




%/



&quot;S

f&amp;gt; V

^\

.

\

/A/--,

v*



\f
/\

\

\/
/

&amp;lt;fe

/*&quot; s \

^^ i-^&quot;i:n I *-ni.j
j

*

jf

\/
& &amp;lt;fe,o^ ^

^
VX /&quot;*

y
X

***

^

&amp;gt;*/

^&amp;lt;y

^vVx,
c^

%
\

\/
^ %^

^
^

^^
^&amp;gt;

*
%; &amp;lt;^

efr

^
^

tSr ^

^
%

--f-
^

% ^









THE

WAR OF THE REBELLION:

A COMPILATION OF THE

OFFICIA.L

OF THE

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES.

PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

The Hon. DANIEL S. LAMONT, Secretary of War,

BY

MAJ. GEORUE B. DAVIS. U. S. A.,

MR. LESLIE J. PERRY.

MR. JOSEPH W. KIRKLEY,
Board of Publication.

SERIES IVOLUME XLI IN FOUR PARTS.

T I-BEPORTS.

&quot;WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

1893.



T 4)M



In compliance with current copyright law,

U.C. Library Bindery produced this replacement volume on

paper that meets the ANSI Standard Z39.48-1984 to replace

the irreparably deteriorated original.

1990





PREFACE.

The work of preparing the records of the war for public use was
begun under the resolution of Congress of May 19, 1864, by Adjt.
Gen. E. D. Townsend, U. S. Army, who caused copies to be made
of reports of battles on file in his office and steps to be taken to col

lect missing records.

Under the provisions of joint resolution No. 01, of 1866, Hon.
Peter H. Watson was appointed to supervise the preparation and
formulate a plan for the publication of the records, but he did no
work and drew no pay under this appointment, which expired July
27, -1868, by limitation of the resolution. This resolution also re

pealed the former one and work ceased.

The first decisive step taken in this work was the act of June 23,

1874, providing the necessary means &quot;to enable the Secretary of

War to begin the publication of the Official Records of the War of

the Rebellion, both of the Union and Confederate Armies/ and

directing him
&quot; to have copied for the Public Printer all reports,

letters, telegrams, and general orders, not heretofore copied or

printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.&quot; Appropria
tions have been made from time to time for continuing such prepa
ration. Under this act the preliminary work was resumed by Gen
eral Townsend, who .first outlined the plan on which the records are

printed, though it appears that originally he contemplated publish

ing to the world only the more important military reports.

Subsequently, under meager appropriations, it was prosecuted in a

somewhat desultory manner by various subordinates of the War
Department until December 14, 1877, when the Secretary of War,
perceiving that the undertaking needed the undivided attention of

a single head, detailed Lieut. Col. Robert N. Scott, U. S. Army, to

take charge of the bureau and devote himself exclusively to the

work.

The act of June 23, 1874. greatly enlarged upon the first crude

scheme of publication. On this more comprehensive basis it was

determined that the volumes should include not only the battle

reports, but also
&quot;

all official documents that can be obtained by the

compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value.&quot; Colonel

Scott systematized the work and the plan and presented the records

in
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in the following order of arrangement, which has been adhered to

by his successors :

The first series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of

the first seizures of United States property in the Southern States , and of all mil

itary operations in the field, with the correspondence, orders, and returns relating

specially thereto, and, as proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas.

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns and sev

eral theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the events), and the Union

reports of any event will, as a rule, be immediately followed by the Confederate

accounts. The correspondence, &c., not embraced in the &quot;reports&quot; proper will

follow (first Union and next Confederate) in chronological order.

The second series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns.

Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so far as the military au
thorities were concerned) to State or political prisoners.

The third series will contain the correspondence, ordei s, reports, and returns of

the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with the Confederate offi

cials) not relating specially to the subjects of the first and second series. It will

set forth the annual and special reports of the Secretary of War, of the General-

in-Chief, and of the chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls for

troops, and the correspondence between the National and the several State author

ities.

The fourth series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of

the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the Union officials, as of

the third series, but excluding the correspondence between the Union and Confed

erate authorities given in that series.

The first volume of the records was issued in the early fall of 1880.

The act approved June 16, 1880, provided &quot;for the printing and bind

ing, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a com

pilation of the Official Records (Union and Confederate) of the War
of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready for publication,

during the fiscal year;&quot; and that &quot;of said number 7,000 copies shall

be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the

use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive De

partments.&quot; Under this act Colonel Scott proceeded to publish the

first five volumes of the records.*

* All subsequent volumes have been distributed under the act approved August
7, 1882, which provides that:

&quot; The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distrib

uted as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro
vided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three

hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and

Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed

ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of

such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are

published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele

gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those

heretofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies

of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be

distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of

publication with ten per cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be.
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Col. Robert N. Scott died March 5, 1887, before the completion of

the work, which, during a ten years service, he had come to love so

dearly. At his death some twenty-six books only had been issued,
but he had compiled a large amount of matter for forthcoming vol

umes; consequently his name as compiler was retained in all the
books up to and including Vol. XXXVI, although his successors had
added largely to his compilations from new material found after his

demise.

The Secretary of War, May 7, 1887, assigned Lieut. Col. H. M.

Lazelle, U. S. Army, to duty as the successor of Colonel Scott. He
had continued in charge about two years, when, in the act approved
March 2, 1889, it was provided

That hereafter the preparation and publication of said records shall be conducted,
under the Secretary of War, by a board of three persons, one of whom shall be an
officer of the Army, and two civilian experts, to be appointed by the Secretary of

War, the compensation of said civilian experts to be fixed bv the Secretary of

War.

The Secretary of War appointed Maj. George B. Davis, judge advo

cate, U. S. Army, as the military member, and Leslie J. Perry, of

Kansas, and Joseph W. Kirkley, of Maryland, as the civilian expert
members of said board. The board assumed direction of the pub
lication at the commencement of the fiscal year 1889, its first work

beginning with Serial No. 30 of Vol. XXIV.
Each volume includes a copious and accurate index, and for the

further convenience of investigators there will be, in addition, a

general index to the entire set when complete in a volume by itself.

Nothing is printed in these volumes except duly authenticated

contemporaneous records of the war. The scope of the board s

work is to decide upon and arrange the matter to be published; to

correct and verify the orthography of the papers used, and occasion

ally to add a foot-note of explanation.
GEO. B. DAVIS. Major and J. A., U. S. A.,

LESLIE J. PERRY, Civilian Expert,
JOSEPH W. KIRKLEY, Civilian Expert,

Board of Publication.

Approved :

REDFIELD PROCTOR,
Secretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1891.

covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the

same address, the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or

Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other

libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the

first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore

published have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals.

He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.&quot;
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ADDITIONS AND COKKECTIONS.

TEXT.

PART i.

Pages 2, 176. July 27-28, 1864, for Skirnrishes on the Blackwater River read Skir

mishes on the Blackwater Creek.

Page 85. Twenty-second line, top, for miners read militia.

Page 473. Erase foot-note and insert See Plate 66, Map 2, of the Atlas.

Page 676. Seventeenth line, bottom, for Brown read Beard.

Page 782. Seventh line, top, for order read other.

Page 1007. For Beckman s read Beekman s.

Page 1014. For McGhee s read McGehee s.

Ninth and tenth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Trans-Mississippi

Department.

Page 1094. Insert a after Missouri Troops ( Union}, and add footnote a The eleven

regiments of Provisional Enrolled Militia, organized under the

authority of the Governor of Missouri, dated February 3, 1863, were

designated the ist, zd, jd, etc., to the nth. All other organizations

{except companies}, herein indexed as Provisional Enrolled Militia,

should be Enrolled Missouri Militia, the reference being to companies

of the several regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia, organized
under the provisions of General Orders, No. 707, Department of the

Missouri, dated June 28, 1864, and printed in Series I, Volume 34,

Part IV, p. 581.

Page 1102. Erase Patterson, Mo., and transfer events in proper order under Patter

son, Wayne County, Mo.

PART 2.

Page 31. Erase foot-note and insert See Series I, Vol. 48, Part 2, p. 1227.

Page 1 101. Strike out after Cater s
(
T. A.} Battalion the words

( Official designation
not of record.} See T. A. Cater, and Insert See Texas Troops, Con

federate.

Page 1108. For McGhee s read McGchee s.

Page 1 109. FollowingMiami County Militia, after Kansas Troops insertj/A Militia.

Eleventh and twelfth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Trans-

Mississippi Department.

Page 1114. For Via s read ViaWs.

Page 1193. Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part i.

PART 3.

Page 611. For General Orders, No. 275, read Special Orders, A tf. 275.

Page 947. Day to Ford, fourth line, for Echazareta read Echarzarreta.

Page 1015. For Babcocke s read Babcoke s.

Page 1021. Nineteenth and twentieth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Trans-

Mississippi Department.

Page 1024. Twentieth line, top, for u6th read i6th.

Page 1089. Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part i.

PART 4.

Page 163. Seventh line, top, for Harris read Paris.

Page 514. Erase foot-note and insert See Series I, Vol. 55, p. 590.

Page 564. Philips to ^Commanding Officer, address, for Twenty-third Missouri

Infantry read Thirty-third Missouri Infantry.



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 3

Page 1091. Fifth line, bottom, for William F. Haws read William S. Harris.

Page 1 164. Fourth and fifth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Trans-Mississippi
Department.

Page 1168. For Reeves read Reeve s.

Page 1173. Thirteenth line, bottom, for See - Whitaker read See William A.
Whitaker.

Page 1174. For Williamson s
( William T.) read Williamson s (Milton T.).

Page 1258. Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part i.

IXDEX.
Insert all words and figures in italics and strike out all in [brackets]. An asterisk (*) following a
correction indicates that &quot;Additions and Corrections&quot; to the text should be consulted. References
are to parts of volume.

Part. Part.
Ad. Hines, Steamer, 901 i

Adams, B.J., U. S. S. [Steamer] 2,4

Adams, John/. [I.] 3

Allen Collier [Collyer] ,
Steamer 4

Anderson, Waverly [William] F 3

Andrews, Christopher C.

Assignment to command, 765 [764] 4

Angell, A ndrew J. [ ] 3

Arkansas Troops (C.).

Cavalry Battalions:

I3th ( IVitherspoon ) 4

Cavalry Regiments:
McGehee s [McGhee s] 1,2

Monroe s [ist Trans-Mississippi Depart
ment] i, 2, 3, 4

A rmijo, Ambrosio [Armizo, ] i

B.J. Adams, U. S. S.. 434 2

B.J. Adams, U. S. S., 609 4

Babcoke [Babcocke] , Thomas J 3, 4

Baker, J. T. [Captain (Engineer Depart
ment)] 2

Bancroft, U illiam A.
[ ] 2,3

Barry, William T. [F.] i

Beard, W. D., 676 [Brown, Major, 240,676]* . . i

Beekman [Beckman], Edward i

Benew or Bruen. A ., 575 3

Bigelow, John, 62 [Bigelow, , 62] 2

Bigelow, S. G., 62 [Bigelow, ,62] 2

Chester. William E., 815 [Chester, William,

815] i

Chouteau, Henry [Choteau] ,
Steamer i, 2

Chouteau. Henry, Steamer 3

Clamann [Ciamman] , George 3

Collier [Collyer] , Allen, Steamer 4

Congden, Jack.

Correspondence with William A. [ ]

Bancroft 3

Connelly [Conolly] , Henry 2, 3

Conyers, Polk
\ J 1,2

Cooler, George [ J i

Cooper, James IV. [J. F.] i

Cooper, James W. [F.] 3, 4

Cricket, U. S. S., 053; Gunboat No. 6, [953] . . 2

Demerest [Demarest] , John M 3

Denicke. Ernst [Ernest] A 4

Denny, Alexander F.

Mentioned, 416 i

Report of skirmish, etc., [416] i

Dubuque Crossing and Sugar L,oaf Prairie.

Ark. [Mo.] i

Edmunds [Edmonds] , Newton 3-

Elder, Peter P. [B.] 3

Ellsworth, Henry L. \ ]
2

Ellwood [Elwood], Steamer 3

Ewing, Thomas, jr.

Correspondence with

Byrne,/. H. [ j 3

Exchange, C. S. S., 882 ; Gunboat No. 38, [882] . 3

Blackwater Creek [River] ,
Mo i

Boudreaux fBondreaux] , Omar 3

Boudreaux [Bondreaux], Valentine, Mrs.... 3 Fawn, U. S. S., 298; Gunboat No. 30, [298]..

Bousfield [Bowsfield] , John C i

Brough.John, 27 [Tod, David, 27] 2

Brown, Buck, 240 [Brown, Major, 240, 676]*. . i

Bruen or Benew, A 3

Bryan, William D r

Bryant, George [ ] 2

Burk, Ed. [Edward] A 2

Byrne, John H. [ ] 3

Cabell,/0/; Grattan 2

Cannon [Cameron], James D.

Mentioned, 970 [Cannon, James D., 970] .... i

Carrabasset, U. S. S., 749; Gunboat No. 49,

[749] i

Carrabasset, U. S. S., 468; Gunboat No. 49,

[468] 2

[Cater, T. A., 1069] 2

Cheek, Mark R., Steamer 2

Cheeseman, J. IV., Steamer 3

Fawn, U. S. S., 6, 22, 889, 908; Gunboat No.

30, [6, 22, 889, 908] 2

Fawn, U. S. S., 4; Gunboat No. 30, [4] 3-

Fawn, U. S. S., 724 ; Gunboat No. 30, [724] . . 4

Fisk, Clinton B.

Correspondence with

Bancroft, William A . [ ] 2, 3

Fitch, Julian (John] R i

Flesher [Fleshier] , Henry 2

Flores, Reyes [ ]
i

Forrest, U illiam H. [Bill] i

Forrest, William H 4

Fort Kearny, Nebr., Commanding Officer at.

Correspondence with

Angell, Andrew J. [ 1 3

McKee, Hugh [ ] 3

Foster, Emory S. [Major] I

Freudenreich, George A . [Charles G. ] 3
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Lindsay [Lindsey], D. Herndon, Mrs.

List, Sallie [Sally], Steamer

Louisiana Troops (C.).

Cavalry Regiments:

jrf (Harrison}, 1142

3d (Pargoud), [1142]

Love, Joseph B. [R.]

Lovenskiold, Charles [Colonel]

Lucy Gwin [Gwynn] , Steamer

McDonald, A., &. Co
McGehee [McGhee] . James
McKay [McKay] , James
McKee, Hugh [General]
McIMlan [McClellan], J. C

McReynolds, Alien [ ]

Part. I
Part.

Fristoe, Edward T. [F.] 4

Fullbright, Daniel N i

Glide, U. S. S., 750; Gunboat No. 43, [750] ... i

Glide, U. S. S., 468; Gunboat No. 43, [468] ... 2

Guerrin, C. G. [Gabriel C.] i

Gunboat No. i. See U. .S. .S. Rattler [1064] ... 2

Gunboat No. 6. See ( r
. S. S. Cricket [953] 2

Gunboat No. 14. See U. S. S. Kenwood [301] . i

Gunboat No. 30. See f- . S. S. Fawn [29$) .... i

Gunboat No. 30. See I . S. S. I-awn [6, 22,

889, 908] 2

Gunboat No. 30. See C. S. S. fawn [4] 3

Gunboat No. 30. See U. S. S. Fawn [724] |

Gunboat No. 37. See I . -V. S. .\anmkfag [6, Mclsllan [McClellan] , J.C 3

22] a McReynolds, Allen [ ] 4

Gunboat No. 37. See ( . S. S. Xaumkeag [5] . 3 ; Magee, Harton [Harter] & George 3

Gunboat No. 38. See L . S. .V. Exchange [882] . 3 ; Magoffin, Beriah [H.] i

Gunboat No. 41. See J\ vanza [Nijanza], I&quot;. Melcher. Samuel H.

S. S 1,2
| Correspondence with

Gunboat No. 43. See IS. S. S. Giide [750] i
j

Habcoke [Uabcocke],Thomas J 4

Gunboat No. 43. See I . S. S. Glide [468] a Miller, George Hr 2

Gunboat No. 49. Sfe L . S. S. Carrabasset Missouri, Department of the ( IT.).

[749] i Orders, General, series 1864.

Gunboat No. 49. See i . S. S. Carrabasset Rosecrans : [No. 275, 61 1]
* 3

[468] . . 2 ! Orders, Special, series 1864.

Gunboat No. 54. See ( . S. S. Xymph [301] . i Rosecrans : J\ &amp;lt;&amp;gt;. 275, 611* 3

Gwin [Gwynn], Lucy, Steamer 4 : Missouri Troops (U.).

Hale, James. Steamer i Infantry Regiments:
Hambleton [Hamilton] , Rose, Steamer 3 [23d, 564]* . 4

[Harris, ,163]* 4 33d, 564 * 4

Harris [Haws], William 6 . [F.], 1091
* 4 See also &quot;Additions and Corrections&quot; to

Hart [Hartz] & Wintz 3 Text, Part i, p. 1094; Part 2, p. 1193;

Hastings, L. Hr
. [Major] 4 Part 3, p. ioSq; Part 4, p. 1258.

Hays, Harry r 2 Mitchell. Barnett H. [Barnevl i

Helm, George M. [W.] 2 Mooney, Jesse [Major] 1,4

Helm, George M. [Helme, G. \V.) 3 Morgan, Tom. Steamer
[
1

T
. S. S.] 3

Herrick. Thomas P., 382 [Herrick, John ! .. Morgan s Fern,-, La. [Ala.] i

382] 3 : Morris, Kdward .17 i

Hilderbrand, Samuel [Hildebrand, ] ... 2 Murphy, Peter U. [Patrick V.] 4

Hilderbrand, Samuel [Hildebrand, J. N.]... . 3 ,\ anmkeag, L . S. S., 6, 22; Gunboat No. 37.

Hildreth, James M. [H.] 4 [6,22] 2

Hill, Fredericks. .\antiikeag, I . S. S.,5; Gunboat No. 37, [5] . 3

Mentioned, 7/7 [Hills, Frederick S., 717] . . 4 .Vvanza [Nijanza], U. S. S 1,2

Hines. Ad. [Hine], Steamer i .\vmph, C. S. S.,jof; Gunboat %o. 54, [301]. i

Hoffmann, Gustav [Hoffman, Gustave] 3 O Meallie [Meallie], H. H. [O.] 3

Homer, T. D., Steamer t Owen [Owens] , Berry 2

Hunter, William T. Parker, Charles G i

Correspondence with Patterson, ll avne County, Mo.. 1102* i

Leland, Cyrus, jr 3 Peabody. Albert P. [F.] 2

. J. D. Swaim [Swain], Steamer i Platte County, Mo.

J. H. IMCV, Steamer, !jj, 147 4 Scout in, Aug. 25-30, 1864. Report of Kd-

Jones, John R., 5/97,- Jones, John J., [497] } ward J/. Morris i

Kansas Troops. Price, Sterling.

[Miscellaneous Regiments: Miami Correspondence with

County Militia, 75 r} 2 Lindsay [Lindsey], D. Herndon 4

Kenwood, C. S. S., joi; Gunboat No. 14, [301 ]
. i Pringle.y. .S

1

.. Steamer - 3,4

King, K ilburn [William] H 3, 4 O_uarles, Thomas A 4

Lane, IValter [Walker] P 2 Rattler, U. S. S., 1064; Gunboat No. i, [1064] . 2

Lee, James M. [F.] i Reeve [ Reeves] , Arthur T 4

Leland, Cyrus, y/ 3 Renville, Atitoine [Antonie] 4

Leland, Cyrus, [jr.] 4 Rogers [Rodgers], John , . . 2

Lewis, Reese J. [William H.] 2 Rose Hambleton [Hamilton], Steamer 3

Lindsay [ Lindsey ] , D. Herndon 4 Sacket [Sackett] , Delos B 2, 3, 4
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Part.

Saint Charles Court-House, La i

Salomon, Frederick.

Mentioned, j&amp;lt;Jj [Solomon, Frederick, 385] . . 4

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

Engagement, etc.

Conduct of troops, etc. Statements of

Cannon [Cameron] , James D i

Savory, H B. [Savoy] , Steamer 3

Shaler, James [John] R 3

Shelton, William A 4

Shepherd [Sheppard], B. A 3

Shitnminger [Schimminger], Samuel 2

Shoemaker, H. [Shumaker. Captain] i

Shoot [Shoat] , James H i

Siebert [Seibert] , F 4

Sigel, Albert.

Correspondence with

Babcoke [Babcocke] ,
Thomas J 3

Silva,/&amp;lt;?.j&amp;lt;?
A/a. [ ] 3

Smith, George W. ( rjt/i A ans. ), [455] i

Smith, George IV. (6th Mo. Cav. ). 455 i

Sparks, Thomas G. [Colonel] i

Stewart, Bill [ ]
2

Stewart, Bill [ ] 3

Stewart, Bill, 671 [Stewart, , 671] 4

Sugar Loaf Prairie, . -\&amp;gt; k [Mo.] i

Summers, George [ ] 4

Swaim [Swain], J. D.. Steamer i

Taylor, Benjamin F. [L.] .
-

Part.

Texas Troops (C.).

Cavalry Battalions:

Cater s, 1069 2

Cavalry- Regiments:
Anderson s, 1092 2

[Anderson s (State), 1092] 2

Thatcher [Thacher], M. C 2

Tom Morgan, Steamer, 822 3

I ansickle [Vansickler], Abram B 1,3

I iall [Via] , Nelson 2

I inson, Bailie P. L. [Vincent, Bailey] 2, 3

Vinson. Bailie P. L., 1142 [1144] 4

Virginia, Steamer, ~24 [722] 4

Visconti, K. G. [Captain] 3

Waddell./o/j* [Alfred] i

War Department. U. S.

Correspondence with

Sachet [Sackett] , Delos B 3

Watts [Halts], John S 2

Welden.y- [ ]
i

Whitaker, ll illiam A. [ ] 4

Wilcox [Willcox] , John ( Missouri) 2

Wilcox, John (jth lo-va Cav. ) 2

Williamson, Milton [William] T 4

Wood, Robert C. (Asst. Surg. Gen.) [Charles

S-] 4

Wood, Robert C. (tjth Baltn. Mo. Cav.) 4

Yerby, John // 2

Zickendrath [Zitkendrath] , George 3

Zubiran, Juan A . [M.J i
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Operations in Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, and Indian Territory. May 10-November 19, 1801 . . . 1-749

VOLUME IV.

CHAPTER XI. Page. CHAPTER XIII. Page.

Operations in Texas, New Mexico, and

Arizona. June 11, 1861-February 1, 1862. 1-174

CHAPTER XII.

Operations in Kentucky and Tennessee.

July 1-November 19, 1861

Operations in North Carolina and South

eastern Virginia. August 1. 1861-Janu-

ary 11, 1862 566-721

VOLUME V.

CHAPTER XIV.

Operationsiu Maryland, Northern Virginia. and West Virginia. August 1.18C1-March 17,1862.

VOLUME Ar
l.

CHAPTER XV. Page.
|

CHAPTER XVI.

Operations on the coasts of South Carolina, : Operations in West Florida. Southern Al-

Qeorgia.aud Middle and East Florida. abama. Southern Mississippi, and Lou-

August 21, 1801-April 11,1862 1-135
|

isiana. September 1. 1861-May 12, 1862.

VOLUME VII.

CHAPTER XVH.

Operations in Kentucky, Tennessee, N.Alabama, and S. W. Virginia. Nov. 19, 1861-Mar. 4, 1862. .

(IX)

Page.

1-1106

Page.

436-894

Page.

1-946



X CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES.

VOLUME VIII.

CHAPTER XVIII. Page.
Operations in Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, and Indian Territory. Nov. 19, 1861-April 10, 1862. 1-834

VOLUME IX.

CHAPTER XIX. Page.

Operations in Southeastern Virginia. Jan

uary 11-March 17, 1862 1-71

CHAPTER XX.

Operations in North Carolina. January
11-August 530, 1802 72-480

CHAPTER XXI. Page.

Operations in Texas, New Mexico, and
Arizona. February 1-September 20,

1H62 481-736

VOLUME X IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XXII.

Operations in Kentucky, Tennessee, North Mississippi, North Alabama, and Southwest Virginia.

March &amp;lt;Wune 10, 1862,

Page.
Part I -Reports 1-927

Part II Correspondence, etc 1-642

VOLUME XI IN THREE PARTS.
CHAPTER XXIII.

The Peninsular Campaign, Virginia. March 17-S^ptemljer 2, 1802.

Page.
Part I Reports, March 17-June 24 1-1077

Part II Reports, June 25-September 2 1-994

Part 1 1 1 Correspondence, etc 1-691

VOLUME XII IN THREE PARTS.

CHAPTER XXIV.

Operations in Northern Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland. March 17-September 2, 1802.

Page.
Part I Reports, March 17-June 25 1-818

Part II Reports. June 26-September 2 1-820

Part III Correspondence, etc 1-966

VOLUME XIII,

CHAPTER XXV.

Page.

Operations in Missouri. Arkansas, Kansas, the Indian Territory, and the Department of the

Northwest. April 10-November 20, 1862 1-981

VOLUME XIV.

CHAPTER XXVI.

Page.

Operations on the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and Middle and East Florida. April 12,

1862-Jurie 11, 1863 v 1-1025

VOLUME XV.
CHAPTER XXVH.

Page.

Operations in West Florida. Southern Alabama. Southern Mississippi (embracing all operations

against Vicksburg, May 18-July 27. 1862), and Louisiana. May 12, 1862-May 14, 1863; and oper
ations in Texas. New Mexico, and Arizona. September 20, 1862-May 14, 1863 1-1135



CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES. XI

VOLUME XVI-IN TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

Operations in Kentucky, Middle and East Tennessee, North Alabama, and Southwest Virginia. June
10-October 31, 18G2.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-1168

Part li Correspondence, etc 1-1017

VOLUME XVII IN TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XXIX.

Operations in West Tennessee and Northern Mississippi. June 10, 18C2-January 20, 1863.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-807

Part 1 1 Correspondence, etc 1-916

VOLUME XVIII.

CHAPTER XXX.
Page.

Operations in North Carolina and Southeastern Virginia. August 20, 1862-Jime 3, 1863 1-1104

VOLUME XIX IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXI.

Operations in Northern Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. September 3-Novem-

ber 14.1862.

Page.
Part I Reports, September 3-20 1-1108

Part II Reports. September 20-November 14; Correspondence, etc.. September 3-Novem-
ber!4 1-739

VOLUME XX IN TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XXXII.

Operations in Kentucky, Middle and East Tennessee, North Alabama, and Southwest Virginia. No
vember 1,1802-January 20, 1803.

Page.

Part I-Reports 1-997

Part 1 1 Correspondence, etc 1-516

VOLUME XXI.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

Page.

Operations in Northern Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. November 15,

1862-Jauuary 25, 1863 1-1152

VOLUME XXII IN TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Operations in Missouri. Arkansas, Kansas, the Indian Territory, and the Department of the Northwest.

November 20, 1802-December 31, 1863.

Page.

Part I Reports .

1 &quot;9
^
6

Part 1 1 Correspondence, etc 1-1103



XII CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES.

VOLUME XXIII IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXV.

Operations in Kentucky, Middle and East Tennessee, North Alabama, aud Southwest Virginia. Jan

uary 21-August 10, 1803.

Page.
Part I-Reports 1-858

Part II Correspondence, etc 1-986

VOLUME XXIV IX THREE PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXVI.

Operations in Mississippi and West Tennessee, including those in Arkansas and Louisiana connected

with the Siege of Vicksburg. January 20-August 10. 1803.

Page.
Pnrt I Reports. January 20-May !.&quot;&amp;gt;, including the &quot; General Reports&quot; for whole period.

January 20-August 10 1-787

Par II Reports, May 10-August 10 1-699

Part I II Correspondence, etc 1-1070

VOLUME XXV IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXVII.

Operations in Northern Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. January June 2G-32

1803.

Page.
Part I-Reports 1-112,

Part II Correspondence, etc 1-86

VOLUME XXVI IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXVIII.

Operations in West Florida, Southern Alabama. Southern Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and New
Mexico. May 14-I)eeember HI, 18(13.

Page.
Part I Reports, Union Correspondence, etc : 1-920

Part II Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-581

VOLUME XXVII IN THREE PARTS.
CHAPTER XXXIX.

Operations in North Carolina. Virginia. West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Department of

the East. June 3-August 3, 1H03.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-1059

Part II Reports 1-1005

Part III Correspondence, etc 1-1092

VOLUME XXVIII IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XL.

Operations on the coasts of South Carolina and Georgia, and in Middle and East Florida. June 12-

December31, 1863.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-755

Part 1 1 Correspondence, etc 1-609

VOLUME XXIX IN TWO PARTS.
CHAPTER XLI.

Operations in North Carolina, Virginia. West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. August 4-De-

cember 31, 1803.

Page.

Part I Reports 1-1018

Part II Correspondence, etc 1-933



CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES. XIII

VOLUME XXX IX FOUR PARTS.

CHAPTER XLII.

Operations in Kentucky, Southwest Virginia. Tennessee. Mississippi, North Alabama, and North
Georgia. August 11-October 111, 1863.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-1071

Part H Reports 1-821

Part III Union Correspondence, etc 1-1017
Part IV Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-768

VOLUME XXXI IX THREE PARTS.

CHAPTER XLIII.

Operations in Kentucky, Southwest Virginia. Tennessee. Mississippi, North Alabama, and North

Georgia. October 20-December 31, 1863.

Page.
Part I Reports and Union Correspondence 1-852

Part II Reports 1-782

Part III Union and Confederate Correspondence. etc 1-893

VOLUME XXXII IX THREE PARTS.

CHAPTER XLIV.

Operations in Kentucky, Southwest Virginia, Tennessee. Mississippi, Alabama, and North Georgia.

January 1-April 30. 1804.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-703

Part II Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-833

Part II I Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-879

VOLUME XXXIII.

CHAPTER XLV.

Page.

Operations in North Carolina, Virginia. West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Jan

uary 1-April 30, 1864 1-1335

VOLUME XXXIV -IX FOUR PARTS.

CHAPTER XLVI.

Operations in Louisiana and the Trans-Mississippi States and Territories. January 1-June 30, 1864.

Page.

Part I Reports 1-1058

Part 1 1 Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-1107

Part III Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-835

Part I V Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-701

VOLUME XXXV IX TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XLVII.

Operations in South Carolina and Florida, and on the Georgia Coast. January 1-November 13, 1864.

Page.

Part I Reports. Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc. .

Part II Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-6 50



XIV CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES.

VOLUME XXXVI IN THREE PARTS.

CHAPTER XLVIH.

Operations in Southeastern Virginia and North Carolina. May 1-June 12, 1864.

Page.
Part I Reports 1-1101

Part II Reports, Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-1027

Part III Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-903

VOLUME XXXVII IN TWO PARTS.

CHAPTER XLIX.

Operations in Northern Virginia, West Virginia. Maryland, and Pennsylvania. May 1-August 3, 1864.

Page.
Part I Reports. Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc - 1-770

Part II Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-606

VOLUME XXXVIII IN* FIVE PARTS.

CHAPTER L.

The Atlanta. Ga., Campaign. May 1-September 8, 1864.

Page.

Part I Reports 1-936

Part I Reports 1-930

Part III Reports 1-1008

Part IV Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-807

Part V Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-1031

VOLUME XXXIX IN THREE PARTS.

CHAPTER LI.

Operations in Kentucky, Southwest Virginia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and North Georgia

(the Atlanta Campaign excepted). May 1-November 13, 1804.

Page.

Part I Reports 1-908

Part 1 1 Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-889

Part III Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-918

VOLUME XL-IN THREE PARTS.

Operations in Southeastern Virginia and North Carolina. June 13-July 31, 1861 .

Page.

Part I Reports 1-822

Part II Union and Confederate, Correspondence, etc 1-717

Part III Union and Confederate Correspondence, etc 1-823
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C H A P T E U L I 1 1.

OPERATIONS IN LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSIS
SIPPI STATES AND TERRITORIES.*

July 1-December 31. 1864.

PAHT I.

OF THE PRINCII Ai, EVENTS. f

July 1, 1864. Skirmish near Fayette, Mo.

1-31, 1864. Operations in Arkansas.

1-Oct. 1, 1864. Operations against Indians in the District of Minneno(a.

3, 1864. Skirmish in Platte County. Mo.

3-25, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Baton Rouge, La., with skirmish

near Beutoii s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).

4, 1864. Skirmish in Clay County, Mo.

Skirmish at Cross Bayou, La.

5- 6, 1864. Scouts from Big Piney, Mo.
5- 7. 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Simsport, La.

5-10, 1864. Expedition from New Madrid to Caruthersville. Mo., with skir

mishes.

6-24, 1864. Scout in Southeastern Arizona.

6-30, 1864. Operations in Western Missouri.

8, 1864. Skirmish near Richmond. Mo.

8-12, 1864. Scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek, in Ripley County, Mo.
*

9-13,1864. Operations in the vicinity of Wellington, Mo., with skirmishes

at Warder s Church (10th), and at Columbus. Johnson County

(12th).

*

Including Arizona, Arkansas. Colorado. Indian Territory, Kansas, Missouri,

Nebraska, New Mexico, and Texas, and the Department of the Northwest, embrac

ing Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.

tOf some of the minor conflicts noted m this Summary no circumstantial reports

are on lile.
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2 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIII.

July 13. 1864. Skirmish near Brownsville, Ark.

Reconnaissance from Pine Bluff, Ark.

13-16, 1864. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Buck Inland, in the Mississippi

River.

14, 1864. Skirmish near Bloomiield, Mo.

15, 1864. Affair at Liudley, Grundy County, Mo.

17-18, 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison s Ford, near Clinton,

La.

17-28, 1864. Scout on the South Platte River, Colo. Ter.

18-21, 1864. Scout in Shannon County, Mo.

18-23, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes near Mays-
ville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st).

18-Aug. 6, 1864. Operations in Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkan

sas, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28), at

Oseeola, Ark. (August 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Au

gust 4).

( 18-Aug. 7, 1864. Expedition to the Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter.

19, 1864. Skirmish tin the Benton road, near Little Rock, Ark.

Attack on Webster. Washington County, Mo.

l J-25, 1864. Operations on the White River, Ark., and attack (24th) on the

steamer Clara Bell.

20-31, 1864. Operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo., with skir

mishes.

21, 1864. Skirmish at Atchafalaya, La.

22, 1864. Skirmish near Vidalia, La.

Skirmish at Coneordia, La.

Skirmish in Wright County, Mo.

22-Aug. 22, 1864. Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the east bank
of the Mississippi River.

23-24. 1864. Operations in Randolph County, Mo., with skirmishes at Allen

(23d), and at Huntsville (24th).

23-Oct. 10, 1864. Expedition to Southwestern New Mexico.

25, 1864. Skirmish at Pleasant Hill, Mo.

25-26, 1864. Scout from Fulton, Mo.

25-Aug. 11, 1864. Scout in Yell County, Ark., with skirmishes.

25-Oct. 8, 1864. Expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory.

26, 1864. Attack on Shelbina, Mo.

26-28, 1864. Scout to Searcy and West Point, Ark.

26-31, 1864. Scout in Johnson County, Mo.

27-28, 1864. Skirmishes on the Blackwater River (27th), and on Big Creek,
Mo. (28th).

27-30,1864. Scout in Chariton Comity. Mo., with skirmishes (30th) on the

Chariton road, near Keytesville, and at Union Church.

28, 1864. Skirmish on the Morgan s Ferry road, near Morgauza, La.
*

29, 1864. Affair at Highland Stockade, near Baton Rouge, La.

Skirmishes near Napoleon vi lie, La.

2!)-Aug. 2, 1864. Expedition from Warrensburg to Chapel Mill, Mo., with

skirmish (July 30) near Chapel Hill.

30, 1864. Skirmish at Bayou Teusas, La.

Skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, near Brownsville. Ark.

Skirmish near Pine Bluff, Ark.

Reoccupatiou of Brownsville, Tex., by the Confederate Forces.

30-Aug. 1, 1864. Scout in Phelps and Maries Counties. Mo.

31, 1864. Affair at Orange drove, near Donaldsouville, La.



CHAP. Lin.] SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 3

Aug. 1. 1864. Skirmish at Rolla. Mo.

Skirmishes near Independence. Mo.

Scout to Baxter Springs, Kaiis., with skirmish.

1- 3, 1864. Scout on the Independence road to Guuter s Mills, Mo.
1- 5, 1864. Scout on The Smoky Hill Fork, Kans.

Operations in Eastern Arkansas, with skirmish (1st) at Lamb s

Plantation, near Helena.

1-28, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes :it Diamond
Grove Prairie (1st), at Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and 011

Buffalo Creek (7th).

2, 1864. Reconnaissance from Berwick to 1 attersonville, La.

2- 8. 1864. (
&amp;gt;peratious near Holden. Mo., with skirmish (8th) on Norris Creek.

3, 1864. Skirmish near Fayette, Mo.
3-Nov. 4. 1864. Scouts from Fort Sunnier, \. Mex.. with skirmish (August

26) at Sacramento Mountains.

4- 6, 186-1. Expedition from Natchez, Miss., to Gillespie s Plantation, La., and
skirmish. *

4-15, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Bra/cos Santiago, Tex., with skirmish

(9th) at Point Isabel.

4-Sept. 15, 1864. Scout from Fort Union, X. Mex.

5, 1864. Skirmish near Remount Camp, Ark.

Skirmish at Olive Branch, La.

Affair at Doyal s Plantation, La.

Skirmish at Concordia Bayou, La.

6, 1864. Skirmish at Plaquemine, La.

Skirmish at Indian Village, La.

6- 9. 1864. Scout in Saline County, Mo., with skirmishes (7th) at Arrow
Rock.

6-16, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Little Red River. Ark., with

skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at Hatch s

Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th).

7, 1864. Skirmish at Enterprise, Mo.

Skirmish near Huntsville, Mo.

Affair near Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

7- 8, 1864. Scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo.

8-11, 1864. Scout from Saliua to Mulberry Creek, Kans.

9-15, 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas, with skirmishes.

10-12, 1864. Scouts from Morganza. La., with skirmishes.

11, 1864. Skirmish on White Oak Creek, Ark.

Skirmish in Crawford County, Ark.

Skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

Skirmish at Hartville, Mo.-

11-13. 1864. Expedition from Helena to Kent s Lauding, Ark.

11-19.1864. Operations in Johnson County, Mo., with skirmish (12th) near

Holden.

11-Oct. 28. 1864. Operations against Indians ii&amp;gt; Nebraska Territory, witJi

skirmish (September 20) near Fort Cottouwood.

12, 1864. Skirmish at Van Buren, Ark.

Affair in the San Andres Mountains, N. Mex.

12-16, 1864. Scout on the Fort Union road, near Fort Garland. Colo. Ter.

Operations in Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo., with skirmish (12th)

at Fredericksburg.

For report, see Vol. XXXIX, Part I. p. J59.



4 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lin.

Aug. 13-22, 1864. Operations in La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo., with

skirmishes.

15, 1864. Skirmish at Dripping Spring, Mo.

. 15-21, 1864. Expedition from Paincourtville to Lake Natchex, La., with skir

mish on Grand River.

15-24, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas,

with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Richland Creek,

- Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th).

16, 1864. Skirmish at Columbia, Mo.

Skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill Crossing, Kaiis.

17, 1864. Capture of the steamer Miller, on the Arkansas River, near Pine

Bluff, Ark.

18, 1864. Skirmish at Bentou, Ark.

Skirmishes near Pine Bluff, Ark.

19-24, 1864. Scout on the Republican River, Kaiis.

20, 1864. Skirmish near Rocheport, Mo.

21, 1864. Skirmish at Diamond Grove, Mo.

21-27, 1864. Expedition in Washington ami Bentou Counties, Ark., with skir

mishes.

22,1864. Skirmish in Yell County, Ark.

22-25, 1864. Scout from Helena to Mount Vernon, Ark.

22-30, 1864. Operations iu La Fayette County, Mo.

23, 1864. Affair at Webster, Mo.

23-26,1864. Scout from O/ark, Mo., to Dubuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf

Prairie.

23-28, 1864. Expedition IromCassville, Mo., toFayetteville, Ark., with skirmish

(24th) at Gerald Mountain. Ark.

23-29, 1864. Expedition to Clinton, La., with skirmishes (25th) at Olive

Branch and the Comite River.

24, 1864. Skirmish on Gunter s Prairie, Ind. Ter.

Action at Ashley s aud Jones Stations, near Devall .s Bluff, Ark.

25, 1864. Skirmishes at Morgan s Ferry and on the Atchaialaya River. La.

25-29,1864. Scouts in Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo., with skirmish (26th)

near Pleasant Hill.

25-30, 1864. Scout in Platto County, Mo.

Scout to Crisp s Mill, on Big Creek. Mo., with skirmish near Rose

Hill.

Operations on the Texas Prairie, in Jackson County, Mo.

26-31,1864. Skirmish near Bayou Tensas (26th). and expedition from Good-

rich s Landing to Bayou Macon, La. (28th-31st).

27, 1864. Skirmish at Fayetteville, Ark.

27-28.1864. Scout on the Arkansas River, near Pine Bluff, Ark., with skir

mishes.

27-Sept. 6. 1864. Expeditious from Little Rock and Devall s Bluff to Searcy,

Fuirview, and Augusta, Ark.

28, 18(54. Skirmish at Fayetteville, Ark.

Skirmish near Rocheport, Mo.

Skirmish in Polk County, Mo.

29. 1864. Attack on steamer White Cloud, on the Mississippi River, near

Port Hudson, La.

29-Sept. 3, 1864. Expedition up White River from Helena, Ark., with affair

(September 3) at Keudal s Grist-Mill, Ark.



CHAP. LIII.l SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 5

Aug. 29-Dee. 2, 1864. Price s Missouri Expedition.

30, 1864. Skirmish near Dardanelles Ark.

30-Sept. 2, 1864. Expedition to Natchez Bayou, La., with skirmish (Sep
tember 1) near Gentilly s Plantation.

31. 1864. Affair at Steelville, Mo.

Sept. 1, 1864. Attack on Tipton, Mo.

Skirmish at Fort Smith, Ark.

Skirmish near Beatty s Mill, Ark.

1- 9,1864. Operations in Johnson County, Mo., and skirmish (1st) near
Lone Jack.

2, 1864. Skirmish at the Tannery, near Little Rock, Ark.

Skirmish near Mount Vernon, Mo.

Skirmish near Quitman, Ark.

2- 4, 1864. Expedition from Sedalia, Mo., to Scott s Ford, on the Blackwater.

2-10, 1864. Scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson County, Mo.

3, 1864. Skirmishes near Rocheport, Mo.

4, 1864. Affair near Donaldsonville, La.

Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial, at Gregory s Land

ing, on the White River, Ark.

Skirmish at .Brownsville, Ark.

6, 1864. Skirmish at Richland, Ark.

Skirmish at Searcv, Ark.
i

Affair near Brunswick, Mo.

Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near Brazos Santiago, Tex.

6- 7, 1864. Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark.

Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La.

6- 8, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Lewisburg, Ark., with skirmishes

at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th).

6-12, 1864. Scouts in Boone and Howard Counties, Mo., with skirmishes

(7th and 8th) in Booiie County.

7, 1864. Affair at Centralia, Mo.

7-11, 1864. Expeditions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fansse Pointe,

Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., with affair (8th) at Laba-

dieville.

8, 1864. Skirmishes near Hornersville and Gayosa, Mo.

9, 1864. Attack on steamer J. D. Perry, at Clarendon, Ark.

Affair on the Warreusburg road, nearWarrensburg, Mo.

9-11, 18(54. Expedition from Pine Bluff toward Mouticello, Ark., with skir

mishes near Monticello (10th) and at Brewer s Lane (llth).

9-12, 1864. Expedition from Fort Pike, La., to the Pearl River.

Scout from Lewisburg to Norristown and Russellville, Ark., with

skirmishes.

9-14, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

10, 1864. Skirmish near Roanoke, Mo.

Skirmish near Pisgah, Mo.

Skirmish near Dover, Mo.

11, 1864. Skirmish at Hodge s Plantation, La.

Skirmish near Fort Smith, Ark.

11-16, 1864. Operations in Monroe and Rails Counties. Mo.

11-18, 1864. Scouts in Mouiteau and Morgan Counties, Mo.

11-25. 1864. Operations iu the Cherokee Nation. Ind. Ter., with actions at

Hay Station, near Fort Gibson ( 16th), and at Cabin Creek and

Pryor s Creek, Ind. Ter. (19th).



6 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LtTL

Sept. 11-30, 1864. Expedition from Fort Rice, Dak. Tor., to relievo. Captain Fisk a

emigrant train.

12, 1864. Skirmish at Caledonia, Mo.

12-15. 1864. Scout from Fayetteville to Huntsville, Ark., with skirmish (14th)

at Rodgers Crossing of the White River.

13, 1864. Skirmish near Searey, Ark.

Skirmish at Longwood, Mo.

V 13-17, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Fausse River, La., with skirmishes

near Bayou Maringouin (13th), noarRosedale (15th); and near

Bayou Maringouin (16th).

14, 1864. Skirmish at Bullitt s Bayou, La,

14-21. 1864. Scout in Texas County, Mo., with skirmish (18th) at Thomasville,
Mo.

15-19, 1864. Operations in Randolph, Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo., with

skirmish (16th) at Columbia.

16-25, 18(54. Operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La., with skirmishes at

Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at

Bayou Alahama and Morgan s Ferry (20th).

18, 1864. Skirmish near Lexington Mo.

18-Oct. 5. 1864. Scout on theCimarron River, in Northeastern New Mexico.

20-25, 1864. Scout in La Fayette County, Mo., with skirmish (23d) on the

Arrow Rock Road.

21, 1864. Aftair near Council Grove, Kans.

22, 1864. Skirmish at Carthage, Mo.
Skirmish near Longwood. Mo.

22-28, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

23, 1864. Affair near Fort Smith, Ark.

Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hnrlbut, U. S. Army, assumes crunmand of

the Department of the Gulf.

25, 1864. Skirmish at Walnut Creek, Kans.

25-Oct. 13, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Fort Smith, Ark., with

skirmishes at Clarksville (September 28), at White
Oak Creek (September 20), and at Clarksville (Octo
ber 9).

26. 1864. Skirmish at Vache Grass, Ark.

Skirmish at Osage Mission, Kaus.

26-30, 1864. Expedition from Napoleonville to Grand River and Bayou Pigeon.
La.

26-Oct. 30, 1864. Expedition from Natchez. Miss., to Waterproof and Sicily

Island, La.*

28, 1864. Skirmish in Polk County, Mo.

29-Nov. 30, 1864. Operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado.

30, 1864. Skirmish at Wayuesville, Mo.

,
1864. Capture of the steamer Ike Davis.

Oct. 1- 4, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Buyou, Ark.

1-31, 1864. Operations in Arkansas.

1-Nov. 27, 1864. Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., to Fort Goodwin,
Ariz. Ter.

2- 8, 1864. Expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manohne.
La.

* For report, see Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 572.
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Oct. 3- 6, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara. La., and skirmishes.
5, 1864. Skirmish at Atchafalaya, La.

Skirmish at Saint Charles, La.
5- 9, 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge, L :l ., to Clinton, Greenshurg,

Osyka, and Cainp Moore, La.

6, 1864. Skirmish in Cole County, Mo.

8, 1864. Skirmish in Barry County, Mo.

9, 1864. Scout in Saint Francois County, Mo., with skirmishes.

10. 1864. Skirmish near Valley Station, Colo. Ter.

10-12. 1864. Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo.

11. 1864. Attack on the steamer Resolute, on rhe White River, near Claren

don, Ark.

13-20,1864. Operations against Indians near Fort Belknap, Tex., with skir

mish (13th) on Elm Creek, Tex.

13-21, 1864. Scout in the Sacramento Mountains. X. Mex.

14, 1864. Skirmish near Fort Smith, Ark.

Attack on Danville, Mo.

Skirmish at the Boca Chiea Pass, Tex.

15, 1864. Skirmish at Bayou Liddell, La.

16, 1864. Skirmish near Morgauza, La.

16-17, 1864. Expedition from Devall s Blnft toward Clarendon, Ark.

18, 1864. Skirmish in Barry County, Mo.

19. 1864. Skirmish in Crawford County. Ark.

Skirmish near Montevallo, Mo.

20, 1864. Skirmish near Waterloo. La.

22, 1864. Attack on Union transport, on the White River, near Saint Charles,
Ark.

22-24, 1864. Expedition from Brashear City to Belle River, La.

25. 1864. Attack on Clinton, Mo.

26-27. 1864. Scout from Vidalia to the York Plantation. La.

29, 1864. Skirmish near Warrentou, Mo.

29-Nov.8, 1864. Expedition to Quincy, Mo.,* with skirmishes (November 1

and 2) near Quincy.
Nov. 1, 1864. Skirmish at Rolla, Mo.

Skirmish on the Big Piney, near Waynesville, Mo.

Skirmish near Lebanon, Mo.

Affair at Greenton, Mo.

1-30, 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas.

Transfer of the First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army
Corps, from Missouri to Tennessee.

2, 1864. Affair at Ha/en s Farm, near Devall s Bluff, Ark.

3, 1864. Skirmish at Vera Cruz, Mo.

5- 6, 1864. Operations in Mississippi County, Mo., with skirmishes at Charles

ton (5th) and ne:ir Sikeston (6th).

5- 9, 1864. Expedition from Rolla to Licking, Texas County, Mo., with skir

mish (9th) near Licking.

5-14. 1864. Operations in Colorado Territory.

5-16, 1864. Expedition from Springfield, Mo., to Fort Smith, Ark., with skir

mishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark.

5-23. 1864. Expedition from Lewishurg to Fort Smith, Ark., with skirmishes.

6- 7, 1864. Scout in Callaway County, Mo.
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Nov. (5- 8, 1864. Expedition from Yicksburg, Miss., to Games Landing and H:iyoa

Macon, La.*

6-16, 1864. Affairs at Fort Lyou, Colo. Ter.

9-15, 1864. Scout from Devall s Bluff to Searcy and Clinton, Ark.

10, 1864. Skirmish at Neoslio. Mo.

11-21. 1864. Scout from Springfield, Mo., to Huutsville and Yt-llville. Ark.,

with skirmishes.

12, 1864. Skirmish near Centreville, Mo.

13, 1864. Skirmish with Indians at Ash Crock, near Fort Lamed. Kuns.

13-16, 1864. Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo., with skirmish.

14, 1864. Skirmish on Cow Creek, Kans.

15, 1864. Skirmish at Clinton, La.

16-18, 1864. Scout from Devall s Bluff to West Point, Ark., with skirmishes.

16-23, 1864. Expedition from Brooktield to Brunswick, Kcytcsville, and Salis

bury, Mo.

16-25, 1864. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to Patterson, Wayne County,

Mo., with skirmishes at Reeves Mill (19th), and at Buckskull,

Randolph County, Ark. (20th).

17-19. 1864. Expedition from Brashear City to Bayou Portage, La., with skir

mish (18th) at Lake Fausse Poiute, La.

18, 1864. Skirmish at Fayette, Mo.

19-27, 1864. Expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Caillon, La., with

affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou.

20, 1864. Skirmish with Indians near Fort Zarah, Kaus.

21-30, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Fulton, Mo., with skirmish (28th)

near Fulton.

22-24, 1864. Scout from Devall s Bluff to Augusta, Ark.

23, 1864. Skirmishes at Morgan/a, La.

23-Dec. 10,1864. Expedition from Fort Wingate against Indians in New
Mexico, with skirmish (December 1) on the Red River.

24, 1864. Skirmish at Saint Charles, Ark.

25. 18H4. Affair at Raccourci, near Williamsporr, La.

Engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the Canadian River,

N. Mex.

26, 1864. Skirmish at Osage, Mo.

27-30, 1864. Scout from Little Rock to Benton. Ark.

28.1864. The Department of Mississippi created, and Maj. Gen. Napoleon
J. T. Dana, U. S. Army, assigned to its command.

Skirmish on Cow Creek, Kans.

29, 1864. Skirmish at Doyal s Plantation, La.

Attack on the steamer Alamo, on the Arkansas River, near Darda-

nelle, Ark.

Engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

29-Dec. 3, 1864. Scout from Warrensburg to the Greenton Valley, Mo.

Dec. 1. 1864. Skirmish near Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark.

1- 3.1864. Operations in the vicinity of Waynesville, Mo., with skirmish

(2d) on the Big Piriey.

1- 5. 1864. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar s Pomt, Miss.

For report, see Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 899.
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Dec. 1-31, 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas.

Operations against Indians in Nebraska, with skirmish (8th)

near Plum Creek.

2, 1864. Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, appointed to the eoin-

niand of the Department of the Missouri, vice Rosecraus,

relieved.

3, 1864. Skirmish in Perry County, Ark.

Skirmish near New Madrid, Mo.

4, 1864. Skirmish on the New Texas road, near Morganza, La.

Skirmish with Indians on Cow Creek, near Fort Zarah, Kaus.

5, 1864. Skirmish near Lewisburg, Ark.

6, 1864. Skirmish at Lewisburg, Ark.

7, 1864. Affair at Moselle Bridge, near Franklin, Mo.

7- 8, 1864. Expedition from DevalFs Bluff to Augusta, Ark.

8, 1864. Maj; Gen. Napoleon .1. T. Dana, U. S. Army, assumes command of

the Department of Mississippi.

Affair at Tuscumbia, Mo.

9,1864. Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, assumes command of

the Department of the Missouri.

10-23, 1864 Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, with skirmish

(15th) on Hassayampa Creek.

12, 1864. Skirmish on the Amite River, La.

13, 1864. Affair near Devall s Bluff, Ark.

13-14, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to and beyond Morgan s Ferry, La.

13-15, 1864. Expedition up the White River from Devall s Bluff. Ark.

14, 1864. Skirmish in the Cypress Swamp, near Cape Girardeau, Mo.

14. 1864-Jau. 5, 1865. Operations in the vicinity of Hermitage Plantation,

near Morgauza, La.

16-19, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya River. La.

18, 1864. Skirmish on Little River, in New Madrid County, Mo.

19, 1864. Skirmish at Rector s Farm, Ark.

20, 1864-Jau. 4, 1865. Expeditions from Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo.,

to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and the Saint Francis River,

with skirmishes.

21, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy the Mo
bile and Ohio Railroad, and engagements at Verona,

Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th).

22, 1864. Skirmish on Franklin Creek, Miss.

Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U.S. Army, supersedes Maj. Gen.

Frederick Steele in command of the Department of Arkansas.

23-24, 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, La.

24, 1864. Skirmish near Fort Smith, Ark.

24-25. 1864. Scout from Pine Bluff to Richlaud, Ark., with skirmish (24th)

near Richland.

26, 1864-Jan. 1, 1865. Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, with

skirmish (January 1) at Sycamore Springs, Am.
Ter.

:tO, 1864. Skjjmiish
near Caruthersville, Mo.
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JULY 1, 1864. Skirmish near Fayette, Mo.

REPORTS.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District of North

Missouri.

No. 2. Maj. Reeves Leonard. Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Report of Rr-iy. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District

of North Missouri.

SAINT JOSEPH, Mo., July 2, iSG-i.

COLONEL: A small detachment of the Ninth Cavalry, Missouri State

Militia, under Sergeant Kooutze, fought Holt/claw and his guerrillas

yesterday morning six miles from Fayette, in Howard County. Two
of the guerrillas were killed and one wounded. Our loss one killed and
one wounded. The guerrillas outnumbered our boys two to one. Holtz
claw and his party were at breakfast at the residence of one Henry
Miller, where they had been for several hours, but not one of the citi

zens of that loyal neighborhood reported the presence of the guerrillas
to Major Leonard, who was in less than an hour s ride, with force sufli-

cient to have destroyed the entire band.
CLINTON B. FISK,

Brif/ad ier- Gen era L

Col. O. D. GREENE, .

Assistant Adjutant- Genera I, fiaint Louis.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. Reeves Leonard, Ninth Missouri State Militia Caralry.

HDQRS. DETACH. NINTH ( AV., MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Fayette, Mo., July 2, 1864.

GENERAL: Sergeant Koontze, of this command, with fifteen inen&amp;gt;

had a skirmish yesterday, six miles from Fayette, with Iloltzclaw and
twenty-five other guerrillas. Our loss one killed and one wounded.
Holtzclaw s loss two killed and one wounded. The guerrillas scat

tered; they were getting their breakfast at the house of one Henry
Miller; had been there all morning; no one reported the presence of
these guerrillas, although there was ample opportunity. Colonel Will
iams is here; he reports 150 guerrillas in the Perche Hills, and 1 sup
pose he will start for there forthwith.

R4LEONABD,
Major Ninth (Jaralry, Missouri Mate Militia.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,
ftaint Joseph, Mo.
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JULY 1-31, 1864. Operations in Arkansas.*

OF THE PR.I3SrCIPA.lL.

July 4,1804. Skirmish in Searcy County. ,

0. 1804. Skirmish near lien ton.

7. 1804. Skirmish at Van liuren.

8, 1804. Skirmish near Huutersville.

10, 1864. Skirmish near Little Rook.

Skirmish near Petit Jean.

14, 1804. Action at Bayou Des Arc.

22, 1804. Skirmish near Pine Blurt .

25, 1804. Alfair at Bcnton.

20, 1804. Action at Wallace s Ferry, Big Creek.

27, 1804. Action at Massard Prairie, near Fort Smith.

31, 1804. Action near Fort Smith.

JiKPOTiTS.

No. 1. Ma
j. Gen. Frederick Steele,U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Ar

kansas.

No. 2. Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

No. 3. Maj. Thaddeus S. Clarksou, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union).
No. 4. Col. James Stuart. Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 5. Capt. David II. Wilson, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 0. Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Bulord, U. S. Army, commanding District of Eastern

Arkansas.

No. 7. Lieut, Col. Moses Reed, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops.
No. 8. Maj. Eagleton Carmichael, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 9. Lieut. Harmon T. Chappel, Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Light Artillery.

No. 10. Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, U. S. Army, commanding District of the Fron

tier.

No. 11. Lieut. Jacob Morehead, Sixth Kansas Cavalry.
No. 12. Lieut. Levi F. Stewart, Sixth Kansas Cavalry.
No. 13. Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army.
No. 14. Maj. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. S.

x

Army.
No. 15. Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooper, C. S. Army.

Report of Maj. Gen. Frederick ftteele, U. 8. Army, commanding the

Department of Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT or ARKANSAS, ETC.,
Little Rock, Ark., August 15, 1864.

Record of military operations in the Department of Arkansas for the

montluof .July, 18(54:

4th, a party of fifty-five men, of the Third Arkansas Cavalry Volun

teers, from Lewisburg, under command of Captain Hamilton, of that

* See also skirmish near Brownsville, July 13, p. 08; reconnaissance from Pine

Bluff, July 13, p. 68; expedition from Helena to Buck Island, July 13-16, p. 09;

skirmish on the Benton road, near Little Rock, July 19, p. 87; operations on the

White River, July 19-25, p. 87; scout in Yell County, .July 25-August 11. p. 131;

scout to Searcy and West Point, July 20-28, p. 174; skirmish at Hay Station Ko. 3,

July 30, p. 183; and skirmish near Pine Bluff, July 30, p. 183.
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regiment, made a raid into Searcy, Ark., and killed 7 rebels, wounded
4, and captured 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 53 men, who were organ
ized for General Shelby s command. They also captured 12 horses and
mules, 15 stand of arms, and 1 stand of colors.

6th, Lieutenant Mason, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to Lewis-

burg from a scoiit to Norristown, having captured 3 deserters and de

stroyed 5 flats and skiffs.

10th, a scouting party, consisting of one lieutenant and twenty men
of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, ran into a small party of Con
federates about twenty miles north of Little Rock, killing and wounding
4 and taking 1 prisoner.

llth. Lieutenant Treadway, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to

Lewisburg from scout to near Devil s Fork, having killed rebel Captain
Christopher and 1 man.

12th, Captain Gill, Third Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, returned to

Lewisburg, having had a tight with Captain Adams company on the Ar
kansas River near Petit Jean [lOthj, in which he killed 2 and wounded
several of the enemy.

14th, a battalion of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry returned from
scout through Saline, Hot Springs, and Montgomery Counties. Fought
with small bands of the enemy daily until arriving at Farr s Mill. Cap
tain Green, with twenty-five men of this battalion, engaged Cook s and
Crawford s companies, numbering about 100 men, drove them and
killed 4 and wounded G of the enemy, without a single accident hap
pening to his men. The battalion lost, during the expedition, 1 private
killed, Captain Quin and Lieutenant Spiva and privates wounded,
and 3 men missing.

17th, Lieutenant &quot;Williams, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to

Lewisburg from scout to Norristown, Dover, &c., having killed 3 bush
whackers and 2 horses on the Arkansas River below Xorristown.

22d, Captain Taylor, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to Lewisburg,
from scout to Red River, having killed 4 of the enemy. Maj. L. K.

Thacher, Xinth Kansas Cavalry, while on a scout fifteen miles north
west of Pine Bluff, surprised the camp of Captain Lightfoot, of Cabell s

command, wounding 1 man, capturing 2 horses, 3 guns, and a large
amount of provisions and medical stores, which he destroyed.

24th, Lieutenant Reynolds, Third Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers,
returned to Lewisburg from scout eight miles beyond ( amp Myrick,
having killed 10 of Jackman s and Shelby s men and bringing in 3

prisoners.

25th, a scouting party from the Third Missouri Cavalry, under com
mand of Captain Ing, proceeded to Benton, Ark..and charging into the
town Private George \V. Lucas, Company C, Third Missouri Cavalry,
pursued and killed the rebel Brig. Gen. George M. Holt, Arkansas

militia, capturing his arms and horse.

25th, a reconnoitering party, consisting of 300 men of the Fifty-sixth
and Sixtieth TJ. S. Colored Infantry and one section of Lembke s col

ored battery, the whole under command of Col. W. S. Brooks, Fifty-
sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, moved from Helena in the direction of

Wallace s Ferry, on Big Creek, with the view of ascertaining the designs
and force of the enemy. At the same time 150 men of the Fifteenth

Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, under command of Major Carmichael,

dropped down the Mississippi River on board a steamer, and landing
at % point below Old Town, marched in the direction of Simms Ferry, on
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Big Creek, to co-operate witk Colonel Brooks. The infantry and artil

lery crossed Big Creek at 5 a. in. on the 26th, and learned that the

rebel General Dobbin was near there in force, having three regiments,
estimated at 1,500 men. Colonel Brooks recrossed his command, Dobbin

crossing lower down and before him and attacked him in front and on
the right flank with vigor. The infantry and artillery held their ground
stubbornly for several hours, when Major Carmichael, hearing the can

nonading, made a forced march and charged through Dobbin s com
mand just at the moment when he had brought up his reserve and was
about to make a final charge. Our forces immediately assumed the

offensive and marched in the direction of Helena, the enemy giving way
before them, but following them up within nine miles of that place.
Our loss was about 50 in killed and wounded, including Colonel Brooks,*

Captain Lembke.t Adjutant Pratt,| and Surgeon Stoddard,* of the

Fifty-sixth Colored, killed, and Lieutenant Crane* severely wounded ;

1 caisson and 1 limber that were blown up, their horses having been
killed. The enemy s loss is estimated by officers who were in the

action at about 150 men.

27th, a force of between 1,500 and 2,000 rebels, under General Gano,
attacked our outposts seven miles from Fort Smith, consisting of abofit
200 men of the Sixth Kansas, under command of Captain Mefford, mov
ing up in two columns, the one driving in the pickets and the other

flanking them. Captain Mefford fought his men bravely, but was soon

overpowered, and he and 82 of his men were taken prisoners. The

enemy retired before re-enforcements could be sent. Ten of our men
were killed and 15 wounded. The enemy lost 12 killed and 20 wounded,
left on the field.

Major Galloway, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, routed Major Pick-

ler s arid Buck Brown s forces, killing Major Pickler and a number of

his men, and capturing 35 horses and mules. Captain Worthington,
of the same regiment, subsequently attacked a portion of Brown s force,

killing 9 and capturing 15 horses and mules.

29th, Captain Xapier, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned from scout

to Greenbrier, having killed the rebel Captain Birr near Red Eiver.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. STEELE,

Major- General, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- Genera I U. S. Army, Washington, J). C.

Xo. 2.

Reports of Col. Abraham IF. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union}.

LEWISBURG, ARK., July 13, 18649 p. m.

CAPTAIN: Captain Gill has returned from scout through Perry and

Yell Counties; had two fights with Conly s bushwhacking regiment,

Run them, killing 5 and wounding 10, bringing in 2 prisoners and 8

*Of the 56th U. S. Colored Infantry.
+ Of Battery E, 2d U. S. Colored Liyht Artillery.

t Of the 60th U. S. Colored Infantry.
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horses. The ineii retreated on island below Dardanelle, where Conly
is trying to raise an old flat-boat lying there. There is no other
force of the enemy in that section. I have sent scont this evening be

yond Perryville, then up the Fourche; also one to Norristown, Dover,
&c. Is that infantry regiment coming? River rising.

Respectfully,
A. H. EVAN.

Colonel, Commanding Post,

Capt. ( . II. DYER.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

LEWISBURG. July [1-1\,
186-1.

CAPTAIN: Lieutenant Williams in from scout to Norristown. All

quiet on this side of the river, Great complaints made against Ninth
Kansas Cavalry; they robbed men and women, friend and foe, indis

criminately. Captain Gill had a tight on Sunday with Captain Adams
company on river above Petit Jean, killing two and wounding several
of the enemy. He is now after a force reported eight miles back of Dar-
danelle. Captain Adams wife is now in Little Rock arranging to sell

and get away cotton. She [has] sold and shipped seven bales already.

Respectfully,
A. H. RYAX,

Colonel, tfcc.

Capt. C. II. DYER.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Maj. Thaddeus ti. Clarkson, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

LEWISBURG, July 7, isv-l 10 a. m.

CAPTAIN: I sent out Captain Hamilton, with fifty-five men, on Sat

urday, the 2d, to go into Searcy County and break up a company of

men organizing to join Shelby; he returned last night, having killed 7

rebels, wounded 4, and captured 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 53 men,
who had organized and were to start on Tuesday last for Shelby. He
captured also 12 horses and mules, 15 stand of arms, and 1 stand of

colors. Captain Hamilton reports from an organized [sic] a regiment
north of Batesville, to join Shelby, who, he still thinks, is down on White-
River. One of the men killed by Captain Hamilton was a deserter from
this regiment, who had joined the rebels. I will send the prisoners
down by first boat.

T. S. CLAKKSOX,
Major, Commanding Post.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Xo. 4.

Report of Col. James Stuart. Tenth Illinois Cavalry.

JllINTERHVILLE, July [.9],

(Received 8.15 a. m. 10th)
CAPTAIN: The scout of one lieutenant and twenty men sent out byme returned last night. They ran into a small party of rebels: killed

and wounded 4: took 1 prisoner.
JAS. STUART,

Colonel, CommanditKi Post.

Capt. (. . II. UYEK,
t

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Xo. 5.

Reports of Capt. David H. Wilson. Tenth Illinois Cavalry.

BROWNSVILLE, ARK., July 1L iSti-J .; p. m.
GENERAL: My camp at Bayou Des Arc was attacked at 4.30 this a.

m. by a large force 1 should think 800. I went into the tight with
- 14 men and 7 officers, and came out with 75 men and 5 officers. The
atacking party I believe to be Shelby.

Respectfully,
D. II. WILSOX,

Captain, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
Brig. Gen. E. A. CARE,

Commanding District.

BiiOWNSVILLE, July li, 1861 9.50 p. m.
GENERAL : Yours by telegraph is just at hand. The attack was made

on my command at 4.oO this a. m. The attack was made on three sides at
the same time. The enemy was dismounted in the front and rear, and
mounted on left flank. They must have got into position and made the
attack at once, as my dispatch bearer to Brownsville left camp at 4 o clock
and saw nothing of the enemy. I intended to move to Austin this

morning- and was all ready to start when the attack was made. On the
fire of the first gun I ordered my bugler to blow to horse. The Squad
rons H, K, and D. were pressed so hard by the enemy that they only
made out to mount and fall back, and lost largely in men and horses
before that could be done. By this time both squadrons were mounted
and in line. I ordered them to dismount, to fight on foot, intending to

fall back to the bayou, which was about fifty yards in the rear of the
two last-named squadrons. As they were dismounting: they received

volleys from three squadrons of the enemy that had advanced to the
north side of the bayou, dismounted and crossed the bayou, and lay
under the south bank. I then ordered the two squadrons to mount,
and seeing the enemy nearly round my right to the bayou and about
three squadrons of mounted cavalry corning up on my left, 1 ordered
the two mounted squadrons to break by fours, the left, and charge out
between the left of mounted cavalrv and the right of the dismounted.
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They did so, fighting their way out. The enemy did not .show but very
little disposition to pursue. My loss in killed, wounded, and missing
is 129 men and 2 officers; also my team and ambulance.

I am, respectfully,
D. H. WILSON,

Captain, Commanding Detachment Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
General CARR.

No. &amp;lt;;.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Bufovd, r. &amp;lt;V. Army, commanding
District of Eastern Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OP EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., July 2(&amp;gt;,

186-1.

SIR: In order to ascertain the force and design of the enemy, yester
day at 4 p. in. I sent out a reconnoitering party of 280 of the Fifty-
sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, eighty of the Sixtieth, and one section of
Lembke s colored battery, all under the command of Col. W. S. Brooks,
of the Fifty-sixth, with orders to cross Big Creek at Wallace s Ferry,
and co-operate with Major Carmichael, of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry,
who left at the same time with 150 men of his regiment, dropping
down in a steamer below Old Town, and marching to Simms Ferry, on
Big Creek, to pass through Trenton, and co-operate with Colonel Brooks.
All moved as was designed. The infantry and artillery crossed Big Creek
at 5 this a. in. and learned that Colonel Dobbin was near therein force
with three regiments estimated at 1,500 men. Brooks recrossed, Dobbin
crossing lower down before him and attacking him in front and on his

right flank with vigor. The assault was bravely resisted for three and a
half hours against this great odds, when Major Carmichael, who heard
the cannonading, recrossed Big Creek to this side and made a forced

march, arriving at the critical moment, when Dobbin had marshaled
his reserve and was about to make a final charge on our exhausted
forces. Colonel Brooks, Captain Lembke, Adjutant Pratt, and Surgeon
Stoddard had been killed, and Lieutenant Crane severely wounded.
Carmichael charged right through Dobbin and at once changed the
fortune of the day, our forces immediately assuming the offensive and
marched homeward, the enemy giving way before them, but following

1

up within nine miles of this place. The whole force returned in high
spirits, having successfully combated more than three times their num
ber, and leaving only about 50 killed and wounded, with a very slight
loss of baggage, and one caisson and one limber that were blown up,
owing to their horses having been killed. The colored troops fought
like veterans, none flinched. Major Carmichael by his decision and
energetic efforts saved the day. All the troops deserve praise. Major
Carmichael captured 4 prisoners, from whom 1 learn that but for this

reconnaissance Dobbin would have attacked the plantations below this

place at daybreak to-morrow, and that Shelby is in force on the Spring
Creek road, and it was expected that Dobbin would draw me out with
a large part of my command, when Shelby would attack the batteries

from the hills. 1 will soon make you more detailed reports of the exact
losses. All the officers estimate the enemy s loss at about 150 killed

and wounded. The artillery was nobly served by its brave commander,
who has given his life to his country. In the loss of Colonel Brooks
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the army and the country will mourn a brave and gallant officer. The
other officers who were killed died at the post of duty, leaving behind
them spotless reputations. I again earnestly call General Steele s

attention to the smallness of my cavalry and artillery force. But for

this reconnaissance I should have had my hands full to-morrow. What
may it bring forth 1?

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant.
^. B. BUFOR1),

Brigadier- Gen era I. Commanding.
Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN,

Assista n t A djit ta n t- Genera I.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., July

DEAR SIR: Soon after my dispatch of this date left, I learned by my
returning forces that my troops, instead of disaster, made a glorious
fight. The colored infantry, 3b0, and one section of colored artillery,
all under the command of Col. W. S. Brooks, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored

Infantry, crossed Big Creek at 5 a. in., and learning the enemy were in

force recrossed, and were attacked by Colonel Dobbin with three
mounted regiments on the front and right. The assault was bravely
resisted for three hours and a half, when Major Carmichael, command
ing 150 men of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, who had crossed Big-
Creek at a point seven miles below the infantry, hearing the artillery,
made a forced march, recrossed the creek, and came in to the relief of
the infantry, just as they were being overpowered. Dobbin had a full

regiment of his reserves brought forward to make a final charge on our
exhausted forces, Colonel Brooks, Captain Lembke, of the artillery,

Adjutant Pratt, and Lieutenant Crane having fallen, the first three
killed and the latter severely wounded, and having lost about eighty
killed and wounded, when Major Carmichael charged through his lines

and turned the fortune of the day. Our forces returned here in good
order, bringing off the killed officers and all the wounded, with very
light loss of baggage. Surgeon Stoddard, of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Col
ored Infantry, was killed in the act of examining the mortal wound of

his brave colonel. The officers report the enemy suffered the loss of at

least 150 killed and wounded. All the command have returned in fine-

spirits, only mourning the gallant dead. Major Carmichael captured
four prisoners, from whom I learn that it was the design of Dobbin to

have overrun the leased plantations to-morrow at dawn and draw me
out, and that Shelby s force are marching on me by the Spring Creek
road. If this is true, except for this reconnaissance I would have had

my hands full to-morrow morning. All the country are in arms. If

you send me re-enforcements I shall march out and try to clear the

country of the enemy. The colored troops, li&amp;lt;SO of the Fjfty-sixth, eighty
of the Sixtieth, and Lembke s battery, have won great credit.

1 am, your friend and obedient servant,
N. B. BUFOKD,

Briyatlier- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. C. C. WASHBURN,
Commanding District of \\

r

et Tennessee.

2 R R VOL XLI, TT I
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ADDENDA .

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DIST. OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
No. 47. } Helena, Ark., July 31, 1864.

This command is in mourning for four of its most meritorious and
gallant officers. On the morning of the 20th instant Col. W. S.

Brooks, in command of detachments of the Fifty-sixth and the Sixtieth

U. S. Colored Infantry, and one section of Leinbke s battery, number
ing, all told, 308 men and officers, were attacked by overwhelming
forces, at least three to one, at Big Creek. Surrounded and pressed
on three sides, the whole command unflinchingly held their ground for

three hours, doing so much damage to the enemy that he was success

fully kept at bay. Col. W. S. Brooks early in the engagement,
mounted, marshaling and encouraging his men, at the post of duty
and honor, fell mortally wounded. His honorable career is thus early
closed. He entered the service as a private in the First Iowa Infantry.
He was promoted to a lieutenant of the Nineteenth Iowa. He distin

guished himself at the battle of Wilson s Creek, and again at the bat
tle of Prairie Grove, where he was wounded. He was appointed lieu

tenant-colonel of his regiment, now the Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored

Infantry, and promoted to be its colonel, in which office he displayed
all the qualities of an excellent officer, the regiment exhibiting daily
improvement in knowledge and discipline under his command. He
was enterprising and sought active duty and distinction. And how
shall we mourn the gallant Capt. James F. Lembkei? He was a youth
ful foreigner, but he became a true American citizen. He enlisted as
a private at the breaking out of the rebellion in Taylor s (Chicago) bat

tery. He fought at Belmont, Donelson, Shiloh, Chickasaw Bayou,
Arkansas Post, and Vicksburg. He was so brave and intelligent that
he was made captain of Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Artillery

(light), and came here with orders to enlist and organize his battery.
We have witnessed his success and faithfulness. Early in the action
of the 20th instant, at the post of duty, he fell mortally wounded.
The Swedes in America have given us no better soldier. They and
we shall cherish his fame. Adjt. Theodore W. Pratt, of the Sixtieth
U. S. Colored Infantry, eagerly volunteered to go with his small de
tachment as aide-de-camp to Colonel Brooks. He was a useful and
faithful officer. He sought active service and distinction, and proved
his gallantry and devotion. He fell mortally wounded, on the 20th

instant, at the post of duty. Surg. J. C. Stoddard has been known
to us as the skillful and faithful surgeon of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Col
ored Infantry from its organization. His attention to his duties was
unsurpassed by any of the officers of his department. He was killed

while in the act of examining the wounds of his brave commander.
While this action has tilled us with mourning for the four gallant

officers who yielded up their lives, we mourn also for nineteen killed of

our brave troops, and sympathize with Lieut. A. B. Crane, of Company
I), of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, who was severely wounded.
But we rejoice hi the glory acquired on this well disputed field by our
colored troops. Will they fight

1

? Ask the enemy.
This little band was rescued by Major Cariniehael, who was sent out

on a parallel line to co-operate, and who instantly flew to the reliefofthe

detachment, as soon as he heard the sounds ofbattle, seven miles distant,
and with his small force of 140 men of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry
broke the enemy s line and enabled our forces to assume the offensive

and return safely to Helena, though having to cut their way through
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the enemy, who repeatedly obstructed their path with superior numbers.
We have paid the last honors to the dead. Their memories will never
perish.

By order of Brig. Gen. X. B. Buford:
T. C. MEATYAED,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Lieut. Col. Moses Reed, Fifty-sixth U. 8. Colored Troops.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTY-SIXTH U. S. COLORED INFANTRY,
Helena. Ark., July 27, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate to you the following
report of an engagement at Wallace s Ferry, on Big Creek, twenty-two
miles south of west of Helena, Ark., on the 26th day of July, 1864, be
tween a Federal force consisting of 315 infantry, two pieces of artillery,
and 130 cavalry, all under the command of Col. W. S. Brooks, Fifty-
sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, and a Confederate force under the com
mand of General Dobbin, numbering at least 1,500 cavalry and mounted
infantry :

We arrived within three-quarters of a mile of Big Creek at 3 a. m.
of the 26th instant. Made a reconnaissance across the creek at day
light, but failing to find an enemy there, and gathering from citizens
and negroes the information that the enemy had left the day before in
the direction of Cotton Plant, we recrossed the creek, threw out pickets,
and in an hour were unexpectedly attacked by an enemy largely our su

perior in numbers, who advanced upon us from three sides at the same
time. We formed our lines and held our position for about four hours
under a severe and continuous fire from the enemy, their lines being in
some places not more than fifty yards from our own. The fight was
severe until about 10 o clock, when a detachment of the Fifteenth Illi

nois Cavalry, under Major Carmichael, came to our assistance, cutting
their way directly through the enemy s lines to reach us. On their

arrival the enemy gave way on our right, and, after consultation with

Major Carmichael, who represented that Shelby s command was in our
rear with from 4,000 to 6,000 men, that could be concentrated in an
hour or two, aiid brought to bear upon us, I determined to retreat,
which was effected by officers and men of the command in a gallant
and successful manner. The enemy continually pressed us on all sides,
we marching in line of battle, keeping up a constant running fight to

within eleven miles of Helena, \vhere we found them in force on our
front while they were also pressing us heavily from the rear. We im

mediately engaged them in front, driving them handsomely for two

miles, when they withdrew and did not again molest us. The enemy
here lost 7 killed.

I regret to state that a few minutes after the tight opened, Capt. J. F.

Lembke, Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light), was killed, and Col. W.
S. Brooks, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, and Adjutant Pratt, ot

the Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry, both fell mortally wounded and

expired on the field. Soon after, Surg. J. C. Stoddard, Fifty-.sixth U. S.

Colored Infantry, while examining the wound of Colonel Brooks, was

instantly killed, and First Lieut. A. B. Crane, Fifty-sixth II. S. Colored

Infantry, commanding Company D, fell severely wounded. These
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officers all fell nobly and gallantly defending their country s honor.

Capt. G. W. Holibaugh, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, was also

slightly wounded.
Too much praise cannot be given Lieutenant Chappel and Sergeant

Ward, of the Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light), for the gallant
manner in which they served their pieces in keeping the enemy at

bay, as also the brave Carmichael and his ^command, to whom we
were indebted for our deliverance. I cannot pass without notice

Chaplain J. Brooks, of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, who,
with a small squad of men, rescued from the grasp of the enemy a
caisson with all its horses; and here, too, I must make mention of
First Lieut. W. O. Kretzinger, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, who
acted as my aide and behaved in a brave and gallant manner. Private

Henry Jackson, wagon-master, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, is

also entitled to favorable mention for bravery displayed upon the battle
field. Captains Ramsey and Brown, of the Sixtieth TT. S. Colored

Infantry, are entitled to a high meed of praise for their cool bravery
and heroism under the most trying and difficult circumstances. I

can only say that both officers and men of the entire command
conducted themselves with the utmost bravery, coolness, and daring.
Our losses are comprised in the following: Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored

Infantry, 2 commissioned officers and 11 men killed; 2 commissioned
officers and 24 men wounded, and 3 men missing; total, commissioned,
4; total, enlisted, 34; aggregate, 42. Sixtieth U. .S. Colored Infantry,
1 commissioned officer and 3 men killed, 10 men wounded; total, com
missioned, 1;. total, enlisted, 13; aggregate, 14. Battery E, Second
U. S. Colored Artillery (light),! commissioned officer and 1 man killed,

3 men wounded, and 1 man missing; total, commissioned, 1; total, en
listed, 5; aggregate, 6 . Total killed, wounded, and missing: Commis
sioned officers. 0; enlisted men, 56; aggregate, (&amp;gt;2. A large number of
horses and mules having been killed, we were obliged to leave on the
field one caisson complete, one caisson body, 4 wagons and 1 medicine

chest, all of which were destroyed. We also lost a quantity of small-

arms, the number of which I cannot yet ascertain, but no artillery.
We brought off the dead and wounded commissioned officers, also the
most of our wounded men, leaving the remaining dead unburied.

Adjt. S. J. Clark, of the Fifty-sixth U&quot;. S. Colored Infantry, lost 1 horse
killed and equipments.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. REED,

Lieutenant- Colonel Fifty-sixth U. *V. Colored Infantry, Comdy.

Brig. Gen. N. B. BUFORD,
Comdfj. District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark.

Report of Maj. Eagletoli Carmichael) Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ILLINOIS CAVAJLRY,
Helena, Ark., July 27, 1864.

SIR: I left Helena in command of 140 men, with the following offi

cers: Captains Hutchens and Adams, Lieutenants Ewing and Ander
son. Lieutenant Webster, of the Fifteenth, and Lieutenant David, of
the Thirty-fifth Missouri, went as volunteers. I embarked at 3 p. m.
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on the 25th instant on the steamers Dove and Hamilton Belle; arrived
at Gillen s at 8 p. in.

;
disembarked and fed, ordering the boats to return

immediately. I started on the inarch at 9 p. in. and found great diffi

culty in traveling, it being so dark in the bottoms; arrived at Simms
Ford, on Big Creek, at daylight, I learned there that all the pickets
along the creek had been withdrawn the day before. I crossed and
proceeded on the direct road to Trenton, and near Carlos we captured
4 rebel prisoners, two of whom said they belonged to Foss regiment,
and two to Gordon s regiment, of Shelby s command. They informed
me that the headquarters of the command was near there. I went on
and found where they had been encamped, but they were gone, having
left their wagons, ambulances, and some unarmed men who had scat
tered in the bushes on hearing of our approach. Just before I arrived
at the camp I heard the artillery firing at Wallace s Ferry, and thought
it proper to waste no time in gathering up the rebel stragglers. I went
on toward Trenton until within one mile and a half of that place,
and hearing the musketry 1 changed my course so as to recross Big
Creek, having satisfied myself that there were three regiments besides
some straggling companies of rebels, and believed it for the best to
reach Colonel Brooks command as soon as possible. I crossed Big-
Creek one mile and a half below Jim Seaif s plantation, and pro
ceeded up to Scaif s, thence, across Beaver Bayou, thence across Lick
Creek near its confluence with Big Creek, thence up to the bottom, and
struck the Wallace Ferry road, three-quarters of a mile in the rear of
Colonel Brooks command, arriving at 10 a. m., and found the rebels in
his rear on the road. We passed through them, driving them into the
woods. I then halted my command, and, leaving it in charge of Cap
tain Hutchens, proceeded myself to communicate with the infantry
command and learn its situation. I found that they had been fighting
nearly five hours a very superior force of rebels, well organized and well

armed, and that Colonel Brooks and several of his officers were killed.

Lieutenant-Colonel Keed consulted me on the prospect of getting his

command out, which I told him could be done. Leaving him preparing
for the march, I returned to the cavalry, and found that they had had
some sharp fighting while I was absent, Dobbin having made a charge
upon them, which was repulsed, and Captain Hutchens charged the
rebels and drove them from the field. We distributed the cavalry to

the best advantage for the protection of the command, and Colonel
Reed coming up, we started for Helena. I left Captain Hutchens to

conduct the rear, and too much praise cannot be awarded him for the
skill and bravery displayed during the whole march, handsomely
repelling every assault the enemy made upon him.
On arriving near the junction of the Spring Creek road I expected

to find the enemy there if at all in our front in force, and had

apprised Colonel Heed of the probability and suggested that every
thing be prepared for action. We found the enemy there, as I ex

pected, and were fully prepared for them and drove them from their

position, causing them to disperse in not verygood order. The rebels

had annoyed us in front, rear, and both flanks all the way from Big
Creek till after their last repulse at the junction of the Spring Creek
road. From there to Helena we were not troubled by them except in

the rear. W&captured 5 prisoners of war, 2 of Foss regiment and 2

of Gordon s regiment, Shelby s command, I of Dobbin s regiment. We
captured 3 horses and 2 mules. Four of the animals have been turned
over to the district quartermaster. Joseph Impey, hospital steward,

requests that he may keep one horse which was captured, that is now
in his possession, in lieu of one stolen last winter.
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Lieut. F. W. Webster, Company D, who volunteered his services to

accompany me, rendered very efficient service during- the whole expedi
tion. Lieutenant David, Thirty-fifth Missouri, is also entitled to much
praise for valuable service rendered. Both of these officers seemed to
be always where they were the most needed. Too much praise cannot
be awarded to the other officers of the Fifteenth for promptness and
bravery in executing- every command The men, too, are entitled to
their share of praise for their gallantry. One determination seemed to

predominate, and that was to save the command at any cost. The offi

cers and men of the Fifteenth all unite in awarding- the highest praise
to the officers and men of the colored troops for their stubborn bravery
in every action of the day.
The casualties in our regiment are as follows: 1 private. Company

C, slightly wounded; 1 private of Company I&amp;gt;, who accompanied Col
onel Brooks as guide, missing.

Very respectfully, &&amp;lt;&amp;gt;.,

E. CARMICHAEL.
Major, (lomfly. Detachment Fifteenth lllinoix (Rivalry Voh.

Capt. T. C. MEATYARD,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral, Dint, of Eastern Arkansas.

No . !).

Report of Lieut. Harmon T. Chappcl, Battery E, Second U. *S
f

. Colored

Light Artillery.

HDQRS. BATTY. E, SECOND U. S. COL. ARTY. (LIGHT),
Helena, Ark., July 2!&amp;gt;, 1S64.

SIR : I have the honor to report that on the evening of July 25, at
4.30 p. in., in company with Colonel Brooks, of the Fifty-sixth U. S.

Colored Infantry, in command of detachments from the Fifty-sixth and
Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry, with one section of Battery E, Second
U. S. Colored Artillery (light), commanded by Cnpt. J. F. Leuibke, we
moved out on the Little Rock road with orders to guard the crossing
at Big Creek, eighteen miles from this place.
We proceeded without delay as ordered until 9 p. m., when we halted

one hour to rest and get supper, and again moved forward until 3 a. m.
26th instant, within half a mile of Big Creek, where we halted till day
light. At daylight, leaving the transportation, two caissons and the
rined gun, with parts of two companies of infantry, we moved ahead
and took position at the crossing of Big Creek, while Colonel Brooks
with part of the infantry crossed over to make a reconnaissance. In less

than an hour he returned, reporting no enemy in that vicinity, and at

once ordering the force left in the rear forward, and that breakfast be

got and the teams watered and fed. Before the teams were all un
hitched it wras rumored that the enemy was advancing upon our rear.

I at once got the rifled gun into position about 200 yards from the creek
and facing our left, and awaited their approach. The enemy were con
cealed in the thick timber and were within 150 yards of us before I

opened on them, wrhen they charged with a yell, but being well sup
ported by Captain Brown, of the Sixtieth, with sixteen men, and Cap
tain Patten, of the Fifty-sixth, with twenty-five men, and using canister

rapidly and carefully, we repulsed them. They next, took position
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behind the work forming- the bridge over the low ground, which com
pelled the infantry on my right to tall back; being thus left without

support on my right or left 1 fell back and joined the main force, &quot;at

once reporting to Captain Lembke, who was on the right with the how
itzer. Before he had given me any instructions he was shot dead, this

about half an hour after the first gun was fired. I at once ordered the
rifled gun to support the left under Sergeant Graham, and went to

assist my men on theright. From this time until 11 a. m. we kept up a
brisk fire, when we were joined by Major Carmichael. of the Fifteenth
Illinois Cavalry, with about 100 men of his command. After holding a
consultation the officers concluded to fall back, as the enemy would
soon be re-enforced by troops from General Shelby s command. Having
six horses killed and seven badly wounded it was impossible to bring
off my caissons, and just at starting two other horses were shot, which
forced me to leave all but my two guns and one limber.

The casualties were as follows: Killed, Capt. J. F. Lembke; mortally
wounded, Corpl. William Smizer, and left on the field ; mortally wounded,
Private Robert Jenkins, since dead ; slightly wounded, Privates Thomas
Thomas and Jacob Early; missing, Private Thomas Jeff. Green.

During the whole fight the colored men stood up to their duty like

veterans, and it was owing to their strong arms and cool heads, backed

by fearless daring, alone that I was able to get away either of my guns.
They marched eighteen miles at once, fought five hours, against three

to one, and were as eager at the end as at the beginning for the fight.

Never did men, under such circumstances, show greater pluck or

daring.
I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

H. T. CHAPPEL,
First Lieutenant.

Capt. T. C. MEATYARD,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dist. of Eastern Arkansas.

Xo. 10.

Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, V. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Ihe Frontier.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER,
Fort Smith. Ark., July 30, ISM.

SIR: I have to report that on the morning of the 27th instant a force

of between 1,500 and 2,000 rebels, under command of General Gano, all

mounted, attacked my outpost, seven miles out, composed of about 200

men of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry, under command of Captain Mef-

ford. They moved up in two columns, one driving in the pickets, the

other flanking them. Captain Mefford formed his men and fought them

bravely, but was very soon overpowered, and he and 82 men were

taken prisoners, and the enemy retired before re-enforcements could

be got to the relief of our men. I sent a force in pursuit but could

not overtake them. There were 10 of our men killed and 15 wounded;
12 of the enemy killed and 20 wounded, left on the field. E have been

obliged to keep a force out that distance so that our stock could graze
on the prairie.
Some eight days ago eight of my citizen scouts surprised the pickets

of the enemy anil took 1 lieutenant and men prisoners, and brought
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them in. Major Galloway, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, routed Major
Pickler and his command, belonging to Stand Watie and Buck Brown s

force, killing Major Pickler and a number of his men, and captured 35
horses and mules. Captain Worthington, of the same regiment, sub

sequently attacked a portion of Brown s force, killing 9 rebels and cap
turing 15 horses and 3 mules. The enemy, under Cooper and Maxey, are

camped on Buck Creek about twenty-five miles southwest of here. 1

still think their object is to hold this force here, and also to make raids
across tlffc river between here and Gibson when the river is fordable, as
it soon will be. I have no fears as to this place or Gibson. 1 may have
to withdraw the troops from Clarksville for the reason that I shall have
to keep trains running from Fort Gibson to Fort Scott, and shall

have to strengthen the escorts on that route, and also guard the fords
between here and Gibson. I also have to furnish a large force to guard
the parties putting up hay. My cavalry are almost useless as cavalry
for the want of serviceable horses. 1 am anxious to hear about your
situation and the movements of the enemy in your front and below you.
The force in my front is from 5,000 to 7,000, nearly all mounted. 1 am
only prevented from moving out and fighting them by the want of cav

alry and artillery horses. I could not move my batteries twenty miles
this hot weather before half of the horses would give out.

I would call your attention to the fact that the term of service of the
Second Indiana Battery, now here, expires on the last of next month.
1 should be glad to get the Third Kansas Battery up here, now at

Little Rock.

Very respectfully,
JOHN M. TIIAYEE,

Jlrigadier-General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. FREDERICK STEELE,
Commanding Department of Arka-nxa*.

A I) I&amp;gt; K X D A .

Itinerary of the District of the Frontier, commanded hi/ Brin. Gen.
John M. Thaytr*

July 2. The Ninth Kansas Cavalry was ordered to Little Rock.

July 9. The First Arkansas Cavalry transferred to Third Brigade.
July 11, The Second Indian Home Guards transferred to Indian

Brigade.
July XI. The Fourth Arkansas Infantry (organizing) was ordered

to Little Rock.

July 27. At daybreak the Sixth Kansas Cavalry, on outpost duty,
six miles from Fort Smith, were attacked by General Gano s (Texas)
brigade. Loss: 10 killed, 17 wounded; captured, 115 enlisted men and
2 commissioned officers, Captain Mefford and Lieutenant Defriese.

July 31. Pickets driven in by forces under Cooper, Gano, Stand
Watie, and Folsom, all mounted. Their advance was met by Colonel

Judson, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, commanding Third Brigade, one mile
from the fortifications, who succeeded, alter .a brisk engagement, in

driving them back. Could not be pursued for want of a sufficient

mounted force. Casualties Colonel Judson wounded, 10 enlisted men
killed and wounded. Rebel loss not known.

* From monthly return.
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No. 11.

Report of TAewt. Jacob ^forehead, Sixth Jtanftas Cavalry.

FORT SMITH, ARK., July 29, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report to you that I was in command of

Company B, Sixtli Kansas Cavalry, on the morning- of the 127th

instant, when the enemy made the attack on our camp, on Massard
Prairie; and as .soon as the alarm was given that the enemy was in the

prairie, which was about (5 a. m.. I sent immediately for the herd,
which had been out grazing- since daylight, and was about three-

quarters of a mile southwest of cam]). I formed my men on the rig-lit

of camp to protect my herd as it came in and until it could be secured,
but before the horses could be brought up the enemy charged on us,
which stampeded the herd and left the men on foot to light as best they
could. We drove the enemy back, and as 1 had received no orders from
the commanding officer, I ordered my men to fall back until they could
form on the right of the other companies. When 1 had fallen back to

the left of my company s parade ground I came in speaking distance

of Major Mefford, when I received orders to form my company on the

right to protect the camp. I. immediately took the position assigned

me, with Company D on my left. We held our position, repulsing
three distinct charges of the enemy. At this- time I saw that Major
Mefford had, with Companies E and II, been driven from their position
on the left of the line and had begun to fall back across the prairie. I

knew that I could not hold my ground much longer with what nien I

had, so, without receiving orders from Major Mefford, commenced fall

ing back toward him. As we fell back \ had several men captured by
the enemy that was advancing through the timber in the center of our

camp. We fought and retreated in good order until we came within

half a mile of the house on the prairie, when the enemy closed in on all

sides, taking many more of our men prisoners. Those that were left

continued lighting and falling back to the house. There the men that

were left were overpowered and captured. Before we reached the

house I received a slight wound in the right thigh. Some of my men
who were first captured made their escape by hiding in the thick

brush, the enemy not staying to hunt for stragglers, but left immedi

ately after the men at the house were captured, taking with them all

the men that could travel. All did well under the circumstances, it

being a surprise; after driving in the pickets the enemy was in our

camj). I lost in the engagement 3 killed, 2 mortally wounded, 5

severelv wounded, and 40 men taken prisoners.
JACOB MOREHEAD,

First Lieut., Sixth Knnttnst Car. \ oltt., Comd(j. Company B.

Col. W. R, JFDSON,
Commanding Firat

Ilrltj&amp;lt;tde.

No. 12.

Report of Lieut. Levi F. Steirart, Sixth Kanmx Cavalry.

CAMI&amp;gt; NEAR FORT SMITH, ARK.,
August 2, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report according to instructions tlie fol

lowing:
Being stationed on outpost duty on the Texas road about four miles

and a half from Fort Smith, Ark., about 11 p. m. [a. m.j of the morning
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of July 31, 1864, hearing my pickets firing, 1 immediately mounted my
men, numbering thirty-five

in all, and started to learn the cause of the

firing. After proceeding about half a mile I met my pickets coming
toward me on a run and a number of the enemy following them, at
which I halted and formed in line, and after exchanging shots with the

enemy I found they were too strong for the number of men under my
command and I [was] forced to fall back toward Fort Smith, Ark.,
exchanging shots continually with the enemy. I was forced to fall back
some two miles and a half. I halted and formed into line and found
the enemy had halted. During the skirmishing one of my men was
either killed or taken prisoner and one wounded.
The enemy captured all of my camp and garrison equipage, as I

was forced to have some cam]) and garrison equipage as my camp
was a permanent outpost.

I have the honor, colonel, to be. very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
L. F. STEWART,

Second Lieutenant, Commanding Gamp.

COMDG. OFFICER SIXTH KANSAS VOL. CAVALRY.

No. 13.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE FORCES,
July Jtf, 1864.

COLONEL: Lieut. J. S. Green, bearing this communication, is duly
authorized by me to communicate with you and get definite instructions
in regard to certain questions he will ask, but which 1 am unwilling to

trust to paper for fear of accidents.
On the 12th instant I organized a column of 1,000 men into three

distinct raiding detachments, and sent them straight at the railroad
with orders to waste, burn, and destroy. The column on the extreme

right, commanded by Col. B. F. Gordon, struck the Tenth Illinois

Cavalry between Searcy and Bayou Des Arc [on the 14th], fought
them fiercely for half an hour, routed them, killed 20 on the field, wounded
many, captured 87 prisoners, 1 six-mule wagon loaded with supplies, 1

ambulance, and 200 stand of cavalry fire-arms.

This boasted regiment, which has weekly made a pilgrimage to Searcy,
and thrown to us the gauge of defiance, was whipped, routed, and scat

tered, and only saved from utter annihilation by the superior quality
of its horses. The other two columns were progressing finely when last

heard from, and I hope soon to tell you of good work done for the rail

road. I have a heavy force below Clarendon, on White River, which
levies a stern contribution of lead on every passing transport, and my
scouts range unmolested from the Mississippi River to Devall s Bluff,

which latter place they have fired into no less than four times and cap
tured prisoners on the opposite bank of the river.

Acting Brigadier-General Adams is in command of the Northern Sub-
District of Arkansas, whose duty it is to regulate its internal affairs,

supervise and systematize its civil functions, and perform the necessary
duties of a military governor. But I have assumed control of all the

troops in the field and left General Adams a few provost guards,
because but few were needed. In the event of my leaving here with all

the troops the district will be without support, and I wish to know
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definitely whether in such an event General Adams is to be left in com
mand of everything; and if so, what number of troops shall be left with
him. You are well aware that when the forces under my command
leave this country all organized resistance to the enemy will cease,
therefore the fewer number of soldiers left here the less incentive will

the Federals have to waste and pillage the country.
You will remember I informed you that I had sent Colonel McCray

to the Mississippi Kiver for arms and ammunition, and I can now
assure you of the success of that expedition 840 stand of arms have
been added to the effective force of this district, together with 68,000
rounds of ammunition. I firmly believe 1 can bring 0,000 new men to

the army, and if I have good luck I intend to arm them all. The material
for my operations is rather inferior, but by patience, perseverance, and
tact 1 think J shall make u the calling and election sure.&quot; In the event
of my leaving here shall I bring General Adams with me, and shall I

give him any command over the troops I bring out? These questions
1 desire to have answered immediately. I send you late papers. The
news from the East is still, as usual, very encouraging. Colonel Coffee
has received authority from General Smith to raise a regiment, giving
him until September 1. Shall 1 leave him here if I return before that
time? But it will not do, in my opinion, to leave any troops here, as it

will be only a nucleus for deserters to come back to.

Very respectfully,
JO. O. SHELBY,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Colonel BELTON,

Assistant Adjutant- (Genera I, Camden, Ark.

HDQRS. CONFEDERATE FORCES NORTHERN ARKANSAS,
July 31, 1864.

COLONEL: Again I have to report another severe fight and another
brilliant victory. You will remember that I informed you in my last

dispatch of having sent Colonels Dobbin and Gordon with 1,000 men
to ravage and destroy the Government plantations below Helena,

They started on the 26th[ ?], and on the 28th [26th] they met, fought, and
routed completely 1,U50 white men and negroes, killing 1 colonel, 1

lieutenant-colonel, and 153 men, besides 5 captains, and capturing 5

wagons loaded with commissaries, 2 caissons containing ammunition,
horses, mules, guns, and pistols. The enemy had two pieces of artil

lery; was attacked and driven out of a chosen position behind a levee

and driven pell-mell into the corporation limits of Helena.
On the same day at another hour Colonel Gordon with 1200 men

attacked Major Carmichael of house-burning memory; charged him

furiously, scattered his force of 300 veterans, and left 63 of them dead
on the field. No quarter was given and none asked. The fight was

bloody and brief, and their superiority of horses alone saved them from

annihilation. The Confederate loss was 8 killed and 40 wounded.
Dobbin and Gordon immediately proceeded to the plantations, since

which time J have no further reports.*******
Respectfullv, your obedient servant,

JO. O. SHELBY.
Krigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera I. District of Arkansas.
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HEADQUARTERS SHELBY S DIVISION,
December 1X64.

?

COLONEL:*
I rested until July 12, organizing and putting into running order

various regiments and brigades, and scouting and patrolling the coun

try from one end to the other alter jayhawkers and robbers, many of whom
were caught and executed directly on the spot. In these quiet and sul

try days of summer a Federal cavalry regiment the Tenth Illinois

came weekly to Searcyand sent an indirect challenge for an equal force

to come down and fight them. On the llth [12th] Colonel Gordon with
500 men started after them, and on the 12th [14th] at daylight charged
directly into cam]), firing upon some sound asleep and others undressed.
The panic and rout was complete. Out of the 000 boasting Federals
not 100 escaped to tell the tale. Gordon gathered up carefully all the

arms, and sending part of his force to the railroad under Major Mc-
Daniel, returned to cam]) with his prisoners.
McDaniel struck the railroad the next day, captured 13 prisoners,

destroyed about half a mile of track and telegraph, and returned. A
train of cars coming under full steam from Little Kock ran off the

embankment, killing 6 soldiers, wounding severely 17, and destroying
1 locomotive and 2 cars. At the same time L sent Colonel McCray with
sufficient force to the Mississippi River for several hundred stand of

arms, which had been negotiated for. McCray was entirely successful,

and succeeded in bringing over about 900 good guns. I now organized
a combined attack upon river and railroad, determining to strike a
double blow in different directions. Colonel McCray went toward the
railroad with about 1,000 men, and I went to White River with about
GOO.

Reaching the river on the 31st, seven miles below Clarendon, I com
menced immediately to get my guns in position. While doing so, and
before I could possibly use them, two gun-boats passed slowly down,
one of them landing within ten feet of my concealed scouts. After

they left the preparations were completed, and the river watched a day
and a night, but nothing passed up or down. Still waiting, my tried

and trusty spies soon brought me intelligence that a large Federal force

was advancing up White River by boats and was already at Des Arc,
thus gaining my rear and threatening both the reserve ammunition and
unarmed recruits at Jacksonport. Xo time was to be lost. Marching
immediately all that day and night and the, next day, I reached Aiigusta
shortly after the arrival of the enemy, who tied hurriedly on my approach.
This sudden and rapid movement on my part alone saved me from irrep
arable loss. MeCray reached the neighborhood of the railroad safely,
held a good force back as a reserve, and commenced operations. Cole-

man went first with 500 men, destroyed some of the track, burned some
trestle-work, and retired fighting. Jackman one day later made a vig
orous attack again, killed 10 Federals, captured 23, destroyed a mile of

railroad, stirred up a hornet s nest, and fell back hard pressed. Then
a large force of the enemy massed on McCray, forced him back, and he
sent to me for help. I marched my entire force night and day to his

assistance, checked the Federals, and drove them back, after which my
command rested for several days.t

* For portion of report here omitted, see Vol. XXXIV, Part I, p. 926.

t For continuation of report, see p. 64i).
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My thank&quot; are earnestly due to all my officers and men for their
courage and devotion and their eagerness at all times to meet the enemy.
Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, i am, colonel, very respect

fully,

JO. O. SHELBY,
Brigadier- (reneral. Commanding Expedition.

Maj. L. A. MACLEAN,
Assistant Adjutant- Gent-ra I, Army of Arkansas.

Xo. 14.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towsotij C. N., July 30, 1864.

GENERAL, : I have the honor to report that I was officially advised
last night that on the morning of the 27th instant a detachment about
GOO
from
and
airy within five miles of Fort Smith, completely routing it, killing and
wounding about 50, capturing 127 prisoners, about 200 Sharps rifles,
and about 400 six-shooters, a number of horses, some sutler s stores,
camp equipage, &e. Among the prisoners is Major Mefford, who com
manded said regiment. A body of Arkansas Federals, who were with
the -Sixth Kansas, stampeded.
Our loss 8 killed and several wounded; the exact number not known.
An unofficial note from an officer states that the enemy from Fort

Smith followed General Gano out on his return and that an attack on
the camp was likely. I do not believe the enemy will now throw out
anything more than a reconnaissance in force. Preparations to the
extent of our means will be made.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. W. R. BOGGS,

Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Dcpt., Shrcveport, La.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towson, C. X.. August 6

,
IStii.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I received official advices
from General Cooper last night, under date August 2, that on the 31st
ultimo he made a demonstration in force on Fort Smith, ran in the
pickets and all outside the breast- works. Subsequently the enemy on
recovering from surprise came out and a picket light ensued, he losing
2 men killed, and the enemy he thinks considerably more. He cap
tured 12 prisoners and burnt their camp and commissary stores at
Green Springs, three miles from Fort Smith; also captured some horses
and cattle.

The next day having taken up camp on Cedar Prairie, about nine
miles from Fort Smith, he sent a small scout near Fort Smith, west of

Poteau, which was heavily shelled (without damage) for several hours
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with heavy gnus. The scout, under Captain Guuter, First Cherokee
Regiment, reported the enemy crossing- boxes, barrels, &e., over the
Arkansas River, and troops mounted and drawn up on that side. Gun-
ter concluded from what he saw that enemy was evacuating. General

Cooper says he is &quot; not satisfied they are evacuating.&quot; I think not.
The best way to aid in forcing it is to prevent boats running from
Little Rock.

In the meantime if the river should ever fall I have given necessary
instructions to cut lines of communication north. This movement of
General Cooper was made to cover a new disposition of the lines pre
viously ordered. General C. reports the enemy badly alarmed by his
movements. Cloud is reported back from Clarksville. If this be so
the river is clear from Fort Smith to Little Rock. General Cooper says
General Watie reports that Major Pickler was killed at Fayetteville a
few days ago; no particulars. He says he hopes to give something
more definite by to-morrow of movements about Fort Smith.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- General.

Brig. Gen. &quot;W. R. BOUGH,
Chief of Staff, Trans-Mimtinnippi JJcpt., tShreveport.

UNOFFICIAL.

GENERAL: If you have any mercy ou a friend away from newspapers
and telegraphs send me some news whenever you get it. I am very
uneasy about Hood. The enemy having got south of Chattahoochee
Forrest is no longer necessary on Mobile and Ohio Railroad. His true
move is to Stevenson, Ala., from which point he can destroy the tunnel,
twenty-three miles distant, on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad,
and the bridge at Bridgeport, besides numerous bridges on Crow Creek,
and another between Stevenson and Bridgeport. The tunnel can be
most effectually destroyed in twenty-four hours. I thoroughly exam
ined it once with a view to its destruction when necessary. I have no
fear of Lee, and am satisfied he can and ought to re-enforce Hood.

Yours, truly,
MAXEY.

General BOGGS.

A DDEN D A .

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DISTRICT INDIAN TERRITORY,
No. 53. \ Fort Toicson, C. N., July ;?#, 1UM.

I. In announcing the brilliant victory won by the force composed ot

detachments from Gano s and Walker s brigades and Wells battalion
on the 27th instant, while under the command of Brig. Gen. R. M. Gano,
near Fort Smith, the major-general commanding returns his thanks to

every officer and man engaged. In brilliancy and dash and complete
ness of success it has not been surpassed in this year of brilliant vic

tories.

II. This order will be published to every regiment and battalion and
at every post in this district.

S. B. MAXEY,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Xo. 15.

Report of Briy. Gen. Douglas 11. Cooper, C. ti. Army.

HDQRS. C. S. FORCES, DIST. OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
In the field, August 10, 186-1.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of recent
operations by the troops under my command, in the vicinity of Fort
Smith :

My scouts having reported to me at James ( reek, near old Choctaw
Council House, a body of Federal cavalry (supposed to be Arkansans)
encamped near Caldwell s, and other detachments on Massard Prairie,
five miles from Fort Smith, on the 26th ofJuly General Gano was directed
to have a detachment of 500 men from his brigade ready by 3 p. m. for
a scout. Detachments from Second Indian Brigade, under Col. S. T.

Folsom, and from Wells battalion, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wells,
were also ordered to be in readiness. Lieut. Col. Jack McCurtain was
directed to take post with his Choctaw battalion by sunrise next morn
ing on the Devil s Backbone. Capt, J. Henry Minhart was instructed to

report to the senior officer present with the detachments as a guide to
conduct the expedition; the whole, except McCurtain s battalion, to
rendezvous on Poteau, near Page s Ferry, by dark.
The plan, as shown by Special Orders, No. 80 (marked A),* was for

Col. S. X. Folsom, commanding detachment from Indian division, to
attack the camp of Federals at Caldwell s, on the Jenny Lind road,
capture or destroy it if possible, and if pursued by other troops on
Massard Prairie or from Fort Smith to retreat by the Fort Towson
road over the Devil s Backbone, where McCurtain lay in ambush; the
detachment from Gano s brigade to remain concealed near Page s, on
Cedar Prairie, until the Federals should pass in pursuit of Folsom,
and then attack them in rear, while Folsom and McCurtain should
turn upon them at the Backbone.
.On the arrival of the different detachments at the Poteau General

Gaiio, finding the force from the Indian division much smaller than I had
anticipated, and very properly, under the change of circumstances, in
accordance with the latter clause of Special Orders, No. 86, determined
to go in command of the attacking party, trusting to the assistance of
Colonel McCurtain at the Backbone should he be followed by a superior
force.

The expedition resulted on the morning of the 27th in the complete
rout of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry and dispersion of the Arkansas
Federals.

Enemy s loss supposed to have been about 50 in killed and wounded
and 124 prisoners, the destruction of their camp and transportation, the

capture of large numbers of small-arms rifles, revolving pistols, and
clothing, &c., in profusion.
The enemy came out from Fort Smith and pursued for a short dis

tance. A few followed to the Backbone, but again retired without mo
lesting our forces, who encamped two miles south of the Backbone at

James Fork for the night. Th^ lack of the party in ambush near Page s

enabled them to return in safety to Fort Smith.

* Not found.
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The loss (ii our side was small, viz-:

[CHAP. LIU.
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back- toward Kiddle s. The whole, except Major Biivnet s command,
encamped on Seullyville Prairie night of 30th. while General Ganoand
McCnrtain bivouacked at James Fork, near Wall s Mill.
At sunrise on the 31st the Jine of march was taken up by both col

umns, that under my immediate command preceded by Wells ^battalion.
The Creeks, under Major Barnett, were detached at Seullyvjlle, accom
panied by Captain Marston, acting assistant adjutant-general on my
static and proceeded by the river road toPoteau Bottom, opposite (west)
Fort Smith. The remainder of the command formed a junction at Wat.
Folsom s, on Towson road, near Cedar Prairie. General Gano, in
accordance with- previous arrangements, was here detached with
McCurtain s battalion of Choetaws, and both proceeded to Massard
Prairie by the road leading from McCarty s place, seven miles south of
Fort Smith. General Watie s command, Colonel Folsom s command,
Wells 7

battalion, and Howell s section advanced under my personal
direction on the main Fort Smith road. General Watie was sent for
ward with guides to drive in the enemy s pickets on the main road
leading directly to one of the principal works in front of Fort Smith, at
IS&quot;egro Hill, and also on the Line road to the garrison, while the section
of Jlowell s battery, commanded by Captain Howell, and a section of
Lee s light howitzer battery, commanded by Capt. John T. Humphreys,
supported by the Choctaw Brigade, First Creek Regiment, and Wells
battalion, were posted at the south end of the lane leading from Har-
maii Mickles to the old church and grave-yard on the hill overlooking
the open Held on the north toward Fort Smith. General Watie executed
the order given him with his accustomed gallantry and promptness,
sending Colonel Bell, with First Cherokee Regiment, on the main road
and Colonel Adair on the road to the left known as the Line road, both
detachments charging with the gallant impetuosity for which they and
their men are noted. He not only routed the Federal pickets, but ran
them up to the line of their intrenehments near Fort Smith, and return

ing the men sat down to the plentiful dinner just prepared for the
Federals at their camp.
The enemy having rallied soon began to show themselves on the road,

and some sharp skirmishing ensued. The First Creek Regiment was
ordered forward to support Colonel Bell, which they obeyed with an

alacrity and enthusiasm highly creditable to both officers and men.
I would state here that the Second Creek and Seminole Regiments
exhibited the same spirit, also expressing a willingness to storm the town
from the west side if it was my desire. Wells battalion \vasordered to

the Line road, where it rendered important service, though not under

fire, in guarding that road after General Watie and Colonel Adair had
crossed over on the main road to a position near the forks of the road at

Mill Creek, near the Gum Springs. Soon after General Watie reported
the enemy advancing in force, having driven in the Cherokee pickets,
but was feeling his way very cautiously.

Leaving the reserve (Howell s section and First and Second Choctaw)
at Mickles

,
under Colonel Folsoin, Captain Humphreys was ordered

forward to General Watie s position and General Gano to cross over

from Massard Prairie and join me on the main road to Fort Smith.

Having arrived at the camp lately-occupied by the enemy I found

Brigadier-General Watie with his command in position on the hill south

of the spring. General Gano soon arrived, and Captain Humphreys,
with his light battery, was advanced and opened on the enemy, then

3 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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some GOO or 800 yards in front. A portion of Gano -s brigade was
thrown out as Hankers, ordered to move forward, supported by the Cher-

okees, AV!IO had been previously dismounted. The enemy were driven
back and took a position upon a high ridge under cover of the guns at

Negro Hill. Captain Humphreys, with his light battery, followed them
and kept up a galling tire, which I could plainly see told with consid
erable effect among the cavalry on the road.
The enemy soon brought up a four-gun battery (Rabb s, I suppose) and

commenced a furious cannonade upon our light howitzers, the shot and
shell passing harmlessly over our heads for some time. Captain
Humphreys, being so unequally matched, was ordered to withdraw, and
in the act of doing so a shell exploded directly amid the battery horses,
killing 3, wounding 1, cutting off the leg of one of the men. Another
shot swept off the head from the shoulders of one of Gano s men. My
escort, under Lieutenant Johnson, succeeded, under a very heavy fire,

in cutting the dead horses loose from the gun and leading it off with
one horse, assisted by the men pushing the carriage along, without
further loss.

It was now nearly dark. The enemy s infantry quite near. The under
growth being thick, their numbers and strength could not be ascer
tained. Numerous roads by Avhich we could be flanked and the infantry
operate to advantage upon my cavalry gave them great advantage.
Orders were therefore given to withdraw to Mickles , where the reserve
was still posted in anticipation of the possibility of the enemy following
in force. General Gano with his brigade constituted the rear guard,
and were directed to burn the commissary stores and camp of the

enemy on retiring, which was done about dark. The amount of stores

destroyed, after our troops had helped themselves to what they could

bring off, is estimated in our currency at $130,000.
A portion of the Cherokee troops (dismounted) had advanced in the

brush some distance on the left and could not be readily found. Major
Rowland Avas directed to find and bring them out. It seems they
retired in good order and safely on the approach of night without orders

having reached them. All retired in good order and Avithout the least
haste quietly to the reserve, and then the whole moved off to Cedar
Prairie, about tAvo miles south, and encamped for the night.
The enemy, so far from following, appeared not even to have known,

as ascertained from deserters, that Ave had retired, but retreated to their
intrenchments and remained there under arms all night. Deserters
also report that the tire from the light battery Avas very effective.

Colonel Judson, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, was Avounded in one leg by
the explosion of a shell; also several others, and two ambulance-loads
of their dead Avere carried from the field, supposed to contain 8 or 10
bodies.
Our loss, 1 killed (James Dement, Hardeman s regiment Texas cav

alry), o Avounded, one mortally (Wammack, a Cherokee, of the battery).
I would return thanks in this connection to Assistant Surgeon Fisk,

of the battery, and his party for the promptness Avith Arhich they
brought up the ambulance for the wounded Avithin short range of the

enemy s battery.
While General Gano occupied an elevated position near Massard

Prairie Lieutenant-Colonel McCurtain and h is Choctaw battalion scoured
the prairie for the purpose of attracting attention, and, if possible, draw
out the enemy. In this we failed, but McCurtain captured 3 regular
Fed_eral soldiers an.(t Arkansans. He also brought off. some
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and a drove of beef-cattle, with all which he retired to Mrs. Stevens
,

about two miles south of the forks of the Line and Towson roads.
On this occasion, as on all former ones requiring judgment and brav

ery, this officer rendered important service.

The Creeks, under Major Baruett, and a few Cherokees, under Capt.
Samuel H. Gunter, accompanied by Captain Marston, had r during the

day, made their way to the Poteau and tired across into the garrison at

Fort Smith, creating, evidently, great excitement and some consternation.

Learning that the Poteau was backed up from [the] Arkansas, so that

nothing could be accomplished in that direction, I ordered the Creeks
to join me at Mickles , where Howell and the Choc-taws were stationed,
and they arrived just as we were moving off to Cedar Prairie. Captain
Gunter was left in Poteau Bottom to watch the enemy.
Next morning we retired. General Watie- taking the road to Scully-

ville after crossing Poteau at Hardaway s Ford. Gano s brigade, the
Choctaws. Wells battalion, and Howell s section returned to Buck
Creek.
Soon after leaving Cedar Prairie heavy cannonading was heard in the

direction of Fort Smith, which proved to be caused by Captain Gunter
and a few Cherokees amusing themselves by shooting at the Federals
across Poteau, whereupon a shelling would come, the little party quietly

changing position and enjoying the fun. until the enemy were tired of

blazing away at their supposed hiding-place. Then they would fire

from a different point, which would again bring out the big guns, and
so on for the most of the day, which we could plainly hear at Buck
Creek, twenty-five miles distant.

Guuter and others here reported the Federals crossing to the north side

of [the] Arkansas. In fact. Captain Marston had reported the same the

evening before. 1 supposed the movement to be merely that of Union

refugees crossing to take the train to Fort Scott. General AVatie, how
ever, having advised me that his picket at mouth of Poteau and at Rock
Ford, near Boyd s Mill, heard only four drums at tattoo and no reveille,

I determined to send General Watie back to Poteau Bottom and Gen
eral Gauo to Massard Prairie for the purpose of ascertaining whether
the enemy were really evacuating, and to hurry them out in case such

proved to be the case. Parties who had seen the movements on Arkan
sas River were so confident that an evacuation would take place that

(contrary to my own impression) I concluded to order up my trains and
remain. It was soon ascertained that the exodus of the Union families

and baggage was the solution of appearances on Arkansas River, and
we moved back slowly, resting wherever grass and water could be luul

the troops under General Watie to San Bois (Bill Cooper s place),

General Gano via Holston s to Riddle s, and the- remainder with myself
to our old camp on Limestone Prairie General Gano bringing off with

him a herd of cattle and other stock.

While resting at Buck Creek Captain Marston and Captain Gunter,
with four men, swam the Arkansas, made a reconnaissance of the enemy
on the north side, ascertained certainly that the enemy were not evac

uating, captured two Federals with arms, horses, rigging, and green

backs, paroling one of the prisoners who was badly wounded, and then

recrossed again, swimming the Arkansas in full view of the enemy, and
arrived tired, but safely, at my camp near Chula Church, where the

train had been directed to meet us, This fet is unsurpassed iu tlie

annals of the war,
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During the whole expedition, extending- from the time we started to

our return to the train throughout six days (on three days half rations),
the officers and men behaved in the best possible manner, not only
under fire but in patiently bearing up against privations of no ordinary
character without a murmur.
Before closing this report I cannot refrain from expressing my admi

ration for the conduct of Brigadier-Generals Watie and Gano, their

officers and men, and especially that of Capt. John T. Humphreys and
his men of the light battery, who behaved in the most gallant manner
under my immediate personal observation.

Lieutenant Johnson, commanding detachment from Captain Colbert s

company (K, First Chickasaw Regiment); Sergt. J. H. Johnson. Jona
than Garrison, John Bricham, and Napoleon Mitchell were conspicuous
for their bravery in bringing off the disabled piece of Lee s battery,
while others of the same company who constituted my escort rendered

important assistance.

Colonel Adair, Colonel Bell, Lieutenant-Colonels Brewer, Saladin

Watie (son of General Watie), and others are mentioned for their

bravery and good conduct by their immediate commanders, to which I

desire to call attention.

Captain Howell and the Choctaws, under Col. 8. X. Folsom, having
been held in reserve, much to their disappointment, were not engaged.
Their selection for the reserve shows my appreciation of their courage
and steadiness, and that upon them the command mainly depended for

support in case of need, and for a nucleus upon which to rally in case,

the enemy had proved more numerous and less timid than he did at

Fort Smith.
To the officers of my staff Capt. B. W. Marston, acting assistant

adjutant-general; Lieut. T. C. Dismukes, ordnance officer: Col. Jack

Coarser, military instructor of Indian division, and Mr. Cal. Thompson,
volunteer aide-de-camp for their cordial and energetic assistance

throughout the expedition I am under lasting obligations.
The demonstration in front of Fort Smith resulted in driving the

whole Union population of Sebastian County within the town, thus

increasing the enemy s embarrassments on account of food, and in sat

isfying me that the enemy was weaker and more demoralized than T

had anticipated. A vigorous attack with the whole force, though
doubtless it would have been attended with heavy loss on our side. I

believe would have resulted in the capture of the place. It was, how
ever, too hazardous after the enemy s detachments were recalled to

undertake any further operations in that direction. Our horses being-
worn down, men tired and hungry, and the force under my command
much weakened by the expiration of the term of enlistment on the part
of the larger portion of the Choctaw Brigade, it was deemed advisable

to fall back to the vicinity of our depot for rest, and to give time for

reorganizing and recruiting the Indian brigades.

Referring to accompanying reports from subordinates for further

particulars,
1 am, captain. respect-Hilly, your obedient servant,

1

DOUGLAS II. COOPER,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. T. M. SCOTT,
A. A. G., Dist. of Indian Ten itory, Fort Toicson, C. 3T.
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JULY 1-OCTOBER 1, 1864. Operations against Indians in the District of
Minnesota.

Report of Brief. Gen. Henry H. Sibley, U. 8. Army, commanding ft istrict

of Minnesota, inchuliny operations from October J, l$a:i, to October 1,

1864*

HDQRS. DTST. OF MINNESOTA, DEPT. OF THE XORTIITVEST,
tiaint Paul, Minn., October 10, 18G4.

GENERAL: In compliance with directions contained in dispatch of
5th instant, from department headquarters, I have the honor to make
the following- report of military operations for the year ending 1st
instant:

Upon the return from the expedition under my command against the
hostile Bioux Indians in September, 1863, I was instructed to dispatch
to the South all the force that could be spared from this district.
Orders were accordingly issued to the Seventh, Xinth, and Tenth Min
nesota Volunteers to proceed without unnecessary delay to Saint Louis,
and report for duty to the commanding officer of the Department of the
Missouri, and these regiments left this district accordingly on the 7th
and 8th of October following.
The Sixth and Eighth Regiments were retained for the protection ot

the frontier, the former being for the most part posted at Forts Snell-

ing and Ridgely, and at the out stations north of the Minnesota River,
to Payuesville, and south to the Iowa line, while the companies of the

Eighth garrisoned Forts Abercrombie, Ripley, and the intervening
stations, and performed escort duty to the trains of public supplies.
The Independent Battalion of Minnesota Volunteers, raised and com
manded by Maj. E. A. C. Hatch, having been ordered to report to me
for assignment to duty, was dispatched on 10th of October to Pembina,
to hold in check the hostile Sioux who had retreated for safety into Her
Majesty s coterminous possessions, where they could not be followed

by our troops, as I had received stringent orders from General Halleck,
through department headquarters, in no case to cross the boundary line

with a military force. About ninety Sioux men, women, and children
came across the boundary and surrendered to Major Hatch, command
ing at Pembina. The battalion, with one section of mountain howitzers
of Third Minnesota mixed battery, went into winter quarters at Pem
bina, and remained until about the 1st of May of the present year,
when I ordered Major Hatch with his command to relieve the detach
ments of the EighthRegiment Minnesota Volunteers at Fort Abercrom
bie, and at the stations of Pomme -de Terre and Alexandria, that regi
ment having been designated as part of the expeditionary force to join

Brigadier-General Sully on the Missouri. The other three sections of
the mixed gun and howitzer battery (Third Minnesota) were stationed

respectively at Forts Ridgely, Snelling, and Ripley.
During the month of September, 1803, Sergeant Edwards, of the First

Minnesota Mounted Rangers, was killed by a party of savages on the
road between Lake George and Paynesville. This was the only out

rage committed after the close of the campaign of 18(53. In that year
within this district I kept employed during the winter an efficient body
of Indians and half-breeds, who had proved their fidelity to the Govern
ment since the outbreak of 1862, as scouts, and so disposed of them as
to secure constant and reliable information of the movements of the
hostile bands from time to time, and of their views and intentions.

*See also Vol. XXII, Part I, pp. 352 and 907, aiid Vol. XXXIV, Part I. p. 937.
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Knowing- there were among the Sisseton Sioux quite a considerable
number who were, anxious to make peace with our Government. I

employed with your sanction Kev. Father Andre and J. R. Brown as

special agents on the part of the military authorities to open a commu-
-nication with them, and endeavor to detach them, and also well disposed
Indians, of other bands, from the hostile combinations. Their efforts

were only partially successful. Some of the chiefs and principal braves
appeared at Fort Abercrombie and signed the conditions of peace which
were granted them, but the larger portion of the friendly disposed Sis-

setons were prevented from thus surrendering themselves by the menaces
of the bands still determined upon war, and by the representations of
the Red River half-breeds that if they did give themselves up they would
all be executed by hanging. A vigilant watch was enforced along the
extensive frontier by the forces stationed for that purpose, but no raids
were attempted by the savages during the winter. On the 17th of May,
1864, a white boy was killed by a war party on the Watonwan River,
and on the following day a soldier of the Sixth Minnesota Volunteers
was wounded not far from the same spot. One of the Indians probably
belonging to the same gang was subsequently killed by two soldiers
of the Sixth Regiment near the Cottonwood River, and the others only
escaped by concealing themselves in the almost impenetrable thickets
on the banks of that stream. A foray was made on the llth of August,
following, on the settlements on the Blue Earth River, and two citi/ens
were killed and one badly wounded by the savages, who succeeded in

effecting their escape, after a hot chase by a detachment of the Second
Minnesota Cavalry. The pursuit was followed up by a number of my
scouts, until the latter found themselves confronted by a force of fifty

warriors, who luckily for the pursuers were for the most part without
horses. From conversation with the Indians at a safe distance the
scouts learned that they were of the White Lodge s band of Sisseton
Sioux, the actors in the horrible massacres committed at Lake Shetek
in 18013. A strong detachment of cavalry was sent to destroy this party
as soon as information had been given of their proximity to the settle

ments, but some days having intervened no traces could be found of the

savages, who seem to have retreated precipitately to the westward after

having been discovered. Three citizen teamsters were murdered by a
party of twenty-one Sioux warriors on the 24th of August, on the Red
River of the North, at a point equal distant between Georgetown and
Fort Abercrombie. The murderers were pursued by Major Adams with
a detachment of forty men of his battalion, but they had too long a start
to be overtaken. Other small parties of Indians have infested the fron
tier during the summer, but the slender force under the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Ptaeuder was kept in motion, and with the aid of a
lew State minute-men called into service by Governor Miller, has secured
the settlers from further molestation up to the present time.

In obedience to your summons, I repaired to the headquarters of the

department at Milwaukee in the latter part of February last, to confer
with yourself and Brigadier-General Sully relative to the military
operations of the ensuing season. The plan adopted by you was com
municated to each of us officially, and in accordance with that part of
it which required me to furnish a force from this military district to join
General Sully s command on the Missouri, 1 issued orders for the con
centration near Fort Ridgely on the 28th of. May following of the Eighth
Minnesota Volunteers, under Colonel Thomas, of six companies of the
Second Cavalry, under Colonel McLaren, and two sections of the mixed
gun and howitzer battery of the Third Minnesota, under Captain Jones.
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This force, including about forty scouts, numbered 1,551 men, all

mounted, and Col. M. T. Thomas, of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers,
was placed in command, with orders to march on the 6th of June to
Swan Lake, the locality on the Missouri Kiver indicated for the junction
with Brigadier-General Sully. The route was prescribed by me, and so
well timed was the movement that the co-operating force from this dis
trict reached Swan Lake only a few hours after the arrival of the other

brigade, having inarched 332 miles from Fort Ridgely.
The operations of General Sully being confined entirely to the limits

of his own district, it is no part of my duty to follow his movements or
detail the part taken by the brigade from this district in the two suc
cessive engagements which resulted in the defeat of the Teton bands
of Sioux with a heavy loss in warriors, and the sacrifice of a very large
amount of subsistence, buffalo robes, cooking utensils, &c. In these
conflicts I have good reason for the belief that the Minnesota troops
gallantly performed their part. The Eighth Regiment Minnesota Vol
unteers is now on the way to this city en route for the South, in accord
ance with your directions, and the other detachments are being stationed
for the additional defense of the frontier. The Sixth Regiment Minne
sota Volunteers was, by directions of the War Department, communi
cated through you, dispatched to Helena, Ark., from this district on
the 14th of June last. The chasm created by the removal of that

regiment from the line of posts north and south of the Minnesota River,
including Fort Ridgely, was but partially and insufficiently filled by
two companies of the Second Minnesota Cavalry, which was all the

disposable force at my command for that purpose, and I felt great
anxiety lest a knowledge on the part of the powerful bands of Sioux
on the north of the Missouri that very few troops were left for the pro
tection of so long a line would embolden them to make a demonstration
in force and renew the atrocities of 1802. That this was not done can
be accounted for in no other way than that they had not yet recovered
from the demoralizing effects of the defeats encountered by them dur

ing the campaigns of 1862 and 1863. Fort Wadsworth, so denominated
by order of the War Department, is a new post in process of construc
tion near the head of the Coteau des Prairies, about 190 miles from
Fort Ridgely and seventy-five from Fort Abercrombie. Your directions

required me to build the fort on the James River, if timber sufficient

could be found, and if not, to select the nearest practicable site to that
stream. After a full examination of the valley of the James River by
Captain Burton, a competent and judicious officer, Major Clowney, of

the Thirtieth Wisconsin Volunteers, who had been chosen by me to

carry out your instructions, became satisfied, as I had previously been
from personal observation, that no wood for a military post could be
found on the upper James River. Following my orders he examined the

country near the head of the Coteau des Prairies, and fixed upon what is

represented by all who have seen it to be a very commanding and defen
sible position. The work was energetically commenced and prosecuted
by Major Clowney, and is proceeding as rapidly as possible under the

direction of his successor, Major Rose, Second Minnesota Cavalry, who
with four compaiiies of that regiment has relieved the four companies of

the Thirtieth Wisconsin Volunteers at that post. The latter command is

on its way to this city, being ordered by you to the South. Fort Wads-
worth is one of the most important military stations of the Northwest.
It is to be hoped that your intention to construct a similar large fort at

Devil s Lake can be successfully carried out during the coming year,
thus completing the cordon of posts in the heart of the Indian country.
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Wlieu completed uml garrisoned by a strong force they will exercise u

powerful effect on the wild bands of Sioux, who for the past two yenrs
have occasioned so much mourning and alarm among the white border
settlers by their ruthless deeds of massacre and desolation.

In addition to the other duties imposed upon the troops in this dis

trict, they have had to act as escorts to trains of supplies to distant

posts, and on one occasion last fall three companies of the Sixth

Minnesota Volunteers were dispatched, as guard to a large provis
ion train belonging to the I&quot;. S. Indian Department, to the Indian
reservation on the Missouri. These companies with their charge left

on 15th of November, accomplished the march safely, and returned to

this district about the 1st of January last, having marched nearly &amp;lt;SOo

miles, without any loss of men or animals. The extent of the line to be

protected from the hostile Indians may be estimated at upward of -.100

miles, and a force is also required at Fort llipley to operate as a check
ou the Chippewas, who are uneasy and discontented. Until these In

dian difficulties are at an end there should be, in my judgment, not less

than one entire regiment of men and one battery, in addition to the

force required to hold the posts and stations, in order properly to defend
the frontier and repel attack. There are now in this district the regi
ment of Second Minnesota Cavalry, six companies of Independent
.Battalion, one company Veteran Reserve Corps, Third Minnesota Bat

tery, live companies of U. S. Volunteers and Connecticut cavalry, with
detachments of other rebel deserters and refugees which have been dis

patched to this district for service. Many of the latter are desperate
characters, requiring an equal number of men to keep them in subjection
and prevent their desertion. A few men have been on duty in the pro
vost-marshal s department, and one company of the Independent Bat-
talion is now serving as provost guard under the direction of acting
assistant provost-marshal-general of the State.

In concluding this report I beg leave to call through you the earnest
attention of the honorable Secretary of War to a subject which I have

repeatedly presented in my official dispatches to department headquar
ters. 1 refer to the fact that the British Government still permits Her

Majesty s territories to be made the refuge of the murdering bands who
disturb the peace of our frontier, from the pursuit of the troops under

my command, and these savages are in constant and open communica
tion with British traders, who furnish them with ammunition and other

articles with which to carry on the war with our Government without
let or hindrance by the local authorities. Indeed, the half-breed sub

jects of Her Britannic Majesty traverse our domain in every direction

for purposes of trading and hunting, and are thus directly interested in

the continuance of hostilities between us and the upper bands of Sioux

Indians, and it is known that they foment discontent with the Chip-
pewas with whom they come in contact by representations that they are

defrauded by the United States Government by payment, in paper
instead of coin, of the money due them under treaty stipulations. In

fact, until some arrangement shall be made between the two Govern
ments whereby these constant violations of international comity on the

part of Her Majesty s subjects can be arrested, and a sufficient force of

troops to guarantee the neutrality of British soil stationed in the vicin

ity of the boundary line, it is almost hopeless to look for a speedy
solution of these Indian difficulties. On the contrary, if it can possibly
be effected by the influence of the lied River half-breeds, we may antic

ipate that the Chippewas will soon be added to the number of our
active enemies. 1 trust you will agree with me in my views of the im-
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portauce to be attached to early action on the part of the United States
Government, and press the subject upon the attention of the honorable

Secretary of War.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. II. SEELEY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. JOHN POPE,
Comdg. Department &amp;lt;&amp;gt;/

the Xorthicext, Miliraukee. Wts.

JULY 3, 1864. Skirmish in Platte County, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk. U. /S . Army, aommanding District

of Forth

SAINT JOSKPH, Mo., July 4, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper, with a detachment of the Ninth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, attacked a band of guerrillas in Platte

County yesterday, killing (J and wounding . &amp;gt; of the villains. We cap
tured 15 horses and many revolvers. Two of our men were wounded.

Among the dead bushwhackers was the leader of the band who com
mitted the murder in Buchanan County in May last.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- Genera I.

Col. O. D. GKEENE,
Assistant Adjutant- (fmerit I. Xalnt Louis.

JULY 3-25, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Baton Rouge, La., with skir

mish near Benton s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).

No. 1. Itinerary of the Second Brigade. Cavalry Division, Nineteenth Army Corps
Lieut. Col. Thomas Loan. &amp;lt; &amp;gt;ne hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted

Infantry, commanding.
Xo. 2. Maj. Franklin Moore. Second Illinois Cavalry.

No. 1.

Itinerary of the Second Brigade. Cavalry Dirisio-n. Nineteenth Army
Corps, commanded by Lieut. Col. Thomas Logan, One hundred and

eighteenth Illinois Mounted Infantry.*

July 3. The One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Volunteers, in obe

dience to orders received, left Port Hudson and arrived at Baton Rouge
the same day; distance, twenty rive miles. Captured 2 prisoners on

the march. The usual picket duty has been done during the month.

July 17. With 400 men made an expedition across the Amite River.

Killed 2 and captured S prisoners. Returned the following day; dis

tance, twenty-one miles.

July 21.- With 400 men went across the Amite, crossing at Benton s

Ferry. Captured 1 prisoner. Reiurned to camp the. following day:
distance, 15 miles.

July 4. -Sent Maj. Franklin Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry, with

136 men across the Amite River, crossing at Benton s Ferry. He reports

From monthly return.



42 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lril.

that he attacked Captain Doyal. (rebel) in his camp seven miles from
the river, whipped him, burned his camp, including 150 stand of arms
and 7,000 rounds of ammunition; captured 2 prisoners and killed 15 or
20. Returned to camp the following- day; distance, twenty-eight miles.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. Franklin Moore, Second lUinoin Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Baton Iiouf/e, La., July -.;, 1864.

SIR: In obedience to orders received from division headquarters,
dated July 24, 1804, with detachment from the (Second Illinois Volun
teer Cavalry and Oue hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted Infan

try, numbering in all 135 men, 1 marched at 7 p. in. out to the Amite
River, distance seventeen mile.s. Found the river swimming, and
camped for the night. Crossed at daylight. Came upon their pickets
about a mile and a half from the river; drove them seven miles to place
of encampment, when 1 completely routed them, numbering 300 men,
capturing 150 stand of arms, which were broken and destroyed for

want of transportation, 4 horses, 4 prisoners, and destroyed some 15,000
rounds of ammunition. I then fell back to the Amite River, heavy
skirmishing all the way, where I formed line of battle and delivered a

deadly fire into them, killing some 20. Casualties in my command. 4

horses killed.

Respectfully submitted.
FRANK. MOORE.

Major, Commanding Second JUinoix Volunteer Cavalry.

Captain STEIN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

JULY 5-6, 1864. Scouts from Big Piuey, Mo.

Report of Capt. Henry B. BroiDi. Fifth Mixxouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

CAMP Bm PINEY. Mo., July 8, 1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to make the following repoit of a scouting
party synt in the direction of Houston from this place. Corporal Calvert
in command, with orders to capture, if possible, a noted bushwhacker
by the name of Pruitt, whom we have tried to capture several times
while at this place. Pruitt was also reported by Mr. Wayman as being
the individual who robbed him (Wayman) a short time ago. The scout
succeeded in capturing him, and while returning with him by way
of Mr. Wayman s, and when within three miles of there, learning that
he was to be taken before Mr. Wayman, he tried to make his escape
by running, whereupon the guard shot him after chasing him several

hundred yards, killing him instantly. This scout was made on the 5th
of July. Also on the 6th of July I sent out another scout under com
mand of Lieutenant Muntzel, in the direction of Johnson s Mill, on the

Big Piney. The lieutenant succeeded in capturing one U. S. horse and
one U. S. mule; also got reports of rebels being quite numerous between
the head of Spring Creek Hollow and Houston. Twelve rebels crossed
the Rolla and Springlield road half a mile east of my camp July 6.

I sent out a, scout after them, who chased them six miies in the direc-
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tion of Riclrwoods, and they here lost their trail, it becoming dark,
and returned to camp. 1 hear also reports of there being twenty or

thirty rebels in Matthews Prairie, twelve miles northeast of this camp.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. BROWN,
Captain.

Col. A. SIGEL,
Commanding Fifth Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

JULY 5-7, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Simsport, La.

Report of Col. Edmund J. Darin. First Texan Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY; NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Morganza, La., July 7, 1864.

CAPTAIN:. I have to report that in obedience to instructions from

headquarters of the forces at this place, I started on the morning of
the 5th instant-ibr Simsport, on the Atehafalaya, taking with me 400
men. The object of the expedition was to ascertain the truth of a

report coming from the gun-boats at the mouth of Red River, that the
rebels were crossing artillery at Simsport. J soon ascertained that
there was no truth in this statement. I found that the rebels had sent

away their troops from the neighborhood of the Atehafalaya. Some of
them have crossed Red River and others gone toward Alexandria and
Shreveport. We only encountered a small picket fit seven men and a

lieutenant, of whom 3 were captured. These belonged to Gould s

(Texas) regiment (Twenty-third Texas). At Simsport two men belong
ing to same regiment and detailed as ferrymen were captured, with the
flat-boat and yawl used at the ferry, and the boats destroyed. There
was a small picket seen on the other bank of the Atehafalaya, which
was driven away by a few shots from our men. I think there is no
doubt that the most of the enemy s force has gone up and across Red
River. On la-st Saturday (2d instant) the rebel General Wharton with
one brigade was at Trinity, on the west bank of Black River about

thirty or forty miles west of Natchez. 1 could hear of no other troops
or any artillery in his neighborhood, though I presume there must be

some, as Wharton ranks as a major-general. We captured 7 prisoners
in all, of whom one made his escape.

Respectfully,
EDMD. J. DAVIS,

Colonel, Commanding Cavalry, Nineteenth Army Corps.

Capt, F. SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JULY 5-10, 1864. Expedition from New Madrid to Camthersville, Mo., with
skirmishes.

Reports of Lieut. Col. John T. Burns, Tenth Kansas Infantry.

WEAVERSVILLE, July 9, 1864.

(Via New Madrid.)
GENERAL: Have been scouting lour days through the swamps of

this region with detachments of the First Missouri Volunteer Cavalry,



44 LOUISIANA AND~~THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIIL

under Captains Preuitt, Edwards, and Vincent. Have killed 13 bush
whackers and captured some arms, a few horses and inules. No cas
ualties on our part except 1 man wounded. Expect to be at New
Madrid in a few days, when 1 will furnish a detailed report.

JOHN T. BURRIS,
lAeutenant- Colonel, Comma/tiding.

Brigadier-General EWING.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND SUB-DISTRICT,
Cape (rirardcau. Mo., July 13, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant I moved from
New Madrid with detachments of the First Cavalry Missouri Volun
teers, and Second Cavalry Missouri State Militia, commanded, respect
ively, by Captains Preuitt, Edwards, and Vincent, numbering

1

in all

about 200 men. At Weaversville, twenty miles west of New Madrid, we
killed James Fields, a noted guerrilla of that vicinity, and near that

place wounded a
guerrilla captain, who, however, escaped in a swamp,

but has, as I am informed, since died. From Weaversville we moved
west across Little River, and over what is known as the plank road, a
distance of twelve miles, to Clarkton, in Dunklin County. On the morn
ing of the &amp;lt;&amp;gt;th we moved from Clarkton in a southwesterly direction
across the swamps and bayous extending out from the Saint Francis
River. We surprised and routed several small parties of guerrillas dur
ing the day, and killed in all 8 of their number. Crossing the Saint
Francis we halted for the night on Blue Cane Island. On the morning
of the 7th we marched on Scatterville, Greene County, Ark., where we
came upon Bolin s band and a party of Kitchen s men ; we killed 4,

the rest .scattered. No loss on our part except 1 man wounded. We
then moved in a northeasterly direction eighteen miles to Brown s Ferry,
where we halted for the night. On the following morning we swam
our horses across the Saint Francis River and marched by way of
Clarkton and over the plank road to Weaversville. On the 9th 1 sent
about one-half of the command back to New Madrid under Lieutenant
Burnett, and proceeded with the remainder to Gayoso and Caruthersville,
in Pemiscot County, to co-operate with an infantry force under Captain
Kelling, which i had previously ordered into that region. At Caruth
ersville we came upon Bush Powell with a very small party of men;
we killed 1, the others escaped. The command of Captain Kelling,
consisting of forty men of Company E, First Infantry Missouri State

Militia, and thirty-five men of Company B, Eighteenth IT. S. Infantry,
African descent, embarked on board the gun-boat Huntress, No. 58, at
New Madrid on the tith and at Quigley s, near the Arkansas line, on
the morning of the 7th. From there it marched west intoCowskin Set
tlement: found a cam]) that had just been evacuated, and had a skir
mish with a small party of bushwhackers, but could tind no consider
able force. On the 8th they moved northeast, and camped that night
near Caruthersville. During the day and night they had several skir

mishes with the guerrillas, killing in all, as Captain Kelling learned
from the citizens the following day, 8 of their number. On the 9th

instant, the day on which my cavalry arrived at Caruthersville, Cap
tain Kelling, with his command, moved from that place per steamer
Graham to New Madrid, and on the following day I marched with the

cavalry to the same point. Result of the combined movement is 23
bushwhackers killed, several muskets, rifles, and revolvers captured
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aiid brought in, near 50 common rifles and shotguns, which were unfit

for Government use, captured and destroyed, and 52 horses and mules

captured and turned over to the quartermaster at New Madrid.
I have the honor to be, general, yours to command,

JOHN T. BURR1S.
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING. Jr..

Commanding Saint Louis District. Saint Louis, Mo.

. JULY 6-24, 1864. Scout in Southeastern Arizona.

Report of Maj. Joseph Smith, Fifth California Infantry.

FORT GOODWIN, ARIZ. TER., July ,&&amp;gt;,
1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report for the information of the
colonel commanding that in compliance with Special Orders, No. 78,
dated headquarters Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., July 5, 1864, I left this

post on the afternoon of July 6 with a command consisting of Capt. E.
B. Frink and his company (A), Fifth Infantry California Volunteers;
Lieut. John Martin and his company (D), First Infantry California

Volunteers; Lieut. Porter Haden and fifteen men of Company C, First

Cavalry California Volunteers, for an Indian scout in the vicinity of
the Rio San Francisco or Nutroso and its tributaries. On leaving the
fort we proceeded in a northerly direction to the Rio Gila, where we
camped for the night; distance about three miles. Plenty wood and
water; grass of an inferior quality. Left this camp on the morning
of July 7 at 5 o clock. Crossed river and proceeded up a deep sandy
arroyo for about seven miles; then came into the high rough mountains.
Crossed this range and turned to the right along north side of them.
Arrived at some water-holes in a dee]) rocky ravine at 2 p. m. about
six miles from summit of mountain. Men and mules very tired, trail

being rough and rocky and mountains high. Barely sufficient water
here for my command r plenty wood and grass; day s march about

eighteen miles. Left camp at the Tanks at 6 a. m. July 8; marched
over a range of rolling hills and deep gulches. Halted at cienega at

8 o clock. Found this cienega completely dry and no water for ani

mals anywhere to be found. Sent some men up the canon about 000

yards and found a hole in the rocks with sufficient water to fill the

men s canteens. Distance from the Tanks to this cienega by the route

I traveled, eight miles, and by the trail traveled by Lieutenant-Colonel
Davis some two months ago, twelve miles. Left this cienega at 9 a. m.
and marched over low, rolling hills mostly covered with small, loose

rock, and struck the spring at the head of the Rio Bonito at about 4

p. in. Went down the stream about one mile and camped for the

night. The trail to-day leads through a large, wide valley running
southeast and northwest, the same as described by Lieutenant-Colonel

Davis as reaching the San Carlos. The valley has the appearance of

being rough and broken by short mesas and deep sandy ravines. Saw
some five pony tracks in this valley two or three days old, leading in

the direction of the San Carlos. Found the tracks of two or three In
dians on the river this evening when going into camp, which led me to

think that there might be a rancheria on this creek lower down, so I

ordered Captain Frink to take twenty men of his company, and Lieu-
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tenant Martin to take fifteen men of his company, and Juan Arroyas
as our guide, and leave our camp at 12 o clock at night and surprise
the ranclieria if one could be found. Marched this day about twenty-
five miles.

Left this camp on the morning of July 9 at 6&quot; o clock, and followed
down the bed of the stream about four miles, and came up with Cap
tain Friuk s detachment, which had left our camp in the night. They
found no sign of Indians whatever. Here I made camp for two days
to send my detachment of cavalry to the mouth of the river to hunt for

Indians, and also to meet the express party from the post. This creek
runs through a deep cement canon. The whole length of the stream
there is but one small piece of bottom land where the Indians could
raise any grain, and this does not contain more than fifty acres. This

camp I called Camp McCleave in honor of Captain (now Major) Mc-
Cleave, First Cavalry California Volunteers, who surprised and killed

a party of Indians at this point some time last year. At this cam])
there are some eight or ten old rock buildings which are in a perfect
state of preservation, being under a high cement bluff. A rough sketch*
of these buildings was taken by First Lieut. J. B. Whitternore, First

Infantry California Volunteers, which I have the honor to submit with
this report. Water, wood, and grass plenty at this camp. iSTothmg of
interest transpired during the 10th.

July 11, I took Lieutenant Martin .and twenty men and started to

explore a gap in the mountains east of camp. We had not gone more
than one mile and a half from camp when we discovered a party of
Indians on a divide, or high mesa, about one mile from us. I saw at

once that I could not get to them, and that they were completely out
of range of our guns, so I sent a man of my command down a gulch,
unobserved by the Indians, with orders to Captain Frink, then in cam}),
to take twenty-five men and go up a deep canon behind the Indians
and surprise them. During the time my man was going to cam]) the
Indians hoisted a Hag and wanted to have a talk, so I sent Lieutenant
Martin with a nag to meet one of the Indians and talk with him. The
remainder of the party then changed to another hill, getting a little

closer to my command and getting out of range from where I first found

them, so when Captain Frink with his men came over the hill where I

had ordered him the Indians were out of the range of his guns. The
Indian told Lieutenant Martin to get his captain and he would bring
his (the Indian chief) and make arrangements and come into my camp.
I concluded this to be the one chance to get them, as they could get
away from us in a few minutes where we could not follow them to do

any good. Lieutenant Martin and myself then went about half a mile
and met the chief and his interpreter, the balance of the Indians, six

teen in number, sitting at about thirty yards from us looking on, and my
men then at about 500 yards with a gulch intervening. I talked to the
chief and persuaded him to come with me to the Gila and see the

great captain, and then he could bring all his people and make peace.
We parted with the understanding that he would come with me, but
after he had another talk with his warriors they wanted to fake a dif

ferent route to my camp, and this did not suit me, so I ordered my men
to commence firing upon them. We chased them about two miles, but

they could outrun us amongst the rocks and high hills. I think we
must have wounded o of the number, as I only saw 13 get away.
There were only 18 in all, These are the only Indians that I caine
across on the whole trip.
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My express party came in this evening, and I determined to make a

night march to the Negrito on the next night. I could not leave this

evening, as my guide was very sick and was not fit to travel. Left

camp on Rio Bouito on the evening of July 13, with seventy men, and
made a night march across the Negrito. Left Lieutenant Hadeu, with
the balance of the command, to follow me in the morning with the pack
train. We marched over a very rough country and arrived in sight of
the Rio Negrito about 10 p. m. Here Juan [Arroyas], my guide, and
myself went on top of a high hill overlooking the course of the river
for a great distance, but could discover no fires or other signs. I

camped here on the side of the mountain, completely hid from view,
until morning. At daybreak we went down to the river, but found no

signs of Indians. Waited in the brush all day for the train to come
up. Train came in all right. Made camp here for the night. Ordered
Lieutenant Martin to take Lieutenants Young and Whittemore, and
titty men, and go up the river for ten or nfteeii miles and see if he could
find any Indians, and to leave camp next morning at 3 o clock. For

particulars of his scout I would respectfully refer to his report,* here
with submitted. Left camp on Rio Negrito on the morning of July 10.

Followed down the river about five miles by a narrow canon and filled

with brush and timber. Here took the trail over the mountain to the
Francisco or Nutroso. This is a terrible mountain to cross; very
rough and rocky. Descending the mountain on the northeast side to

the Rio Francisco, saw some very rich looking copper leads crop
ping out of the ground. Distance here between the two rivers about

twenty-two miles. Found water in tanks about half-way between the
two rivers. Found no Indian sign on Francisco whatever. Has the

appearance of no Indians being there this season. Found no grass
at first camp on river. Mules nearly all barefooted and gave out on
account of sore; feet. Men s shoes worn out, and they very tired. Left

camp early in morning of 17th and moved down river about three miles.

Came to good grass. Tamped to graze animals and rest men. Ordered

Captain Frink to take Lieutenant Martin and fifty men, and proceed
down the Francisco to its junction with the Gila, and then down the

Gila canon and meet me with the balance of the command at the

Pueblo Viejo. Broke camp at o.30 morning of the 18th, Captain Frink
and party going down the river. For all the incidents of his march I

respectfully refer to his report,* herewith submitted. With the pack
train and balance of the command I struck across the country across

low rolling hills and came out on the Rio Gila about twenty miles above
the mouth of the Francisco, July 10, and marched up the Rio Gila

about ten miles and camped. Wood and grass plenty all along river.

July 20, marched up river about two miles and then struck across

the mountains and came out in Gila at the Pueblo Viejo. This is a

very rocky and hard trail to march over. Found water about twelve

miles from the pueblo in tanks in the rocks. Day s march thirty miles.

Men and mules very tired. Was fourteen hours making this inarch.

Found Captain Frink at the Pueblo Viejo, he having beat us one day.
There 1 was compelled to lie over the 21st to rest my men and mules.

From this point 1 followed down the Rio Gila to this fort, where I

arrived on the 24th instant, nothing of interest transpiring on the

march down the river.

For the distance inarched and the direction traveled, I would respect

fully refer you to a journal of the trip prepared by^FirstJLiieut.
J. B.
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Whittemore, First Infantry California Volunteers, which is herewith
transmitted.* My opinion of the country traveled over is that the

country bordering on the Rio Negrito and Francisco is very rich in

minerals. Copper I know is abundant, and is as fine looking gold
country as I ever saw, and I think that the mountains contain grent
quantities of silver; but for agricultural purposes the country is of no

value, as the streams all run through a deep rocky gorge until they
empty into the Rio Gila.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH SMITH.

Major Fifth Infantry California lW.v., fnmdy. IScouf.

Lieut. WILLIAM A. THOMPSON.
Adjt. Expedition aya inut Apach^x, Fort (.ioodicin. Ariz. Tcr.

JULY 6-30, 1864. Operations in Western Missouri.

SUMMARY OF1 THE I Ri^CJIl AJL, EVENTS.

July 6, 1864. Skirmish near the Little Blue, Jackson County.

7, 1864. Attack on Parkville.

10, 1864. Affair at Platte City.

13,1864. Action at Camden Point. ,

Affair at Versailles.

14,1864. Skirmish near Fredenckslmrg.

15, 1864. Attack on Himtsville..

16,1864. Skirmish on the Clear Fork, near WarrenslMirg.

Skirmish on the Fayette road, near Hnutsville.

17,1864. Action near Fredericksburg, Kay County.

19, 1864. Scout to Taos.

20, 1864. Attack on Arrow Rock.

21, 1864. Attack on Pluttsburg.

22,1864. Skirmishes near Caimlen Point and I nion Mills.

23, 1864. Skirmish near Liberty.

REPORTS.

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Samuel K. Curtis, II. S. Army, commanding Department of Kansas.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, r. S. Army, commanding District of Central

Missouri.

No. 3. Col. James H. Ford. Second Colorado Cavalry.

No. 4. Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 5. Maj. Henry Sness, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Chief of Cav

alry.

No. 6. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk. U. S. Army, commanding District of North

Missouri.

No. 7. Capt. George A. Holloway, Assistant Adjutant -General.

No. 8. Maj. John M. Clark. Eighty-second Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia.

No. 9. Maj. Samuel P. Cox.

No. 10. Capt. Benjamin F. Poe, Eighty-ninth Enrolled Missouri Militia.

No. 11. Capt. Edward P. Elmer, Second Colorado Cavalry.

No. 12. Lieut. Henry F. Goss, Eighty-seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia.

* Not found.
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Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. 8. Army, commanding Denart-
tnent of Kansas.

WYANDOTTE, July 11, 1864.

(Via Fort Leavenworth.)
A combined force of cavalry belonging to Departments of the

Missouri and Kansas, under Colonel Ford, marched from Weston yes-
terdayand made a gallant dash on rebel camp in Camden. Platte County,
completely routing and scattering rebels. Our loss, 1 killed and&quot;!

wounded; rebel loss, 15 killed. Ten kegs of powder, many guns, accou
termeuts and equipment captured by our troops.

Major-General HALLECK.
Washington.

K. CURTIS,
Major-General.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, July u, 1864.

Our forces, combined, under Colonel Ford, fell upon the rebels at
Camden last night. Short tight and complete rout of rebels; pursuit
turned southward. Enemy s loss, 15 killed; also large number of mus
kets, shotguns, accoutermeuts, and ten kegs of powder. Our loss, 1

killed and 1 badly wounded.
S. R. CURTIS.

General RoSECRANS.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Ef/berf 7&amp;gt;. Bmicn. U. S.

District of Central Missouri.
Army, commanding

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL .MISSOURI,

[July 9, 1864.]
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that Captain Wagoner. Second

Colorado Cavalry, with a scouting party of twenty-five men, was
attacked on the 6th by a band of guerrillas, numbering about 100, in a

pass two miles south of the Little Blue, on the road between Independ
ence and Pleasant Hill. Captain Wagoner and 7 men were killed and
1 man wounded. The enemy lost several men, but as they carried off

their dead and wounded in the coach which they captured soon after

and on their horses the number was not ascertained.
I am, very truly, your obedient servant,

E. B. BROWN, .

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant- General, SSaint Louis,

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
Warrensburg, Mo., July 12, 1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that on the &amp;lt;&amp;gt;th instant Captain
Wagoner, Company C, Second Colorado Cavalry, with twenty-five men,

4 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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while scouting from Eaytowii, Jackson County, down the Little Blue,
was attacked by Todd and about 100 guerrillas in a pass two miles
south of that stream on the road between Pleasant Hill and Independ
ence. Captain Wagoner and 7 men killed: 1 wounded. The guer
rillas had 6 killed at the pass, and 2 others by a foot scout that after
ward fell in with a squad of them. The enemy seized the stage and
carried off their wounded, going easterly in direction of the Sni
Hills. The guerrillas had collected for the purpose of attacking the
escort of Brig. Gen. James Totten, inspector-general. Department of the

Missouri, who they expected would go through the pass; but he had
taken the route by way of Hickman Mills. They missed him. The
meeting with Captain Wagoner was an accidental one. One of the
two guerrillas killed by the foot scout was in the uniform of a Confed
erate officer. As Todd was the only officer known to have been dressed
in this manner it may be him; but there is no positive information in

relation to it.

While bearing testimony to the good conduct of the troops under my
command in all branches of the service, and particularly to the Second
Colorado Cavalry, yet no one of the brave soldiers in the Central Dis
trict will pardon me if I fail to do justice to the gallantry, soldierly

qualities, and gentlemanly character of Capt. Seymour W. Wagoner.
He fell at the head of his little band of heroes

*

bravely contending
against overwhelming odds.

I am, very truly, your obedient servant,
E. B. BROWN,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louin.

WARRENSBURG, July 17, 1864.

I have the honor to report that on Wednesday night, 13th instant,

Gregg s band of thirty men attempted (o rob Versailles, Morgan
County. Were attacked and driven off by the citizen guards of that

place.
E. B. BROWN,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis.

WARRENSBURG, Mo., July 17, 1864 12 m.

I have the honor to report that two guerrillas rode on to the ferry
boat, opposite Boonville, and compelled the master to carry them across
the river. On landing at the upper part of the town they passed into

the country, being joined by one of their comrades. They robbed one
citizen of a span of horses and killed another for resisting them when
they robbed him. Colonel Wear, Enrolled Missouri Militia, pursued
them with a uarty of citizens, recaptured 3 horses and killed 1 of the

guerrillas.
E. B. BROWN,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding,
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis.
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WARRENSBURG, Mo., July 17, 1864.

I have the honor to report that Captain Turley, Seventh Missouri State
Militia [Cavalry], with a scout of twenty-five men, attacked Hutchins
and Steward s band of guerrillas on Clear Fork yesterday, killing o
of them. This makes 81 that the troops under my command have killed

since the 1st of June.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, tiaint Louis.

WARRENSBURG, Mo. r July 18, 1864.

Captain Parke, Fourth Missouri State Militia [Cavalry], at Boon ville,

reports 150 guerrillas in Howard County, killing daily, and that Frank
lin was robbed yesterday.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. O. 1). GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

WARRENSBURG, Mo., July 21, 1864.

The sheriff of Saline County reports to Captain Parke, at Boonville,
that Arrow Rock was burned last night. There was a company of

ninety citizen guards and a squad oi soldiers at that place. The
soldiers are said to have made their escape.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

WARRENSBURG, July 23, 1864.

Todd s guerrillas scattered in the Sni Hills in bands numbering from
fifteen to seventy-five. Thornton was above Lexington, within three

miles of the Missouri, yesterday noon. It is reported that he will cross

the river between Sibley and Napoleon. The Fanny Ogden is on the

way up the river from Glasgow. I have ordered her up the river to

prevent a crossing of Thornton s forces and to ferry Ford s command if

he arrives on the banks in pursuit and Thornton would make a cross

ing. If Thornton should cross the river and unite the different bands
of Todd, he will be strong enough to make a raid on many of the border
towns. Colonel McFerran s cavalry are still in pursuit.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General.

Col. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Reports of Col. James ff. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry.

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., July 7, 1864.

(Received 8.30 a. in. 8th.)

CAPTAIN: Captain Wagoner, Company C, scouting from Raytown?
with twenty-five men, was attacked by Todd with over 100 guerrillas,
well armed, about two miles south of the Little Blue, on Independence
and Pleasant Hill road. Captain W. and 7 men killed, 1 wounded.

Enemy s loss we do not know. They took the coach and carried off

their dead and wounded. Enemy immediately retreated into eastern

Jackson and western La Fayette, dividing up into small squads as

usual. Our foot scouts killed 2 on their retreat, 1 dressed in Confed
erate uniform. We hope it is Todd. They were collecting for the pur
pose of attacking General Totteu and myself en route from Pleasant
Hill to Independence. We came via Hickman Mills to inspect troops
at that place. The skirmish took place Wednesday, the Oth, just at 2

p. m.
J. H. FORD,

Colonel, Commanding, &c.

Capt. JAMES H. STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Warrensbtirg.

KANSAS CITY, July 9, 1864.

(Received 9 a. m.)

CAPTAIN: I have positive information that bushwhackers were
killed by Captain Wagoner s command in the late skirmish.

J. H. FORD,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. JAMES H. STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrensbnrg.

HEADQUARTERS FORD S BRIGADE,
Camden, Mo., July 11, 1S61 7 a. m.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that we ran on to the enemy
at this place, killing 15 of them. Our loss, 1 killed and 1 badly
wounded. The enemy s force was from 200 to 300. They were gaining
largely every day, pressing citizens and horses. A large number of

them were out at this time on that business. Our force actually en

gaged with the enemy was about 150. Have heard signal guns all

night at intervals of half an hour; direction south. Shall move in five

minutes, south probably. More particulars by the first opportunity.
I anij general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. FORD,
Colonel, Commanding.

p. g. Captured and destroyed a large number of muskets, shot

guns, cartridges, accouterinents, &c.
;
also ten kegs of powder.

J. H. FORD.
General CURTIS,

Commanding Department of Kansas,
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KANSAS CITY, July 17, 1864.

Todd with 150 thieves threatens Independence. Three hundred or
400 of Thornton s whelps down in Kay County, opposite Lexington, try
ing to cross. I have sent the Fanny Ogden with one section of battery
and 100 men to stop their crossing. Todd is playing the devil in my
sub-district. I have not troops enough to protect all sides. These few
rebels in and about Weston are there only to draw back our forces. I

I must have a part of my men back, or 1 will lose Independence.
J. H. FORD,

Colonel.

Major-General CURTIS.

KANSAS CITY, July 18, 1864.

GENERAL: Attacked enemy at Camden Point. They ran. We killed
15 of them there. Our loss, 1 killed, 1 mortally wounded. Chased
them clear down in Ray County. Killed at least 25 on the road down;
all of them in arms; killed no citizens, although many of them need
killing. Have called a large mass-meeting, to be held at Liberty on
Wednesday next, and have names of all disloyal men and sympathi
zers, and have told the people that I will hold the men responsible for

actions of their particular friend Thornton. I will give them a chance
to redeem themselves and then try and save their county from destruc
tion. Todd and his thieves are raising the devil in my sub-district. I

cannot go down into Ray without leaving my counties completely un
protected. One hundred and fifty whelps now threaten Independence.
We only have thirty men there. I am doing all I can. A large party
opposite Lexington is trying to cross the river. Have sent a steam-boat
with one section of artillery and 100 men, under Major Suess, down to

prevent their crossing. I received General Rosecrans order to remain
over there, but I cannot leave my own men unprotected. General Cur
tis has withdrawn the Kansas troops. The balance of my force is at

Liberty. Colonel Draper is there. If I have to bring my troops over
would recommend that Colonel Draper be left there for the present.

J. H. FORD,
Colonel, &c.

General FISK.

KANSAS CITY, July 21, 1864.

On Sunday, the 17th instant, Captain Moses, with forty-seven men,
scouting seventeen miles northeast of Liberty, near Fredericksburg,
Ray County, came onto a large force of the enemy, over 300 strong,
under Colonel Thornton. After a severe tight they had to retreat

to the brush, where Captain Moses ngain rallied his men. They tired

their last shot from their revolvers, when Captain Moses gave the order

to separate and do the best they could. Our loss, (&amp;gt; killed, 4 wounded,
2 missing. Enemy s loss, 10 killed and 21 wounded. The information as

to the enemy s wounded we get from the inhabitants. I think it is cor

rect. Captain Moses behaved with coolness and bravery, discharging
before he left the field eighteen shots, all he had. He escaped unin

jured, but received five bullet holes through his hat and clothes, one of

which grazed his forehead; his horse received four wounds but carried

him safely off the field. He reports that his men fought desperately,
also that our carbines again tailed us and we had to rely on the pistols.

Major Pritchard was immediately sent in pursuit with 250 men. He
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followed them to Knoxville, where they had commenced, breaking- up in

small bands. His men and his horses giving out he gave up the pur
suit and returned. Small bands of these thieves infest every portion of
these counties. Thornton can raise a large force, I think, without
doubt, 1,000 men, throughout the whole district.

J. H. FORD,
Colonel, Commanding.

Major-General ROSECRANS.

KANSAS CITY, July 25, 1864.

Express just arrived from Liberty. Major Smith has returned to

that place. He ran on enemy s rear guard, killed 3 of them; they
scattered in every direction. I start in the morning- with my pack-mule
outfit; hope to give you a bettor report hereafter.

J. H. FORD,
Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry, Commanding.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

KANSAS CITY, July 25, 1864.

Hearing that the guerrillas were concentrating near Plattsburg
I left Liberty July 22, 6.30 a. in., with 300 Second Colorado Cavalry,
Major Smith commanding, and 190 Ninth Missouri State Militia

[Cavalry], Lieutenant-Colonel Draper commanding, for that place.
Learned on road that they had fight with militia of that place, killing
1 captain and 1 soldier

;
also learned that they had started west toward

Buchanan County. I left the Plattsburg road, struck west toward
Gosneyville, keeping flanking and scouting parties out in every direc

tion; passed through Gosneyville, camped at Ross Mill, fed, rested
men and horses. Started at dark, moved out on the prairie, encamped
until 2.30. Started again on track, moved northwest to Camden Point;
met Major Cox, in command of 500 militia and citizens, poorly armed.

They had a skirmish with the band the day before; lost 1 killed, 5

wounded; enemy s loss not known. Enemy here seemed to have scat
tered in every direction; finally I found trail of the largest party, about
140, who were moving back east; another party moving west in small
bauds toward Buchanan County. I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Draper to

Saint Joseph as per General Fisk s telegraphic orders. Major Cox and
his militia started on the trail; we had just come to Plattsburg. I took
the Smithville road after the largest party with 300 Second Colorado

Cavalry; followed enemy back to within eight miles of Liberty, when
they again doubled on me and moved toward Buchanan County. I

followed about five miles. Our wagons and ambulances were very
much in our way; concluded to bring them in; left Major Smith with
211 men on their trail. We labored under a great disadvantage; the
citizens gave the enemy information of any movement I made, stand

picket for them, and I can get no information whatever only as I send
out small parties to play bushwhacker, and they are very careful. Then
another disadvantage in this last trip : I took ration train with me.
If I allow the men to live on the country they are continually straggliug
all over the country; if I carry rations on their horses it wears the
horses out this hot weather. If I go back on another scout in that

country I shall fix up pack animals, live in the brush with them for a
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tew weeks. Had we known that part of the country as well as we now
do we could, I think, have, closed them out. I have reliable information
that about eighty crossed the river Saturday night into this sub-district,and I think they intend to cross their whole command in small parties
as fast as they can. Thornton is getting no more recruits and some
few deserting. I do not believe he has over 800 men, scattered all

through the country. Three battalions, each 300 to 400 strong, with
pack-mules would easily make a clean sweep of those counties by living
in the brush with them about two weeks, keeping out of all towns, and
figlit them in their own way. My regiment is badly needed here at
present. Can I come back when through with this scout?

J. H. FORD,
Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry,

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 4.

Report of Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri /State Militia Cavalry.

ON BOARD STEAMER POST BOY,
Lex-myton, Mo., July 17, 1864.

GENERAL: I arrived at this place at G p. m. this day. Cleared the
river of flat-boats and skiffs to this place, as far as I could find, and in

compliance with orders. I have no doubt but that there are skiffs

hauled out in the brush at points along the river, which would almost
&quot;be impossible to be found. I heard of no guerrillas on the river except
three at Rocheport and two at Boonville the day before we arrived at

those places. I heard of no bands within striking distance from the

river, hence I have not sent the cavalry out. There seems to be quite
a number of them on the north side of the river in Boone, Howard, and
Carroll Counties, but have committed no depredations on the river

towns within a few days past, except the instance of killing a man at

Boonville. A band crossed at a point below this (of which place I

cannot definitely learn) variously estimated at from twenty to thirty,
and are said to have killed from eight to twelve Union men in Carroll

County, several of the killed being discharged soldiers. It is supposed
to be the same band that robbed Huntsville. They are also reported
as having recruited to the number of seventy-five or eighty, and are

trying to get south of the river. They are said to be in the Grand
River country. I could hear of guerrillas in Saline County, variously
estimated at from fifteen to forty in numbers, said to be in Saline Bot
tom or Bend, but could hear nothing definite as to their numbers or

whereabouts. I will leave here to-morrow morning at 2 o clock. Will
disembark the cavalry at this place, and make a dash on Wellington
at daylight, and, if no enemy in striking distance, will there take
the cavalry aboard and move on up the river. By advising with Col

onel McFerran he thought the trip above here would be attended with
better results by making it in daylight. Both officers and men are

conducting themselves with propriety.
General, I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,

D. DALE,
Major Fourth Carairy Missouri State Militia.

Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN,
Commanding District of Central Missouri.
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No. 5.

Report of Maj. Henry Suess, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
Chief of Cavalry.

GLASGOW, Mo., July 21,

I have just arrived. Lieutenant Woodruff, First Missouri State
Militia [Cavalry], was attacked by about 200 guerrillas at Arrow Rock
last night. He fought them three-quarters of an hour, losing 3 men
missing, and all his horses. He and his men are here. I shall take him
to Frankfort. I have placed the garrison of Miami and Cambridge at

Frankfort. I brought 120 men, under Captain Wyckoff, from Lexing
ton, who marched from Miami, at 7 o clock this morning, in pursuit of
the rebels, 150 strong, under Todd, who passed at 5 p. m. yesterday
live miles south of Miami on the gallop east. Captain Queen marched
with fifty men from a point opposite Chicken Point and six miles below

Waverly at 5 o clock this morning for Marshall. Ferguson, with eighty
men, I met at Waverly at 7 p. m. yesterday, and ordered him to Mar
shall. I leave for Miami soon. Will return early to-morrow morning.
Thornton s band, 300 strong, were at Mandeville yesterday at 12 m.,

inarching east. Citizens of Carroll County are armed and ready to

defend themselves.
HENRY SUESS,

Major and Chief of Cavalry.
Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN,

Warrenaburg.

Copy sent Maj. (). D. Greene, assistant adjutant-general, with the fol

lowing additional:
I have ordered Colonel Flail to look out for a raid on the railroad

towns east of Sedalia. Major Suess is in command of the Fanny
Ogden.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

No. &amp;lt;;.

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton /&amp;gt;. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District

of Korth Missouri.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
Sarnt Joseph, Mo., August 1, 18C,-i.

COLONEL: In accordance with instructions received from headquar
ters Department of the Missouri, I have the honor herewith to hand
you a preliminary report of the origin and causes of the troubles in the

counties of Platte and Clay, in the State of Missouri. When the diffi-

culties shall have been to some extent settled I shall organize a court
that will place in the form of evidence what [ here state for the infor

mation of the major-general commanding the Department of the Mis
souri.

That it may be fully understood what constitutes Paw Paw Militia,

the cause of most of this difficulty, 1 state that the so-called Paw
Paws were disloyal citizens and returned soldiers and officers from
the rebel army who had been enrolled as disloyal under General
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Orders, Xo. 24, series of 18C2, from headquarters State of Missouri.

These men were organized into companies and regiments, under the

direction of the Governoi of the State of Missouri, in the summer of

1863, for some purpose to me unknown. Of the policy that dictated

this organization, or of the effect upon the loyal element thus to be

guarded, protected, and watched by armed rebels, many of them fresh

from the Confederate army, I say nothing. Representations were often

and freely made to the proper authorities that these troops were doing
a vast amount of harm to the loyal sentiment of the State of Missouri,
and it was shown in many instances that these troops would in no case

fight the guerrillas and thieves who infested the neighborhoods where

they were stationed in the northwestern portion of the State. The offi

cers and men of the Eighty-second Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia

allowed the Confederate Colonel Winston to remain safely harbored
and protected in the county of Clay during the winter of 18G3- G4, and
used no exertion to arrest him, although his presence in their very
midst was a well-established fact. They would not and did not arrest

him. After the capture of Colonel Winston by Captain Kemper s com

pany, of the Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, it was a matter of

continued report by these Paw Paw officers and soldiers that he had
left a companion in Clay County commonly known as Coon Thornton,
but whose name is John C. Calhoun Thornton, and who is reported to

be a colonel in the rebel army. This man, it is well known, was
recruiting for the Confederate service, and had several agents at work
for him to this end in the counties of Platte, Clay, and Hay. It has
even been the subject of conversation with these Paw Paw officers and

myself that companies of the Eighty-first and Eighty-second Enrolled

Missouri Militia were in league with Thornton, and that numbers of

the men of certain companies had joined his organization. It was
claimed that every effort possible had been made to arrest him, but

without avail. The whole population of the district in which he was

operating aided and informed him, and his work went on briskly and

smoothly. Upon my accession to the command of the district I learned

that all of the Eighty-first Enrolled Missouri Militia had been relieved

from duty, but had been permitted to take their arms home to their

houses, and it was often reported to me by loyal men that these armed
rebels were one by one slipping out of sight into the brush with their

arms, and upon diligent inquiry I ascertained these reports to be in the

main true. I immediately ordered the disarming of these men, their

arms to be delivered to the armory at Saint Joseph, Mo., and upon
receipt of the order twelve men of Captain Cox s company, of the

Eighty-first Enrolled Missouri Militia, took their arms and disappeared.
The company commanded by Captain Bywater, at Camden Point, came
in and delivered up their arms at Camden Point preparatory to send

ing them to Saint Joseph. They wen stored in an old warehouse, and
two men of the same company left on guard over them. The same night
a small body of unarmed guerrillas rode into the town, surprised the

guard, and carried off the guns and accouterments. Captain Bywater s

company has not been heard of since then. They belonged to the Eighty-
first [Eighty-second] Enrolled Missouri Militia. On the occasion of a

skirmish between loyal militia and bushwhackers, some of these Paw
Paws were seen by their old acquaintances among the bushwhackers.

Owing to the extreme difficulty of obtaining troops for service in this

district, some of the best of these Paw Paw companies were retained

on duty. Rumors of intended risings of the rebels were continually

reaching my headquarters, and at length, on the morning of the 7th ot
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July, 1864, during my temporary absence in Howard County, a body
of guerrilla thieves, headed by Coon Thornton in person, made their

appearance at Parkville, Platte County, entered the town without the
least particle of opposition from Captain Wilson s company (E), Eighty-
second Eegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, stationed at that point,
killed 1 man, wounded 2 men and 1 woman, and plundered the town of

everything they chose. After being joined by some members of the
militia they left in the direction of Platte City.
On the 9th day of July it was discovered by Maj. John M. Clark,

Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding at Platte City,
that these guerrillas were in force in front of the town, and it was
known to him that First Lieut. William Downing, Company G&amp;gt; Eighty-
second Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding detachment of said

company, went out to where these rebels were and held free conversa
tion and intercourse with them. Upon his return he informed Major
Clark that the guerrillas were coming into town, and that he for one
did not intend to resist them, but was for them rather than against
them.
On the morning of the 10th of July Major Clark abandoned the com

mand of the post to Capt. R. D. Johnston, Company A, Eighty-second
Regiment, and started off for a visit to his family, fifteen miles dis

tant. Captain Johnston being left in command immediately took coun
sel with such of his officers as were present, and determined, in view
of the known disloyalty of most of the command and the continued
assertions of Lieut. William Downing that he would not fight the

guerrillas, but help them, that he could do no better than surrender
the garrison. Upon his announcing this fact, Lieutenant Downing
immediately went out and came into the town with the guerrillas, who
iorthwith took possession of the town and all that was in it. They took

down the flag of the Union, and tearing it into shreds fastened them to

the heads of their horses. Here again was repeated the scene of

transformation of Missouri State soldiers into bushwhackers, for in less

than a quarter of an hour after the occupation of the town nearly the

whole of Captain Johnston s command appeared dressed in Confeder
ate uniforms. According to a careful estimate of the force that so

easily transferred their allegiance, prepared by Major Clark before re

ferred to, the number of men was distributed as follows: Capt. R. D.

Johnston, Company A, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia, twenty
men; Lieut. J. H. Xash, Company C, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri

Militia, twenty men; Lieut. J. \V. Martin. Company D, Eighty-second
Enrolled Missouri Militia, fifty men; Lieut. William Downing, Com
pany G, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia, twenty men: Capt.
P. Simpson, Company M, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia,

twenty men ; making in all a force of 130 men who were actually on

duty as U. S. soldiers and who joined the rebels. Besides these,
there were numbers of the militia who were not on active duty,
but who joined them as they passed through the country. It is

the opinion of those whom I consider best qualified to judge of this

matter that not less than 250 to 300 of this class of Enrolled

Missouri Militia joined the guerrillas. Major (Mark, as soon as his

way was clear, reported safely at my headquarters. I shall have
him brought to trial speedily. The total number of troops that joined
Thornton and Thrailkill, his second in command, was four times the

force at Thornton s disposal at the outset of his raid. Since the 15th

of July about thirty-five of these traitors have been killed. About 100

are in the brush sending messages to me to know how they can renew
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their allegiance, claiming to have been conscripted by Thornton, and a
few have been taken at Atchison and Leavenworth, Kans., in attempts
to escape, and are now confined in jail at Atchisou.
In closing this report I can only say that every word of it is capable

of proof, and an examination of all facts such as I propose to make will

probably show up a darker shade of Adllaiuy and corruption than

appears in this preliminary report.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier-General, Commanding District of North Missouri.

Col. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the Missouri.

No. 7.

Report of Capt. George A. Holloway, Assistant Adjutant- General.

JULY 14, 1864.

Our combined forces had a fight with the rascals last night at Cam-
den Point, bnrned the town and mustered out a few devils, but the rest

were routed, some of them coming this way. Part of Noland s com
pany have joined them, and some of the guns they had are gone
too. I think 100 or 200 of them are near Sparta, but do not know cer

tainly. I shall put about 400 men on duty in the city to-night. Major
Penick and I have a perfect understanding concerning the defense of

the city. The assistance of the citizen companies is cheerfully rendered.

Understand they have a scare at Weston this p. m. It is supposed by
some very intelligent men that the rebel organization does not number
less than 1,500, and that they are not fully at work. Nearly all the

young men of rebel families have taken the bush. Captain Davis

company came in this morning. They were surrounded all day yester

day. Colonels Ford and Jennison and Lieutenant-Colonel Draper left

Weston yesterday with about 000 good cavalry and a section of artil

lery; have heard nothing from them to day. You are much needed
here but troops are indispensable. We can t run in this manner much
longer.

G. A. HOLLOWAY,
Assistan t A dju ta n t General.

General FISK,
Saint Louis.

No. 8.

Report of Maj. John M. Clark, Eighty-second Infantry Enrolled Mis
souri Militia.

HEADQUARTERS,
Platte City, Mo., July 8, 1864.

GENERAL : I reached home on yesterday about 10 a. in. Soon after my
arrival I received information of the presence of a considerable body of

guerrillas in the east and southeast portions of our county. 1 at once
set about concentrating my forces at this place. About .i p. m. I

received a dispatch from Lieutenant Nash, Company C, stating the

guerrillas made an attack upon Parkville and captured the place. One
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man was killed and 2 wounded, and also one woman was wounded.
Robbed the stores (my own among the rest) of their contents, taking
all the money they could get, and left in the direction of Platte City.
Since then 1 have heard nothing of them. 1 sent a scout out as far as
New Market to intercept General Fisk, so as to post him as to our con

dition, but did not find him. I learned that he had passed three miles

east of New Market, about 9 or 10 a. in., in the direction of Smithville.

I have heard nothing of him since, but suppose he has passed through
safely. L have some eighty-live men in the tield this morning, and
think they will be able to give a good account of these gents soon. The
guerrillas number some sixty or seventy men.

Yours, in haste,
J. M. CLARK,

Major, Commanding Platte County, Mo.

Reports of Maj. Samuel P. Cox.

CAMDEN POINT, Mo., July 23, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that we came up with the bush
whackers four miles north of this place at 2 o clock, and we had a skir

mish with them, which lasted but a short time. We made a charge on
them and they tied in every direction. Some two hours after the tight
we took one of them prisoner, and from him learn that the bushwhack
era had 2 killed and several wounded. Our loss is 1 killed and 3
wounded. A part of the bushwhackers went back across Platte River
below the Union Mills. Can t you send fresh troops to follow them 1

?

Our horses and men worn out. Something ought to be done forthwith.
S. P. COX,

Commanding Forces.

General FISK,
Commanding District of Norlh Missouri..

GALLATIN, July 2~), 1SG4.

GENERAL : I have the honor to report to you that according to orders
received at Breckinridge from you to pitch into the rebels, I started
with my command of home guards. We went south some twelve

miles, where we were joined by Lieutenant Desha s company from
Chillicothe. At dark we halted and rested till 12 o clock, and then we
moved oft in pursuit of guerrillas. Just at that time Colonel Brown
came up with two companies more, Capt. N. B. Brown and Captain
Brumtield. The company commanders at that time were as follows,
to wit: Lieutenant Uesha, Captain Woodruff, Captain Brown, Captain
Noblett, Captain Brumrteld, Captain Leabo, and Lieut. S. Brown. We
started out and reached Kingston just at sun-up and found the

guerrillas had robbed and plundered that town of at least $10,000 in

money. The next place was Mirabile, where they got about the same
amount of money from Doctor Crawford s safe. They robbed the stores
of all they wanted. We then started for Plattsburg only a few hours
behind them. They killed one man twelve miles east of Plattsburg.
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I do not recollect his name; he was taken from the house and shot.

They went direct to Plattsburg and made an attack on that place and
demanded a surrender, but Captain Poe refused,*he being in command,
as Captain Turuey had just been killed; but just before we came up
they left, going south in a hurry. We camped at Plattsburg for the

night. Captain Johns and Captain Jones, of Caldwell, came up; also

Captain McDonald, from Stewartsville. On the morning of theM we
left Plattsburg, Captain Poe, of that place, taking twelve of his men
and went as the advance guard. We went south to Carpenter s Store;
there the guerrillas had camped that night. At that place we found
the grave of one man that was wounded at Plattsburg. They then
moved in the direction of Union Mills. When we got there we found
out that they were but a short distance ahead. We then made a
forced inarch for about four miles, when we came up with them about
three miles west of the Union Mills. They left the main road and went
oft on a by-road in some of the worst brush that they could find. They
concealed themselves, and when our advance came up they were tired

on. - I then dismounted three companies and moved forward to find

out their situation. We moved up in the brush close to where they
were when they tired on us; we returned the tire, they fell back a short

distance, and we also fell back to load. Then I had several other com
panies brought up and put in position. We then moved up the second

time, and the enemy met us about the same place and both parties
tired about the same time. We repulsed them again, and boys fell back
a short distance again and reloaded again.

During this action our horses stampeded, caused by the boys yelling
and the roar of the guns. It took us some little time before we could

get ready again; then we moved up the third time and the enemy met
us about the same place, but that time we routed them and they went
in all directions through the woods and over fences, through the fields

as hard as they could. Our loss was 1 killed, James B. Ayres, of Cap-
taiii McDonald s company, at Stewartsville; wounded, James Tucker, of

Captain Brumneld s company, in the head, slight; John Acord, of

Brown s company, in the side; John Carter, of Captain Leabo s company,
in the thigh, and several others slightly. The loss of the enemy, as far

as could be ascertained, was 12 killed and 16 wounded. We captured 3

horses and some guns and revolvers. I then moved to Camden Point
and camped all night. The next morning Colonel Ford came up and
took the trail of the guerrillas at Staner s Mills. I then left the trail

and moved back to the Union Mills, and as we passed close to where
we had the tight the day before we captured, in company with H. M.
Herman, a noted rebel spy, who was acting as his guide to the camp
of the bushwhackers, and returned with my command, who were worn
out by hard marches through the heat and dust which has compelled
me to return and rest.

I cannot close without returning my sincere thanks to all of the offi

cers and men that were under my command tor the way they stood up
both in the tight and on the inarch; also to Colonel Smith and Judge
Dodge and Lieut. 1. !N&quot;. Henry and Doctor Crawford, of Caldwell. and
Col. W. S. Brown, Lieuts. H. M. Singleton and L. M. Martin, of Daviess,
and Mr. Hubbard, of Clinton, for their valuable services rendered me
both on the march and in the skirmish.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. P. COX,

Commanding IScout.

[General FISK,
Commanding District of North Missouri.]
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NO. 10.

Report of Capt. Benjamin, F.
Po&amp;lt;;, Eighty-ninth Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

JULY L l, 1864.

About 9 a. in. Captain Turney and First, Lieut. George W. McCul-
lough, with twenty-six men, went out to reconuoiter and find the posi
tion of the enemy. About 10 a. m. the enemy appeared in force about
600 yards east of the town, variously estimated from 125 to 400 strong.
They sent in a nag of truce with a demand to surrender, of which the

following is a copy :

JULY 21, 1864.
COMMANDING OFFICKK AT I I.ATTSBUUG:

I hereby demand :u\ immediate surrender of the town. We arc not bushwhackers,
but Coniederate soldiers. Your men will be treated as prisoners of war.

JOHN THRAILKILL,
Major, Commanding Confederate Forces.

To which 1 replied in the following:

PLATTSBUKG; July ;?/, 1864.

Maj. JOHN THKAILKILL:

SIR: We are not here for the purpose of surrendering, but to defend the flag of
our country.

B. F. POE.
Captain, Commanding Post.

The messenger started with the reply and was tired upon. At the
same time a tight occurred between Captain Turney and the enemy.
A messenger at that instant came in with word that Captain Turney
was cut off, and for every man to take care of himself. After examin

ing our ammunition it was found to be scarce, not sufficient to tight

any length of time; whereupon I ordered a retreat, which had com
menced, when Lieutenant McCullough came in with his force bearing the
dead body of Captain Turney. Lieutenant McCullough and myselfthen
determined to hold the place with what soldiers we had left and the
citizens. A second messenger was dispatched to the enemy, but tired

upon. Lieutenants Pierce and B. F. McCullough and most of the men
had left when Turney s men came in. Our loss. Captain Turney killed

and James Nixon wounded severely. The enemy had retreated in the
direction of Hayuesville. We do not know that we killed any of the

enemy.
B. F. POE,

Captain, Commanding Post at Plattsburg.

[General FISK,

Commanding Uistrict of Forth Missouri.}

No. 11.

Report of Capt. Edward P. Elmer, Second Colorado Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS STATION,
Pleasant Hill, Mo., August 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor herewith to transmit the following sup
plementary report of scouting and escort done by Company K, Second
Colorado Cavalry stationed at Pleasant Hill, Mo., since July 10, 1864:

Sergeant Cotton and thirty-four men of Company K, Second Colo
rado Cavalry, left this station July 11 for Kansas City, with six-mule

team, ten days rations, with detachments of C, F, and I of Second
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Colorado Cavalry, under command of Major Smith. Arrived at Kan
sas City July 12; distance, thirty-five miles. Left Kansas City on the
13th in the steamer Emily. Arrived at Weston 12 in.: distance, forty-
two miles. Lieutenant Parsons, of D Company, took command of the

detachment; left same day. Arrived at Camden P.oint 4 p. in.; dis

tance, twelve miles. Found the enemy there; had a fight with them;
killed several, and completely routed them. Lost 1 man killed, 1

wounded. Pursued them about one mile with the command; then

leaving it and pursuing the enemy about ten miles, went into cam]) for

the night. Broke camp at daylight 14th. Arrived at Smithville;
distance, four miles; ted. Left about 7 a. in., returning back to Cam-
deii Point, scouting through the brush; distance, fifteen miles. From
there went to Platte City; distance, ten miles. There joined the com
mand and remained there until the next morning. Broke camp the
next morning at daylight, taking southerly direction. About 1 p. in.

stopped and fed. Left the command there; went to Kansas City,
escort for Colonel Ford

; distance, thirty-five miles. Lett Kansas City
on the morning of the 10th. Arrived at Liberty about noon

; distance,
sixteen miles. Camped there until the next day. Left for Kansas City
on the 17th with Colonel Ford; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the
18th for Liberty; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the 22d with the
whole command, taking a northerly direction, arriving at Union Mills;

distance, thirty-six miles; fed; moved on about three miles; went into

camp. Left 23d, taking a westerly course, meeting a command of
Enrolled Missouri Militia. Passed Camden Point, taking a southeast

erly direction. Went into camp about 5 p.m.; distance, fifty miles.

Broke camp about daylight on 21tli; passed through Suiithville in a

southerly direction after traveling about thirty-five miles, there leaving
the transportation and taking the enemy s trail. After following about
twelve miles stopped and fed. A party of men were out foraging, and
they ran onto the enemy s pickets. Fired on them and killed 1; the
command then pursuing and overtaking them, completely routed them,
killing 2 of them ; then went into cainp about sundown

; distance, fifteen

miles. 25th, broke camp about sunrise, taking a southerly direction,

arriving at Liberty about 1 p. m. Camped there for the night; dis

tance, twenty miles. 26th, broke camp at daylight. Arrived at Kansas
City 6 a.m.; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the 27th for Pleasant

Hill; distance, thirty-five miles.

July 21, Sergeant Wright and six men on a scout to Sni Hills and

vicinity. Saw plenty of signs of bushwhackers. Returned on the 22d
;

distance traveled, forty miles. On the 27th Sergeant Weir and nine

men went to Kansas City for commissary stores. Returned on 31st;
distance, thirty-five miles. Whole distance about 495 miles.

Your most obedient servant,
E. P. ELMER,

Captain, Commanding Station.

Capt. J. H. STEGEK.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 12.

Report of Lieut. Henry F. Goss, Eighty-seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia.

SAINT JOSEPH, July 20, 1864.

I have to report that on yesterday, in charge of a scouting party
sent out by your orders, I proceeded to the neighborhood of Taos, and
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also near De Kalb. in Buchanan County. About one mile and a half
from Taos and between that place and De Kalb, along the margin of a
creek, in Murphy s pasture, we discovered camp-tires and obtained in

formation from different reliable men in the neighborhood that there
were not less than 300 rebels in the brush there. This camp is about tit-

teen miles from Saint Joseph. We captured one prisoner going toward
said camp. He was. armed and had clothes packed in saddle-bags.We also captured one stud-horse belonging to a man formerly of Cap
tain Poland s company of Paw Paws, named Outs, and who was recently
engaged in shooting a German near Sparta. We took two U. S. mus
kets from the houses of two men of Poland s company, now in the
brush. The bushwhackers seem to have possession of the lower part
of this county and in Taos and along the main roads every day. In

going and returning we traveled thirty miles and reached this post
about 12 o clock last night. The men in the country appear to be nearly
all gone. We only saw five or six on the whole route.

HENRY F. GOSS,
First Lieutenant Company H, Commanding Scouts.

Brigadier-General FISK.

JULY 8, 1864. Skirmish near Richmond, Mo.

Report of Briy. Gen. Clinton T&amp;gt;. FisJc, U. S. Army, commanding District

of North Missouri.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
Saint Joseph . ,l/o., July 19, 18(&amp;gt;-I.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that Capt. D. P. Whitmer,
commanding company of Enrolled Missouri Militia, at Richmond, trans
mits to me an account of an affair between a portion of his company
and the guerrillas, on the 8th instant. Lieutenant Page, of his com
pany, fell in with a party and immediately charged them with his whole
command. They received a volley, which resulted in the deatli of Lieu
tenant Page and the severe wounding of Orderly Sergeant Goode and
two men, together with the death of five horses. Sergeant Goode, in

spite of his wounds, three in number, took command of the platoon
after the death of Lieutenant Page, and routed the enemy completely,
scattering him and capturing some of his horses and some equipments.
It is not known how many of the enemy were killed. From the money
and papers found in the clothing captured, it is certain that these men
are from Price s army. Lieutenant Page was buried with military hon
ors at Richmond on the Oth. Much credit is due to all parties who par
ticipated in the affair.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
CLINTON B. FISK,

Brigadier- General of Vols.j Comdfj. Dist. of North Missouri.

Col. O. D. GREENE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dcpt. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.
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JULY 8-12, 1864. Scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek, in Ripley
County, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Warren C. Shattuck, Third Missouri /State Militia Cav
alry.

PATTERSON, Mo., July 12, 1864.

SIR: In obedience to orders 1 started from this post on the 8th
instant upon a scout to Buffalo Creek, Ripley County, with twenty-five
men. We marched by way of Moss Ferry, on Black River, and Van
Buren, on Current River, thence in the direction of Pocahontas, Ark.,
to the head of Big- Baum Creek and down the same to Current River;
down Current River to the mouth of Buffalo, and up the same ten
miles to the house of one John Land, a noted guerrilla, who was found
lurking in the vicinity and was shot. We started from Land s and
came through the country, traveling by paths to Shelton s Mills, on
Current River, and from there to Patterson. On -Brush Creek, in
Centre County, we came upon two guerrillas, who were shot while
attempting to make their escape. We found no enemy in force nor
heard of none nearer than Jacksonport, except small parties of guer
rillas. All men subject to military duty are ordered to report to the
Southern army, and many are obeying the order. From the informa
tion I obtained the conscripts are sent to Jacksonport, whence they
are to return to Missouri as soon as they are armed and organized.
Forage can be obtained at a few points on the route. Corn crop looks
fine. Result of scout. 3 jayhawkers shot, 3 horses and 9 head of beef-
cattle brought in.

I remain, major, your most obedient servant,
W. C. SIIATTrCK,

Second Lieutenant Company /, Third Missouri ftfate Militia.

Maj. JAJIES WILSON,
Commanding Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

JULY 9-13, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Wellington, Mo., with
skirmishes at Warder s Church (10th), and at Columbus, Johnson County
(12th).

REFOKTS.
No. 1. Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, commanding District of Central Missouri.

No. 2. Col. John F. Philips, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Brio, Gen. Egbert B. Brown. U. S. Army, commanding District

of Central Missouri.

WARRENSBURG-. July 14, 1864.

I have the honor to report that a detachment of Major Houts
scouting party, commanded by Captain Henslee, killed 5 guer
rillas at a church near Wellington on Sunday last, among them the
notorious \Vilhite, who has been engaged in robbing the mails and

5 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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people iii La Fayette County. Wilhite led the party who attacked

Judge Rylaud and his son and was repulsed a short time since, and is

the man who wounded Captain Ewing, of the citizen guards. The
party of guerrillas were attending church and fired upon Captain
Henslee s advance guard from the windows, when a general exchange
of shots [took placej in the midst of citizens, women, and children, and
yet while Wilhite had twenty-eight balls through him and in him, ami
another guerrilla eighteen, no person but the guerrillas was hit by
our men. We had 1 man wounded and li horses killed. The guer
rillas, people, and priest seemed to be worshiping together as inno
cent lambs.

E. B. BKOWN,
Brigadier-General.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 2.

Report of Col. John F. Philips, Seventh Missouri tftate Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. SEVENTH CAVALRY MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,

Camp Grover, near Warrensburg, Mo., July JM, 1804.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders
received through sub-district headquarters, on the night of the 9th
instant I sent Major Houts, of my command, witli 150 men, northwest
of this place, with instructions to scout the country thoroughly. They
went twenty-five miles, and then turning north struck the Missouri
River at Wellington. In this march they discovered abundant signs
of the presence of guerrillas. This country is a safe covert for these
outlaws. It is a complete jungle and a perfect solitude, the adjacent
country to the Sni affording forage and rations. Arriving at Welling
ton about 10 a. m. on Sunday morning, Major Houts learned from a
reliable contraband that two guerrillas had been in this town that

morning, and her opinion was they had gone to a church Warder s

Church distant two miles, where a Hardshell was in the habit of

preaching to the &quot; Brushers &quot; the unsearchable riches of good whisky
and guerrilla warfare. The major, with accustomed promptness, at
once detached about fifty men, under command of the intrepid and
cool-headed Captain Henslee, Company L, and sent him to this

church. The force approached this church very stealthily. It is

situated on a high eminence, a bluff overlooking the Sni Eiver.
The command had to reach this church by a narrow road, having to

cross a bridge within twenty paces of the building and ascend a very
abrupt bank. The captain took the precaution to semi forward Ser

geant Brassrield with six men, with instructions to dash at all hazards
over this bridge up the hill, and passing the church to occupy a posi
tion beyond, with a view of intercepting fugitives, and at the same time,
by attracting the attention of the congregation, to make a diversion
in favor of the main column. The guerrillas were then seven or eight
in number, besides some outpost pickets on the Lexington road. The
cry of ki

Feds!&quot;
&quot;

Feds!&quot; thundered from the audience, and the worthy
pastor, who was in the midst of a fervent supplication, found his nock
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greatly demoralized, and concluded it wasn t worth while to pray any
longer under the circumstances. The guerrillas were on the alert, some
at their horses, some in the church, and one, who was to be married

perhaps that very day to the pastor s daughter, was standing at the

window, making love to his inamorata. The guerrillas as quick as

thought saw their peril, and with drawn revolvers they began earnest

work, with a nerve and determination worthy of a. better cause. The
captain s whole force was thrown into the work. The women and chil

dren screamed with terror, and, rushing wildly from the church, exhib
ited a method in their madness by throwing themselves in front of the
rebel outlaws. Captain H., whose presence of mind is equaled only
by his gallantry, rode out and commanded the women to - L

squat.&quot;

They obeyed the summons, and the work of death went bravely on.

Five bushwhackers were killed* outright, the sixth mortally wounded,
and one or two, despite all vigilance, made theirescape amid the furore

and confusion. Wilhite and Estes were numbered among the slain.

These were noted and desperate fellows, and their crimes are as black
and infamous as they are numerous. Two of the enemy s horses were
killed and some wounded. Two horses and equipments were captured
by us; five or six Colt navy revolvers. One-man, Corporal Cozad,
Company L, was wounded in heel and left at Lexington. One horse
and equipments lost, belonging to Private James I). Barnes, Com
pany D.

Justice to merit requires me to mention the names of Privates
John T. Anderson, Company L, and flames D. Barnes, Company D.
Anderson was one of the advance who passed by the church. lie

received three shots through his clothes, one knocking the skin off his

nose and one striking the pistol in his hand. lie rode right in the
midst of the scoundrels, and with great coolness and precision shot

right and left, emptying
1 twelve barrels and loading four more, all the

while directing the movements of other soldiers around him. Anderson
was badly wounded a year ago in a hand to hand fight with Living
ston, in Southwest Missouri. Barnes, discovering one of the bush
whackers making his escape, singled him out, charged on him, dis

charging his rifle flung it aside,^and with drawn pistol spurred forward,

chasing for half a mile the rebel who was tiring back at him; Barnes

holding his fire until he drew up on his game, was just in the act of

shooting at short range when his horse fell headlong, precipitating the

rider over his head with a fearful fall. The horse recovered and ran

away after the guerrilla, carrying equipments, &c., all of which was the

private property of the soldier, and is lost. Barnes is a mere boy and

quite small, but is as bold and dashing a trooper as ever looked an

enemy in the face.

From Wellington, Major Houts scoured the country to Lexington,
from there to Columbus, Johnson County. Here he ran onto six or

seven guerrillas who fled at first tire, and being well mounted, and
our horses greatly jaded, they outran us and escaped. The command
returned to camp yesterday, 13tli instant. Xuinber of miles traveled,
175.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. PHILIPS,

Colonel Seventh Cavalry Mixxouri Mute Militia.

Capt. JAMES H. STEGER,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., LUxtrict of Central Missouri.
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JULY 13, 1864. Skirmish near Brownsville, Ark.

Report* of Col. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry.

BROWNSVILLE, July 13, 1864 9.30 p. m.
The rebels, supposed to be 150

strong, attacked our pickets just now.
We have driven them off. My force is so small that I do riot like to
venture beyond our defenses. This may only be the advance of a larger
force.

O. WOOD,
Colonel.

Capt. C. n. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

BROWNSVILLE, July 14, 1864 5.45 p. m.
I followed the rebel force that attacked me last night to near Snake

Island, about fifteen miles from here, in a southeasterly direction,
where they divided in small squads and took different directions. I

did not deem it advisable to pursue too far with the force under
my command. I do not know what force the rebels belong to. One
of my vedettes lost his horse, saddle, and bridle. We captured five

guns from them. The detachment of Tenth Illinois Cavalry has just
arrived. Captain Wilson will report his disaster to you.

O. WOOD,
Colonel.

Capt. C. II. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JULY 13, 1864. Reconnaissance from Pine Bluff, Ark.

Report of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., July 11, 1864 .9 a. m.

I made a reconnaissance down the river yesterday with 000 cavalry
and 400 infantry, and five pieces of the Sigel artillery, attached to

the cavalry regiment. Went fifteen miles down the river, at which

point I found Crawford s brigade in line of battle in a very strong-

position. As my intention was simply to reconnoiter I did not deem it

advisable to attack him. Kot knowing what re-enforcements he might
have in his rear, and my right flank and rear being very much exposed
to a flank movement on his part, I endeavored by concealing my main
force and showing but a small party in his front to draw him out of his

position, and if possible lead him on to my infantry, which was posted
under cover about seven miles in our rear. Failing in this, I sent for

my train and had it loaded with forage during the night; returned

early this morning. Fagan is at Douglass plantation, about fifteen

miles below where Crawford s brigade was yesterday. It is going to

be very difficult for us to forage much more down the river. The only
place that will be left for us will be upon the opposite side. I sent a

dispatch to General Steele in reference to the expiration of the term of
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service of three companies of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry. I have re
ceived no answer. Their terms have expired. There is no mustering
officer here. What shall be done with them j

? Please have the general
direct what field officers shall be mustered out with them.

POWELL CLAYTOX,
Colonel, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel GREEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Arkansas.

(Same to Capt. C. II. Dyer, assistant adjutant-general, District of
Little Rock.)

JULY 13-16, 1864. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Buck Island, in the

Mississippi River.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, II. S. Army, commanding District of Eastern

Arkansas.

No. 2. Capt. Rudolph Schoenemanu. Sixth Minnesota Infantry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Briy. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. *S
r

. Army, commanding
District of Eastern Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., July 16, 1864.

DEAR SIR: I learned that the enemy had crossed arms into Arkan
sas at Buck Island. I. sent a cavalry force to reconuoiter who have
returned. They report 1,500 rifles and a large quantity of cartridges
have been crossed and received by Shelby s men.
On the 14th artillery firing was heard for three hours on White River.

I expect the river is, or soon will be, blockaded.
On the 8th instant I wrote the inclosed letter, not knowing to whom

I could safely send it. You know the restrictions on military corre

spondence. I finally sent one copy to General Canby and one to General
Hitchcock, who is my warm personal friend, and who is in the Secre

tary of War s office. Please take two minutes to tell me what you think
of it.

Your friend,

X. B. BUFORD.
Major-General WASHBURN,

Commanding District of West Tennessee.

I Inclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., July 8, 1864.

Why do we continue to occupy the interior of Arkansas I What good
has arisen from the occupation &quot;I Have the meeting of the convention
and the Legislature at Little Rock restored the State to the Union i

What harm has resulted ? Has not the cost of maintaining the army in

the interior been vastly beyond what it would have been on the banks
of the Mississippi River I Have we not lost two gun-boats and several

transports 011 the Arkansas River and one gun-boat on White River i

Have we not lost three regiments, 700 wagons, 4,000 mules, 2,000 cav-
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airy horses, 6 pieces of artillery, and 1,000,000 cartridges in the inte

rior! Have we not established trade stores in the interior by which the

enemy has been supplied with a vast amount of goods, thus affording

opportunities for corrupt traders to supply the enemy with the means
of carrying on the war? Would not the maintenance of four fortified

positions on the river and a strict blockade, preventing the enemy from

getting supplies, have accomplished greater results with about one-

fourth the expenditure of men and means I I suggest the following
disposition of troops in Arkansas:

First. A post should be fortified opposite Memphis to maintain
dominion over the country and prevent the corrupt traders of Memphis
from introducing a dollar s worth of merchandise into the interior.

Second. Make Helena, which is partially fortified, the chief post and
remove the seat of government to it, and drive out every secession sym
pathizer from the triangle formed by the Mississippi and White Rivers,
and a line drawn from Devall s Bluff to Memphis; inaugurate the civil

government under the new constitution and laws and extend the area
as fast as possible. Third. A post should be fortified on the large island
between the mouths of White and Arkansas Rivers. It would require
but a small garrison if supported by two gun-boats to watch the enemy s

attempts to cross either river. Two thousand freedmen could be

employed on this island and be made self-supporting in cutting wood
for steam-boats. Fourth. I would recommend that the fourth post be
established near Columbia or Lakeport or in that vicinity, which would
communicate as directly with Camden and Shreveport as Little Rock
does with those places. T\\*o of the islands, (J3 and OG, in the river, are

safely garrisoned by single companies of troops and afford protection
for the wood-choppers, most of whom are freedmen. Other islands

might be occupied in the same way.
Would not the navigation of the Mississippi River be much less liable

to interruption by this distribution of the forces than by placing them
in the interior f Has the possession of Little Rock prevented in the
least degree the organization of the army of the rebels in the State?
Would not the withdrawal of the droops from the interior to the banks
of the Mississippi enable the fortified places to communicate with each
other every twenty-four hours, and thus make the dominion of the river

complete ?

The season is approaching when the Arkansas and White Rivers
become unnavigable. The, maintenance of the overland communication
from Helena to Little Rock requires the crossing of Big Creek, White,
and Arkansas, and innumerable small streams and cypress swamps.

ISo. 2.

Report of Capt. Rudolph tichoenemann, tiixth Minnesota Infantry.

CAMP BUFORD, Xear Helena. Ark., July 1C&amp;gt;,
1864.

GENERAL,: Having received verbal orders from you to procure all

the information practicable concerning certain Confederate forces al

leged to have crossed the Mississippi River at or near Buck Island, I

left this town on the evening of the 1,ith instant, on the steamer Dove,
accompanying a force composed of Companies E and F, of the Sixth
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, and of the Fifteenth Illinois Cav-



CHAP. LIII.] AFFAIR AT LINDLEY, MO. 71

airy. Of the proceedings of the expedition whilst under my command I

have herewith the honor to make the following report:

Early in the morning of the 14th the cavalry disembarked at Doctor
Peterson s place on this side of the river and 1 assumed command of the

remaining force and continued up the river as far as Buck Island. The
island was examined and also both banks of the river in its neighbor
hood and immediately below. I was informed by residents on the Ten
nessee shore that twelve wagon-loads of arms and ammunition were fer

ried across the river to the opposite shore, from Wednesday morning to

Saturday night of the preceding week, and that said train was protected
by about seventy cavalry, under command of Captain Graham. On the
west bank additional information was received that there was a force
on that side amounting to 500 to 1,000 men, as variously estimated by
the inhabitants spoken with by me, under command of Colonel McGill,
to supply which force the ammunition was taken over. They said that
the stores were ferried over in small boats, subsequently destroyed by a

gun-boat from Memphis, and that, in order to keep the crossing as
secret as possible, the rebels had strict orders not to tire upon any of
the steam-boats passing up and down the river. I found on the Arkan
sas side some empty ammunition-boxes (of TJ. S. manufacture), which
from the marks had contained No. .58 elongated and No. .09 round ball

cartridges. Also, below Buck Island, on the eastern shore, in search

ing for arms I found an old rifle and ammunition bag with C. S. belt,
and a butcher knife, in possession of a man named Bennett, all of which
articles were delivered to your office.

1 remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ^K. SCHOENEMANN,

Company E, Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry.

Brig. Gen. N. B. BUFORD,
Comdg. District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark.

JULY 14, 1864. Skirmish near Bloomfield, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. John T. Burr-is. Tenth Kansas Infantry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, July 15, 1864.

Skirmishing occurred yesterday evening near Bloorntield between
a detachment of Second Cavalry Missouri State Militia and of the En
rolled Militia on one side and a band of bushwhackers on the other.

One man of the Enrolled Militia was killed, and 1 of the Second Cav
alry Missouri State Militia slightly wounded. They wounded 1 mor
tally, and slightly wounded 2 others, and captured 3 splendid horses
and horse equipments.

JOHN T. BUKRIS,
Lieutenant- Colonel.

Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING.

JULY 15, 1864. Affair at Lindley, Grundy County, Mo.

Report of Maj. Rezin A. De Bolt.

TRENTON, Mo., July 18, 1864.

DEAR SIR : On the morning of the 15th instant a party of bushwhack
ers, numbering twenty-seven, came into the little town of Liudley, in
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this county, and robbed the citizens of money, horses, guns, and pistols.

They were pursued by Oapt. E. L. Winters with what men he could

hastily collect, and overtaken some eight miles from the place robbed.
A fight ensued, in which 5 of Captain Winters men were w.ounded.
The bushwhackers again fled. The captain overhauled them again in

the afternoon and fought them, in which he had 1 man killed and 1

mortally wounded. The bushwhackers were all well armed, with from
two to four revolvers and one and two shotguns each. Our men were
but poorly armed and were scarce of ammunition. How long, oh, how
long must we suffer with these fiends in human shape? If the loyal
Enrolled Missouri Militia were armed they would soon stop this bush
whacking. Why this is not done 1 cannot imagine. We need help,
and we look to those in power to furnish it, and if aid is not furnished
soon I fear the loyal men will take the matter in their own hands. Then,
I fear, they would violate the orders of Provost-Marshal Mcllwrath,
who, I fear, is not thoroughly loyal to the core; at least, he acts very
favorable to rebels, as I am informed.

Hoping that aid to loyal men will soon be furnished,
I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. A. DE BOLT,
Chairman of County Com. of Safety for Gnindy County, Mo.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,
. Saint Joseph, Mo.

JULY 17-18, 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison s Ford, near

Clinton, La.

Report of Col. John G. Fonda, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois

Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Nineteenth

Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION,
Baton Rou(/e, July 19, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the
17th instant 1 left camp with 400 men and proceeded toward the Comite
River by the Greenwell Springs road. I crossed the Comite at Roberts
Ford. At about one mile beyond the ford my advance met a wagon
loaded with cotton and guarded by a rebel soldier, who was shot in

attempting to escape. The cotton was sent to camp. I moved on from
this place to Burlington on the A mite River, where a party that I had
sent to a ferry captured 4 men who were floating cotton down the river.

From here I continued on in the direction of Clinton to near Davison s

Ford. In order to deceive the inhabitants with regard to my move
ments, I turned back from this point and camped at Burlington. At
daylight I sent a force of about seventy men to Davisoirs Ford, and
two hours after I put another party over the river at Burlington to

co-operate with the first party, which had orders to come down on the
east side of the river. At 11.30 a. in. both parties returned to Burling
ton. They had encountered a small rebel force and killed 1 and cap
tured 5. As soon as this party could be ferried across the river I

started for camp, where 1 arrived at 5.30 p. in. yesterday. On my way
in I learned that a quantity of cotton was deposited at the house of
one Graham, and that it was a part of the same lot which I found the
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night before guarded by a rebel soldier. I brought five bales of it iu,

which, with eight bales sent in before, has been turned over to the post
quartermaster. The parties taken with the cotton at Burlington
proved to be persons who had taken the oath of allegiance to the
United States, and by direction of the provost-marshal were set at

liberty and their cotton restored to them. Two rebels have been killed,
7 prisoners and 10 horses captured. Two of my men were wounded.

With much respect, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. FONDA.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Capt. GEORGE W. STEIN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

ADDENDA.

HDQRS. U. S. FORCES, DISTRICT OF BATON ROUGE,
Baton Rou.jc. La., August 6, 1864.

Capt. J. SCHUYLER CROSBY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General:

I am in receipt of your communication in relation to the cotton cap
tured by Colonel Fonda, and m reply would most respectfully state that
Colonel Fonda turned over the cotton referred to iu his report to Capt.
B. F. Porter, post assistant quartermaster, subject to my orders; since
then I have ordered the cotton to be turned over to Mr. Hyde, treasury
agent. The provost-marshal had never anything to do with it, one
way or the other.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
W. P. BENTON,

Brigadier- Gen era I, Commanding.

JULY 17-28, 1864. Scout on the South Platte River, Colo. Ter.

Report of Capt. George L. 8anboi n. First Colorado Cavalry.

CAMP SANBORN, COLO. TER., July 28, 1864.

SIB : I have the honor herewith to send you a report of the move
ments of my command during the past twelve days:
On the 17th of this month some Indians attempted to steal some

horses from emigrants who were camped near this place. I immedi
ately detailed twenty men to go in pursuit of them. When about ready
to start a messenger arrived from Bijou Ranch with the intelligence
that Indians were committing depredations at that place. Ordered
Lieutenant Chase to take twenty men and go to that place, find their

trail, and follow them. I took the first detail out myself, and although
we traveled very fast, could not succeed in overtaking them. Returned
to Camp Robbius, and next day, taking four days rations, I started
with forty men for headwaters of Bijou and Beaver Creeks, with the
intention of intercepting the Indians on their way to Republican, but
failed to find any, so went down Beaver Creek to Platte, and thence to

Junction Ranch, where I found Lieutenant Chase with his command.
Iu the meantime, Lieutenant Chase, with his command of twenty men,
proceeded to Bijou Ranch, where he found that &quot;2, men had been killed

and 1 wounded and considerable stock stolen. From there he went to
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Junction Station, where lie found that all of the stage company s stock,

together with head of emigrants stock, had been stolen. From there
he went to Junction Ranch, where he found that the Indians had stolen
all of Mr. Reynolds stock, amounting to 50 or 00 head. From there to

Murray s, where all of the stock, cattle, and horses, had been driven off.

He reached Murray s at daybreak on the morning of the. 18th. From
there he went into the bluffs, found the trail, followed it, overtook 1

the
Indians camped on Beaver Creek, about twenty-five miles from Murray s,

at 10 a. m. July 18. He recovered the stock 125 head. There were
but live Indians with the stock, and of these he succeeded in wounding
2; but owing to the fact that the horses were nearly tired out with the

previous sixteen hours hard traveling, he was unable to overtake them,
they being mounted on good horses. He returned to Junction Ranch,
where 1 found him. From that place I started with forty men and
scouted through the country south of Platte and east of Beaver Creek,
but failed to rind Indians. Xumber of Indians, as estimated by Lieu
tenant Chase and Mr. Granville Ashcraft (the guide), 150; number of

emigrants killed, 5; wounded, 1. Finding that the Indians had left

the river I returned to this camp.
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,

GEO. L. SANBORN,
Captain, First Cavalry of Colorado.

Col. J. M. CHIVINOTON.

JULY 18-21, 1864. Scout in Shannon County, Mo.

Report of Capt. Levi E. Whybark. Fifth Missouri Mate Militia Carairy.

HDQRS. DETACH. FIFTH CAV. MISSOURI STATE MILITIA.

Salem, J/o., July 2X, 1864.

SIR: I just returned from down in Shannon County. I started Mon
day night with sixty men to capture some bushwhackers reported to be
on Rock Creek, about sixty-rive miles from Salem, or at what is known
as the Hay Hollow, in the southeast corner of Shannon County, where
they were herding their stolen horses. I traveled .ill night Monday
night. Tuesday 1 got to the place about 2 o clock, but they had left a
few days previous with their stock. They left some eight young horses
which they could not get off with, which we brought in. They were
stolen from Union men in this county, which I gave to them. I then

camped and scouted around there until morning. Found no rebels, but

plenty of signs. Wednesday morning I divided mymen in three squads ;

sent one squad up Jack s Fork and Current* and Gladden Valley, under
Sergeant Keff; one squad up Current to the mouth of Big Sinking, then

up it to the head, under Lieutenant Ringer. I and Lieutenant Fisher
took the other squad, coming iip Brushy Creek and then Big Creek to

the head. I camped Wednesday night on head of Big Creek. There
I heard fourteen rebels had passed up the evening before. We camped
in a meadow. About 1 o clock some dozen or so came on us. Would
not make themselves known. We fired a few rouuds into them and
they scattered in every direction, leaving four horses and equipments,
and their arms. The brush was so thick and it dark we did not kill any.
Next morning, Thursday, I -followed on the divide in the southeast
corner of Bent County, some twenty-rive miies from Salem. There I
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came across some twenty of the Third Missouri State Militia from Cen-

treville. They were dressed every way; some with citizen hats and in

their shirt-sleeves. I took them to be bushwhackers; did not tire on
them. They discovered us and halted. We called on them. They soon

saw we were Federals, as we were all in full uniform. I formed within

thirty yards of them before they discovered me. I halted and made one

advance; found they were all right. They were under command of a

lieutenant, and had sent ten men on Big Creek and they were the ones

we tired on. 1 turned over the horses and equipments to him. as they
were his company. So it all was a mistake, but was in the fault of the

commander of the squad, as they could know who we were. The best

and reliable information of Freeman is he was on Ash Flat himself.

One hundred of his men were on the Warm Fork of Spring Kiver; the

rest of his command on the North Fork of White iliver. Shelby is

with Marmaduke. Freeman s is the only force E could hear of, and Mc-

Cray was some place close to Batesville, and had some men on Seven
Point conscripting. There is no large force near the line that I could

hear of, though the women told us Shelby was in that county with

10,000 men, in order to get us away, but all stuff. Plenty bushwhack
ers on Jack s Fork. The citizens tjjat live there say there are more
in that county now than has been since the war. Fine crops of corn
on Current Kiver and Jack s Fork. Most of the men have -been at

home and made their crops and now all gone off with Freeman. I will

endeavor to keep you posted in regard to any rebel force.

Respectfully,
L. E. WHYBAKK,

Captain, Commanding Detachment.
Colonel SIGEI+.

JULY 18-23, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes

near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st).

Xo. 1. Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn. U. S. Army, commanding District of Southwest

Missouri.

No. 2. Col. John D. Allen. Seventh Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Xo. 3. Capt. James L. Powell. Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

No. 1.

Report of fir iff. Gen. John /&amp;gt;. Sanborn, C. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of South tcest Missouri.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., July 29, 1864.

A portion of Captain Turner s company, stationed at Hartsville,

attacked twenty-live bushwhackers going north last week and killed

(i of them and captured all of their horse equipments. Captain
Sallee s company in Douglass attacked a baud of about thirty the first

of the week and killed 14 of them and captured some horses. Captain
Kohrer killed 4 bushwhackers on Cane Creek the first of the week, and
the troops at Neosho and Carthage have killed 4 during the week.

Colonel Pickler and 6 of his men were killed by a detachment of the

First Arkansas in Benton County last week. Brown s forces and Pick-

ler s then moved north to Baxter Springs, and about sixty of their men
came into the vicinity of Carthage and attacked about nineteen of the

Enrolled Missouri Militia while herding their horses, and the militia
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being surprised lost 6 men killed and 11 were taken.prisoners, and after

ward released. Everything- is quiet except these incursions on the
extreme borders of the district. Shelby s headquarters were below

Jacksonport five days ago.
JOHN B. SANBORN,

Brigadier-General , Commanding-
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

A 1) D EX D A.

Itinerary of the District of Southwest Missouri, commanded by Brig.
Gen. John B. tianborn, U. S. Army.*

Capt. James L. Powell, Second Arkansas Cavalry, commanding-
detachment of twenty-five men same regiment, made a scout in the
direction of Maysville, Ark.; came in contact with a small band of

guerrillas; killed 2 and wounded 1 of them; casualties to the detach

ment, 1 man missing; returned 23d instant.

July 21. One officer and 5 men of Enrolled Missouri Militia killed in

a skirmish with guerrillas near Carthage, Mo. Numbers of bush
whackers have been killed by the Seventh Provisional Enrolled Mis
souri Militia during the month. Companies B, C, D, and H, Seventh
Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, mustered into the United States
service for twenty months, as per Special Orders, No. 160, current series,

Department of the Missouri. These companies muster from 82 to 100
men each. The district has been remarkably quiet during the month,
except the eastern and western portions, which have been disturbed to

some extent by bands of guerrillas. The duty of the troops has been

escorting trains, and scouting and garrisoning the several posts and
stations.

Report of Col. John D. Allen, Seventh Provisional Regiment Enrolled
Misso K r i Mi I itia .

HDQRS. TTH PROV. REG-T. ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA,
Mount Venion, Mo.. July 21, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : From information received from below, which 1 think

reliable, there are about 400 rebels at Baxter Springs. There were
about 125, under command of Captain Rusk, attacked Lieutenant Henry
(of Captain Stevenson s company of militia) with twenty-five men with
in 300 yards of Carthage while he was out grazing his stock. They
killed Lieutenant Henry with 8 of his men on the ground and several
others are missing, no doubt killed. The rebels were too strong for the

company at Carthage, and they did not come out of the fort. I imme
diately sent thirty men from Cave Spring to re-enforce Carthage, and on

yesterday morning sent Captain Roberts with twenty men to Cave
Spring, and to scout the country; there is a force of rebels in that

country, no doubt. I have not men enough to send out against any
thing of a large force and hold the posts. Captain Sutherland will get
to Carthage about to-morrow evening; that will relieve the post con

siderably. If I had men enough I would take a scout in the vicinity of

Baxter Springs. There should be a scout of about 200 or 300 men sent

* From monthly return.
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in there to be of anjf effect. The rebels have no doubt concentrated at
Baxter Springs. I would be glad if you would send me about 200 men
immediately, and, with what men I can get, will clean out that country.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN D. ALLEX,

Colonel, Commanding.
Lieut. W. 1). HUBBARD.

Report of dipt. Jama* L. PoirclL Second Arkansas Cavalry (L nion).

CAMP PHELPS.
Near Cassville, Mo., July 22, 1864.

COLONEL : In obedience to Special Orders, Xo. 30, dated headquarters
Post Cassville, July 18, 1864, in charge of a detachment of twenty-five
men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry as escort to Lieutenant Burns,
First Arkansas Infantry, I proceeded to Fayetteville, Ark., being re-en
forced by a detachment of eighteen men of the First Arkansas Cavalry.
1 left Fayetteville on the 20th instant and inarched twenty-two miles
in the direction of Maysville, Ark., via Brown s Mills, thence east nine

miles, where I encountered about nine rebels, whom I dispersed, killing
2 and wounding 1, who made his escape. [ then halted and fed with
the intention of giving my horses and men some rest. But at about 9
o clock I learned that a large force of rebels were advancing upon my
camp with the intention of surprising me. Satisfied that their force

was largely superior to mine. I did not deem it prudent to wait there
until daylight, f. accordingly cautiously withdrew my men and re

tired, reaching Cassville, Mo., July 22. 18G4, without loss or injury to

my command, except one man missing, whom 1 suspect went to the

enemy.
I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES L. POWELL,
Captain Company F, Second Arkansas Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. HUGH CAMERON,
Commanding Post of Cassville.

JULY 18-AUGUST 6, 1864. Operations in Southeast Missouri and North
eastern Arkansas, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28), at Osceola,

Ark. (August 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (August 4).

REPORTS, TGTC.

No. 1. Itinerary of the District of Saint Louis, commanded by Brig. Gen. Thomas

Ewing, jr., U. S. Army.
No. 2. Lieut. Col. John T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Infantry.

Itinerary of the District of 8aint Louis, commanded by Brig. Gen. Thomas

Ewing, jr., U. S. Army*

Lieut. Col. J. T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Volunteers, in command of

about 500 troops, returned on the 7th instant from an expedition down

* From monthly return.
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into Arkansas, having been out seventeen days; had a brisk fight at

Osceola, Ark., with Bowen s and McVeigh s companies, of Shelby s

command, capturing their camps ;
killed 7 ; took 25 prisoners (Confed

erates), including Captain Bowen.
August 4. Fought the Second Missouri Confederate Cavalry under

Conyers and Guthrie, also Darnelle s guerrillas, all under the rebel Col
onel Cowen, routing them completely, killing and mortally wounding
about 30; slightly wounding between 30 and 40, and took 28 prisoners.
Our loss, Captain Francis, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry, killed,

and 2 slightly wounded. Result of the expedition : 50 killed, including
1 captain, 3 lieutenants; wounded, 40; took 57 prisoners, 2 captains,
200 stand of small-arms, and 200 horses and mules.

Report* of Lieut. Col. John T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND SUB-DISTRICT,
In the Field, Neic Madrid, Mo., July 21, 1864.

SIR ; I have the honor to report that the north half of this county
and south half of Mississippi County have been very thoroughly
scouted during the last week by parties from this post, commanded
respectively by Captains Preuitt, Edwards, ami Vincent, and Lieuten
ants Burnett, Ralph, and Hodges. No considerable force of guerrillas
have been found or heard of in this region, but several small parties
whose principal business seemed to be stealing horses and secreting
them in the swamps and herding them in the caneries preparatory to

their transfer to the rebels southwest have been surprised and routed
and their horses captured. The scouting party under Captain Edwards,
which left here on the night of the 18th instant, returned last evening,
having killed 2 bushwhackers near James Bayou, in Mississippi County,
and captured and brought in a lot of horses which they were herding
in the canebrake of that vicinity. The party under Lieutenant Burnett
were kindly furnished transportation on board the guu-boat Huntress,
No. 58, by its gentlemanly and patriotic; commander, Captain Dennis.
Lieutenant Burnett landed with his detachment on Island No. 8 on the
18th instant, and moved down the island on foot. He came upon a
herd of ^lorses, most of which had been stolen or forcibly taken by
guerrillas on this side, and swam across onto the island, where three
members of the bushwhacking fraternity were guarding them. The
bushwhackers escaped, but 18 horses were captured. In the evening
the detachment with the horses captured re-embarked on board the

gun-boat near the foot of the island and arrived here the same night.
The aggregate result of the several movements is 2 bushwhackers
killed and 42 horses and mules captured and turned over to the quarter
master here.

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN T. BUKK1S,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Sub-District.

Brig. Gen. THOMAS Ewraa, Jr.,

Commanding Saint Louis District, Saint Louis, Mo.
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MADRID, Mo., August 7, 1864.

Have been out seventeen days with a battalion of the Second Cav
alry Missouri State Militia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller; detach
ments of the Second and Third, under Major Wilson, and of the
First and Sixth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, under Captain Preuitt.
Have skirmished with guerrillas and bushwhackers in Mississippi,
Stoddard, Xew Madrid, Peraiscot, and Dunklin Counties, Mo., and
Greene and Mississippi Counties, Ark., killing considerable numbers of
them. Had quite a brisk running tight at Osceola, Ark., on the 2d
instant, with Bowen s and McVeigh s companies, of Shelby s command.
We captured their camp, killed 7, and took 25 prisoners, including Cap
tain Bowen, their commander. On the 4th, at Elk Chute, we fought the
Second Missouri (rebel) Cavalry and Conyers , Guthrie s. and Danielle s

bands of guerrillas, all under command of Colonel Cowen. We routed
them completely, killed and mortally wounded about 30, slightly
wounded (who escaped in the swamps as I am informed by prisoners
subsequently captured) between 30 and 40, and took 28 prisoners. We
lost Captain Francis, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia, mortally
wounded, and 2 others slightly wounded. We have killed in all full 50
rebel soldiers and bushwhackers, including 1 captain, 3 lieutenants;
wounded between 30 and 40 that we know of, and took prisoners 57,

including 2 captains. We also captured full 200 stand of arms and
over 200 horses and mules.

JOHX T. BURE1S,
Lieutenant- Colonel. Commanding Expedition.

Brigadier-General EWING.

HDQRS. SECOND SUB-DISTRICT, SAINT Louis DISTRICT,
Cape Girardeau, J/o., Auynst &amp;lt;9,

1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 21st of July I moved
from ]STew Madrid, Mo., with a battalion of the Second Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller, and a detachment
of the First Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, commanded by Captain
Preuitt. From the 21st to the 26th we were engaged in scouting the
counties of Xew Madrid, Mississippi, and Stoddard. We routed sev
eral parties of bushwhackers during the time, killed 4 of their number,
burned a distillery and a grocery at which they were accustomed to

meet, and captured some arms and horses. Being joined atBloomneld
by Major Wilson^ with a battalion of the Third Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, and a squadron of the Sixth Cavalry Missouri Volun
teers, we moved on different roads, in a southwesterly direction; crossed
the Saint Francis River just below Chalk Bluff, and arrived at Scatter-

ville, Ark., on the evening of the 28th. There we routed a rebel recruit

ing party, under Colonel Clark, and had a skirmish with Bolin s guer
rillas. We killed 1 rebel lieutenant, took Captain Liueback prisoner,

captured some arms and horses, and burned the houses, under cover
of which the guerrillas had fired on my command. No casualties on
our side, except the wounding of E. T. Jenkins, chief scout. On the
29th we moved to Brown s Ferry. On the 30th marched south through
Clarkson and Kennett. On the 31st passed through Horuersville. On
the 1st of August we marched through the swamps and along Big
Lake, in a southerly direction. During the day we surprised a party
of bushwhackers and thieves; captured some arms: recaptured some

negroes and horses previously stolen by these marauders, and burned
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five of their houses. On the 2d we marched through an almost contin
uous swamp for about twenty miles

;
struck the settlement near Osce-

ola, Ark., late in the afternoon; soon after came upon a rebel picket,
who, after tiring, retreated. My advance, under command of Captain
Preuitt, pursued, the whole command following up closely until we
came upon a main rebel force of that vicinity, under Captains Bowen
and McVeigh, when a general charge was made. The rebels Hod. A
running fight ensued, which was kept up for several miles until the

enemy s forces were scattered in every direction. We killed 7, includ

ing a lieutenant, and took 25 prisoners, including Captain Bowen.
We also captured a considerable number of arms and horses. No cas

ualty on our side. August 3, marched north to the Chicasawba Set

tlement, crossed Pemiscot Bayou, and encamped in Cowskin Settlement.

During the afternoon a scouting party, under Captain Edwards, sur

prised a party of the enemy and killed 2 of them, capturing their arms
and horses. The same evening a foraging party killed 1 of Gonyers
bushwhackers. August 4, marched at daylight. Soon came upon a
rebel picket commanded by Lieutenant Hedges. The rebels fled, and
were pursued by Lieutenant Hiller, commanding my advance guard,
and Sergeant Wright s party of scouts. After a chase of two miles,

Hedges was overtaken and killed. His men escaped. We pursued
the enemy six miles across Dogskin Swamp, when we found him in line

of battle in -a dense forest, two miles south of Elk Chute, in Pemiscot
County, Mo. I immediately formed my battalions in line and attacked
him. Our first volley partially broke the rebel line, when 1 ordered a
c/ large, which was made with spirit. The whole rebel force fell back
in confusion. A running fight wa^s kept up for two miles, through the

swamp, among the trees, and over logs. The enemy several times suc
ceeded in partially reforming their lines, but each time only to be
driven back in greater confusion. The last effort of Colonel Erwin, the
rebel commander, to rally his forces was within about 200 yards of the

Chute; but the impetuosity of the charge of my battalions on their
lines, the deadly fire poured into their ranks, and the exultant shouts
of my pursuing forces were more than they could stand. They again
fled precipitately, many of them rushing, panic-stricken, into the stream,
some attempting to swim their horses across, others abandoning their
horses and everything else, and seeking to save themselves by swim
ming, while the rebel colonel, with a portion of his terrified followers,
suddenly turned to the right, and, scattering, soon hid themselves
in the dense forest and almost impenetrable swamps of that region.
Our only loss in this engagement was Captain Francis, of the Third

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, mortally wounded, and 2 enlisted men
slightly wounded. The rebel loss was 30 killed, G mortally wounded,
who fell into our hands, about 40 less severely wounded, who
escaped, and 28 prisoners. Among the killed was a captain, and
with the prisoners a lieutenant. On the morning of the 5th I had scout

ing parties out in every direction. They killed 2 guerrillas and took 2
of Erwin s men prisoners. On the same day marched to Gayoso, and
on the Hth reached New Madrid without anything further of interest

occurring. We killed in all 47, including 1 captain and 3 lieutenants,

mortally wounded 6, not mortally about 40, and took prisoners 57, in

cluding 2 captains and 1 lieutenant. We captured upward of 200
stand of arms, including shotguns and cwmmoii rifles, most of which,
however, we were compelled to destroy for want of transportation. We
captured, brought in, and turned over to the quartermaster 230 horses
and mules. We also emancipated and brought with us near 20 colored
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persons who were being held as slaves by rebel masters in Arkansas.

Having started out without transportation of any kind, and almost
without subsistence, both men and animals subsisted oft the enemy.
We have, I think, pretty effectually cleared out the guerrillas and pun
ished their accomplices in the Second Sub-District, and seriously
checked the operations of the raiders and recruiting parties from

Shelby s command in Southeast Missouri and the adjoining
1

counties of
Arkansas.

It affords me pleasure to report, in conclusion, that the officers and
enlisted men of my command, with scarcely an exception, behaved them
selves throughout in the most gallant and soldierly manner. And in

this connection justice compels me to mention especially Sergt. John
K. Wright, Company G, First Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, whom J

earnestly recommend to the proper authorities for promotion.
I remain, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,

JOHN T. BURRIS,
Lieut. Col. Tenth Kansas Vols., Commanding Expedition.

Brig-. Gen. THOMAS EWING, Jr.,

Commanding Saint Louis District, Saint Louis. Mo.

JULY 18-AUGUST 7, 1864. Expedition to the Final Mountains, Ariz. Ter.

Report of ^[aj. Thomas J. Blakeney, First California Cavalry.

FORT GOODWIN, ARIZ. TER., August 8, iSdl.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the

operations of my command, consisting of Company E, Fifth Infantry
California Volunteers, Captain Harrover; Company 1, First Infantry
Xew Mexico Volunteers, Captain Simpson, and detachment of Com
pany E, First Cavalry California Volunteers, under Captain Wellman,
since leaving this post, pursuant to Special Orders, Xo. 10t&amp;gt;, headquar
ters Apache Expedition, at 4 p. in. on the l.Sth of July:

First day, July IS. The direction of march was west of north (the
various camps, directions of march, courses of rivers, prominent peaks
and mountains are indicated on the accompanying map,* which is re

spectfully submitted as a part of this report) to the Gila River, which
was reached an hour before sunset; distance, three miles; road for the

first mile sandy and heavy. At this point we halted until sundown,
when we marched nine miles and made camp at midnight. Road fair;

direction a little north of west. Grass, wood, and water convenient

and plenty.
Second day, July 10. Broke camp at sunset. Marched ten miles.

Direction slightly north of west. Road rough and heavy. Compelled
to haul the wagons across several arroyos by hand. Made camp at

midnight 500 yards from the river-bank. Wood plenty. Grass of

superior quality, enough for one day.
Third day, July 20. Broke camp at sunset. Marched two miles and

a half, direction northwest; the night being very dark, halted until

daybreak.
Fourth day, July 21. I moved to a more sheltered camp one mile

below. Broke cam]) again at sunset. Marched three miles in a north

westerly direction to a well-covered camp. Grass, wood, and water

abundant.

Not found as au. inclosure.

G R R VOL XLI, i T I
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Fifth day, July 22. Captain Thayer encamped his command half a
mile below me to-day. Sent out scouts to the north, west, and south to

examine the country for Indian signs and prospect for a road across to

the San Carlos. At 5 p. in. took up the line of march, the troops hav

ing three days rations in their haversacks, across the peninsula formed

by the great bend to the southward of the Rio Gila, a few miles east of
where the Rio San Carlos empties into that stream, leaving; Lieutenant
Stockwell with guide and thirty men in charge of train, with instruc

tions to bring it through to the point indicated in orders as the site for

the depot by the most direct practicable route and with as little delay
as possible.

Sixth clay, July 23. Reached Camp Rigg, on the San Carlos, at 2

a. m., having marched e ;

ght miles in a direction north of west until we
reached that stream, then eight miles in a northerly direction. Imme
diately after making camp sent scouts up the valley to the corn-fields

to ascertain whether or not Indians were about. These scouts returned,

reporting finding no indications of Indians having visited the valley
since the destruction of their crops by Captain Thayer.

Seventh day, July 24. At 1 a. in. started out with detachment of

fifteen men of Company E, First Cavalry California Volunteers, under

Captain Wellmaii, and eleven men of Company E, Fifth Infantry Cali

fornia Volunteers, under Captain Ilarrover, all supplied with three

days cooked rations in haversacks, to surprise and attack a camp of

Indians said to be at a spring ten miles west of the depot. Reached the

spot an hour before daylight, but the Indians had been gone at least

two weeks. Returned to camp by noon to await the arrival of the train

with supplies with which to make scout to Final Creek. Sent express
back to meet the train and ascertain the cause of its delay. Express
returned at 10 p. m. and reported the train in camp on the San Carlos

eight miles below Camp Rigg.
Eighth day, July 25. Train arrived at 10 a. m. Sent five non

commissioned officers and twenty-five privates to the corn-fields to

gather and bundle up the corn fodder preparatory to hauling it into

camp for the animals when corraled at night; also sent five cavalrymen
to scout down the stream for corn-fields. This party reported one field

of corn about one acre in extent. It also had been visited and cut by Cap
tain Thayer s command. Ordered rations for a sixteen days scout put
up, three days ofwhich to be cooked and carried by the men in their hav
ersacks, the remainder to be packed on mules. Built corral for the

safety of the herd. Had a load of corn fodder hauled into camp.
Ninth day, July 26. Detachments from each of the companies were

detailed to remain at Camp Rigg under command of Captain Wellman,
who being sick was ordered to remain behind. Captain Simpson hav
ing applied for permission to accompany the scout was allowed to do
so. At 4 p. m. left camp and marched to Jaycox s Spring, direction

west; distance, eight miles. Made camp here at p. m. Gave orders
that no fires should be made until after we had reached the rancheria,
on Final Creek, which I expected to accomplish before daylight on the
28th.

Tenth day, July 27. Remained in camp at Jaycox s Spring, which is

nothing but a tank of rain water, supply very limited, until 5 p. m.,
when we took up the line of inarch for Final Creek, expecting to reach
that stream in eight hours march, so as to make our dispositions to

attack the rancheria at daybreak. Before leaving Jaycox s Spring I

placed Lieutenant Maun, with a detachment, in charge of the pack
train, with orders to take the train by another trail, not so direct, but
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where he could find water in about twelve or fifteen miles, and
come on into Final Creek with it the next day. The night was
very dark and the trail difficult to follow. The guide, Mr. Jaycox
having- lost it several times, determined to take the direction and follow
it without reference to the trail. At about 12 p. m., it being so dark
.we could scarcely see one another, we came upon a temporary camp of
Indians situated in a deep ravine in the dividing ridge between the
waters of Final and Mineral Creeks. They at once commenced making
signals of danger; as the sequel shows, started an express immediately
to their people on Final Creek. After having been discovered by thLs

party, L determined that nothing would do but to go straight through
to the settlement with the hope of getting there before the Indian mes
sengers would, so as to inform them of our coming. We inarched all

night, and daybreak the next morning found us coming down into the
Eastern Fork of Final Creek. - At about sunrise we found water in

tanks, which served much to refresh our men and animals, who were
much worn by a heavy march over a rough and rocky country in the
darkness of night and without a trail to follow. After having found
this water I should have made camp and deferred my attack until the
next day, wrere it not that our suspicions as to an Indian messenger
having preceded us to the Campoodie to inform them of our approach,
were confirmed by the discovery of the fresh tracks of two Apaches
who were ahead of us not more than half an hour, and the assurance
of the guide that the rancheria was only about three miles distance.
Marched until 8.30 a. m. eleventh day, July 28, when, the men being
literally worn out with fatigue, we halted for two hours, when we
again proceeded down the creek and struck the upper spring at 12 m.
No sooner had we reached this point than the Indians discovered
and began yelling at us from the very tops of the high, rocky ridges
bordering the creek. I ordered the cavalry, under Lieutenant Stock-
well, to charge upon a little group of wickey-ups for the purpose
of ascertaining if the Indians had been apprised of our coming in
time to remove all their effects. Lieutenant Stockwell reported every
thing removed from these shanties. I then continued my march
without paying any apparent attention to the Indians, who were
entirely out of my reach, until I arrived at the old camping-ground
of Colonel Woolsey s party, distance from Jayeox s Spring thirty
miles. Here I halted and sent the infantry forward, under com
mand of Captain Harrover, to the lower rancheria, with instruc
tions to take possession of any property he might find there. Upon
Captain Handover s reaching the vicinity of this rancheria a white flag
was hoisted by the Indians, and also one by Captain Harrover. The
Indians at this point were also on the very tops of the rocky cliffs which
overhang the valley. Very soon three Indians came down with a flag
and expressed a desire to have a talk. One of them, a squaw, was
brought to my quarters. I told her that I could not talk with every
Indian individually. I wanted to talk to the whole tribe together with
their chief. She went away pleased, and said she would bring the
chief into my camp, and he would have all the tribe come in and they
would give themselves up, as they did not want to fight with the whites.
Six Indians were in camp, one or two at a time, during the day. They
all expressed a desire to surrender, and said that they were aware that

campaigns were being made against them from all sides.

Twelfth day, July 29. Lieutenant Mann, arrived with pack train.

Nine Indians altogether in camp to-day. Two or three the most that
were in at any one time. Captain Harrover reported to uie that Lieu-
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tenant Mann had shown symptoms of insanity; imagined that he was
followed by an Indian through camp, and that Mr. Parker, the guide,
wanted to kill him. A young Indian came into camp this p. m.
and said he wanted to live with us; said he wanted to be a white man,
to have a hat, and boots, and clothes; said he had neither father nor
mother, and that he wanted to go with us. He was about fourteen-

years of age and had a smart, intelligent look for an Indian. I allowed
him to remain in camp and gave him all he wanted to eat. He seemed
much pleased, but was not satisfied until I assured him that he should

go with us when we left and stay with us while we remained there.

To-night Lieutenant Mann was wandering through camp perfectly wild,
and I was compelled to put him under guard for fear he might do some
injury either to himself or some one else.

Thirteenth day, July 30. Altogether about twenty Indians in camp
to-day, six at one time. Ilad an interview with me. I think one of the
number was the Chief Crooked Foot. He said he had just come from
the east; that soldiers were hunting the Indians there; that they were

being hunted from all sides
;
that they would be compelled to submit

sooner or later, and that he was going to advise all to come in at once
and give themselves up while they could save something. He said, as
an evidence that the Indians living on Final Creek were not thieves,

they had neither cattle nor mules; that they never had stolen stock.

He said the fact of there being no bones scattered about their homes
was evidence. He said he would bring all in with their families the
next day to give themselves up. They all expressed their satisfaction

at the assurances which I gave them that they would not be harmed,
but provided for if they gave themselves up.

Fourteenth day, July 31. The Indians continue to come into camp
in about the same numbers as on the preceding days. This a. m. an
old squaw came into camp and said the boy who was staying with me
was her boy, and she wanted him to go with her. I asked the lad if

he wanted to go and he answered no. The squaw then wanted a

present for him. I asked the boy if I should give her a present for

him. He said that she was nothing to him; that he did not wish me
to give her anything on his account. I then told the squaw that the

boy was with me of his own choice. If he wanted to leave he could
do so; that I did not propose making a slave of him, but expected to

take good care of him and give him clothes and everything necessary
for his comfort. I told her, furthermore, that when the Indians all

came in and gave themselves up she should have a present similar to

that given the remainder of the tribe. She left me dissatisfied. About
noon or a little after the boy went down to the corn-field for the pur
pose of bringing up some corn, and three Indians who were there-

kidnapped him and carried him off. As soon as I ascertained this I

seized on six Indians who were in camp at the time, telling them that
I should hold them as hostages for the safe return of the boy. At the
same time I sent one Indian out to look him up and bring him into

camp. This Indian returned in about an hour with a blanket which
the boy had with him, but said he could not find the boy. I sent him
out again, giving him to understand that the boy, not the blanket,
was what 1 wanted. I at the same time assured him that when the

boy was brought in, if he did not desire to stay he should have the

liberty of leaving. This was the last Indian that came into my camp.
My hostages were as follows: Two bucks, two boys, and two squaws.
At about dark I had given directions that the hostages should be tied,
and when they were about to tie them one of the squaws attempted to

run off, and was shot and killed by the guard. One of the boys, about
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fifteen years of age, also started to run. About twenty shots were
fired at liirn and be must nave been killed, as the Indians were hunting
the brush for him all of that night and the night after. The brush
was so thick that it was useless for us to make search for his body.

Fifteenth day, August 1. Sent Captain Harrover with Company E,
Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, with instructions to skirmish
over the mountain west of Final Creek and north of the canon, kill all

buck Indians big enough to bear arms and capture all squaws and
children he might come upon ;

also to examine carefully for caches of

wheat. Captain Simpson was sent over the mountains south of the
cafion. Lieutenant Stockwell was directed to scour the valley for In

dians; all with similar instructions. I started myself with Sergeant
Fergusson, of Company E, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, and
twenty-five men to skirmish the mountains east of Final Creek, which
I did from Salt River on the north to a point one mile and a half south
of the cam]) over a strip three or four miles in width. I succeeded in

killing 1 Indian, which afterward proved to be a squaw, and capturing
1 squaw. Captains Harrover and Simpson reported meeting no In
dians. Captain Harrover reported finding several caches which had
been raised apparently two weeks. Lieutenant Stockwell reported
meeting no Indians. On starting up the mountains on my skirmish I

met Colonel Woolsey, Arizona miners, who reported the arrival of his

command. This evening at the solicitation of Colonel Woolsey, who
thought by doing so he might get the chief into-camp, I set at liberty
the squaw held as hostage for the return of the boy. She promised to

return in two days with the chief. I told her that unless the boy was
returned 1 should kill the hostages.

Sixteenth day, August 2. Sent Lieutenant Stockwell with fifteen

men of Company E, First Cavalry California Volunteers, to Camp Rigg
for rations. Ordered the whole command on half rations to enable me
to make a scout to Big Rump Valley. Had details out cutting and
drying corn for men s rations.

Seventeenth day, August 3. Lieutenant Q.ualey arrived with detach
ment, bringing express and Special Orders. No. ll G, headquarters
Apache Expedition. Hung the two buck Indian hostages at sundown.

Eighteenth day, August 4. Sent Captain Harrover with thirty-five
men of Company E, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, up Final
Creek to the Final Mountains at its head. Ordered Captain Simpson,
with forty men of his company, to the same destination by way of Big
Horse Canon, and was preparing to start myself with a small detach
ment by the eastern route when express arrived from Camp Rigg order

ing in all the troops. Sent dispatch immediately to Captain Harrover
with orders to return to camp, and countermanded Captain Simpson s

orders.

Nineteenth day, August ~&amp;gt;. Sent detachments to the various corn

fields, with orders to cut down and destroy all corn and crops which
remained. Broke camp at 2 p. m. and started on my march back to

Camp Rigg in compliance with orders from Major Smith, commanding.
Left Seigeant Fergusson in charge of twelve men of Company E, Fifth

Infantry California Volunteers; twelve men of Company I, First In

fantry Xew Mexico Volunteers, and three volunteers from Colonel

Woolsey s command, secreted about camp, with instructions to kill any
Indians coining into camp after the command moved out. Sergeant
Fergusson was ordered to remain hidden until evening unless the
Indians should discover him at an earlier hour, in which case he would
join the command at once. Marched nine miles up the Eastern Fork
of Final Creek and halted for the night in the midst of a terrific storm.
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The creek, -which was perfectly dry before, run a depth of twenty feet

of water within the short space of thirty minutes. Several men and
animals were cut off from the main command and were unable to join
it until the next morning.

. Twentieth flay, August 6. Sergeant Fergusson reached camp with
his detachment at daybreak and reported that in about three hours
after the command left camp lifteeu Indians approached. His men
tired upon and killed tive of the number. For particulars I respect

fully refer you to Sergeant Fergusson s report, which is herewith trans

mitted. Broke camp at 8 a. m. Marched to Camp Rigg, where we
arrived at 8 p. m. Here the troops were turned over as a part of the

garrison of that camp in command of Captain Frink, Fifth Infantry
California Volunteers.
At 1 p. m. August 7 I started, in company with Colonel Woolsey,

Doctor Allcott, and the guides, Jaycox and Parker, for this post, where
I arrived at 11.30 p. m.
In conclusion, I would respectfully say that the cause of failure to

surprise the camp of Indians on Final Creek was, the distance being
greater than we had been informed, we were unable to make the march
in the time allowed. Another unfortunate circumstance was meeting
the party of Indians at midnight while on our march to make the

attack. Had this accident not occurred we might have made camp
and deterred our attack another day. At the time 1 received my orders

to come in with my command I was fitting out an expedition to Big
Rump Mountain, distant from the camp on Final Creek in a direct line

about twenty miles, where a large number of Indians have concentrated
to resist the whites. I believe I should have had a tight here had I

not been ordered in.

The results of the scout may be briefly summed up as follows :

dumber of Indians killed, 10; number of Indians captured, 2; amount
of corn destroyed, 20 acres, besides a considerable amount of beans,

pumpkins, &c. The two captured Indians, one of them, however, the

boy, was one of the hostages, were sent into Camp Rigg in charge of

Lieutenant Stockwell, to be turned over to the officer in command at

that camp.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

THOS. J. BLAKEXEY,
Major First Cavalry California Voh., Comdg. Detachment.

Lieut. JOHN LAMBERT.
Fifth Inftij. CaL Vols., and Adjutant Apache Expedition.

[Inclosure.]

CAMP RIGG, Rio San Carlos, August 7, 1S64.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that agreeable to orders I re

mained in camp three hours, when fifteen Apaches were seen approach
ing the camp. When they were within thirty yards of us we tired upon
them. They were thrown into confusion and fled in every direction,

throwing down their arms and everything that could retard their flight.

We immediately started in pursuit, but the close proximity of dense
brush prevented our finding but one. We trailed four others into the

brush by their blood. I am satisfied that 5 were killed or mortally
wounded. We also took 2 blankets, 1 lance, 1 bow and several arrows.,

and 2 pairs of moccasins.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
B. F. FERGUSSON,

Sergeant of Company E, Fifth Infantry California Vols.

Maj. T. J. BLAKENEY.
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JULY 19, 1864. Skirmish on the Benton Road, near Little Rock, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas G. Black, Third Missouri Cavalry.

HDQRS. THIRD REGIMENT CAVALRY MISSOURI VOLS.,
Camp near Little Rock, Ark., July 19

,
1864.

LIEUTENANT: Early this morning the patrols on the Benton road,
some four miles from my camp, were tired upon by rebels from an am
bush, killing 1 and wounding- 2. I sent out a reconnoitering party,
but they tailed in discovering the enemy. I suppose it to be the same
parties who have been between here and the Saline River for some
time past.

Very respectfully, &c.,

T. G. BLACK.
Lieut. Col., Gomdy. Third Refit. Cavalry Missouri Vols.

Lieut. C. H. FROST,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade.

JULY 19, 1864. Attack on Webster, Washington County, Mo.

Report of Capt. F. Kellermaim.

POTOSI, July 20, 18C&amp;gt;4.

GENERAL: Last night twenty-five bushwhackers robbed the town of
Webster, fifteen miles southwest of Potosi; took 61,500 worth of goods;
killed 1 man. horses, and took U men off with them. They traveled
from there in a western direction and passed about three miles west of
Potosi on their route. They are going toward Jefferson County. I

telegraphed to Captain Montgomery. We have five soldiers here, and
the citizens no arms. Can t you send us by morning train some am
munition and guns? We will organize our company to-night, and to

morrow I will send the rolls by mail or bring them in myself. Firing
was heard during the night northeast of Cadet.

Yours, very respectfully,
F. KELLERMAXK

Brigadier-General EWING,
Saint Louis.

JULY 19-25, 1864. Operations on the White River, Ark., and attack (24th)
on the Steamer Clara Bell.

Itinerary of the U. S. Forces, IFhite River, Ark., commanded by Brig.
Gen. George H. Gordon, U. 8. Army.*

General Steele s line of communication via the White River being
threatened, Major-General Canby on the llth instant directed Briga
dier-General Gordon, then at Memphis, to proceed to the mouth of

White River, assume command of troops which had been sent there,
and use them as circumstances might require. These troops consisted
of the First Brigade, Third Division, Nineteenth Corps, with a battery,

* From monthly return.
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and the brigade of Brevet Brigadier-General Bailey, at Vicksburg, was
also placed at his disposal. This order was received July 18, and
on the same day General Gordon started for White River.

July 19. He assumed command of the troops at the mouth of the
river.

July 20, Ordered up General Bailey from Vicksburg.
July 21. Proceeded to Saint Charles Bluff, on the White River.

Arrived there on the 23d instant. Occupied and strengthened the
works.

July 25. Brevet Brigadier-General Bailey reported with his brigade
of two regiments. Four companies of the Sixth Michigan Heavy Ar
tillery, of this brigade, on the Clara Bell, having lagged behind, owing
to the disobedience of orders of the lieutenant-colonel commanding,
were fired upon [July 24] by a rebel battery and the boat destroyed.

JULY 20-31, 1864. Operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo.,
with skirmishes.

Report of Lieut. Frank Barkley, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Supplementary report of Company E, First Cavalry Missouri State
Militia, for ten days, ending July 31, 18(54 :

July 20, Lieut. Frank Barkley and twenty-five men sent on scout;
pursued Todd and band to Arrow Rock and back to Mound Prairie;
returned to camp July 22; distance traveled, 150 miles. July 21, Will
iam IT. Stephens and ten men sent to Warrensburg for rations; returned
to cam]) July 22; distance traveled, forty-four miles. July 23, Sergt.
J. C. Brain and ten men sent on scout with Major Neill; had severe
skirmishes with guerrillas; wounded one of them; returned to camp
July 25; distance traveled, 100 miles. July 25, Lieut. Frank Barkley
and fifteen men sent to Lexington as escort for Major Xeill; returned
to camp July 20; distance traveled, thirty miles. July 28, Sergeant
Bram and fifteen men sent to Lexington as escort for supply train;
returned to camp July 29; distance traveled, thirty miles. July 30,
Lieut. Frank Barkley and thirty-five men sent on scout to Honey Fork
of Blackwater; returned July 31; distance traveled, fifty miles. Total
distance traveled, 800 miles. Average distance to each man present
for duty, 120 miles. Average distance per man for the whole company,
106$ miles. There have been from six to ten men out after forage every
day. They have to go from six to eight miles for it.

Respectfully submitted.
FRANK BARKLEY,

Second Lieutenant, Commanding Company.

JULY 22-AUGUST 22, 1864. Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the

east bank of the Mississippi River.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La., August 28, 1864.

General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: I nave the honor to transmit the inclosed correspondence
between Lieutenant-Geueral Taylor and myself with reference to the
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crossing of troops to the east side of the Mississippi River, and request
that they may be brought to the notice of the President.* Convinced

myself of its impracticability, I still spared no efforts in accomplishing
the successful transfer of the troops from the department. Lieutenant
General Taylor having reported its impracticability, I have suspended
the movement and ordered the transfer of the troops to the District of

Arkansas for operations against Steele and in support of Major-General
Price s expedition to Missouri.

I aiu, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General, Commanding.

, TUPELO, July .9,
1864.

General E. KIRBY SMITH,
Trans-Mississippi Department :

There is but little doubt that Cauby is now moving on Mobile with

20,000 troops. It is of vital importance that a part of your troops are

crossed over the Mississippi, or you co-operate in such a manner as to

divert their troops. General Bragg directed me to confer with you as

to crossing troops.
S. D. LEE,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

TUPELO, July 16, 1864.

General E. KIRBY SMITH, or

Major-General WALKER,
Trans- Mississipp i Departm en t :

(Care commanding officer, Clinton, La.)

The President instructs me to say the enemy is reported to have
withdrawn his main force from Louisiana to attack Mobile and operate
east of Mississippi River. That under such circumstances it was ex

pected of you that you would promptly aid by sending troops to defeat

the plans of the enemy as soon as discovered. There is no doubt the

enemy are moving against Mobile or some point east of the Mississippi.
S. D. LEE,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

MERIDIAN, July 19, 1864.

Col. J. S. SCOTT, or

Col. D. GOBER,
Clinton, La. :

General Lee directs that you send to General Kirby Smith, by
special courier, the following dispatch:

BOLIVAR COUNTY, Miss., July 12, 1SG4.

Large fleet of transports, convoyed by eight gnu-boats, are coining clown White and
Arkansas Rivers. This is supposed to ba General Steele s entire force. Six boats lay
at the month of White River yesterday. Of their movements, in whatever direction,

you will be promptly informed.
J. C. S. BLACKBURN,
Captain Cavalry Company.

P. ELLIS, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* To complete the record of this subject other documents have been inserted in

chronological order among those transmitted by General Smith. The latter .are

marked as inclosures, Nos. 1 to 24. These additions cover the correspondence, &c.,
from July 9, 1864, to January 31, 1865.
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MONTGOMERY, July 23, 1864.

Brigadier-General LIDDELL :

Send this dispatch also :

Generals SMITH, TAYLOR, WALKER, or POLIGNAC :

The movement of troops ordered by the President should be executed
with the least possible delay. If the trains for the troops cannot be

brought over, the horses, mules, and harness should be brought at all

events. I will have supplies collected for your troops on this side of

the Mississippi, but you had better send commissaries ahead.
S. D. LEE,

Lieutenant- General.

[Inclosnre Xo. 1.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, July 28, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. II. TAYLOR,
Natchitoches, La. :

GENERAL: In pursuance of the following dispatch just received

MONTGOMERY, July -2-2, 1S64.

Brigadier-General LIDDKLL:

Send following dispatch across the Mississippi by a reliable officer, with/instruc
tions to deliver it either to Generals Smith. Taylor. Walker, or Polignac :

&quot;

COLUMBUS, GA., July 22, 1SC4.

&quot;Lieut. Gen. S. D. LEK:
&quot; Inform General E. K. Smith that the President orders a prompt movement of

Lieutenant-General Taylor and the infantry of his corps to cross the Mississippi.
Such other infantry as can be spared by General Smith will follow as soon as pos
sible. General Taylor on reaching this side of the Mississippi will assume command
of the department.

&quot;BRAXTOX BRAGG.&quot;

S. D. LEE,
Lieutenant-General.

you will proceed to Alexandria forthwith and take command of the
two infantry divisions in the District of West Louisiana. With these

divisions you will cross the Mississippi River with as little delay as

possible. Upon reaching the nearest telegraph station you will report
to Richmond for further instructions. The inclosed copies of dis

patches will govern your movements.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith:
W. R. BOGGS,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosuiro Xo. 2.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, July 28, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR,
Natchitoches :

GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to inquire
what members, if any, of your former staff you desire to accompany
you.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. R. BOGGS,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.
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[Inclosure Xo. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shrereport, July 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER.
Commanding District of West Louisiana :

GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to inclose here
with copy of instructions to Lieutenant-General Taylor,* and to say
that he leaves it optional with you to be reassigned to your former
division and accompany it, or to remain on duty in this department.
The success of the movement will depend upon its secrecy and dispatch.
He desires, therefore, that you will render every facility to General

Taylor, and aid him to the full extent of your power. The general
commanding also desires to know if General Wharton has returned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. BOGGS,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

. MERIDIAN, Miss., July 28, 1864.

(Via Clinton, La.)
General E. KIRBY SMITH, or

ANY GENERAL OFFICER COMDG. C. S. FORCES WEST Miss. EIVER:
The enemy have concentrated a force at Vicksburg from above and

below, also at Memphis, for movements in this department. By direc

tion of General Bragg I ask your co-operation without delay in any
available way, or on any point practicable, to divert their force and
compel its return. Not knowing your locality can make no sugges
tions as to plans.

S. D. LEE,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

[Inclosure Xo. 4.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shre report, July 29, 1864.

Col. H. T. DOUGLAS,
Chief Engineer, Trans-Mississippi Department:

COLONEL: You will proceed to the headquarters District of West
Louisiana and report to Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker, commanding, &c., for

the purpose of advising with him as to the means of crossing troops to

the east bank of the Mississippi River, and giving such assistance in

making the necessary preparations and superintending the crossing as

may be in your power. Having completed your work you will return

and report in person at these headquarters.
By command of General E. Kirby Smith:

W. E. BOGGS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure Xo. 5.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
IShrereport, La., July 29, 1864.

Major-General WALKER,
Commanding, &c. :

GENERAI?: The general commanding directs me to say that the

company of pontoniers at this place with their boats (twenty-four in

*Seep. 90.
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number) will leave to-morrow for Alexandria, under instructions to

report to you. These boats are provided with oars and oar-locks. The
boats at Alexandria (eighteen in number) should be provided forthwith
with oars and oar-locks, and also the necessary transportation to take
them to the river. By this means you will have forty-two boats at

your disposal. After the undertaking is accomplished the company of

pontoniers, with their train from this place, will be sent back, an escort

from the river being furnished them from the cavalry. Colonel Doug
las, chief engineer, has been directed to proceed to Alexandria for the

purpose of giving his personal supervision to the service of the pon
toons. So soon as these duties are completed he will return to this

place. The river is so low that the train will be sent from here by
land.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. It. BOGGS,

Brigadier- General and Chief of tftaff.

[Incloaure No. 6.]

XATCHITOCHES, July 29, 1864.

Brigadier-General BOGGS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge dispatches Xos. 3506 and

3507,* just received. Jf troops can be crossed at all it can only be
eifected by a diversion in the direction of New Orleans from this side.

Much preparation in the collection, and perhaps also the building, of

boats will be required. Can I expect assistance in these particulars?

Secrecy will also be an important element in success, and I suggest,

therefore, that I do not assume command of the infantry division until

all preparations are complete. Pending the completion of arrange
ments I shall precede the troops to the other side. to hasten any assist

ance possible there, and communicate with Richmond. I respectfully

request that Col. J. L. Brent, Maj. E. Surget, William M. Levy, and A.
H. Mason ; Capts. C. LeD. Elgee, Andrew J. Watt, James McCloskey,
and A. H. May, and Surg. P. B. McKelvey be ordered to accompany
me. I leave at once for Alexandria, where I shall await an answer to

this communication.
Your obedient servant,

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant- General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La.. July 30, 1864.

(Via Meridian August 8.)

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Richmond, Va. :

SIR : I request the promotion of Major-General Buckner to the rank of

lieutenant-general, as it will relieve me from embarrassment in assign

ing him to duty. The telegram ordering General Taylor and infantry
from this department across the Mississippi River was received July
28. Every means at my disposal will be used to secure the success of

this movement. Arrangements were perfected for offensive operations
in Arkansas and Missouri. The withdrawal of this force deprives the

* Inclosures 1 and 2, p. IK).
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Trans-Mississippi Department of that portion of the troops upon which

niy dependence is placed for either offensive or defensive operations.
Should the enemy in force renew the campaign west of the Mississippi

River, in the reduced condition of my command, I will be powerless to

oppose his advance. I shall push a cavalry force into Missouri; but
since the withdrawal of Lieutenant-General Taylor and the infantry of

his command, I will be too weak for prosecuting a campaign in the

Arkansas Valley. Major-Generals Walker s and Polignac s divisions

and Brigadier-General Thomas brigade (six brigades of infantry) cross

the Mississippi River under command of General Taylor.
1 am. very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. 7UEBY SMITH,
General.

[Indorsement.]

AUGUST 8, 1804.

Secretary of War for attention, particularly to the recommendation
in regard to Major-General Buckuer.

J. DAVIS.
[Inclosure Xo. 7.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La., July 31, 186-1.

Lieutenant-General TAYLOR,
Alexandria:

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the 2!)th instant. The order from Richmond directing
the movement of an infantry column under your command to the east
bank of the Mississippi was evidently made under a great pressure upon
our armies in that department. I fear the practicability of the move
ment, yet no efforts must be spared in securing its execution. You
must yourself in person superintend the arrangements and accompany
the column. You can, for the purpose of communicating with Lieu
tenant-General Lee, in Department of Mississippi, and with the authori
ties in Richmond, send any members of your staff immediately across
the Mississippi, but for the better execution of the movement should
remain yourself with the troops. I have ordered a train of twenty-five
pontoons to Alexandria. Each boat is prepared \vith oars and oar
locks and has a capacity for transporting twenty-five men. These,
with the eighteen boats at Alexandria, which General Walker has been
directed to prepare in the same way, will give you some forty-five boats
and will admit the crossing of about 1,000 men at a trip. Other
skiffs, barges, and boats maybe prepared and collected by you without

delaying the expedition. You will consult with General Walker, now
commanding the District ;&amp;gt;f Louisiana, who has been ordered to give
you every assistance and facility at his command. He has suggested
the point of crossing, but I will leave its final determination to your
own ^judgment. The disposition of the cavalry under his command
can be determined between you, so as to best secure the success of the

crossing. I do not believe that the diversion proposed in the direction
of New Orleans is judicious, ft would throw a body of cavalry into a
distant and sickly countrywhen their services are needed for operations
in Arkansas and Missouri. I would rather suggest the employment of
that force, in connection with artillery, to hold positions on the river
above and below the point selected for crossing. It will be impossib e
to keep the movement secret, the dispatches have passed through so

many different hands and officers. Your calculations must be based



94 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

upon the knowledge of the movement coming sooner or later to our own
people and troops. This may constitute one of the greatest difficulties

to be encountered, as I fear that your command may prove refractory
when they find that they are ordered across the Mississippi. An appeal
to the patriotism of the men, representing the necessity which calls

them to the assistance of their comrades in the Cis-Mississippi Depart
ment, may assure you that willingness on their part which is so neces

sary to the successful execution of this difficult movement. I inclose
to you a copy of an order sent General Walker, which he will publish
if you adopt my views in regard to the expediency of dealing openly
and frankly with the troops. Should you determine otherwise, he can
suppress the order, and the movement can be made with all the secrecy
practicable.. Let.me urge upon you the necessity of expedition. Xo
time should be lost in making the attempt to cross the river. General
Walker commands the District, of Louisiana. I have, left it optional
with him to resume the command of his division or to remain in the

department. The love of his troops -tor -him and his influence with
them is well known to you. Even should he decide upon remaining in

the District of Louisiana, it may be well for him to accompany the

troops, temporarily commanding the division, until the crossing is

secured. Should you desire it, I will instruct him accordingly.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. KIRBY SMITH,
General.

[Inclosuro No. 8.]

ALEXANDRIA, July 31, 1864.

Brigadier-General BOGGS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I reached this point last

night and have had an interview with General Walker on the subject
of crossing troops over the Mississippi. General Walker coincides
with me in opinion that the command of the troops should remain
with him until everything is in readiness to attempt the passage.
Much time will necessarily be required in making preparations, and
even then success will depend on chance to a certain extent. General
Walker has already commenced the work and will doubtless use every
energy in pushing it forward. I send an officer to Woodville to ap
prise the Department at Eichmond of the difficulties to be encountered
in carrying out the orders. The division of General Polignae is very
weak, one of its regiments being absent. I respectfully inquire if Gen
eral Thomas brigade will be included in the troops to cross. This
command is without arms here, and I suppose can be armed readily
east of the Mississippi River. I shall await additional instructions
from your headquarters at this point.

Your obedient servant.
R. TAYLOR.

Lieutenant- General.

[Inclosure Xo. 9.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shrereportj La.. August 1, 1864.

Major-General &quot;WALKER,

Commanding, &c. :

GENERAL: I inclose you a copy of my reply to a communication
from Lieutenant-General Taylor of the 29th ultimo, also a copy of an
order to be published in the event of your concurring with me as to
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the propriety of making the destination of the expedition known to

the troops. Your influence with your old command is deservedly
great, and can be made a powerful auxiliary in securing its cheerful

acquiescence in the movement. I believe that even though you finally
remain in the district you should at least temporarily resume command
of your old division and assist in putting it across the Mississippi.
The larger part of your present command will necessarily be employed
either directly or indirectly in forwarding the movement. It may be
found impossible to cross the artillery and transportation. You should
be prepared to secure its speedy removal beyond the reach of the

enemy. You will perceive that in my letter to General Taylor I have
directed him to take personal command of the expedition. The dis

patch from Richmond directs this and he is responsible for its execu
tion. You should give him every facility and assistance, and if neces

sary bring the strength, of your whole district to bear upon the

undertaking. You will observe that General Taylor asks for a num
ber of officers to accompany him. 1 doubt whether Major Mason can
be spared. Are either of the officers applied for necessary for the
administration of the affairs of the district f

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Nhreveport, La., August 1, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER,
Commanding, d~c. :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs that you send an officer

across the Mississippi River with directions to proceed to the nearest^
telegraph station and place himself in communication with Major
Price, ordnance officer at Selma, Ala., in charge of ordnance for the

department. He will ascertain from Major Price the locality of the

arms, and if it is practicable to push forward a sufficient number of

arms for all the troops which are to cross the river. General Taylor
and yourself are both aware of the difficulty of obtaining arms in this

department, and if it is possible to arm the command immediately on
their crossing, the arms now in their possession should be. left in this

department. If it is not practicable to bring the arms in time for the

troops they still might be brought in sufficient time to take advantage
of this opportunity to cross them.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. R. BOGGS,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosuro Xo. 10.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
tihreveport, La.. August 3, 1864.

General BRAXTON BRAGG,
C. S. Army. Richmond, Va. :

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the 23d |22d] ultimo from Columbus, Ga. I inclose you
copies* of my letters to Lieutenant-General Taylor on this subject; also

a copy* of a letter to Major-General Walker, commanding District of

West Louisiana, of the 1st instant. I shall go to Alexandria and will

See pp. 90, 93, 94.
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spare no efforts to secure the successful crossing of the troops. The
force which accompanies General Taylor includes all the infantry in

the District of West Louisiana, except one small regiment. It com
prises the divisions of Walker and Polignac and the Louisiana brigade
of Genen , Allen Thomas, a force of six brigades, numbering between

9,000 and 10,000 men. There remains in the District of Texas 2,880

infantry by the last report of June 30, and in the District of Arkan
sas 5,300 infantry. My information tiom Arkansas does not indicate

the withdrawal of any portion of General Steele s force. The oper
ations of our cavalry have kept him constantly employed, and have
rather strengthened than weakcLed him in his position. For the inter

ests of this department I regret the necessity which compels the
removal of the infantry under General Taylor to the east bank of the

Mississippi. It leaves me powerless to resist any movement of the

enemy made in force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General, Commanding.
[Enclosure No. 11.]

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
No. 193.

) Shreveport, La., August 3, 1864.****.***
V. The following officers are directed to report to Lieut. Gen. R

Taylor, Provisional Army, C. S., for duty, and accompany him east
of the Mississippi River: Maj. E. Surget, assistant adjutant-general;
Maj. W. M. Levy, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. C. LeD. Elgee,
assistant adjutant-general; Capt. A. H. May, assistant adjutant-gen
eral; Capt. A. J. Watt, aide-de-camp; Col. J. L. Brent, chief of ord
nance and artillery; Capt. J. McCloskey, assistant quartermaster;
Surg. P. B. McKelvey, medical director.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith :

S. S. ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS- MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, .

Shreveport. La., August 3, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER,
Commanding, &c.:

GENERAL : I am directed by the general commanding to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter dated the 31st ultimo. He desires that if pos
sible General Allen Thomas brigade should cross the river, but if it is

not possible it will have to remain, and the regiment at this place sent

down instead.

I am. general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. R. BOGGS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

[luclosure No. 12.]

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER DEPARTMENT,
Alexandria, August 4, 1864.

General E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department :

GENERAL : I beg leave to submit for your consideration the follow

ing plan for crossing our troops to the east bank of the Mississippi
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River. I deem it proper to state that my proposition is made from an
earnest desire to promote the interest of the service, and with no desire

to intrude my views upon yon : First, the main object, to cross the

troops en masse in order that their organization may be retained and

capable of entering at once upon an active field of usefulness. To

accomplish this it will be necessary to take with the troops subsist

ence, artillery, and trains. This can only be done by a pontoon bridge,
which I propose to use, as follows : To construct 100 additional pon
toons with chesses and balks. These to be taken by steamers or rowed
to the nearest point which can be reached contiguous to the proposed

point for crossing the Mississippi River, thence by land to the point
selected. To cross one-half the boats with as many men as they will

transport, to act as a guard and render such assistance as may be neces

sary, to the east bank of the river with their complement of balks and
chesses, and to put the bridge timbers on the pontoons, commencing on
both sides at the same time; that when completed they shall be swnng
in position by row-boats attached (see sketch). That large boats,
anchored 00 feet above the line of the bridge at intervals of 150 feet be

prepared, over which a hawser shall be passed and guy lines holding
the bridge in position connected with the bridge. That all the siege

guns that can be collected be placed in a tete- de-pout commanding the

bridge and at distances of half a mile above and below the bridge site.

That in addition torpedoes should be placed across the river above
and below the bridge as indicated by sketch. That men be placed
on the anchor boats provided with water buckets and shoed poles to

prevent lire-rafts from being floated against the bridge. By observing
the utmost secrecy as to our intentions and promulgating the advance
of our forces on Missouri or Lower Louisiana, our preparations could

be made under cover of this mask, and I believe if we could not cross

secretly we could force our passage. Should these views meet with

your approval, I have the honor to respectfully recommend that Lieu
tenant Haney, with his company of engineer troops from Arkansas, and
Lieut. N. H. Smith, with his company of engineer troops from Galves-

ton, Tex., be ordered to report to me immediately at Shreveport to assist

in constructing the pontoons. In thirty days I can prepare everything
which belongs to my branch of the service, and confidently believe our
efforts will be crowned with success. Should my views prove correct^
the important turn of affairs which the troops would give, lending their

assistance to the army in Georgia, now pressed almost to the wall,
would guarantee any sacrifice here, and no effort should be lost to the

accomplishment of the great object in view. I have the honor to state

my readiness to enter at once upon the duties which may be assigned
me in this important undertaking, feeling confident that we will suc

ceed, and knowing that our success is of such vital importance.
I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,

H. T. DOUGLAS,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief Engineer.

[Ifldofscuient.] *

General E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Trans- Mississippi Department:

GENERAL : I have the honor to state that I heartily approve of Col
onel Douglas plan, and believe it the only effectual means of throwing
organized bodies of troops across the Mississippi. The delay is only

7 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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apparent, for if troops arrive east of the river without the preparation,
time will be required there to place them in the field. I trust the views
of Colonel Douglas will meet your approval.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
U. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant-General.

[NOTE ON ORIGINAL.] Plan not inclosed, it being too inconvenient
to handle, &c.

,
I Ilclimuc Xo. Hi.

|

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER DEPARTMENT,
Alexandria. A tig-nut J, l$&amp;lt;i-l.

Capt. J. G. MEEM, Jr.,

Aide-de- Camp :

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to address you relative to torpedoes which
I desire to use in connection with our movements on hand, and to

request that you bring it to the notice of the commanding general,
who cau decide whether to use them. I wish 100 torpedoes of 50

pounds each, constructed on the plan of those previously constructed
at Shreveport, to place above and below the point at which we may
propose to cross the river on a checkered line across the stream. We
have 20; 100 more will be sufficient. I would also recommend that the
three heavy guns on the Missouri be shipped in Hat-boats, to be taken
and placed in battery opposite the proposed point of crossing, and that

eight siege guns on siege carriages be dispatched immediately from

Texas, via Niblett s Bluff, to this point to be used in a similar manner.
The heavy guns can be placed in position during one night at the time
that the crossing by means of row-boats is going on, and if they serve

their purpose we can well afford to throw them in the Mississippi River.
The torpedoes will be a valuable auxiliary, and we should spare no
means to insure the success of our undertakings. Powder should be

gotten ready also blasting if possible if not, eleven-inch gunpowder.
I desire also to respectfully recommend that the four siege guns at

Shreveport be immediately mounted and sent to such a point as may
be selected.

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. T. DOUGLAS,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Engineer.

[Iiiclosure No. 14.
|

HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER DEPARTMENT,
Alexandria. August 4. 1864.

General W. R. BOGGS,
Chief of Staff:

GENERAL: Should the views which I had the honor to submit for the

commanding general s consideration in my communication ofto-day meet
with his approval, will you please to order the quartermaster at Houston
to procure and ship by special train, moving rapidly to Alexandria via

Burr s Ferry or Niblett s Bluff , ten coils of inch rope, fifteen coils of two-
inch rope, twenty coils of three or three-and-a-half-inch rope; also, 1,000
feet of anchor chain. All of these materials cau be purchased in Hous
ton.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
II. T. DOTGLAS.

Lieutenant- Colonel.
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MOBILE. Auyutst .-&amp;gt;. 18U4.

Brigadier-General LIDDELL.
Clinton, La. :

Let General Dick Taylor and General Smith know that a large naval
force and a large force under Canby. estimated at 10,000. are attacking
Mobile.

1). II. MAUEY,
Major- (icncrnl. Commanding.

CLINTON7

.
Au&amp;lt;Jlt8t .-&quot;&amp;gt;. 1H64.

Major HART.
Trans-Missisnipp i Dcpa ft HI cn t :

Department commander exceedingly anxious to know where General
Taylor is. Where the troops are. Communicate in cipher.

ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL.

[luclowuro Xo. l.&quot;).
]

I IEADQFARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Alexandria, August ~, 1^(1-1.

Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR,
Commanding, ct c. :

GENERAL: The importance of expedition in crossing the infantry
under your command to the east bank of the river must have impressed
itself upon you. Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, chief engineer of the

department, informs me that he has now forty-two pontoons ready for

use, which can be transported to any point on the Mississippi River
which may be selected for the crossing. In a few days he expects the
arrival of twelve additional pontoons. These boats will cross twenty
men each, exclusive of the oarsmen, and without the additional boats

expected you will be enabled to cross between 800 and 900 men at a

single crossing. If any good is to result from the crossing of this force,

it rests in the speed} execution of the movement and in their rapid
transportation to the scene of action. By crossing beef-cattle and
carrying breadstuffs and salt in the haversacks of your men you can,
though with some privation, traverse the country from the east bankof
the Mississippi River to the country where supplies can be obtained.

By taking the artillery to pieces and by swimming the horses you may
be enabled to cross a sufficient amount of artillery for your column.
General Walker is instructed to designate four batteries of light artil

lery to accompany your column. If no serious interruption is offered

you may be enabled also to cross your trains with supplies, but first

crossing your men and artillery. If the way should be closed you can
push on with beef-cattle and salt. In the dispatches (eopies of which
were furnished you) General S. D. Lee promised to have supplies col

lected cast of the Mississippi River for the use of your column. It was,
moreover, suggested that you should send commissaries in advance
across the river. You will therefore make your arrangements for the
immediate crossing of the Mississippi with the force which is to operate
under yourcommand. You can consult with Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas,
the chief engineer of the department, in regard to the point and mode
of crossing. He is directed to report to you for that purpose, in the
event you desire his services, as under the instructions contained in
the dispatches the troops are to cross under your orders. You will
conduct the operation of crossing in person. Major-General Walker,
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I

commanding District of West Louisiana, has been directed to give you
every assistance in his power. You can therefore consult with him in

carrying out your plans. The staff officers designated by yourself can
all accompany you, except Colonel Brent and Major Mason. Their
services are too essentially necessary in the administration of the Dis
trict of West Louisiana to admit of their being dispensed with. Major-
General Walker, commanding District of West Louisiana, and Briga
dier-General Thomas, commanding the brigade of exchanged Yicksburg
prisoners, report the condition ot that brigade so reduced in numbers
and so disorganized that it is not effective for service. To attempt its

crossing would be a serious loss of men and be detrimental to the
interests of the service. Many of the men have not been exchanged and
are not in camp. It is but a few days since notification was received
of the exchange of any portion of the brigade. Under these circum
stances I shall retain the brigade in the department, continue the col

lection and organization of the men, and when effected (if the necessi
ties of our armies there require it) will order it across the river to your
command. I have ordered the Crescent Regiment, stationed at Shreve-

port, immediately down, and believe it will join you before the crossing-
is effected. This regiment is large and will render you as much service
as the disorganized command of General Thomas could possibly have
done.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Alexandria, August 7, Itifj-L

Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER,
Commanding tie.:

GENERAL: I inclose a copy of a letter* to Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor
with regard to the crossing of the troops under his command. F desire

you to select four batteries of light artillery to accompany General

Taylor s column, and suggest that the selection be made from the fol

lowing batteries: Nettles Yalverde Battery, II. C. West s Arkansas
battery, Boone s Louisiana battery, Gibson s Texas battery, Benton s

Louisiana battery, Cornay s Louisiana battery. The four batteries
selected to be commanded by a major of artillery. You will perceive
from my letter to General Taylor that I have directed the immediate

crossing of the troops. The collection of material and the preparations
necessary for throwing a bridge across the Mississippi River necessi
tate a delay of at least thirty days, and I believe is of doubtful success.
This delay would neutralize any good results which might come from
the crossing of this column.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

[Iiiclomiro No. lli.]

ALEXANDRIA, August 8,
General E. KIRBY SMITH,

Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department :

GENERAL: Your communication of 7th instant was received last

night. The importance of the expedition in crossing the infantry has

*

See^icxt, ante.



CHAP, till.] TRANSFER OF CONFEDERATE TROOPS. 101

fully impressed itself upon me, but the means of effecting it and the

necessary co-operation of other forces within this district are beyond
my control.

On the 10th of June I was relieved from the command of the District
of West Louisiana and ordered by you to Natchitoches to &quot;await the
pleasure of the President of the Confederate States.&quot;

On the 18th ofJuly, six weeks after I was relieved by you, the order for
me to cross the river and assume command of the Department of Missis

sippi and East Louisiana was issued from the War Department, evi

dently under the belief that 1 was in command of the District of West
Louisiana or commanding- a corps. Your order directing me to take
command of the two infantry divisions reached me at Natchitoches on
the 28th of July. From the date of my being relieved until the receipt
of those orders L had no means of ascertaining the disposition of all our
or the enemy s forces on or near the Mississippi Kiver, the points at
which the enemy s gun-boats were lying, and such other necessary facts
as would enable me at once to fix upon suitable places for crossing.
Although the orders from the War Department contemplated that I was
in command. I can perceive nothing therein which instructs that the

troops should &quot;cross under my orders,&quot; and that &quot;I should conduct the

operation of crossing in person.&quot; So long as the command is within this

department it is subject to your orders, and without dispositions made
by you as commanding general I am powerless to effect anything.
Simply to cross the men is but a portion of the movement; toj-mbsist
and transport them to localities where their presence and services are,

needed involve the most important features. There is but one railroad
in the State of Mississippi in use by our authorities, and that lies east
of Pearl Kiver, its western terminus being quite a hundred miles distant
from the Mississippi. While Lieutenant-Genera 1 Lee states that lie will

establish depots of supplies, such depots can only be available if they
are convenient to the points of crossing, and it might happen that those

points would be an hundred miles from the supplies, as the movements
ofthe enemy s forces along the river and of the gun-boats would influence
the crossing, and places previously selected would be liable to inter
ference by the enemy at the very moment when the movement at a par
ticular point was about to be undertaken, and thus render an immediate
change necessary. Co-operation between the two sides of the river is

therefore of the highest importance, and a full understanding with Gen
eral Lee can alone insure the establishment of supplies at convenient
and accessible localities. I had the honor to submit to you several

days ago, with an indorsement of my entire approval thereof, the plan
of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, which I consider the most practicable
one which can be adopted. 1 have not heard from you on that subject.

In accordance with your instructions I furnished you on the 28th of

July with the names of the staff officers whom I desired to report to me.

Only last night I received your answer asserting that a portion of those
named and needed by me should be assigned. I have been without
staff officers necessary to enable me to make even the requisite prelimi
nary arrangements, and but for the kindness of Major-General Walker,
who has allowed me to use a portion of his staff, I should have been
entirely without any such assistance. Major Mason, my former chief

commissary, whose services are almost indispensable and upon which
I relied, you refuse to allow me. Xo other commissary is assigned to
me, and none could be so useful to me as this officer. Colonel Brent
also, who has been on my staff for two years, and for whom I made
application, is withheld. Both these officers share my earnest desire
to have them ordered to report to me. If the troops are to be used in
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the crisis to which you allude in your letter of yesterday, and it Atlanta,
is the &quot; scene- of action&quot; to which you refer, the distance to be accom
plished, even after they cross the river, would render it necessary
for adequate, arrangements to be made on the other side of the Missis

sippi as well as on this to insure rapidity of movement and preserve
the efficiency of tlie men, so that they could arrive in time and
in condition for the performance of the services required of them. With
this view, therefore, 1 applied in a former communication for permission
to cross at once, to the other side, where I could assume command of

the department as directed by the War Department and hasten all the

necessary arrangements. This permission having been refused by you
1 am without knowledge of the location and number of our forces on
the other side, and as to the assistance which they can give to a column
of infantry marching over so extensive a country. For the reason
stated the troops whose co-operation is necessary to insure the success
of the movement being beyond my control, the plan of crossing being-
devised by yourself, the necessary provision for subsistence and trans

portation, when the troops do cross, not being made, and being myself
powerless under your instructions to remedy these vital deficiencies, I

deem it proper to state to you that while I shall, to the best of my
ability, carry out the instructions contained in your communication of

yesterday, I do not deem myself responsible either for the failure or

success of the undertaking which you direct.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant- General.

RICHMOND, YA., August 8, 1864.

(Via Clinton, Miss., August 9.)

Lieut. S. F. CHIPLEY:
(For General E. Kirby Smith.)

Your dispatch of 30th July, 1864, received, and after inquiries can find

no record of a telegram ordering you to send General Taylor and in

fantry from the Trans-Mississippi Department across the Mississippi
River. No such order was ever given by me, though propositions to

follow enemy s movements from your department were referred to your
discretion in terms which implied the expectation you would do all

which was consistent with the duties of your position. Yon had not com
municated the purpose -to commence offensive operations in Arkansas
and Missouri, and no indications of it had reached me. J do not now
perceive bow the success of a movement, the arrangement for which

you say had been perfected, could depend on infantry which was below
the Lower Red River. Be that as it may, you must expect frequent
diversity of views unless fuller information is given. I directed Gen
eral x 1). Lee to keep you informed, so as having cointelligence there

might be the more effective co-operation. If our forces succeed on the
east side they will make easy the plans for the west side of the Missis

sippi. If our forces on the west side of the river should allow the

enemy to leave that section, and by concentrating defeat those on the
east side, your projected campaign could not tail to end in disaster.

This was so obvious that I expected you to act without waiting for

orders, so as to counteract the movement he was reported to be making
with the troops you had lately defeated. Your recommendation in

reference to General Buckner has been referred to War Department.
.JEFF N DAVIS.



CHAP. LIU.] TRANSFER OF CONFEDERATE TROOPS. 103

CLINTON, Antruxt W, 1861.

General B. BRAGG,
Richmond, Va. :

Two divisions of infantry, Taylor s corps within
striking

distance of

river. Boats preparing. Time and place of crossing
1 not fully decided

upon. Forty pontoons on this side ready to move to point indicated.

Much difficulty in the movement anticipated. General Taylor wishes
his staff to come with him. Asks that Wharton with four cavalry bri

gades be brought across. Suggests that another division infantry now
in Arkansas (lie says) also come.

THOMAS HITTLER.

^CLINTON, LA., August 11, ISttt. (Via Mobile.)
General BRAGG:

1 have just received dispatch, dated 3d instant, from General Taylor,

directing me to learn whether it is contemplated that he shall cross the

river should it be found impracticable to cross the troops; also whether

you desire that he should precede the troops to this side.

W. STEVENS,
Captain, d&amp;lt;c.

[
Enclosure Xo. 17.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
tihrvveport* La., Augu-xt 77, 18(14.

Lieut. Gen. II. TAYLOR,
Gominawliny, tlr. :

GENERAL: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the 8th instant. My letter written to you in Alexandria

expresses clearly my views and the necessity for crossing immediately
the Mississippi with the troops under your command. The inclosed

copies* of dispatches from Generals Maury and Liddell are additional

evidences of this necessity. The plan submitted and approved by you
in your letter of August 8 for bridging the Mississippi is simply im

practicable and visionary. It necessitates the concentration of engineer
troops from Arkansas and Texas virtually the establishment of a navy-
yard at Shreveport and building of boats. It makes requisition im
material on the city of Houston, Tex., which in all probability will have
to be imported. Under the most favorable circumstances it requires

preparations, the collection of materials, and construction that would
necessitate the delay of at least two months, and might fairly convey
the impression that we were endeavoring to evade the order directing

1

the crossing
1 of the troops. You certainly could not have carefully ex

amined the plan proposed or you would not have approved and recom
mended a course which detains indefinitely the troops here, while the

campaign east of the Mississippi, in which they were to participate, has

already reached a crisis. In my letter of July 31 the whole disposa
ble force of the district was placed under your control through General

Walker, its commander. The point and mode of crossing were left to

your own judgment. It was only suggested instead of sending the

cavalry on a distant expedition toward New Orleans they, with artillery,
should be used to cover the crossing- by holding points above and be
low the point selected. In my letter of the 31st I authorized you to

send members of your staff east of the Mississippi for the purpose of

&quot; See Maury to Liddell iind Liddell to Hart, August 5, j&amp;gt;.

99.
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obtaining- information and making; provision for your troops. Your

experience on the Mississippi, your knowledge of the country, and your
personal interest in the success of the movement, make you the proper
officer to command, even had the dispatches from the War Department
not so directed. The list of staff officers furnished by you, whom you
desired might accompany you east of the river, was carefully considered

by me in the intention of being liberal and with the desire of comply
ing with your wishes; but two on the list were objected to Major
Mason and Colonel Brent. Their services are too indispensably neces

sary, without inflicting serious injury upon the interests of the District

of West Louisiana. As an evidence of my liberality I made no objec
tion to either of the five adjutant-generals whose names were on that

list, viz, Colonel Levy, Major Surget, Captain Elgee, Captain May,
and Captain Watt. General S. D. Lee has, I believe, gone to Atlanta.

The inclosed copies of dispatches would indicate that General Maury
commands the department and is besieged at Mobile. General Liddell,

immediately commanding the district opposite to you, is at Clinton.

You can communicate with him. and obtain his co-operation. I again

urge upon you the necessity of promptly crossing the force under your
command

;
at least, the attempt should be made. If there is any un

necessary delay the authorities at Richmond can judge where the fault

lies and upon whom the responsibility rests.

I am, general, very respectfully,
K. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La., August 11, IMli.

Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER,
Commanding, tfcc. :

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let

ter of the Oth instant. The change in the movement of the two bri

gades ordered to Arkansas may endanger us in that district, but as

the successful crossing of the Mississippi by General Taylor s column
is of the highest importance, I will adopt the change in the disposition
of the troops made by yourself. I desire nothing to be done that will

hazard the success of General Taylor s movement across the Missis

sippi. You will have the two brigades of Major s division prepared,
so that they can march to Arkansas as soon as the movement of Gen
eral Taylor has been accomplished. General Bagby should command.
That will probably be the most important theater of operations, and a

good officer should march in command of the troops. I inclose you a

copy of a letter* to-day written to General Taylor.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

CLINTON, LA., August 12, 1&64.

General BRAXTON BRAGG,
Richmond, Va. :

GENERAL : i was unable to communicate fully with you by telegram,
as I could not do so in cipher, and I was advised, for prudent reasons,

* See next, ante.
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not to give any important information unless written in that way, On
the 10th of August the cipher was obtained at General Liddell s head
quarters, and 1 then sent you a dispatch giving: the chief points in

General Taylor s communication. I now inclose the general s letter,

which will give you his views more plainly than I could myself transmit
them.

General Taylor, through his staff officer, begs me that you will use

your influence to have the troops that cross to this side paid up as soon
as practicable. They have been greatly neglected in this respect, and
he thinks a prompt attention to their wants would, to a certain extent,
tend to remove the dissatisfaction which would exist by reason of
transfer.

He also suggests that when the troops are brought from Arkansas,
General Price be left in the Trans-Mississippi Department. lie thinks,
unless ordered to remain, the general will be sent over, as General E.
K. Smith is anxious to get rid of him.
Yon will see from General Taylor s letter that he anticipates difficulty,

moral as well as material, in the transfer of the troops to this side, .but

he promises that every exertion will be used to overcome both.
On the 9th I again wrote to General Taylor, suggesting that he had

better act fully without waiting to hear from Kichmond, telling him
that you considered expedition in the movement of the troops. I also
informed him that it was your wish that he should move in person to
this side as soon as practicable.

I have not heard from General Smith.
Generals Wirt Adams and Liddell have made all necessary arrange

ments for providing transportation and supplies for the troops as they
cross over, and both are ready to give such co-operation as to facilitate

the movement.
It is feared that the enemy is apprised of our intentions, not from

positive information but from his spies observing preparations which
indicate the contemplated movement. We find the greatest caution
and secrecy necessary, as the inhabitants are in constant communica
tion with the enemy.

I will inform you as soon as I get further news.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOMAS BUTLEK,
Captain, Ac.

[Inclosure No. 18.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
fihrcveport, La., Auyutst 12* 1864.

Lieut. Gen. K. TAYLOR,
Commanding, d c.:

GENERAL: Major-General Forney left this morning to report to you
to take command of Walker s old division. From letters received this

morning the general commanding is led to believe that serious difficulty
will arise among the troops on General Forney s taking command of that
division. If these apprehensions are well founded, and as this is the

only command to which he can be assigned in the department, the gen
eral commanding directs that upon your arrival on the east side of the

Mississippi River you will relieve General Forney ofcommand and order
him to report to Richmond. General Smith requests that you commu
nicate to him your views on this subject.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. MEEM, JR.,

Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.
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CLINTON, LA... Ann-lint 13, 1364. (Via Mobile. )

General BRAXTON BRAGG,
Richmond, Vit. :

Are the troops from the Trans-Mississippi to bring their arms with
them? (ieneral Smith has decided not. if arms can be procured from
Selma.

THOMAS BUTLEE,
Captain and Aid-de-Camp.

[First indorsement.]

Respectfully submitted for the information of the President.

[Second indorsement.]

General BRAGG:
Some arms will be necessary for police and possibly for contingencies,

but it would be well, as far as practicable, to avoid the transfer of arms
from the Trans-Mississippi Department.

J. D.

[Inclomirti Xo. 19.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA,
Alexandria, August !

&amp;gt;,

7N6 /.

(ieneral E. KIRBY SMITH,
Connnaniihif/ Tr&amp;lt;ins-Mississippi Department :

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the llth instant (Xo. 3037). In my note to you of the !&amp;gt;th

instant, to which yours is an answer, 1 mentioned that I had already
put Parsons cavalry brigade en route for Arkansas. Harrison s Louis
iana brigade, as you know, had already marched. 1 was, therefore, sur

prised at this passage in your communication:

Yon will have the two brigades of Major s division prepared, so that they can
march to Arkansas as soon as the movement of General Taylor is accomplished.

It would appear from this that it is your desire that four cavalry
brigades shall be sent to Arkansas from this district. In our conver
sation on the subject while you were here, and in the correspondence
which has taken place between us on the subject, you did not intimate
that you desired me to send more than three brigades the two in addi
tion to Harrison s command. Please give me instructions on this point.
The preparations for the crossing of the command of General Taylor
have been pushed forward by Colonel Douglas and his assistants with
such energy that the pontoons will be able to move from here to-morrow

;

those I mean that have not already been sent around by water. It is

of the greatest importance to the success of the movement that General

Taylor should be with the troops in superintendence of the whole in

person, but I learn from one of his staff that he intends leaving here
to-morrow to assume command of the Department of Mississippi and
await the arrival of the troops on the other side. This is in conse

quence, as Major Levy informs me, of an order to that effect sent him
directly by General Bragg and received last night. I have not seen

the order, and think Major Levy is mistaken in regard to the order being
from General Bragg. It was probably the advice to that effect of Ma
jor-General Maury.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. WALKER,

Major- (fencral. Commanding,
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[Inclosim- Xo. 20.]

ALEXANDRIA. Aurjust 13, 1864.

General E. K. SMITH,
Cotndf/. Trans-MwsiiiSippi Department, Shreveport :

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the llth instant at this place to-day. In reply to your
remarks in reference to crossing troops over the Mississippi River, 1

have to say that I have been unfortunate in my manner of expression
if I have not in my previous correspondence satisfied you as to my -ap

preciation of the importance of such a movement and of the prompt
ness with which it should be executed. I beg to add, however, that
the plan suggested in my letter of the 8th instant for effecting such an
end, to which you refer as &quot; submitted and approved by me,&quot; emanated
from Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, an officer of your staff and chief en

gineer of the department. I have never been in a position to become
acquainted with the resources of the entire department, and if those
resources are inadequate to the execution of the plan of the chief engi

neer, who certainly had the best means of knowing them, the fault that
the plan is &quot;impracticable and visionary&quot; should not be attributed to

me. I trust that my professional career since I have held a command
in this department will show that my military plans have generally
proved neither &quot;impracticable nor visionary.&quot; You state that in your
letter of July 31 the whole disposable force of the district was placed
under my control through General Walker, its commander. By that
letter E understood myself to be placed in commando! the infantry only
of my former command, and I learned from Major-General Walker that
he had received orders to assist and confer with me. Major-General
Walker has extended me his cordial co-operation, but the whole dis

posable force of the district was certainly not placed under my control.

In reference to your suggestion for covering the point selected for cross

ing by cavalry and artillery, I beg to say that my experience in engag
ing the enemy s gun-boats has shown me the futility of attempting to

prevent their passing any batteries we might be able to place upon the
bank. The proposition that gun-boats can pass batteries in navigable
streams has been, 1 think, incontestably proven by experience, and
especially on the Mississippi River, which is almost an inland sea. In

general, a diversion should be made to cover the crossing of an ordi

nary stream in the face of the enemy. It would be more necessary,
therefore, in crossing the Mississippi, and a plan based upon this recog
nized proposition would eminently justify sending the cavalry on a

&quot;distant expedition.&quot; Your letter of July 31- authorized me to send
officers of my staff east of the Mississippi, but it was not until the even

ing of the 7th instant that I received an answer indicating which offi

cers of my former staff yon would permit to remain with me. There
was not a moment s delay in sending them, as almost the whole of my
former command was ordered east of the Mississippi. I fail to appre
ciate the liberality which permitted a portion of. the staff long con
nected with that command to accompany it, and in this connection I

would observe that the orders of General Bragg to me were issued on
the supposition that 1 was still commanding the troops of the District

of West Louisiana, whereas I had been for some weeks removed, even
from the theater of their operations. My correspondence with your
headquarters since you have commanded this department will show
that it has been my constant endeavor to delocalize the operations of

the troops under my command, and so to conduct their movements as



108 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSl88It*J?l. [CftAp. Lrii.

to conduce most powerfully to the success of our comrades-in :arms east
of the Mississippi. With the long-settled conviction which has dic

tated such a course, I cannot be deemed insensible to the importance
of the movement now in contemplation.

I beg to observe, in conclusion, that I do not anticipate accomplish
ing impossibilities, but that not a moment s delay has occurred through
me with the means at my disposal to attempt to carry out the difficult

duty assigned me. The troops are already in position to cross and the

means of crossing en route to their respective destinations. I myself
leave here to-morrow to join the troops.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenan t-Genera I.

CLINTON, LA., August 1-f, 1864. (Via Mobile.)
General BRAXTON BRAGG:
Your dispatch of the 12th received. General Taylor was previously

informed of your wishes. Four thousand infantry will cross the Mis

sissippi River on Thursday, the 18th, at Dolgiu Wall. This comprises
the whole force expected.

THOMAS BUTLER.
[First indorsement.)

Respectfully submitted for the information of the President.

[Second indorsement.
1

General BRAGG:
How can the number of men reported be transferred as two divisions,

or has a change been inadpi
J. D.

[Third indorsement.
]

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Auguxt 22, 1864.

Respectfully returned to His Excellency the President. I have indi

cated to General Taylor that he should cross and assume his new com
mand, but 1 think it better be renewed.
The number of men (4,000) reported in the dispatch within seems to

be the whole force intended to be sent. See copy of cipher telegram of

22d, herewith sent.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

ALEXANDRIA. August 14,

General E. KIRBY SMITH:
GENERAL: Your communication of 12th instant (Xo. 3659) has just

been received, in which you inform me that Major-General Forney is

on his way to this place to report, to me to take command of Walker s

old division.

After stating that you have received letters which lead you to believe

that &quot;serious difficulty will arise&quot; among the troops on General Forney
taking command of that division, you say:

If these apprehensions are well founded, and as this is the only command to which
he can be assigned in the department upon (my) arrival on the east side of the Missis

sippi River (I) will relieve General Forney and order him to report to Richmond.
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While in your letters you profess au anxiety and desire to facilitate
the movement of the troops, you now persist in the assignment of this

officer, in spite of &quot;serious difficulty&quot; which you believe will arise

thereby, and thus add embarrassment in the matter, and direct me when
I shall reach the new department, which is independent of your control
and jurisdiction, to relieve him and order him to Richmond.

&quot;

Obviously,
the only effect of your instructions will be to place General Forney in
command of the troops at the moment when the difficulty of which you
speak would embarrass the important movement, whose success and dis

patch you profess to be desirous of advancing, and thus you wo.uld get
rid of an officer whose services you do not need or desire in your own
department. While you have the right to assign commanders to troops
serving within your military jurisdiction, you certainly have none to
direct disposition of officers in a command separate from and inde

pendent of your own. As soon as the troops reach the bank of the
Mississippi River I shall order General Forney to report to your head
quarters, as I do not require him to cross with the division.

In one of your former letters to me you speak of the influence of

Major-General Walker with his old division, he having been in com
mand of it for nearly two years. In view of this fact, and of his being
in command of the District of West Louisiana, controlling its military
resources and familiar with the dispositions and operations which may
have taken place recently within the district, the dispatch, secrecy, and
efficiency of the movement of crossing the troops would surely have
been promoted by charging him therewith and permitting me to proceed
in the first instance to the Cis-Mississippi, where in command of my
department I could have matured all the arrangements necessary to be
made on that side, and with Major-General Walker in command of his
old division the embarrassments and difficulties referred to in your letter
of the 12th instant would not have arisen.

Inclosed I forward you copy of dispatch in cipher from Capt. T.

Butler, of General Bragg s staff, dated Clinton, La., August 9. I shall
start at once for my command, and after visiting the troops on this

side and inspecting the arrangements for crossing them proceed to the

department to which I have been assigned and make the needful dis-

postions there.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant- General..

[Iiiclosure.J

CLINTON, LA., August .9, 1864.

General Bragg directs that you come across at id assume your new
command as soon as practicable.

THOMAS BUTLER,
Captain, dec.

HEADQUARTERS TttANS-MlSSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, August 15, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR:
GENERAL : By a letter of the 13th instant from General Walker, com

manding the District of West Louisiana, I learn that you contemplate
leaving the troops here under your command and crossing the Missis

sippi. This I positively forbid. Your presence with those troops now
on the eve of crossing is of the greatest importance to the success of the
movement. Should you have received instructions from higher author-
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ity than the commanding officer of this department you will furnish me
with a copy of them, and you will still remain in command of the troops
until further orders, as I shall object to a compliance of those instruc

tions until the crossing of the troops shall have been effected.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KIRBY SMITH,

General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
tihrece-port. August 1:~&amp;gt;,

Maj. (yen. S. B. BUOKNER, District of West Louisiana:

GENERAL: I am directed by General Smith to inclose to you the

accompanying letter to General Taylor.* If the circumstances are true,

as represented by General Walker, as to the movements of General

Taylor, you will hand or cause to be handed to General Taylor the

accompanying letter to him. If not true, you will retain the letter.

I have the honor to be. verv respectfully, &c.,
GUY M. DRYAN,

Major and Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS- M ISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
ILarrisonhurg, August 16, 1861.

Major-General WALKER,
Commanding the District of Western Louisiana:

GENERAL: I will remain with the troops at this point for the pres

ent, and will cross the Mississippi with them unless I receive additional

news or further orders to cross at once. The pontoon-boats have
arrived, and the troops will be moved to a convenient point for crossing
at once. To insure success we require cavalry to picket the immense
extent of country, and I hope none of the cavalry now here will be
moved off until after the movement is over, or at least lias been

attempted. It will also be important for us to have an infantry force

left at hand or in the vicinity of Harrisoubnrg. 1 therefore request
that such portion of &quot;Thomas brigade as is armed will be sent to this

point to hold the country. If Thomas brigade is not in condition to be

moved, cannot Debray s brigade be sent here for this purpose?
I respectfully request that you will forward the substance of this

communication to the department headquarters. I have seen all of the

officers of your old division: they seem to be in tine spirits and well

inclined to undertake the movement.
I am, general, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant-General.

llnrlosiiiv N&amp;lt;&amp;gt;. -J-J.|

NEAR MARRISONIJURG, August i.s, iMi-l 1 n. m.

General E. KIRBY SMITH:

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that information just received

from the Mississippi River satisfies me of the impracticability and im

possibility of crossing any body of troops. The notoriety which the pro

jected movement has obtained has caused the enemy to make such dis

positions of his gun-boats as effectually to defeat the attempt to cross at

or near the point for which arrangements were in progress. 1 have* dis-

*
Iiiclosurr No. 21, next, antr.
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patched to the War Department, at Richmond, it message containing
my views of the impracticability of moving troops from this to the east

bank of the Mississippi, and I shall await at this point further orders
from the War Department on that subject in answer to my dispatch. I

have advised Major-General Wharton to send Parsons cavalry brigade
at once to Arkansas. I beg leave respectfully to submit my opinion,
that if any movement of troops in this department is in contemplation
it should not be delayed on account of the proposed crossing of the in

fantry from this district, which I believe to be at present impossible.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. 11. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant- General.

Major General BUOKNER :

The letter on the other half of this sheet is inclosed in an envelope to

you for your information. After reading be pleased to inclose in another

envelope and forward to General Smith.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant- General.

[Inclosnrc No. j;&amp;gt;.

|

HARRISONBlTR(r, Allf/uxt 7(V, 1W&amp;gt;4.

General E. K. SMITH,
Commanding Trans-Miswixaippl Department :

I have the honor to inform you that I have dispatched the War De
partment to the effect that I consider the crossing of any considerable

body of troops impossible. Accurate observations have, been made of

the enemy s gun-boats between Red River and Vicksburg, and from the
strictness of the guard maintained no success can be anticipated. Later
in the season, when the Mississippi has attained its lowest stage, troops
may be crossed above Vicksburg near Paw Paw Island, where many
difficulties to navigation occur. I consider that the bare attempt to

cross, almost certain to result in failure, will be very prejudicial to the

troops, as many desertions will occur. Meantime not only the troops
to be crossed are kept idle, but all the cavalry and artillery assisting
the movement. These might certainly be of some service elsewhere in

this department. I shall push forward the troops to the vicinity of the
river and use every exertion and precaution to insure success, but I

hope the receipt of my dispatch will induce the War Department to

countermand the order.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
K . TAYLOR,

Lieutenant- General.

XEAR HARRISONBURG, LA.. A.n&amp;lt;inxt AV, /&amp;lt;wv /&amp;gt; . &amp;gt;n.

General E. KIRBY SMITH,

Commanding Trans-M-isftwsippi Department :

GENERAL: Your letter of the 15th instant (No. 3(597) reached me at

a late hour last night by the hands of Captain Foote, of Major-General
Btickner s staff.

On the 14th instant 1 wrote you from Alexandria informing you that
I had been directed by General Bragg, commanding the armies of the
Confederate States, under the direction of the President, to cross the
river and assume command of the department to which 1 had been

assigned. I inclosed a copy of the dispatch ami informed you that I
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should leave Alexandria, and after inspecting
1 the troops and arrange

ments cross the river.

On iny arrival at this place on the night of the ICth instant I found
that the difficulties of effecting the movement of crossing the Mississippi
were greater even than I had anticipated, and being unwilling to cast

unpleasant responsibilities upon other officers, I at once wrote to Major -

General Walker that I should remain on this side and give my personal
attention to crossing the troops. I requested General Walker to forward
to you immediately a eopy of my letter to him. After I reached this

place, the pontoon train having been started across the Ouachita, I re

ceived information that the enemy were, and had been for several days,
aware of the contemplated movement, and had moved their iron-dads
from below, stationing them between Vicksburg and the mouth of Red
River at intervals of about twelve miles, with their other gun-boats con

stantly patrolling between those stations, and not more than four hours
ever elapsed without a gun-boat passing up or down between Vicksburg
and Red River. Deeming the attempt impracticable, and satisfied from

personal observation and unmistakable information that it would result

only in injury to the whole command, I assumed the responsibility of

ordering a suspension of the movement until I could hear further from the
War .Department, at Richmond, dispatching to that effect on yesterday,
and informing you by letter last night of the action which I had taken,
and that I should await at this point an answer to my dispatch. Al
ready several hundred desertions from the infantry corps have taken

place, a majority of which occurred after the suspension of the move
ment, but just prior to its announcement to the troops. Convinced of

the impossibility of crossing, to have marched the troops nearer the
river would have resulted in the loss by desertion of at least one-half
the entire command, and while the object in view would have failed, the

efficiency of the corps, if not destroyed, would in all probability have
been permanently injured. Among the causes which have induced and
aggravated this desertion are the following: The non-payment of the

troops for a period of twelve months, the absence of a very large pro
portion of the field officers of the divisions, recent changes which have
been made among regimental and brigade commanders, and the inac

tivity of the command for the last two months. As an illustration of

the large number of officers who are absent from their commands, I

would cite one brigade (Maclay s) which is commanded by a major and
only one other field officer (a major) present.

I cannot recognize the propriety of expression used in your letter

(No. 3097), in which you state that you &quot;

positively forbid&quot; my crossing
the river, &c., nor the right which you assume of controlling my obedi
ence to orders emanating directly from the President of the Confederate
States through the officer commanding the armies under him. I was
relieved by you from the command of the district to which I had
been assigned by the, President and ordered to tk await his pleasure.&quot;

That pleasure, has been indicated by assignment of me to another com
mand and department. When orders reach me from the President I

shall obey them, or if in my judgment on the ground delay or suspen
sion are necessary I shall be governed by my discretion, advising the

proper authority of my reasons therefor.

The mode and channel in which the Commander-in-Chief conveys his

orders and instructions to me, if objectionable to you, are matters Which

you must yourself arrange with the, higher authority.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant- General.
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA,
Alexandria, August 20, 1864.

Brigadier-General BOGGS,
Chief of Staff, Department Headquarters:

GENERAL : I am in receipt of information from Major-General Whar-
ton, dated 19th instant, to the effect that large numbers of men from
Walker s and Poliguac s divisions have deserted (200 from the latter
with arms). At the suggestion of General Wharton I have directed

cavalry to be distributed at the various ferries from Cotile to Grand
Ecore to intercept the deserters. If you have any troops disposable
for similar service between Grand Ecore and Shreveport I would re

spectfully request that they be so employed.
I am, general, your obedient servant,

S. B. BUCKNER,
Major- General, Commanding.

SHREVEPORT, LA., August 21, 1864.

PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond, Va. :

SIR: I have the honor to report that the general commanding the

department has been sick for the last ten days with an attack of acute

dysentery. Being very weak, he directs me to write you as follows:

I was very much surprised at receiving your telegram informing me that no order
was on file directing the infantry of my command to cross the Mississippi River.
Your telegram implies that I should have followed the enemy s troops lately operat
ing in this department, and that I was expected to so employ my forces as to prevent
him at least from re-enforcing the armies of Grant and yhermau.

I beg leave to submit the following rdsuine of events which have transpired since

my arrival in this department, as also my plans for the last campaign, and the reasons

why I was unable to detain longer the armies opposed to me:
After I reached the department, and before 1 could become fully acquainted with

the character and position of the troops, the operations against Vicksburg and Port
Hudson absorbed all my attention. Banks rirst raid, in which he overpowered
General Taylor at Camp Bislaud. swept through the most productive portions of
Louisiana and caused the loss of our works controlling the navigation of the Red
River and Atchafalaya. This was subordinate to the investment of Port Hudson.

I made the best disposition I could of my troops to aid in the relief of Vicksburg
and Port Hudson.
General Taylor, with Walker s division drawn from Arkansas, moved secretly up

the Teusas in transports, and landing a few miles from where Grant crossed the Mis
sissippi River, attempted a coup de main upon his communications. The enterprise
succeeded, but did not produce the important results anticipated, Grant having pre
viously acquired a base of supplies upon the Yazoo River.
General Taylor now moved into the L,i Fourche country, where he operated suc

cessfully in interrupting the navigation of the Mississippi River between Port Hud-
sou and New Orleans. His position became perilous after the fall of Port Hudson,
and he recrossed Berwick Bay.
General Holmes reported that it was practicable for him to take Helena, and per

mission was given him to attempt it. The position was unsuccessfully assailed on
the 4th of .July. The enemy subsequently advanced. General Price abandoned Lit
tle Rock, and our forces fell back to Camdeu.

In the fall of 1863 the enemy made two attempts upon Texas. In the first he
lauded at the mouth of the Sabiue, where, by the gallantry of a single company
occupying a small fort, he was beaten, two of his gun-boats captured, and his design
frustrated. He then concentrated a column at Berwick Bay in the season of low
water, intending to proceed along the coast, drawing his supplies from its numerous
inlets. I met this by placing Magruder s small force at the Sabine, holding Taylor
on his Hank. The latter, by avoiding a general engagement, while he harassed
and menaced his communications, caused him to retire, when by a brilliant rear

guard action General Green punished him severely. Banks then commenced his

8 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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series of grand maneuvers upon the whole length of the coast of Texas. Genial
Green s division was transferred to Galveston and the mouth of the Brazos to meet
a powerful force landed on Matagorda Peninsula. Throughout the winter General

Magruder was occupied in foiling the designs of the enemy, Tvho, numerically, was

greatly his superior.
This brings me to the point of time when the spring campaign opened, and I beg

you to remark the position of the opposing forces. My liuea extended from the Indian

Territory, through Arkansas, to the Mississippi and down to the morth of the Red
River, thence by the Atchafalaya to Berwick Bay, and from thenca by the coast to

the Colorado. A small body of troops was engaged in observing the enemy at

Brownsville. My forces were massed in three principal bodies, to wit, under Ma
gruder, opposite Banks, on Matagorda Peninsula; under Price, confronting Steele;
under Taylor, holding the lower Red River.
The immense transportation of the enemy admitted of his taking the initiative

with his entire force at any moment against any portion of my extended lines,

while my limited transportation and the wide distances which separated my com
mands made it impossible to effect rapid concentration or assume the offensive. My
tonly alternative was to wait the development of the enemy s plans, to retire before

him until I effected my concentrations, and to endeavor to maneuver to throw the

principal mass, if not my whole force, against one of his columns.
As I wrote you in the fall of 1863, I was satisfied that the line of Red River would

be the line of his principal attack, because, as I then said, when the water rose HO as

to admit his gun-boats, he could employ his powerful naval armament in conjunction
with the advance of his infantry column. In accordance with this view, I had estab

lished last fall subsistence and forage depots along the roads through the barren

country between Texas and Red River and between (Jamden and Natchitoches.

I omitted to state that I had been obliged to keep a force in the Indian Territory
to hold in check several thousand men under Thayer at Fort Smith, and to cover
Northern Texas, filled with disloyal people. The water in the beginning of Febru

ary being in a stage to admit gun-boats into Red River, General Banks suddenly
transferred his force to New Orleans and Berwick Bay, leaving but 6,000 or 8,000
men in Matagorda Peninsula, who subsequently .joined him at Alexandria after the
retreat from Mansfield. Between the 21st and 26th of February I directed General

Magruder to hold Green s division in constant marching order. Qn the 6th of March
the division was ordered to move with dispatch to join General Taylor, who was
embarrassed for want of cavalry. On the 12th of March a body of 8,000 or 10,000

men, composed of portions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, under
General A. J. Smith, moved down from Vicksburg to Sitnsport, and subsequently
advanced with such celovity on Fort De Russy, taking it in reverse, that General

Taylor was not allowed time to concentrate and cover this most important work, our

only means of arresting the progress of the gun-boats. The fall of the work and
the immediate movement of the enemy by means of his transports to Alexandria

placed General Taylor in a very embarrassing situation. He extricated himself,
with his characteristic tact, by a march of seventy miles through the pine woods.
Banks now pressed forward from Berwick Bay by the line of the Teche, and by

the aid of steamers both on the Mississippi and Red Rivers concentrated at Alex
andria a force of 30,000 men, supported by the most powerful naval armament
ever employed on a river.

As soon as I had received intelligence of the debarkation of the enemy at Sims-

port, I ordered General Price to dispatch his entire infantry to Shreveport, and
General Maxey to move toward Price, and when Steele advanced, to join Price with
his whole command, Indians included. The cavalry east of the Ouachita was directed
to fall back toward Natchitoches and subsequently to oppose, as far as possible,
the advance of the enemy s fleet. It was under command of General Liddell. All

disposable infantry detachments in Texas were directed on Marshall; and although
the enemy still had a force of several thousand on the coast, I reduced the number
of men holding the defenses to an absolute minimum. General Magruder s field

report shows that but 2,300 men were left in the entire District of Texas. Except
these, every effective soldier in the department was put in front of Steele or in sup
port of Taylor. When this was accomplished the disparity in numbers was fright
ful. Taylor had at Mansfield, after the junction of Green. 11,000 effectives, with

5,000 infantry from Price s army in one day s march from him at Keachie. Price,
with 6,000 or 8,000 cavalry, was engaged in impeding the advance of Steele, whose
column did not number less than 15,000 of all arms.
Banks pushed on to Natchitoches. It was expected he would be detained there

several days in accumulating supplies. Steele, on the Little Missouri, and Banks,
at Natchitoches. were either but about 100 miles from Shreveport or Marshall.
The character of the country did not admit of their forming a junction above Nat
chitoches, and if they advanced equally I hoped by refusing one to fight the other
with my whole force. It seemed probable at this time that Steele would come up
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first. When lie reached Prairie D Ane two routes were open to him the one to Mar
shall crossing the river at Fulton, the other direct to Shreveport. I consequently
held Price s infantry a few days at Shreveport, when Steele s hesitation and the

reports of the advance of Banks cavalry caused me to move it to Keachie, a point
twenty miles in rear of Mansfield, on the road where it divides to go to Marshall and
Shreveport. It was directed to report to General Taylor. I now visited and con
ferred with General Taylor. Neither believed that Banks could get advanced his

infantry across the barren country stretching between Natchitoches and Mans
field. I returned to Shreveport and wrote to General Taylor, instructing him to
choose a position in which to fight, and move a reconnaissance in force and compel
the enemy to display his infantry; to notify me as soon as he had done so, and I

would join him in the front. I hoped to derive an element of morale from the
arrival of Churchill s command and my own presence at the moment of action. The
reconnaissance was converted into a decisive engagement with the advance corps
of the enemy (a portion of the Thirteenth and his cavalry), and by the rare intre

pidity of Mouton s division resulted in a complete victory over the forces engaged.
General Taylor pushed forward his troops in pursuit, met, engaged, and repulsed
the Nineteenth Corps, which was hastening to the support of the Thirteenth
Corps. Price s infantry came up from Keachie that night. The next morning our
whole army advanced and found the enemy in position at Pleasant Hill. Our troops
attacked with vigor and at first with success, but by a superiority of numbers were
finally repulsed and thrown into confusion. The Missouri and Arkansas troops,
with a brigade of Walker s division, were broken and scattered. The enemy recov
ered cannon which we had captured, and two of our pieces were left in his hands.
To my great relief I found in the morning that the enemy had fallen back during
the night. 11(5 continued his retreat to Grand Ecore, where he intrenched himself
and remained until the return of his fleet and its passage over the bars, made espe
cially difficult this season by the unusual fall of the river. The question may be
asked why the enemy was not pursued at once. I answer, because our troops were
completely paralyzed by the repulse at Pleasant Hill, and the cavalry, worn by the
long march from Texas, had been constantly engaged for three days, almost without
food or forage.

Before we could reorganize at Mansfield and get into condition to advance over the

fifty-five miles of the wilderness which separated the armies, the enemy was re-en
forced and intrenctied at Grand Ecore. If we could not whip him at Pleasant Hill
in a fair fight, it would have been madness to have attacked him at Grand Ecore in
his iutreuchments, supported by a formidable fleet of gun-boats. No sustained oper
ations for dislodging him could be undertaken, because it was impossible to trans

port supplies for the entire army from Shreveport, distant 100 miles. The enemy held
possession of the river until he evacuated Grand Ecore. A large steam-boat which
had been sunk in the narrowest part of the channel for the purpose of obstructing
the passage upward of this lleet had to be removed before the river could again be
used. Here occurred the most perplexing movement of the campaign to me. Should
I with the bulk of my forces pursue Banks until he left the Red River Valley, or
should I march against Steele, who threatened my depots and workshops, the loss
of which would well nigh have closed operations in this department? I determined
upon the latter, and lor the following reasons:

I have stated that my original plan was. if possible, to mass my whole force

against a single column of the enemy. This had been done successfully against
Banks. Steele was still slowly advancing from the Little Missouri to the Prairie
D Ane. I deemed it imprudent to follow Banks below Grand Ecore and leave Steele
so near Shreveport. Were 1 able to throw Banks across the Atchafalaya, the high
water of that stream would arrest my further progress. If Red River continued to
fall it seemed probable that Banks would be compelled to withdraw to Alexandria.
It was hoped that the falls would detain him there until we could finish Steele, when
the entire force of the department would be frees to operate against him.

I confidently hoped that if I could reach Steele with my infantry to beat him at a
distance from his depot, in a poor country, and with my large cavalry force destroy
his army. The prize would have been the Arkansas Valley and the fortifications of
Little Rock, now too strong to be taken by either siege or assault with any force at

my command. By the time my infantry reached Shreveport Steele had moved by
his left tlank to Camden. He held the fortifications we had constructed there.

They were strong.
I could not think of allowing Steele time to establish himself finally in Camdeu.

I moved upon the place. The enemy abandoned it. I pursued, overtook, and beat
him at the Saline. I failed to accomplish what I had reasonably hoped for, but suc
ceeded in driving Steele from the valley of the Ouachita. with signal loss of men and
material, and left myself free to move my entire force to the support of Taylor.

After the enemy left Grand Ecore, General Taylor attacked his rear at Cloutier-

ville, while a part of his force held his front in check at Mouett s Ferry.
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General Taylor s force was too weak to warrant the hope that he could success

fully impede the march of Banks column. After the latter reached Alexandria

Taylor transferred part of his command to the river below Alexandria, and with
unparalleled audacity and great ability so operated on the enemy s gun-boats and
transports as to compel him, with a force quadruple his own, to abandon that im
portant position.
A temporary rise in Red River enabled Admiral Porter to get his fleet over the

Falls. Had ho delayed but one week longer our whole infantry would have been
with Taylor.
Some idea may be formed of the, character of our operations when it is stated that

Walker s division, from the opening of the campaign at Siuisport to the time of its

arrival at Alexandria, a period of about two months, marched 700 miles and fought
three pitched battles.

Information having been received that A. J. Smith s command was proceeding up
the Mississippi River, I threw Marmaduke across from Camden to dispute its prog
ress. He attacked the licet, disabled or destroyed three of its boats, compelled it

to halt and land its infantry, which he engaged for several hours.
Here ends a campaign in which, with a force of 25,000 men, all told, in the entire

department, I drove back whence they came armies 60,000 strong, supported by an
enormous fleet, inflicting immense loss in both men and material. It is not dimcult

to understand that at its close my forces required rest and reorganization.
Banks

,
or rather Cauby s, army remained for some time at Morganza, a strongly

fortified position, and occupied at this time by a large force. The Atehafalaya still

afforded sufficient water for the use of gun-boats, no operations could be undertaken
across that stream.
You say that I should have followed the movements of the enemy. This was

simply impossible. The Nineteenth Army Corps was sent to New York or Washing
ton. The portions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, under A. J. Smith, were
withdrawn to Memphis, delayed, as I have said, for a few days by Marmaduke,
while the Thirteenth Corps was dissolved by order of Mr. Lincoln, thus leaving in

Louisiana, so far as we could ascertain, the re-enlisted men of the Thirteenth Corps
and the Corps D Afrique.

I should have mentioned that by a captured dispatch it was ascertained that the
command of A.,I. Smith received on the 5th of April orders to immediately join Sher
man at Vicksburg. The operations of Taylor on Red River and Marmaduke on the

Mississippi prevented Smith from executing this movement until the middle of June,
or for a period of more than sixty days.

I had not sufficient reason to believe that there remained a large force disposable
for an attack on Mobile. How could I employ my command so as to attract a large
force from either Sherman or Grant, or prevent a movement on Mobilef First, no
demonstration could be made on New Orleans because of the Mississippi River. Any
operations in tho La Fourche country would necessarily be hazardous with the enemy
at Morganza; would have been barren of military results ; would have ravaged a

country from which we should have been obliged to withdraw whenever the water
rose.

In tho second place, if I had seized a point on the Mississippi River with a view of

causing the enemy to send a large force to dislodge me the al tempt would have
failed unless I had had guns sufficiently heavy to contend with iron-dads. Had I

had these my entire army would have been committed to their defense, and the
ultimate result would probably have been a repetition of the Vicksburg and Port
Hudson atfairs.

There remained a third plan. viz. to push a large cavalry force into Missouri and

support the movement by occupying my infantry in operations against Steele.

Should he weaken himself to defend Saint Louis I might possibly take his works at

Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and Devall s Bluff, and recover the State of Arkansas. If

he proved too strong for me I would be at hand to help Price extricate himself in

case of failure or disaster. This plan I was putting in execution, and had it not

been for the telegrams of Generals Bragg and Lee, herewith inclosed, my infantry
would have been now in the Arkansas Valley and Price would have been entering
Missouri.

1 have written thus at length in advance of my report, delayed by being unable
to get the reports of my subordinate commanders, because I learn that my policy
and plans have been much discussed at Richmond, and that it has been charged that

but for my errors much more important results Avould have been achieved. In this

connection I have only to icmark that I have honestly done what appeared to me to

be right and proper. I claim that my combinations have resulted in great successes,
and beg to doubt whether more could have been accomplished under a different

system of operations.
Certain it is that my heart overflowed with thankfulness when I realized the

fact that the valor and good conduct of the officers and men of my command had
enabled me to oppose and overcome the vast armies moving against me.
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I care not for the censure of those who allege that I have exhibited a want of

capacity. You, Mr. President, have honored me with your confidence, of which I

am proud. I beg if at any time I lose this that you will relieve rne of the weighty
responsibilities with which I arn now intrusted. I will always gladly serve in any
other tield or position to which you may see tit to assign me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. A. SMITH,

Medical Direcior General Hospitals, Trans- Mi.winai.ppi department.

CLINTON. LA.. AuguMt 22, 1804.

(Via .Mobile.)

General BRAXTON BRAGG:

Dispatch just received from General Taylor, dated Harrisonburg,
August 18. He desires me to inform you that he considers the move
ment of troops across the Fiver impracticable. Might be done five [sic]
when the river is at its lowest stage and above Vicksburg. At present
the movement simply keeps the troops attempting it idle. Wishes
your further instructions on the subject as soon as possible and asks if

he himself must now cross without troops.
THOMAS BUTLER.

[Inclosure No. 24.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shrcrcporl. La., August 22^ 18(&amp;gt;4.

Lieutenaiit-General TAYLOR,
Harriitonburg, La. :

GENERAL : You will immediately suspend the movement of the troops
across the Mississippi River. The two infantry divisions under your
command will be marched without delay and take position near Mon
roe, La., on the Ouachita. You are yourself relieved from the command,
and will proceed across the Mississippi River in compliance with the

telegram of General Cooper, dated Richmond, July 18, 1804, a copy of

which is herewith inclosed.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith :

W. R. BOGGS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

[Sub-iiiclosnre.j

MONTGOMERY, July 22, ISM.
Colonel GOBER. or

COMMANDING OFFICER :

Send following dispatch at once to General E. Kirby Smith:

RICHMOND. Jnly 18. 1864.

General E. K. SMITH:

The President directs that you will order Lieut. Gen. Dick Taylor (if his services

can be dispensed with in the Trans-Mississippi Department) to this side of the Mis

sissippi River, with instructions to report to this office by telegraph from the nearest

telegraph station in communication with Richmond.
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector-General.

S. D. LEE.
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
8hreveport, La., August 22, 1864.

Maj. Gen. 8. B. BUCKNER, Commanding, &e. :

GENERAL: In reply to your letter (No. 1007) dated August 20 I

am directed by the general commanding to say that yon bad best send
word at once to the command that they are not to cross the river; also,

to have the men intercepted informed to the same effect, and that it

they will return at once to duty no notice will be taken of their absence.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. II. BOGGS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of titaff.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreriport, La., Auymt 4?, 1864.

Major-General BUCKNER, Commanding, tkc. :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to inclose herewith
the copy of a letter to Lieutenant-General Taylor,* and to direct that

you make disposition for the maintenance of the troops near Monroe;
that you will find a large amount of supplies can be draAvn from the

Ouachita and Bartholomew. Parsons brigade has already been ordered
to the District of Arkansas, and that two brigades of Major s division

directed to hold themselves in readiness to march in the same direction

as soon as the movement across the Mississippi had been effected. It

is not advisable to take General Bagby from his division. The senior

officer can command Major s division, which should move immediately
in the neighborhood of Monticello, and there report to the commanding
officer of the District of Arkansas. General Wharton should accom

pany the division and take command of all the cavalry in the District

of Arkansas.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. K. BOGGS,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

HARRISONBURG. Auymt 25, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. B. BUCKNER,
Commanding District of West Louisiana :

GENERAL: I received last night dispatch from General Bragg, dated
Kichmond, August 22, as follows:

Proceed to Meridian, the headquarters of your department, where staff and orders

await you. Affairs at Mobile require prompt awl immediate attention; a great need
of veteran troops here. No enemy, but a few negroes, remain in New Orleans.

The following dispatch has also been received by me:

RICHMOND, Au{junt 1;?, 1864.

Capt. THOMAS BUTLER,
Aide-de-Camp :

He should cross immediately and enter at once on his new command. He can aid

the troops as well from this side as the other. Give prompt notification. His aides.

adjutant-general, and inspector-general mav accompany him.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

Col. I. F. Harrison, commanding Sub-District of North Louisiana,
was with me last night. lie submitted to me his plan, the correspond-

* Inclosure No. 24, p. 117.
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ence, &c., relative to getting possession of the Federal gun-boats. A
possibility exists that it may be successful. As the matter will be

developed in a few days at the farthest, I shall await the result and
cross such troops as it may be possible. In the meantime the forces

have been removed to points where they will be in position to avail

themselves of any opportunity which may present itself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant- General.

p. s. I send you latest dispatches from other side of the river, just
received.

KIRK S FERRY, August 27, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. B. BUCKNER,
Commanding the District of Western Louisiana :

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication of the 24th instant, inclosing copies of orders from the head

quarters of the Trans-Mississippi Department.
I forwarded to you from Harrisonburg, on the 25th instant, copies of

dispatches from the War Department, setting forth the urgent need of

veteran troops at Mobile, and at the same time I wrote you as to the

possibility of effecting the movement of crossing, depending upon the

success of the gun-boat scheme of Col. I. F. Harrison.

If the scheme is successful and the plan can be carried out, it will

be attempted on Wednesday night, 31st instant. To-day I shall be
enabled to decide as to making the attempt. Should it be abandoned

to-day, the troops will move to-morrow on the road between the Oua-
chita and Tensas (an abandoned country) to Monroe, and if the attempt
fail on Wednesday night, the troops will be in such position that they
can at once move under the command of Major-General Wharton to

Monroe by the route above indicated. I trust I shall see you in this

vicinity before Wednesday. If the troops cannot be crossed at the

time mentioned I shall at once proceed to the other side of the Missis

sippi River.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant- General.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,

Richmond, September o
,
1864. (Received October 18.)

General E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding, &c. :

GENERAL: I am directed by General Bragg to inclose a copy of a

telegram from Lieutenant-General Taylor, dated Harrisonburg, La.,

August 25, 1804. You will please report any and every action you
may have taken in regard to General Taylor s movements since the

orders sent him from these headquarters in July last, and send copies
of your orders.

I am, general, very respectfully,
JXO. B. SALE,

Colonel and Military Secretary.
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[Inclosure.]

PlARRISONBURG, LA., AlKJUSt 25. 18(14.

(Via Clinton and Mobile 31st.)
General B. BRAGG :

I would have been over four weeks ago but was positively forbidden

by the department commander, General E. Kirbv Smith.
R.&quot; TAYLOR.

Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA,

Brig. Gen. W. R. BOGGS.
Chief of Staff, Shrereport, La. :

GENERAL: I received your communication with reference to the

deserters from Walker s and Polignac s divisions suggesting that it

might be well to offer at once a pardon to the offenders. After visiting
the troops and conferring with the commanders. I am satisfied that

such a course at present would destroy the discipline of the command.
The cases were more flagrant than I thought or than you have been
led to suppose, amounting in at least one instance to an open mutinous
outbreak under arms, encouraged, as it is believed, by a few officers.

The ringleaders are being tried. In the punishment awarded it will be

proper to make a distinction between the captured and those who vol

untarily surrendered, and I will make that distinction iu acting upon
the sentences.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. B. BITOKXER,

Major- General, Commanding.

RICHMOND. VA., September /.-;. 1804.

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN :

e

After an examination of the correspondence between General E.

Kirby Smith and Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor, on the subject of crossing

troops from the. District of Western Louisiana, as requested by you, at

the instance of the President, I have the honor to submit the follow

ing statement relative to the command of those troops, and especially
of Walker s division :

On the 31st of July General Smith wrote to Lieutenaut-General Tay
lor on the subject, and used the following language: &quot;I have left it

optional with General Walker to resume the command of his old divis

ion or remain in this department.&quot;

On the 1st of August General Smith wrote to General Walker sug

gesting the propriety of his taking temporary command of the troops
to aid in the crossing of them under General Taylor, but leaving this

optional with him. Of this last letter (August 1) General Taylor
received no copy it was a letter from the department to the district

commander.
On the 3d of August General Walker was ordered from department

headquarters to assume command of the District of Texas, Xew Mex
ico, &c. On the 8th or 9th of August Major-General Forney was
ordered by General E. Kirby Smith to the command of Walker s

division.
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On the 12th of August General Smith wrote to General Taylor
informing him that General Forney left Slirevepovt this morning
for the purpose of taking command of Walker s old division

;
and

further, I (General Smith) have just received information which has
led me to believe that if General Forney assumes command of that
division serious difficulty will arise. If my apprehensions are well

grounded, as soon as the troops reach the east bank of the Mississippi
River you will relieve him from command of the division and order him
to report to Richmond.&quot;

On the 14th of August Lieutenant-General Taylor wrote to General
Smith, in answer to the letter of the 12th, setting forth the impropriety
of placing General Forney in the command, under the circumstances,
and the embarrassment which would result from carrying out General
Smith s instructions in regard to that officer: also urging the policy
and propriety of placing General Walker in command of the division.

Copies of these letters are in the hands of General Bragg.
I am. sir. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILL.M. LEVY,
Asfit.

A&amp;lt;ljt.
and fnKj). (ten.. Xtaff of Lieutenant-General Taylor.

[Indorsement.]

SEPTEMBEB 15, 1804.

&quot;Respectfully referred to the President.
It seems that General Smith, after writing to General Taylor on the

31st of .July, left it optional with General Walker, by his letter of the
1st of August, whether he should take command of his old division,
and then on the 3d of August countermanded all he had done and
sent General Walker to Texas.

J. P. BENJAMIN.

SELMA.
General B. BRAGG :

I have just ascertained that General E. Kirby Smith issued an order

pardoning all the men who deserted from his army when ordered across
the river; This after I had captured most of the deserters. Under
these circumstances it seems to me to be useless to send further orders
to cross the troops.

R. TAYLOR,
L ie uten an t- Genera I.

{
First indorsement,

j

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Richmond. October .-&amp;gt;, 18(i-l.

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
This unfortunate order renders any further attempt to cross the

troops useless.

BRAXTOX BRAGG,
General.

[Second Indorsement.)

OCTOBER
.&quot;&amp;gt;,

18(54.

Respectfully submitted to the President for his consideration and for

instructions.

J. A. SEDDON.
Secretary of \Var.
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[Third indorseuutut.
|

OCTOBER 7, 1804.

SECRETARY OF WAR:
Require General Smith to explain Iris conduct. As set forth it is a

premium to desertion, for the purpose of evading
1 an order to cross the

river in pursuit of the enemy, and sustains the idea of defending
1 a sec

tion of the Confederacy at the expense of the cause for which the States
are associated.

JEFFX DAVIS.
[Fourth indorsement.)

OCTOBER JO. 1864.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL :

Address to General Smith the inquiries suggested by the President s

indorsement.
,J. A. SEDDOX,

Secretary of War.
[Fifth indorsement.]

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL S OFFICE,
October !:-!, 1864.

Respectfully referred to General E. K. Smith for report under the
indorsement of the President.

By order of Adjutant and Inspector General:
JOHN W. RIELY,

Assitstnn t A djutant- General.

[Sixth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Hhreveport, December 6, 1864.

Respectfully returned. The within is a misrepresentation. There
was no order published either by myself or any subordinate commander
pardoning all or any of the men who deserted when the troops were
ordered across the river. Prompt measures were taken to arrest and

punish the deserters. The ringleaders were tried, convicted, and shot.

In acting on any communication personal to myself from General Tay
lor I beg the President to remember that General Taylor s systematic
misrepresentation of my motives and acts exhibit a violence and preju
dice restrained neither by respect tor himself nor his superiors.

E. KIRBY SMITH,
General.

SHREVEPORT, October
&amp;lt;s,

1864.

His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES:
The crossing of the troops having failed after every effort, they were

moved into Arkansas in support of Price s expedition into Missouri.

Dispatches forwarded August 28 and September 13 explain fully.
This has caused the enemy to send from Mobile and Tennessee over

20,000 men, who now occupy a menacing attitude, requiring all my force

to oppose them. Canby has assumed the offensive on the Atchafalaya
with a force of near 8,000, and Steele, re-enforced, is making demonstra
tions with over 20,000 in Arkansas. If the necessities east of the Mis

sissippi are so urgent as to require sacrifices 1 would recommend that
all the troops in this department be ordered across, and that no half

measures be adopted endangering the loss of this department without

giving substantial aid to the army east of the river.

E. K. SMITH,
General, Commanding.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Wr., December 7, 1864.

General HARDEE, Savannah:

Transmit by the most rapid means the following dispatch to General

E. Kirby Smith :

General E. KIKBY SMITH, Shreveport :

If practicable cross troops to aid General Hood or divert forces from operating

against him in Tennessee. If crossing be impracticable, can you not make some di

version to withdraw troops of the enemy to the Trans-Mississippi f We. have intelli

gence that Steele, with 15.000 men, had reached Memphis and was proceeding to aid

Thomas, commanding the enemy s operations against Hood. The campaign in the

Trans-Mississippi lias ceased or been abandoned. While the enemy concentrates east

of the river the- co-operation of your forces should in some form avail us.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

RICHMOND, YA., December 21, 1864.

General E. KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department :

GENERAL : Your letter of August 21 has been received, and also

copies of your correspondence, with General R. Taylor relative to cross

ing the, Mississippi River with troops, and copies of telegrams received

from officers on this side the Mississippi in regard to it. 1 stated to you
in a telegram of August 8 that no record was to be found in my office

or that of the Bureau of Orders and Correspondence of a dispatch

ordering the erossing of General Taylor s infantry, though you had
been called on to follow the enemy s movements as far as practicable.
General Bragg being at Columbus, Ga., and aware of my views of the

importance of re-enforcements from the Trans-Mississippi Department,
and authorized by me to make such arrangements as the exigency of

the case might require, sent a telegram to cross the infantry designated,
and if practicable some others. Had your telegram of July 30 ad
verted to the channel of its communication it would have apprised me
of the order having been issued by virtue of a general authority with
which 1 had invested General Bragg; but neither the telegram nor

your letter of August 21, replying to my telegram of August 8, afforded

a clue to that fact. It was, therefore, only on subsequent investiga
tion that the manner in which you received the order was discovered.

It is to be regretted that the withdrawal of so large a portion of the

army of the enemy, heretofore employed in the Trans-Mississippi De
partment, and their concentration against our forces on this side of the

Mississippi River with such unfortunate results to us, was not either

promptly met by the forwarding of re-enforcements from you, or that in

the Trans-Mississippi Department such vigorous measures did not rap
idly follow your victories in April as would have prevented the enemy
from sending troops to re-enforce his armies elsewhere, and perhaps
would have created an effectual diversion.

The events of last summer and fall are known to you. The inad

equacy of the part of our forces on the east side of the Mississippi to

contend with those of the enemy as now again concentrated you cannot
fail to have realized, and it is hoped that you will spare no efforts to

afford assistance where it is so much needed for the maintenance of the

common defense. Your various promotions and assignments to high
and responsible duties furnish the best evidence of my confidence in
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your zeal and ability. I have not failed to appreciate the tendency of
a commander whose mind is properly concentrated upon the necessities
of his own position to overlook the wants which may exist elsewhere,
and the possibility of his supplying

1 them. We have one cause, one

country, and the States have been confederated to unite their power
for the defense of each. I no more doubt now than heretofore your
earnest desire to promote the common welfare and to sacrifice every per
sonal consideration to that end, and, as heretofore, have only sought to
inform you of the public necessity, relying

1 on your patriotism as far as
was practicable to meet it. The superior numbers of the enemy render

vigilance and rapid concentration peculiarly essential to our condition.
With the hope -that Divine power may endow you with wisdom to

see what is right, and that we may hereafter rejoice together in the final

success of our country s cause, and with my best wishes for your per
sonal welfare and happiness,

1 am, very respectfully and truly, yours.
JEFE X DAVIS.

RICHMOND, VA., Jim-vary ::i. ls&amp;lt;i:~&amp;gt;.

General E. KIRBY SMITH, Shreveport, La. :

Since my last letter to you reiterating the proposition for you to send
such force as you could spare to the east side of the Mississippi Iliver.

the enemy has continued to withdraw troops from the west to the east
and is now moving a large force from Tennessee to Virginia.
Under these circumstances I think it advisable that you should be

charged with military operations on both banks of the Mississippi, and
that you should endeavor, as promptly as possible, to cross that river

with as large a force as may be prudently withdrawn from your present
department.

Please answer immediately, that I may know what to expect.
.1EFFERSOX DAVIS.

JULY 23-24, 1864 Operations in Randolph County, Mo., with skirmishes at

Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th).

ItSPORTS.

No. 1. Col. Edwin C. Catherwood. Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.
No. 2. Lieut. Klieiie/or Knapp, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Col. Edicin ( . Cathertcood, fti.rth Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

MACON, July X3, 1864.

They are fighting at Allen. I have sent KM) men to re-enforce the
militia. Operator says rebel re-enforcements just coming, but will

hold out.

E. (\ CATHEEWOOD,
Colonel. Command-ing.

Col. O. D. GREENE.
Assistant Adjutant- Gen era I.
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Report of Lieut. Ebenezer Knapp, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Glaaffotc, Mo., September 1, 1864.

GENERAL.: L have the honor to report that on Saturday, July 23,

18(&amp;gt;4,
while at Allen. Kamlolph County, Mo., in command of a detach

ment of forty men from this post, 1 was attacked by guerrillas, com
manded, by Bill Anderson, with nearly double my force. The attack
was repelled without the loss of any men, but with the loss of Gov
ernment horses (killed) and 7 horses belonging to citizens, which had
been pressed for the expedition. On the following day, at Huntsville,

Randolph County, Mo., a second attack was made on my command, in

which 3 Government horses were killed or lost and 1- horses of private
citizens lost or killed. We also lost - men killed John Nieholls,

private. Company A, Forty-sixth liegiment Missouri State Militia,

and John Daniels, private (blacksmith), of Company II, Seventeenth
Illinois Cavalry.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
E. KNAPP;

Second Lieut, Company G&amp;lt; /Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

Adjutant-General THOMAS,
War Department, Washington, /&amp;gt;. C.

JULY 23-OCTOBER 10, 1864. Expedition to Southwestern New Mexico.

Report of Lieut. Col. kelson H. 7)apis, Assistant Inspector- General, U. 8.

Army.

INSPECTOR-GENERAL S DEPT., DEPT. OF NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. Mex., October 17, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit herewith for the information
of the department commander a report of the expedition recently under

my command, organized pursuant to instructions from department
headquarters, dated July 21, 1804, as auxiliary to, but independent of,

the Apache Expedition under Col. E. A. Itigg, to scout the southwest
ern part of New Mexico, southeast border of Arizona, and along the

boundry line between the United States and Mexico, for Indians, in

which section of country it was currently believed many Apaches lived,

and to which it was supposed others had tied in consequence of the

campaigns against them north of the Gila lliver, and to examine this

country with regard to its mineral, agricultural, and pastoral resources,
as well as for military purposes.

Leaving Santa Fe July _f3, 1 proceeded directly to Las Cruces,
N. Mex., and Franklin, Tex., and made upon Col. G. W. Bowie,
commanding District of Arizona, and Maj. William McCleave, dis

trict quartermaster, requisitions for troops, employes, supplies, trans

portation, &c., necessary to organize and lit out the expedition,
which were promptly and satisfactorily met. The entire force was
comprised of detachments which came from San Elizario and Frank

lin, Tex., from Las Cruces and Camp Mimbres, X. Mex., consisting
of the following detail, viz: Capt. J. II. Whitlock and thirty-two
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enlisted men of his company (F), Fifth California Volunteers; Second
Lieut, li. Hudson, Fifth California Volunteers, and thirty- five enlisted

men of Company B, same regiment; Second Lieut. J. F. Hutchinsou,
First California Cavalry (acting assistant quartermaster and assistant

commissary of subsistence), and sixteen enlisted men of Companies A.
F, G, and M, same regiment; Asst. Surg. J. Q. Adams, U. S. Volun
teers; citizen employes as teamsters, herders, guides, &c., which assein

bled at Fort Cummings, Cook s Springs, August 5, and on the follow

ing day took up its line of march en route as follows: South to the

Florida Mountains; thence south-southeast to the Ojos los Adjuntos
(Palomas Springs); thence west-northwest to Carrizalillo Spring;
thence nearly south to Mosquito Springs; thence south-southwest to

Alamo Hueco Mountains, and to the springs of the same name on the

west side of this range. Here the wagons with a guard, under Lieu
tenant Hutchinson, remained in camp, and two detachments with pack
animals were organized. With one under Lieutenant Hudson I proceeded
north to and along the west slope of Hatchet Mountain to the north

end, and ascended this mountain, while Captain Whitlock and Doctor
Adams with the other detachment proceeded west-northwest to, crossed

the Sierra de las Animas Mountains to the west side of this range and
to its north end, and on the sixth day these detachments assembled at

the wagon camp, moved fifteen miles southwest from Alamo Hueco

Spring as previously ordered. From here with Captain Whitlock and
a detachment I proceeded to the La Sierra de los Espuelos (Spur Moun
tains), fourteen miles distant, nearly southwest. After returning to

cami) the entire command moved south-southwest to La Sierra de la

Media (Middle Mountain); thence nearly southeast to Palotada River.

From here with Lieutenant Hutchinson and a small detachment, leav

ing the remainder of the force in camp, I proceeded, accompanied by
Don Juan M. Zubiran, nearly south nine miles to Janos. and thence to

Corralitos to obtain supplies, a competent guide, and procure informa

tion respecting Indians and the country in this vicinity.

Don Jose Maria Zuloago, the proprietor of the fine hacienda of Cor
ralitos (many leagues of land in addition, three silver mines being

actively worked), is a gentleman of education, intelligence, and refine

ment, and gave us a friendly reception. He cheerfully furnished the

supplies required, together with much interesting information rela

tive to the Apache Indians and that section of country. It is with

pleasure, as well as from a sense of duty and justice to Mr. Zuloago,
that I state the complaints made against him of selling powder and
lead to Indians are, to the best of my belief, without foundation in

fact, and were made upon incorrect representations. Having almost

absolute authority and jurisdiction over this part of the State of

Chihuahua, he not only does not sell these articles to Indians, but

strictly prohibits, so far as he is able so to do, others from selling them.

It is for his interest, and he is anxious to have the hostile Apaches
subdued or exterminated, since his losses from their predatory raids

and the expense incurred from constantly keeping armed a large num
ber of men incident to their hostility, to protect his mines, trains, and

stock, amount, as I was informed, to several thousand dollars annually.
He expresses himself desirous of co-operating, so far as he is able, with

the department commander of New Mexico in such measures as will

subdue this savage and hostile nation of Apaches.
Don Juan M. Zubiran, who had accompanied me on the expedition

to this point, and besides being a most genial companion, rendered

material aid as interpreter, and in obtaining information of interest and
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value. His .services are appreciated. Business demands obliged him
to separate from me at this place and return to El Paso, much to my
regret.
The convictions I had entertained of the deceptions and treach

ery of my guide, Julio Garcia, were confirmed by information gleaned
here and at Janos. On returning to camp on Janos River, to which
point it had been moved as ordered, I found that this culprit guide had
deserted. Another guide was employed (the best to be had), but who
was imperfectly acquainted with localities I wished to examine. From
this camp the entire command moved via Janos down this river, which
it followed until near the Boca Grande Mountains, where a wagon camp
was established. Lieutenant Hudson, with a detachment, directed to
examine these mountains; Lieutenant Hutchinson and two men sent
to Fort Oummings and Camp Mimbres for infantry shoes, sole leather
for repairing the same, horse and mule shoe nails, &c., while with Cap
tain Whitlock, Doctor Adams, and a detachment I proceeded via this
river to Lake Guzman and the El Ojo Caliente, four miles west of it,

and thence nearly northwest and west-northwest through the range of
mountains west of said lake to Janos River; thence nearly west, via the
Alamo Hueco Range, and west-northwest to Sulphur Springs, four
miles west of Hatchet Mountain, to which point Lieutenant Hudson
had moved, via Mosquito Springs, with the wagons, and Lieutenant
Hutchiuson returned as directed, Doctor Adams, with a detachment,
having proceeded from the river northwest and joined Lieutenant Hud
son at the last-named springs.
From Sulphur Springs, with Captain Whitlock and a detachment, I

proceeded north eight miles to Agua Hueco Mountains; thence north-
northwest along their west slope; crossed through the range to east side,
and thence around north end and west to the wagon camp there estab
lished as ordered. In the meantime the other portion of the command
moved northwest and north-northwest to the Los Ojos Hermosos (Beau
tiful Springs), whence Lieutenant Hudson with a detachment proceeded
to a mountain range north of La Sierra de las Animas; after which he
moved as stated to last-named camp. Several days of wet weather, in

cluding one very heavy rain-storm, had rendered the ground soft and
miry, and the rations on hand being only sufficient to take my com
mand to the nearest military post, I proceeded thence east via Carri-
zalillo Spring, and north-northeast via the Florida Mountains to Fort

Cummings, N. Mex., whence the different detachments were ordered
to their proper stations, and I repaired to Santa Fe as directed, arriv

ing on the 10th instant.
The distance marched by the troops comprising this expedition,

from the time of leaving their respective stations until returning to
the same, was, by daily computation, 1,200 miles. The scout was
long, hot, and in many respects a hard and tedious one. All of
the mountains mentioned, with their canons, the intermediate plains
or valleys, and water localities, with Lake Guzman and its adjacent
country, were examined and searched for Indians. The ascent of
Hatchet Mountain to its crowning pinnacle, the most lofty in this

region of country, proved a hot, arduous, and dangerous undertaking.
The ascent of other mountains, and nightly examinations of rocky
canons, were but little less arduous and difficult. Many night marches
were made and every effort taken to surprise Indians at these various

places, should any be living or encamped there, but contrary to the

general belief and report, this vast section of country, with one excep-
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tion, was deserted by the wily Apache; that formerly they had occu
pied it in large numbers, the many hard and well-beaten trails that

chequered the plains, threaded the canons, and crossed the mountains
in all directions, Avith the numerous abandoned and dilapidated
rancherias, containing relics* of booty and plunder, gave ample proof.
The exception was a band of Indians in Agua Hneco Range, and an
occupied rancheria in the mountains last examined by Lieutenant Hud
son, which parties 1 have reason to believe, from the dispositions of my
forces previously ordered, would have been surprised and severely
chastised but tor want of information withheld by my guide. Garcia, his
willful falsehoods, unpardonable and base treachery. In this connection
I respectfully but urgently request that requisitions be made upon the
Governors of Chihuahua and Sonora for the apprehension and surrender
to the military authorities of the United States of this culprit and
traitor, that he may be, tried and punished.
The cause of the abandonment of this section of country by the

Apache may be, its general dryness. the absence of stock on which to

depredate, but is principally due to the moral terror with which the
American soldier with their &quot;long arms have inspired him, and the
fear of being killed or captured, owing to the vigorous and successful
war which has been prosecuted against the Apaches and Xavajos in

this military department for the last two years. The bands break into
small parties, remaining with their families a short time only in one
place, and then generally upon high mountain or hill ranges distant
from the water, which is required and carried thither by the squaws.
At the raucherias occupied as stated the Indians barely escaped us,
fleeing through the mountains in various directions, which we exam
ined as they were pursued. One only was killed so far as known.
Every assistance, with the fatigues and privations of the campaign,

was cheerfully rendered and borne by officers and men in the desire to

accomplish the objects of the expedition.
An almost unlimited extent of fine grazing country was passed over,

sufficiently well watered to supply the wants of stock, and large areas
of good arable land, being of an argillaceous, argillo arenaceous, but
more generally of an alluvial character, and, from the absence of run
ning water for the purposes of irrigation, is indifferently adapted to
cultivation. There is a good supply of wood and timber on Hatchet,
Las Animas, Los Espuelos, La Media, and Boca Grande Mountains,
and some on the Floridas and Alamo Hueco. The mesquite, sage,
greese wood, and palm exist in sufficient quantity upon the rolling
plains and in the valleys to meet the ordinary wants for firewood. The
valleys are separated by the mountain ranges, which bear generally
north and south, but some of them have a lateral variation more or
less to the east and west. A knowledge of the water localities is of
the first importance to one traveling through this section of country, as

they necessarily influence the routes taken and the drives or marches
made daily. The permanent water consists of living springs, tinajos
(rainwater collected in rocky canons or arroyos), and estanques (water
of some character collected in basins in similar localities or in the

valley, but in larger volumes). Occasionally running water is found
in canon arroyos.
The following is a brief description of the principal watering places

visited on my expedition, to wit: Tinajas east side north end Florida
Mountains, in rocky arroyo, easily accessible, and twenty miles from
Fort Cumniings; water good, wood scarce, grazing fair. Blackberry
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Spring, ten miles south, last water, and east side same range, in mouth
of canon, easily accessible; water good, wood sufficient, grazing fair.

Tinaja south end same range, three miles up a rough canon, bad-of
access, and ten miles from last water; water good, of limited quantity,
wood and grazing good. Palamos Springs, in valley, being collection
of several very large springs or ponds, twenty-four miles from Black
berry Spring; water in some good, in others alkaline; wood scarce,
grazing fair. Carrizalillo Spring, in rolling ground near mountain range,
twenty-six miles from last springs; water good and abundant, little

wood, grazing good. Mosquito Springs, in valley, twenty-four miles
from last spring ;

water excellent, and abundant, wood abundant, graz
ing ordinary. Estanques in canons in Alamo Hueco Mountains, six
teen miles from last springs, canons rough, and high and steep ridges
to cross

; water, wood, and grazing good. Alamo Hueco Spring, west
side, north end of this range, same distance from Mosquito Spring;
water good and abundant, wood abundant, and grazing good. Estan
ques; in grassy arroyo, on plain east of Spur Mountains, fifteen miles
from last spring; water abundant and good, wood several miles distant,
grazing good, water in holes three miles east. Arroyo Creek, east

slope Spur Mountain, fourteen miles from last water, running stream of
excellent water; wood abundant, grazing indifferent. Tinaja west side
Sierra de la Media, one mile up rough canon, very difficult of access;
water good, wood abundant, grazing good; fourteen miles from last

estanques. Paletada Eiver, in valley of rolling plain, seventeen miles
from last tinaja; water abundant, in large detached pools, and good,
wood abundant, grazing good; this river in high water runs into the
Janos Eiver. Hence to the town of Janos, on river of same name, is

nine miles. This river sinks in places and after its confluence with the
Corrahtos Eiver, some four miles east of the town of Jaiios, preserves
the same name; thence to Lake Guzman it generally is a sluggish
stream, winding through a very rich, bottom of dark, rich soil, but
ceases to be a running stream ere reaching the lake. In high water
much of the bottom is overflowed. Lake Guzman, when at it, consisted

merely of detached pools or lagunas, small in extent, marshy ground,
and sloughs, being mouths of Jauos Eiver. Ojo Caliente, four miles

west, is a large spring, temperature about 120, impregnated slightly
with sulphur and alkaline in taste. Corralitos Valley is rich and
productive. Sulphur Springs, consists of four, twenty-five miles from
Mosquito Springs, and four miles west of Hatchet Mountain

;
water

excellent, two of the springs being sulphur water, wood abundant,
grazing fair. Sycamore Spring, west side north end De las Ani-
mas Eange, is a large spring producing a creek, and some twenty-four
miles from last springs ;

wood and timber abundant, grazing good, and
water excellent; Cook s emigrant road from Cow Spring passes by it.

Los Ojos Hermosos, consists of several springs, in the valley between
the last named and Agua Hueco range of mountains, and are north

twenty-one miles from Sulphur Springs; water excellent, wood suffi

cient, grazing fair. La Playa, east of these springs, and extending
several miles north and south, contained in places some water. Agua
Hueco Springs, in range of same name, are twenty-six miles from Car
rizalillo Spring; water abundant and excellent, wood abundant, grazing
good. Carrizalillo Spring, water abundant and excellent, wood abun
dant, grazing good; Carrizalillo Spring by the most direct route is

thirty miles from Blackberry Spring.
9 R B VOL XLI, PT I
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Besides the water localities above enumerated there are several
others of a less permanent character. A portion of the country passed
over was of an auriferous and argentiferous character, and from report,
as well as the indications exhibited from examination, I have reason to

believe that at a future day good gold placers and silver mines will be
discovered in this part of Now Mexico and profitably worked. Speci
mens of ore from several localities were secured and brought in. Of
what value they will prove tests expected soon to be made of them will

discover. Our constant movements in search for Indians with the
means at hand afforded little time and indifferent facilities for pros
pecting the mineral localities to much extent. The color was found in

one or two instances when a superficial prospect for gold was made.
Should circumstances make it advisable to establish a military post

in the southwest portion of New Mexico, I think at or in the vicinity of

Sycamore Spring is the point which, from its strategical position rela

tive to Indian movements, and the facilities for obtaining supplies
requisite for a post, possesses the best recommendations. Bears, deer,

antelope, &c., were seen, and some killed by the men when they were
allowed to shoot them. Rattlesnakes innumerable infest the land, vis

ited our camps, struck at us en route in the day, and by their defiant

rattles warned us of their presence at night in our silent marches.

Tarantulas, centipedes, and scorpions were not uufrequeut.
In conclusion I simply add that my command returned in good

health and the animals in as good condition as when I received them.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. n. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector- General, U. S. Army.

Capt. B. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of New Mexico.

JULY 25-26, 1864. Scout from Fulton, Mo.

Report of diaries D. Ludwiy, Assistant Provost-Marshal.

HDQRS. EIGHTH SUB-DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
OFFICE ASSISTANT PROVOST-MARSHAL,

Fulton, Mo., July 28, 1864.

COLONEL : I have the honor to report to you that on the 25th instant
I learned that a gang of bushwhackers visited the house of Dr. J. M.
Martin at 12.30 p. in. and demanded the surrender of the United States

flag which was floating from the top of the house. I immediately sent
out a scout under A. Kempinsky, who caught up with them on the

26th, in the morning, and killed the notorious bushwhacker Capt.
William Hancock and wounded Frank Eamsey, another leader of

bushwhackers, capturing a horse, saddle and bridle, and a revolver. I

had the honor to report this already to General Fisk.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
CHAS. D. LUDWIG,

Assistant Provost-Marshal.

Col. J. P. SANDERSON.
Prov. Mar. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.
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JULY 25-AUGUST 11, 1864. Scout in Yell County, Ark., with skirmishes.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan. Third Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

LEWISBURG, August 11, 1864 8 a. m.

Captain Herring has returned from an eighteen days scout in Yell

County; killed the two Newsom brothers. Reports that the rebels are

running conscripts, negroes, and captured and stolen property south

by way of Centre Point and Caddo Gap.
A. H. RYAN,

Colonel.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant . Adjutan t- General.

JULY 25-OCTOBER 8, 1864. Expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota

Territory.

OF THE PRUSTCIPA.L EVENTS.

July 28, 1864. Action at the Tahkakokuty Mountain.

Aug. 8-9, 1864. Action on the Little Missouri River.

REPORTS.*

No. 1. Maj. Gen. John Pope, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the North

west.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Alfred Sully, U. S. Army, commanding Northwestern Indian Ex

pedition.

No. 3. Lieut. Col.- Samuel M. Pollock, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, First Brigade.
No. 4. Lieut. Col. John Pattee, Seventh Iowa Cavalry.

No. 5. Maj. Alfred B. Brackett, Brackett s Minnesota Battalion Cavalry.
No. 6. Capt. Nelson Miner. First Battalion Dakota Cavalry.

No. 7. Capt. Christian Stufft, Independent Company of Indian Scouts.

No. 8. Capt. Nathaniel Pope, Prairie Battery.

No. 9. Col. Minor T. Thomas, Eighth Minnesota Infantry, commanding Second

Brigade.
No. 10. Lieut. Col. Henry C. Rogers, Eighth Minnesota Infantry.

No. 11. Maj. George A. Camp, Eighth Minnesota Infantry.
No. 12. Col. Robert N. McLaren, Second Minnesota Cavalry.
No. 13. Maj. C. Powell Adams. Independent Battalion Minnesota Cavalry.

Xo. 1.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John Pope, U. S. Army, commanding Department
of the Northwest.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE XORTHWEST,
Milwaukee, Wis., October 6, 1864.

GENERAL : 1 have the honor to transmit by this mail detailed reports
of General Sully, recounting the operations of his expedition from July
28 (the date of his first battle on Knife River with combined tribes of

Sioux) to September 11.

You will perceive that at the crossing of the Little Missouri, on his
route to the Yellowstone, Sully had another severe battle, at which the

*See also expedition from Fort Rice, Dak., September 11-30, 1864, p. 795.
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re beaten with heavy loss and totally dispersed, the bands
rth and east side of the Missouri (principally Yanktonais)

Indians were
from the north

having deserted their allies and taken temporary refuge in very desti

tute condition within the British possessions. Sully followed them after

crossing the Missouri at mouth of the Yellowstone to near the British

line. At last dates from Fort Rice messengers from the Yanktonais
had reached there to see General Sully and ask for peace. Reports via

Pembina confirm the destitute condition of the Sioux who fought Sully,
some of whom had already reached the English settlements on Red
River, and held conferences with the British officials. The Indians are

in a desperate condition. I have little doubt that Sully will arrange a

satisfactory peace with them. It is not likely that they will again give
trouble on any considerable scale to the frontier settlements. Small
raids may from time to time be attempted by small parties of desperate
Indians for robbery or theft, but there are forces enough along the

frontier to give all necessary protection, even in the absence of the two

regiments I am sending South.
I will, in a few weeks, make a careful resume of operations in this

department during the past season and present in detail the precise
condition of our Indian relations in their present and future aspect.
Meantime there are several points in the inclosed communications,*

especially in those of the 9th and llth of September, to which I desire

to invite your particular attention.

First. As to the expedition of Captain Fisk, assistant quartermaster,
under a special appropriation of Congress. The complaints against
this officer by General Sully are simply a repetition of the same state

ments made by General Sibley as to his conduct last year while con

ducting an expedition, of the same character. General Sibley then

predicted that Captain Fisk would eventually be cutoff by the Indians,
as he was both too reckless and too ignorant to be trusted. He mani
fested the same disrespect and used the same disrespectful language
in regard to General Sibley that General Sully now reports in regard
to himself. As Captain Fisk is beyond my control, I trust that the

War Department will take such action in his case as the gross military
offenses charged against him by Generals Sully and Sibley warrant.
General Sully states that his present expedition consists simply of men
running away from the draft. I request your attention to General

Sully s letters of the Dth and llth of September for an account of this

whole matter, and of the serious results to the Government which may
arise from the conduct of Captain Fisk.

Second. Attention is invited to the conduct of the half-breeds and
other English subjects, who are continually coming into United States

territories, encouraging the Indians to continue the war against United
States citizens and furnishing them (the Indians) with ammunition and

supplies for that purpose. I have several times asked the attention of

the Government to this subject. It is sufficiently clear that unless stich

practices are stopped, the Indian, having constant encouragement to

commit hostilities, a safe place of refuge and supplies of ammunition
and provisions, is not likely to make peace, and can only be prevented
from committing hostilities within our borders by the employment of

large forces at great expense along our whole northern frontier. The

English authorities are directly accountable for these results, by giving
refuge to Indians at war with the United States and by refusing to

control them or to permit tbe United States forces to follow them into

British territory.

* See Sully s report, p. 141.
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Third. General Sully s statements concerning the present system of
annuities to Indians and the manner of paying them in use by the
Indian Department are worthy of careful attention, as confirming the
views I have hitherto laid before the Department on this subject. Gen
eral Sully found the country between Fort Rice and the Yellowstone
too difficult ever to be traversed by trains, in fact nearly impracticable.
He accordingly established a post at the mouth of the Yellowstone and
one at the old trading post of Fort Berthold. These posts, in connec
tion with Fort Rice, will render secure the navigation of the Missouri
River and the overland line of travel by the valley of that river.

Further details will be given in my annual report, as also my pur
poses for the protection of the region between the Platte and the Upper
Missouri and Yellowstone. It will probably be necessary to establish
a considerable post in the Black Hills, and one on Powder River. Of
these matters I will communicate more fully hereafter.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. POPE,

Major- General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,

Chief of Staff of the Army, Waskincjloii, 7). C.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST,
Milwaukee, Wis., November 3, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following report of oper
ations in this department during the past year:
The two great Indian nations which occupy this military department

are the Chippewas, who inhabit the region between Lake Superior and
Rainy Lake River on the east and the Red River of the North on the
west, and the powerful Sioux or Dakota Nation, which, divided into
severai strong and warlike tribes, claims and roams over the vast
region from the western frontier of Minnesota on the east to the Rocky
Mountains on the west, and .from the frontier of Iowa and the line of
the Platte River on the south to the British possessions on the north.
There are some small fragments of tribes on the Upper Missouri
who belong to neither nation, but they are few in number, insignificant
in strength or influence, and have always been at peace with the
whites. With the Chippewas there have been no difficulties which
have led to hostilities, although there have been and continue to be
the constant misunderstanding, dissatisfaction, and controversy which
naturally arise under our defective Indian system between the Indians
on the one side and Indian agents and traders on the other. So far
these difficulties have not culminated in actual hostilities, but unless
the Indian system be remodeled they are likely to do so at any mo
ment. The war up to this time has been entirely confined to the Sioux
Nation. It will be remembered that the campaign of last year termi
nated, so far as field operations were concerned, with the defeat of the
Sioux by General Sully near the James River on the 3d of September,
18G3. The high latitude of the theater of war in this department, the
immense region of uninhabited country covered by military operations,
and the vast distances from the frontier to be traversed before the

enemy can be reached, of necessity very much shorten the season dur
ing which it is possible to carry on actual field operations.
After reaching the Indian country not more than three months are

left in which it is practicable to keep troops in the field. The oper-
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utions of last year ended with such defeats of the Indians occupying
the vast regions east of the Missouri River as forced them for a time
to take refuge in the British possessions, and relieved the entire frontier

settlements of Minnesota, Iowa, and Dakota from any danger of In
dian hostilities. During last winter, however, the whole Dakota Nation,
from the Rocky Mountains to the Minnesota frontier, and from the
Platte River and the Iowa line to the British possessions on the north,
succeeded in combining their various and scattered tribes for a final

effort against the whites, and by the opening of spring bad slowly con
centrated their whole force on and near the Upper Missouri, to resist

the navigation of the Missouri River, prevent the* passage of emigrants
across the great plains, and to deliver, with their combined forces, a
final battle against the United States troops under General Sully. This
Indian force was then estimated by competent authorities, and so

reported by me to the War Department early in the spring, at about

&amp;lt;),000 warriors, and this estimate was subsequently confirmed by Gen
eral Sully, after his battles with them near the Little Missouri. It was
also reported at the time, and has been confirmed since by undoubted

testimony, that ammunition and other necessary supplies were brought
to the Indian camps during the winter by half-breeds and traders from
the British settlements on the Red River of the North. It is hardly
necessary for me to repeat what I have so often reported, that Indian
hostilities in this department have been fomented and encouraged, and
the Indians supplied with the means to continue the war, by the half-

breeds and other British subjects of the Selkirk settlements. As I was
satisfied that this combination of the whole of the numerous and widely
dispersed tribes of the Sioux (or Dakota) Nation, who occupy the vast

region north of the Platte, and the northern boundaries of Iowa from
the Rocky Mountains to the vicinity of the Great Lakes, would be the
final effort of the great Indian nation to continue hostilities against the

whites, and as I felt sure that if once their entire force of warriors
could be met and defeated, this Indian war in the northwest on any
considerable scale would be closed, preparations for an active campaign
during the summer of 1864 were made during the close of last winter.
The plan of operations consisted in putting into the field, under the
command of Brig. Gen. A. Sully, an active column of about 2.500 men.
entirely cavalry, to advance against the Indians wherever they could be

found, and deliver battle with them, and at the sa.me time to follow up
the movement of this force with detachinents of infantry large enough
to establish strong posts in the Indian country. These posts were so

located as to cover the frontier of Iowa and Minnesota and the frontier

settlements of Dakota Territory, at a long distance; to interpose be
tween the different tribes, so as to prevent concerted action

;
to com

mand the hunting grounds of the Indians so that they would be con

stantly under the supervision and in the power of the military forces,
which by concerted action could easily and promptly march a heavy
force of cavalry upon any portion of the region in which the Indians
are obliged to hunt for subsistence; to command the Indian trails to

ward the frontier settlements, so as to detect the passage even of the
smallest parties attempting to make raids upon the settlers, and to fol

low them up, and so far as military necessities would allow, to protect
an emigrant route from the Upper Mississippi River to the Territories

of Idaho and Montana.
The details of this plan of operations were submitted to you and

approved in February last, and immediate preparations made to carry
them into execution. General Sullv collected the forces under his com-
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mand, from the various posts and stations in bis district, early in the

spring, and commenced to move up the Missouri River, leaving only
such detachments as were necessary to cover the frontier from small

Indian raids during his absence. He was re-enforced by about 1,500

mounted men from Minnesota, leaving General Sibley with about 700

effective men to protect the frontier settlements of Minnesota during the

summer.
The mouth of Burdache Creek, on the Upper Missouri, was selected

as the point where the Minnesota troops should join the forces of Gen
eral Sully moving up the Missouri, and the junction of these forces

was made on the 30tn of June. The spring rise in the Missouri River
did not come down until very late in the season, and Sully only reached
the mouth of Cannon Ball River, at which point he was to establish a

strong post, which was to be his depot of supplies, on the 7th of July.
He established Fort Rice at that point, distant from Sioux City 450

miles, and garrisoned it with five companies of the Thirtieth Wisconsin
Volunteers. The Indians, who had been concentrated on and near the

Missouri River about fifty miles above this post, had meantime crossed

to the southwest side of the river and occupied a strong position in a

very difficult country near the Little Missouri River, due west, and
about 200 miles from Fort Rice.

On the 26th of July General Sully marched upon these Indians with

the following forces: Eighth Minnesota Volunteers (mounted) and six

companies of Second Minnesota Cavalry, with four light guns, under
command of Col. M. T. Thomas, Eighth Minnesota Volunteers; eleven

companies Sixth Iowa Cavalry, three companies Seventh Iowa Cav

alry, two companies Dakota cavalry, four companies Brackett s bat

talion cavalry, one small company of scouts, and four mountain how
itzers, all under command of , numbering in all 2,200 men. A
small emigrant train for Idaho, which had accompanied the Minnesota

troops from that State, followed the movement of Sully s force. At the

head of Heart River he corralcd his trains, and, leaving a sufficient

guard with them, he inarched rapidly to the northwest, to the point
where the combined forces of the Indians were assembled. On the

morning of July 28 he came upon them, between 5,000 and 0,000 war

riors, strongly posted in a wooded country, very much cut up with high,

rugged hills, and deep, impassable ravines. He had an hour s talk with

some of the Indian chiefs, who were very defiant and impudent, after

which he moved rapidly forward against their strong position. The
action for a time was sharp and severe, but the artillery and long-range
small-arms of the troops were very destructive, and the Indians began
to give way on all sides. They were so closely pressed by Sully s forces

that they abandoned their extensive camps, leaving all their robes,

lodges, colts, and utensils of every description, and all the winter sup

ply of provisions which they had&quot;becn so long collecting. The action

resulted in a running fight of nine miles, the Indians finally scattering

completely, and escaping with nothing but their wounded, which, ac

cording to the Indian custom, they carried off, as also as many of their

killed as they could. One hundred and twenty-five dead Avarriors were
left on the field.

I have transmitted heretofore the reports of General Sully and of the

various commanders of his force, as also a statement of the immense

quantity of Indian goods and supplies destroyed by General Sully in

the captured camp of the Indians. Finding the country nearly im

practicable, having only a small supply of provisions or means to carry

them, and ascertaining that the retreat of the mass of the Indians was



136 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

toward the southwest, Sully returned to his train at the head of Heart

Eiver, and resumed his march westward through an unknown and
unexplored region toward the Yellowstone, which he expected to reach
near Fort Alexander, at which point it had been proposed to establish

a military post. On the 5th of August he came in sight of the Bad
Lands, which border the Little Missouri on both sides. The country
was exceedingly rugged and difficult, and so cut up with deep perpen
dicular ravines that it was with the utmost labor and loss of time that
a narrow, winding way between the ravines in places barely ten feet

wide was found for his wagons. I cannot convey a better idea of the

country than is contained in the following extract from Sully s report,
which will be full of interest to the scientific world :

I have not sufficient power of language to describe the country in front of us. It

was grand, dismal, and majestic. You can imagine a basin, 600 feet deep and twenty-
five miles in width, filled with a number of cones and oven-shaped knolls of all sizes,
from twenty-live to several hundred feet high, sometimes by themselves, sometimes

piled up into large heaps on top of each other, in all conceivable shapes and confu
sion. Most of these hills wore of a gray clay, but many of a light brick color, of

burnt clay; little or no vegetation. Some of the sides of the hills, however, were
covered with a few scrub cedars. Viewed in the distance at sunset it looked exactly
like the ruins of an ancient city. 1 regret very much that some gentleman well

acquainted with geology and mineralogy did not accompany the expedition, for we
marched through a most wonderful and interesting country. It was covered with

pieces of petrified wood, and on the tops of some of the hills we found petrified

stumps of trees, the remains of a great forest. In some cases these trees were six

teen to eighteen feet in diameter. Large quantities of iron ore, lava, and impres
sions of leaves in the rocks of a size and shape not known to any of us.

In this difficult and almost impassable region a portion of the Indians
whom Sully had defeated on the 28th of July attempted to offer resist

ance, but were badly defeated, leaving over 100 dead on the field.

After this hopeless effort, in which General Sully reports that they exhib
ited none of the spirit and audacity which characterized the fight on the
28th of July, the Indians scattered and broke up their combination

entirely. The Tetons separated into small fragments, fled toward the

southwest; the Yanktonais, with other confederated tribes from the
north and east sides .of the Missouri, crossed the Missouri .River, and
retreated rapidly into the British possessions by way of Mouse Eiver.

General Sully followed them nearly to the British line. Finding the

country west of Fort Eice in the direction of the Yellowstone impracti
cable for wagon roads, Sully decided not to establish a post so high
up on that river, but placed a garrison at mouth of Yellowstone and an
other at the trading post of Fort Berthold, lower down on the Missouri
Eiver. These posts, in connection with Fort Eice, will keep open the
Missouri Eiver, render travel along the valley secure, and separate the
Indian tribes, so that another concentration will be impracticable, even
should the Indians seek it. Sully returned slowly by way of the Mis
souri Eiver valley to Fort Eice.

*

After leaving that post well garri
soned and in good condition, and sending the Thirtieth Wisconsin
Volunteers to the Mississippi to go south to Sherman s army, Sully
came slowly down to Sioux City, where his last dispatches are dated.
To Fort Eandall and also to Fort Pierre chiefs of the combined Sioux
tribes which lie had defeated came in and asked for peace, acknowledg
ing that they could not fight against the whites, that they had lost

everything, robes, lodges, provisions, &c., and would be in a starving
condition. They were informed by the commanding officers of those

posts that the only conditions of peace required from them were that

they would behave themselves and not molest the whites. The Indians
were both surprised and gratified that peace on such easy terms was to
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be had, and immediately returned to their tribes&quot; to bring in the prin
cipal chiefs to meet General Sully at Fort Randall. It is expected that

peace with all the tribes west of the Missouri River, on terms entirely
satisfactory to the Government, will be made this winter; a peace which
involves neither presents nor annuities of any description, but a peace
simply based upon good behavior. With the Yanktonais and other
Sioux tribes north and east of the Missouri there will be somewhat
longer delay in coming to satisfactory terms. About halfthese Indians
desire to make peace at once, but there are many who wish to keep up
the war. These last are encouraged in their purpose by half-breeds
and other British subjects, and as they have a safe refuge in the British

possessions, and are there supplied with means to carry on hostilities, it

will probably require the hardships and privations of a winter in those
arctic regions to bring them to their senses. They took refuge there
after the battles in a perfectly destitute condition, and are already
beginning to rob and plunder, and in places to commit murder in the

English settlements. They will soon become as odious and dangerous
to the British settlements as they have been to our own. By spring-
most likely everything will be satisfactorily settled. As matters stand,
and are likely to stand this winter, however, with these Indians, there
is no manner of danger to the frontier settlements of Minnesota or
Dakota. The Indians are driven far away, and a cold, barren, and
bleak prairie region, many hundred miles- in extent, and impassable in

winter, interposes between them and the frontier settlements. In Min
nesota there have been no active operations, there being no hostile

Indians, except a few straggling thieves east of the Missouri River.
With the small force under his command judiciously posted General
Sibley has kept everything quiet on the Minnesota border, nor is there
ever again the likelihood of any Indian hostilities from Sioux on the
Minnesota frontier, beyond such small thieving raids as are incident to
the situation, and must always occur so long as there are Indians on
our western borders. With these, should they occur, a small force will
be able to deal conclusively.
For details, of which the foregoing report is a brief summary, I have

the honor to refer you to the reports of Generals Sully and Sibley here
with and heretofore transmitted.

In some manner the British Government should either prevent hos
tile Indians who reside within the boundaries of the United States
from seeking refuge in British territory, or should secure the United
States against the raids of such Indians, or should permit the United
States forces to pursue into British territory all Indians who belong
south of the line and who are at war with citizens of the United States.
One of these three demands is certainly reasonable, and will effect the
desired purpose. In the same connection it will be necessary to pro
hibit half-breeds and other British subjects from coming into the ter

ritory of the United States to trade with Indians, whether hostile to
us or not, who live south of the British line. The hostile Sioux have
for the past two years been supplied with ammunition, provisions, &c.,
to carry on hostilities against the United States by British subjects,
both in their own territory and in ours. A state of hostility between
the Sioux and citizens of the United States of course throws all the
trade with such Indians into the hands of British traders, hence the
anxiety of those traders to prevent peace with the Sioux Indians.

I have the honor again to ask attention to my letter of February 6,

1864,* to the Secretary of War, on the subject of our Indian system,

* See Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 259.
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and to beg, in view of the interests of the Government, as well as of

humanity, that such legislative or executive action be recommended as
will as far as practicable correct the evils therein set forth. I trans
mit inclosed a copy of that letter and a copy of trade regulations with

Indians, which I have heretofore forwarded, and which I deem neces

sary to protect white men and Indians alike against Indian traders.
It is my purpose, by forcing all traders with Indians to locate their

trading posts in the immediate vicinity of the military posts, and no
where else, to make these military posts the nuclei of extensive Indian

camps, and as far as possible to induce the Indians to make their per
manent homes so near to the posts that they will constantly be under
the supervision and control of the garrisons. If there be no other places
to trade except the military posts the Indian will necessarily resort
to them, and will there remain, except when he is engaged in hunting
during the summer season. If fair dealing with the Indians can be
enforced there never will be danger of any Indian wars. The object of
these trade regulations is to secure these two results; but unless. they
are adopted and enforced by military authority we cannot hope for any
permanent peace with the Indian tribes. The regulations themselves
are so full, and their object so manifest, that it is unnecessary to go
further into details concerning them. The only other white men I

would permit to have intercourse with the Indians are the missiona
ries. I trust that some arrangements will be made with the authori
ties of 6ur home missionary societies to furnish to each military post
good practical men, with their families, whose business shall be to teach
the Indians the useful arts of life the Indian men to cultivate the soil,

the Indian women to sew and to do such other work as they are fitted

for, and all to keep themselves clean and decent. These are the first

lessons to be taught to Indians. Religious instruction will come after

ward in its natural order. The failure of our missionaries among
Indians is due, I think, mainly to the fact that they have reversed the

proper order of instruction, and have attempted to make the Indian a
member of the church while he was still a wild savage. Of course, if

anything is to be gained by it, the Indian will profess his belief in any
thing Avhatever, without the slightest knowledge or concern as to what it

all means. What is needed to civilize or christianize Indians are prac
tical common-sense men, who will first teach them to be human and to

acquire the arts of civilized life; who will educate, as far as can be done,
the children of the Indians, and who will be content to look to the future,
and not to the immediate present, for results. Such missionaries could
be of incalculable benefit to the Indian, and to the Government; and I

would recommend that whenever such men are sent to the military
posts on the frontier the Government furnish them with quarters and
with rations, at the rate of two small families for each one of the larger
posts, and for one small family for each smaller post. I have no doubt
that these small missions at each post, if conducted by practical and
earnest men, would greatly add to the hope of permanent peace with
the Indians, and contribute to a healthy and increasing improvement
in the moral and physical condition of the Indian tribes. The military
commanders will be instructed to give every assistance and encourage
ment to such missionaries, and to enjoin upon the officers and soldiers
under their command, that they exhibit toward the missionaries every
respect and kindness. The peace which will be made with Indians,
under the instructions I have given to Generals Sully and Sibley, is

based simply upon the understanding that the Indians on the one
hand behave themselves and do not molest the whites, and 011 the
other hand that the whites shall be made to deal fairly with the



CHAP. LIU.] EXPEDITION IX DAKOTA TERRITORY. 139

Indians and not molest them in anyway. The military authorities
undertake to enforce good conduct on both sides, and will have the

power, if not interfered with, to do so thoroughly. As such a peace
involves neither annuities nor presents, and holds out no prospect in

violating it, except hostilities, it will probably be lasting. Hitherto it

has been the practice to accompany every treaty of peace made by
Indian agents with expensive presents of goods and supplies of
various kinds, and the Indians naturally understand that these are

given them as bribes to keep the peace and.because the whites are
afraid of them; and, of course, they observe such treaties only as long
as they hnd it convenient, or until they need a further supply of

presents (ammunition, goods, &c.). In fact, it has been for years a

saying with the Sioux along the great mail route to California, that
whenever they became poor and needed blankets and powder and lead,

they had only to go down to this great mail and emigrant route, and
kill a few white people and there would be another treaty of peace,-
which would supply all their wants.

It is beyond question that such a system of treaty-making is, of all

others, the most impolitic, whether negotiated with savage or civilized

people, and leads in either case to constant and increasing hostilities.

I intend, in settling a peace with Indians in this department, to do
away entirely with this system, which, aside from its effect in stimulat

ing and encouraging breaches of treaties of peace, is always attended
with fraud upon the Government and upon the Indians.

I shall send up in the spring some companies of cavalry to make a
cantonment for the summer at some point on the lake, and to remain
there until the last possible moment in the autumn, with the view of

drawing the various tribes of Indians to that point, and furnishing
them with facilities of trade during the summer and autumn. Such a
cantonment kept up for two or three seasons will have a most beneficial
effect upon the Indians, as all whites, except authorized traders acting
under the supervision of the military authorities, will be prohibited
from going into that region. It is proper to remark that extensive
strata of excellent coal have been found at Fort Eice, one vein six feet

thick. This coal field extends toward the southwest, and it is sup
posed outcrops on the slopes of the Black Hills. How far north it

extends is not yet known. The existence of this great coal field, half

way between the Great Lakes and the Eocky Mountains, is a fact, the
value of which cannot well be overestimated. Aside from furnishing
fuel for the navigation of the upper Missouri Eiver, it is a controlling
clement in the location of a railroad across the great plains to the
Pacific. Its extent and character will soon be developed by the troops
from Fort Eice and other points on the Missouri Eiver.

I may state finally that the Government may safely dismiss all

apprehensions of Indian wars in the Northwest. Small Indian raids
there doubtless will be, as there always have been, for stealing horses,
but no hostilities on any considerable scale are likely again to occur.
A small force, such as is designated in this report, will be quite suffi

cient to protect the frontier and the emigration. I only ask now that
the military authorities be left to themselves to deal with these Indians,
and to regulate the trading with the Indian tribes without the interposi
tion of Indian agents, and I will cheerfully guarantee peace with the
Indian tribes in this department. The department has been adminis
tered, so far as its relations with the State and other civil authorities
are concerned, in accordance with the views and principles laid down
in the accompanying letter from me to Governor Salomon, of Wisconsin.
1 am gratified to say that there have been entire harmony and success.
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The draft and all other laws of the United States have been promptly
and fully executed in the department, without difficulty or trouble ot

any kind whatever.
I desire to bear testimony to the hearty co-operation and zeal of the

district commanders in the department in the discharge of the various
and perplexing duties which have devolved upon them. General Sully,
commanding District of Iowa and the Indian expedition; General

Sibley, commanding District of Minnesota, and General T. C. H. Smith,
commanding District of Wisconsin, are entitled to my warmest thanks
for their valuable services and the cordial good feeling which they have
manifested during their entire term of service in this department.
To General Sully I particularly desire to invite the favorable consid
eration of the War Department. His arduous and distinguished
services in organizing and conducting the Indian expedition and treat

ing and dispersing the combined tribes of Indians in two considerable

, battles at such remote points and in so difficult a country, and in thus

bringing the Indians to the necessity of asking peace from the Gov
ernment, entitle him to peculiar consideration, and make it proper for

me -to renew the application heretofore transmitted for his promotion.
He has earned it fairly, and I trust and believe that the Government
will not hesitate to confer it upon him.
To the reports of Generals Sully and Sibley, and to those of their

subordinate commanders, I refer for details of the various military
operations herein sketched, and for a proper representation of the dis

tinguished conduct of the several officers and of the troops under their

command. I cheerfully indorse their recommendations in behalf of the
officers and soldiers in question.

I am, general, respectfully, vour obedient servant.
JNO. POPE,

Major- General, Comman ding.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washinc/ton, 7). C.

[Inclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE XORTHWEST,
Milwaukee, June 25, 1863.

GOVERNOR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 23d instant, in relation to the execution of the conscrip
tion law in this State, and the question of the use of military force for

that purpose. I fully agree with you that military force should not be

employed in the loyal States in the execution of this or any other law
until all the means for its enforcement usual in times past have been ex

hausted. Conflicts of authority between the military and civil depart
ments, or between the military forces and the people, are entirely to be

deprecated. I am sure you will bear willing testimony to the respect
-which has been exhibited toward the constituted authorities of this

State, and to the care with which, in the discharge of duty in this mili

tary department, complications or misunderstandings which might
arise from such a cause have been avoided. I have been satisfied from

the beginning that in nearly every case the conscription law can be

executed by the civil authorities alone, through the people acting under

their direction in the legal and usual forms. In the discretion intrusted

to me by the Government as to the employment of military force for

the execution of this law within this military department, I have

steadily declined to permit the use of any of the troops under my com
mand unless I could be convinced that all other legitimate means had
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been tried without success. Already, in one or two cases, I have found
that applications for military aid had been made without necessity, the
enrollment under the law having been completed thoroughly by the

willing aid of the civil authorities. The habit of resorting to military
force in every trilling case of opposition or resistance to the laws, is

becoming so common as to excite in the minds of judicious men very
serious alarm. Such a practice entirely supplants the civil authorities,
sets aside time-honored means for the enforcement of the laws in this

country, destroys in the citizen that feeling of personal interest in their

execution through which alone we have maintained popular govern
ment, and prepares the public mind for complete abdication of civil

rule. It is impossible to believe that citizens of this country, except
under the immediate influence of excitement, can be willing to trust

the enforcement of civil law to military force, and thus to surrender
the very highest privilege and duty of American citizens. Such a course
would inevitably lead, if persisted in, to the complete dominion of the

military and the riual overthrow of free institutions. This practice
tends also, naturally, to weaken in the soldier that reverence for the
civil law and that respect for the civil authorities with which he en
tered the military service, which he still earnestly cherishes, and upon
which alone we must rely for the quiet disbanding of our great armies
and the return of the soldier to his home, an orderly, law-abiding citizen.

Every dictate of wisdom and of patriotism should teach us to discour

age, both by act and word, anything that might possibly tend to impair
in the mind of the soldier his feeling as a citizen.

I therefore confidently hope that all well-disposed citizens of this

State will, after short reflection, understand the imperative necessity
of exercising their rights through the civil tribunals to enforce every
law of the United States, however much they may have been opposed
to its enactment.

Whilst, therefore, my duty to the Government requires me to furnish
whatever military aid is necessary to enforce the conscription law

throughout this department, in strict accordance with its terms, I shall

only employ military force for that purpose after every resource of the
civil authorities has been used without success.

It is my earnest hope that the people of the several States comprised
within this military department have already adopted some such views
as are here presented, and will so act upon them as to relieve me from
the necessity of using measures in the performance of my duty which
are as unpleasant to me as they can possibly be to any loyal citizen.

I am, governor, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J^O. POPE,

Major- General, Commanding.
Hon. E. SALOMON.

Governor of Wisconsin, Madison, Wix.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Alfred Sully, U. S. Army, commanding Northwest
ern Indian Expedition.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp on Heart River, Dak. Ter., July 31, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of my operations
since July 25 :

On the 23d of this month I reached this point, having made rapid
marches, considering I had a very large emigrant train under my
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charge. I had started in a direction west, but on the road, receiving
information that the Indians were on or near the Knife River, I changed
my course in a northerly direction. On my arrival at this point I cor
ralled all my wagons and the emigrant train, leaving it under charge
of Captain Tripp, Dakota cavalry, with a sufficient force to guard
against danger, intending to start with pack-mules, -but on opening
the boxes I found no saddle-blankets. This I replaced with gunny
sacks. I then found the bands that go over tile packs and under the

belly (called ciutuas, I believe) instead of being made of webbing or

several thicknesses of duck sewed together, and about six or eight
inches wide, were made of hard leather about three inches wide. The
torture to the mules, when these pieces of what ought to be called

sheet-iron were brought tight into their bellies, was such that they
were kicking and jumping in all directions and succeeded in either

getting their packs off or breaking the saddle. I therefore had to

give up the pack-mule system, for two days march with such instru

ments of torture would completely use up all my animals. I then

pressed into the service all the light private wagons with me, placing
in each four of my best mules and hauling 1,000 pounds each. By
throwing away all tents, everything but provisions and ammunition, I

could move rapidly with a very few wagons. About 3 p. in. of the
26th I succeeded in getting off, and about 10 a. in. of the 28th suc
ceeded in reaching the enemy s camp, about eighty miles inarch. All
their camp was standing when I reached there, and they prepared for

a tight, 110 doubt with full confidence of whipping me, for they had

twenty-four hours notice of my advance, by a party of my scouts falling
in with a war party of theirs not sixteen miles from here. We followed
their trail, which led me to the camp. I found the Indians strongly
posted on the side of a mountain called Tahkahokuty Mountain,
which is a small chain of very high hills, filled with ravines, thickly
timbered and well watered, situated on a branch of the Little Missouri,
Gros Ventres, latitude 47 15

,
as laid down on the Government map.

The prairie in front of the camp is very rolling, and on the left as we
approached high hills. On the top and sides of these hills and on my
right, at the base of the mountains, also on the hillocks in front on
the prairie, the Indians were posted ;

there were over 1,600 lodges, at

least 5,000 or 6,000 warriors, composed of the Uukpapas, Sans Arcs,

Blackfeet, Minneconjous, Yanktonais, and Santee Sioux. My force

consisted as follows: Eleven companies of the Sixth Iowa Cavalry,
Lieutenant-Colonel Pollock commanding; three companies of the
Seventh Iowa Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Pattee commanding; two

companies of Dakota cavalry, Captain Miner commanding; four

companies of Brackett s Minnesota Battalion, Major Brackett com
manding ;

about seventy scouts, and a prairie battery of two sections,
commanded by Capt. N. Pope. This formed the First Brigade. Ten
companies of the Eighth Minnesota Infantry, under command of Lieu
tenant-Colonel Eogers; six companies of the Second Minnesota Cav
alry, under Colonel McLaren, and two sections of the Third Minnesota

Battery, under Captain Jones, formed the Second Brigade, under com
mand of Colonel Thomas. The whole of my force numbering on the
field about 2,200 men.

Finding it was impossible to charge, owing to the country being inter

sected by deep ravines filled with timber, I dismounted and deployed
six companies of the Sixth Iowa on the right and three companies of

the Seventh Iowa, and on the left six companies of the Eighth Minne
sota Infantry; placed Pope s battery in the center, supported by two
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companies of cavalry; the Second Cavalry, on the left, drawn up by
squadrons, Brackett s Minnesota Battalion on the right in the sume
order, Jones battery and four companies of cavalry as a reserve. The
few wagons I had closed up, and the rear guard, composed of three

companies, followed. In this order we advanced, driving in the Indians
till we reached the plain between the hills and mountains. Here large
bodies of Indians flanked me. The Second Cavalry drove them from
the left. A very large body of Indians collected on my right for a

charge. I directed Brackett to charge them. This he did gallantly,

driving them in a circle of about three miles to the base of the moun
tains and beyond my line of skirmishers, killing many of them. The
Indians, seeing his position, collected in large numbers on him, but he

repelled them, assisted by some well-directed shots from Jones battery.
About this time a large body of Indians, who we ascertained afterward
had been out hunting for me, came up on my rear. I brought a piece
of Jones battery to the rear, and with the rear guard dispersed them.
The Indians, seeing that the day would not be favorable for them, had
commenced taking down their lodges and sending back their families. I

swung the left of my line round to the right and closed on them, send

ing Pope with his guns and the Dakota cavaLuy (two companies) for

ward. The artillery tire soon drove them out of their strong positions
in the ravines, and Jones battery, with Brackett s battalion, moving
up on the right, soon put them to flight, the whole of my line advancing
at the same time. By sunset no Indians were on the ground. A body,
however, appeared on top ofthe mountain over which they had retreated.

I sent Major Camp, Eighth Minnesota, with four companies of the

Eighth Minnesota, forward. They ascended to the top of the hill, put
ting the Indians to flight and killing several. The total number of

killed, judging from what we saw, was from 100 to 150. I saw them
during the ^ight Carryv&amp;gt;ff a great many dead or wounded. The very
strong position they held and the advantages they had to retreat over a
broken country prevented me from killing more. We slept on the battle

ground that night.
The next morning before daylight we started to go round the moun

tain, as I could not get up it with wagons and artillery in front. After
six miles march, I came in sight of the trail on the other side the moun
tain, but could not get to it. One sight of the country convinced me
there was no use trying to follow up the Indians through such a coun

try and find them. I went on top the hill, and as far as I could see

with my glass (some thirty miles) the country was cut up in all direc

tions by deep ravines, sometimes near 100 feet deep, filled with timber,
the banks almost perpendicular. I therefore thought the next best

thing to do was to destroy their camp. This I did, ordering Colonel

McLaren, Second Cavalry, on that duty. I inclose you a report* of

property destroyed by him. That afternoon I marched six miles from
the battle-ground and camped. About dark a large body of Indians
came on to my pickets and killed two. A command was immediately
sent after them, but they fled in all directions. They made no further

demonstrations on my march to this point, which I reached yesterday,

my animals well tired out, having made a march of over 165 miles in

six days, one day being occupied in the fight.
The officers and men of my command behaved well, and all appeared

desirous to carry out my instructions as well as they could.

My thanks are due to the officers of my staff for communicating my
orders promptly, sometimes being obliged to expose themselves very

* See p. 172.
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much iii so doing Captain Pell, assistant adjutant-general; Major
Wood, Fifteenth New York Cavalry, chief of cavalry; Captain Marsh,
Sixth Iowa Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general; Captain Yon
Minden, Brackett s battalion, acting topographical engineer; Lieuten
ant Ellison, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, acting -ordnance officer; Lieutenant
Bacon, Dakota cavalry, acting assistant quartermaster; and I was also

obliged to accept the services of Surgeon Freeman, medical director, to

carry orders. I shall march toward the Yellowstone in two days, bear

ing a little south, and I expect to overtake the enemy again on my way.
I would beg leave also to add that the day after the tight, when I re
turned to the enemy s camp, some Indians came forward and planted a
white flag on the hill- side; some men, however fired on them and they
retreated. I saw the flag too late.

I inclose you the list* of killed and wounded, and reports of differ

ent commanders.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

ALF. SULLY,
Brigadier- Genera I.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp on the Yellowstone River, Dak. Ter., August 13, 186-1.

SIR : I have the honor to make the following report of my operations
since I made my last report, on the 31st of July, on my return to Heart
Eiver, after my tight:

I assembled together all the Indians and half-breed guides I had to

consult about my course. I had not quite six days full rations on hand,
and I must strike the Yellowstone by the most direct route at the

^Braseau house, where I had ordered two small steamers to meet me
*the first part of August. They all told me it was impossible for wagons
to get through the country near the Little Missouri, without they went
south, the route I started on before I was turned to the north by the report
that the Indians were on Knife River. 1 would thus strike the Yellow

stone, near the Powder Eiver, and it would take me two or three weeks,
and then, besides, I could not meet my boats there. One Indian, how
ever, a Yauktonian, told me he had frequently been across that coun

try on war parties, and he thought he could take the wagons through
by digging some through the hills. I placed myself under his guidance,
and he took me in a west direction for three days along the Heart
Eiver; plenty of good grass and water, but timber scarce

;
the country

filled with extensive beds of coal, in some places veins ten feet thick.

From what I have seen, .coal, I feel sure, can be found in all this

country, from the Missouri west to the Yellowstone. On the 5th day of

August we came in sight of the Bad Lands, which extend along the
Little Missouri, the valley being about twenty miles across

; through
the middle of this valley runs the river. When I came in sight of this

country from the top of the table-laud we were marching on, I became
alarmed, and almost despaired of.ever being able to cross it, and should
have been very much tempted, had I rations enough, to turn back, but,
on a close examination of my rations, I found I only had rations for six

* Nominal list (here omitted) shows 2 killed and 8 wounded in Brackett s Minne
sota Battalion v I killed and 1 wounded in Sixth Iowa Cavalry; 2 killed in Second
Minnesota Cavalry; and 1 wounded iu the First Battalion Dakota Cavalry.
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days longer, by some mistake of my.commissary, I suppose, for he is

not with me to explain, as I left him back at Fort Eice. I therefore had
to reduce the bread ration one-third, all other stores, except meat, one-

half, so as to make it last me to the river. We camped that night with
little or no grass, and but a few holes of muddy rain water. I have
not sufficient power of language to describe the country in front of us.
It was -grand, dismal, and majestic. You can imagine a deep basin,
600 feet deep and twenty-five miles in diameter, filled with a number of
cones and oven-shaped knolls of all sizes, from twenty feet to several
hundred feet high, sometimes by themselves, sometimes piled up into

large heaps on top of one another, in all conceivable shapes and con
fusion. Most of these hills were of a gray clay, but many of a light
brick color, of burnt clay; little or no vegetation. Some of the sides of
the hills, however, were covered with a few scrub cedars. Viewed in
the distance at sunset it looked exactly like the ruins of an ancient city.

My Indian guide appeared to be confident of success, and trusting to

him, I started next morning, and by dint of hard digging, succeeded by
night in reaching the banks of the Little Missouri, about twelve miles.
I regret very much some gentleman well acquainted with geology and
mineralogy did not accompany the expedition, for we marched through
a most wonderful and interesting country. It was covered with
pieces of petrified wood, and on the tops of some of the hills we found
petrified stumps of trees, the remains of a great forest. In some cases
these trees were sixteen to eighteen feet in diameter. Large quantities
of iron ore, lava, and impressions in the rocks of leaves of a size and
shape not known to any of us. The banks of the Little Missouri are

thickly timbered with cottonwood, and the river resembles very much
the Missouri, on a small scale. We had now reached the river and the
middle of the Bad Lands. Having dug our way down to this point
it was now necessary to dig our way out. I therefore ordered out a

strong working party, with four companies of cavalry, under charge of
Lieutenant-Colonel Pattee, Seventh Iowa Cavalry. I remained in cam])
to allow the animals to rest and pick up what grass could be found
around, there being very little to be found. Some few of the men,
however, without orders, took their horses into the timber beyond the

pickets, leaving their saddles si ml arms in camp. A small party of
Indians crawled up to them, fired on them, creating a stampede. Most
of the men ran away, leaving their horses, and the Indians succeeded
in getting a few away, but three or four men having some courage
mounted their horses bareback and gave chase, causing the Indians to

drop all the horses, which \vere retaken, save one or two. A company
was soon in pursuit, but the Indians escaped through some of the
numerous ravines and forests. As we had saddled and hitched up
everything at the first alarm, I broke cam]) and moved up the river
three miles in the direction of our route, where the grass was said to

be better. By evening the working party under Colonel Pattee re

turned, having cut three miles of the road. A part of si company, how
ever, by accident had been left behind. They were surrounded by
Indians and were near being cut oft

, but by si hasty retreat they suc
ceeded in getting through the deep gorge, where the road was cut,
the Indians tiring at them from the tops of the hills. They pursued
them to the river and showed themselves on the top of the high bluffs

opposite my carnp, firing into my camp, but u few shells from Jones

battery soon scattered them, and with the exception of si little picket-
firing there was no more trouble that night. I now knew I had come

10 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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upon the Indians I fought about a week ago, and in the worst possible
section of country I could possibly wish to encounter an enemy.
My road lay through a succession of mountain gorges, down deep

ravines, with perpendicular bluifs, so narrow only one wagon could pass
at a time, intersected with valleys, down which the Indians could dash
onto any point of my train. Stretched out in a single line we would
extend from three to four miles. The large emigrant train I had were
ox-teams heavily loaded, and it was impossible to move them except at
a snail s pace; I felt more apprehension for their safety than for that of

my command, for they had with them a large number of women and
children. Therefore I took, every precaution for protection as well as
for attacking. I distributed my command along the flanks of the train
and a strong guard in rear, with Captain Pope s four howitzers, with
orders for companies to dismount and take the heights at dangerous
points, remaining there till the next company in their rear relieved
them. I sent three companies of the Second Brigade, who had the

advance, ahead with a pioneer party, followed by Jones battery. Col
onel Thomas, with the rest of the Second Brigade, followed on the
flanks of the wagons, while the First Brigade followed guarding the
rest of the trains. I accompanied the advance brigade. I had given
orders that at every point, when the nature of the ground would allow

it, for the teams to double up and park as close as they could, so as to
close up the rear. After marching about three miles we came onto the
Indians strongly posted in front and on the flanks of a deep mountain
pass. They were dislodged after some little trouble, the shells from
Jones battery doing good execution, and the advance with other troops
pushed on, while the pioneer party made the road. The Indians attacked
me on the flanks and rear at the same time, but on all occasions they
were repulsed with heavy loss by troops near by, and thus we advanced
fighting, hunting a road and digging it out, till we reached a small lake
and spring about ten miles from our starting-point, repulsing the Indians
at every point with great slaughter. I speak partly from what I saw,
for in their hasty retreat they had to leave in many instances their dead
on the ground; they carried them off whenever they could. At the

spring there was for a short time quite a brisk little skirmish, the
Indians trying to keep us from the only water we had that day, and
the day was so hot that the animals were suffering very much, having
had not much to eat for two days. Part of Colonel McLaren s Second
Minnesota had most of the work here. One of his companies in advance
got separated from the rest and surrounded; they however got into a
hollow and defended themselves until relieved by other companies sent
out from Colonel Thomas command. Their loss, however, was slight in

comparison to their danger. Unfortunately this day I lost the services
of my guide; he was shot, having ventured too far in the advance. He
was the only one who knew the country over which we were marching.
The next morning we moved forward. The Indians were in front of

us appearing as if they intended to give us battle. Probably about
1,000 showed themselves. I pushed forward Major House&quot;, Sixth

Iowa, with two companies of the Sixth Io\va, and Captain Tripp s

Dakota cavalry, and sent forward Major Brackett with one company
of his battalion, and Pope s four howitzers, dismounting the rest of the
Sixth Iowa, under Lieutenant-Colonel Pollock, on the right, and three

companies of the Seventh Iowa, under Lieutenant-Colonel Pattee, on
the left, to push out and clear our flanks, and moved forward with
Jones battery and the train, Colonel Thomas, with his Minnesota bri-
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gade, taking care of the rear. We advanced without much trouble,
with a little skirmishing in front, and also an attack in rear. The
enemy were repulsed on all sides. It was evident in spite of all their

boasting all fighting was out of them. A few miles brought us to an
open country, and the last we saw of the Indians was a cloud of dust
some six or eight miles oft , running as fast as they could. They were
better mounted than we were. The men behaved well. There were
many acts of individual bravery displayed. A great deal of ingenuity
in many instances was shown by the men in trapping the Indians who,
afraid of our long-ranged rifles and artillery, kept themselves at a re

spectful distance. Parties would crawl out behind hills while a small

party mounted would dash onto the Indians, fire and retreat, drawing
the Indians into the ambuscade, when they would succeed in emptying
a few saddles and capturing a few ponies. It is impossible for me to give
anything like a report of the number of Indians killed, the fighting-
extended over so great a distance, and was a succession of skirmishes;
there was certainly over 100 killed. Other officers feel sure that there
were double or even treble that number. It is certain, however, their
loss was very heavy. The same Indians I fought before were engaged,
besides Cheyennes, Brules, Minneconjous, and others from the south.
This I got from my own Indians, who, during the fight, conversed with
them from behind the hills. They met me under every disadvantage
on the strongest of positions and were entirely crushed and routed. If
I had had anything to eat and was not encumbered with an emigrant
train, and if my animals had not been without food so many days, 1

might have overtaken some of them, for they tied in all directions.
I would here state that on crossing the Little Missouri I found the

country covered with myriads of grasshoppers, who had eaten every
thing. My animals were almost starved. I found this state of things
all the way to the Yellowstone, and I was obliged to abandon and shoot
a number of animals on the road. After marching six miles this day,
we came to the place where the Indians left about thirty hours before

my arrival. From the size of their cam]), or rather bivouac, for they
had pitched no lodges, I should judge all the Indians in the country
had assembled there. The space they occupied was over one anile long
and half a mile wide, besides which we discovered camps all over the

country, close by this spot. I found the lodge trails turned to the felt

in a southwest direction. We still continued our course west by north,
and next day crossed a heavy trail going northeast toward the same
point where I first fought them. It was evidently not all the lodges
that went that way. We, continued our way across the country to

the Yellowstone, which we reached on the iLth of August, over a sec

tion of country I never wish to travel again: our animals half dead
with hunger; the grass entirely eaten off. 1 should judge it was never

very good grass in the best of seasons. The water we had to drink
the worst sort of alkali water; this told on the animals. Fortunately,
we here met the two boats I ordered to get up the Yellowstone if pos
sible, and the first steamer that ever attempted to ascend this river.

These boats were the (Jhippewa Falls and Alone, small stern-wheel

steamers, the former drawing only twelve inches light; they each had
about fifty tons of freight; very little of it corn. The steamer Island

City, having aboard nearly all my corn, struck a snag near Fort Union
and sunk. The steamers attempted to go above this point, but a rapid
shoal rendered it impossible. It was also fortunate for the boats that
we arrived when we did, for the water is falling fast, and it will be
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impossible for them to go down the stream over rapids below without
the help of our wagons. Having no grain to recuperate my animals I

had to again change my plans.
I intended to again strike across the country northeast, in hopes

of reaching the Indians again, but without any grass for several

days this could not be done. I therefore crossed the command over
the river, fording it with my wagons without much difficulty. The
building of the post on the Yellowstone this year I consider not prac
ticable. The loss of one of my boats, the impossibility of getting boats
this late up the river, and the want of grass preventing me from haul

ing stores several hundred miles up the river will show you the reasons.
I shall follow down the Yellowstone to its mouth, cross the Missouri
and down it to Berthold. I will by this means have grass and a good
road, though I increase my distance over 100 miles. I have the honor
to inclose you the reports of commanders in regard to the part they
took in the different skirmishes.

With much respect, vour obedient servant,
ALF. SULLY,

Brigadier- Gen era L

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Fort Union, Dak. Ter., August !&[?], 1ML

SIR: My last report, dated August 13, was written after we had
crossed the Yellowstone. I started on the 14th of August down the
river. Grass was quite scarce and very much scattered. In conse

quence I had to scatter my command. This, L am informed by those
who ought to know, is not the case generally, but that this season there
were no snows and rain fell too late to be of much service. The coun

try appeared to be completely burned over by the sun, as if there had
been a tire over the prairie. It was reported to me the boats could not

get down the river over the different rapids. Therefore I had to unload
the wagons and send them to unload the boats, and witli the assistance
of the men I placed aboard the boats 1 succeeded in getting them to this

point on the 17th instant. I had some difficulty in getting across the

Missouri, owing to the quicksands. I could not ford it with wagons.
They were all unloaded, taken to pieces, and placed on the boats, and
the animals swam across. On the 20th of August I succeeded in get
ting everything across, with the loss of 1 man and 3 animals drowned
and 2 wagons broken. It is now a month since we started from Fort
Kice, and during that time we have marched about 400 miles over a
most difficult country. The tirst night after I got across a party of

Crows came in, reporting they had been chased by a very large party
of Sioux. I sent out Major Brackett and his battalion, and two pieces
under Captain Pope, with these Indians after the Sioux, but after

hunting all over the country they returned, reporting no signs of Indi

ans, but a fresh track of a large body of buffalo. The chief of the
Crows expressed the most friendly feeling toward the whites, and wished
me to remain here till he could bring the nation in to see me. This I

could not promise. The traders here report that they expressed quite
a different feeling toward the whites before, they heard I was in the

country. The Assinniboines were here a few days before I arrived to

receive their goods. They got part of them, issued by the command-
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ing officer, for the agent of all these, upper bauds left some weeks ago.
This system of issuing annuity goods is one grand humbug. The annui
ties sent are so very small that it is impossible for every one of the
nation to get a share, without they are issued at the rate of spoonsfull
of sugar, and strips of doth one inch wide per man. The strongest and
boldest of the bauds, and often the worst Indians, get the largest share.
This breeds dissatisfaction. The agent comes up the river with the

goods on some boat, and if he don t find the Indians present to receive
their annuities he, returns in the boat, leaving the stores in charge of
the fort, to be issued or not, as may seem best, and liable to be stolen.
It cannot be.expected of the Indians that they will leave their hunt
ing grounds and bring their families to some fort, where there is no
game, to starve while waiting to receive a spoonful of sugar, or a few
beads, and part of a blanket per head, and maybe have to wait for

weeks and weeks at one of the forts the arrival of their agent with the

goods, who must return m the boat that brought him up, or be obliged
to remain up in the country until next year. It would be better to do
away with this annuity business altogether, as the Indians call it pay
ing them to be good, or if it is considered necessary to make a tribe, a

present let it be on their good conduct, and when ordered by the Presi

dent, or let the goods remain for several years to accumulate to a re

spectable amount, and send them under charge of some honest man,
who would remain and see that the Indians got them. I here parted
with my emigrant train, but not until they had succeeded in giving
me further cause not to forget them. Quite a number of horses, mules,
and oxen turned up missing. At first it was supposed they had strayed
away in the thick timber; a large number of pistols and other arms
and property were also reported to me missing, and several deserters.
I therefore sent a force after the Idaho gentlemen; they overtook part
of it, for it was scattered all over the country. Twenty Indians could
have captured them in detail. The part of the train my troops over
took was composed of the better class of citizens; they only had nine

oxen, six horses, and a few rifles. They acknowledged that a party
ahead had a very large amount of arms that they had purchased from
soldiers for whiskey, but as they had good animals, stolen ours, they
were some twenty miles ahead; with them were the deserters. These
gentlemen expressed great regret that they should be associated with
such scoundrels, yet they did not give me information by which I might
have caught these men. I suppose they did not think it of importance.
The fort is an old, dilapidated affair, almost falling to pieces. I have here

deposited the stores I intended for the post up the Yellowstone, under
charge of Company I, Thirtieth Wisconsin. This command will remain
here this winter to guard the stores. I look upon the position at the
mouth of the Yellowstone as a very important one as a depot of sup
plies.
Fort Union is too far above, the mouth of the Yellowstone, and fre

quently inaccessible. I therefore made a military reservation about four
miles square at and below the mouth of the Y ellowstone River, taking
in all the heaviest bodies of timber.
The two boats start below in a day or so with the sick and wounded.

As soon as I load up my train I will start for Fort Berthold.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

ALF. SULLY,
Brigadier- General.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST.
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HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Fort Bertholfl, August 29, 1864.

SIR: I started from Fort Union on the 21st and reached this point
yesterday. Our march at first had to be slow on account of our ani

mals, but after inarching about seventy miles the grass improved greatly,
and in consequence our animals. It was my intention to come to this

point, as I would here, no doubt, be able to learn something about the
Sioux from the Ree Indians. After marching down the river six days,
about eighty miles by land below Union, we came to a place near the
head of the Big Bend, where a very large body of Indians had crossed
the Missouri, about ten days before, and camped there one night.
There were very few trails of lodges, but a very large number of pony
tracks, some thousand at least. Their track, after going north, appeared
to turn to the east and cross the Little Knife River, iu the direction of
Devil s Lake. These were undoubtedly the same Indians whose trail I

mentioned we crossed after our fighting in the hills east of the Yellow
stone, and I had no doubt they were the Yanktonais; this I afterward
found out was the case. They may have, gone into the British posses
sions, for all the Indians well know we are not authorized to cross the
line. The half breeds of the North keep them well posted in these mat
ters; it is to their interest to draw all the trade to their country. On
my arrival at Berthold I met all the Indians of the Ree, Gros Ventres,
and Mandan Nations. They were busy collecting their corn, of which
they have a very large amount. They were all glad to see me, as they
expressed themselves. They now felt as if they were relieved from

slavery. They offered their services to go out with me. A large party
of them had started in July to meet me, but found by my trail I had
passed so long ago they went to Fort Rice. These Indians have for

years been friends to the whites; they are industrious and look well
off. The Sioux tried hard to get them to join them. This they would
not do, but had to make peace with them, as they are too weak to con
tend against this powerful tribe. They ought to be protected, as they
afford, in a measure, a barrier against the Sioux holding all the country
near the river. On this account, and as I deemed it necessary to keep
up the communication up the river, I ordered Captain Moreland, with
his company (G, Sixth Iowa Cavalry), to garrison the fort. This post
is the best point from which to supply a post at Devil s Lake.

In conversing with the Rees in regard to the trail I crossed, they all

agreed that undoubtedly the Sioux had gone to the Maison du Chien
Butte, and not to the line. The day after I arrived a Yanktonais In

dian arrived, who had married a Ree squaw; he came to see me ; I knew
him as the brother of Big Head. He reported that he had just come
from the camp of the Yanktonais, at a lake, the head of the Little

Knife River ; that there they had met a party of half-breeds of the North,
who had furnished them seven kegs of powder and balls, and that by
their invitation they were then on their way to the British line. He also

stated that the Chiefs Black Catfish and Medicine Bull and some of the
head men had told him that they wished to make peace, and wanted
to come in, but were afraid: that they would not have got into this

scrape had it not been for the Uiikpapas, and other tribes south; that
at the first battle I had they were satisfied the Unkpapas were better
at talking than fighting; that at the next fight they moved out of the

way and then left the rest, going north, while the rest had gone into

the Black Hills; also that Two Bears left to go to Fort Rice. The In
dians had lost most of their lodges and baggage, and were in a very
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distressed condition. F give you his story for what it is worth; it may
be true, but is just us likely false. However, 1 gave this Yanktonais
a paper, and sent him back to bring in the Yanktonais to Fort Bice
and I would talk with them. I told him 1 intended to go north after

these Indians, but that I would not go there now after what he said
;

in fact, it was not in my power to go as I had not rations enough.
On the 30th I start down the river. I shall march down some dis

tance, and then turn off toward Devil s Lake, when I shall know if this

Indian has told me the truth.

With much respect, your obedient servant,
ALF. STILLY,
Brigadier-General.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE XORTHWEST.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp Fort Rice, September .9, 1864.

GENERAL : On my arrival here I received the first communication I

have received for two months. I reached herewith my staff yesterday,
the command to-day. I have not time to address you officially and
therefore write in private a short note what 1 shall say in the proper
mode. Captain Fisk, I very much fear, has destroyed all the plans I

had made to make a peace with these Indians, and so close this trouble
some and expensive business, for if it is continued it can be made a
second Florida war. Why will our Government continue to act so fool

ishly, sending out emigrant trains at a great expense ? Do they know
that most of the men that go are persons running away from the draft?

They curse and ridicule the expedition and officers in command. Fisk,
as I am reliably informed, was the loudest talker in this respect; he
ridiculed the expedition and particularly me in the loudest terms, and
now he sends back word he is corralled about 1*00 miles west and wants

help, as he says, to go forward, for it would be ruinous to him to turn
back. But he wishes troops now (he boasted he could go anywhere
through the country with fifty men to help him) no matter if it costs
the Government any amount and exposed the lives of the men and an
imals of my command. The Government would have saved money had
they bought out the emigrant train I took, and Fisk s, paying them
three times the value. They can t go forward on their trail; there is no

grass and very little water. Fisk was told of this before he started

from here, but he, though he had never been over the country, knew bet
ter. &quot;It was a damned trick of the traders; they wanted him to go
ninety miles out of his way, by Berthold, to get money out of his men.&quot;

I have given orders to the commander of the troops I send to his relief,

mostly infantry (for most of the horses are too weak to travel), to bring
back the troops and advise the emigrants to turn back, for in less than
a month we must expect winter here, then if Fisk and his emigrants
choose to go ahead let them go.

Lieutenant Smith, Dakota cavalry, commanded the escort which
Colonel Dill, contrary to my orders, furnished. This is the same lieu

tenant that the President dismissed for low, outrageous conduct. Cap
tain Fisk reports him as the bravest of men. He may be. This lieu

tenant was sent with a few soldiers back to Fort Rice with the

application for relief. This lieutenant reports that there are over 1,000
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Indians; that Fisk is fortified and is digging for water. The soldiers

report differently, as they say the first attack was made on two wagons
far in the rear, with ammunition and some arms and seven man, by
about sixty Indians. These wagons were captured and six of the men
killed, and at no time over 300 Indians were there. This I believe to be
the true story, but if they remain there, before long they will have force

of Indians enough to clean them out. Should this take place it will

put a stop to all hopes of my coming to any settlement this year with
the Indians.
About 300 or 400 lodges of Indians of all bands, those who gave them

selves up this year and I allowed to go and hunt, are here. Seven of

the Yanktonais are with them who report that all the Yanktonais and
some Santees are on their way here to see me and make peace. If the
Fisk raid don t put a stop to this it will be a great matter. I hope it is

true, but have iny doubts. You state that the six companies of the
First U. S. Volunteers are on their way by steamer. Xo boat can get
up here now. Shall I relieve the Wisconsin troops if they don t come I

I can do so. In case these troops do come 1 will have Brackett s bat
talion and four small companies of the Seventh Iowa of no use to me
this winter. Will you please send orders to me by telegraph.

Yours, with respect,
ALF. SULLY,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General POPE,
Milwaukee.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Fort Rice, Dale. Ter., September 11, 1864.

SIR: I left Fort Berthold the 1st of September, marched down the

Missouri to mouth of Snake Creek. Was glad to get my command
away, for I found that whisky there was in abundance. I am told by
reliable persons that the Indians had it in their tents for sale. It is

said they get it from the English half-breeds, who appear to have con
trol of this country. From the mouth of Snake Creek I struck north
toward the Mouse River, and after going in sight of it turned to the

southeast to the Maison du Chien Butte, and there encamped. I sent

out parties to examine the country, but no recent signs of Indians could
be discovered. We found thousands of buffalo, good grass, plenty of

water, and some timber the very country I would go into to hunt for

Indians. On top of the butte you have a tine view of the country for

over forty miles. I am now satisfied of the truth of so much of the

Yanktonais story that I mentioned in my last letter, as to these In

dians seeking safety with their friends in the British possessions.

Although I found no recent signs of Indians. I found the country all

around cut up by heavy trains of Pembina carts, about a month old,

in all directions. One trail looked quite recent, and I was in hopes of

capturing some of these scoundrels, but did not succeed. We can never

expect to have quiet on this frontier till this unlawful traffic on the part
of people from the English possessions is put down. An expedition
into their country would have a very beneficial effect. It would show
the Indians that they had not a safe refuge, and could no longer be

supplied with ammunition by people living under the English fiag.

They come into our country constantly in parties several hundred

strong, well armed and ready to attack or defend themselves, invite
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our Indians to resist the Government, furnish them with arms and am
munition, and when they are pushed by the troops take care of them
over the British line till the troops get out of the way. If we had the

troops to remain in this country this could be, in a great measure,
stopped in a short time. Xot being permitted to follow the Indians
north of the line, and having nothing to fight in my own country, I took

up my line of march south toward Fort Rice. We found the buffalo so

thick at some of our camps I had to send out men dismounted as skir

mishers to drive them off. A great many were killed in this way,
which was lucky, for our fresh meat was about out.

I reached Fort Rice on the evening of the 8th instant; the command
arrived next day. I found the post in a fine state of progress. The
four companies of Colonel Dill s command have done an immense
amount of labor in the last two months and have done it well. The
post when finished will be one of the best posts in the West. The men
complain greatly that working as they do they wear out more clothing
than their pay amounts to. If I had it in my own power, I would issue
them extra clothing; they deserve it. I here met the lodges of Indians
of different bands who took no part in the war, and by my permission
went on a hunt, under charge of fifty of their soldiers that I appoint
from the different tribes of Indians to keep order in their camp. Giv
ing them a uniform, they appeared to be proud of their position. They
also tell me they think all the Yauktonais will come in before long and
make peace; I hope it may be true. 1 here learned that Captain Fisk
and his emigrant train of 80 or 100 wagons left here about two
weeks ago on my trail to go to the Yellowstone; that he reached here
under an escort of a company of cavalry. He required an escort from
the commanding officer here Colonel Dill, Thirtieth Wisconsin. The
colonel furnished him with an escort of a lieutenant and fifty men, com
posed of cavalrymen that I had left here, not in good health and poorly
&quot;mounted. The lieutenant with fourteen men returned the day before I

arrived with a letter from Captain Fisk, stating that he was about 200
miles west of here (he had left my trail) ;

he was corralled and fortified,

and was surrounded by Indians, and that he must be re-enforced to

enable him to go forward, &quot;for to turn back would be ruinous to him.&quot;

While here he was cautioned against going west on my trail, both on
account of the danger to so small a force, and of the very great difficul

ties of their getting through on account of the country. He laughed
and replied that with fifty men he could go anywhere ; all he wanted with

fifty men, soldiers, was to quiet the fears of the women and children
he had with him.
In questioning separately the soldiers who returned I found that not

over 300 Indians were there; that they were attacked three days before

they made their corral by about sixty Indians, while the train was
stretched out on the road, and two wagons, one of which had upset,
were about two miles in the reav, with a guard of six soldiers. One of

these wagons unfortunately contained arms and ammunition. Six
soldiers and two citizens were killed and wagons captured, and one
citizen escaped. They had skirmishes after that, and then they cor

ralled. They were burning parts of their wagons and feeding the cat
tle on bread and Hour when the party left; they left in the middle of a

stormy night. Fearing, if this emigrant party remained where they
were long, the Indians would send out runners and collect a party that
would clean them out. and learning that all the party except the cap
tain -were anxious to turn back, I thought it my duty to do all in my
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power to save them, in spite of the orders I had received about the
movement of troops, OH account of the women and children and my
soldiers, if no one else, who were innocent of the folly of so small a

party going into an enemy s country, who had lately been badly
whipped, and would do all they could to take revenge if possible.
When my troops arrived next day I issued an order directing Colonel
Dill, with 300 of the Thirtieth Wisconsin, 200 Eighth Minnesota, 100
Seventh Iowa Cavalry, all dismounted, and from the Second Minnesota
Cavalry, Brackett s battalion, and Sixth Iowa Cavalry 100 men each,
mounted on the best of the horses, with two howitzers, to go after Cap
tain Fisk and bring back his party. I would have sent only a cavalry
force, but this I could not; my animals were too weak to stand a rapid
march, having marched 1,500 miles in the last three months, sometimes
with little or no grass, and the worst of alkali water. All day yester
day was consumed in crossing the troops and wagons, drawing rations,
&c.; this morning early they started. I hope they will be in time to
relieve Captain Fisk, if he is in trouble, for a disaster tc him and his

party at this present moment would greatly retard my prospects of

making peace with the Indians. They would, of course, take this

emigrant train for part of my command, and if they capture it the evil

disposed in the nation would boast of it and urge the rest to continue
the \var. I shall send off from here all the troops except a sufficient

number to protect the place, and will remain here some days. I would
like to keep the command up here a few weeks longer, but this is

impossible. I have not rations enough ; a very large quantity of what I
have is not lit for use. The sinkingOf two boats and the breaking
down of another, together with the low stage of water, prevented all

my supplies reaching here. The campaign for this summer must there
fore close. Winter will very soon set in and with it death to all my
stock, reduced and weak as it Is; two or three cold freezing rains or
snows on the prairie would kill them off*.

In conclusion I would beg leave to make the following remarks in

regard to Indian affairs in this section of country: The Indian expedi
tion which the general commanding the department ordered has been
a success in every respect as far as it was in the power of any one or

any body of troops to make it so. Circumstances over which no human
being had any control prevented it from being a perfect success in

every respect. Had the Missouri Eiver commenced to rise in April, as
it generally does, instead of June, the boats from Saint Louis would have
got up to Sioux City and other points of starting sooner: the command
would have been in the field sooner, boats would not have stuck on
sand-bars, freight would not have been unloaded and loaded, whereby
much of the stores was damaged badly. Had not two of the boats
sunk and one become disabled, more supplies would be on hand, and
if the usual amount of snow had fallen last winter the river would
have been higher, the Yellowstone would have been navigable, there
would have been grass and water, no* alkali, which has helped to kill

off many of my animals, the post on the Yellowstone could have been
established. But in spite of all this,~the expedition has met the com
bined forces of the Sioux Xation at points they chose to give us battle,
and in these engagements completely routed them, destroyed a large
portion of their camps and baggage, and scattered them in all direc

tions, completely breaking up their combination, and proved to them
that in spite of their boasts and threats they were no match for the
whites. I think they never will again organize for resistance against
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ji largo body of troops, and I do not therefore think it will be necessary
to have another expedition. Yet, owing- to the vast extent of country
over which these Sioux can rove, the peculiar nature of a large portion,
of the country, such as the Black Hills, the mountains near the Big
Horn, the Bad Lands, extending ten miles and over, on both sides of
the Little Missouri, Gros Ventres, so broken up in places with narrow
ravines, hundreds of feet deep, the sides of which are perfectly perpen
dicular, it is not only easy then to lose Indians you may be in pursuit
of, but even lose yourself; and then, again, the safe refuge the Indians
have in the British possessions under the protection of the half-breeds
of the North, who urge the Indians to keep up the war, so that they
may be benefited by their trade, it will be exceedingly difficult to

bring all the bands of the Sioux to a complete subjection. A peace
could no doubt be made with these Indians, as was made in 1857, by
Congress making a heavy appropriation, promising to feed and clothe
these Indians and begging them not to be bad any more, and there is

no doubt such a peace would be just as well kept as the peace already
made that is, every white man who entered their country would be
robbed or killed, without they went in sufficient numbers to protect
themselves. The Indians regard the annuities given by the Govern
ment because- they fear them. It will be necessary, however, to gar
rison posts in the country, keeping up a sufficient force for a few years
not only to guard the posts but to send out parties to hunt up the
Indians.
The matter of the greatest consequence in regard to these posts is the

selection of a proper commander, so few officers in the army, at least
in the volunteer service, that have had the opportunity to become well

acquainted with the Indian character. It would be better to have no
garrison at all than to have it commanded by an incompetent officer.

The post on the Yellowstone should be built, but the question is where
to place it. In a military point of view, near the mouth of the Powder
Eiver would be a good point, but from what I saw on the Yellowstone

Valley, and from what 1 am told by those who ought to know, there will

be great difficulty in procuring hay.
All the Indians north of the Missouri, above the Big Bend, could

easily be banded together to assist a body of troops to war against the
Sioux. In my opinion it would be policy and economy for the Govern
ment to expend a few thousand dollars and get these Indians into a
war with the hostile portion of the Sioux, and to assist them also with

troops, till all the posts are permanently established.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

ALF. STILLY,
Brigadier-Genera I.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Crow Creek Agency, Dak. Ter., October H), 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report I arrived here to-day; left the camp
near Farm Island the 8th. The same day the First U. S. Volunteers
reached there marching. They had to leave their boat some thirty
miles below here, owing to the unusual low stage of water. The bat
talion was in a poor condition to march in this season of the year, with-
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out tents, and little or no transportation. I, however, had on hand
shelter-tents, that were for my use, but did not reach me in time, and
I hired a lew wagons. They will reach Rice about the 17th. I was
much pleased with the appearance of tne officers and men. I found
that the three head chiefs of the hostile bauds, who had been in both
the battles this year, had been in at the fort. They acknowledged they
had been badly beaten, and felt they were no match for the whites, and
wished to know on what terms they could have peace. The command
ing officer told them on condition they behaved themselves, and would
no longer molest the whites. They went off saying they would go to

bring in their principal people. I have forgotten the names of two of

these chiefs, but Bear Ribs, an Unkpapa, is one. As I had to go
below 1 left my adjutant-general, Captain Pell, at Fort Sully, to meet
them, and to send me word if I was wanted. 1 shall go to Sioux City,
and I think it would be well for me to remain there a few weeks till I

can hear from them. My friendly Indians also met me there with the
same news &quot; that they had no doubt these Indians would all come in

for peace.&quot; I think the prospect looks bright for finishing all troubles
west of the river, but on this side of the river, the British possessions
affording a safe refuge for all evil disposed, may delay matters for a
time. If these Indians don t come in before winter sets in, it is not

likely they will before early spring, as they will probably make their

winter camp far from the troops. I would be glad to hear if the gen
eral commanding thinks it best for me to remain at Sioux City until I

hear definitely in regard to this matter.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

ALF. SULLY,
Briaadier- Genera L

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST.

[luilorsoment.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE XORTHWEST.
Milicaukee, October ,&?, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Halleck.
This report of General Sully is valuable and interesting as showing

the immediate prospect of settling all Indian difficulties in this depart
ment.

JXO. POPE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Xo. 3.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Samuel M. Pollock, fii.rth loira Cavalry, First

Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH IOWA VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
Camp No. 34, July 2J, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report the operations of eleven companies
of the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry on the 28th and 29th of July, 1864

(Company K having been left in garrison at Fort Randall. Dak. Ter.), in

connection with the battle with the Indians at Tahkahokuty. On the

morning of the 28th instant the two brigades took up the line of march
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from their camp (Xo. 32) and Big Knife Biver, in a direction west of north.

The First Brigade, consisting of the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, three

companies of the Seventh Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, Brackett s Battalion
of Minnesota Cavalry, two companies of Dakota cavalry, the Prairie

battery, and one company of Indian scouts, being in advance. About
11 a. in. the guides announced that they had discovered Indians in

large numbers at a place called Tahkahokuty, directly in our front,
and at a distance of but a few miles, as reported by them, but which

eventually proved to be at least ten miles away.
The position occupied by the Indians consisted of a ridge of buttes,

varying from 400 to 800 feet in height, the sides of which were covered
with timber and large rocks. Deep, wooded ravines almost inaccessi

ble to cavalry protected nearly the whole front of these buttes. South
of this position were lower ranges of buttes, over which it was necessary
to pass to reach the almost impregnable position occupied by the enemy.
These lower ranges were broken, uneven, and stony.

Upon the announcement of the presence of Indians in our front the
line of battle was immediately formed by the general commanding, the
Seventh Iowa Volunteer Cavalry being in the center, the Sixth Iowa

Cavalry on the right, and the Eighth Minnesota Infantry on the left,

the Prairie battery, supported by Company M, Sixth Iowa Cavalry,
and the Indian scouts advancing in the interval between the Sixth
and Seventh Iowa Cavalry. One battalion, composed of Companies A,
(T, L, and D, of the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, was commanded by
Capt. John Galligan, Company A; one battalion (Companies B, E, and

F) by Capt. D. C. Cram, Company B; and one battalion (Companies C,

II, and I) by Major House. Company G was thrown in advance of the
line of skirmishers. Strong parties of Indians came out well mounted

(some of them on American horses) and attacked us from eight to ten

miles from their position in the bluffs. Six companies, viz, A, C, D,
H, I, and L, were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers on the right,

Company G- dismounted and skirmishing in the advance, three com
panies (B, E, and F) remaining mounted, and used as a reserve, under
command of Capt. D. C. Cram. After advancing and skirmishing
about three miles the Indians gathered in large numbers on and near
a high butte in front of our left. The Prairie battery took position, and
after tiring a few rounds dislodged and scattered them. We continued
to advance for about two miles farther, constantly skirmishing and
driving the enemy before us, when they again massed in large numbers
on our right front. A part of the Minnesota battery, supported by
Company E, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, was placed in position on our right,
and after a few rounds scattered them, they moving still farther to our

right near the high bluffs which extended some distance in that direc

tion. A charge was here made upon them by Brackett s Battalion of

Minnesota Cavalry, and they were again driven more to our front,

gradually falling back to their strongest position in the range of bluffs

before indicated. Our line continued to advance, but by direction of

the general commanding was not to move in advance of the Seventh
Iowa Cavalry on our left, but was to present a connected and continu

ous line. We were delayed for an hour or more awaiting the advance
of the Seventh Iowa Cavalry.
The artillery and cavalry were thrown forward, on the right and left,

driving the enemy up in the bluffs. Our line again advanced and
reached and took possession of the bluffs about sunset, the artillery

having shelled the enemy from their shelter in the woods and behind
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the rocks on the sides of the bluffs in our front. But one casualty
occurred in the regiment : one man in Company M, Sixth Iowa Cavalry
was severely but not dangerously wounded. The day was excessively
hot. The men were dismounted and carrying their arms and ammuni
tion (weighing about twenty-five pounds), and the Indians being well

mounted, were able generally to move out of the range of our rifles. It is

impossible to give with any degree of certainty the number of Indians

killed; many, however, were seen to fall from their horses, and sev
eral were known to have been killed. We encamped about two miles

north of the battle-field, and the next morning started in pursuit of

the Indians toward the Little Missouri Biver, but after marching about
two hours were obliged to turn back, having found it impossible to

move any farther with wagons in that direction. Upon returning to

the battle-field four companies were detailed to destroy property taken
from the Indians. A vast amount of property consisting of lodges,

poles, and dried meat was destroyed. Both officers and men behaved
well throughout.

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
S. M. POLLOCK,

Lieut. Col. tiixth Iowa, Cavalry Commanding Regiment.

Capt. JOHN II. PELL,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Northwestern Indian Expedition.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH IOWA VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
Camp No.

, August !). IStil.

SlR: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 8th
instant the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry moved from the camp on
the Little Missouri River into the position assigned it as the right
column of the First Brigade of the Northwestern Indian Expedition.
Immediately after moving into position, and before crossing the river,

Indians in large numbers were seen in front and on the right and left

of the column
; heavy firing was also heard in front. My command was

immediatelymoved forward, closing up to the rear of the Second Brigade,
which was that day in advance. I dismounted Companies D and L,

deploying them as skirmishers on the right of the column. On the

range of liigh buttes running along the right of the deep ravine through
which the column and train were obliged to advance, parties of Indians

appeared continually on the fianks, but finding no part of the train

unguarded kept mostly out of range of our guns. In this manner we
continued to advance for about four miles until we approached two

high buttes between which our route was, and from which the enemy
had been dislodged by the troops in the advance. The train with the

brigade in advance was corralled here and troops stationed on the

heights. While the advance had moved forward to secure a position in

front, the troops stationed on the heights on the right flank were
relieved by Companies C and I, of my command. .V part of Company
M was also left as a support to a piece placed in position on the right
flank of the column by Captain Pope from his battery. The column

again moved forward, large numbers of Indians appearing on the flanks

and passing around the rear, only coming within range of our carbines

occasionally, generally secreting themselves when within range in

ravines and behind buttes. The rear was frequently threatened, but
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nothing more than skirmishing- took place there. The command con
tinued to march in this manner until about 5 p. in., when we arrived at
a small lake where we were ordered to bivouac.
We were allowed but a short rest, however, the Indians appearing

in large numbers suddenly, covering- the Imttes in every direction and
entirely surrounding the command. Companies A, C, E, G, I, and L
were immediately moved out on foot to support the pickets ; except
coming near enough to exchange a few shots no direct attack was made.
Private Alfred J. Nicholson, Compamy II (which company formed a

part of the rear guard), while in rear of his company a few yards, was
wounded in the hip by an arrow, indicting a flesh wound, not danger
ous. Xo other casualties occurred during the day. Six or eight In
dians are believed to have been killed during the day, but being on the
flank and in rear of the column, no definite statement can be made.
Companies A and II were on guard during the night. Companies C,
D, F, and L were placed directly in rear of the pickets and near them
as a support in case of an attack. The remainder of the regiment slept
on their arms. At daybreak on the morning of the 9th Indians in

large numbers were discovered occupying the buttes around camp, and
particularly in front. Large numbers of them were gathered on every
butte or hill near our camp. A hurried meal was soon dispatched and
the First Brigade moved in position as the advance brigade. The In
dians were gradually moving nearer camp and had already exchanged
several shots with the pickets, becoming very insolent and taking pos
session of every position in our front that would afford them any pro
tection from the artillery. Company C was dismounted, and Company
I mounted, were moved forward as a part of the advance guard. One
battalion, Companies A, D, G, and L (Capt. John Galligau, Company
A, acting major) were now dismounted and moved in front of the right
of the brigade as skirmishers. I was then ordered to move forward and
drive the Indians from the front and take possession of two high buttes
about one mile in advance and which were covered with Indians. The
command was given and the six companies last named moved forward
at double-quick time, driving the Indians from the buttes and ravines,
scattering them wherever they attempted to make a stand, and continu

ing at this pace made a charge of over two miles in a very few minutes
without halting. I was here halted by orders of the general command
ing until the column and train came up. The Indians evidently not

expecting so rapid an advance, were dismayed and disheartened, and
fleeing in every direction disappeared almost entirely from, our front,
the few remaining keeping at a respectful distance and giving us no
farther opportunity of engaging them. Xo casualties occurred during-
the day, although several bodies of Indians were closely engaged, but
were mostly surprised in ravines, and were too much alarmed to fire

with any certain aim, and the only damage received from their fire was
the loss of two horses in Company I. Thirteen Indians were known to
have been killed, and a number of others were seen to fall, many of
them being placed on ponies and carried away by their comrades. Both
officers and men behaved well during the entire engagement.

I have the honor to remain, sir. very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. M. POLLOCK,
L ieuten ant- Go Ion el, Command iny Recjhnen t.

Capt. JOHN EL PELL.
Asst. Adjt. (Jen., Northwestern Indian Expedition.
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Report of Lieut. Col. John Pattee, Seventh Iowa Cavalry.

HDQRS. THIRD BATTALION, SEVENTH IOWA CAVALRY.
NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,

Camp No. 36, August 2, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that on the 28th of July, 18G4,
the command broke camp on a branch of Knife Elver at an early hour
und marched in a northwestern direction. My battalion was marching
in rear of the left column of the First Brigade. At about 10 a. m.
information was brought in by the guides that a large body of Indians
had been discovered a few miles directly in our front. I was ordered
to move my men to the head of the left column. After marching a
short distance the Indians appeared in large numbers in front, and I

was ordered to dismount my men and deploy them in front as skir

mishers. My formation was in the center, the Sixth Iowa Cavalry
being on my right and the Eighth Minnesota on the left. As soon as
the formation was completed the whole line commenced advancing, and
after marching from one and a half to two miles a still larger number
of Indians could be seen maneuvering on the base of a large and abrupt
range of wooded hills a few miles in front. They soon advanced to

meet our line, which continued steadily to advance, and a scattering
fire was commenced, the first* volley being fired at an Indian who ap
peared in front brandishing a war club and apparently directing the
movements of the others, this being the opening tire of the tight. The
tire then became general and continued with intervals along our whole
line. Although my men had never before been under tire, they con
tinued to advance steadily and deliberately and met and repelled the

charges made by the Indians from time to time with great firmness and
composure.
The advance continued in this way about one hour when the Eighth

Minnesota, being severely pressed, fell back, leaving my left entirely

unsupported and a large break in the line. This I attempted to obviate
for some time by extending my intervals and allowing my left to bend
slightly to the rear, until a battery and its supports taking up their

position on our left, I reformed my line and continued to advance. At
this time a battery with its support took up its position on our left and
a force of cavalry on the right, and advancing in front of our line drove
the Indians out of our reach, when we ceased firing and followed in rear
of the cavalry to the foot of the bluffs.

The whole tight lasted about six hours, during which time the Indians
were driven a distance of about ten miles.

It is to be regretted that because of the nature of the ground and the
Indian way of fighting much of our fire was wasted. The ground over
which we advanced was very uneven, and the Indians would gather
behind knolls and in ravines on our front and fire upon us and scatter

away on their swift-footed ponies.
Too much praise cannot be given to officers and men of my command

for the calm bearing and good judgment evinced upon all occasions and
Tinder all circumstances.

My troops took no part in any action on the 29th. As to casualties

I am happy to state that I lost no men either in killed or wounded.
JOHN PATTEE,

Lieutenant- Colonel tiece-nlh Toica Volunteer Cavalry.

Capt. JOHN II. PELL,
Assistant Adjutant- General*
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Reports of Maj. Alfred /&amp;gt;. Brackett, Bracket? ft Minnesota Battalion

Cavalry.

BRACKETT S MINNESOTA BATTALION.
NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,

Camp No. 36, August 7, 1861.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the foliowing report of the part
I took with my command in the action with hostile Indians on July 28,
1864:

I was first ordered to move in column on the right, which I did.

Subsequently I received orders to support the line of skirmishers in

advance, which I did by bringing Companies Band C inline with Com
panies A and 1) as support. 1 moved in that order some three miles

when, finding the enemy massing in considerable force and attacking
my right, I engaged them with Company B dismounted, at the same
time asking and receiving permission of you to charge them with saber.
I immediately gave the order to Capt. E. Y. Shelley, of Company C, to

charge them with his company, which order he executed and followed

up in a manner highly creditable to himself and those under him. The
charge resulted in the killing of 13 Indians found on the field and
entirely routing the balance. Finding the enemy forming in large num
bers on my left and front I rallied my whole command and found it

necessarytodismount them, as 1 was being severelyannoyed frouiravines
and thickets impracticable for horse. After severe skirmishing, drove
the enemy to the base of a high hill, where I met with a strong opposi
tion, they being in strong force on its summit. I finally succeeded in

taking possession of the hill, which 1 held, driving the enemy far beyond.
The nature of the ground in front rendering it impracticable to pursue
farther at that time, I rejoined your command with my battalion.

In the charge Sergt. George \V. Xorthrup, of Company C, fell, after

receiving eight or ten wounds, one of which pierced him through the
heart. Horatio X. Austin, ofCompany 1). was also killed while skirmish

ing. My loss during the day was 2 killed and 8 wounded. I also lost

22 horses, punishing the enemy by killing 27 found dead on the field

afterward, besides quite a number that were seen to have been carried
off by them.

I take pleasure, general, in saying that my officers and men displayed
an amount of courage, coolness, and skill worthy of veterans that they
are.

I am, general, with profound respect, yours to command,
A. B. BRACKETT,

Major, Commanding Battalion.

Capt. JOHN H. PELL.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. BRACKETT S MINNESOTA BATTALION,
NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,

Camp No. 46, August 13, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the

operations of my command on the Sth and 9th of August instant:
On the 8th instant my battalion, in the usual order of march, had the

left division of the First Brigade. Having received orders early in the

11 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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day to maintain this position and cover the train, I moved throughout
the day with great caution, sending out small parties on foot as tlankers
whenever the nature of the, ground required such precaution. At one
time the enemy seemed to be massing for an attack upon my rear com
pany, but a few volleys from the dismounted flankers caused them to

retreat. No casualties occurred during the day. On the Oth instant I

received orders to proceed to the front with Company C of my battalion
and one section of the Prairie battery, under command of Captain Pope,
which order I carried into execution at once. Dismounting two platoons
and deploying them as skirmishers, under command of Lieutenant Neely,
I ordered Captain Shelley with the remainder of the company to sup
port the battery. The enemy could be seen in great numbers on every
side, and seemed determined to resist our progress, but the excellent

practice of Captain Pope s howitzers dispersed them with loss and frus
trated every attempt to rally for an attack. A running tight was kept
np until about U p. m., when the Indians disappeared. From the nature
of the ground and the distance which the, savages maintained, I am
unable to estimate their loss, which must have been heavy. The remain
ing three companies of my battalion marched in the usual order on the
left of the First Brigade, under command of Captain Barton, of Com
pany D. Early in the day they were much annoyed by the 1 ndians. and
some severe skirmishing ensued. One man of Company D becoming
separated from his command had his horse wounded by a bullet, but

escaped, after killing or severely wounding 2 Indians. No other loss

was sustained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. IJKACKKTT.

Major, Commanding Bracket fit Minnesota Battalion.

Capt. JOHN II. PELL,
Assista n t A dj it ta n t- General.

Report of Capt. Nelson Miner, First Battalion Dakota Cavalry.

NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp No. 3d, August 2, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that in the battle of the 28th of

July, 1804, my command was held in reserve for a time in rear of the

battery of the, First Brigade until a space occurred in the skirmishers
on the left between the Eighth Minnesota Infantry and Seventh Iowa
Cavalry, when I was sent with Company A, of my command, to occupy
said space. When, after driving the Indians for some two miles, a

large quantity of Indians appeared on the hill in front of us. when we
charged up the hill and tired several volleys at short range, with

good effect, when Captain Pope with his battery, Company B, of my
command, Company M, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, and the Nebraska scouts,
came promptly to my support, which caused the Indians to retreat.

I then, with Company A, Dakota cavalry, passed to the left of a hill,

which was in our frwnt, when the battery, with Company B, of my
command, went to the, right, when after a little skirmishing the In
dians went up ,the mountains, which were in front of the command.
We then halted and soon after returned and camped with the rest of
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the command on the battle-field. At an early hour next morning, after

ascertaining- that it was impossible to follow the Indians farther with
any prospect of success, I went to the Indian camp with both compa
nies of my command, in accordance with orders, for the purpose of

destroying the property of said Indians, and although several other

companies were at work destroying- the property of the Indians, my
two companies destroyed some 700 skin lodges, a large quantity of
buffalo robes, camp equipage, and provisions.
The casualties in my command was only 1 soldier, of Company A,

slightly wounded. In conclusion. I beg leave to state that in my opin
ion great wisdom was displayed in the conducting of said battle by
our most worthy general.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
XELSOX MINER,

Captain, Commanding Dakota Cavalry,

Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY,
Commanding Expedition.

No. 7.

Report of Capt. Christian Stufft, Independent Company of Indian ticouts.

HDQRS. INDEPENDENT COMPANY OF INDIAN SCOUTS,
August 2, L864.

According to the circular requesting commanders of regiments, bat
talions, and companies to hand in an official report of their positions
in action on 28th and 29th of July, 1804, I give the following state
ments :

The position awarded me when line of battle was first formed was in
rear of Captain Pope s battery of artillery to support the battery, which
position I held until, after passing around the high butte on the left,
where the Indians had made a strong stand, driving them from the
butte down toward their cam]) on double-quick, frequently halted by
Captain Pope while he would send them a few shells. When arriving
near the foot of the hill Captain Pope ordered me to go ahead deployed
as skirmishers, so that he should not be surprised by parties secreted
in ravines. When arriving near a point of timber before us a bold
party of warriors came dashing at us; the captain ordered me to halt,
which order was obeyed. The captain sent them a few shells, scattering
them in every direction: the captain then desired to get a position on a
point some distance to the left, where he intended to shell the timber;
my position was then on the right; gained the point without any diffi

culty; only few Indians made their appearance, whom we drove back
by few rounds with carbines. The captain then shelled the timber
short time; he then desired to gain another point still farther to the
left; he then ordered me to march my company by file near the timber
on the right; when we reached the point, as I was getting my company
into line, and the captain planting his pieces, the Indians tired on us,
killing one of my horses and wounding another. I immediately ordered
the men to dismount, every fourth man holding horses, and made a
charge on the enemy, firing into the dense thicket, killing U Indians
and wounding 1. which my Winnebago boys afterward killed, scalped,
and beheaded. I then returned to the battery, marched some distance
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to the left, where we remained until ordered into camp. My officers

and men behaved bravely; on 29th marched with headquarters First

Brigade, having no action.

C. STITFFT,
Capt., Comdg. Independent Company of Indian Scouts.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL, NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION.

Report* of Capt. Nathaniel Pope, Prairie Battery.

HEADQUARTERS PRAIRIE BATTERY,
Camp on Heart River, August 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that, in the late fight with
Indians at Tahkahokuty, on Thursday, July 28, I was ordered to take

position with my battery in advance and fifty yards in rear of the line

of skirmishers in front, with orders to fire when I got within range. I

advanced slowly to within about 1)00 yards of the Indians, when I ran
one piece forward in front of the skirmish line and fired three rounds
of spherical case-shot, killing five or six and wounding several Indians.
I was then ordered to move to the left, with instructions to head them off

and drive them toward the right. I advanced at a full run, supported by
four companies of cavalry, sending one section of the battery and two
companies of cavalry on each side of the high butte to the left of our
line of battle, wheeling and firing as often as i got within range. The
line of skirmishers was a mile in rear of the battery. We succeeded
in clearing the knolls on the left and driving the Indians into the
ravines under the mountains. I shelled them out of there and forced
them into the hills where it was impossible to follow with either artil

lery or cavalry. We moved again to the left, hoping to find an open
ing to get the battery on top of the hills, but unfortunately did not
succeed in finding a road.

It is impossible to say how many Indians were killed in this move
ment as the dead were carried off as soon as they fell; but from what
I saw and from information since received, 1 think the number will not
fall below 30 killed and wounded; my loss was nothing.
Great praise is due the detailed men on duty with the Prairie bat

tery for their coolness and prompt obedience of orders; and it may not
be improper here to mention Captains Miner s and Tripp s companies
of Dakota cavalry, Captain Williams company of the Sixth Iowa
Cavalry, and the Nebraska scouts, who gave me all the assistance in

their power and were very efficient.

I am, captain, with great respect, your obedient servant,
NATH. POPE,

Captain, Commanding Prairie Battery.

Capt. JOHN H. PELL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

HEADQUARTERS PRAIRIE BATTERY,
Camp No. 46, Yellowstone River, August 13, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 8th

instant, after crossing the Little Missouri River, when the advance
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became, engaged with the Indians, I was ordered to post two pieces of

artillery in the rear, one on each flank, to protect the wagon train, and
hold one section in reserve. J took possession of the knolls on each
flank as the column advanced, holding them until the rear came up.
The Indians appeared in force in the rear, but did not come within range
of my guns. Toward evening they showed themselves about 200 strong-
oil the right flank. I masked two pieces behind a knoll and waited
until the rear guard closed up. The Indians discovered the trick, how
ever, and I did not get but two shots at long range, doing no damage.
When camp was made I was posted on a ridge to the left of headquar
ters with one piece on a high knoll commanding the ravines on the left.

On the morning of the 9th instant I was ordered to report to Captain
Jones, of the Third Minnesota Battery, with one section, and to send one
section to the rear to report to Lieutenant

,
of Captain Jones bat

tery. The Indians made their appearance in force on all sides, and
about 10 a. m. 1 was ordered to report to Major Brackett, of Brackett s

battalion, who was in advance on the left. We discovered the Indians
massing behind some large buttes on the left, evidently preparing to
make a charge. We moved forward at a double-quick, shelling them
out of the ravines and driving them from their position, when they
swung rapidly around to the front. We advanced slowly, firing as often
as we came within range, keeping ahead of the line of skirmishers until
about 4 p. m. The Indians having disappeared we were ordered to
take position in the column. 1 fired nothing but shrapnel shot at very
long range, and as the Indians always carried off their killed and
wounded as soon as they fell,! cannot say how many were killed in this

movement.
1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

XATH. POPE,
Captain, Commanding Prairie Battery.

Capt. JOHN H. PELL,
Assiata n t A dju tan t- General.

No. 9.

Reports of Col. Minor T. Thomas, Eighth Minnesota Infantry, com
manding Second Brigade.

HDQRS. 2n BRIG., NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp Xo.

3&amp;lt;ij August 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN: 1 have the honor to make the following report in relation
to the operations of my command during the 28th and 29th of July last:
At 11 a. in. 1 received notice that the Indian camp was found, and

my brigade was ordered from the rear to the left of the First Brigade,
and also to direct Captain Jones, Third Minnesota Battery, to report
to the brigadier-general commanding, which was promptly done, and
advance the command in column, Company K, Eighth Minnesota Vol
unteers, having the advance as skirmishers. After advancing about
two miles, six companies of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers, Lieu
tenant-Colonel Kogers commanding, were dismounted and deployed
to the front, on the left of the First Brigade, at three paces intervals.
The Second Minnesota Cavalry were held in reserve, marching in column
of squadrons, at half distance, 100 paces in the rear of the line on the
left. After advancing about one mile a light fire was commenced on
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the enemy, who began to appear in large numbers in front, and rapidly
passed to the left Hank and rear. The left of the Eighth Minnesota
was thrown slightly to the rear, and two companies of the Second Min
nesota Cavalry dismounted and deployed still farther to the left in that
direction. At this time large numbers of Indians were passing in that di

rection, and attacked the rear guard ofthe main train,whichwas promptly
repulsed by the guard, which consisted of Companies B and D, Eighth
Minnesota Volunteers, and Company B, Second Minnesota Cavalry, and
a. shell from Lieutenant Whipple s 6-pounder. At this time Colonel Mc
Laren, with two more companies of his regiment, were sent to the front

immediately on the left of the Eighth Eegiment. when they were dis
mounted and took possession of a range of sharp hills, which was rapidly
done by a sharp skirmish. At this point the left of the whole line was
halted and the right thrown forward. After a few minutes the whole
line advanced in the same direction, the whole brigade moving as rapidly
as possible, much of the time on the run over broken ground, the tiring

being kept up briskly and with good effect. After advancing about
two miles the miserable enemy rapidly retired. The Second Cavalry
was mounted and pushed rapidly forward, and the Eighth .Regiment
closed to the right by companies, and the whole line closed on the

enemy s abandoned camp, which was a splendid position for defense.
After arriving in the camp four companies of the Eighth Regiment were
sent forward to escort Captain Jones battery to the front for the pur
pose of shelling a ravine containing water. These companies, under
Major Camp, being deployed, advanced through the ravine and as
cended the steep hills rapidly, and, in a lively skirmish, drove the rear

guard of the enemy from the sight of camp. At dusk the command
was withdrawn a short distance to the left and bivouacked lor the

night. At an early hour in the morning of the 29th the brigade took
the advance to the left, searching for a passage after the Indians over
the iuimense hill. After advancing five or six miles the attempt was
abandoned, as the ground was so broken that it was impossible to pro
ceed. The command then countermarched and returned to the Indian

camp, when; Colonel McLaren, with four companies of his regiment,
three companies of the Eighth Minnesota Volrnteers, and a large por
tion of the First Brigade, worked with a will ior six hours, destroying
the abandoned property of the Indians, which was a very large propor
tion of all the property belonging to the camp of 1,000 lodges. Late in

the afternoon the return march was resumed, and we again encamped
on the battle-ground. At dusk two of the pickets, members of Com
pany D, Second Minnesota Cavalry, were surprised and killed by a
small party of Indians, which is the only casualty of consequence which
occurred in the command during the engagement.
The complete success of our force was owing to the self-possession

and bravery of both officers and men, the superiority of their arms,
their skill in handling them, and the ready and dheerful obedience to

all orders.

It is useless to mention individuals when the whole command did
their duty so well. I take pleasure in recommending them to the brig
adier-general commanding the expedition as good and faithful soldiers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. T. THOMAS.

Colonel Eighth Minnesota Vols., Comdg. Second Brigade.

Capt. J. H. PELL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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HDQRS. ID BRIG., NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,
Camp No. 4!J, Auyust 13, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by the Second Brigade in the battles of the 8th and 9th instant

with the Sioiix:

The brigade being in advance, the guard, consisting of Company I),

Eighth Minnesota Infantry, and Company H, Second Minnesota Cav
alry, and Company C, Second Minnesota Cavalry, as flankers, were

placed under command of Major Rose, Second Minnesota Cavalry, who
was ordered to advance cautiously up through the dry bed of a creek
from the Little Missouri River, where the road had been constructed
the day previous. The Eighth Minnesota Volunteers were directed to

follow the advance guard, placing four companies on each flank moving
by the flank to the front, the remaining four companies of the Second
Minnesota Cavalry to follow the Eighth Regiment. One half of the

guard and other troops Avere dismounted and thrown forward and out
on the flanks. The Third Minnesota Battery, leading the train, ad
vanced up the ravine about 800 yards in the rear of the advance guard.
After advancing about three miles the scouts were suddenly driven
back upon the guard, and the front and flanks were attacked by large
bodies of Indians charging upon the line. The steadiness of the troops
drove them back, and the section of G-pounders of the Third Minnesota

Battery being brought to the front soon cleared the ground for another
advance. The section of howitzers were-placed on the flanks to protect
the train while it was being parked. The train having all closed up,
the advance was again commenced and the Indians driven rapidly back.
After advancing about three miles the train was again parked, and the
command waited for the First Brigade and Idaho train to close up.
Our next advance was unmolested for three or four miles, when the
train was halted and watered at a small pond, which afterward was
used for the whole command to encamp for the night. About 2 p. m.

(the tight having commenced at 7 a. m.) the savages again appeared
in front, and the troops were thrown rapidly forward to meet them, a

portion of the Eighth Regiment on the right, the 0-pounders in the
center to support the advance guard, and portions of the Second Cav
alry and Eighth Regiment on the left, the howitzer section and two or
three companies protecting the train.

The troops continued to advance for three or four miles, having many
lively skirmishes, and were withdrawn at dusk, having inflicted a loss

to the enemy of at least 150 warriors and many horses, and of our own
troops but 8 soldiers and 1 guide were injured. The courage and steadi

ness of our men and the range of their arms were too much for the

splendid horsemanship and wily dashes of their cowardly opposers.
The troops were bivouacked on their arms a hundred paces outside the

cam]) after a thirteen hours 1

fight.
The action on the Oth consisted in repelling an attack on the rear,

which lasted for about three hours, and was done in a handsome and
spirited manner, the rear guard being supported by the section of

howitzers, witli no damage to our side, but a considerable loss to the

enemy.
During the engagements the officers and men of the whole command

behaved splendidly, their only anxiety being to get nearer the savages,
who outnumbered them at least three to one. Soldiers who have acted
so well need no special praise.
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Hoping the general commanding is satisfied with the operations of

the command, 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
M. T. THOMAS.

Colonel Eiylitk Mitiiiettoitt FoZs., Comdy. Second Brigade.

Capt. J. H. PELL,
A ssistan t Adjutant- General.

HEADQUARTERS MINNESOTA BRIGADE,
NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION,

Camp No. &amp;lt;S

.&amp;lt;&amp;gt;,

Fort Jtiflgely, Minn.. October /&amp;gt;, 1804.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to make the following report of the oper
ations of the Minnesota or Second Brigade of the Northwestern Indian

Expedition, ordered from this district to join Brigadier-General Sully
on the Missouri River:
The force, consisting of the Eighth Regiment Minnesota Volunteer

Infantry, mounted, six companies of the Second Minnesota Cavalry
Volunteers, one section of G-pounder smooth bore guns, and one sec

tion of 12 pounder mountain howitzers, all brass pieces, a corps of

forty-live scouts, with a train of ninety-three six mule teams and twelve

ambulances, was rendezvoused at this camp on the 1st day of June,
18G4, and took up the line of inarch on the (5th of .June, with thirty

days rations, via the Minnesota and Intpah Rivers and Captain Sully s

trail, to Goose Nest Lake on the Minnesota Coteau; from thence to the
James River below the mouth of Elm River: from thence to the head
waters of said river, at the foot of the Missouri Coteau: across it to the
Bois Cache Creek and down to Swan Lake Creek, which we struck at

a point seven miles from the Missouri River, and joined General

Sully s command on the 30th day of June, having marched 332 miles.

July 4, marched for Long Lake River; arrived on the 8th: ninety-
nine miles. Opposite this point General Sully located Fort Rice. The
whole command crossed the river on steam-boats and prepared for a

campaign against the Indians, which consumed eleven days. Leaving
Fort Rice on the 10th of July, marching up the Cannon Hall River for

five, days* nearly a west course, thence one day s march north to the
Heart River, 110 miles. At this point the, main train, with 12.1 Idaho

emigrant wagons that had followed us from Minnesota, were corralled,
and, taking six days rations in light wagons, started north in search
of the Indian camp, reported to be on Knife River. On the third day
after crossing Knife River we arrived in sight of the enemy s camp,
located on a plateau, or succession of rough land, with great rugged
buttes overhanging it. The position for defense and safety could not

have been better, being protected in front by almost impassable wooded
ravines, and in rear, as soon as the hills were ascended through narrow
chasms, they were safe from pursuit, except from dismounted men or

the equally active Indian ponies belonging to the enemy. For particu
lars of the engagement please refer to my official report to Brigadier-
General Sully, of the date of July 28 and 20. Returned to Heart River

July 30, having marched in six days 172 miles, and fought the battle,

of Tahkahokuty.
Starting from this point August 3, we reached the Little Missouri

River August 7, eighty-three miles and a half. At this point the

Indians again made their appearance, and made some slight oilensivw
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demonstrations, which were easily quieted. The country for sixteen

miles before reaching the river had been of the most terrible and
indescribable character, and continued so for twenty miles beyond.
On the morning of the 8th of August, in making an egress from the

river bottom, the battle of the Little Missouri, or &quot; The hills that look

at each other, commenced and was fought during that and the suc

ceeding day. (A report of the operations of the brigade during the

battles of that date inclosed.)*
From the best information it has been ascertained that the Indians

that were first encountered at Tahkahokuty had been largely re-enforced

by other bands and returned war parties, and certainly felt confident,

with the advantages of position (which could not have been better

chosen by an enemy), of an easy victory. It certainly was the largest

body of Indians ever assembled on the- American continent to fight a

battle. The Minnesota brigade havingthe advance in the battle of the

8th instant, had the honor of encountering this immense horde, and

fighting nearly all of them through the day, whipping and driving them
about twelve miles. Commencing at 7 a. in., the fight was continued

until dark of a long summer day, without water, and the thermometer*
at 110 degrees in the shade. Over buttes, through ravines, rocks, and

stones, the wild yells and rapid dashes of the savages, the troop pressed
forward with a courage and untiring energy that rapidly overcame all

obstacles, and night closed the wild wake, and the men laid down on

their arms in line of battle, eager for the morning s light, to again
commence the work of death.

Hundreds of the savages lay along the hill-side and ravines. Our loss

was but 7 wounded, and a few horses. The Indian shotguns and bows
and arrows were no match for the accurate aim and long range of our
rities and carbines, and when the artillery sent shell into their assem
blies on the hills and into their retreats in ravines, the cowardly rascals

soon learned that they were no match for soldiers that had come 1,000

miles to fight them.

During the Oth instant they entirely disappeared, and our march was
continued to the Yellowstone River, over a country almost devoid of

water or grass, and two-thirds rations for the men, a distance of 104

miles.

Two small steam-boats met us at this point with rations for the men,
and one ration of corn for the animals, and transported our baggage
across the river, the trains and horses fording through water running
very rapid and so deep that many of them had to swim.
From the 14th to 18th of August was consumed in marching to the

Missouri, thirty-two miles, which was crossed by swimming the animals,
and on the 1lst marched for Fort Berthold, where we arrived on the

28th, 140 miles. A large portion of the distance the grasshoppers had
eaten up all vegetation except willows and the very coarsest bottom

grass. Marched from Fort Berthold, August 30, to Maison du Chien,

hoping to find the Yanktonais that had crossed from the west side of the

Missouri, after their last defeat, and also the Minnesota bands. Being
unable to find them, turned southward and reached Fort Rice, Septem
ber 0, having marched 103 miles.

On the return of the command to Fort Rice, we learned that Captain
Fisk s Idaho expedition was surrounded and required assistance to save
it from destruction. By orderof Brigadier-General Sully I detailed 200
men of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers, dismounted, and 100 of the

* See
i&amp;gt;.

lt&amp;gt;7.

4.5 &amp;lt;i
^ -

- J

V .-
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Second Minnesota Cavalry, mounted, with a full complement of officers,
as part of the relieving force, and having been relieved from duty with
the Northwestern Indian Expedition started for Fort Wadsworth, Sep
tember 15; marched by way of Long Lake, crossing .the James River a
few miles below the Bone Hills, and reaching the fort September 20;
distance, 200 miles.

Having been directed to relieve the battalion of the Thirtieth Wis
consin Volunteer Infantry at this post, Major Hose, with Companies B,
C, D, and H, Second Minnesota Cavalry, was detached for that pur
pose.
Major Clowney s battalion, on being relieved, joined the command,

marching on the 29th September and reaching this post October 8, four
months and three days after our departure. In that time we have
marched 1,025 miles.

The behavior of both omcersaud men has been all that could be de
sired ; their cheerful obedience to all orders, prompt and energetic ex
ecution of duty, their patient endurance on long and trying marches,
and their bravery and irresistible fighting qualities, have not only en
deared them to the hearts of their superior officers but stamped them
as true and disciplined soldiers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. T. THOMAS,

Colonel Eighth Minnesota Volunteers. Commanding Brigade.

Capt. R. C. OLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General, District of Minnesota.

No. 10.

Report of Lieut. Col. Henry C. Rogers, Eighth Minnesota Infantry.

HDQRS. EIGHTH REGIMENT MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp No. 30, August 1, 18HJ.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that on the 28th of July last my regi
ment took up the line ofmarch at 4 a. in., and after marching about seven
teen miles arrived in sight of the enemy s cauip, some ten miles distant,
where the disposition of battle was made, my regiment occupying the

following position: Company B, Captain Pettit, forming a part of the
rear guard; Company 1), Captain MeLarty, with his company deployed
as flankers on the right flank of the command, which position was occu

pied by them until the commencement of the battle, when they assem
bled and remained in the rear of the train as a support to the rear guard.
Company C occupied a position as support to Captain Jones, of the
Third Minnesota Battery. Company Iv was advanced to the front and

deployed as skirmishers, covering the front of the Second Brigade.
The remaining companies of my regiment, consisting of Companies A,
E, F, G. H, and I, were placed in position on the right flank of the

Second Brigade and parallel to the First Brigade. In this position we
commenced to advance toward the enemy s camp. At about 11 a. in.,

and in obedience to orders from Colonel Thomas, commanding Second

Brigade, I dismounted the six companies above mentioned, leaving the

horses in charge of every fourth man. and the whole of the troops in

charge of the led horses, under the command of Major Camp. With
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the remainder of the six companies, consisting of about 325 men, I ad
vanced to the front and formed a line of battle on the right of the Sec
ond Brigade. I was then ordered to deploy my regiment to the left as

skirmishers, three paces apart, and advance upon the enemy, which
order was promptly obeyed. After advancing steadily for about three
miles with but little opposition, the enemy falling back as we advanced,
he made a threatening movement by turning uiy left flank near by
among the bluffs, and passed in large numbers to my rear. I then
ordered Lieutenant Tibbetts, Company A, with twenty-live men, to

take a position on the bluffs covering our left, which order was promptly
obeyed, but he was soon after relieved by order of Colonel Thomas, and
again resumed his place in the order of battle. From this point my
command continued to advance steadily, driving the enemy before

them, until within a short distance of the enemy s camp, which he had
abandoned, when I was ordered to close by company on the right of

skirmishers, and remount my command, after which 1 advanced to the
abandoned camp of the enemy, where we arrived about G p. in. of that

day. I was then ordered to dismount four companies and take posses
sion of the hill in front, to cover the advance of the Third Minnesota
Battery. In obedience to said order I dismounted Companies E, F, H,
and I, and placed them under command of Major Camp, with orders to

advance and take possession of the bluffs in front, which order was
promptly obeyed. The report of Major Camp is herewith submitted.
I remained with the remaining companies of my command in posses
sion of the camp abandoned by the enemy until the return of Major
Camp at dusk, when I marched with my regiment to the place desig
nated for camp. On the next day my regiment moved with the com
mand, and, upon the return to cam]), I was ordered to detail three

companies to assist in destroying the provisions, stores, and camp
equipage abandoned by the enemy in their hasty tiight. In obedience
to said order, I directed Companies B, E, and F, under the command
of Ca]rtain Pettit, to proceed to the camp abandoned by the enemy
and assist in destroying said stores. After this had been accomplished
the command again took up the line of march and went in camp about
G p. in., my regiment occupying the left of the Second Brigade. At
about dusk our pickets were tired upon by the enemy, and I was ordered

by Colonel Thomas to throw my regiment in line of battle around the

camp, joining with the Second Cavalry on the right and left, which was
done promptly. We remained in this position for nearly two hours,
when we were relieved and ordered to return to camp, |aud] the men
instructed to sleep on their arms.

During the battle of the 2Sth of July some 25 of the enemy were seen
to fall in trout of my regiment, but they were carried away by their

friends. The number killed, including those reported by Major Camp,
could not have been less than 25 or 30, and a much larger number
wounded. With the exception of 1 horse in Company K wounded,
there were no casualties in my regiment. 1 take pleasure in bearing
testimony to the promptness witli which every order was obeyed by the
officers and soldiers of my command. Where all did their duty it is

unnecessary to particularize.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. C. KOGERS,
Lieutenant- Colonel Eighth Minnesota, Comdg. Regiment.

.Lieut. GEORGE W. BUTTERFIELD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Report of Maj. George A. Camp, Eighth Minnesota Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS.
Camp No. 36, August 1, 18(&amp;gt;-i.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that 011 the 28th of July last, in obe
dience to the order of Lieutenant-Colonel Rogers, I took command of

Companies E, I, F, and H, of my regiment, at p. in., at the camp aban
doned by the enemy, and advanced to the front, covering Captain Jones
Third Minnesota Battery, and deployed them to the right as skirmish

ers, ami then advanced up the side of the bluff without opposition until

we arrived near its top, where the enemy attempted to check our advance
with a force of from 230 to 300 warriors. But the steady advance and
prompt fire of my men soon drove them from their strong position, with
a loss upon their part of some 12 killed and a large number wounded.
I then occupied the bluff with my command until I received orders
from Brigadier-General Sully to return to camp, which order I obeyed,
reporting to Lieutenant-Colonel Rogers at my place of advance about
dusk.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(1. A. CAMP.

Major Eighth Minnesota Volunteers.

No. 12.

Report of Col. Robert N. McLaren, Second Minnesota Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND MINNESOTA CAVALRY,
July 9

X
1864.

I have the honor most respectfully to report that, in accordance
with Special Orders, No. 02, headquarters Northwestern Indian Expe
dition, Cam]) No. 34, July 29, 1.SC4, I proceeded to the Indian camp
with four companies of Second Minnesota Cavalry, Major Rice com
manding, and two companies of Dakota cavalry, Captain Miner com
manding; four companies of the Sixth Jowa and three companies Eighth
Minnesota Infantry, under Major Camp. On arriving at the camp a
few straggling Indians were seen lurking about the bluffs. I imme
diately dismounted and deployed Company (I. Second Minnesota Cav
alry, who skirmished through the timber and remained in a position to

protect the working parties. 1 commenced by disposing of the various
forces so as to destroy with the least delay the vast quantities of goods
left in the timber and ravines adjacent to the camp. The men gathered
into heaps and burned tons of dried buffalo meat packed ill buffalo

skin cases, great quantities of dried berries, buffalo robes, tanned

buffalo, elk, and antelope skins, household utensils, such as brass and

copper kettles, mess pans, &c., riding saddles, dray poles for ponies and
dogs.
Finding that one day was too short a time to make the destruction

complete, 1 ordered the men to gather only the lodge poles in heaps
and burn them, and then deployed the men and fired the woods in

every direction ; the destruction was thus complete, and everywhere
was manifest the rapid night of the Indians, leaving everything, even
their dogs and colts tied to the pickets. In skirmishing the timber
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dead Indians wore found killed by exploding shells. After a thorough
examination of the camping-ground, and by judging from the amount
of lodge poles burnt, I should judge the camp to have numbered 1,400

lodges. I would report that after the work of destruction commenced
the Indians carried a white tlag on the bluff close to the camp. As I

could not interpret the meaning at this particular time, I did not feel

called upon to report the fact to you until I had accomplished the object
and carried out Order No. 62.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
R, N. MeLAKES

,

Colonel Second Minnesota Cavalry.
( apt. JOHN II. L ELL,

Assistan t Adjutant- General.

Xo. I,
1

}.

Report &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f Maj. C, Poivell Ada tux. Independent Battalion Minnesota. Cav

alry.

HEADQUARTERS I
1OUT AlJERCROMBIE,

August 26, 1&61.

SIR: About I: o clock on the afternoon of the 2od instant four men on
their way up from Georgetown with two teams were attacked by a

party ofambushed Sioux Indians at Lcwiston, twenty-eight miles below

here, and . * of them killed, 2 instantly and the other mortally wounded,
so that he died early next morning. Ehformation reached me about 7.30

o clock the same evening of these murders. I immediately ordered out

twenty men each from A and B companies, with one day s rations,
under Captain Mix and Lieutenant Miner, and taking command of the
detachment in person I was under way for the scene of the outrage
within thirty minutes from the arrival of the messenger. I proceeded
to a point within three or four miles of Lewiston and halted to await
the coming of daylight. As soon as it was sufficiently light I pushed
rapidly forward, and in a few minutes ride reached the half-breed train

one mile this side of the point where the attack was made, and found
one of the murdered men lying in his wagon just as he had fallen, by
the name of M. Lusta, and also the man Dean, who was then in the

agonies of death, and in fact, died before we had finished burying Lusta.

Sending the teams to the fort with Dean s body under an escort, I

moved rapidly down the road and soon found the body of the other

murdered man, named Brisse, lying immediately by the road side, hor

ribly mutilated. The scalp, whiskers, and ears, and a part of the under

lip gone, the head cut half off and the left hand severed at the wrist.

The. body was perfectly mule. While burying this body I made a

thorough reconnaissance of the immediate vicinity, and my Scout Quinn
soon discovered the point where the red devils recrossed the river.

Preparations were immediately made to cross the river in pursuit. The
crossing was accomplished after much hard labor. The trail was fresh

and distinct, and I pressed the pursuit with the greatest possible energy.
The trail led a little south of west across the plain to the nearest timber

on the Cheyenne, some twelve miles distant, and then followed the

river up a number of miles, when it crossed at a point where it was im

possible for cavalry to cross without a bridge, nearer than the old cross

ing, some eight miles above. By this time the sun was almost down,
the horses very much jaded, and the men out of provisions, and I was

compelled by the very force of circumstances circumstances against
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which no preparations had been made, for at the time of leaving the
fort I placed little credence in the reputed murders to abandon farther

pursuit, and to return to the fort, where the detachment arrived at 12
m. of this day, having in forty flours marched a distance of eighty
miles, and with horses that have had not a mouthful of grain for a

month, and nothing but grass on the march which they plucked at va
rious points where we were compelled to halt. With good horses and
two more days provisions I feel satisfied that I could have overtaken
the savages and destroyed the whole of them, twenty-one in number.
These Indians were all naked excepting a breech clout, as Mr. Dean
informed me before his death. The murdered men all resided in Saint
Cloud and leave families to mourn their untimely death. I will give
you further details of this bloody outrage by the next mail. This will

reach you by a special messenger who leaves here on furlough to-morrow

morning. I have put the various detachments of this command in the

very best possible condition of efficiency, and if attacked by the Indians
or can get within striking distance of them will give a good account of

themselves. Nothing shall be left undone that energy and vigilance
can accomplish.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. POWELL ADAMS,

Major, Comdy. Independent Battalion Minnesota, Vol. Cav.

Capt. II. C. OLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General, District of Minnesota.

JULY 26, 1864. Attack on Shelbina. Mo.

Report of Briy. Gen. Clinton B. Fixlc, U. 8. Army, commanding District

of North Missouri.

SAINT JOSEPH. July ~v;, iw;-l.

COLONEL: I have just received intelligence that the rebels, nearly
500 strong, entered Shelbina to-day; tore up the railroad track, burned
two trains of cars, and caused much other destruction. I move the

First Iowa eastward to-morrow morning from Cameron and ascertain

extent of damage. The storm is upon us in its fury, and every loyal
man in this district must spring to arms and put this thing down
quickly. As nearly as I can judge we have near there 3,000 well

armed and mounted veteran rebels this side the river. Is there an
abundance of arms at Saint Louis?

CLINTON P,. F1SK.
Brigadier- Genera I.

Col. (). I). GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Saint

JULY 26-28, 1864. Scout to Searcy and West Point. Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, U. S. Army.

DEVALL S BLUFF, July ~&amp;gt;x,
is&amp;lt;U UK) p. m.

CAPTAIN: Captain Williams, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, returned this

noon from scout to Searcy and West Point. There was no force near
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Searcy. After entering West Point and destroying the machinery of
mill there a detachment of his scouts, consisting of two commissioned
officers and eighteen men, while waiting at a house for the main com
mand was surprised by a party of rebels numbering about sixty, under
command of Rayborne, who were dressed in Federal uniform principally.
Our men were ordered by their captain [not] to fire. Shots were, how
ever, exchanged. One of our men was killed: L* of the enemy were
killed. Two commissioned officers and 10 men are still missing; three

arrived at Brownsville this morning. Captain Williams also destroyed
the machinery of a mill at Searcy. From a citizen brought from Searcy
by Captain Williams I learn that Shelby was at Pickett s, half way
between Augusta and Jacksonport, last Sunday; his main force was on
that (east) side of the river then. It was reported there was to be a
move on Monday, but the, citizen is sure his force, has not yet crossed to

the west side of White River. It would seem that the only force now
directly north of here is a company or two of men doing scouting and
picket duty from West Point down to I)es Arc. Captain Williams

brought in twelve colored recruits. He thinks the most of the missing
men will yet come in.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. C. IL. DYE it,

Assixta n t Adjuta nt- Genera I.

JULY 26-31, 1864. Scout in Johnson County, Mo.

Report of Gapt. \Y\lliam B. Hallew, /Seventh Minnouri State Militia

Cavalry.

CAMP (TROVER,
Near \Varrennburgj J/o., July 31, 1864.

MAJOR: In pursuance to Special Orders, Xo. , issued by command
ing officer of the camp, placing me in command of scouting party con

sisting of twenty-nine enlisted men of Seventh Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, on the 2Cth instant, I have the honor to report the result as

follows :

I left oump near Warrensburg on the evening of the -6th instant in

a southwest direction, which led me on to what is known as the west

prong of Post Oak Creek. I proceeded up that creek to the head of

the same. I then turned and came back several miles, and then went

up what is known as the little prong of Post Oak to Chilhowee. -I

found one camp of the guerrillas just evacuated on the west prong of

Post Oak. I suppose they left, hearing our approach; they scattered

in every direction, one and two together. I followed different trails of

them as long as I could through the brush. Two of the same squad, I

suppose, crossed a prairie east of Chilhowee and entered the brush on
Clear Fork. We followed these two last-mentioned bushwhackers into

Clear Fork brush and lost their trail. I then proceeded down Clear

Fork, which ran* in a northerly direction, to where it empties into

Blackwater. Xear its mouth I found a trail of from eight to lifteen,

I suppose. This squad seemed to stay together and was going in an
eastward direction. My guide said they were in the direction for Wal
nut Creek. From thence I proceeded np BlackwaUT to this station.

I found some fresh sign on Blackwater; all seemed to be going down
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the creek. I thoroughly scoured the region of country through which
I passed, not having traveled more than twenty-five miles of my trip
iu a road; distance traveled, 150 miles in all. I learned, however,
from a lady that there had been seen three strange men in her field on
the 29th instant, the day before- we passed down the creek. The lady
lives about six miles south of Knobiioster on Clear Fork, but we could
not find them or their trail.

I have the honor, major, to remain, your obedient servant.
WM. B. BALLEW.

Capt. Co. A&quot;, tie renth Missouri Htate Militia Cai\, Comdn. Scout.

Maj. T. W. HOUTS,
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Comma ndin

&amp;lt;j Camp.

JULY 27-28, 1864. Skirmishes on the Blackwater River (27th), and on Big
Creek, Mo. (28th).

KKPOR.TS.
No. 1. Maj. ften. Alfred I leusonlon. I . S. Army, commanding District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. (. apt. Melville I . Foster. Seven! li Missouri State, Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Maj, (ten. Alfred Fleaitonton, I . S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Central Missouri.

WARRENSBURG, July . )(),

MAJOR: A corporal and four men of Company (1, Seventh Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, while hunting a stray horse on Blackwater on
the 28th were attacked by Dick Yeager, with about twenty men ;

a run

ning right ensued in which 2 guerrillas were killed, and Yeager severely
wounded. Xo casualties on our side.

A. PLEASONTOX,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Reports of Capt. Melville U. Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HOLDEN, July 29, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Corporal Hisey, Company G, with four men, while hunt

ing stray horse, were attacked day before yesterday evening, on Black-

water, by Dick Yeager and twenty men; drove the guerrillas into the

brush, after severely wounding Yeager, and made good their escape.
Have just returned from Big Creek, after running fight all day yester

day -with a squad of Yeager s men; killed 2. Yeager s band is scat

tered into small squads over this country.
M. U. FOSTER.

Capta i 11 . Comman ding.

Capt, J. II. STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HOLDEN, Mo., July 31, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report marches, scouts, &c., of troops under

my command for ten days ending July .
&amp;gt;!, 1804:

July 22, having; learned that bushwhackers were in the habit of vis

iting
1 the church at Columbus during- service, proceeded with Lieuten

ants Pharis and Christian with twenty men of both companies; found
no rebels, however; returned: traveled twenty miles. July -7, Cor

poral Ilisey. with four men. Company G, while hunting stray horse on
Blackwater, eight miles from cam]), were attacked by Yeager and twenty
men. The corporal and his little squad stood their gTound bravely,
and drove the rebels to brush, severely wounding Yeager himself, and
capturing 1 horse; returned to camp; no one hurt; traveled twenty
miles. July 28, sent Sergeant Allen and twenty men, Company C, to

mouth of Panther Creek on Big Creek, with instructions to drive down;
proceeded myself with Lieutenant Marr and twenty men to Lincoln
Ford on Big

1

Creek, to wait till the sergeant drove the bushmeii down.
The sergeant started about twenty, said to be Yeager s men, early in the

morning; drove them easily. They missed me a short distance. I.

learned of the aftair and found their trail, overtook Company C, who
were still after the rebels, pushed them hard and overtook them near
Mis. Pemberton s, and after a smart skirmish killed 2 and wounded 4;
lost no one. Captured 3 horses, 2 saddles and bridles, and 1 revolver;
one of the horses captured was so badly wounded as to be unable to
travel, and was therefore left in the neighborhood; lost 1 horse shot, and
1 horse and equipments; the men having been dismounted the horses

escaped in the charge. I would respectfully ask permission to replace
horses lost by those captured: traveled fifty miles.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. U. FOSTKK,

( aptain, Commanding.
Lieut. J. X. PENNOCK,

Adjt. Me renth Rajt. Cav. Mo. Mate Mil., Warremburg, Mo.

JULY 27-30, 1864. Scout in Chariton County, Mo., with skirmishes (30th) on
the Chariton Road, near Keytesville, and at Union Church.

No. 1.
I5ri&amp;lt;?.

(Jen. Clinton B. Kisk. I . S. Army, commanding District of North
Missouri.

No. J. (/apt. Joseph Stanley, Tliirty-tifth Infantry, Knrollod Missouri Militia.

No. 1.

Report of I&amp;gt;n
&amp;lt;/.

&amp;lt;icn. Clinton /&amp;gt;. Fink, U. *S. Army, commamiiny District
&amp;lt;&amp;gt; Sorth Missouri.

SAINT JOSEI H, M()., A HffUlit ^,

COLONEL: Lieutenant Benecke and forty-four men, of Captain Stan
ley s militia company, stationed at Keytesville, Chariton County, at-

tacked Holt/claw s marauders in the forks of the Chariton, on Satur
day morning last, killing four of them. The tight was a spirited one.
Six of the Thornton guerrillas were killed yesterday.

CLINTON IX. F1SK,
Brigadier-General*

Col. (.). D. GREENE.
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ha-int Louis.

12 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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No. 2.

Reports of Cupt. Joseph Stanley, Thirty-fifth Infantry, Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

HDQR. Co.
I&amp;gt;,

THIRTY-FIFTH REGT. ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,

Keytcxrillc, Mo., July 30, 1861.

DEAR SIR : There is and has been for several days a band of Con
federate troops in this county east of Chariton River, near 300 strong,
under Col. C. 1). lloltzelaw. lie has recruited many in forks of Chari
ton. E have been scouting several days endeavoring to locate them.
While I was laboring to get re-enforcements on 28th instant, Col. Will
iam E. Moberly sent to my support seventy men under Captain Braw
ner. Captain Brawner saidjiis men would fight bushwhackers, but he
did not know that they would fight Confederate soldiers, and as the
bushwhackers had Confederate nag I did not choose to lead such men
into battle. B. Owen, first lieutenant of Captain Brawner s company,
said some of his men would aid bushwhackers by giving them all infor-

imitiou they could. Yesterday I received a dispatch from Holt/claw

explaining his course as one not of choice, but carrying out instructions
from Confederate, Government. lie.-directed me to constrain my troops
or he would be compelled to put to death Union men and radicals.

2 p. in., just received a dispatch from my first lieutenant, who left

here this morning with forty-five men. lie engaged seventy-five rebels
whilst at dinner, killing 1, capturing -4 pistols, and driving the whole
mess from grub to the brush. One of our boys wounded.

2.30 o clock, Captain Braekman arrived with seventy men. lie will

be in chase soon. It is now we need, uniforms. Please forward uni
forms as soon as possible and oblige,

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
JOSEPH STANLEY,

Captain, Commanding Pout.

P. S. GENERAL: Price, of Captain Bneksath s command, had an
interview with Holt/claw yesterday, lloltzelaw agreed to leave the

county in three days if not disturbed. Hope 1 have spoiled the trade.
J. STANLEY,

Captain.
Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK.

HDQRS. Co. B, THIRTY-FIFTH REGT. ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,
Keytesville, Mo., August 2, 186-1.

DEAR SIR: On the 30th of July I directed First Lieut. Louis Ben-
ecke. with forty-three men, to proceed to Union Church, near Moses
Hurt s, in the forks of Chariton, to search for guerrillas, which I knew
were somewhere, in that vicinity. Lieutenant Benecke reports when
at the church he discovered trail, which he followed at a brisk gait, and,
when Hearing Nathaniel Butler s residence, twelve miles east of this,

pickets were discovered running in toward Butler s house, where there
was a band of seventy-five bushwhackers under command of Holtz-
claw and Jackson just in the act of taking breakfast. They were
charged upon at once and supplied with Federal pepper. They new
to horse in great haste and confusion. They were completely routed,
but soon formed and charged, but were repulsed with loss. They rallied

again and again, but were repulsed at every point. The enemy s loss

reported 4 killed and not less than 12 wounded, amongst whom was
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Captain Jackson, severely. One of their horses left dead on the battle

ground. Our loss 1 horse mortally wounded, 1 man slightly. After
the battle was over we picked up 4 revolvers and several shotguns and
blankets and coats and 1 horse. We then proceeded to Glasgow for
re-enforcements. We then proceeded to search for camp, but in vain.
Arrived in quarters at Keytesville Sunday eve, July 31, since which
time I have not heard of Holtzclaw s or Jackson s men, excepting six
or seven who returned to Captain Bucksath s company, which they had
left only a few days before fight. They report Holtzclaw conscripted
them.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH STANLEY,

Captain, Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,

Commanding District of Horth Missouri, Saint Joseph, Mo.

JULY 28, 1864. Skirmish on the Morgan s Ferry Road, near Morganza, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Laicler, U. 8. Army.

MORGANZA, July 29, 1864.

(Received 10 a. in.)

GENERAL : From sources which I think are reliable I have learned
that a movement on this place by the rebels had commenced on the 1.4th

instant, but has since been abandoned, and that the enemy are now
moving toward Black River to obtain subsistence. A portion of them
have also gone to Arkansas. This information I deem entitled to

credit. 1 sent out an expedition, yesterday, under General Ullmann, on
the Morgan s -Ferry road. Met the enemy about 200 strong, had a skir
mish and scattered them, killing 5, capturing 2, and wounding others.
Lost 2 men killed, a few wounded, among the latter, Colonel Chrysler,
rather severely in the neck. Our force pushed on to the Atchafalaya:
The enemy had three guns in position on the opposite side, and a camp
apparently of lo() cavalry. Could do nothing with our artillery on account
of the high ground and sharpshooting. In a day or two I shall organ
ize a force to break up their camp effectually, if possible.

M. K. LAWLER.
Major-General REYNOLDS.

JULY 29, 1864. Affair at Highland Stockade, near Baton Rouge, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. \YUHam P. Benton, ( . *S . Army.

BATON ROITGK. July 2.),
1861 $.15 p. m.

CAPTAIN: T\vo men of the Fourteenth New York Cavalry, at High
land Stockade, while on picket this a. m., wereshotand severely wounded
by the rebels. There were three men and a corporal at the post that
was attacked, two of the men making their escape unhurt with the loss

of their horses, arms, and accouternieuts, the corporal and remaining
man being shot.

W. P. BENTON,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. OLIVER MATTHEWS.
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Indorsement.]

JULY of), 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to the general commanding for information.
The Highland Stockade is garrisoned by six companies Fourteenth

New York Cavalry, per hist report from that district. Inspectors are
now making a thorough overhauling of the affairs at Baton Rouge.

T. W. SHERMAN,
er- General, Commanding.

JULY 29, 1864. Skirmishes near Napoleonville, La.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Bi itf. (Jen. -Robert A. Cameron, I&quot;. S. Aniiv. romiiiiUMlin^ District of lj;i

Fourche.

No. 2. Col. H;isl&amp;gt;roiu:k Duvis. Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, commanding Post of Napo
leonville, La.

No. 1.

Report &amp;lt;&amp;gt;/

!&amp;gt;&amp;gt;

!&amp;lt;/.
(ten. Robert A. Cameron. ( . A . Ann;/, commamlint/ Dis

trict o L&amp;lt;( Fou relic.

TniEODEArx. Jnl)/ ,-M, 1864.

(Received li&amp;gt; m.)

(CAPTAIN: Our pickets between Paincourtville and Lake Natchez
were attacked last night by two parties of rebels, one of thirty and one
of twenty-six men; they were repulsed, the enemy losing 1 killed and
3 wounded, 1 horse killed and U captured, and .15 muskets and shot

guns. They are rumored to have in reserve at Grand Bayou aeon
siderable force- with four pieces of artillery. I have ordered Colonel

Davis, at Napoleonville, to push them with his whole available force,

and to drive them across Grand River. I am holding the Sixteenth In

diana. Mounted Infantry and a section of artillery ready here if he
needs re-enforcements. As soon as I hear anything of importance
from Colonel Davis I will telegraph.

K. A. CAMERON.
Hniyadler- General^ Commanding.

Capt. (). MATTHEWS,
Assistant Adjutant-Ganvral, Defenses of Neir Orleans.

(Copy to Maj. Geo. B. Drake, assistant adjutant-general.)

[Indorsement. |

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS.
July .W, ISd-I.

Respectfully referred to the general commanding Department of the

Gulf for information. General Cameron has been telegraphed in reply
that his measures for overtaking the enemy are approved. Whatever
force of the enemy he may have in his front there are two objects always
to be fulfilled: First, to capture or destroy the enemy; second, to hold
on to the Bayou La Fonrche. The second condition will not prevent a

cavalry dash to the Grand River if he judiciously disposes his forces.

Indeed the two objects to be fulfilled admit of a beautiful combination,
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which. I know from the character of General Cameron he will not fail

to make if the occasion requires it. Xot intending
1 to trammel the gen

eral with minute instructions as he is on the spot, I desire that he
should always keep these two points in view whilst in command on the

La Fourche, and if he ever linds it necessary to relinquish either, it is

unnecessary to say it must be the first.

T. W. SHERMAN,
- General.

HEADQUARTERS LA FOURCHE DISTRICT,
Thibo&amp;lt;lc&amp;lt;rud; JM., July 5V),

CAPTAIN: Inclosed 1 have the honor to hand you Colonel Davis re

port of the attack on his pickets last night.* I find on examining the

letters captured that they are letters written by the soldiers to their

friends while at Camp Brent, on Bayou Boeuf, on the 20th, and not
mailed. The most important language I see in them is this:

Our army is now marching slowly toward Pointe Coupee. Walker s division is

j^oinfj: to Morgan s Ferry.

I am, truly, yours,
E. A. CAMERON.

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding District.

Captain MATTHEWS,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Defenses of Neic Orleans.

Xo. 2.

Ueporls &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f

Col. Ifaxbrouck Davits, Twelfth Illinois Cnralry, command
ing Post of Xapoleonrilh . La.

IlEADgCARTERS XAPOLEONVILLE,
July 30, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report an attack [on] my pickets last night.
Three days ago 1 sent Captain Uowk and Company L, seventy men
and two commissioned officers, to picket and patrol the roads from
Paincourtville toward Lake Xatchez. I yesterday sent thirty men of

1 Company, under Lieutenant Graves, to increase the force. The
inclosed chartt will give you a*n idea of the position of the force last

night. The camp of reserves was at Xo. 1 on the Spanish road; a

picket of six men was at Xo. 2 on the Spanish road: a picket of four

men was at Xo. 3 on the military road: a picket of four men was at

Xo. 4 on the military road: a picket of live men was at Xo. 5 on the

military road. Xo. 5 is about three miles out from the bayou. At 9

]). m. a patrol of one sergeant and eight men was sent across the plan
tations toward Marcelin Le Blanc s house, marked Xo. (i on the chart.

At that house they struck a considerable rebel picket and drove them

away after a brisk skirmish, in which the rebels lost 1 man killed and
2 wounded, 1 horse killed and 2 captured. The patrol also took 15

guns, mostly fowling-pieces. The rebel party was probably Boone s

battery, which had come into this county to steal horses. The patrol
fell back to the pickets on the military road and were not pursued.
Simultaneously with the above the pickets at Xos. 4 and 5 were attacked

by a party coming across the plantation from a northerly direction. A
*
.See next. punt.

t Omitted as of uo present importance.
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few shots were exchanged, ami the rebels retired. We suffered no loss

in either affair. Captain Howk immediately moved up with his reserve

force, and 1 dispatched Lieutenant Gray, with twenty-five men of Com
pany JM, from Napoleon ville, making in all a force of 125 men. They
moved up briskly beyond Le Blanc s plantation, but could find no fur

ther trace of the enemy. From the letter which I send you herewith,
taken from captured saddle-bags, and from other information, 1 con
clude that the first rebel party was thirty men of Boone s battery,
armed with stolen shotguns, and the second party was twenty six men
of some cavalry regiment, probably the Fourth Louisiana. Whether
other forces are in reserve is a matter of uncertainty, but I do not
believe that there is any considerable force there. You will see from
these letters that the battery left Bayou Boeuf after the 2()th July,
under the impression that the l^nion forces had left the district. 1

have just received your order by telegram to move my whole force in

that direction and shall move at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. DAVIS,

Colonel. Commanding Post.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- Genera I,

La Fonrche Dintrid.

JULY :&amp;gt;t, 18(14.

The expedition has returned safely. Both of the parties who attacked

my pickets on Friday belonged to Boone s battery and were commanded
by Lieutenant Picon, formerly of Donaldsonville, and were only after

horses (and] plunder. They came to and crossed Bayou Grand on

Friday night and after the aftairof the pickets went back kiting across
the bayou. The same night, about four or live miles from the bayou,
they broke into squads, and leaving the road struck across the swamps
to Grand River, which they crossed. They were in more hurry to get
away than they were to come. 1 followed their tracks to the point
where they broke up. The road this side the bayou is a mere wood
track, almost impassable, the mud being often to the horses bellies,

and the swam]) is perfectly impassable to any body of men. As I for

merly reported to you, there are a few of .Journal s cavalry at Point

Marsigner, behind Plaqueuiine, but none between the La Fourche and
that place. At the same time there are thieves and jayhawkers about
in this parish. The party that went to G-entilly s plantation on Natchez

Bay [returned] safely without I seeing] an enemy.
II. DAVIS,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

Cnpt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Act-iny Assistant Adjutant- General.

JULY 29-AUGUST 2, 1864. Expedition from Warrensburg to Chapel Hill,

Mo., with skirmish (July 30) near Chapel Hill.

Report of Lieut. Elisha Horn, Seventh Missouri /State Militia Cavalry.

CAMP GROVER,
Near Warrensbttrg, Mo., August 2, 1864.

COLONEL: Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 40, headquarters Cam])
Grover, July 27, 18G4, in command of ninety-three men, I inarched on
the evening of the 29th of July, 1804, for the northwest part of Johnson
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County, near Otlet s Knob, at which point 1 arrived at daybreak on the

morning of July 30. After feeding and resting my men and horses a
short time 1 moved in the direction of the headwaters of Honey Creek,
it being

1 to the northeast, and near Wagon Knob. The country between
the points last mentioned is heavily skirted with brush. While pass
ing through this country I dismounted a portion of my command and
deployed right and left, and made a thorough search, and found a
vacated rebel camp two miles east of the Widow liennick s, the only
discovery of importance in said brush. From Wagon Knob I moved to
the northwest in the direction of Chapel 1 1 ill. On arriving near the
Hill I discovered a band of fifteen or twenty bushwhackers, one mile
and a half south of that place, in a grove. I deployed my command
so as to cover the grove, and then made a charge on them ; killed 1 man
and wounded another; captured 2 horses. ;&amp;gt; double-barrel shotguns,
1 single-barrel shotgun, and 1 common ritie. 1 ordered the arms to be
broken. I scouted the country over for five or six miles south and
west of Chapel Hill; found a few scattering rebels; tired a few shots,
but to no effect, after which I returned to camp, by way of Holden, Mo.,
August 1 , 18(i4. without the loss of either man or horse, traveling a
distance of 100 miles.

ELISHA I TORN,
Firtit Lieut. Company A , tie pen 1h Mixxouri titate Mil. Cavalry.

^

Col. JOHN F. PHILIPS.

Commanding Camp.

JULY 30, 1864. Skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, near Brownsville, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Col. Joint IT. Stephens, Ele re-nth Missouri Cavalry.

BRO\VNSVILLE, July 30, 1864.

Hay Station No. , J. garrisoned by my men, was attacked this morn
ing about 1) o clock, by about -00 rebels. They were, however, repulsed,
with a loss of 1 killed and a number wounded. No casualties on our
side, except some of the citizens taken prisoners, and about 18 or 20
horses stampeded during the tight. They went toward the Bluff. Look
out for your stock grazing on the prairie.

JOHN AV. STEPHENS,
Lieut. Col. Eleventh Cavalry Mixmturi Volunteers.

General ANDREWS,
Devoir* Bluff.

JULY 30, 1864. Skirmish near Pine Bluff, Ark.

RKFORTS.
No. 1. Lieut. James K. Teale, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 2. Lieut. Adam \V. Hill, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Lieut. Jamex E. Teale, Thirteenth TUinoin Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., October 17, 1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that on the 2&amp;lt;)th day of July, 1804,
1 was detailed to take charge of an escort of forty men from my regi-
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ment to go out and repair the telegraph wire between this place and
Little Rook. I found the wire cut about sixteen miles from this place
and so much of it carried away that we did not have sufficient wire to

repair the break. I proceeded on to the cross-roads, about tour miles

beyond and twenty miles from this place, where we camped for the

night. Started on the next morning jr.st bo fore daybreak ami went
three miles farther to what is called the Half-Way House. 1 then
returned to the place where the wire was down, we having picked up
wire to repair the break, after which continued on the return, stopping
once or twice to take up the wire where it was too low. \Vhen about
ten miles from this place the advance guard, under Sergeant (Jibson.

Company M, who being unacquainted with his duties, and disregarding
the instructions 1 had given him not to lose sight, of the column, got so

far ahead as to be out of hearing, crossed a bayou and went on to a house
some three-quarters of a mile beyond, where lie halted, placed out two
sentinels, and allowed the rest of his men to dismount, hitch their

horses, and go for water. Sergeant Gibson was informed by a woman
living at the house where he stopped, that the enemy had been seen
near there in large numbers about two hours before, and believed
that they were still near. The advance guard had been halted about
fifteen or twenty minutes when they were tired upon by the enemy
from each end of the lane in which they were halted. 1 was at

that time about f&amp;gt;00 or COO yards from the bayou. I immediately
ordered the men to get their carbines ready and to gallop. When
about fifty yards from the bridge where the road crosses the bayou [we]
were suddenly tired upon by a large force of the enemy concealed in

the brush and from across the bayou. I ordered the men to tire and
come on. Only two men crossed the bridge with me; the others broke
into the brush and scattered. I attempted to return to the other side
of the bayou, was cut offand pursued into the woods for a long distance,

finally making my way back to this place, and reporting the circum
stances at the headquarters of the regiment and post. Major Behlen-
dorft

,
Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, was sent out with 100 men from his regi

ment; alsoCaptains Norris and Brown, Lieutenants Hill. Bailey, Temple,
and myself, with others that I do not remember. MajorBehlendorff went
to the bayou where the attack was made. The bodies of Sergeant Martin,

Company M, and a private of Company I, were found. The body of

Sergeant Martin was stripped. There were also 2 wounded and 8 miss

ing, 3 of whom have since returned. The detachment remained in that

vicinity something like two hours, keeping out guards in every direction.

An unoccupied house was burned near the bayou. I cannot say who set

the house on fire, as 1 did not observe it till the names were bursting out
of the roof. 1 heard no orders given to burn houses, nor any threats
made that the.re would be any burned, neither did 1 hear any officer

encourage the men in any acts of destruction or violence, except against
the armed enemy. As far as I. could observe, Major Behlendorff used

every exertion to preserve order and discipline in his command, and
was very watchful to guard against being surprised. The men weir kept
almost constantly in line; mounted or standing to horse. I did not see

or hear of any other houses being burned that day. The detachment
arrived back at this place about 10 p. m. of the same day.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
,]. E. TEALE,

Second Lieutenant, Thirteenth Illinoix Cavalry.

Lieut. S. MONTE CAMBERN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Report of Lieut. Adam W. Hill, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

HDQRS. COMPANY M, THIRTEENTH ILLINOIS CAV. YOLS.,
Post of Pine Bluff, Ark., October 20, 1SH4.

SIR: In compliance with your request to give you a written state
ment of my observations in regard to the telegraph escort that started
from tliis place .Inly 20, 1804, I beg leave to state the following :

That in the afternoon of .Inly 21) an escort consisting
1 of forty men,

commanded by Lieutenant Teale. of the Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry
Volunteers, started from this place; that about .&quot;&amp;gt; o clock next day
(July 30) word was brought to this regiment (I think by Lieutenant

Teale) that the party was attacked by a large force, of the enemy at
the bridge nine or ten miles from here on the telegraph line. A por
tion of this regiment, under command of Major Behlendortf, imme
diately started out to re-enforce our men. We, arrived at the bridge
about one hour before sunset. The enemy had left the vicinity. We
found two men dead on the battle-ground, whom we placed in an am
bulance and started back. About half an hour before starting Captain
Norris, with some ten or fifteen men, was ordered back by Major
Behlendorff, with directions to stop at the house about half a mile
this side the bridge (where on our advance was found one of our
wounded men of the telegraph escort) and give the inmates of the
house five minutes to get out with their most valuable effects and then
to set fire to the house. Our column moved forward and when within
about 400 yards of the house Major Behlendorff observed, &quot;Why is not
that house burning, as I ordered?&quot; He then moved rapidly forward.
I accompanied him. as I was acting as his aide-de-camp on that occa
sion. Captain Xorris apologized for disobeying orders, stating that the
wounded man was well cared for and that the family professed to be
friends of the Union and its advocates. The major rode into the yard
and conversed with the family a few minutes. I did not hear the con
versation, but heard the major observe to the family when leaving that

they had better move as soon as possible and go to their southern
brethren. A few minutes afterward I, and 1 think the entire force,
observed the house in our rear a few hundred yards on fire. It created
considerable light. I was with the major at the time. He made no
observations about the fire, and I supposed the house was set on fire

by the rear guard, in obedience to Major Behleiidorff s order. I saw
no other house burned on that road.

I have the honor to be, adjutant, your obedient servant,
A. W. HILL,

Lieutenant Company M, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry Voh.

Lieut. S. MONTE CAMBERN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

JULY 30, 1864. Reoccupation of Brownsville, Tex,, by the Confederate
Forces.

Report of Capt. James II. Fry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, C. *S
r

.

Army.

HEADQUARTERS EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,
Fort Brown, August 4, 1864.

By direction of the colonel commanding I have the honor to report
that upon his arrival at this place on the 30th ultimo he found Major
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Cave in command of a party of citizens in quiet possession of the town
of Brownsville.
The scouting party mentioned in Colonel Ford s last communication

as having been sent below has returned. Captain Robinson, of Gid-

diugs battalion, who was in charge of party, came up with the enemy s

rear about fifteen miles below Brownsville, and after a vigorous attack
succeeded in driving it back upon the main body, killing 2 of the enemy
and capturing 2 prisoners.
You will find inclosed documents, marked A, which are copies of

original orders picked up in the office lately occupied by General
Herron.*

Pickets and scouting parties are kept well to the front, and every
means is used to watch and harass the retiring enemy.

Colonel Ford has been sick for several days, and he, is not sufficiently
recovered for active duty. lie desires me to say that he will make yon
u full report of operations so soon as his strength will admit of it.

1 remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.JAM US If. FRY,

Captain and Ac-tiny Assistant Adjutant-CJeneral.
Capt, W. G. TOBIN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Columbus.

JULY 30-AUGUST 1, 1864. Scout in Phelps and Maries Counties, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Charles Adainson, Second Wisconsin Caralry.

HUQIIS. COMPANY A, SECOND WISCONSIN CAVALRY,
Rolla, Mo., Auyust 1, 1804.

In accordance with orders received from Col. A. Sigel, commanding
Post of Rolla, 1 started July , 50 with a scout of thirty men from the
Second Wisconsin Cavalry. 1 divided my command into three parts,
one taking the Vienna road, another -the Lane s Prairie road, myself
the Dillon road; scouted the by-roads and country thoroughly for

several miles. Heard no reports of disturbance by guerrillas. Com
mand rejoined and camped for the night at Dillon. July 31, divided

my men as before; started at daylight, one party taking country
between Vienna and Lane s Prairie roads; another the country immedi
ately east; myself taking the Borbeus Bottoms, still farther east. We
traveled mostly on by-roads and in the brush. Heard of guerrillas being
on the Vienna road and on Spring Creek three days before. Camped
for the night on the outskirts of the prairie. Arrested one man on

suspicion. August 1, started at daylight; divided my command as

before, one party taking the Vienna road, another the Spring Creek, and
myself the country near the Gasconade River. Heard the same reports
as before stated. Command rejoined at Dyer s farm, five miles from

Rolla, and reported in to my command at &amp;gt; p. m., and delivered my
prisoner to provost-marshal.

1 remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLFS ADAMSON,

Lieutenant Company A, Commanding Scout

COMMANDING OFFICER,
Post of Holla.

* Omitted as unimportant.
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JULY 31, 1864. Affair at Orange Grove, near Donaldsonville, La.

Report of Maj. tf. Pierre Rcmimjton, Eleventh New York Cavalry.

OPPOSITE DONALDSONVILLE, July 31, 186-f.

(Received 7 a. in.)

The guerrillas attacked the picket station at Orange drove again last

night between 1 and 1* a. in. and were repulsed Avithout loss on either
side.

S. P. REMINGTON,
Major, Coinnitnidint/ Eleventh New York Cavalry.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assista n t A dju ta n t- Genera L

AUGUST 1, 1864. Skirmishes near Independence, Mo.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Maj. Gen. Alfred Plt-asonton, IT. S. Army, commanding District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. IS. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Central Missouri.

WARRENSBURG, August 2, 1864.

Colonel Ford reports that Sergeant Coy, of his command, in charge
of a scout from Independence, rail upon two camps of guerrillas in

swamps, one of twenty-five, one of forty; killed L and wounded 2.

Our loss none.

A. PLEASONTON,
Major- Genera I.

Major-General EoSECRANS.

Report of Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry.

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., August 1, 1864.

I sent two scouts out to-day, one west under Lieutenant Parsons,
and Sergeant Coy, with his pet lambs, south. Coy ran on two (tamps,
one of twenty- live and one of forty; killed 1, wounded 2; our loss, 1.

Enemy scattered every way; we hear of them in all directions from here.
Scout leaves Pleasant Hill to-night; leave here to-morrow morning be
fore daylight.

J. H. FORD,
Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry.

Captain STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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AUGUST 1, 1864. Scout to Baxter Springs, Kans., with skirmish.

Report of Col. John I). Allen, /Seventh Provisional Regiment Enrolled
Missour i Militia.

HDQRS. SEVENTH PROV. REGT. ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA.
Mount Vernon, Mo., A-uynxt /, ISM.

ADJUTANT : In pursuance of orders from these headquarters ( Japtain
Sutherland, together with Captains Roberts and Ritchey, with eighty
men, made a scout in the direction of Baxter Springs. In about ten

miles of the springs they came upon Captains Taylor and Marchbanks,
with about thirty men. After a few shots they completely routed the

enemy, killing some 5 or 6 and wounding several others. After pursu
ing them some ten or twelve miles south, making no farther discovery,

they returned without any loss on our part.

Very respectfully , your obedient servant.
.JOHN D. ALLEN,

Col., Comdy. Seventh Pror. Refit. Enrolled Misaouri Militia.

P. S. Old One-Eyed Davis, of Greene County, was among the killed.

Lieut. W. B. ALLEN,
Actiny Afiniatant Adjutant-denaral, ttprinyfield, Mo.

AUGUST 1-3, 1864. Scout on the Independence Road to Gunter s Mills, Mo.

Report of ( apt. Ezra IT. Kinynhnry, /Second Colorado Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY I,

Pleasant Hill, Mo., August 4, 1864.

SIR : In pursuance of orders dated August 1, 1864, headquarters bat

talion, Pleasant Hill, Mo., I have the honor to report that I left this

station at 2 a. in. with a detachment of seventy men, from Companies
F, G, I, K, and L, arriving at Gunter s at 12.30 p. m.

;
found the guer

rillas in small squads east of the Independence road ; ascertained that
Todd and seven men had ordered breakfast at Hackett s, but did not
remain to eat it; scouted the brush thoroughly in that vicinity; found
fresh trails in every direction; they scattered as soon as pursued.
Scouted the country east of the Independence road for seven hours;
could not find the enemy. At 4 p. m. struck west; crossed the Blue at

the Kaytown crossing; found no trail; recrossed the Blue; went south
west up the Blue; scouted the timber south and west of Gunter s Mills,
south of Gunter s. At 6.30 p. m. sent twenty men on foot into the brush
in front of Gunter s. They remained in that vicinity until 9 p. m. ;

could
find no signs of the enemy; returned to this station at 1 o clock on the
3d instant.

E. W. KLNGSBURY,
Captain Company T, Second Colorado Cavalry.

Maj. J. XELSON SMITH.
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AUGUST 1-5, 1864. Scout on the Smoky Hill Fork, Kans.

Report of Capt. Hvnry Honth, Eltnenth Kansas Cavalry.

FlDQKS. ( COMPANY L. ELEVENTH KANSAS V()L. (CAVALRY.
Malina, Kanx., August ,5, 1864.

SLR: In accordance with Special Field Orders, No. 0, dated head
quarters Department of Kansas, at Fort Larned, July .U, 1804, extract
III, I proceeded with my battalion, consisting of a detachment of cav
alry from Company H, Seventh Iowa, Second Lieutenant Ellsworth in

command; a detachment from Company L. Eleventh Kansas Cavalry,
Second Lieut. William Booth in command; a detachment from the
Fourteenth Kansas State Militia, and a detachment from the Fifteenth
Kansas State Militia, numbering in all ninety-two men, in a northerly
direction. We camped at night on Ash Creek, about nine miles from
Fort Larned. August 1, we broke camp early and proceeded in a
northerly direction toward the Smoky Kill. After marching about ten
miles we reached Walnut Creek, upon which we camped. It being
twenty-five miles from here to the Smoky Hill, I deemed it not prudent
to proceed any farther this day, especially as our guides said there was
no water on the entire route. While encamped upon Walnut scouts
were sent up and down the creek a distance of ten or fifteen miles. No
Indians were seen, but indications that a large body had been here were
apparent, but nothing recent. August 1&amp;gt;,

started this morning about
o clock, throwing out flankers on each side to discover if possible any

Indians that might be prowling around, but none were discovered on the
entire march. We crossed the Smoky Hill about nine miles above the
mouth of Big Creek. We stopped on Smoky 1 1 ill to gra/e and examine
the river. Xo signs were discovered that indicated the presence of
Indians. Learning from our guide that Big Creek was a great resort
for Indians, 1 determined to proceed there, a distance of nine miles, to

camp for the night. ( )n approaching the creek scouts were sent forward
to discover if Indians were present. Here again we found the remains
of a camp of a large body of Indians ; we judged from 400 to GOO. They
had apparently left in a hurry, as some of their pack-saddles, the
remains of old tents, some hatchets, &c., were left scattered around the

camj^ They had evidently had a lot of stock, as the grass in the vicinity
was cropped very short. 1 think from appearances that this camp had
been left but a few days before our arrival. Possibly it might have
been deserted while we were at Smoky Elill Crossing, from which it is a
distance about sixty miles. This body of Indians had gone in a northerly
direction. Having rations for only three days I deemed it not prudent
to follow this trail. We camped on Big Creek, three miles above its

mouth. August . i, broke cam]) about o clock and proceeded down the
north bank of Smoky Hill toward the crossing. After leaving this
creek we came into large herds of buffalo, which had tramped the

country so much that it was impossible to tell a buffalo trail from an
Indian trail. We camped to-night on the Smoky Hill, about sixteen

mile^s from the crossing. Xo sign of Indians here. The buffalo had
fed the grass so close that nothing was left for our horses. August 4,
started this morning at daylight, as our horses were fasting (the last
of our corn was fed last night). After marching five or six miles we
found good grass and stopped to graze our animals. We reached
Smoky Mill Crossing about 1-5 m. Mere I received Special Field
Orders, Xo. 7, dated headquarters Department of Kansas, Cow Creek
Station, August o, 1804, extract ill. in accordance with said order
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I left Lieutenant Ellsworth at this station with his detachment and pro
ceeded with the balance toward Salina, which place we reached August
~t, 1864, at 6 p. in.

[ think from present- indications the Indians are upon the Saline,

Solomon, and Republican .Rivers, as the buffalo are plenty upon these

streams, and they depend entirely upon them for a living. Undoubtedly
they are encamped upon some one of these streams.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

HENRY BOOTH,
Captain Company L, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. S. K. CURTIS,

AUGUST 1-5, 1864. Operations in Eastern Arkansas, with skirmish (1st)
at Lamb s Plantation, near Helena.

No. 1. Brig. (Jen. Napoleon B. Bulbrd, U. S. Army, commanding District of Eastern

Arkansas.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army.

Report of Brig. Gen. N~apoleon B. Buford, U. *V. Army, commanding
District of Eastern Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., August 7, 186-L

Maj. Gen. E. K. S. CANBY,
Commanding Division of West Jnssisttipjpi:

SIR: Inclosed I send you a copy of my report of this date to General
Steele. I have evidence that the enemy murdered in cold blood three
wounded colored soldiers who were left on the battle-field on the 2&amp;lt;&amp;gt;th

ultimo, and that yesterday they murdered two which they found at the

plantations unarmed. What steps shall be taken? I still haveLieu-
tenant Casteel and live other bushwhackers iu prison whose cases I

reported to you in person when you were here. I have in all forty-
seven prisoners of war. If permitted a cavalry force I shall retaliate

the barbarities and cause restitution to the lessees as far as practicable.
I have been unwell for some time and have been granted a leave of
absence by General Steele, but will not leave while there is an enemy
near us unless entirely prostrated by sickness.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
X. B. BIT FORD,

Brigadier- (feneral, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, Ark., August 1, 186 i.

SIR: This morning at 5 a. in. the enemy under Colonel Dobbin were
at Allen .1. Folk s place; about 800 mounted men. At 8 they attacked
the lessees at the Lamb place, capturing all the stock and negroes, old
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and young, and the white employes. From there they went to J. B.

Pillow s place, doing the same; crossing at Sandy Ford and following
down all the leased plantations a distance of ten miles, capturing

1

, burn

ing&quot;, destroying, and robbing of money and effects. They passed out
at Mrs. Higgins place, going west. I had a cavalry force of 100 men,
who left here at 8 a. in. in pursuit of a party of the plunderers as far as

Allen J. Folk s, where they met a larger reserve of the enemy than my
force, which closed in behind the plundering party and moved west.

My force returned to watch the movements of the other parties going
into the plantations. I moved out with my two infantry regiments,
the Sixth Minnesota and the Thirty-fifth Missouri, which on account
of sickness only mustered 400 men tit for marching, and with my colored

(light) battery of four pieces and with the balance of the cavalry. The
marauders, all mounted, were four times as numerous as my cavalry
force and could not be overtaken. I have reason to think the whole
force of the enemy mounted was three regiments, Dobbin s and two of

Shelby s, commanded by Colonel Gordon and Colonel . They
did not attack either of my two forts on the plantations, but have taken
oft the people and movables from two-thirds of the places. Colonel
Bacon reports an aggregate for duty to-day of only Ii5~&amp;gt; cavalry. I have
distinctly seen that we should have a raid, and that I could not prevent
it, with so small a mounted force. I have received my leave of absence,
but shall not avail myself of it while the eueiny are in force near me.
Between the White and Mississippi liivers there is at this time a force
of 0,000 men. My monthly report will exhibit to you my force, but two
regiments are.lOO-days men, many of them boys from sixteen to eighteen,
and incapable of standing a march in this climate. The cavalry will

lose 147 men by expiration of enlistment in a few days. I have been

hoping that the force at Devall s Bluff would co-operate with me and
clean out the enemy between Clarendon and this place.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
N. B. BUFOKD,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. W. I). GREEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Arkansas.

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. tihelby, C. *S . Army.

HEADQUARTERS, &c.,

August ,9, 1864.

In my last dispatch to you i was blockading White Elver and had
expeditions operating in the direction of Helena, Memphis, and the
railroad. Of these various movements I wish to inform you, so that

you will understand everything in regard to affairs here.. Colonels
Dobbin and Gordon, immediately after their tight of July L 8, made a
forced march upon the Federal plantations near Helena and harried
them with a fury greater than a hurricane,. They captured 200 mules,
300 negroes, quantities of goods and clothing, and killed 75 mongrel
soldiers, negroes, and Yankee schoolmasters, imported to teach the

young ideas how to shoot.

Colonel McCray moved upon the railroad and damaged it consider

ably, but stirred up a complete hornet s nest. From Devall s Bluff to
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Little Rock the road was swarming with-large bodies of infantry and
cavalry, and MeCray was forced back, as rapidly as he came. Two
days later Colonel Coleman, with 500 men, struck the railroad, again
tore up the track, burnt some ties, killed 25 Federals and captured 75

more, and fell back, fighting heavily. The next day Colonel Jackman,
with 500 more men, made another dash at the coveted prize and again
tore up a portion of the track; but he, too, had to fall back on McCray,
who had taken post at a convenient distance to succor his detachments.
Jackman killed 23, wounded 0, and captured 17.

Colonel Erwin, who was sent to the plantation above Memphis, has
been very successful, and u Widow and Yankee maid long shall lament
his raid.&quot;

I had not been on White River one hour before, two gun-boats passed
down. My battery was not in position and I could not open fire on
them. For a day and night 1 lay upon the river, but whether they
knew ofmy approach or not I cannot tell; but so it was nothing passed
up or down. I intended to wait on them a week or more, but my trusty
scouts, whom nothing escapes, brought word that 3,000 Federals had
gone by boats to DCS Arc, and were coming higher to gain my rear. 1

marched that night for Augusta, and found before reaching there that

they had gone up to Gregory s Landing or at least a portion of them
and were likely to get between me and my reserve ordnance. I pushed
on rapidly two days and nights, got above the Federals, and marched
down without stopping to give them battle. They retreated hastily,
but this expedition raised the blockade of White River, for I could
not wait there with a heavy force in my rear and my newly-recruited
and unarmed men unprotected wholly. Three thousand Federals are,

menacing me from the direction of Searcy, but I can whip that number
if they will come to me. My stay here now will be short, not only on
account of the heavy forces concentrating against me, but on account
of the destitution of the country and the large number of ineffective

men now concentrated. To save the recruits E have gained, to arm
them, drill them, clothe them, and feed them, it is necessary that they
be brought immediately to the army; so L shall take steps very soon
to bring them through, unless L receive such orders from district head
quarters as shall change my determination before leaving.
News from Missouri still continues glorious. If General Price, at the

head of 5,000 cavalry, could penetrate the State he could light such a
tire of opposition and enthusiasm that 50,000 loyal Missouriaus would
spring to arms. There never was such an opportunity to make a suc
cessful raid. Xews from all points is bright with the tidings of victory
and success. Hood whipped Sherman badly at Atlanta, and Colonel

Mulligan, General Price s old opponent at Lexington, was killed in the.

Valley of Virginia, where General Early whipped Hunter, ( rook, and
Averell. There is not a day but some of my scouting parties meet and
fight the Federals, and 1 can safely put down their loss since my occu

pation of this country at 10 per day. General Steele has been consid

erably re-enforced by General Cauby, one portion of Banks army going
to him and the other to Grant. The lieutenant who brings this com
munication will explain to you my true intentions.

Very respectfully,
JO. 0. SHELBY,

ttrigadier- Genera /, Co inm a n ding.
Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON.

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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AUGUST 1-28, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes

at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Eutledge (4th), near Enterprise and
on Buffalo Creek (7th).

REPORTS.
No. 1. Brig. Gen. John B. Sanboni, U. S. Army, commanding District of Southwest

Missouri.

Xo. 2. Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 3. Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Report of Brig. (Jen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Army, commanding District

of Southwest Missouri.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Springfield, J/o., August 13, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information of the

general commanding
1

official copy of report of Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth
Regiment Cavalry Missouri State Militia, commanding Neosho, Mo., of

a scout made by him with 175 men of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia and Seventh Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri
Militia into McDonald County, Mo., on the 7th instant. Also copy of

his report of a scout made by Lieutenant Hunter, Eighth Missouri
State Militia Cavalry into the same section on the 5th instant with a

detachment of the Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. Six of the
enlisted men missing from Lieutenant Hunter s command have come
into camp at Neosho.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. SANBORN.

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of the Missouri.

ADDENDA.

Itinerary of the District Southwest Missouri, commanded by Brig. Gen.
John B. Sanborn*

August 2. Captain Ruark, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
killed Lieutenant Goode, of the rebel army, in the vicinity of Diamond
Grove Prairie, near Carthage, Mo.
August 4. Lieutenant Hunter, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cav

alry, in command of sixty men, same regiment, on a scout in the direc
tion of McDonald County, Mo., encountered the enemy 300 strong near

Rutledge; had a sharp skirmish, in which he lost 3 men killed and 1

man wounded: the enemy s loss, 3 killed and several wounded.

August 7. Major Burch, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, in

command of 175 men, marched from Neosho; came in contact with the

enemy near Enterprise: killed 1 of their pickets; were unable to bring
the enemy into action. The rebel force, commanded by Major Piercey
composed of portions of Pickler s and Stand Watie s commands.
August 10. Colonel Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,

with 100 men, left Springfield, Mo., to operate against the enemy on
the western border of the district, but the enemy had retreated south
ward.

* From monthly return.

13 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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August 2S. Lieut. S. A. M. George, Eighth Missouri State Militia

Cavalry, was killed by guerrillas at Osage Springs, Ark.

During the month the district has been very little disturbed by rov

ing bauds, but the enemy has been operating on the southern and
western borders of the district, keeping our forces on the alert. The

Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry is being organized.

Reports of Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth Missouri Ktate Militia Cavalry.

NEOSHO, Mo., August 5, 1864.

SIR: For the information of the general commanding I have the

honor of reporting to you the operations of a scout sent out from this

post on the evening of the 4th instant.

From information I received from sources in which I placed but lit

tle reliance i learned there Avas a rebel force, numbers not known, en

camped on Cowskin River, in the neighborhood of Untied ge. I made
application to Captain Lindsay, commanding at Granby, for all the

effective force he could spare. I also made application to Captain
Uitchey for all the available force he could spare. I received a com
munication from Lieutenant Wear, of Captain llitchey s company, that

the captain was absent, and they were expecting the mustering officer,

and consequently could not furnish any men. I received thirty men
from Granby from Companies L and M, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State
Militia. I had thirty men detailed from Companies II and L, Eighth
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and ordered Lieutenant Hunter, of Com
pany H, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with instructions to

proceed in the direction of Uutleclge, McDonald County, Mo., to as

certain the facts of the enemy being in that portion of the country. I

ordered him to proceed to liutledge and proceed cautiously to ascertain

the whereabouts of the force reported, and if he found a rebel force as

large as reported to proceed with caution and reconnoiter their posi

tion, and as near as possible their number. He reached a point near

Uutledge, nearer than the place reported. He found the enemy s

pickets and drove them toward their camp, which he found evacuated
;

he then started slowly on their trail with William Haycock as guide.

They had not proceeded but a short distance, and the enemy attacked
his rear, when the action commenced with the rear, and the enemy then

opened on both of his flanks, and he then commenced falling back, and
a running tight commenced, which was kept up for four miles, when
the enemy fell back, and he then proceeded to fall back to this post,
with the loss of 3 killed and 9 missing, 1 man wounded severely; but
I think the missing will most of them come in. The loss of the enemy
as far as known was 3 killed; the number of wounded not known.
Their number, as far as my information reaches, is 250 or 300, Pickler,
with probably Buck Brown s men, and their leader, Eector Johnson,
formerly a citizen of this place. Since writing this [ have received

your communication to Col. John D. Allen ordering me to make a scout
in the direction the scout herein reported has made, and complied
with the instruction in your communication to Col. John D. Allen,
dated August 4, 1864. I will call out all the available force belonging
to the three stations and start back to see them again on the 7th in

stant, as according to instructions just received from your head

quarters. A compliance of Special Orders, 3s
T
o. 206, for inspection of
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horse equipments in possession of the troops at this place, will delay
me one day and the horses need one day s rest. I have also the honor
of informing yon regarding the death of the notorious guerrilla chief,
Lieutenant Goode. He was killed on the 2d instant by Capt. Ozias

Ruark, Company L, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. I started

my forage train out on the 1st instant with twenty mounted men, under
command of Lieutenant Hunter, Company II, Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, and twenty men on foot, under command of Capt. O/ias

Ruark, Company L. Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, on the Dia
mond drove Prairie after forage in Goode s favorite range. When the
train was loaded it proceeded with the twenty mounted men, Lieutenant
Hunter in command, for this post, leaving the infantry concealed in

the brush unknown to any person. They then maneuvered around in

the vicinity of a spring known as a favorite resort of Goode and his

band and concealed f liemsclves. They had not remained long in am
bush before Goode with two others came along; but they mistrusted

danger at hand and one remarked, &quot;-There is somebody in the thicket;&quot;

but the word was hardly spoken till the sharp report of a revolver was
heard and Goode rolled from his horse dead. The ball penetrated the left

side of the, upper lip and ranging upward. You will find herein inclosed
the papers found on the person of Lieutenant Goode. with the list of

the desperadoes under his command, and all other papers found on his

person. The individuals whose names you will find on the list are citi

zens of this country and whose families are yet here.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MILTON BUECH,

Major, Comda. Battalion Eiyhih Car. Mixsoitri Mate Militia.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL, BIST. OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Springfield, Mo.

[Inclosuro Xo. 1.)

J. E. Goode, Richard Hall, Calaway Johnson, J. W. Scaggs, L. IT.

Scaggs, T. II. Hawkins, T. V. Parnell. E. M. Martin, James Ramsey,
W. F. Ray, John Harmon, Taylor Bnskirk, Hiram Mayeld, Monroe
Hew it.

[ Indorsement.]

This paper was taken from Lieut. J. E. Goode, and contains a list of
his company, most of whom live in the southern part of Jasper and
northern part of Xewton Counties.

OZIAS RUARK.
Captain Company L. Eujhth Mixxonri Mate Militia Cavalry.

[Inclosuro Xo. 2.]

SPECIAL ORDERS, / HEADQUARTERS PRICE S DIVISION,
No. 2, J. ] Camp Rraan, January 28, 1$(JJ.

I. Leaves of absence are granted to the following-named officers for

the length of time set opposite their names, at the expiration of which

they will return to duty with their command and report their arrival

to this office: Lieut. J. R. Goode, Company II, Eleventh Missouri

Regiment, thirty days.

By command of Brigadier-General Drayton:
L. A. MACLEAX,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
Lieut. J. R. GOODE.

(Through Colonel Burns, commanding brigade.)
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[Indorsements.]

Relieved from duty January _J8, 1804.

JAMES PHILLIPS,
Major, Com mand ing.

Pass tlie bearer.

By order of Brigadier-General Cabell.

JOHN KING.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[InrloMiiro No. . !.
|

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH MISSOURI.
Camp Bragg, January 21, 18HL

Pass Lieut. J. R. (ioode to (Jamden and back against the evening of

January L
li,

1804.

JAS. PHILLIPS,
Majo /

,
Commandin a.

[ludorstMiieut. ]

Approved.
W. M. MOORE,

Major, Commanding Brigade.

NEOSIIO, Mo., August J, 18(&amp;gt;-L

Sm : I have the honor of reporting, for the information of the general
commanding, of a scout taken down in McDonald County, Mo., in search
of the force that engaged Lieutenant Hunter, Company 11, Eighth Cav
alry Missouri State Militia, on the 5th instant.

I started on the 7th instant with all the available force in my reach
a portion of Captain Ritchey s company from ]S&amp;gt;wtonia. a portion of

Captain Ray s company from Newtonia, a portion of the command from

(rranby, and about thirty men from Carthage, Jasper County, Mo., and
all the available force stationed at this post, making in all about 175
men. We left this post about 7 o clock morning of the 7th instant
and proceeded in the direction of Enterprise. McDonald County,
Mo. After marching eight miles in that direction I received intima
tion of the enemy having moved his cam]) eight miles from the place
where Lieutenant Hunter found him, having moved in a northern direc
tion and nearer this post. We arrived at Enterprise about 1 p. m., and
our advance drove in the enemy s pickets, killing 2 and pursuing the,

remainder of pickets and stragglers, about twenty in number, into their

cam]), and then fell back, reporting what they had discovered. 1 then
moved up my men, concealed from the enemy, and then proceeded with a
few men to reconnoiter his position, -which I found to be strong and
immediately at the mouth of Patterson s Creek. 1 then ordered Capt.
John R. Kelso, with a few men, to proceed in the direction of the enemy s

camp and try and draw him out, which he did not succeed in doing,
although he skirmished with the enemy for nearly two hours, but could
not induce him to leave his position, in the woods.
While I with Captain Kelso was reconnoitering my horse was shot

from under me by one of the enemy s sharpshooters. I then called off

Captain Kelso, after ascertaining that the enemy would not leave his

position. I then sent Captain Kelso, with Companies II and L, Eighth
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Cavalry Missouri State Militia, to penetrate to the enemy s left, while
u portion of the cavalry moved on his right unobserved, the remainder
being held as reserve and holding horses. The infantry moved cau
tiously down the bed of a dry stream and reached the enemy s camp, and
found they had evacuated their camp and fell back farther in the brush,
which was almost impassable. Then throwing out ten men from Com
pany L, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, as advance guard, with
instructions to move slowly and cautiously, we then started on the

enemy s trail, which led through a heavy timbered bottom in the direc
tion of Buffalo Creek. We bad not proceeded more than one mile before
the advance discovered an ambuscade of the enemy, but the thicket in
which the enemy lay concealed was so dense that the advance did not
discover them till they opened on them. I immediately dismountedmy
men and deployed my force as skirmishers and moved cautiously for

ward in hopes of finding the whole force of the enemy in that vicinity,
but after reconnoitering I ascertained that he had moved on slowly and
cautiously on the trail till the advance reached Buffalo Creek. They
moved cautiously and slowly and saw no enemy till they had rode into
the stream to water their horses, when the enemy opened a very heavy
fire on the advance guard, wounding four men severely, one of whom
died immediately, and disabling four horses. Having no ambulance
with me, we constructed litters and slowly retraced our steps after

reconnoitering the position the enemy had occupied, and found him
gone again. It was then near sundown, and our horses being greatly
fatigued, and so was the men, as the scarcity of water rendered it

almost insupportable, I could not ascertain the actual force of the

enemy. From the best information I could gather from the number of

iires, from the number of beeves killed, &c., 1 will say that there can
not be less than 225 or 300, but there may be more. As the country is

an everlasting jungle of brush and weeds, I was not able to ascertain
his numbers, as he did not seem willing to venture an engagement.
The officers and men under my command behaved nobly, obeying

every order issued with a promptness which deserves the highest
respect. I reached JSTeosho early in the morning of the 8th instant with

my wounded men, and they soon received that attention from the
hands of Doctor Wills which every wounded soldier requires. They are

doing well and I hope for their recovery, that they may mete out pun
ishment to all rebels and traitors in arms.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MILTOX BUKCH,

Major, Comdy. Battalion Eighth Car. Missouri fttatc Militia.

P. S. I have to inform you that the enemy is commanded by a Major
Piercey, of late date. It is Pickler s command, with a portion of Stand
Watie s, and a portion of notorious bushwhackers with Husk s company.
I think they will stay there, as I do not think I have force sufficient to

drive them, owing to the duty required for foraging and a guard to guard
the haymakers, as in the country they occupy it will, in my judgment,
require a larger force to drive them than I have at my command. If I

had 300 more men I could drive or annihilate him, as it will require
that additional number to effect his overthrow in his forest fastness.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MILTON BURCII,

Major, Comdcj. Battalion Eighth Car. Missouri State Militia.

Lieut. W. D. HUBBARD,
Actg. Asst. Adjt, (Jen., Dint, of tio titIncest Missouri, Nprinyjield, Mo.
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Report of Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., August 18, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that having complied with

Special Orders, No. 213, headquarters District of Southwest Missouri. I

have returned to this post and make the following report:
I assumed command of the different detachments of troops ordered

by you to Neosho on the morning of the 13th instant and marched to

Cowskin Creek. The advance guard saw six men in the evening and
killed 1 of them. On the morning of the 14th Captain Kelso killed Lieu
tenant Baxter, a noted bushwhacker, whom we learned from the ladies at
the house at which he was killed had brought dispatches from General
Stand Watie to the companies in that vicinity to join Stand Watie near
Fort Smith. On the 14th I marched near Maysville, Ark., but did not
discover any enemy, but learned from reliable, sources that the forces

which had been in the vicinity of Cowskin Prairie had gone .south, and
that there was no rebel force left in that section except a few bush
whackers, who hide in the bluff and caves when any Federal soldiers are
near. Having become satisfied from the trails of the rebels and rebel

horses that the information received to the effect that Captains Rusk,
Roberts, and Robinson, rebel officers, who attacked Major Bnrch
about the Gth [7th] instant, had left for Stand Watie near Fort Smith,
and that there was no probability of overtaking them, I returned to

Neosho and ordered the different detachments of troops to return to

their respective posts. On our return to Neosho the advance guard
severely wounded 2 bushwhackers. They returned the tire and slightly
wounded 1 man of the Sixth Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JOSEPH J. GRAVELY,
Colonel Eighth Cavalry Missouri -/State Militia.

[Brig. Gen. JOHN B. SANBORN.J

AUGUST 2, 1864. Reconnaissance from Berwick to Pattersonville, La.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, 1. . &amp;gt;S. Army, commanding* District of La
Fonrcbe.

No. 2. Acting Muster Levi S. Fickctt, T. S. Navy.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. 8. Army, commanding Dis
trict of La Fourche.

THIBODEAUX, August 2, 1864.

Colonel Jones, Ninety-third U. S. Colored Infantry, with his regiment
and some cavalry, made a reconnaissance from Berwick to-day up the
Teche as far as Pattersonville. They took 1 prisoner, 3 horses, 30 head
of cattle, some molasses, and ammunition. They learned that the enemy
had crossed the lake toward the La Fourche, but do not state when or

where.
R. A. CAMERON&quot;,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.



CHAP. LIII.] RECONNAISSANCE TO PATTERSONVILLE, LA. 199

No. 2.

Report of Acting Master Led S. Fickett, U. S. Navy.

U. S. STEAMER GLIDE,
Berwick Bay, August 3, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to make the following report, viz :

At 10 a. 111. on the 2d instant I heard firing in the direction of Patter

sonville, and, in obedience to your orders of same date, got under way
and proceeded to that place. When about halfway up saw a small squad
of the Ninety-third U. S. Colored Regiment. The officers commanding
them told me that our troops had met the enemy in Pattersonville, routed

them, and captured two prisoners. At 11.45 a. m. exchanged signals
with the U. S. steamer Carrabasset, which was lying at the bank in the
lower part of the town. I stopped my boat and went on board of her;
saw two ladies there, whom Captain Leonard informed me were sent on
board by Colonel Jones, of the Ninety-third. I asked him if he had
seen Major-General Canby s order, prohibiting certain persons from

visiting inside of our lines. He said he had not, but Colonel Jones told
him that he (Jones) would be responsible for them if he (Captain
Leonard) would bring them down. I saw about two-thirds of the

Ninety-third Regiment (and a part of the cavalry regiment who were
with them) near the Carrabasset, on the bank. A few of the Ninety-
third and a few of the cavalry had proceeded toward Brashear with a
drove of about fifty or sixty head of cattle, which they had taken from
citizens in Pattersonville; and the remainder of both regiments were
ransacking houses and back yards for such plunder as they could carry.

By Captain Leonard s orders (after taking on board a colored family
whom I brought to Brashear) I went up as far as the mouth of the

Teche; saw about twenty rebel cavalry, which I shelled out of a small

piece of woods, and they retreated up the banks of the river. I then
steered toward Brashear. On my return I passed several small squads
of Colonel Jones regiment at various distances from the main body.
There was no officer with them, and they were pillaging in nearly every
house on their way. I considered the troops very badly managed, and
the officers did not appear to exercise any command over them. I saw
several men of the Ninety-third with articles of clothing in their pos
session. At 1.30

]&amp;gt;.
m. I passed the U. S. steamer Carrabasset lying

at the bank, putting bedding, furniture, &c., on shore again, which
had been taken on board by the soldiers without Captain Leonard s

knowledge. The soldiers burned three or four buildings on their

return, one large dwelling-house and one mill. I could not say whether
the others were mills or houses. Wlien about three or four miles from
the bay, I saw six or seven men of the Ninety-third Regiment on the

opposite side of the bayou. I went in to the bank, told them to come
on board, and I would take them to Brashear. They did not come, but
crossed over below me. They were from one to two miles in the rear.

1 afterward took them on board, nearly beat out from the heavy load of

plunder which they had about them, and a hot sun overhead. 1 then

kept on down the river, and at 3 p. m. came to anchor ofit Brashear

City.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. S. FICKETT,

Actiny Master* Commanding.

Acting Vol. Lieut. S. B. WASHBURNE,
Commanding Naval Forces at Berwick Bay.
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AUGUST 2-8, 1864. Operations near Holden, Mo., with skirmish (8th) on
Norris Creek.

Report of ( apt. Mdville U. Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HOLDEN, Mo., August Jl, 1864.

1 have the honor to report the inarches, scouts, &c.. of troops at
this station to this date:

August 4, Corporal McCoy and twenty men of both companies wore
sent to repair telegraph wire; learned that break was immediately east
of Pleasant Hill, and that troops from that station were repairing it;

returned
;
traveled twenty miles. August 5, Captain Baker, with thirty

men, Company C, went on scout on Big Creek and Crawford s Fork;
found small squad of rebels; chased them, killed 1, captured 1 horse
and equipments; traveled thirty miles. Same day with fifteen men
went myself foraging around on Blackwater: learned upon what I

deemed good authority that Dick Yeager was then lying wounded north
west ofChapel II ill. Went and informed Major Kelly, commanding that

station, and proceeded into the Sni Hills to look for Yeager. Could not
find him; returned next day; traveled forty miles, August &amp;lt;&amp;gt;,

Cor

poral Skidmore, with twenty men, Company G, went to Lost Creek;
returned; traveled twenty miles. August 8, Lieutenant Combs, with

forage train, run into a squad of bushwhackers in Morris Creek; had
skirmish; had 1 horse slightly wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
M. U. FOSTER,

Captain, Commawlina.

Lieut. J. N. PENNOOK,
Adjt. Seventh Regt. Car. Mo. State Militia, Warrensburg, Mo.

AUGUST 3, 1864. Skirmish near Fayette, Mo.

Report of Maj. Reeves Leonard, Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACH. XINTH CAV. MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Fayette, Mo., August 4, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Yesterday morning after a slight skirmish I routed a band
of guerrillas near Fayette, and pursued them until dusk, a distance of

fifteen miles, capturing horses, arms, clothing, &c. Our forces consisted

of detachment of the First Iowa Cavalry and Ninth Cavalry Missouri

State. Militia.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. LEONARD,

Major Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Capt. GEORGE A. HOLLOWAY,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of North Missouri, Saint Joseph, Mo.
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AUGUST 3-NOVEMBER 4, 1864. Scouts from Fort Sumner, N. Mex., with
skirmish (August 26) at Sacramento Mountains.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Capt. Henry B. Bristol, Fifth U. S. Infantry.

No. 2. Capt. Einil Fritz, First California Cavalry.

No. 3. Capt. Samuel A. Gorham, First California Cavalry.

No. 4. Capt. Francis MoCabe, First New Mexico Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Capt. Henry B. Bristol, Fifth U. 8. Infantry.

FORT SUMNER, X. MEX., August, W, 1804.

CAPTAIN: 1 have the honor herewith to inclose reports of Indian
scouts made by Captains Fritz and Gorhain, California Volunteers. I

also state for the information of the general commanding that Captain
McCabe is now in pursuit of the Indians with about sixty men. From
what I can learn he will overtake and punish the savages for their dep
redations lately committed in the vicinity of Hatch s .Ranch.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. B. BRISTOL,

Captain, Fifth Infantry, Commanding.

Capt. BEN. C. CUTLER, F. S. Volunteers,
Asst. Adjt. (jen., Dept. Hrfqrx., iSanta Fe, N. Mex:

Report of Capt. Emil Fritz, First California Cavalry.

FORT SUMNER, N. MEX., August 19, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report for the informa
tion of the commanding officer:

I left here on the 3d instant, according to verbal instructions from

Capt. II. B. Bristol, commanding Fort Sumner, X. Mex., to intercept
an Apache trail in the direction of the Capitaii Mountains. On the
fourth day I arrived at Fort Stanton late in the evening without see

ing any Indian signs. I remained in Stanton the following day, and
;it dusk an express arrived with the news that the Indians had driven
off the mules belonging to Mr. Parker s train. I left Fort Stanton the
same night by order of the commanding officer. Major Chacon (please
lind a copy of the order inclosed), to scout through the White Moun
tains in order to intercept the Indian trail. I returned on the fourth

day, having scouted through the White Mountains, and crossing all

the trails leading to the Sacramento and Guadalupe Mountains with
out finding any Indian sign. On my return to Stanton I was ordered
to send part of my men to the relief of Mr. Parker s train, and remain
with the rest at the post to guard the Government stock there until

the return of my men with the train in distress. As soon as they
returned I took the route for this post, where I arrived on the morning
of the 19th instant without seeing anything worthy of notice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EMIL FRITZ,

Captain. First Caralry California Volunteers.

Lieut. M. MULLINS,
Fifth U. 8. Infantry, Pont Adjutant.
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Report of Capt. Samuel A. Gorham, First California Cavalry.

FORT SUMNER, X. MEX., August -i,
1864.

In accordance with an order received from Captain Bristol, Fifth II. S.

Infantry, commanding Fort Sunnier, X. Mex., and having
1

agreeably to

said order reported to Col. Christopher Carson, First New Mexico Cav
alry, for instructions, I proceeded abont midnight of the 3d instant
from this post in the direction of Fort Union, N. Mex., to look after cer

tain Apache Indians who had a few days previous been committing
depredations and running off stock from the ranches in the vicinity
of . My command consisted of one commissioned officer (Lieut.
B. F. Fox, First California Cavalry) and thirty enlisted men of Company
G, First California Cavalry (my own company). I was furnished with
one Mexican guide and one Indian guide. After traveling about twelve
miles on the main road which leads to Fort Union I bore off to the

right, and a little after daylight crossed the Alamo Gordo, a small

stream, at a distance of about twenty-four miles from Fort Sumner.
Just before crossing the stream the Mexican guide left us with the

understanding that he would return. After crossing the stream I pro
ceeded with my command and the Indian guide in a northerly direction

about twenty-four miles, and within four miles of Whitmore s Ranch;
then changed direction and traveled west about twelve miles and crossed
the Rio Pecos, followed the river up, and camped at Giddings Ranch,
where we remained two hours for the purpose of resting and feeding
our animals and getting something to eat ourselves. We arrived at

Giddings Ranch a little after 11 o clock, having traveled over sixty
miles. A little after 1 p. m. left Giddings Ranch and recrossed the
river on the road back to Fort Sumner. I proceeded on my return as

far as the lower main crossing of the Alamo Gordo and about twenty-
five miles from the ranch. We camped about 9 p. m. Distance traveled
this day about eighty-five miles. The Mexican guide failed to return

during the day in accordance with the understanding.

AUGUST 5, 1SG4.

Broke camp about 4 a. m. and proceeded up the stream in an easterly
direction about ten miles and crossed the Indian trail. Having been
informed on yesterday that the stock captured by the Apaches had all

been retaken from them, and that the Indians had twenty-four hours
the start of me, and no other stock with them except their own animals,
which they were riding, I concluded it would not be expedient to pur
sue them, as pursuit would bo useless. I therefore returned to the fort,

where I arrived about 12 m., not having seen an Indian during the
scout.

S. A. GORHAM,
Captain, First Cavalry California Vols., Comdg. Company G.

[Lieut. M. MULLINS,
Fifth U. #. Infantry, Post Adjutant.]

No. 4.

Reports of Capt. Francis McCabe, First New Mexico Cavalry.

CAMP NEAR DOG CANON, August 27, 18(&amp;gt;4.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that in obedience to verbal
orders received from ( apt. II. B. Bristol, commanding officer at Fort
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Stanton, ]S&quot;. Mex., I left Sunnier on the Gth instant, with forty-three
enlisted men of my company (L), First New Mexico Cavalry, and six

Xavajo Indians, as spies and guides, to pursue and chastise a war
party of Apaches who had lately committed various murders and rob

beries in the neighborhood of Chaperito. On reporting to Colonel Car

son, acting Indian .superintendent at Fort Sunnier, I was instructed by
him to march to Fort Stanton, and after obtaining provisions and other

supplies at that post to proceed to find the Indian trail, and follow it

to the village. The colonel likewise advised me to go to Tularosa, and
if possible to employ competent guides and a small company of citizens

at that place, and from there proceed to Dog Canon, where he supposed
the Indians would be found with their plunder. I started accordingly,
and on the llth instant I reached Fort Stanton, where I was advised
that the same body of Indians had attacked Mr. Parker s train near
Gallinas Spring and run off all his mules. 1 could find no guide here,
but on the morning of the 12th, as I was ready to start, Lieut. II. W.
Gilbert, First Cavalry Xew Mexico Volunteers, and eight men, who had
been sent to pursue the Indians, returned with the information that he ,

had followed their trail until he overtook them at a point on the Sierra

Osjcura, and that he judged their village was but a short distance from
that point. Lieutenant Gilbert stated that he returned for re-enforce

ments to attack the raucheria. I accordingly started that afternoon
with Lieutenant Gilbert and his party of eight men, attached to mine.
After marching all night I halted at a point thirty-six miles north of

the Sierra Blanca Mountains. At lli o clock on the l.Jth I left camp
and marched until sundown, when I halted at a rain-water hole about

eight miles east of the Mai Pais. Here I was informed by one of my
Navajo guides that he knew where the Apache village lay, and that by
marching all next day he could reach it. I accordingly marched at

daylight and crossed the Mai Pais, which being a belt of broken and

disrupted rocks with no known trail, the passage was exceedingly diffi

cult and many of my horses and mules were badly cut by the sharp
projecting rocks. I reached the Ojo del Llano, a spring in the desert

between the Sierra Blanca and Sierra Oscura ranges, at 2 p. m., and

having watered and unsaddled my animals I sent forward the Indian
to reconnoiter the Apache village, lie returned at dark, stating that

it was five or six leagues off. 1 then marched next day to the point
where Lieutenant Gilbert reported having seen the Apaches, and after

passing through many difficult canons 1 reached it at 3 p. m. The In

dian guide pronounced the trail to be eight or ten days old. I started

same evening and followed it until dark, when 1 was obliged to halt for

the night. At daylight the next morning my JSTavajo guide informed
me that the trail passed over a spur of the Oscura Mountains, to the

village. \Ve marched to this place and reached it at noon, but found
that it had not been occupied by Indians recently. I returned same

day and encamped at a hole of water in the rocks, and at daylight next

morning resumed the search for the trail, which was found running in

a. westerly direction along the base of the Sierra Oscura. I marched
all that day and all night, passing a deep canon in the mountain

twenty miles long which opens on the Jornada del Muerte. The night
march was conducted in a severe thunder-storm which lasted several

hours.

Having halted at daylight, I rested until 12 in. and marched again
on the trail, which took a direction south, entering the mountain again.
At p. in. I halted in a line valley where grass was abundant but no
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water for the animals, and next day resumed the march at daylight,
and at 12 in. found a little water in holes for the men, but not enough
for the animals. At 5 p. m. found water and good grass at the Ojo
Alamo, iu a deep canon in the mountains. Here 1 was joined by
Sanchez, the post guide of Fort Stanton, who informed me that he
had mistaken my trail for Major Chacon s, who was one day s march
in rear. I started next morning, taking the guides with me, whom I

sent about 500 yards ahead with five men to trail. By this time my
Navajo guides stated that the mountains were unknown to them, but
that they believed the Indians were Coyotero Apaches. I found water
this day twice on the trail before 12 o clock, and after a severe inarch
of forty-live miles I encamped without water within ten miles of a

point where the trail entered the desert in the San Andres Mountains.

My guide was totally ignorant of the country, and a few of my men
proved better trailers than the guide. On the morning of the 22d I

started for the point where the canon opened on the desert, sending the

guide and trailers in advance in search of water. Xo water was found
until we reached the salt lake, called Salina, toward which my guide led

me, assuring me the water was potable. On arriving there I found to

my mortification that it was salt, and had to saddle up and macch
toward San Nicolas Mountain. I found a hole of water near that point,
and found the mule and sheep trail running across the desert toward

Dog Canon. After a short rest I marched across the desert and next

morning arrived at the Water-Tanks, having marched sixty miles in

twenty-four hours. Half my command and horses were still on the
desert when I reached the tanks, and I immediately sent back water to

their relief, and at noon marched to a stream called Rio Alamo. I

found here that most of my horses were broken down (three were aban
doned by my order) and several of my men sick. I rested that day
and sent the guide to the Dog Canon to look for the trail. He returned
next morning and informed me that the trail led into the canon,
and that the Indians were there. I immediately formed my men,
mounted and dismounted, and marched to the canon, determined to

enter it and attack the Indians. I found on entering the mouth that
the Indians had entered it to water their animals, and that they left it

and started for Sacramento .River four days before. I detailed Lieu
tenant Gilbert with twenty men to follow the trail, instructing him to

use caution and diligence in the pursuit, and marched my broken-
down men and horses to a camp near Tularosa to recruit. On reaching
Tularosa I called for guides and a party to take a new direction to the

lagunas, where I supposed the Indian .village to be located. Mr. Par
ker reached me yesterday, informing me that Major Chacon had arrived,
and I started again with sixteen of my men and fourteen citizens behind
to follow the Indians. On my way to this place 1 met a messenger, in

forming me that Lieutenant Gilbert had a fight with the Apaches yester

day near Kio Milagro, and that the lieutenant was killed at the first

discharge. All the horses were killed and wounded by the Apaches,
and the guide and 1 man mortally and 3 privates of my company
severely wounded. Corporal Gallegos, of Company L. behaved very
well and brought off the wounded. The fourteen Apaches whom we
were pursuing had been joined by a large number of others, who I am
informed by the Navajo guide are Coyoteros. I have sent out water
and wagons to relieve and bring in my wounded, and I will march in

half an hour with the remainder of my men and about twenty citizens

to attack the Apaches. Major Chacon and Lieutenant Cook will march
to-night also.
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Although repulsed, the men of Lieutenant Gilbert s party behaved
nobly, and he fell gallantly himself at the head of his men. I deeply
regret his fall and will avenge it if possible. The Indians are said to

be about seventy in number. It is closing dark, and I cannot be more
explicit for want of time.

Ivespectfully. your obedient servant.
F. McCABE,

Captain, Pint Xew Mexico Cavalry, Comdg. Detachment.

Capt. B. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, dec.

FORT SUMNER, X. MEX., Xorember !, 186-1.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen
eral commanding, a report of my operations in the field since August &amp;lt;J,

1864. at which date 1 was detailed to pursue a baud of Apache Indians
that had murdered several Mexicans in the vicinity of Chaperito, and
driven off several thousand sheep and a few horses and burros, and had
a day or two afterward defeated a small party of Navajoes near Alamo
Gordo, who, under their brave chief, Delgadito, made a gallant but unsuc
cessful attempt to recover the plundered stock. My instructions from
Col. C. Carson, First Cavalry New Mexico Volunteers, acting superin
tendent of Indians at the Xavajo Reservation, were to proceed to Fort

Stauton, X. Mex., and obtain all necessary supplies, and thence to Tula-
rosa to hire a competent guide and a few citizens as spies, &c., and from
thence to Dog Canon, at which place I would most likely find the Apa
ches. I left this post on the (&amp;gt;th of August, and reached Fort JStanton

on the llth, about noon. The remainder of the day was spent in shoe

ing the horses and mules of my command. At Fort Stanton I learned
that the band of Apaches I was in pursuit of had encountered a train

belonging to Charles Parker, near GalUnas Mountain, and after a briet

fight, in which the wagon-master and one of his hands were wounded,
they succeeded in driving off more than fifty of his mules, and that
Lieut. H. W. Gilbert, First Cavalry New Mexico Volunteers, had been
sent with a small party in pursuit of them.
On the morning of the 12th, as I was ready to start to Tularosa,

Lieutenant Gilbert arrived with information that he had suddenly over
taken the Indians at a point in the Oscura Mountains, and that the

Apache rancheria was near that point, but that his party was not

large enough to attack them: he had returned for re-enforcements. As
I had the fullest confidence in Colonel Carson s judgment and knowl

edge of Indian habits I was anxious to carry out his instructions; but
as the lieutenant s information was positive I felt that my proper course
under the circumstances was to proceed with him at once to where he
had seen the Apaches. Before leaving the post I hired a guide named
Flores to accompany me, but by the time I was ready to start he was
drunk and refused to go. I confined him in the guard-house and started

without a guide. Had this man remained sober and faithful to his

engagement I have no doubt, from his knowledge of the Apache habits

and of the mountains, but I would have overtaken the band before they
could reach their hiding places in the Sacramento Mountains; but

although he acted in a manner grossly culpable and deserved severe

punishment he was released by the commanding officer in a few days
afterward and employed by him to follow my trail too late to be of any
service.
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On leaving Fort Stanton my entire command, including Lieutenant
Gilbert s party, numbered fifty-four men mounted. 1 had also six

Nava jo warriors on foot to be used as spies, trailers, &r. I set out
that afternoon and marched all night, and encamped at sunrise
next morning at a small stream north of the Sierra Blanca. Having
rested at this camp until 1 p. m. 1 resumed the march, and fol

lowing an old Indian path, 1 arrived at a small water-hole at sunset
within a few miles of that belt of volcanic rocks, known as the Mai
Pais. As the passage of these rocks is impracticable at night 1 rested
until daylight, and next morning marched toward and across it, my
animals being much injured by the sharp and rugged rocks while

passing, and I reached the Ojo del Llano (spring of the hill), a line

spring in the center of a dry and barren desert. From this point I

marched at daylight next day in a northerly direction to the point
where Lieutenant Gilbert saw the Apaches. 1 reached the canon at
12 m., and found on examination that a large number of sheep and
several mules had been grazing there some six or eight days before,

although a heavy rain had partially obliterated the tracks. I marched
same evening to a canon still farther north, and crossing the mountain
ridge next day I visited an old Apache rancheria, which had not been
inhabited for several months. I returned same day to the east side of
the mountain and found the trail made by the Apaches running in a
southwest direction along the base of the Sierra Oscura. I pursued
said trail until sunset, and found that it entered a large canon about

twenty miles in extent, which opened on the Jornada del Muerte. I

marched through this canon same night without a halt in a very severe ,

storm of rain, which injured men and animals, and 1 encamped at day
light in an opening of the canon near the Jornada, where grass and
rainwater were abundant. Here I sent a party of good trailers ahead
to ascertain the direction of the trail, who returned at 11 a. m. and
informed me that after entering the plain it soon diverged to the left

and entered another opening in the mountain. I packed up at 12 m.
and followed it over hill and valley until sunset, when 1 encamped at

a point where grass was abundant, but no water. A very severe rain
storm set in, which lasted until midnight, and rendered trailing still

more difficult, but I marched, notwithstanding, forty-five miles before

sunset, passing three places where the Apaches had rested and built

fires. At the last resting-place a ramrod and three butcher knives
were found. I encamped at sundown at the Alamo Spring, about fifty
miles from Fort McRae, as I was informed by Sanchez, a Mexican
guide from Fort Stantou, who had overtaken the command at this

camp. Sanchez had been sent forward by Major Chacon (who was
following up my trail) as a spy, and mistaking my trail for that of the

major s command, he had traveled on without rest until he overtook
me. I attached him to my command, and next morning set out on the
trail, which took a direction west, crossing a very rough and rocky
country in the center of the Sierra Andres.

During this day s march no water could be found, and at sunset I

reached a cafion about ten miles from the sandy desert lying between
the Sierra Andres and Sacramento Mountains. Owing to the im
perfect knowledge of my guide I had much trouble in following the
trail this day, and 1 was obliged to encamp without Avater at dark, al

though men and animals greatly needed it. The next morning I started
at daylight, sending Hankers right and left to find water, and 1 followed
the canon to its mouth, but no water could be found. The guide Sanchez
conducted me to the Salinas under the impression that the water was
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good, but on my arrival I found it as salty as the water of the Atlantic.
He then informed me that water could be found at a spring in San
Nicolas Mountain, eighteen miles west, and I started to march to that

spring, but in an hour afterward one of my men (Jesus Chavez) who
had been following the trail, hailed me and informed me that he had
discovered a hole of rainwater, to which I marched at once and halted,
turning the animals loose to water and graze. Owing to the long march
without water, my men and animals needed at least twenty-four hours
rest, but I determined to push on to San Nicolas Spring, hoping to find
the Apaches near that neighborhood. I left camp at 5 p. m., and travel

ing west a few miles I came to where the Indians had driven the mules,
sheep, &c., across the Las Cruces road and into the desert toward Sac
ramento Mountains. I pushed on without a moment s delay into the
desert until darkness concealed the trail, and still traveling all night
and crossing the long belt of white sand which runs longitudinally
through the desert I arrived at daylight next morning at White Water
Tanks, near the Franklin road, with a little more than half of my com
mand. I found on my arrival that the water in the tanks was not suf
ficient for my entire command, animals included, but I had a small

party detailed at once to march back with water to the relief of their
comrades whose horses had given out on the desert. In this manner I

collected all my command before 10 a. m., except a corporal and three
men who had deserted during the night. The crime of these men is, if

possible, aggravated by the fact that their comrades were endeavoring
to overtake and engage the Apaches at the time of their desertion. On
ascertaining that they had deserted I sent my acting first sergeant
alone to Las Cruces with a note to the commanding officer, who had
three of them arrested on the third day afterward. 1 left this water at
12 m.. same day, and reached Alamo River at (&amp;gt; p. m., where I encamped
and rested until noon next day, at which time 1 moved forward to Dog
Canon, leaving a corporal and some sick men and horses behind with
instructions to go to a grazing camp near Tularosa, N. Mex., and await

my return. The unusual severity of the march for the last forty-eight
hours, added to the toil the men had experienced for several days be
fore, had its effect on several, and many were absolutely barefooted,
having worn out their shoes while climbing the rocky passes of the
Sierra Oscura. I reached Dog Canon at 10 o clock next day and deter
mined to enter it, but on reaching the mouth I found that the Apaches
had merely watered their stolen flocks and mule herd in the stream
and had again taken a direction toward Sacramento River. On exam
ining a temporary camp, where the Mexican guide thought they had
slept four nights before, I found thirteen beds, and judged that the

party numbered fourteen, as one must have been watching the stock.
This number corresponded exactly with that of the party which had
driven off the sheep from the neighborhood of Chaperito and had sub

sequently taken Parker s mules. Most of my animals being in no con
dition to pursue the trail farther, and as the Mexican guide judged
that the Apaches were retreating toward Guadalupe Mountains, I had
little hopes of overtaking them, but I determined to do all that I could
under the circumstances before giving up the pursuit. I accordingly
selected twenty of the best horses, including that of the guide and
Lieutenant Gilbert, whom I sent forward with instructions to follow
the trail for four days farther and rejoin me either in the mountains or
at Tularosa. With the remainder of my command I marched to Tula

rosa, and having obtained a supply of horseshoes and nails I had my
horses shod on the day of my arrival, and procured several pairs of
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slices for my men, who were barefooted. Mr. Parker arrived at Tula
rosa same day and informed me that Major Chacon and Lieutenant
Cook had reached Rio Alamo.
Lieutenant Cook did not accompany Mr. Parker to Tularosa, as I

have since seen stated in Major Chacon s journal, published in a Santa
Fe paper. I left Tularosa with Mr. C. Parker and Mr. Gregory and a

number of citizens, intending to take a trail leading
1 to the Sacramento

River through the Alamo Canon, hoping to surprise the Apaches in that

direction, but on the road within a few miles of Major Chacon s camp I

was met by a messenger, who brought me a note from Lieutenant Cook
informing me that Lieutenant Gilbert s party had been surprised by
Apaches on Sacramento Mountains, and that the lieutenant was killed

and his party repulsed and driven back. On receiving this informa
tion I galloped to Major Chacon s camp, and proposed to make a night
march up the Alamo Canon toward the scene of the tight, in hopes to

overtake the Apaches before they would retreat farther into the moun
tains. This proposition was not favorably received by the major, who
directed that the commands should move together next morning in the

same direction. We started on the next morning at 9 o clock and
entered Canon Alamo, up which we proceeded for about eight miles,
and thence ascended a very steep mountain for several miles, halting
about . i p. m. at a small stream on the southern side of it. We left this

camp at sunset same day, and inarching until 1- o clock at night
encamped amongst a forest of pines and oak. witiiout tires. At day
break we moved forward and halted for breakfast after a march of ten
or twelve miles, and after two hours delay again set forward, reaching
Almagre Spring, at the foot of Sacramento Mountains (the scene of the
recent action), at 5 p. in. Here we halted and encamped. I advised
Lieutenant Cook to furnish a detail for a funeral escort, the remainder

coming from my command, and we marched to the top of the mountain,
where Lieutenant Gilbert s remains were found, neither scalped nor
mutilated. A grave was dug and his body was interred with appro
priate military honors. I erected a small slab of soft stone, on which
his initials were cut, at the head of his grave. It faces the trail subse

quently made by my party in the advance to Rio Sacramento. From
all I can learn respecting the action in which Lieutenant Gilbert fell,

his death was instantaneous. lie had dismounted his cavalry to lead
their horses up the long and steep slope of the mountain, and when
nearly arrived at the top lie fell, pierced by the bullet of an Indian in

ambush. His men received a volley of arrows and musketry simul

taneously, and were obliged to fall back 100 yards to the shelter of a
small grove of cedars. In doing so they had to abandon all their horses
but two, and could not recover them afterward. I am glad to be able
to report that the wounded

(.&quot;&amp;gt;

in number) were brought off the ground.
Corporal Ortega (then private. Company L) killed the leader of the,

Apaches, and Private Sandoval, same company, although mortally
wounded, tired several times, and kept his horse in his grasp, the
mouutain side being too steep to operate mounted. This action took

place on the 20th of August, and the party reached the camp on Rio
Alamo August 27, 18(54, very much fatigued and exhausted. The guide
Sanchez and Private Sandoval died before the party reached the Alamo.
The Navajo warrior who accompanied the party fought gallantly, and
his bold and dauntless bearing in the tight was a theme of conversation
for some time afterward. His shirt was perforated with two bullets.

Having returned to camp, after the burial of Lieutenant Gilbert,

Major Chacon concluded that it was impracticable to pursue the
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Apaches any farther, and gave orders to march back to Fort Stanton.
He left camp next day before I did, and as some citizens on the hills

above commenced a discharge of fire-arms I sent a messenger to recall

him. He returned and joined me at the camp, and we proceeded to
Rio Sacramento, where we found a quantity of dried mutton and a

young colt that had been abandoned by the Apaches. We also found
four sheep alive and saw several (that had died from fatigue) in the
stream dead. At this place Major Chacon halted, and I sent forward

Captain Gregory (of the citizen party) with six men to push forward
and look for fresh signs. Before Mr. Gregory s return the major had
moved on a few miles, and having been told by his guide (Flores) that the

Apaches were at least four days march ahead, he ordered the command
to march back to Tularosa. At this time the men. and particularly the

animals, of the command were much fatigued, and had we proceeded
three days more over a country like that in the neighborhood of Alamo
Canon not an animal could have been brought back alive. We reached
Tularosa on the 31st of August, and on the 1st of October Major Cha
con and Lieutenant Cook set out for Fort Stanton. I remained behind,
hoping to recruit my animals and enter the mountains again, hoping to

surprise the Indians, whom I supposed to be less watchful since they
saw the command leave the mountains. [ left cam]) on the 3d of Octo
ber and made a three days scout up the Rio Sefiora de la Luz, but as

my horses and mules were mostly barefooted I had to return to camp.
I left Tularosa on the 8th of October and arrived at Fort Stanton on
the llth, where I remained until the l!)th, recruiting my command, rest

ing my animals, and awaiting orders. On the same day at noon Lieut.
F. Cook reported to me with thirty picked men for duty in the Sacra
mento Mountains. Asst. Surg. L. W. Hayes, Fifth Infantry California
Volunteers, was also assigned for duty with my command, and written
instructions were received from department headquarters directing
that every diligence should be used to find the Apaches, &c. 1 left

Fort Stanton on the 20th with Lieutenant Cook and my own company
and arrived at Tularosa on the 23d. Here I established a temporary
depot, and leaving Assistant Surgeon Hayes and a few sick behind I

marched up the Sefiora de la Luz to enter the Sacramento in that
direction. I reached the head of the Luz on the second day, and pro
ceeding southeast encamped at a valley opening on Rio Penasco on the
fourth day. At this place the grass was excellent. 1 started next day
and marched down the stream, passing where the water disappeared
in its bed, and encamped at a spring near Rio Felix at 11 p. in. Xo
fresh Indian sign was discovered during this days march. From this

place the command marched to Las Tuses, an old Apache encamp
ment, but on arriving there it was discovered that the waters of the

spring had dried up. Xo sign of Indians could be found in that neigh
borhood. I pushed forward in a southwest direction until sundown,
when 1 entered the plain east of Sacramento Mountains, following the
direction of Sacramento River. At sunset I reached a point where the

country was broken by deep fissures and ravines. Here I encamped,
and as no water could be found I ordered a sergeant and ten men for

ward in search of it and as spies. The party returned next morning
and reported that a trail some four or five weeks old had been seen

running in the direction of Guadalupe Mountains. My command was
now twenty-four hours without water, and I marched to a point on Rio
Penasco, which I reached at 2 p. in. same day; men and animals much
fatigued. I started next morning, and moving up the stream until 4

14 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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p. in. I reached a point near its source, where I encamped. I may here
remark that on halting- at the end of each day s march I invariably
sent out a party of dismounted cavalry with instructions to examine
the neighborhood in every direction. In this way I could have been
informed of the presence of lurking Indians, had any such been in the

vicinity of camp. I marched next morning (direction west), and at 2

p. m. reached a point overlooking the Franklin and Fort Stanton road,
and descended about ten miles to a cieuega near Canon Alamo.
The country traversed during the last ten days Avas well watered and

timbered, except that east of Sacramento Mountains and the region
between Canon Luz and Kio Penasco is a succession of hill and dale,
the former covered with magnificent timber, such as pine, oak, ash, &c.
A beautiful variety of aspen grew in every valley. The country is well

adapted to agriculture and grazing purposes, and produces timber more
than sufficient to supply the territory. Wild fruits, such as cherries,

plums, and raspberries, were abundant. A species of the red rose
bloomed on every hill, and wild flowers blossomed in every direction.
Elk and black-tailed deer are numerous in the mountains, and herds of

antelope were seen east of Sacramento. Wild turkeys were seen by
hundreds at every camp, and many were killed by the men when they
were permitted to shoot. In some instances panthers were seen, and
one specimen of the American lion was seen, but could not be killed.

On this scout I came to the conclusion that the Apaches had left this

region and moved to Guadalupe Mountains; but although I desired

very much to follow them, I was unable to do so (if I had not been
ordered back) from the fact that I received only ten days provisions
from Fort Stanton instead of a month s supply, which I required. I

reached Tularosa on the 3d of October and sent Lieutenant Cook to

Stanton for provisions. He returned on the llth with only ten days
provisions. I marched again into the Sacramento Mountains on the
12th of October, penetrating all the valleys between the head of Kio
Luz and Sacramento River, following old trails. The face of the

country is similar to that described on my last scout and game found
still more numerous. Water is abundant in every valley, the numer
ous springs forming in places considerable streams. A very severe

snow-storm, commencing on the 18th, and drifting furiously on the
19th of October, covered all the trails and compelled me to descend to

a plateau several hundred feet lower, about fourteen miles below,
where the weather was clear and warm. I started next day, and con

tinuing to descend I reached camp at Tularosa October 21, 1864. On
reaching camp I received for the first [time] the orders of the depart
ment commander directing me to return to my proper post.
The Apaches whom I pursued so long were the same party that had

driven off the sheep from Chaperito and Mr. Parker s mules from Gal-
linas Spring. They would have been overtaken and punished before

reaching the mountains had I been fortunate enough to have a good
guide. The Navajoes who were with me made excellent trailers, but
were unacquainted with the country west of Sierra Oscura. The
Apaches are now hidden in Guadalupe Mountains, or in Las Limpias,
where they will doubtless remain until necessity compels them to make
another raid. A mounted company stationed at Tularosa could be of
service in cutting off these savages in that event, as they must pass
through one of the gaps or canons of the Sacramento Eauge opening
on the desert, and could be overtaken and punished by cavalry mounted
on fresh horses

;
whereas cavalry weary with a pursuit of many days,

would not be able to hope for much success.
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The enlisted men of my command cannot be too highly praised for

the patient endurance with which they sustained the privations, toil,

and hardships of a campaign of eighty-eight days, in which time they
have marched 1.300 miles across barren deserts and over steep and
rocky mountains, many of them on foot and nearly barefooted and
bleeding from contact with the flinty rocks and the cactus and thorns.

I am under obligations to First Lieut. Franklin Cook, Fifth U. S.

Infantry, and Asst. Surg. L. W. Hayes, for their zealous co-operation
during a portion of the campaign.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS McCABE,

Captain, First Cavalry New Mexico Volunteers.

Capt. ROBERT LUSBY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

AUGUST 4-15, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Brazos Santiago, Tex.,
with skirmish (9th) at Point Isabel.

Report of Col. Henri/ 3r. Day, Ninety-Jirst Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Brazos Santiago, Tex., August 15, 186-1.

MAJOR: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of affairs

at this post from August 4, the date of my last report, up to the pres
ent time:

Nothing worthy of note occurred until the 9th of August save occa
sional skirmishing between our cavalry pickets and those of the enemy.
On the 9th a fatigue party, consisting of seventy-live men of the

Eighty-first Corps d Afrique Engineers, was sent over to Point Isabel,
distant about five miles, for the purpose of procuring lumber. At
about 12 p. m. they were attacked by a force of about 150 cavalry.
The fatigue party had been sent armed as a precaution in case of an
attack, and some sharp skirmishing ensued, in which 2 of the enemy
were killed and several wounded, without any loss to our side. Cap
tain Jordan, Ninety-first Illinois, who was in command, seeing that he
was outnumbered and fearing for the safety of the steamer Hale, which
had transported the fatigue party to the Point and was lying at the

wharf, withdrew his men to the boat and returned to Brazos. The
above facts having been reported, also that there were several small
boats at the point which, though in poor condition, could be fitted up
and would fall into the hands of the enemy, a detachment of the

Ninety-first Illinois and Nineteenth Iowa was sent over for the purpose
of. routing the rebels and destroying the boats. The detachment was
under command of Capt. William W. Shepherd, Ninety-first Illinois,

and landed without difficulty, the enemy firing a number of shots at

so long a distance as to be of no effect. Upon the advance of Captain
Shepherd the enemy fled, and as there were no means of pursuit the
boats were destroyed and detachment returned.

I have received information from Mr. Pierce, consul at Matamoras,
to the following effect: The entire force of the enemy, consisting of

about 900 cavalry, have left Brownsville, with the exception of about

eighty men who are guarding the place. They are under the imme
diate command of Ford and are scattered in small camps over the

country between this place and Brownsville. They have no artillery
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and their horses are in poor condition. They are busy laying a plot
by which, to capture some of the colored troops at this post in order to
be revenged for the loss inflicted upon them at Point Isabel. I cannot
see how any such plot can be successful, as the colored troops are no
more or hardly as much exposed as the white. There is a force of the
enemy which has not yet been in Brownsville

;
it consists of about 400

cavalry and is stationed above Laredo on the river. This, together
with the force under Ford, mentioned above, comprises the entire force
of the enemy, as near as I can learn, in this part of the country. Mr.
Pierce is of the opinion that Ford rather fears than designs an attack,
as his men have a wholesome fear of artillery. I take pleasure in

reporting to you that there is a marked improvement in the discipline
and general conduct of the First Texas Cavalry, concerning which I

advised you in my last report. Xo more desertions have occurred
since then, and I am in hopes that all the disorderly and unreliable
men of the command were those who have left.

The health of the troops under my command is fair, although the
want of fresh vegetables is felt in no small degree. Two-thirds of .the

men in hospital are afflicted with the scurvy.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. M. DAY,
Colonel, Commanding U. 8. Forces, Brazos Santiago, Tex.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the Gulf.

AUGUST 4-SEPTEMBEB, 15, 1864. Scout from Fort Union, N. Mex.

Report of Capt. Nicholas 8. Davis, First California Infantry.

SANTA FE, X. MEX., October 30, 1861.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I

left Fort Union August 4, 1804. On the 7th of that month at the breaks
of Red River I met three Mexicans, who reported that on the 1st of

August, while in camp at Lower Cirnarron Springs, a party of Indians

(Kiowas and Comanches), about seventy in number, came to the camp
apparently friendly. They, after being in camp a short time, made a sud
den attack, killing all the Americans with the train, live in number.

They gave the Mexicans one yoke of oxen and wagon, telling them to

go back to New Mexico, as they did not wish to kill them; but that

they would kill every white man that came on the road. On the 10th of

the same month near Lone Mountain met the trains of Messrs. Zuna and

Armizo, who reported that on the Oth, while camped at the Arroyo de
los Plumas (or hole in the rock), six miles west of upper crossing of

Cimarron, a party of about thirty Indians run off 135 mules from tlien

trains, none of which were recovered. At the same time a large party
were seen on a ridge to the north who had a large amount of stock, Avliich

they were driving to the south. On arriving at the Lower Springs on the

18th found the remains of the nve murdered men, scattered over the

prairie. Had them gathered up and buried. On the 23d arrived at west
end of Dry Route, and found in camp some seven trains, eighty-four

wagons in all; also a company of the First Colorado Cavalry, Captain

Hardy in command, who had arrived from Fort Larned about two hours

before me. The wagon-masters reported that they arrived in camp at

that place at 1 o clock August 21. About one hour after sixty or seventy
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us (Kiowas and Comanches) attacked the trains, driving on 240

&amp;gt;f oxen and killing- a wagon-master byname of Blanchard. Their
Indian:&amp;gt;

head of

cattle were driven to the south toward the Canadian and its tributaries.

Received information here that about ten days before the Indians had
attacked a train belonging to George Bryant while camped near upper
crossing, driving off nearly all the mules: also that nearly all the

public animals from Fort Larned had been driven off. Saw at Walnut
Creek the point where a train had been attacked in July, 10 men killed,

&quot;2 boys scalped alive, and they still survive. This occurred in full view
of and about one mile distant from a military post, where a company of

troops were stationed. I saw at Cow Creek where a train was attacked

and 2 men killed. All
L
,hese -depredations, were reported to me by men

who were present as being committed by Kiowas and Comanches com
bined. On the night of September 15, while in camp on Arkansas River,
an Indian boy about fifteen years of age came in and reported that he
was a Ute, who had been taken prisoner by the Comanches and from
whom he ha*l escaped. Three nights before all the toe nails on his left

foot had been torn off and a hole burned through his foot. This was

evidently done for the purpose of preventing his escape. This boy was

brought to Fort Union and returned to his tribe through Colonel (. arson.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICHOLAS S. DAVIS,

Captain, First Infantry California Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. JAMES H. CAKLETON,
Commanding Department of New Mexico.

AUGUST 5, 1864. Skirmish near Remount Camp, Ark.

Report of Maj. Lyman (r. WiUco.c, Third Michujan Cavalry.

REMOUNT CAMP, ARK., August .-7,
1864.

CAPTAIN: I have to report that at about 5 o clock this evening Cap
tain Adamson, of my command, who was in charge of the herd guard
of eighty men on duty on the prairie, was attacked by a band of five

guerrillas dressed in Federal uniform. The captain, a corporal, and
one private had ridden to the house of a Mr. Spinks and asked for a

glass of water, when they were attacked by the guerrillas, who seemed
to have been following them. Captain Adamson was severely wounded,
the corporal was wounded in the arm, and the private soldier taken

prisoner. The guerrillas immediately left in great haste, taking with
them the horses and arms of Captain Adamsoirs party.

Your obedient servant,
L. G. WILL-CO X.

Major, Commanding Detachment Third Michigan Caralry.

[Capt. C. 11. DYER.]

AUGUST 5, 1864. Affair at Doyal s Plantation, La.

No. 1. Brijj;. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Defenses of New
Orleans.

No. 2. Brio-. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, I . S. Army, commanding District of LaFourche.

No. 3. Col. Cyrus Hamlin, Eightieth I . S. Colored Troops.
No. 4. Maj. S. Pierre Remington, Eleventh Xo\v York Cavalry.
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No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, U. 8. Army, commanding
Defenses of New Orleans.

HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
Fete Orleans, August 15, 1864.

SIR: I ordered some time .ago through Colonel Hamlin, commanding
District of Bonnet Carre, a detailed report of the affair at Doyal s plan
tation, wherein four companies of the Eleventh New York Cavalry were
surrounded by a detachment of the enemy and summoned to surrender.
All the information I have of the affair is a short telegram stating that

Major Remington in cutting his way through the rebels lost some eighty
men and his camp equipage, &c. 1 have been unofficially informed
that the Eleventh New York Cavalry has been recently transferred to

another command. I therefore inform you as above, hoping that this

detailed report will be demanded for the interest of the sea-vice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. W. SHERMAN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Major DRAKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the Gulf.

No. 2.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of La Fowrche.

Tnii^ODEAUX, August 5, 1SG4.

I have just received the following from Donaldsouville. I do not
like to send troops over the Mississippi River without your directions:

Major Remington, of Eleventh New York Cavalry, with three squads of his com
mand, were surrounded by the enemy at Doyal s plantation, six miles above here 011

the opposite side of the river, this morning. Colonel Scott, commanding the rebel

forces, under Hag of truce, demanded an unconditional surrender, giving nve minutes
to decide. Major Remington refused and cut his way through the enemy. He is

now with his force directly opposite this point. I have the First Louisiana Infantry
in readiness to send across if required. Have six guns in the fort I bring to bear
across the river. Major Remington has a force of from 600 to 700 men. I know
nothing of the enemy s force. The officer who came in with nag of truce stated that

they had two brigades of cavalry and a battery. They have artillery, as they used
it when our forces cut their way through. Major Remington is now making a

thorough reconnaissance. Will telegraph as soon as they return.
W. O. FISKE,

Colonel, Coinmandhiff.

R. A. CAMERON,
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

Capt. O. MATTHEWS,
Assistan t A djutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

Captain MATTHEWS:
The general says you can authori/.e General Cameron to send the

First Louisiana across there if he thinks the case requires it.

NEWJIALL.
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THIBODEAUX, August 6, 1864 6 p. m.

(Received New Orleans 7 p. m.;

I have just received the following from Colonel Fiske, at Donaldson-

ville:

Major Shaw, at Plaquemine, reports that his pickets were attacked this morning
about 5 o clock by a force of mounted infantry, supposed to be about 100 strong.

The enemy s loss was 5 killed and wounded. Our loss 2 killed and 3 prisoners. The

enemy retreated toward Indian Village. All quiet on the other side of the river.

Colonel Scott immediately retired across the Auiite after his attack yesterday morn

ing. His object was to capture our force at Doyal s plantation; he had a brigade of

cavalry and a battery ; the pieces he used were 12-pounders. Major Remington s

loss was 80 captured, with horses and equipments. They were mostly sick who were

captured. All quiet at this post.

I am. truly, yours,
E. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier- General, Commanding District.

Capt. O. MATTHEWS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 3.

Reports of Col. Cyrus Hamlin, Eightieth U. 8. Colored Troops.

BONNET CARRE, August 5, 1864 9.30 p. m.

SIR: I have to report that I received a dispatch from Major Reming
ton, Eleventh New York Cavalry, that he was attacked this morning
by Colonel Scott, with his brigade of cavalry and one battery, and un
conditional surrender demanded. He cut his way through Colonel

Scott s cavalry, which was thrown out in a corn-Held, completely en

circling him.
&quot;

Loss small, except camp and garrison equipage, and
sick men prisoners. Major Remington had his horse shot under him,
and Captain Norris was shot through the shoulder. I am awaiting for

a more complete report from Major Remington.
Respectfully,

CYRUS HAMLIN,
Colonel, Commanding.

Maj. G. B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

BONNET CARRE, August 6, 1864.

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front. After attacking
us yesterday Scott fell back on the road leading to Bayou Manchac.
The Eleventh New York pursued them to Hampton s Ferry, where

they crossed the Amite. The loss is about 80 men taken prisoners, who
were not able to mount, being sick. Captain Norris and several men
wounded. Scott s force was not over GOO men, with four pieces of artil

lery. I gave orders yesterday morning to Major Remington to send
out a scout and to be vigilant, and patrols in roads in rear of the plan
tations. Communication with Baton Rouge was established soon after

I reported to you yesterday.
CYRUS HAMLIN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Major DRAKE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Report of Mctj. S. Pierre Remington, Eleventh New York Caralry.

HDQRS. ELEVENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY (SCOTT S 900),

DoyaVs Plantation, La., August ,
1804.

LIEUTENANT: I have for the first time since the affair of the 5th in

stant the leisure to enable me to forward you a full report :

Col. John S. Scott, commanding rebel forces at Clinton, appeared in

the back road of the plantation on which I am located about daylight
on the morning of the 5th. Not supposing that he had to exceed 500
or 600 men, I immediately ordered my men to mount and prepared to

attack him. I had 206 men for duty. While organizing the two squad
rons, Colonel Scott marched his men through the corn-tield and woods
and completely surrounded my camp, and opened with two pieces of

artillery not before discovered, and at once sent ill a flag of truce with
a note of which the following is a copy:

COMMANDING OFFICER FORCES ON DOYAI/S PLANTATION:
To avoid a useless effusion of blood, I hereby demand an unconditional surrender

of the stockade and the forces under your command. I have a brigade of cavalry
and a battery of artillery at my immediate disposal. Your refusal or compliance
with this demand must be made within live minutes after reception.

Respectfully,
.1. S. SCOTT,

Colonel, Commanding.

I of course replied that the command would not be surrendered; but
in order to save the effective part of it, immediate action was neces

sary, for they had four pieces of artillery (three 12-pounders and one 20-

pounder) in position. I informed the men that we must cut through their

line and charged down the levee road toward the telegraph station.

They opened from three guns with shot and shell, but as they had no
time to get range their shot were not effective. They had evidently
supposed we would attempt to defend the stockade, and their cavalry,
which might have charged our flank, stood like posts, and the force in

our immediate front fell back in confusion, keeping up an ineffective

but heavy fire from carbines and shotguns. Our charge was impetuous
and spirited, and while we had but 1 officer (Captain Norris) and 2

privates wounded the enemy took off two loads of wounded and buried
four men between this and the Ainite. They carried off all our sick

men but one, and a larger number than I had at first supposed of well

men. The horses and equipments of these men were also lost and three

of the teams. I got together as soon as possible about 100 more men,
and with gun-boat No. 27 came back so soon that they had no time to

remove any considerable quantity of stores or camp equipage, nor notli-

in gyet discovered of consequence amongst regimental papers. Lieu
tenant Burgess, in charge of the advance of my men in pursuit, came
up with them and wounded 4 of their rear guard, but they crossed suc

cessfully the Ainite as they came. Nothing was taken from any plan
tation except this and Mr. Minor s, adjoining. From this about thirty
mules were taken, and from Mr. Minor s eight horses. Colonel Scott

in this affair crossed the Ainite and marched directly for this camp,
expecting to capture the detachment under my command, and evi

dently for no other object, and failing, went directly back. He had
not less than 1,500 men with him and reserves posted at the Dutch
Store and Civic s Ferry. Two-thirds of the well men taken were either

slow fellows and always in the wrong place, or nieii who shirked the
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charge, which it was supposed would be quite desperate. I annex
list of prisoners and wounded and sketch* of the situation (made by
Lieutenant Nicholetts) at the time we cut our way out.

In justice to him 1 take pleasure in stating- that the conduct of Capt.
John Norris was deserving of all commendation, as was also that of
the officers and men who went through with me.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. REMINGTON,

Major, Comm an ding.
Lieut. C. C. HODSDON,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Bonnet Carre.

List of prisoners and missiny.

Capt. W. F. Raymond, Company A; First Lieut._J. R. AYood, Com-
:nan; non-com-
Total enlisted,

panyL; Sergt. Maj. F. C. Davis; Hospital Steward Freeman; non-com
missioned officers and privates sick, 53; not sick, 37. Tota
92. Total of horses taken, 130.

About fifty of the horses taken were excellent animals. Twenty-five
or thirty of them were sick and glandered horses, and the balance

ponies, inaiiy of which had previously been taken from DoyaPs men.

[Indorsement.]

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
New Orleans, September 3, 186-L

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army.
So much of the report as relates to a surprise is not commended, but

the regiment has subsequently acquitted itself with credit.

ED. R. S. CANBY,
Major- General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY,
DoyaPs Plantation, August 26, 1S64.

CAPTAIN: In reference to the order requiring me to report the facts

concerning my action at DoyaPs plantation and the reasons of my being
surrounded by the enemy without my knowledge, I have the honor to

state :

The affair alluded to occurred on the morning of the 5th instant. On
the 8th I forwarded full reports to the office of the chief of cavalry,
Department of the Gulf, and a copy to Colonel Hamlin, then command
ing the district, which reports were, lam informed, satisfactory to those
officers. My camp has always been kept thoroughly picketed, and the

approach of a body of cavalry was announced to me by my picket on
the new river road in time to allow my men to saddle up and mount.
This was done with the exception of the men unlit for duty by reason
of sickness. The country back of my camp is thickly wooded, and the
immediate surroundings are immense corn-fields. I could not discover
that the enemy had artillery nor their exact strength, and intended to

attack them in such a manner as to cover and protect my camp. By
moving his men through the woods and corn-fields, Colonel Scott

got his men into position, having a regiment on each of the three
sides of my camp and his battery in position, about the same time
that I got my men in line. His men were formed at a distance of from
one-half to three-quarters of a mile from me, when i discovered that he

* Omitted us unimportant.
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had artillery and that his force so greatly outnumbered mine. 1 imme
diately charged on the line commanded by Colonel Gober and went
through. This was done without any hesitation on my part and was
evidently not anticipated by the enemy, who opened a heavy but
ineffective tire, their artillery alone throwing about thirty shells. They
at once threw a column down a plantation road running parallel
with and about eighty rods from the one on which I moved, which
made it impossible for me to turn back after the charge, and left

me no other resource except to get the regiment together, as soon
as possible and attack them. However, having failed substantially
in his object, Colonel Scott started at once for the Amite, crossing
Bayou Manchac, near Hampton s Ferry, and the Amite at Galves-
ton Ferry. I had on the morning of the 5th 206 men for duty.
Aside from my sick men those lost as prisoners were principally com
missary and quartermaster sergeants, buglers, saddlers, daily duty men,
headquarters clerks, blacksmiths, &c., men who are not accustomed to

at once saddle up and mount when anything is reported by the pickets
requiring the command to turn out. My camp is located about sixteen
-to eighteen miles from Galvestoii Ferry and has good open roads lead

ing to it and to other points on the Amite. My force does not admit
of my keeping patrols constantly on these roads, and the fact of Colonel
Scott crossing and getting near my camp without my knowledge does
not seem to me a very remarkable circumstance. He has attempted it

twice before, but on each occasion I have had information from my
patrols and scouting parties and taken means to prevent it. This time
he crossed during the night and succeeded in getting here.

Respectfully,
S. P. REMINGTON,

Major , Commanding Regiment.
Capt. WILLIAM H. CLAPP,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Baton Rouge.

AUGUST 6, 1864. Skirmish at Plaquemine, La.

Reports of Brig. Gen. William P~ Benton, U. 8. Army, commanding
District of Baton Rouge.*

BATON ROUGE, August 6 , 1864.

There is a lady at the picket-lines, the wife of a rebel captain,
with whom she is not on very good terms. She reports that Scott
is moving on this place with from 8,000 to 4,000 men; that he
crossed the Comite River day before yesterday in two columns. I

know her personally; her intelligence and means of information are
undoubted. The only question in my mind is as to her loyalty and
truthfulness. Shall I send her down to youi I will detain her at the

pickets till your answer arrives. They have shown themselves on two
roads in that direction this morning and iired on the cavalry vedettes
on the Clay Cut road. The officer of the day, Maj. Penn Gaskell, with
six men of the guards, drove them back, and a squadron of cavalry fol

lowed them seven miles, capturing one horse. I have no suggestions to

make. I give the facts as I got them, for what they are worth. I

however believe that Scott had intended to attack Highland stockade,
and when he learned that I had withdrawn the garrison that he then
moved on the stockade at Doyal s plantation. This latter place he

* Sec jilso Cameron to Matthews, fi p. in., p. 215.
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attacked yesterday morning, the particulars of which I suppose you
are aware of. I sent the garrison and two pieces of artillery back this

morning to reoccupy the stockade.
W. P. BENTOX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. OLIVER MATTHEWS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

BATON ROUGE, August 6, 1864.

The commanding officer at Plaqnemine reports that his pickets were
attacked this morning by about 100 mounted infantry. They drove in

the pickets at first, and about fifty ot them got into town; the pick
ets were re-enforced and drove them from street to street out of town.

They then retreated toward the village, carrying their wounded in a

wagon. Our loss is 3 killed and wounded, 4 taken prisoners; their loss

is supposed to be the same. For the want of cavalry he was unable to

pursue them. I would most respectfully request that a battalion of the
Fourth Wisconsin, Major Craigue commanding, now stationed at

Morganza, be ordered to report to me so as to enable me to re-enforce
this post with sufficient cavalry. I desire this command more particu
larly, for the reason that Major Craigue is acquainted with every road
and by-path iu the district.

W. P. BENTON,
Briyadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. O. MATTHEWS,
Assistant Adjutan t- General.

[Indorsement.]

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
August 7, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to department headquarters.
The small detachment of cavalry now at Plaquemine is under orders

to join the regiment at Morganza (about twenty-five or thirty men).
Sufficient cavalry for picket and scouting purposes is needed there, but
nothing more, unless it is required to engage a large force of the

enemy outside the works, which would require a much larger force
of other arms in proportion. Should the enemy attack Plaquemine in

force its garrison can hold out long enough for large re-enforcements to
arrive from Morganza, but until the enemy develops his real plans, I
think the shifting of troops anymore than absolutely necessary for cur
rent and routine service would be injudicious. I recommend that a
company of cavalry be sent there to relieve the small detachment
ordered to Morganza.

T. W. SHERMAN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

AUGUST 6-9, 1864. Scout in Saline County, Mo., with skirmishes (7th) at

Arrow Rock.

Report of Lieut. Col. Bazel F. Lazear, First Missouri State Militia Cav
alry.

HDQRS. DETACH. FIRST CAV. MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Marshall, Mo., August 10, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Since my report of the 5th instant I have the honor to
report, for the information of the mjiior-yftiiHrnJ ccminuinilin?. tluit, F
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scouted the county in the direction of Miami, but learning that a force

of 400 guerrillas were in Marshall the county was not thoroughly
vscouted. Upon the receipt of the above we marched to Marshall, arriv

ing there the Oth
;
found that ten guerrillas had visited the place the f&amp;gt;th,

burning the court-house and one other building, plundering some of the

inhabitants, and shooting live negroes in town and four a short dis

tance from town. If the citizens had remained at home this raid on
Marshall would never have been made. 7th, marched to Arrow Rock,
scouting the county as well as could be done without dividing the com
mand too much, not knowing what force we would find. Had two skir

mishes, one with a party of fifteen, the other twenty, killing 3 and
wounding several, who made their escape in the brush. Killed 2 horses
and captured 4, one of them wounded. Our casualties, none. One of

the parties fired several rounds before scattering, but the other only
tired two shots. &amp;lt;Sth, scouted the county in the vicinity of Arrow Rock
thoroughly, but found no guerrillas as they had scattered that morning ;

a party of twenty camped within eight miles of camp the night of the
7th on the premises of one Marshall Piper,.who gave us no notice of
the fact, and being a notorious rebel and under bond was shot. The
guerrillas shot a negro man the 7th, just before we came upon them.

9th, returned to Marshall.
This is certainly the most rebellions county I have been in. I have

arrested several women that I will send in in due time, and have ar

rested several of the worst rebels that 1 am holding as hostages for

the lives of Union men. We have searched but very few houses, but
what we have, nearly all have goods that are undoubtedly stolen.

You can t pick up a letter about any of their houses but you will find

treason in them. This county needs rough handling, and as the guer
rillas have threatened what they will do 1 have warned and notified

their friends that I would hold them responsible for the acts of the

guerrillas, and will retaliate for any violence done the Union men
either in person or property. The Union people are very much dis

couraged, but if I am allowed to carry out the policy I have started out
on rebels will not be allowed to stay here if Union men can t. It is very
hard to prove that men willingly feed guerrillas as they all deny it, but

they all do so, and when they allow them to feed and camp upon their

premises day after day and give no information, but deny that they
know anything of them, it is as good evidence of their guilt as 1 want,
and I shall act accordingly. I have endeavored in this report to give
a picture of the situation of affairs in this county, but it has to be seen
to be understood. From the best information I can get I do not believe

there are 100 guerrillas in this county, and the removal of 100 families

to the South would do more good to quiet this county than to hunt

guerrillas one year and leave the families here. I have not learned the

particulars of the burning of Frankfort, but will soon.
1 am. captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. LAZEAK,
.Lie at. Cnl. First Car., Mo. State Mil.. Cowrty. in the Field.

Captain STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrensbury, Mo.
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AUGUST 6-16, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Little Red River,

Ark., with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at Hatch s

Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th).

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele. U. S. Army, commanding Department of Arkan

sas.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. S. Army, commanding expedition.

No. 3. Maj. James F. Dwight, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp.
Xo . 4. Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, com

manded by Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry.

No. 5. Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army.

Report of Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding Depart
ment of Arkansas.

LITTLE ROCK, August 14, 1864.

GENERAL : The command under Brigadier-General West encountered

McCray near Searcy, beat them and pursued toward Jacksonport, where
it is supposed Shelby was about crossing White River in order to go
south. Scouts and deserters report that the rebels in my front are tall-

ing back across Saline River. The party sent to burn the depot at

Princeton stampeded the guard, but the leader being wounded tailed

to burn the rebel supplies. This may be the cause of their withdraw

ing part of their force. Dobbin is reported still hovering about Helena.

Shelby has supplied his conscripts with arms through smugglers in

.Memphis. From all accounts it is his intention now to rejoin Price
as soon as possible. West will make every effort to catch him which
ever way lie goes. This is the third expedition 1 have fitted out

against Shelby within a few weeks. The excuses given for not catch

ing him are that they could not get supplies and were obliged to return.

Brigadier-General Carr had Shelby in his grasp at one time, in the

opinion of his officers.

The following-named troops have been ordered home during this

mouth, some on account of expiration of time of service and others

on furlough: Second Indiana Battery, 100; First Iowa Cavalry, 300;

Sixty-first Illinois Infantry (veteran), 220; Sixty-second Illinois, 300;
Third Minnesota (six companies), 200; Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 120.

Time of service of First Indiana Cavalry will expire next week.

Very respectfully,
FREDK. STEELE,

Major- Genera I.

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. S. Army, commanding expe
dition.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EXPEDITION,
Camp Three and a half miles west of White River,

Opposite Augusta, August 9, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that a small affair occurred
between the advance of Colonel Geiger s command and Jaekraan s

forces, at Hickory Plains, on the 7th instant. The enemy fell back, and
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but little injury was done him, a few being killed, and as many made
prisoners. Picket-firing commenced with Colonel Stuart s command
at Stony Point the same day, but all of McCray s forces have been fall

ing back constantly and keeping out of our reach. McCray himself
left Searcy on the afternoon of the 7th instant. His force is reported
at 2,000. Rebel authority reported that Shelby was at Augusta and

proposed crossing at that&quot; point to unite with McCray on the Grand
Glaize road and give us battle. To prevent this I moved to-day to

this point, hoping to meet Shelby in the act of crossing the river,

but was disappointed. Shelby, with a reported force of 2,000 men,
left Augusta on Sunday, the 7th instant, taking the road to

Jacksonport. McCray is making the best of his way to join him. I

may not succeed in preventing their junction, but know that I am
strong enough to whip them united. .With the enemy (as Dobbin
is reported gone up Crowley s Ridge), who have been annoying
your communications, all on the other side of my force, I deem it

my duty to pursue until they are &quot;captured or dispersed.&quot; I shall

accordingly continue my movements and inarch to-morrow for Grand
Glaize. The command is doing well.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
J. R. WEST,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. E. A. CARR,

Commanding District of Little Rock.

P. S. 7.30 p. m. : In securing a ferry-boat this afternoon at a ferry
about three miles above Augusta, a body of some 300 of the enemy dis

covered themselves. Captain Latimer, Third Michigan Cavalry, very
adroitly secured the boat, and learned from a woman on the east side

of White River that Shelby was encamped four miles above Augusta.
I believe this to be so, and request that you will send immediately one
or two good steam-boats to Augusta to enable me to cross the river. I

shall keep operating around here until you do this, and propose to

develop the enemy to-morrow. Please send me 45,000 pounds of oats.

I inclose also a memorandum of ammunition, which is much wanted.*

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EXPEDITION,
Searcy Landing, August 13, 1864.

GENERAL: On the 9th instant I closed the dispatch which I for

warded to you by means of the canoe, with this postscript^
On the following day, Wednesday, the 10th, I pushed over a recon-

noiteriug party at Augusta, which drove the enemy s pickets from the

town northward. In the afternoon I crossed the Third Michigan Cav
alry on the ferry-boat previously referred to, and a reconnaissance

twelve miles north from Augusta discovered no enemy. The next day,
the llth, I crossed the Eighth Missouri by the ferry-boat at Hatch s

Ferry, four miles above Augusta, but learning of the concentration of

tlie enemy under Shelby at Village Creek, on the Jacksonport road, I

deemed it unwise to have my force thus divided while in the immediate

vicinity of the enemy, and the boats not arriving from below I could

not transport the main body across the river in safety. I therefore

recrossed to the west side of the river the Third Michigan and Eighth
Missouri on the 12th, and returned to this point yesterday, the 12th.

* Omitted as unimportant.
t See next, ante.
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Having in. view the object it would be to Shelby to get out of this

country with the force he has conscripted I am prepared to intercept
him should he attempt to get southward from Batesville. I move this

morning to a point fifteen miles up the Little Ked in Searcy Valley,
where I shall have better advantages in foraging animals and can await
the information to be obtained by a scout I have sent in the direction

of Jacksonport. If Shelby is quietly remaining in Jacksonport I can
do him no damage, as the Big Black is an obstacle that I cannot over
come. In the event of his being there I shall employ the detachment
in beating up the country for small parties of the enemy and then
return to your lines. In order to move with greater facility I send the

sick, the prisoners, and the supply train to Devall s Bluff this morning.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. WEST,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. E. A. CARR,
Commanding District of Little Rock.

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., October 14, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders
from headquarters District of Little Rock, to &quot;

proceed with all the
available cavalry of the district in pursuit of the enemy, reported to be
on Little Eed River, and pursue them until they are captured or dis

persed,&quot; I left this post on the 6th of August last for the section of

country indicated in your orders. The command was divided for con
venience into two provisional brigades. These were commanded,
respectively, by Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry,
and Col. James Stuart, Tenth Illinois Cavalry. The aggregate strength
of my command was 3,094. Two sections of the Fifth Ohio Battery
and two mountain howitzers comprised the artillery. Verbal instruc

tions from the district commander left me at liberty to employ my force

according to my best judgment in case the enemy fell back beyond the

Little Red. Tlie First Brigade, in moving from Devall s Bluff, to unite

with the remainder of the command, drove a rebel force of some 300

men, reported to be Jackman s, out of Hickory Plains on the 7th of

August, killing 4 and taking 7 prisoners, without loss on our side.

Colonel Geigerjoined me at Bull Bayou the same evening. The advance
of the Second Brigade, the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel

Calkins commanding, exchanged shots with a picket of the enemy at

Bull Bayou. The rebels were evidently falling back and merely watch

ing our movements. Moved to Searcy the 8th of August. Reported by
all the inhabitants that the enemy passed over the road traveled that

day in great haste. At Searcy learned that McCray,who commanded the

rebel force, was moving night and day to Jacksonport, to effect a junc
tion with Shelby, who was reported to have returned from the direction

of Helena. August 9, I marched to White River opposite to Au
gusta, with the intention of crossing at that point and moving upon
Shelby at Jacksonport. Sent communication to district commander
that evening requesting steam-boats should be sent up from Devall s

Bluff to effect the crossing. August 10, sent 1,000 men of Second Bri

gade to Denmark, as a feint, that the main body would march to Jack

sonport by the west side of White River. Destroyed a salt-work near
Grand Glaize Creek, and took 8 prisoners. Crossed the Third Michi-
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gan Cavalry at Augusta and occupied the town. August 11, moved
the only flat-boat to be found a miserable affair for crossing a force

to Hatch s Ferry, four miles above Augusta. Wishing to gain time,
crossed the Eighth Missouri Cavalry by that means and swimming
the horses. Heavy rains, the slow progress of crossing by the flat, and
the certainty that artillery and wagons could not be crossed with the
means at hand, induced me to guard against any attempted offensive

movement by the enemy. Shelby s and MeCray s forces united could

bring 4,000 men against me, and 1 had to guard against their coming
down either bank of White River and attacking my force, while en

gaged in crossing. Rumors to that effect reaching me the two regi
ments on the east bank were recrossed to the main command during the

night. August 12, no steamers arriving from Devall s Bluff, abandoned
the idea of co-operation from that quarter and returned to Searey. Au
gust 13, sent all the sick (the rains were very heavy, and camps last

few days in canebrakes) and train to Devall s Bluff. Sent a small
reconnaissance toward Denmark. This party encountered the enemy
ten miles from Searey; re-enforced it with Third U. S. Cavalry, under

Captain Howland, with orders to proceed to Fairview. This was done,
the rebels losing 1 man and falling back. One man of Eighth Missouri

Cavalry was wounded. Moved witli main force eleven miles up the
west bank of the Little Red, and encamped. Sent a detachment to

Hilcher s Ferry and communicated with Captain Howland at Fairview.

August 14, learned that there was no enemy, but a few stragglers, on
the west side of White River. The command had now been in the field

eight days; the only forage obtainable was unripe corn. The horses
had been very scantily fed for months previously, and their condition,

particularly that of the artillery animals, was not equal to a inarch

exceeding twenty miles per day. It became apparent that it was use
less to attempt to cross White River at Jacksonport. Shelby could

successfully contest my crossing at that point or fall back faster than
he could be followed. August 15, returned to Bull Bayou en route for

Devall s Bluff and Little Rock. Scattered the command by various
roads to clear the country of bushwhackers. August 10, reached Little

Rock.
The results ofthe expedition have already been detailed. Xo enemy

remained west of White River. The command was pushed into the

field without proper preparation; the animals were in wretched condi

tion. Officers and men acquitted themselves creditably, but there were

irregularities, showing the necessity of much stricter discipline than
was practiced.

1 am, captain, verv respectfully, your obedient servant.
J. R. WEST,

Brigadier- General, Com manding.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Jjistrict of Little Rock.

Report of Maj. James F. Dicif/ht, Eleventh Missouri Caralry, Volunteer

Aide-de-Camp.

Journal of cavalry expedition (regiments and detachments set forth

on previous page) setting out from Little Rock, Ark., northward,
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August 6, 1804, under command of Brig. Gen. J. K. West, U. S. Vol
unteers, pursuant to the following order:

SPECIAL OUDEKS, ^ HEADQCAKTERS DISTRICT OF LITTLE ROCK,
Xo. 58. } Little Hock, Ark., August 4, 1SG4.

Brig. Gen. J. R. West, LT . S. Volunteers, will proceed with all the available cav
alry of this district in pursuit of the enemy s, reported to be on Little Red River, aud
will pursue them until they are captured or dispersed.
By order of Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr:

0. H. DYER,
-itoiixltnit Adjutant-General.

REMARKS.

Saturday, August!), 1861. Left Htmtersville, opposite Little Rock, at

7.30, Second Brigade. Colonel Stuart, having moved with train at 6.

Road runs down river three or four miles, then turns to the left and
north, and crosses railroad to Devall s Bluff in a few rods. Pickets at

turning. Passed broken-down wagon at railroad cause, tonguebroken ;

load transferred. Overtook train two miles and a half south of Bayou
Metoe, train stalling badly, owing to the weakness of mules, one wagon
unloaded. Pushed on to Bayou Metoe, twelve miles, where found bridge
useless, flooring removed. Some buildings of heavy timbers nearby
with which it might be repaired. Artillery was crossing at rude string
piece bridge,- three-quarters mile above. Horses were, taken out of the

artillery, and guns run across by hand. Train same way when it came
up. Bank easy slope, ten feet high. Ford, saddle skirt deep, a few
rods above. When the train came up, pushed on with the command,
leaving Third Missouri Cavalry as train guard. Road good to Bayou
Two Prairies, five miles. Crossed it by ford : deep on left bank. Bridge
just below might be repaired. Went on to Austin (or Oakland Post-
Office), eight miles. Good road most of way. Some swampy tracts;
carts passed by daylight. Went into cam]) at Austin. Trains could
not get up, but went into cam]) five miles below. Steam grist-mill at
Austin makes thirty barrels a day. Forty men of Twenty-second
Ohio Mounted Infantry joined us by Brownsville road near Austin.

Sunday, Auaunt 7. Lieutenant-Colonel Calkins, with 250 Third Wis
consin and 50 U. S. Regulars, pushed on at early dawn to Stony
Point, eight miles north, with instructions to drive the enemy, if found
and not too strong, beyond Stony Point.

X. B. Found Capt. \V. C. Robinson, Company C. Glenn s regiment,
Third Brigade (rebel), Arkansas, wounded and paroled here, from Helena
fight, in July, ISO. }; is badly wounded in hi]) and will die.

Train and guard getting up at ll.oO o clock, after delay by reason of

tongue breaking, and teams weak; moved on at l-.ll*. Made Cypress
Bottom Bayou at 1.45 o clock: bridge in decent order: declivity to the
bottom somewhat steep from the south, gradual slope up from the bot
tom northward. Road muddy but not bad. \Vent on to Jacksoifs
farm, seven miles from Austin, and waited half an hour till train closed up,
then to Stony Point, three-quarters of a mile more, where found Lieuten
ant-Colonel Calkins command. He had seen no rebels. Pushed on to
Bull Bayou, one mile farther, and went into cam]). Some picket-firing.
Just as advance neared Bull Bayou the rebels ran and tried to tear up
flooring of the bridge, but had not time to do much damage. Colonel

Geiger. with First Brigade, reported at o clock, having come up from
DcvalFs Bluff, and went into camp on north side bayou. Reports a

15 11 u VOL XLI, PT 1
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tight with Jaekman and 300 or 400 men at Hickory Plains to-day. A
few rebels killed and taken prisoners. Major Sneliing, with 250 Tenth
Illinois, joined from Lewisburg as we came to camp. A reconnaissance
of Third Wisconsin developed a few rebels, fugacious, and tiring on
north side bayou. Learned that Jackman passed north from Hickory
Plains, about two miles beyond bridge, this morning, having come out
from neighborhood road near Franklin s Mill, used by rebels for grind
ing, on creek four miles south of east from Jackson s road down the

bottom.

Monday, Auunxt .S. Second Brigade moved at early dawn; First

Brigade with train at S o clock. Caney Creek, five miles north of

Bull Bayou, dry. Quarles Bridge, over Bayou DCS Arc, three miles

further, in decent order. Third Michigan held bridge and pushed on
direct road toward Searey; Colonel Stuart with rest of brigade crossed

two miles and a half above, and came down on Searcy from west. No
rebels in Searcy. Reported by all the inhabitants that the enemy
passed through the road traversed to-day in great haste, last night,

traveling northward. Searcy pretty much deserted; no buildings de

stroyed. From Searcy went up to Little Red River Landing, two miles

and a half. Road descends all way, timbered and fields, easily defended
from an attack from north. Went into camp on Little Red, on south
side. Stuart came up soon after and crossed the ford, gofng into

camp in open fields beyond. Water very low in the Red; rough rocky
bed to stream; banks thirty feet high; even. From September to June
this stream is navigable to White River boats, very low during .June,

July, and August. Road from Searcy, four miles east, leads to Pros

pect Bluffs; good ford. The rebels under McCray and Jackman all

crossed the ford before light this morning, hastening north. From
information received from inhabitants they were about 800 strong.

They went twelve miles northeast, on the Grand Glaize road, and

stopped at Stephens ( reek. Shelby is reported to be crossing, or to

have crossed, the White at Augusta with intent to join them.

Tuesday, August .A Moved, with Geiger s (First) brigade leading,
with two 12 pounder howitzers. A detachment Eleventh Missouri

Cavalry, under Captain Kauffman, of 120 men, left at daylight to recon-

noiter ahead all day, if not attacked. After crossing the Little Red
the road runs northward for one mile and a quarter, then turns east,
and passing over a high and good but stony road descends a steep

declivity 100 feet high to the Overflow name given to a creek which
bounds on the west the swamps of the Mingo. About six miles from the

landing a road to the left leads toward Grand Glaize, and to the right
to Prospect Bluffs, three miles. After leaving the Overflow the road
runs through the heavy bottom lands of the Mingo Swamps eight miles,

to Glaize Creek, all timbered, with little underbrush: must be bad in

wet weather. The Mingo is not much of a. creek, though bad crossing
on account of the deep mud; narrow. Stuart s brigade remains at

bridge. First encamps at headquarters, two miles and a half below,
on road to Augusta. After crossing bridge at Glaize road leads down
directly east on a tongue of land to a point of land opposite Augusta,
seven miles from bridge; also turns to left and leads three miles north
east to the, White River, then turns down the bank two miles to a ferry
called Hatch s, whence, it is two miles to Augusta. Likewise on this

last road another to the left, about two miles from the bridge, leads to

Grand Glaize and Denmark. The whole land below the bridge is cane-

brake, with heavy bottom growth. The road toward the point narrow.
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with several sloughs with steep banks corduroy crossings in bad
order. After leaving; the Overflow there are very few habitations and

clearings. After crossing
1 the Glaize Creek only two habitations, one

three miles below the bridge on right-hand side and one five miles and
a half below on left hand, and on the run bank (Chambers ).

The banks
of this tongue of laud are low ou the south side and bluff on the north

side; sand spit opposite Augusta; runabout twelve yards wide. De
tachment of Third Michigan. Captain Latimer, seized ferry-boat at

Hatch s in the p. 111.; got it across under cover of their rifles, with a

tight across the stream with a body of rebels, and after night-fall took

it down below Augusta, together with a skiff. Went down and re-con -

uoitered point, but had no means of crossing. Saw rebel pickets rush

ing about on our arrival. From a lagoon, about three-quarters of a mile

long, on the road to the point, transferred a dug-out down and across

the point three miles, and launched it below Augusta. Sent three men
therein to Devall s Bluff with dispatches after (lark.

Wednesday, August 10. Seven o clock moved Third Michigan down to

point opposite Augusta. Crossed sergeant and seven men on the ferry
boat half a mile below, who came up and drove out few rebel pickets,
then in evening brought up boat and crossed whole regiment, with two
mountain howitzers of Tenth Illinois Cavalry, and sent ferry-boat up to

ferry, two miles above. Third Michigan picketed strongly on road

going out. Strong detachments from Second Brigade went northward
toward Grand Glaize and Denmark to develop the enemy in that direc

tion, with instructions to return not later than 10 o clock to-morrow.
Colonel Stuart reports destruction of salt-works, three miles and a half

southwest Irom Glaize bridge, last night; 11 kettles, (K) evaporating
vats, and S prisoners. Capacity about two bushels a day. Only
works about here. In Augusta Shelby reported to have gone north
with his command, which was encamped four miles off on Sunday. Call

ing in his commands and intending to drive McCray at Jacksonport,
where he has a pontoon bridge across the Big Black, moved back
headquarters and First Brigade to the Glaize bridge.

Thursday, August 11. Ferry-boat having been taken up to Hatch s

the Eighth Missouri crossed there; Xinth Iowa moved down on Ferry
road and camped on bank of river one mile above ferry; Eleventh
Missouri and First Nebraska camped at place where the road strikes

river. Horses eat corn; no forage to be had. Shelby reported con

centrating, to attack on east side of White, and no sign of the boats
from Devall s Bluff yet. The Eighth is recrossed and boat sent down
to Augusta for the Third Michigan to recross on. Very heavy rain

storm commenced at 12 and lasted all day. The scout from north

returned, having been to Denmark and gaining no tidings of the

enemy save that McCray had rushed across the river to Jacksonport
and joined Shelby there.

Friday, Auaust 12. Moved back from river with First Brigade. The
Third Michigan crossed unopposed at Augusta. Joined at Glaize bridge
and command took up march for Searcy; reached it at .3 and went into

camp on south side, with pickets at fords above and below. Sent guides
and three men Eighth Missouri through to General Steele, with mes
sages at evening.

Saturday, August 13. Detachment of fifty men Eighth Missouri

Cavalry, Captain McAdoo, sent northward by Denmark road at early
day. Fell in with rebels eight miles out; had a skirmish, and sent
back for re-enforceuieuts. The Third U. S. Cavalry, 250 men, were
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seiit to his assistance with instructions to develop the enemy. The
supply train and worn-out horses sent back toward Devall s Bluff, with
125 sick and thirty escort. Moved out of camp toward Searcy. The
First Brigade went into line of battle, and with skirmishers out between
camp and Searcy. Moved at 11 o clock through Searcy, on the Sugar
Loaf Springs road, eleven and a half miles to Goad s, at intersection of
this with the old military road from Little Kock to Batesville. Road
leaves Searcy Valley on left, winds up and crosses a stony, rough
divide with open oak woods. Several plantations on the road. The
road lies on the rough hill for about live miles. Crossed Panther Creek
six miles from Searcy. Camped at Goad s Ford; found live wagon
loads of old corn near camp. Sent pickets to Hilcher s Ferry, ten
miles on the Little lied. Lieutenant Guirado, aide-de-camp, and twelve
men sent after the Third United States from the landing at 10 o clock,
with instructions to have them return via Hilcher s Ferry. Messengers
arrived at G p. m. from Third United States; had joined the Eighth
Missouri and advanced, but found no enemy. Sent party to Hilcher s

Ferry, and thence to Fairview, to communicate with Third United
States.

tiunday, August 14. Lay in camp all day. Some picket-tiring on the

Searcy road, and a body of fifty reported. Sent out a scout who
scattered them in direction of Little lied. Surgeon Foote, with escort
of Ninth Iowa, reported having come up the White Eiver in steamer
Celeste, sent from Devall s Bluff in response to dispatch sent from

Augusta. The boat landed him above the Red River, and he came
through the country till he struck our trail. Reports tumbling into a

party last night of five or eight rebels, who tied, tiring. Boat arrived up
at Friday eve, twenty-five miles below Augusta by the river, which
there makes a great bend. A messenger from Captain McAdoo was
lired on between here and Searcy to-day by two men. Lieutenant

Guirado, with escort, came in at close of day from McAdoo, via Hil
cher s Ferry. Reports no rebels discovered by that command as far as
Fairview.

Monday, August 15, G o clock. Uroke camp at early hour and moved
back to Searcy, leaving Eleventh Missouri at Goad s, to await coming
up of the Third United States from Searcy to Bayou Des Arc, where
First Brigade diverged toward Hickory Plains, and Second and head

quarters went on and into camp at Bull Bayou. First Brigade was
ordered to Devall s Bluff by best road.

Tuesday, August 1C&amp;gt;. The general commanding and staff, with

Twenty-second Ohio Mounted Infantry (forty men), left Bull Bayou at

5 o clock and pushed on to Brownsville, where took cars for Little

Hock. Colonel Stuart, with Second Brigade, wrent on to Bayou Metoe.
and camped; repaired the bridge, and on the 17th marched on to the
Kock. The train sent from Searcy with the sick put into Brownsville
in distress, owing to the weakness of the mules, and the men were
transferred to DevalFs Bluff by cars. Colonel Geiger s command
arrived safe.

From Little Kock to Austin, twenty-five miles; Austin to Searcy
Landing, twenty-six miles and a half: Searcy Landing to Augusta,
twenty-five miles; Augusta to Searcy, twenty-five miles; Searcy Land
ing to Goad s, eleven miles and a half: Goad s to Searcy, nine miles;

Searcy to Little Kock, fifty miles; total 172 miles.

JAMES F. DWIGHT.
Major Eleventh Missouri Caculry, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp.
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No. 4.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, /Second Dirts-ion, Seventh Army Corps,
commanded by Col. Washington F. Geiger. Eighth Missouri Cavalry.*

The brigade marched out of camp at 12 m. [August G] to join in a

cavalry expedition under Brigadier-General West against the rebel
forces in the vicinity of Jacksonport and Batesville. Ark. .Marched
twenty miles and encamped near Des Are, Ark.
Au

fl
list 7. At 4.30 p. in. resumed march, and encamped at Bull

Creek, a distance of thirty miles, where the brigade joined General
West s command.
Aiiy uxt 8. Marched twenty miles, to Searcy Landing, on Little Red

River.

August 10. Marched back four miles and encamped.
August 11. Marched to White River and crossed, and immediately

recrossed and encamped.
August 12. Proceeded to Searcy Landing, twenty-five miles, and

encamped.
August 13. Marched twelve miles into Searcy Valley and encamped.
August 14. Took up line of march for Devall s Bluff, where the bri

gade arrived on the 17th.

Report of Brig. Got. Joseph (). Xhelby, C. S. Army.

HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE FORCES,
August 13, 1864.

COLONEL: The days of delusive calm and quietude were rudely
broken in upon twenty-four hours after I last dispatched you. Five
thousand Federals, with ten pieces of artillery (all cavalry), came up
from Devall s Bluff like a thunderbolt, and drove in my outlying pickets
and scouts right sturdily. They hoped to surprise me and disperse my
recruits, besides capturing my pontoon bridge and ordnance. One long
day before they struck my immediate vedettes I had sent all my ineffect

ive men fifteen miles to the rear, and watched and waited on the east
side of Black River for the denouement. I intended to tight them if

they came 10.000 strong, but before they reached my position they
changed their minds. They divided at Searcy, one portion going by
Grand Glaize to Augusta, where they crossed White River and burned
the mill there, and the other portion halting near Grand Glaize. They
remained in Augusta only a short time, but recrossed the river, losing
men and .30 horses, and have all gone back to Searcy. They had

eighty wagons and many ambulances. Their reason for the heavy move
1 conjecture to be this : The pressure on the railroad was getting tighter
and tighter, and it became necessary to relieve it.

My future movements depend entirely on the orders brought by Ma
jor Lawrence. Nothing new has transpired since my last letter. The
Federals beyond the Mississippi are getting whipped in every fight.
The news from Missouri is glorious. This is God s chosen time for a
raid there that will shake her from center to circumference. I send you a
late paper. I reported that Erwin s operations on the Mississippi River

From monthlv return.
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had been successful. So they were up to my last communication, but
at a subsequent period, with a force of eighty men, he was attacked by
400 Federals and handled pretty severely, losing 10 killed and rib

wounded.

Hoping to receive favorable vieAYS from my Missouri application, I

am, very truly, yours,
JO. O. SHELBY,

Brigadier- General, Com man ding.
Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON.

Assistant Adjutant-General, Caviden, Ark.

AUGUST 7, 1864. Skirmish near HuntsviUe, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Alexander F. Denny, Forty- Hirth Infantry En
rolled Missouri Militia.

HDQRS. FORTV-SIXTH KEGT. ENROLLED MISSOURI MIL.,
Hunts ni lie, Mo., Aua-uxt rt, 18G4.

GENERAL: I have the pleasure to report that I moved from this place
on the morning of the 7th with a small detachment of the Ninth Cav
alry Missouri State Militia, commanded by Sergeant Fisher, and
detachments of Captain Mayo s and Lieutenant McKinsey s Volunteer
Militia, commanded by Lieutenant Dunn. \Ve came upon the trail of
Jim Anderson, the notorious robber and guerrilla, some live miles
south of this place, about 10 o clock, and after pursuing it about two
hours lost it. I scoured the brush for miles, and at 2 p. m. came out
upon the road from Huntsville to Fayette. at the residence of Owen
Bagby. Four of our men rode up to the house, when Anderson and
his men commenced firing upon them from the house. I ordered the
column to dismount and charge them on foot. Tire boys came up
in line style, with a deafening yell, when Anderson mounted his men
and retreated hastily through the rear of the farm, having previously
left the gates down. 1 ordered the men to remount, and with some five
or six of the men who had their horses in advance, charged the enemy
as he retreated through the fields. We were obstructed by gates anil

fences, and the enemy got under cover of the woods some 300 yards in

advance of us. With the little handful of men in the advance I ordered
a charge through the thick brush, which was made in gallant style,
random shots being tired at us and returned by our men untif we
reached a long lane. Here the chase became tierce and rapid. \Ve
ran upon the rear, coming on tAvo men mounted on one horse. The
horse was shot from under them, and the men scaled the fence and took
to the pastures. George Kaynolds, of Captain Mayo s company, who
was with me in the advance, having tired his last shot fell back to

reload. A short hand-to-hand conflict with pistols ensued between the
robber and myself, when, after the exchange of some four or five shots,
George Peak, Company D, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, came
to my relief and ended his existence with a rifle-shot. He had been
previously wounded in the neck and back. John Kale, of Company D,
Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, pursued the other dismounted
man on foot through the fields until he had exhausted his last shot,

having previously wounded him in the neck. So soon as the men came
up 1 ordered them forward, but Anderson being so well mounted could

.&amp;gt;
f
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not be overtaken. The meii all conducted themselves well. At the
time of the attack we were not fully aware of Anderson s strength.
,TliBre were only ten men at Bagby s, yet their number was reported to

us subsequently at thirty men. Result of the skirmish, 1 man killed

and 1 mortally wounded; also Jim Anderson reported shot through the

nose; 1 horse killed, 1 wounded, and 1 captured: also 1 gnu and 4 or
5 pistols. Money taken from the person of the dead man: $90 in gold,
*28 in greenbacks, $4.50 in silver, 816 W. M. B.; total, $396.50. Our
loss, 1 horse. Anderson turned into the brush after a run of three miles
and scattered his men. We followed the trail as long as we could,
when we turned in the direction of Huntsville. We came upon him

again at 6 o clock in the brush within three miles of Huntsville. A few
shots were fired by our men and an exciting chase of ten minutes fol

lowed, when the enemy was lost in the thick brush.
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. F. BENNY,
Lieut, Col. Forty-nixtk Reat. Enrolled M-ixxoun Militia.

I have sent out men on fresh horses to go in pursuit this morning.

GENERAL, : I have made rather a long report of a short fight, know
ing that outside a military point of view you would feel a personal
interest in my operations. Let me state here, general, that Bill Ander
son has stated that he intended concentrating 200 men in Randolph,
and this continuous hanging around indicates to my mind that such are
his intentions.

A. F. I).

Gen. ,1. B. DOUGLAS,
C&amp;lt;rtH)nandi&amp;gt;t&amp;lt;f Eiyhth Military District. Mexico. M&amp;lt;&amp;gt;.

AUGUST 7, 1864. Affair near Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

Report of Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop. Firxt Colorado Cralri/.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Lyon, Colo. Tcr., A-uymt .V, 1M4.

SlR: 1 have the honor to report for information of the colonel com
manding that on the night of the 7th instant at about 10 o clock I

received intelligence that a train had been attacked about seven miles
from this post by a band of Indians supposed to be Kiowas and Co-

manches, who immediately crossed to the south side of the river, and
there joining a large party proceeded up the river. I immediately sent

word to Captain Gray, at Camp Wynkoop, to throw his command on
the opposite side of the Arkansas River to cut oft the retreat of the

Indians, should they proceed in that direction. In the meanwhile, with

eighty men and one howitzer, 1 crossed the river at this point for the

purpose of proceeding up the other side rapidly in pursuit. My com
mand consisted of detachments of Company I), commanded by Captain
Soule, and Company K, commanded by Lieutenant Quinby, and Com
pany G, with howitzer, commanded by Lieutenant Baldwin. While
crossing the river I received a dispatch from Bent s Ranch to the effect

that a party of Indians had been there that evening, including tSatanta-,

war chief of the Kiowas, and two more of their principal chiefs, that

they had but a small party with them in sight, but the supposition was,
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judging from the importance of the chiefs present, that a very large war
party was in the immediate neighborhood. The dispatch also stated
that the Indians had proceeded down the river, and a few miles below
Bent s .Ranch they attacked a house occupied by a family named Rood
and murdered all the inmates. By a forced march I proceeded up in

the direction of Bent s .Ranch, seeing no signs of Indians until I reached
the house said to have been attacked by the Indians, which was unoc

cupied, but which bore evidence of there having been a conflict, an

attempt having been made to rire the house from the outside, which had

proved unsuccessful. I afterward learned that the house had been gal

lantly defended by four men who had been attacked by fourteen of the
red devils, and had finally driven them off, killing one of them. 1 then

proceeded as far as Bent s Ranch, scouting the country, but finding no
evidence of there having been more than fourteen Indians, and those

having apparently rapidly decamped in direction of the Cimarron, after

fruitless search I returned to-day to this post, my men having been in

the saddle for two nights, being entirely exhausted. I am well con
vinced Satanta with 1,000 or more warriors of the Kiowas and Comanehes
is located over on the Cimarron or in that vicinity. I have also received

information that four white men have been murdered by these same In

dians near the Cimarron Crossing. The available troops that I have in

this garrison will not warrant me in attacking Satanta at present, not

being able to take more than fifty men into the field, after leaving what
would barely suffice for the absolute protection of the post, If it is

possible I Nvonld respectfully recommend that I receive some re-enforce

ments, so that I may take a sufficient command in the field to punish
this liend Satanta and his murdering crew.

Allot which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to remain, with much respect, your obedient servant,

E. \V. \VYNKOOP.
Major Firxt Colorado Caralrif, Co&amp;gt;nindiit(/ Fort Li/on.

Lieut. J. S. MAYNARD,
Acty. Axftt. Adjt. (fen., .Dittt.

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;/

Colo., Denver, Colo. Tcr,

AUGUST 7-8. 1864. Scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo.

Report of Capt. Thomas* Moses, jr., Second Colorado Cavalry.

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Auguxt 8, 1864.

MAJOR : I have the honor to report that pursuant to order I marched
from this station at 4 a. in. on the 7th instant, with the following com
mand, viz: Lieutenant Parsons. Lieutenant Ducey, and 128 men. I

proceeded south on the Pleasant Hill road as far as Grenter s farm, but
could not discover any fresh signs of the enemy; thence marched east

for Round Prairie, and when near Snibar Station met Captain Blair, of

the Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, with his command, and as I

found that he had just scouted through the Round Prairie country, I

marched in the direction of Greenton, in La Fayette County. When
near Lick Skillet, we discovered five bushwhackers, at a distance of

about one mile from us. when I ordered Lieutenant Ducey to take the

advance guard and pursue them, which he did for about four miles, but
could not overtake them, and returned to the command. Thence I

marched to the place of Mr. Harp, living on the line of Jackson and La
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Fayette Counties, andencamped for the night. Learnedfrom goodauthor
ity in the neighborhood that Thornton, Quantrill, Todd, Yeager, Taylor,
Thrailkill, and Anderson were encamped four miles from that place on
the 4th instant with from 300 to 500 men, but was unable to ascertain
whether they had left or not. They were reported camped on the John
Campbell farm. At daylight 1 marched for that place, but found that
they had broken cam]) and left on the evening of the 5th instant; but,
judging by the appearance of their cam]), should not think they had
over 200 or 300 men. Mrs. Campbell informed me that Todd had 150
men: he came there with his command on Thursday morning, the 4th
instant, and she thinks left the same evening. They divided up into
small parties, and came in the direction of Blue River and Raytown. I

also ascertained that small parties of from six to ten came from the
north, northeast, and northwest on the same day, and returned the
next morning, and judging from all the information that I could gather
think that they met to hold a council of war, with what ulterior object
1 could not say. Thence 1 returned to this station, arriving at about
5 o clock this p. m.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
TH. MOSES, JR.,

Captain. Second Colorado Carnlry* Commanding Post.

Maj. J. XKLSOX SMITH.
Station. Independence, Mo.

AUGUST 8-11. 1864. Scout from Salina to Mulberry Creek, Kans.

Report* of C/ij)f. Ifr tiry Booth, Elercnth Kansas Caralri/.

HEADQUARTERS,
tialina, August 7, 1^6-i 4 p. m.

SIR: I have the honor to forward a dispatch just received from
Smoky Hill Crossing concerning the stampeding of the horses of Com
pany H, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, stationed at that point. I learn from
the dispatch bearer, who was one of the herders, that the Indians num
bered from fifteen to seventeen. They came from toward the Arkansas
River, but might have come from up the Smoky Hill and simply secreted
themselves below the ranch to enable them to stampede the stock up the
river. The Indians tired upon the herders with arrows mostly ;

one only
hred with a lire-arm. The number of horses taken is from forty to forty-
five, with live mules belonging to the Kansas Stage Company. After
the Indians had driven the stock about a half a mile they appeared to
be in no hurry. The soldiers from the ranch pursued them on foot as
far as was any use, tiring upon them with their carbines, but had accom
plished nothing when the messenger left. I shall send a scout up the
Saline River to-morrow morning, as I think there is more possibility of

finding them on that stream than on the Smoky Hill. I shall go with
the scout myself and acquaint myself with the country and gain such
knowledge of the whereabouts of the Indians as possible. I would like
to have enough men to make a thorough search of this country, but you
are aware, general, that my company is but partially mounted and
poorly armed to hunt Indians, having only carbines. I would like to
have revolvers or sabers, or both. I have no transportation. It is my
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opinion that the Indians are determined to take all the stock in this

part of the country and mount themselves well before lighting- much.
The people here are alarmed about their stock. They are trying to raise
si squad to pursue the Indians up the Smoky while I go up Saline
River.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY BOOTH,

( apt. (-o. L, Elereuth Kanxatt Vol. Car., Comdy. Pout at Salina.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS.

[Inrlosure. |

SMOKY HILL CROSSING, August 7, 1864 n-a. m.

SIR: We have had all our horses stampeded this morning except
two, which the herders rode. They were taken at 7 a. in. while out

herding. There were about fifteen Indians in number, as near as 1

could judge. The horses were run directly up the Smoky.
W. II. STRUTHERS,

Seryeant, Company H, tic centh loica Cacalry, Coindy. Detachment.

HEADQUARTERS.
tialina, Auy-uxt 77, 186-f.

SIR: I have the honor to report the result of a scout made by myself
and twenty enlisted men of my command up the Saline River, a dis

tance of thirty- five or forty miles.

Sunday evening, August 7, 1804, I received a dispatch from Smoky
Hill Crossing stating that the horses of II Company, Seventh Iowa

Cavalry, had been stampeded and run off by a party of Indians. The
dispatch stated that the stock had been run north. I immediately
determined to proceed up the Saline River and intercept, if possible,
the thieving redskins. We started Monday morning with four days
rations; having no transportation we could carry no more. \Ve pro
ceeded up the south bank of Saline River, throwing out flankers on
each side to discover, if possible, traces of prowling bands of Indians.
We marched this day about twenty-three miles and camped about ;i

mile from the river to keep away from the timber, to guard against
Indians stampeding our stock. Tuesday morning we continued up the
river to the mouth of Klkhoru Creek, which we crossed and proceeded
up the westbank. This creek heads in toward the Smoky Hill and affords

a good place for Indians to resort to, as it is surrounded by high hills, is

well watered, and has good grass for that country. We followed this

creek to its head, scouting on both sides, but discovered no traces of
Indians. \Ve camped on the head of this stream Tuesday night. Wed
nesday morning we started south and struck the head of Clear Creek,
a branch of Smoky Hill, which we examined thoroughly but discov
ered nothing. We then turned east and came upon the headwaters of

Mulberry Creek, which stream we followed to Salina, where we arrived

Thursday evening, August 11, 18()4. The heads of the streams that run
into the Saline and Smoky Hill Rivers afford a good place for Indians
to rendezvous previous to making a descent upon any point east of
them. I don t think there is or has been any Indians on the south side
of Saline River within thirty-five miles of this place. 1 find upon my
return that a messenger came into this post on Monday evening (as per
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report) from the north side of Saline River, with a re])ort that four men
had been killed by Indians. The facts you will find in my report as
stated by Sergeant Reynolds, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, who accompanied
the scouting

1

party.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY BOOTH,

Capt. Company L, Eleventh Kama* Vol. Car., Comfly. Post.

^Major-General BLUNT.

(Copy to Major-General Curtis.)

AUGUST 9-15, 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas, with skirmishes.

REPORTS,
No. 1. Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U. S. Army, commanding District of Little

Rock.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews. I . S. Army, commanding Second Divis

ion, Seventh Army Corps.

No. H. Col. Abraham II. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

No. 1.

Report of ftriff.
Gen. Kityenc A. Carr, I . *S . Anny. comma iidittff

of Little l\ock.

HEADgfARTKRS DISTRICT OF LITTLE ROCK.
Little Rock, Ark.,

Record of combats, skirmishes, &c., in District of Little Rock, during
the fifteen days ending August 15, 1864:

Auf/uxt !&amp;gt;. Dispatch received from Colonel Clayton, commanding
Pine Bluff, states that his scouts captured li Confederates to-day.

Auyuxt 11. Dispatches received from Colonel Ryan, commanding
Lewisburg, states Captain Herring, while on ait eighteen days scout.

Veil County, killed the two Xewsom brothers. .

August IX. Dispatches received from Colonel Ryan, commanding
Lewisburg, states Lieutenant-Colonel Fuller, while on a scout to Clin

ton, Kinderhook, Richwoods, and Wiley s Cove, killed 1 and captured
12 of the enemy. Dispatch received from General Andrews, command
ing Devall s Bluff, states that a lieutenant and 12 men of the Fifty-
fourth Illinois Infantry, belonging to Hay Station, while going- after

water with wagon, were captured by a superior force and the lieuten

ant wounded. A party of Eleventh Missouri Cavalry was started out
after them, recaptured the lieutenant and men. killing l of the enemy
and captured - horses.

Auyuxt 13. Dispatch received from Col. A. II. Ryan, commanding
Lewisburg, says Captain Hinkle has just sent in 10 prisoners captured
near Galman [Quitimin ?].

On the llth instant Captain Dodd s company of independent scouts

ran in a camp Confederates near Saline River and routed them, killing

(5, wounding several, taking 2 prisoners, and capturing 1(5 horses, with

out sustaining any loss.

Auyuxt 11. Dispatch received from Colonel Ryan, commanding Lew
isburg, states that Captain Boles returned from scout to Dardanelle,
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Danville, &c.; bad two skirmishes with the enemy. Two of his men
wounded

;
killed 3, wounded 4 rebels, and brought in 3 prisoners. Cap

tain Blansel, of*Scott s company of bushwhackers, killed.

Respectfully submitted.

E. A. CARR,
Brigadier- General, Com nianding.

Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hilqrs. Dept. of Ark.. Little Rock, Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andreics, U. *S . Army, commanding
Second- J)irision, tie vent It Army Corps.

DEVALL S BLUFF, August 12, 1864 ,9 p. m.

Yesterday a lieutenant and twelve men of Fifty-fourth Illinois,

belonging to Hay Station nearest here, while returning to camp with
water, having a mule team, were surprised and captured, in the timber
about a mile from camp, by a superior number of bushwhackers. The
lieutenant was wounded. The teamster escaped. A party of the Elev
enth Missouri Cavalry was sent out, and recaptured the lieutenant and
the men, killed li of the enemy and captured _J horses.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt, C. IT. DYER.

Report of Col. Abraham II. Ryan, Third Arkansas Caralry (Tnion).

LEWlSBURa, August 11, ISfi-i 9 a. m.

Captain Boles returned last night from scout to Dardanelle, Dan
ville, and Bluffton; had two skirmishes, 2 of his men wounded.
Killed 3, wounded 4, and brought in 3 prisoners. Captain Blansel,
bushwhacker, of Scott s company, killed. No enemy in Perry and Yell
Counties except bushwhackers.

A. II. RYAN,
Colonel.

Capt. C. IT. DYER,
Assistant A djutant- General.

AUGUST 10-12. 1864, Scouts from Morganza, La., with skirmishes.

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. La trier, U. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS II. S. FORCES,
Moraanza, La., August 14, 1864.

CAPTAIN: On the 10th instant, at 9 p. m., I sent out detachments of

cavalry through all the parts of this parish. Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs,

Eighty-seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry, with 3oO men, marched

through the upper part of the parish, and a small regiment of
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infantry was sent to the La Tenache road, about three miles below

Williamsport, as a support to the cavalry. Colonel Crebs, in con

sequence of the celerity of his movements and his previous knowl

edge of the country, succeeded in capturing a rebel lieutenant,
named Collins, and 16 men. They were captured in different detach
ments, lie also captured 20 horses, about 18 pistols, and the same
number of Entield rifles, saddles, &c. Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs and
his party rode eighty miles in twenty-six hours. Our loss was
3 men wounded and - horses killed. Lieutenant-Colonel Gnrney,
Second New York Volunteer Veteran Cavalry, advanced through the

lower part of the parish with about 300 cavalry and a small regiment
of infantry as a support. The infantry halted at the Morgan s Ferry
road about eight miles from this place. Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney
captured 6 men, 12 horses, and 15 small-arms. Major Magoffin, C. S.

Army, a nephew of Ex-Governor Magoffin, of Kentucky, in attempting
to escape from our men, was mortally injured by a fall from his horse.

Lieutenant Slack, C. S. Army, was mortally wounded and has since

been reported dead. Our loss was 1 man wounded and 3 captured;
also 2 horses killed. Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney s expedition returned
to camp on the 12th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
M. K. LAVVLER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. S. C. FARKINGTON,

Acting Asaistant Adjutant- General .

AUGUST 11, 1864. Skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

No. 1. Maj. Edward \V. Wyukoop, First Colorado Cavalry.
No. 2. Lieut. Joseph A. Cramer, First Colorado Cavalry.
No. 3. Lieut. Horace W. Baldwin. Independent Battery Colorado Light Artillery,

commanding detachment First Colorado Cavalry.

No. 4. Lieut. Ira Quiiiby, First Colorado Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Mtij. Edward W. Wi/nkoop, Firxt Colorado Carairy.

FORT LVON, COLO. TER., August 13, 1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report, for the information of the colonel

commanding, that on the llth instant while my ordnance sergeant,

Keuyon, was a few miles north of this post in search of a stray horse,

he was pursued by lifteen Indians, they following him to within sight
of the commissary building. In ten minutes 1 had thirty men in the

saddle, and dividing them into two squads started them immediately
in pursuit. The detachments were respectively commanded by Lieu
tenants Cramer and Baldwin, copies of whose reports I inclose.

Toward night, after hearing that Lieutenant Cramer was lighting the

Indians, and receiving a message from him to the effect that he believed

there to be a very large body in his neighborhood on Sand Creek, I

hurriedly dispatched Lieutenant Qninby with thirty men to re-enforce

Lieutenant Cramer. In the meanwhile Company E, Captain Gray,



238 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Llil.

having arrived from Camp Wynkoop, I left them to garrison the post
and followed in person with a section of the battery, Lieutenant Hardin,
and a small detachment of cavalry, Captain Soule. I was accompanied
by Captain Robbins, chief of cavalry. It was very dark when I left

the post, and I had gone but a few miles when a thunder-shower arose,
making it impossible to know with any certainty what direction I was
proceeding. I still kept on, and after a march of over six hours suc
ceeded in finding Sand Creek; there halting the command I sent out
scouts and remained until daybreak. On account of having been
thrown considerably out of my course by the storm, I was unable to

find either Lieutenant Cramer or the whereabouts of the Indians. The
Indians are supposed to be Kiowas. There is a probability that they
are Arapahoes. At all events, it is my intention to kill all Indians I

may come across until I receive orders to the contrary from headquar
ters. Just as I was about leaving the post witli the above-mentioned
command two men were driven in by the Indians who were proceeding
up the river. L have received oflicial intelligence to the effect that

thirty men of Company A, First Cavalry of Colorado, have had a right
with a large body of Indians, near the crossing of the Arkansas, and
lost all their horses. A few days before that two men of Company A
were murdered while out alone; two men of Company E wrhileat Camp
Wynkoop are supposed also to have been murdered. 1 desire also to

report the fact that the carbines with which our regiment is armed are

absolutely worthless, it being impossible to discharge over two-thirds
of them. I am obliged to depend almost altogether on the pistol and
saber, and yon arcs aware that a large number of the men are without

pistols. I have no doubt that the post was surrounded by Indians for

the purpose of endeavoring to run off my herds, but so far I have

entirely baffled them, not having lost a single head. 1 will continue
to remain as vigilant as possible.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

K. VV. WYNKOOP,
Major F&amp;gt;rnt Car. of Colo.. Connla. Port Ltjon, Colo. Tcr.

J. S. MAY:SARD,
Acta. Asxt. Adjt. (fen.. Dint, of Colo., Denrcr, Colo. Tcr.

Report of Lieut. Joseph A. Cramer. Firxt Colorado Caralrif.

FONT LYON. COLO. TEE., August 12, 1864 .

SIR: In pursuance to Special Orders, No. ICO, dated at these head

quarters, Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., August 11, LStii, I started from this

post at 12 m., proceeding down the river a distance of four or five miles
and took a due north course for three miles, and there came in sight of

a band of Indians who were from tive to six miles in advance of us, they
going in a northeast direction. L immediately gave chase, and after a
race of fifteen or twenty miles I came up with them, fourteen in num
ber, who immediately turned and charged my command, and at the
same time endeavoring to get to our rear. At the time that the tight
commenced I had but six men; the rest, whose horses had failed, were
to our reaT, coming up as fast as possible. As soon as the rest of our
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men had joined us we advanced, driving them and following them four

miles, in which it was a running* light, resulting in wounding four
Indians and capturing one pony, with no loss on our side. I here sent
back a messenger to report the facts to you, and ask for instructions.
We were then twenty-live miles from the post: all of our horses given
out. After a rest of a few moments we went over on Sand Creek for

water, which we found in abundance; then followed on for twenty miles

farther, but were unable to get nearer than three quarters of a mile
of them. Our horses all gave out but three. Went into camp on Sand
Creek at an Indian crossing, where from 100 to 150 had crossed but an
hour or two before we arrived, their trail leading southeast. At 10 at

night there came up a very heavy rain-storm spoiling all our ammuni
tion, thereby obliging us to start for the post, where we arrived a little

after sunrise on the 12th, traveling a distance of ninety miles.

Allow me here to speak of the men who accompanied me, allot whom,
with one exception, behaved with coolness and bravery. I would more
particularly speak of Sergeant Forbes, Company D; Corporal Yakee,
Company D ;

and Sergeant Reed, of Company L, and recommend them
to your notice. Had we had good arms I am satisfied we could ha.ve

captured the whole band, but our carbines (Starr) were useless, only
two out of eleven that could be tired.

Respectfully submitted to Major Wyiikoop for approval.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. A. CRAMER,
Second Lieutenant Company (j. First Caralry of Colorado.

Maj. 1C. W. WYNKOOP.

Report of Lieut. Horace IT. Baldwin, Independent Battery Colorado Light
Artillery, commanding detachment First Colorado Cavalry.

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., August 12,

LIEUTENANT: 1 have the honor to report that in compliance with

Special Orders, ]S&quot;o. 1(50. dated Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., August
11, 18(54, 1 crossed the river at this post with a command of one non
commissioned officer and fifteen privates of K Squadron. First Cavalry
of Colorado. L proceeded down the river on the south side until I had
satisfied myself that the Indians had not crossed, and believing that 1

could render more effective service by crossing I crossed the -river

about twelve miles below this post and immediately took the trail of
the enemy. 1 followed this trail until about 4 p. m., when I met a

messenger from Lieutenant Cramer s command, who told me that by
riding five miles directly north I would find Lieutenant Cramer
engaged with the Indians. I made all haste in the direction named,
but failed to find Lieutenant Cramer. [ continued to travel in this
direction until it became so dark that I could not see an object at 100
feet distant. I was at this time near the lime bluffs on Sand Creek,
but believing that it would not be safe for me to camp with horses in

such condition I marched back to the lakes, ten miles from Sand
Creek, where I rested my stock about two hours. My men being very
poorly supplied with clothing, and having no rations, the night &quot;being

cold and rainy, 1 thought it advisable for me to return to this post and
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report again for orders. My men were in tlie saddle about eighteen
hours and rode within that time sixty-five miles. I arrived at this

post, about one hour before daylight August 11*. 1804.

Respectfully submitted.
HORACE W. BALDWIN.

Second Lieut., InfL Baity. Colo. Vol. Arty., Comely. Uetachment.

Lieut. W. W. DKXISON,
First Colorado Caralrii, Post Adjutant.

Xo. 4.

Report of Lieut. Ira (Jninhi/, Firxt Colorado Cavalry.

FORT LYON. COLO. TEK., Aityunt 12,

SIR: Agreeable To Special Orders, No. 1(&amp;gt;

(
J, dated Fort Lyon, Colo.

Ter., August 11, ordering me with twenty men of Company K, First

Cavalry of Colorado, to re-enforce, Lieutenant Cramer, I left this post
at 7.30 p. in. the llth and proceeded as 1 supposed in the direction he
had taken, but owing to the darkness of the night I lost my way, and
after wandering about until nearly midnight I camped until morning,
then started in the direction I supposed he had gone. After traveling
about fifteen miles 1 struck his trail returning to this post, upon which
I immediately returned. I did not see any Indians on the trip.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, votir obedient servant,
IRA QU1XBY,

First Lieut.. First Caralry of Colorado, Comdy. Company K.

Maj. E. W. WYNKOOP,
Commandiny Fort Lyon, Colo. Tcr.

AUGUST 11, 1864. Skirmish at Hartville, Mo.

Reports of Brig. Gen. John /&amp;gt;. Sanborn, U. S. Army, eommanditnj IHs-

. trict of /Southwest i\[iNnonri.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.. Aunust l. J. istii.

There was some fighting at Hartville on Thursday night between
the troops stationed at that post and rebel force supposed to be Tracy s

command, about LOO men: result is yet unknown. The rebel force

came from Texas County. A reconnaissance from Rolla to that county
would probably be attended with favorable results. ( olonel Freeman s

command is at Hickman Mills, on Strawberry, said to consist of 1,500
men, well armed and mounted. Shelby s headquarters on Monday last

were two miles north of Batesville. His command there said to amount
to 3,500 men. Colonel Dobbin called on him for re-enforcements this

day, representing that he was hard pressed by our troops between De
vall s Bluff and Helena. From the most reliable information I can get,
the force of the enemy that can reach my outposts without opposition
is as follows: General Shelby s, 3,500: Colonel Freeman s, 1.500; Majors
Nichols, Brown, Pickler, and Tracy. 700: aggregate, 7,i!00

| ?]._
The in

formation I have, concerning Marmaduke s command is conflicting as

to its position, some reports being that it is in the rear of General
Steele s lines, and some that it is in front. All these forces, I think,
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except Dobbin s and Marmaduke s, are likely to advance this fall if

they can subsist, and this they can do in roasting-ear time. I think
that ordinary prudence requires that one more battery should bo sta

tioned at Springfield for sixty days, until the last of October. Every
thing is quiet in the district, with the exception of the Hartville affair,

JOHN B. SANBORN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPRINGFIELD. Mo.. August 20, 1864.

The force on Cowskin Prairie proved to be three squadrons of

Adair s regiment, of Stand Watie s command, added to the bush
whackers. It has been driven from that section with a loss of 1 officer

and 4 nieii killed and gone to some point in the vicinity of Fort Smith.

The force that came near Hartville was Tracy s command and was

immediately driven back south, with a loss of i killed and .3 wounded.
Bands of from fifteen to thirty-five men (rebels) are nightly passing
south in unfrequented paths. Citizens and soldiers pursuing have

captured some horses, but as yet none of the men. They commit no

depredations more than to steal a horse now and then. Nearly all the

recruits and poorly armed men of General Shelby s command were at

or within one day s march of Batesville (north) last Sunday. Shelby
failed to re-enforce Dobbin in season to enable him to hold his position
and Dobbin retreated, losing 17 men killed and some prisoners and
horses. Dobbin received some 3.000 stand of arms across the Mississippi
River below Helena some two or three weeks since, with which the

recruits in Northern Arkansas are being armed. He also received

ammunition. Some of his line officers say that Little Rock is to be,

taken before any effort is made to advance into Missouri; others that he
is to advance anyway and before long. I think his plans and designs
will develop within the next two or three weeks. The enemy s move
ments known here now would seem to indicate an attack upon Little

Rock or our lines of communications to it. Everything is quiet in the

district.

JOHX B. SANBOKX.
Com mandiny JJistrict,

Maj. O. 1). GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant-Genera I,

AUGUST 11-13, 1864. Expedition from Helena to Kent s Landing, Ark.

Report of (. apt. Eli Ramsey. Sixtieth I . S. Colored

HELENA, ARK., August 11, lMi-i.

SIR : 1 have the honor to report the progress and result of a scout

under my command, composed of four commissioned officers and sev

enty-five men of the Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry and six men from

Battery C, Second U. S. Colored Light Artillery. Embarked on board
steamer II. A. Hoineyer at 5.30 p. in. llth instant; arrived at Kent s

Landing at 10.30 p. in. Leaving ten men under charge of a lieutenant

to guard the boat, I proceeded with my command to the plantation

10 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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occupied by a Mr. Miller, at which place L expected to find two desert
ers from Battery C, Second U. S. Colored Light Artillery, but they,
having heard us while effecting a landing, made their escape.
Thence we marched to the place of Mr. Nash for the purpose of cap
turing a rebel soldier by the name of Bell. He having made his

escape, and the night being exceedingly dark and rainy, I allowed the
men to rest till daylight, when we marched to Mr. Short s, but finding
nothing we returned to the boat, having accomplished nothing, save

taking four horses. At 4 p. m. 12th instant got under way and went
up the river to Harnlhrs. Sent the guides and one lieutenant,
mounted, to obtain what information they could. They ascertained
that there was a force of rebels within seven miles, variously estimated
from 200 to 300, and that their object in that neighborhood was to

co-operate witli a force in Mississippi in crossing over arms and ammu
nition into Arkansas, at the head of Buck Island. On learning this I

run up to the island and anchored out in the stream until daylight,
when I got under way for Helena, stopping at Mr. Diamond s and
Miller s, where I succeeded in capturing the two deserters aforemen
tioned. Arrived at Helena 1) p. in. 13th instant, having taken during
the expedition horses, 3 mules, and 7 head of cattle. The roads
were in very bad condition, and it rained almost continually, and it

was impossible, under the circumstances, to accomplish more.
ELI RAMSEY.

Captain, Sixtieth ( . A . Colorctl [nfantry. Commanding ticout.

AUGUST 11-19, 1864. Operations in Johnson County, Mo., with skirmish

(12th) near Holden.

Report of Capt. Melville U, Foster, Mvrentli Missouri Xfatr Militia

Cavalry.

HOLDEX. Mo., A
n&amp;lt;/

UN f :J/&amp;gt;.

I have the honor to make tri-monthly report of marches, scouts, &c..

of troops under my command, as follows:

August 11, took Lieutenant Marr and twenty men; went on scout to

Walnut Creek; found nothing. Returned on the 13th
;

traveled fifty
miles. Same day Lieutenant Pharis, with fifteen men of Company C,
went on foot scout north on Blackwater. Returned on the 13th, having
discovered nothing; traveled thirty miles.

August 12. Corporal Adams, with ten men Company (J. in charge of

forage train, encountered Hutchinsoifs gang, eight in number, at

Lotspeich s; had lively skirmish; captured ~&amp;gt; guns.
August 10, took Lieutenant Marr and thirty men; went to Norris

Creek; found nobody; went to Honey Creek; saw three bushwhackers;
ran them out of their huts. Returned on the 19th; traveled seventy
miles. Same day Captain Baker and Lieutenant Combs, with thirty

men, drove Panther and Walnut Creeks; traveled thirty miles.

August 17, Lieutenant Pharis, with twenty-five men, was sent in

pursuit of the gang that burned the stage. Could not find them.
Returned on the 18th; traveled forty miles.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
MELL. U. FOSTER,

( apta -in. Commanding.
Lieut. J.N. PKXXOCK,

Adjt. 7th Rc(jt. Car. Missouri State Mil., Wanrnabun/. Mo,
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AUGUST 11-OCTOBER 28, 1864. Operations against Indians in Nebraska

Territory, with skirmish (September 20) near Fort Cottonwood.

No. 1. I&amp;gt;ri-. Gen. Robert 15. Mitchell, V. S. Army, commanding District ol Ne

braska.

Xo. &quot;2. Lieut. Thomas Flanagan. Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding detach

ment of artillcrv.

Report of Urif/. ITCH. Itnbert /&amp;gt;. Mitchell. U. .V. Army, com man (liny Dis
trict o

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,
Omaha, Febr. Tcr., October 14, 186-1.

MAJOR: J have the honor to transmit herewith a journal* of the

operations of the troops -under my command after leaving cam]) at
Chalk Bluffs, on Solomon River, (September 8, 18(14, until September 24,

1SG4, at which time active operations ceased. Subsequent to the time
of the operations as detailed in the journal inclosed my movements
were conducted over a country so well known to the military that I

did not deem a journal necessary, and therefore submit the following
synopsis of my movements: I remained at (Jottomvood two days to

recruit the horses and secure the necessary supplies, marching at sun

down, September 17, 18(54, up the IMatte River, intending if possible to

strike a band of Brule Sioux in the neighborhood of Ash Hollow, pro
ceeding without anything of interest occurring until arriving at the old
California Crossing, where I met a small baud of Ogalalla Sioux under
the guidance of Two Face, who has been our friend from the first. \

gave these Indians protection, sending them to Cotton wood. I crossed
the river at this point, moving as rapidly as possible to Ash Hollow,
and through that across the North Platte on the Little Blue. We were
too late, however, as the Indians had fled northwest through the Sand
Hills to the headwaters of the Loup Fork or Niobrara Rivers. Their
trails were all pointing that way. I ordered Captain O Brien, witli his

company and one howitzer, up the Blue, and moved down the North
Platte with the remainder of my command, proceeding with as much
rapidity as practicable with the worn-out condition of my horses to

Cedar Bluffs, finding no Indians. From there 1 moved toward Cotton-

wood, arm-ing at that post September 24, having marched in the aggre
gate since leaving that post 212 miles, seeing no hostile Indians save
an occasional scout. I was satisfied that farther pursuit for the present
was useless. I immediately placed my troops at suitable points along
the lines of communication between Julesburg and the Kansas line,

with orders to patrol in such a manner as to thoroughly protect the
route and yet enable them to put their horses in condition for a rapid
march after hostile Indians should opportunity offer. The Pawnees
were ordered home and the rolls containing their accounts sent to your
headquarters for action. I returned to these headquarters as soon as
I felt satisfied my orders were being carefully carried out.

I am, major, vour obedient servant,
EGBERT B. .MITCHELL,

Brigadier- (fenera I, Cf&amp;gt;m ma-ndinn.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT. .

Assistant Adjutant-ti-eneral, Department of Kansa-x.

-

Omitted.
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Report of Lieut. Thornan Flanagan. /Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, com

manding detachment of artillery.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANS., November
,
1864.

SIR: In compliance with your communication of October 31, 1864, I

herewith transmit my report of expedition after hostile Indians:
I left Fort Leavenworth, Ivans., on the llth of August, 1864, with

two pieces of artillery and thirty-five men for Omaha, Nebr. Ter. At
Plattsmonth I was ordered to disembark on account of the low stage
of water and proceed by land to Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter. I left Platts

month August 17, traveling on what is called the ridge road, but water
is so scarce the animals had to be watered with buckets; wood is also

scarce, but grass is good. About forty miles west of Plattsmouth I

saw the rirst indications of alarm amongst the settlers on account of

the Indian troubles. I met about 200 men, women, and children leav

ing their houses and their all behind them for fear of their hostilities.

I advised them to return, but their terror was too great to allow them
to do so. I found the houses on the road all deserted and the fences

carried away by passing trains. Those people were, in my opinion,

very foolish for leaving, as there was not an Indian to be seen in that
section of the country. If they had stopped, collected together, and
built a fort on some stream and placed their families there, there would
have been no occasion for their leaving and having their property
destroyed. I arrived at .Junction Branch, on the Platte River, August
22, 1864. Here the three roads from Plattsmonth join the river road,
the ridge road, and the lower road. Here I would note and recommend
the lower road as much preferable for traveling to either of the other-

two. At this point, forty miles east of Kearny, there is an abundance
of wood and a plentiful supply of good water and grass. August 24,

arrived at Fort Kearny, having traveled the distance of 212 miles in

seven days. Here I found Major-General Curtis and Brigadier-General
Mitchell organizing and making arrangements for an expedition against
hostile Indians.

I left Fort Keariiy September 1 with the command for Plum Creek,
thirty- five miles west of Kearuy; arrived there at sundown that even

ing. The road is level along the Platte Bottom, with good grass and
water. About half a mile east of Plum Creek are the graves of eleven

men, murdered by the Indians on the 8th of August, and the remains
of a train they had burned. The number of guns having been increased
to five pieces, by one from Saint Joseph, and two at Kearny, two
pieces were ordered to report to Captain (love, commanding General
Curtis escort. One piece was ordered to report to Colonel Livingston,
commanding First Nebraska Veteran Volunteer Cavalry, and I was
ordered to report to Colonel Summers, commanding Seventh Iowa Cav
alry, with two pieces and a detachment of sixteen men. September 3,
left Plum Creek and marched in a southwest direction about forty miles,
and camped on the Republican River. No wood on the line of this

day s march, but good grass and water when we reached the Repub
lican. Crossed the river next morning: crossing bad in consequence of

quicksands. Saw where a party of Sioux Indians had camped about
ten days previous. Scouts were immediately sent out, but failed to

discover in what direction they had gone. We then marched up a
cariori lor about two miles in length, in some places so narrow that a

wagon had scarcely room to go through. The hills around here are
barren of everything but buffalo grass, which is of a whitish color,
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This grass is good for liorses, but so sliort that considerable time is

required to collect a sufficient supply for any considerable number of
animals. September 4, we encamped on a creek called Crooked Nose
by the Indians; good grass, wood, and water here. Pawnee Indians
who accompanied the command as guides and scouts killed some
buffalo. As yet we had not discovered any of the hostile Indians.

September 5, marched at 7 a. m., having sent out a pioneer party to make
crossings for the wagons and artillery. Camped on the Beaver Creek
that night, which is a nice stream with plenty of wood, water, and grass.
While here Maj. li. H. Hunt was sent out with a detachment of cav

alry and one piece of artillery to look out for Indians. September &amp;lt;&amp;gt;,

moved to Prairie Dog Creek; here Maj. 11. II. Hunt and his command
joined us, having during the previous evening and to-day traveled
over 100 miles of the country, but saw no Indians, lie found an
Indian pony, and saw other signs of them, without discovering them.

September 7, reached Solomon s Fork. It is a splendid stream, good
wood, grass, and water; from here Captain Wilcox, Seventh Iowa Cav
alry, was sent out with nis company on scout, and here the command
was divided, General Curtis taking the First Nebraska Veteran Volun
teer Cavalry, one company Nebraska militia, and a detachment of the
Eleventh Ohio Cavalry and one company Eleventh Kansas Cavalry;
General Mitchell taking the Seventh Iowa Cavalry and two pieces of

artillery and Indian scouts. September 8, General Curtis marched
east, and General Mitchell west, to whose command I was attached.
We marched up Solomon s Fork about twenty miles; here we encam]H d
waiting the return of Captain Wilcox s command, which joined us
that evening; he saw no Indians, but .saw signs; found the place where
a large body of them had encamped but a short time previous-. Cap
tain Wilcox reports to have seen wagon tracks and white men s foot

prints in the sand. September 9, marched in the direction of Medicine

Lake, which is about forty miles south of Cottonwood Springs. One
of the scouts reported this a favorite place for Indians. September 10,
started out at 4 a. in., marched in a northwesterly direction about forty
miles, and camped on Prairie Dog Creek, about thirty-six miles above,
where the command had previously crossed; good grass, wood, and
water. September 11, marched to Beaver Creek, traveling in a north
west direction. September 12, encamped on Crooked Nose Creek; saw
a few buffalo, did not kill any. The horses were now getting into a

poor condition from the necessarily long marches and the want of corn.
The want of picket-ropes was greatly against the cavalry, who had none,
and was soon apparent on their animals. They took their horses out to

graze for two or three hours in the evening after they came into camp
from a hard day s march, then tied them up to a rope stretched from one

wagon wheel to another for the night; this was all they got until next

evening. I had lariats for all my horses, and they were all the time in

a serviceable condition. September 13, marched to Republican Itiver

and camped just below the mouth of Medicine Lake Creek. Captain
Murphy, of Seventh Iowa Cavalry, was ordered out from this point
with his command on scout. September 14, moved camp to Medicine
Lake Creek. It is a stream about ten yards wide, with about four feet

depth; the banks high, rocky, and precipitous; good fish in this river.

Laid over here until the 14th, until Captain Murphy s command joined
us, and to give the horses rest. Captain Murphy joined us 14th with
his command; saw no Indians on his scout. September 15, started on
march very early this morning; had marched about ten miles when the
scouts came charging back, and reported Indians in our front. The
general ordered a charge, but as soon as we came in sight of the sup-



246 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [OHAP. LIU.

posed Indians they turned out to be an independent company of Colo
rado rangers, hunting Indians like ourselves. September 16, camped on
Medicine Lake. This is a favorite place for Indians to winter their stock.

We saw a great many eottonwood trees that had been cnt down by the

Indians, the bark&amp;gt;of the small limbs being eaten by their ponies when
the grass is covered with snow. The lake is small, with high hills

around it. The stream that runs from the lake runs in a southeast di

rection, until it empties itself into the Republican. There is good wood,
grass, and water at the lake, and all along the stream. September 17,
marched to Fort Cottonwood, Xebr. Ter.

;
arrived at that post about

10 p. in. The country to the back of Cottonwood is barren. Remained
here until September 19. Marched at sundown up the river. L was
taken sick and did not accompany the command. September 20,

remained at Cottonwood sick. A party of eight soldiers was sent out

to-day to look for plums for sick in hospital ; while on this duty they were

surprised by a party of Indians sixty to seventy in number; four of

them were killed, and their bodies found next day mangled in a horrible

manner; the remainder made their way back to camp. This occurred
about three miles from camp, and the men belonged to the Seventh Iowa .

The commanding officer sent out a company in wagons to follow their

trail until the next day, but the country became so broken they had
to return, unable to proceed ; they were unsuccessful. If they had been
mounted they would certainly have overtaken them. This company
found three ponies dead where the soldiers encountered the Indians
the day previous, and it is almost certain some of the Indians were
killed, (ieneral Mitchell returned with his command to Cottonwood

September 26. The artillery was left at Cottonwood; I took charge,
and remained with the same; and had the horses all reshod. A great
many reports reach us of depredations committed by the Indians.

Troops are stationed all along the line from Plum Creek to Julesburg,
at distances of fifteen miles apart, chiefly to escort the mail. October

12, received orders from Colonel Livingston, commanding Sub-District
of Nebraska, to turn over the guns and equipments in my possession
to the commanding officer at Fort Cottonwood, and to report with

my detachment to my company headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, and
started at 4 o clock that evening, and reached (rillmaifs Ranch, fif

teen miles east of Cottonwood, where we encamped for the night. Oc
tober 13, met the coach about 10 a. in. Were told by the passengers
that the Indians attacked them the evening previous about sundown,
wounding one soldier and one civilian passenger; that afternoon saw
an Indian standing on a hill, and in about ten minutes after we first

observed him about fifty or sixty Indians came charging out of the hill

toward us. I immediately ordered the wagons to halt, brought the men
into line, nineteen in number, when the Indians, seeing our force,
halted for about five minutes, and then charged back to the hills. There
were but seven revolvers amongst the whole party, and without other
arms we retired to an old stable on the road and quite near to us. Here
remained all night ready to defend ourselves if attacked. About 10

o clock that night four soldiers of the First Xebraska Veteran Volun
teer Cavalry came galloping down the road, and reported that the,

Indians had attacked a detachment of their company who were in the
hills on scout after Indians, and advised us to keep a strict watch and
be ready, as there was great danger. The soldiers were on their way to

Plum Creek for re-enforcements. We passed the night without any
attack, and on October 14 reached Plum Creek, and found all the troops
out after the Indians, with one piece of artillery. October 15, reached
Fort Kearnv and remained there until the 20th. Here we drew mus-
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kets and ammunition sufficient for our protection and defense, and
started for Fort Leavemvorth on the 20th. Found all the ranches on
the Little Blue burned, and to the best of my opinion the owners of
these ranches are with the Indians. There was plenty of wood and
water on my route between Kearny and Fort Leavenworth. Made the

trip in eight davs and a half, arriving
1 at the fort on the evening

1 of the
28th of October, 1804.

In my judgment the best time and manner to hunt Indians is to start

about the middle of May, leave all wagons behind, take mules and pack
them; a mule will carry from 2/50 to 300 pounds; then they can go over
the same ground that the Indians do, get on their trail and follow it up
until they are caught. In the summer of 1800 four companies of the
Fourth [First] U. S. Cavalry, commanded by Major Sedgwick, started
from Fort Kiley, Kans., after Kiowas, but could not overtake the Indi
ans on account of their being encumbered with wagons; so they left

their wagons at Fort Larned and started with pack-mules. The result
was that the Indians were overtaken in twenty-five days on the head
waters of the Smoky Hill River, and gave them a severe thrashing.
As to the utility of artillery my opinion is not favorable. The In

dians fight so scattered and are so seldom found in solid bodies, that

artillery cannot be effective. The least possible incumbrance is neces

sary to rapid movements; and the arrangements which facilitate such
movements will most nearly approach success.

The country through which we passed this summer has a great same
ness. This country has a greater altitude than here, and in the high
lands is comparatively barren. No grass, wood, or water is to be found
of any consequence, except on the creek bottoms, and back from there

nothing grows but buffalo grass. The land is also very broken, with

deep ravines leading into the streams; and in traveling through the

country it is necessary to take one of the ridges to get to the streams.
The expedition, although not encountering Indians in numbers, nor

accomplishing any great defeat or startling surprises, is not without its

effect. The expedition itself will show the determination of the Gov
ernment to punish them for thieving and murder. And our movements,
although rapid, failing to discover them, show how much they were in

fear of us, as the country through which we passed was almost cleared
of them; they receded as we advanced, and, on the whole, the expedi
tion will have a moral and I trust a lasting iniiuenee.

1 have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant.

THOS. FLAXAdAX,
IxtLh u-t. Co. M. Kith h anx. Vol. Car.. Comdy. Detach, of Poxt Arty.

( apt. D. J. CKAIGIE.
Adjutant- (rv-Hmilt J&amp;gt;int. of Xortli /{anna.*.

AUGUST 12, 1864. Affair in the San Andres Mountains, N. Mex.

Report of (
/&amp;gt;t. Henry A. Greene. First California Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS FORT McEAE,
District of Fort Craiy. X. Mex., August 13, 1864.

SIE: I have the honor to inform yon that pursuant to information
received from you by special express, dated llth instant, I mounted
one officer and fifteen men and proceeded in search of the Indians who
had been committing depredations. Other parties sent from this post
at the same time scoured the .Jornada to San Diego Crossing. Pro-
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(.ceding with my party I took an easterly direction toward the San
Andres Mountains. About thirty- live miles from the post I found the

trail of the Indians apparently two days old. Proceeding on this trail

I overtook the Indians and stock shortly after sundown on the 12th

instant. Taking advantage of the darkness the Indians made their

escape. They had probably seen us coining from a distance. They
left in our hands some 5,000 head of sheep, 3 burros, and 1 horse. I

saw signs of a number of mules having passed one or two days pre

viously. I returned to this post on the 13th instant. I am informed

by the owner of the captured stock that it was captured from him some
thirteen days previously. Had timely notice been given I have no
doubt but what the mules would have been recovered and the Indians
chastised. I am patrolling the road to San Diego Crossing and assure

you that Indians with stock cannot pass me unmolested.
I have the honor to be. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hi A. GKEENE,
Captain. Fir#t fn.fty. California Fo/.v., Commanding Post.

Lieut. Col. C. E. BENNETT,
First Car. Cal. Voln.. Comrty. Dist. of Fort

Crai&amp;lt;j.
X. M&amp;lt;-.i\

[Indorsement.]

IlEADljTARTERS DISTRICT OF FORT CRAIG-,
Auf/ust 1~&amp;gt;,

7SY&amp;gt;7.

On the night of the llth at I araje I learned of this Indian attack.

I immediately sent an order to Major Greene to take his departure
with his command in pursuit of the depredators. The express left

Paraje at 10 p. m. Before daylight the next morning Major Greene
and command were in pursuit of these Indians. As usual with Major
Greene he was successful. His promptness and energy entitle him and
his command to great praise.

Respectfully,
C. E. BENNETT,

Li-wit. Col. First Cavalry California Vols., Comma-nfHng.

AUGUST 12-16, 1864. Scout on the Fort Union road, near Fort Garland,
Colo. Ter.

Report of Ca.pt. CliarU s Kerber, First Colorado Caralry.

FORT GARLAND, COLO. TER., Auamt 22, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that I started from this post on the
12th instant with four men of my squadron, under the guidance of

Thomas Thagan, to intercept a party of guerrillas hunted by Lieutenant

Sharp and Marshall Hunt. 1 struck from here for the head of the

Cucharas, and followed that river down to the Fort Union road, looking
for traces, but without result. The first day I traveled sixty-five miles.

On the 13th I followed along the Fort Union road to the Apishapa, then
struck northeast to Captain Craig s ranch, on the Huerfano; traveled

forty-two miles. On the 14th I marched up the lluerfano to the Fort
Union route and found that two guerrillas had been at the ranch of a
Frenchman living on the crossing about two hours before I arrived
there. Both guerrillas, one of them a tall man and the other a middle-
sized man, had no hats, but bought two hats, pants, boots, &c., also a

half of a hog there. They said that they had nothing to eat for the last

two days. It was about 3 p. m. when I arrived at the ranch. I had trav-
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eled already thirty miles. I took up the trace of those men, but it took
Thomas Thagan a long- time to trace these fellows out in the bushes,
but at an hour before sunset we got on the prairie; then we galloped
for about fifteen miles on their trace across the prairie, but they reached
the Cedars before we arrived there, as it was night. I camped fifteen

miles above the Union road-crossing of the Cucharas without fire and
without unsaddling. On the loth I started five miles back on my trail

to take up the trace of the Texans again, and found that we camped
that night about a mile apart. The guerrillas camped under a rock

upon a high hill, and then they followed along the rocky reach up the
( ucharas. We had to lead our horses most of the time, and the tracing-
was very difficult amongst those rocks. Once, though, we have been
so close to them that we heard them call each other, and we had all

our arms Beady to shoot when they disappeared again amongst those

pinons and rocks. Here Thagan lost their trace altogether. I had to

give up the chase for that day because wehad had nothing to eat from the
time we left Craig s ranch. I struck Colonel Francisco s ranch, where
we got coffee and bread. On that evening J found out that two Amer
icans were seen half way between Cucharas and Huerfano, sailing for

the mountains in a great hurry. On the 10th I gave Thomas Thagan
three men and I took one with me and took up the chase again. We
found the trace, but those scoundrels took the highest and most rocky
mountains I ever traveled over, and I had to give up the ehajse again.
On that evening I returned to this post. The following

1

day I started

out a fresh party, but with still less success.

In those few days 1 traveled over 220 miles, with two days rations

in our saddle-bags, and very bad forage for our horses. If I was not
so happy as to catch those scoundrels, so have I, though, the consola

tion that I made them run for their lives.

Finally, I must request to be supplied so soon as possible with car

bine ammunition and some few thousand of percussion caps. My
requisitions are sent in long ago, but up to this date not filled.

I am. captain, very respectfully, your most obedient,
CHARLES KERBER,

Captain, First Cavalry of Colorado.

Capt. J. C. ANDERSON,
Actiny Assistant Adjutant-General, .Denver.

AUGUST 12-16, 1864. Operations in Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo., with
skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Brig. Gen. Clinton ]&amp;gt;. Fisk, V. S. Army, commanding District of North

Missouri.

No. 2. Col. Edwin C. Catherwood. Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 3. Maj. John Grimes, Fifty-first Infantry Enrolled Missouri &quot;Militia.

No. 4. Lieut. Isaac N. Henry, Forty-fourth Missouri Infantry.

Reports ofBriu. Gen. Clinton B. FixJi, U. 8. Army, commanding District

of North Missouri.

SAINT JOSEPH, Mo., August 13, 1864.

Bill Anderson s guerrillas, numbering about 100, attacked Captain
Colley s company of Ray County Militia at Fredericksburg, Hay
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County, last night. A desperate conflict ensued, in which several of
the guerrillas and Captain Colley and -4 of his men were killed. The
Sixth [Missouri] Cavalry Veterans are pursuing Anderson, who is

reported between Kuoxville and Kingston this p. in. I am concentrat

ing force at Hamilton to join in the hunt.
CLINTON B. FISK,

l

Col. (). I). GREENE,
^1 gfiixta n t Adjuta nt- Genera I.

SAINT JOSEPH, August 23, 1864.

I have the honor to report successful expeditions against the guer
rillas of this district. Detachments of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry
Volunteers, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Third Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, First Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, and Sixth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia Veterans, aided by militia on duty in the river

counties, have during the past week vigorously pursued and fought the

guerrillas under Perkins, Holtzclaw, Cy. Gordon, Taylor, and other

guerrilla chieftains. Thirty-five bushwhackers have been killed. We
have lost li men killed and 8 wounded. Our parties have taken no

prisoners, and are still in the chase.
CLINTON B. FISK,

/yriyadtrr- Genera I.

Major-General ROSECRANS,

Reports of Col. Edwin C. Cat her/rood, Si.rth Missouri Mate Militia

Cavalry.

LIBERTY, August 13, 1864.

Captain Colley with about twenty Kay County Militia was attacked
last night at Fredericksburg by Bill Anderson with seventy men.

Captain Colley and 4 of his men were killed. I have several squads
after them. They will not tight my men if they can possibly get off.

My horses are terribly run down. I do not want to press horses with
out positive orders.

E. C. CATHEKWOOD,
Co Ion el. Comm and!n a.

General FISK.

HEADQUARTERS TROOPS IN THE FIELD,
Liberty, Mo.. Attanst 17, 1864.

GENERAL: Since my telegram of the 1,5th instant nothing of note-

has transpired. 1 returned yesterday from a chase after Bill Anderson
and his gang. We followed nearly to the Carroll line, and as there

were some 200 Ray County militia in close pursuit and far ahead of me,
and getting farther every hour, I sent dispatch to the commanding offi

cer to pursue them and returned. My stock is entirely worn down,
having been on the go ever since we came, and were in very poor con
dition when we received them at Saint Louis.

This section of the country is entirely free from bushwhackers. I

have not heard of the presence of one for four days.
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I called iu all the citizens of the county and swore them into the serv

ice under General Orders, Xo. 107, and have sent them to their homes
to act as scouts and informants. Ff you desire it I can send 100 men
into Carroll County to clean it out. They killed quite a number of the

Enrolled Missouri Militia in Kay County, but invariably on the ap
proach of any of my men would run. Being so very much better

mounted than 1 am, they generally escaped.
1 am informed that Captain Taylor is positively dead. I have his

horse and equipments. We have also captured some of the horses,

arms, and equipments lost by the Colorado men while here.

I have positive information that Thrailkill is very dangerously
wounded shot in the neck. A Union lady dressed his wound on Fri

day night last. There are several of them wounded and hidden through
the county. Some have been taken to Platte. 1 think Thrailkill is in

Platte. lie was taken north and west of here the night mentioned.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. C. CATHERWOOD,
Colonel, Co inma ndinff.

Brig. Gen.C. 15. FISK,
District of Xorth

Reports of Ma). John (irinien, Fif1i)--fin&amp;lt;t Infantry Enrolled
Militia.

HEADQUARTERS.
Richmond, Mo., August Li,

GENERAL: Immediately upon assuming command [ sent Capt. M. T.

Keal with part of Company B, Fifty-first Regiment Enrolled Missouri

Militia, to take up a position at Pleasant View, Kay County, Mo., and

Capt. Patten Colley, with Company E, Fifty-tirst liegiment Enrolled
Missouri Militia, to -take up a position at Fredericksbnrg, in Ray
County, instructing them to co-operate with each other and to keep
the country bordering upon the line between Kay and Clay thoroughly
scoured. On the llth instant Captain Colley was informed by his

pickets that a body of bushwhackers were in the vicinity of his camp.
He immediately started out in pursuit with a scout of twenty men.
About four miles south of Fredericksburg he was drawn into ambush,
and after a desperate engagement, lasting thirty minutes, his command
was overpowered and dispersed. Captain Colley and 4 of his men
were killed; the rest of his men arrived in camp the next day. Be
lieving that the enemy would make an effort to pass through the

county, 1 immediately sent a messenger to Lieutenant Baker, at Knox-
ville, who had under his command a part of Company B, Fifty-first

Regiment, and a part of Company C, Fourth Provisional Regiment
Enrolled Missouri Militia, under command of Lieutenant McKown, and
ordered him to move down the Knoxville road toward Richmond and
attack the enemy wherever found, or form a junction with Capt. C.

Tiffin, whom I sent immediately on the morning of the loth instant
with parts of Company C, Fourth Provisional Regiment Enrolled Mis
souri Militia, and Company F. Fifty-first Regiment Enrolled Missouri
Militia, under command of Lieutenant Rolston, to a point six miles
northwest of Richmond, to follow upon the trail of the enemy, and. if

possible, drive them in the direction of Lieutenant Bakers command.
The skirmish near Fredericksburg took place at 5 p. in. on the 12th in

stant. At 10 a. m. the next day the enemy passed six miles northwest
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of Richmond. At thirty minutes past 10 a. m. they crossed the Knox-
ville road nine miles north of Richmond, going: east, halting- but a few
minutes at 12 in. northeast of Richmond, and then proceeding- in a south
eastern direction; arrived at Moberly s Landing-, in Carroll Comity, at
10 p. m., traveling forty miles during- the day. Captain Tiffin pro
ceeded in pursuit with all possible dispatch and formed a junction with
Lieutenant Baker at John Garner s, on the Knoxville road, nine miles
north of Richmond. 1 have received no official dispatch from Captain
Tiffin, but am informed through other sources that he was in live

miles of the enemy on the morning of the 14th instant, and in hot pur
suit. The enemy in passing through the county murdered three sol

diers one returning from his home to Richmond, and two bearing a

dispatch to Lieutenant Baker and one citizen, burnt one house, stole

a number of horses, and committed a number of other depredations.
The enemy were under the command of Captain Anderson, and num
bered between IK) and 100 men. They are reported to have lost 4 men
in the skirmish near Fredericksburg.
The loss of Captain Colley is much to be deplored; he was a brave

and energetic officer and has contributed greatly both as a citizen and
a soldier to the furtherance of the Union cause in our county.
When the scout returns I will report the result.

Yours, respectfully,
JOHN CRIMES,

Major, Comdy. Fifty-first ficat. 1-ln rolled Missouri Militia.

Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FLSK.

HEADQUARTERS,
Richmond, Mo., August AS, 1864.

On the evening of the Kith instant the scout in pursuit of the band
of bushwhackers under the command of the notorious Anderson, and
referred to in my first report, returned to camp at Richmond. Captain
Tiffin, after leaving Moberly s Landing on the morning of the 14th

instant, continued the pursuit as rapidly as his jaded horses and
exhausted men would admit of. The Carroll County militia united
their forces with his, swelling his command to about 250 men. On
Sunday, the 14th instant, about 12 o clock, he came up with the enemy
on the east side of Wakenda Prairie, where they had taken up a posi
tion in a dense body of timber and undergrowth. After a desperate
engagement, lasting about thirty minutes, the enemy were driven from
the ground and continued their retreat to Grand River, which they
crossed at Rocky Ford. Our loss was 4 killed and &amp;lt;&amp;gt; wounded. The
loss of the enemy was much greater. There is every reason to believe
that their leader, Anderson, is either dead or mortally wounded.

Yours, respectfully,
JOHX GRIMES,

Major, Commanding, &c.

General C. B. FISK,

Xo. 4.

Report of Lieut, fsnac N. Hairy, Forty-fourth Missouri Infantry.

HAMILTON. Mo., August 11, 1864.

DEAR SIR: 1 have just returned from a scout after a band of guer
rillas in Ray County. You have no doubt had fabulous dispatches
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from various persons in regard to said guerrillas, and by persons, too,

who have remained at some distant post from them. Now, sir, I was
after them, saw their tracks, and the victims of their butcheries, and
therefore I will give yon nothing but facts; hence I proceed: On last

Friday Capt. P. Colley, of the Ray County Enrolled Missouri Militia,

and about twenty of his men was attacked by L 50 guerrillas under

Anderson, Chestnut, and Taylor, at Fredericksburg, in Ray County,
which resulted in the killing of Capt. P. Colley and 4 of his men, and
the wounding of several more. Colley was one of the best captains in

the Enrolled Missouri Militia of Ray County. The guerrillas lost

killed and several wounded, when Colley s men were overpowered and
had to retreat to Richmond for safety, &c. The guerrillas then left

Fredericksburg in a northeasterly direction, crossing the State road

leading from Hamilton to Richmond, about four miles south of Knox-

ville, where they captured two militiamen, viz, Samuel Forseen and
Daniel Vansant, who were bearing dispatches to Richmond to Copper
head Major Grimes, commanding Ray County Militia. They killed both

of these men, cutting Forseen s throat from ear to ear and then scalped
him. They also killed James Maupin, a citizen militiaman; they shot

him in his wagon. They robbed several citizens, stole a good many
horses in their course, and then struck off in a southeasterly course,

crossing East (Fork of) Crooked River at Keal s Mills, about two miles

and a half south of Millville. Ray County, Mo.; thence to Shaw s Shop
and on in the direction of the Missouri River, at the mouth of the VVa-

Uenda or Shanghai, town in Carroll County. They passed Shaw s

Shop on Saturday (yesterday) about 2 p. m., where Captain Tiffin and
Lieutenant Baker, with a little over 100 men, were about two hours

behind them; since when 1 have not heard anything reliable from

them. On Saturday (yesterday) there was a public meeting in Kings
ton to encourage recruiting for the twelve months 1

service. When the

report of the above guerrillas was reported Captain Fortune had the

greater portion of his company in town and with the citizens present
we were able to raise about eighty men. Well, we all got on the march
after said guerrillas. I was put in the command of the advance. I

started in pursuit of said guerrillas and marched about eight miles,

when, lo! I found 1 had only three men besides myself on said scout,

Fortune having marched about four miles, when he returned to town

(Kingston) and has there remained ever since. I went ahead with my
three men until I ascertained all of the foregoing facts, &c.

General, would it not be a good idea to issue an order enjoining all

officers commanding troops when in the pursuit of guerrillas to follow

them to the death, and in case an officer stopped pursuing them before

catching them dismiss him from the service, and 1 assure you the guer
rillas would soon be driven out of our country. (Jive me command of

L50 good men and 1 will kill more guerrillas than all the militia in four

counties now do.

Yours, S:c..

1. X. HENRY.
Lieutenunt.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,

Commanding Sorth
Mit&amp;lt;nonri^

tiinl JoHeph, Mo.

L&amp;gt;. s. One hundred and thirty guerrillas are all that is north of the

Missouri River in Ray and Carroll Counties.

GENERAL: What does it mean, dismissing good rnion officers and

putting in Copperheads . For instance, removing as good a man as
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Col. A. J. Barr, and putting in his place a damned Copperhead, John
Grimes. This change displeases every truly loyal man in the country.
(Irimes was foreman on the grand jury that indicted me for killing &quot;a

guerrilla at Richmond. Do you remember!

AUGUST 13-22, 1864. Operations in La Fayette, Saline, and Howard
Counties, Mo., with skirmishes.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Maj. (;rn. Alfred I icasoiiton, U. S. Army, roimiiandiiiif District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. Lieut. Col. Bazcl ]&quot;. Lazear, .First Missouri .State Militia Cavalry.
No. 3. Maj. George W. Kelly, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.
No. 4. Capt. Ezra W. Kmgsbury, Sofoml Colorado Cavalry.

Reports of Maj. (fen. Alfred Pleaxonton, U. A . Army, conntttunlini/ Dis
trict of Central Missouri.

HEADnl AKTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI.

Warrensburg, Mo., Autjnxt 10
,
1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that on the 13th instant Captain Meredith, com
manding Company H, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, succeeded
in overtaking a gang of bushwhackers in the eastern part of Saline

County, killed 1 guerrilla and captured 7 horses. Xo casualties on
our side. Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear, First Cavalry Missouri State
Militia, commanding in the field in Saline, represents that the people
of that county fully realize their situation and are determined to rid the

county of guerrillas. On the loth instant a detachment of Company
C, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under the command of Sergf.
1. E. Wood, by moving through the brush dismounted, surprised and
charged a gang of six bushwhackers, wounded 2 of the gang and cap
tured (i horses. Maj. G. W. Kelly, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, commanding at Chapel Hill, reports several bands, numbering
from six to twelve, having recently made their appearance south and
east of that station, and that Quantrill, Todd, and Foole, with their

respective bands, are reported to be some twelve or fifteen miles east of
that place. Such measures have been taken as will, 1 have no doubt,
succeed in breaking up and scattering this force, if the report should

prove true.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. PLEASOXTOX.

Major- General. Coni-uiandin-g.

Maj. (). 1). GREENE,
^I.s6 /. Aajt. den., I&amp;gt;t

j&amp;gt;t. of tlif Jlitsiiinu
i,

tSaint Lonix. Mo.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
Wfirrenxburu, Mo., Aiu/iist ^. 1, tM4.

MAJOR: 1 have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that on the 20th instant Lieutenant-Colonel La-



CHAP. LUI.] OPERATIONS IN LA FAYETTE COUNTY, MO. 255

/oar, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, commanding in the field,

surprised a gang, numbering from forty to sixty guerrillas, in the

vicinity of Dover, La Fayette County, killed 3 guerrillas and captured
4 horses, also a small rebel flag. Maj. Henry Suess, chief of cavalry,

commanding steamer Fanny Ogden, reports that Thornton, Tlirailkiil,

Yeager, Todd, Campbell, and Taylor held a consultation in Greenton

Valley, La Fayette County, a week since, and on his return from this

meeting Taylor was killed by the militia near Independence. Major
Suess also reports that on the lt)th instant a detachment of his com
mand had a skirmish with a band of guerrillas southwest of Wellington,
in which they mortally wounded 2 guerrillas, killed L horse, and cap
tured one set of horse equipments. I would further respectfully state

that the block-house now being built at La Mine bridge is being pushed
to completion as rapidly as possible.

1 am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PLEASOXTOX,

Major- (jfvneral. Commanding.
Maj. O. I). (iREENE.

Atsat. Adjt. Gen.. J)ept. of the Mitsxonri. Saint Lottix, Mo.

HEADOJARTERS DISTRICT or CENTRAL MISSOURI,
Warrensburg, Mo.. Anaunt ;//, 186-1.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that on the 16th instant ( apt. Joseph Parke, com
manding at Uoonville, crossed to the north side of the river with his

command. Company E, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and
scouted the country in that vicinity for two days, during which time
he encountered several small bands of guerrillas; wounded 1 guer
rilla, and captured 3 horses, 3 double-barreled shotguns, and 3 re

volvers. On the 22d instant a detachment of the First Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear,
encountered a small party of guerrillas on Davis Creek, La Fayette
County; shot 3 from their horses, supposed to be mortally wounded,
and captured 3 horses. Xo casualties on our side in either of the
above skirmishes.

I am. major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PLEASOXTOX.

Major-General, Commanding.
Maj. O. 1). (iREENE.

Adjt. Gen., l)c(tt. of the .17 / *.w ////. Saint Louix, Mo.

HEAJDOJARTKRS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI.

Wa-rrensburg, Augmt 29. 1&6-L

MAJOR : I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that on the lild instant a detachment of the First
( avalry Missouri State Militia, surprised a small band of guerrillas on
the Tabo. La Fayette County, severely wounded 1 guerrilla and cap
tured horses. Lieutenant-Colonel La/ear reports there are but very
few guerrillas at present in La Fayette or Saline Counties, and that he
has reason to believe that the majority of them have gone south. The
notorious guerrilla Poole, having boasted that he would neither allow
the stage nor telegraph to remain in operation on the Lexington and
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Warrensburg route, Colonel Lazear lias ordered the arrest of a number
of Poole s friends, intending- to hold them as hostages for the security
of the stage and telegraph line.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PLEASOXTOX,

Major- General, Commanding.
Maj. O. D. GREENE,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dcpt. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Eaze.l F. Lnseur, First Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HDQRS. SECOND SUB-DIST., DIST. OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
In the Field, August 16, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, that since my report of the 10th instant 1 have
kept my command continually on the move, scouting the eastern portion
of Saline County. There have been several parties of guerrillas reported,
but upon investigation they turned out to be, false, or but very small

squads of from two to five men. Captain Meredith, in command of

Company II, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, on the 13th, struck
a trail and followed them to their cam]). There were seven in cam]).
He killed 1 and captured 7 horses, and also on the same scout found
five horses that Todd had left at the time of his raid on Arrow Hock.
The county is at this time very quiet. Occasionally hear of a horse

being stolen. Xo depredations are being committed upon Union men.
The people seem to fully realize their situation, and say they are deter
mined to rid the county of guerrillas. . I will commence a general move
in the morning, and unless some force prevents it I will make a rapid
move as far as the western part of La Fayette County, moving as rapidly
as I can to thoroughly scout the northern portion of Saline and La
Fayette Counties. It would be well to notify Colonel Ford and Major
Kelly of this move. My semi-weekly reports will hereafter be made
on Tuesdays and Saturdays, and as much oftener as I have anything of

importance to report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. LAZHAH,

Lieut. CoL First Car. Missouri State- Mi!.. Comdg. in the Field.

Capt. J. H. STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant-General. Warrenshura, Mo,

HDQRS. SECOND SUB-DLST., DIST. OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
In the Field, August ;J1, 1861.

CAPTAIN: i have the honor to report, for the information of the ma
jor-general commanding, that since my report of the 10th instant lhave
thoroughly scouted Saline County and can report that there are no
guerrillas in that county. We only heard of live, and the citizens re

port to us that they have left the county, which I think is true; whether

permanently or not 1 can t tell. 1 have left Captain Moore, Company



CHAP. LIIL] OPEKATIONS IN LA FAYETTE COUNTY, MO. 257

F, there to reeonnoiter aiid keep me advised of any appearance of them
there. Making a night march from near Miami night before last, I

dropped in upon them (the guerrillas) in the vicinity of Dover yester

day morning; found quite a number of them in this vicinity, say from

forty to sixty. We had two skirmishes, killing 3 and capturing 4

horses. Lieutenant Miller, Company A, returning from Lexington on
the 19th, had a skirmish witli a party of nine, capturing 4 horses, and
we since learn wounded 2, one said to be mortally. We saw a party of

twenty-two from Dover just at night, who from what I can learn went
Avest up Tabo. I am having the county from Dover to Waverly thor

oughly scouted again to-day, and unless they iall back east I will to

morrow morning scout up Tabo, Davis Creek, and along the river, moving
west, making Greenton Valley by Wednesday next at farthest. Owing
to scarcity of feed and water it is a very hard time to scout, having often

to go out of our line for feed and water, making delays in our move
ments. There are no persons here that we can rely upon for informa
tion but negroes. 1 forward a small rebel 11ag which was captured, or

dropped rather, by a guerrilla in one of the skirmishes yesterday. Our
loss so far none, and health of the command generally good, but a great
many horses in bad fix.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
13. F. LAZEAK,

Lieut. Col. First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Commanding.

Capt. J. LT. STEGER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Warrensburn, Mo.

No. 3.

Report of Maj. George W. Kelly, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACH. FOURTH CAV. MISSOURI STATE MIL.,

Chapel Hill, La Fayette County, Mo., August 17, 1864.

COLONEL: I would respectfully report to you that on the morning of

the 15th instant I sent Sergt. I. E. Wood, of Company C, Fourth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with fifteen privates of same company,
on a scout southeast of this station. After scouting the country some
ten miles in that direction, struck a trail of six guerrillas, followed them
some two miles, and found that they hud left the road and taken the

brash; dismounted six of his men and sent them in the brush on the

trail. After following it some half mile or more the six men surprised
the six bushwhackers, charged on them, and succeeded in capturing
horses; two of the horses were shot in the skirmish and could not be

brought in. The four horses 1 send in charge of sergeant. The brush

being so thick the guerrillas made their escape, two of them wounded,
one in the back and the other in the leg, leaving their hats behind.

The guerrillas are making their appearance east and south of here in

small bands, from six to twelve in a gang; from what I can learn,

Quantrill, Todd, Poole, &c., with their bauds, are in east of here some
twelve or fifteen miles. 1 have two scouts out now, east and southeast

of here.

Colonel, I would be glad if you would get the general commanding
to send me Capt. Joe Parke. with Company E, Fourth Cavalry Missouri

State Militia, i have but one commissioned officer hero who is suit-

17 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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able to scout. There are several families in this country, bushwhackers
wives and daughters, who should be attended to. They give them all

the information they want.

Very respectfully,
G. W. KELLY,

Major Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Col. GEORGE H. HALL,
Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Warrensburg, Mo.

No. 4.

Report of Capt. Ezra W. Kinysbvry, Second Colorado Cavalry

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., August 18, 186-L

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that,- in compliance with instruc

tions, I left here on the 13th of August at 9.30 a. in. with seventy-five men
from Companies C, D, F, I, L, and M, Second Colorado Cavalry, and
proceeded northeast on the Lexington road, and struck the Missouri
Eiver four miles south of Kichfield; patrolled the river-bank and
vicinity for a distance of about five miles above Kichfield until near
the mouth of Blue Eiver, when, being near night, I proceeded to Young s

farm, about four miles from Blue Mills, where encamped for the night,

having traveled about thirty-five miles. While at this place learned
that Fletch. Taylor, Thrailkill, and other bushwhackers, had been in

that vicinity. On starting next morning at about 3 o clock, scouting
the country thoroughly in the vicinity of Six-Mile, learned that Taylor
had procured a buggy and started for La Fayette County, being severely
wounded. Struck the trail and followed it about fifteen miles, until

near Bone Hill, when lost it, and after searching some time turned back
on Lexington road for La Fayette County. Found numerous signs of
small parties of bushAvhackers, and finally reached the farm of one Ish,
in La Fayette County, where, by means of passing as bushwhackers,
learned from a boy, whom I took and compelled to go with me, that
there was a body of about 100 men encamped in Big Bottom, about six

miles from that place. I started for that point, but ascertained that
Doctors Murphy and Began, of Wellington, had amputated Taylor s arm
the morning before, and wishing to secure Murphy started twenty-five
men to Wellington to bring him, and proceeded south with the com
mand two miles to Ewing s farm, where 1 found Murphy, who happened
to be there

;
arrested him, and forage being plenty led the horses. On

examining Murphy found that he had reported the facts concerning
Taylor to Lexington immediately after the amputation took place, but
could learn nothing definite concerning his whereabouts. Before the
detail sent to Wellington returned it was nearly night, and thence I

moved south to the house of one Fishback. and camped for the night,
having released Doctor Murphy. Traveled this day about fifty miles.

Next morning started about sunrise and went in a southerly course to

the Sni, striking it at the old mill-dam
;
thence proceeded in a west course

to Gardiner s farm; struck from thence in the direction of Bone Hill

and Judge Gray s farm, scouting thoroughly the brush in that vicinity;
arrived at &quot;the house of one Bord, near the line of Jackson and La
Fayette Counties. On examining him at first could get no information
from him; said he had never seen but six bushwhackers; saw them the
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evening before. Knew nothing of the whereabouts of any of them. I

then made him go with us, and told him to guide us to their camp. At
first he denied as before, but finally took us to the camp where Fletch.

Taylor had his arm amputated, and had left there very recently, as the

signs were fresh and new. Found bandages stained with blood, pillow,

&c., but no man. Finding that Bord was only leading us through the
brush in order to give the bushwhackers time to escape I gave him a
little hanging, which immediately improved his knowledge of the coun

try. He told me two bushwhackers had been at his house the evening
before to see his daughter, and on our starting again he led us through
the thickest kind of brush to four other camps, one of which had only
been vacated that morning, judging by the forage scattered around
and other fresh signs; the other three were older, but had been used

during the course of the summer. Searched the brush thoroughly, but
could find no one. Learned further from Bord that there were plenty
of them in the country in small parties ranging from Big Bottom to

Bone Hill. Having obtained what information from Bord I could, re

leased him and struck west for liobinson\s, in Jackson County; trailed

fifteen to that place and followed the trail to eastern edge of Fire Prai

rie, where I started fifteen in a party and pursued them through the
thick brush ten miles in a southerly course, when they scattered and I

lost the trail; thence returned northwest, until I struck the eastern

edge of Fire Prairie; thence west, and started another party of eight,
but at too great a distance to do anything with them. Struck the trail

of a large party and followed them four miles to an old bridge across
a ravine, Avhere I heard a gun, fired evidently as a signal for them to

disperse, as the tracks scattered immediately, and I lost them. This

vicinity is evidently full of small parties wf them continually passing
back and forth. After searching the brush I crossed Fire Prairie to

the timber on the Blue, and scouted up the river till I reached Spring
Branch Crossing; thence returned to this place, arriving here about 6

p. m., traveling that day about sixty-five miles.

E. W. KINGSBURY,
Captain, Second Colorado Cavalry, Commanding Scout.

Maj. J. NELSON SMITH,
Commanding Station, Independence, Mo.

AUGUST 15, 1864. Skirmish at Dripping Spring, Mo.

Report of Capt. William Hebard, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry,.

HEADQUARTERS,
Glasgow, Mo., September 1, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on Monday night, August
15, while in command of a small detachment from the post of this place,
when encamped for the night near Dripping Spring, Boone County,
Mo., my sentinels were attacked at 11 o clock, 1 mortally wounded,
a private named William oSTeutling, Company F, Seventeenth Illinois

Cavalry, and Private J. H. Hall, Company F, severely. The attack
was renewed next morning and continued several hours, with an over

whelming force but without any casualties. On Saturday, the 20th,
near Kocheport, I met and attacked a force under the notorious bush
whacker William Anderson, defeating him gallantly and driving him
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clear out of sight, and having the good fortune of reporting but 1 man
wounded, and he is severely; his name is William Marvin, Company E.

I Lave the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM HEBARD,

Capt., Comdg. the Detach. 17th Ills, and Mo. State Militia.

Adjutant-General THOMAS,
War Department, Washington. D. C.

AUGUST 15-21, 1864. Expedition from Paincourtville to Lake Natchez,

La., with skirmish on Grand River.

Report of Col. Ilaslironck Darin. Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.

XAPOLEONYILLE, Auymt 21, 186-1.

SIR: I have the honor to report that hearing reports from different

quarters that the rebels were engaged in opening a road from the
Grossetete in this direction, I sent out Capt. It. A. Ilowk, Company L,
Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, with twelve picked men from Companies L
and I of that regiment, to ascertain if the reports had any foundation.
The party left Paincourtville on Monday last at 4 p. m., crossed Grand
Bayou; wcntthenceto Bayou Goula: thence to Plaquemine; thencedown
the Plaquemine to Indian Village; thence to Grand River and down
Grand River to near the head of Lake Xatchex; but not being able to
cross the swamps and get to Grand Bayou in that direction. Captain
Ilowk was obliged to retrace his steps and return the way he went. On
Grand River, near the Sorrel, he fell in with twenty- six men of Captain
Ratcliff s company, under command of the captain, whom he reported
chasing part of them over Grand River, with loss to the enemy of 1

killed and 1 wounded. People in the vicinity state that the company
numbers about seventy men, located in that vicinity for bushwhacking.
Captain Ilowk reports the roads in a very bad condition ; that there is

a tolerably good road direct from Indian Village to the head of Lake
Xatchex, but no practicable road from the Grand Bayou westerly to the

lake, nor any way by which the lake can be reached from Grand Bayou
nearer than by the Bayou Goula route. There is no truth in the rumors
that new roads are being opened. The captain returned safely with all

his command yesterday after an absence of live days.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

II. DAVIS,
Colonel Ticclfth Illinois Cavalry, Commanding Post.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF XEW ORLEANS,
JVt zc Orleans, La., August ^7, 1S(&amp;gt;-1.

Respectfully f&amp;lt; awarded.
This seems to be an intricate country, and 1 am endeavoring to get a

good topography of it. It has been thus far very little understood.
None of the maps I have seen give anything of correct indication of the

practicable roads. I would like to obtain the services of a Mr. Hien,
who, I am told, is a good topographical engineer and on duty in the

engineer department.
T. W. SHERMAX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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AUGUST 15-24, 1864. Operations in Southwest Missouri and Northwest
ern Arkansas, with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Richland

Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th).

No. 1. Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding District of South

west Missouri.

No. 2. Lieut. Col. Albert &quot;\V. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, I&quot;. *S . Army, commanding
District of Mouth west Missouri.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., August 30, 1864.

Lieutenant Halsey and eighteen men of Capt. G. W. Edy s company
of Arkansas militia attacked Captain Wilson s company of guerrillas,

rifty strong, at Carrollton, Ark., on the l.r&amp;gt;th instant, and killed Captain
Wilson and 3 of his men. Our loss, 1 man mortally wounded. The
subsistence and ordnance trains for Fayetteville were attacked at Mud
Town on the 24th instant by a force of ninety-rive guerrillas. Our loss,
2 men mortally wounded, Second Arkansas Cavalry;- enemy s loss un
known. Captain Hughes, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, with
a portion of First Arkansas Cavalry, attacked Lieutenant Smith, in

command of guerrillas, 12~&amp;gt; strong, on Richland Creek, in Arkansas, on
the KJth instant. The enemy s loss was 4 killed and wounded and
about .&quot;&amp;gt;() horses and horse equipments left at Fayetteville. Our loss,
1 man wounded. 1 hear of no armed rebels now in the district.

JOHN B. SAXBORN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. O. I). GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. Albert W. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry
( Union).

FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., August 17, 1864.

COLONEL: In accordance with your order of the 15th instant I pro
ceeded at 1 a. in. of the 10th in search of a band of bushwhackers,
known as Tuck. Smith s company. My command moved out promptly,
intending to enter the haunts of this gang eastward of Fayetteville as
soon as it would be possible to track them. At daybreak we were on
the disputed ground, thirteen miles from this place, and very soon there
after discovering their signs our inarch was quickened. The advance

guard in particular, under Lieutenant Clark, First Arkansas Cavalry,
was on the alert, and at 7 a. in. dashed up to the house of Royal Will

iams, on Richland Creek, in front of which from ten to fifteen saddled
horses were tied. Their riders were eating breakfast at the time and
were so completely surprised that they abandoned their horses and
took immediately to the woods in rear of the house, passing through an

adjacent corn-Held that partially concealed their movements. But pur
suit was active by both the advance guard and the main body of our
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forces, and before an escape could be effected two were killed and the

party was scattered in every direction. All their horses and equip
ments were taken, and our men returning to the house finished the
breakfast intended for the stanipeders. From Williams the command
moved up Kichland Creek and a mile distant encountered another

squad, supposed to be commanded by Smith in person. Here a short

fight took place with a portion of our main force, gallantly led by Major
Galloway and Captain Wortbington, First Arkansas Cavalry. For
some minutes the bushwhackers stood firmly, partly concealed on a

thickly wooded bluff, but a charge being ordered by the major they
broke and tied over the bill. A mile farther on, near Phillips Mill,
another portion of the column, led by Lieutenant Riggs, Sixth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, met a party of seven, which were quickly
dispersed with a loss of one killed. We now proceeded up the creek
in the direction of Huntsville &quot;in search of a convenient place for

foraging, looking well meantime to our nauks and rear. Xear Green
Gibson s, four miles from Phillips Mill, our rear was tired upon by
what was afterward ascertained to be the advance guard of a force

following us, when 1 ordered a pursuit, which was promptly under
taken by the rear guard, commanded by (Japtain Hughes, Sixth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and so vigorously prosecuted that
after an exciting chase of a mile or more nothing could be developed
but Hying bushwhackers. Farther pursuit was useless in the condi
tion of our horses and I ordered a recall. It was now 11 a. m. and
neither men nor animals had eaten but little since the night before. 1

halted at Gibson s, rested, fed, and foraged until p. m., when the col

umn moved eastward, the main body of the bushwhackers being known
to be in that direction. Between 2 and 3 p. m., when near Phillips Mill,

we met the train of the First Arkansas Cavalry and learned that it had
been fired on near one Andy Smith s, and a horse killed. As this oc
curred on our route, 1 pushed forward rapidly, when about 4 p. in. our
advance was again tired upon by a party reported to be advantageously
posted on a bluff that commanded the highway. It now seemed that
more serious fighting was to be done than any that had yet occurred,
and I made dispositions accordingly, detaching a strong party under

Major Galloway to attack in rear. But these pests of the hills would
not stand, and when the brow of. the bill was reached they were no
where to be seen. In this affair Lieutenant Kiggs was cut off

,
and for

an hour our apprebensions for his safety were serious. We had no
more fighting. The bushwhackers had evidently been surprised, and
our movements were such as to prevent a concentration of their forces.

At times the bullets rattled like hail through the woods, and if no
harm was done our men shot less accurately than usual. Several of

the bushwhackers are in fact reported killed, and at one place a wagon
is known to have been used to carry off the wounded. We captured
25 horses and mules. From the best information that I could gather.
I do not think Smith can rally exceeding 12o men, and generally I be
lieve his command to be much smaller than this. He changes his camp
ing-ground frequently. His men are fed in small squads at different

houses, and his horses forage off the country. As a leader he is active

and dangerous, and must be proceeded against with great caution, and

though his command has been dispersed, and he has acknowledged
himself whipped, his final defeat I am convinced is yet to come. I

camped at McGuire s Store and returned this morning. Our loss is 2

wounded J accidentally, and neither seriously.
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I am much indebted for the success of the scout to Major Galloway,
Captain Worthington, and Lieutenant Clark, First Arkansas Cavalry,
and Captain Bivins, Independent Bangers. I desire also to make espe
cial mention of Captain Hughes and Lieutenant Iviggs, Sixth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, both of them officers admirably qualified for the

dangerous and difficult warfare of the woods. The .men throughout
behaved bravely and well.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, yours,
A. W. BISHOP,

Lieutenant- Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.

Col. M. LA BUE HARRISON.
First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers.

AUGUST 16, 1 864. Skirmish at Columbia, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Douglass, Missouri State Militia.

COLUMBIA, Mo., August 17, 1804.

Our troops met Holtzclaw yesterday, ten miles northwest of this

place, where a severe skirmish took place. We killed 4 of his com
mand; wounded many more. Our men then fell back about five miles.

Holtzclaw receiving stronger re-enforcements came up and attacked

them, but was easily driven off. The rebels are concentrating a large
force in this county, and [Ij will need all the men you can spare. I

have iailed to get help from Major Leonard or the Seventeenth Illinois.

J. B. DOUGLASS,
Brigadier- General.

General FISK.

AUGUST 16, 1864. Skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. S. Army.
No. 2. Lieut. Jacob Van Antwerp, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry.

&quot;No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. *S . Army.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, Kans., August 18, 1864.

MAJOR: I amjust in receipt ofintelligence from Salina,thaton the 10th
instant seven men of Company H, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, en route to

Smoky Hill Crossing, were attacked by a party of Indians estimated
from 100 to 300. Four of the party were killed, the other three made
their escape and came into Salina. Messenger with dispatches for Fort
Lamed wTas turned back. These dispatches were to direct the com
manding officer at Fort Larned to concentrate his force as much as

possible, and intercept a party of Indians moving south from the Fort

Kearny and Denver road; probably it was some of the same party
that attacked and killed the men of Company II, Seventh Iowa Cavalry,
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on the 10th instant. I have written several communications to the

general since the 10th instant, urging him if possible to send me more
troops, and horses to mount the few I have. I have as yet received no

response, and have just learned that the general is absent in Nebraska.
Please inform me what I may rely upon in regard, to troops and horses.
I am entirely powerless to do anything more than to try and hold a few

points on the mail route for want of force, and lam informed by Major
Fillmore that the term of service of live companies of the First Colo
rado Cavalry, now on duty in this district, will expire by the Ttli of

September.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. G. BLUNT,
Major- General.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Kansas, Fort Leaven icortli.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Jacob Van Antwerp, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Sallna. Antjust 17, 1864.

SIR: Six men left this place yesterday morning belonging to Com
pany II, Seventh Iowa, for Fort Ellsworth. They got to Elm Creek
about 4 p. m., when they were attacked by from 100 to 300 Indians, 4

of whom were killed, the other two got away. The messenger sent from
here arrived at Woodward s ranch and returned with two men, coming
in from the battle-tield. I have just sent a detachment of ten men,
under Lieutenant Booth, up the Republican, which took all the horses

tit for duty, but I will send the dispatches through as soon as possible.
Lieutenant Helliwell has not arrived here yet. As soon as he gets
here I shall go out with all the available forces, as there is undoubt

edly a large body of Indians between the Smoky Hill and Saline

Rivers.

Yours, truly,
JACOB TAN ANTWERP,

First Lieutenant, Commanding Post. .

Capt. HENRY BOOTH.

AUGUST 17, 1864. Capture of the steamer Miller on the Arkansas River,
near Pine Bluff, Ark.

Report of Capt. Stephen R. Harrington, Fifth Kansas Cavalry.

NORTH BANK ARKANSAS RIVER,
THIRTY MILES FROM PINE BLUFF,

August 18, 1864 5 a. m.

COLONEL: The steamer Annie Jacobs is on a bar at this place. The

captain thinks he will get oft this morning. The steamer Miller was

captured and burned by the rebels about ten miles below here yester

day. 1 have 100 men and a howitzer and can defend the Jacobs if she

needs it. Colonel Clayton learned night before last that there were five
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rebel brigades under command of General Cabell camped on Big Creek
at the crossing of the Warren and Pine Bluff road, about seventeen
miles from Pine Bluff. The rebels that burned the Miller were upon
the south side of the river.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. HARRINGTON,

Captain, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and Acting Aide-de-Oamp, &c.

Lieutenant-Colonel GREEN,
Assistant A djutant- General.

AUGUST 18, 1864. Skirmish at Benton, Ark.

Report of Capt. Miles Keltoe, First Missouri Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACHMENT THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
Benton, Ark., August 18, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on my arrival at Bentou at 4.30

this p. m. I was tired on by a detachment of rebels, numbering about

100, which immediately retreated across the Saline. I succeeded in

capturing 1 wounded man, who reported to me that a brigade of cav

alry who occupied Benton had left two hours previous to my arrival,

owing to information they had gained from a woman who had ridden
to this place from Little Rock ahead of me, and also he reported to me
that the rebel army was all about to move toward Little Rock. I have
heard from reliable source that there is a large force to move in the
direction of Monticello and Pine Bluff . The prisoner reports to me
that there are two brigades of cavalry on the other side of the Saline
from here, under command of Colonel Crawford, which were expected
to cross the Saline tomorrow. My intention is to cross the Saline on
his left flank in the direction of Hot Springs in the morning. I have
fallen back two miles from Bentou to a good position for the purpose of

feeding my horses. Your order will reach me on the road in the direc
tion of Princeton. I shall cross the Saline to-morrow, and if possible
ascertain the position of the main force of the, enemy.

1 have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant
M. KEHOE,

Capt., Comdy. .Detach. Third
/&amp;gt;m/.,

First Dlv.j 7th Army Corps.

AUGUST 19-24, 1864. Scout on the Republican River, Kans.

Report of Lieut. William Booth, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Clay Centre, Kans., Auaust 24, 1864.

GENERAL: In accordance with instructions from headquarters Dis
trict of Upper Arkansas, I have the honor to make the foliowing report:
In compliance to orders from Captain Booth I marched my detach

ment to this place. Arriving here 1 found that Captain Schooley had

proceeded with the militia up the Republican River. Lieutenant-
Colonel Gordon, of the Fifteenth Kansas Militia, with a detachment of
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twelve men from the Fourteenth Kansas Militia, having arrived, 1 pro
ceeded up the river and encamped on Peach Creek, ten miles from this

point, this being August 1!). August 20, broke camp at daylight, and
after marching thirty-live miles camped for the night at Lake Sibley.
August 21, moved out again at daylight, inarching up the north side
of the ^Republican twenty-five miles until I struck a large trail, which 1

supposed to be the trail made by the command under Brigadier-General
Sherry, of the State milita. Following this about five miles I crossed
the river and continued up on the north side of White Rock Creek
about six miles, when the trail bearing to the north I crossed the creek
and moved up the south side about three miles and camped, marching
about forty miles this day. August 22, being in the Indian country,
and knowing their habit of making a dash at or near daylight, I had
the camp aroused at 3 a. in. Left camp at daylight; marched up the
creek about fifteen miles, examining the opposite side (it being very
hard to cross) with a spy-glass. I explored the creek up to the Big
Bend, where it was said a large body of Indians were encamped with
their stock, but found nothing. Striking a southeast course for the

Republican, scouting Salt Marsh and its creeks, 1 arrived at Lake
Sibley and camped for the night. August 23, divided the command
and sent six men, under Lieutenant Pierce (militia), down the south

side, and with my command came to Peach Creek on its north side;

encamped for the night. August 24, arrived at these headquarters
about 10 a. in. with stock very much reduced from want of forage and
in bad shape for want of shoeing.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM BOOTH,

Second Lieut. Company L, Eleventh, Kansas Cavalry Voln.

Maj. Gen. J. G. BLUNT.

(Through Lieut. J. E. Tappan, aide-de-camp.)

AUGUST 21-27, 1864. Expedition in Washington and Benton Counties,

Ark., with skirmishes.

No. 1. Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

No. 2. Lieut. Col. Albert W. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

So. 1.

Reports of Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
Faycttville, Ark., August 2-1, 1864.

GENERAL: Captain Hughes, with his detachment, left here as part
of a command of 300 men, Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop commanding, on

Sunday night, 21st instant, to attack 400 rebel Indians and bush

whackers, under Adair, at Cane Hill, and expecting to return this way
before going to Neosho. I learn by letter from Lieutenant-Colonel

Bishop, in the field, that the rebels lied at his approach, and that no

engagement could be provoked. Lieutenant-Colonel B. therefore

inarched directly north toward Cowskin Prairie, and I presume will leave
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Captain II. at or near Xeosho. On my return to this place I found the
rebels in such numbers and so insolent in this vicinity that I did not
deem it prudent to send Captain H. forward at once. I therefore detained
him a few days, dealt a deadly blow to Tuck. Smith and company on
the east, and then started the command directly westward. As Cap
tain H. s orders were not limited as regards time, I felt justified in this

course, which I hope will meet your approval. I desire to express my
thanks to you and through you to Captain H. for the service he has
rendered. He, as well as Lieutenant Kii^s, behaved with great gal

lantry in the action on Eichland, and in their intercourse with my com
mand have won the well deserved reputation of brave soldiers and true

gentlemen. I learn from Woodring, operator at Fort Smith, that Gen
eral Thayer at present will not attempt to keep up the telegraph line

north. I desire especially that it be kept up between this place and

Springfield, and shall use every exertion to accomplish it, though for

the past ten days I have done nothing, owing to the great demand on
me for men to scout the country east and west. I earnestly request
that you will order about 200 cavalry to operate between Sugar Creek
and Cross Hollows, both east and west of the telegraph road, and I will

render them all the assistance needed in subsistence and ammunition,
as well as additional force of troops. If I did not have so much work
to do east, west, and south I would not ask this. I believe one mouth s

campaign will make them tired of Bentonville, Cross Hollows, and War
Eagle.

I remain, general, your most obedient servant,
M. LA RUE HARRISON,

Coloncl, Co nima nding .

Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN,
Commanding District of ftouthwcst MiaaourL

HEADQUARTERS,
FayettcvillCj Ark., August 31, 1864.

GENERAL: Inclosed please find copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop s

report of expedition to Xeosho. A blundering clerk pasted the sheets

in form of a roll, and as it is too late to rewrite it, I have to cut them

apart and do the best I can. Lieutenant George, Eighth Missouri State

Militia, was killed by the bushwhackers at Osage, near Bentouville, on

Monday morning. He was buried here by my command yesterday.

Captain Akard has gone on to Fort Smith, having been re-enforced by
seventy-five men of my command and the Kansas mail party, thirty

strong. The rebels are getting more scarce west of us, but matters are

still in statu quo on the east. I intend to commence a new dispen
sation for Cross Hollows and Mud Town in about a week. We are

building a tine set of stables and using every precaution to preserve our
stock. It is holding its own well. I desire very much to have you
visit us as soon as you can make it convenient. Let me know as soon
as you get any intelligence from Washington in regard to a change of

boundaries or any other matters of importance. I inclose a letter*

received to-day from the &quot;brush,
1 which shows the serpent is wounded

by his much hissing. Such letters are received by me almost daily,

although no notice is ever taken of them. It might interest the public
if published verbatim ct literatum. The disabling of mills causes

* Not found.
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more writhing among bushwhackers than any other mode of attack
;

but they threaten to stay and tight me on boiled acorns. Jf your scouts

report any movements of importance on the east of this please inform
me.

I remain, general, your most obedient servant,
M. LA RUE HARRISON,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brigadier-General SANBORN,

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Albert W. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

XEOSHO, August 27, 18(11.

GENERAL : A detachment of the First Arkansas Cavalry and Captain
Hughes command arrived here this noon, the whole under my general
command. I left Fayetteville on the night of the 21st with 300 men
mounted and dismounted, and one howitzer, fully expecting to have a

light somewhere in the vicinity of Cane Hill or Rhea s M ills, but the birds

had mainly tlown.&quot; At Cane Hill we ran on a squad of twenty-five or

thirty, whom we very quickly dispersed. 1 soon afterward ascertained

that Adair had gone south with his command, and Brown was reported
to be temporarily out of the country. The next day I sent my dis

mounted men back to Fayetteville and commenced scouting the country
thoroughly to this place. Captain Hughes will give you the particulars.

Though we discovered no force of any consequence, there is still much
work to be done in Northwestern Arkansas, and I respectfully request,
in behalf of the command at Fayetteville, that Captain Hughes be sent

south again as soon as possible with as much of a command as you can

spare for him. He has done us very essential service. I move again
to-morrow in the direction of Pineville and Bentonville.

Hoping that we shall soon be attached to your district, I remain, in

haste.

Yours, very sincerely,
A. W. BISHOP.

Brig. Gen. JOHN B. SANBORN,
Springfield, Mo.

FAYETTEVILLE. ARK., August 31,

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your
order of the 19th instant 1 proceeded with a detachment of ,500 men of
the First Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia,
and one mountain howitzer to the vicinity of Cane Hill, Ark., to attack
and pursue any rebel bands that I might be able to hnd in the western

portion of Washington or Benton Counties. Leaving- Fayetteville at 10

p. m. on the 21st, the next morning the command arrived at Cane, Hill,
where our extreme advance, led by Sergeant Miles, Company 11, First

Arkansas Cavalry, gallantly charged a party of twenty-five or thirty
men seen hovering on the outskirts of the town. A stand was attempted,
but our men pressed them so closely that they fled in confusion to the

bushes. They proved from reliable subsequent inquiry to be a portion
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of AVatie s command. Learning: that Adair and his company, whom I

had expected to meet, had certainly gone south, and that Brown, if in

the country at all, was north of me, I moved to Khea s Mills and
camped. On the moining of the2od, deeming his assistance no longer
necessary, I ordered Captain Pearson, commanding 100 dismounted

men, to return to Fayetteville, Assistant Surgeon Tefft accompanying
him. The orders from headquarters District of Southwest Missouri
to Captain Hughes, commanding detachment Sixth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, requiring him to proceed to Neosho, Mo., with such assist

ance as he could obtain from your command, and he being particularly
desirous of arriving there in time to enable him to be at Springfield, Mo.,
to-day, to muster his command for pay. and transact business connected
with the enlistment of a number of his men as veterans which could
not elsewhere, or at any other time, be disposed of, I determined to

thoroughly scout the country, proceeding- ultimately to Xeosho before

returning to Fayetteville. With this view I moved westwardly to Cin
cinnati, distant ten miles, hearing meantime, that Brown also had gone
south; thence northeast by north, crossing Norwood Prairie to .John
Carter s farm, on Illinois Creek, in Benton County, when our advance
ran on a party of three bushwhackers, dispersing them, wounding 1 and
capturing

1

&quot;2 horses, a mule and wagon. The same day a flanking party,
commanded by Captain King, First Arkansas Cavalry, discovered the
retreat, near David. LovealFs, six miles from Carter s, on the road to

Fayetteville to Norwood Prairie, of a gang of bushwhackers apparently
numbering from fifteen to twenty. A few feeding at the time escaped.
Loveall himself, a notoriously bad man, was killed. Eight head of horses
and 3 gnus were here captured. That night I camped at Carter s, trav

eling iron twenty-two to twenty-five miles during the day.
On the 24th I moved generally in a northwesterly direction, crossing

Liudsey s Prairie, thence five miles northeasterly, going into camp on
the headwaters of Flint Creek. During this day i kept out as usual a
force on either flank, but developed no enemy save an occasional bush
whacker whose speed seemed to be the only good quality he possessed.
Distance traveled, twenty miles during the day. On the 25th I moved
northwardly across Spavinaw Creek, thence in a westerly direction
down Honey ( reek, camping on the latter immediately north of the
Missouri line and six miles from the Seneca Xation. I had intended to

destroy an important mill on Spavinaw, but a blunder on the part of

my guide, who led the column several miles from its proper course,
rendered it impracticable for me to do so at that time. This mill, known
as Williams

,
affords sustenance to none but disloyal people, and should

be disabled or destroyed at the earliest feasible moment. Our march
on the 25th was from twenty to twenty-five miles. Xo enemy of moment
was discovered. On the 26th we crossed Cowskin Prairie and river

and proceeded thence northeasterly, moving up Buffalo Creek on the
Xeosho road and going into cam]) ten miles south of that place. Dis
tance traveled, same substantially as on the 25th; no enemy discovered.
On the 27th we moved to Neosho, arriving at noon. The same day Cap
tain Hughes left with his command for Springfield. 28th. I moved with
detachment First Arkansas Cavalry and the howitzer toward Fayette
ville, passing tlirough Pineville, Mo., and camping a mile and a half

below that place. Here we rail some bushwhackers into the woods, and
captured 2 horses with their equipments. A flouring mill in this local

ity I burned; none but rebels living in its vicinity. Distance traveled

during the day, twenty-three miles. 21)th, I moved in the direction of
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Bentonville. Ark., arriving at that place at 1 p. in., disabling on the
route Williams and Walters Mills, on Sugar Creek, the latter a large
one, and apparently worked to its full capacity. Quite a number of
rebel women were at this mill as we came up. Passing Bentonville I
moved down Lick Creek, a direction, I believe, not often taken, and
during the afternoon the command surprised and killed 2 bushwhackers,
and a rebel spy and scout. The scout resisted to the last, fighting most
bravely. Passes were found on his person from Brigadier-General
Maxey, commanding District of Indian Territory, from headquarters
Second Brigade, First Division, Army of Texas, and also from other
minor commanders. That evening we camped seven miles from Ben
tonville on the waters of Osage Creek. 30th, line of march was taken
up for Brown s Mills, on the Brush Creek fork of Illinois Creek. Dis
abling this mill, I then moved westwardly to Thoinasburg s Mill on
Barren Fork of Illinois Creek, disabling it also. I now moved directly
to Fayetteville, arriving there about 4 p. m.

It was my constant object while out to pass through localities where
bushwhackers were reported to range and be harbored, especially
Brown s command. He, I am satisfied, is not at present in this section
of the country, though his return, and perhaps speedy, is not at all

improbable. North of the Boston Mountains, and west of this place,
there are not in my judgment one-fourth of the rebel enemies of the

Government, of whatever name or kind, that infested this portion of
the district a month since. Forage, corn particularly, as far west as

Spavinaw Creek, is much more abundant than 1 had supposed. There
is scarcely a Union man to be found farming in the western portions
of Benton and Washington Counties, and 1 would suggest that this

forage be secured for our purposes, without any unnecessary delay.
The rebels have been roused from their fancied security, and we must
work quickly to secure the result of their labor. I captured in all 30
serviceable horses and mules. Captain Hughes being permitted to ap
propriate what was necessary to maintain the efficiency of his command.
The mills destroyed or disabled were of very little or no service to

Union people.
I am much indebted to the officers of the command for any success

that may have attended the expedition.
A. W. BISHOP,

Lieutenant- Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.
Col. M. LA KUE HARRISON.

AUGUST 22-25, 1864. Scout from Helena to Mount Vernon, Ark.

Report of Maj. Eayleton Carmichael, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Helena, Ark., August 25, 186-1.

SIR: I respectfully submit the following report of a scout under my
command :

We left Helena on the 22d instant on board the steamers Dove and
Homeyer; went up Saint Francis River; landed four miles above the
mouth of the Anguille Elver and disembarked. Proceeded from land

ing to Hughes farm; from there to Doctor Ward s, by way of Gill s;
thence to Weatherly s, Dayle s, and Mrs. Roberts

;
crossed lower mouth
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of Cow Bayou, on to Mickey s; from there to Linden; from Linden to

Madison, passing several places I do not remember the names of; from
Madison to Mount Yernon, through large settlements, where I heard
there was a detachment of rebel cavalry, but found none; from Mount
Vernon to McDaniel s, where I remained a part of the night of the 23d;
from McDaniel s we returned by a different route to the upper mouth
of Cow Bayou. I divided my command in passing through most of
the settlements where I could, so there was but very little of the

country but what we scouted through. The information I received in
the country was that Briscoe s and Coates companies were ordered
away on the 20th, but a few had been left behind to get the stragglers
together and follow the companies. As to their having been pasturing
any number of horses, I do not believe it, for I particulary inquired of
both whites and negroes through the country and could learn nothing
of them. While they were there they were scattered through the
settlements in small squads, conscripting and getting what horses

they could. We captured Lieut. J. M. Grigg, Company A, Dobbin s

regiment; Private Thomas M. Short, same company, and Luther Drum,
a conscript. We arrested W. F. Pruitt, N. Y. Gill, U. J. Howard, and
P. B. Mickey. We also captured and seized 8 horses and 5 mules.
The prisoners I turned over .to the provost-marshal and the stock I
turned over to the district quartermaster. We destroyed a large num
ber of shotguns and rifles and burjiied McDaniel s Mill. I should have
gone to Dick Anderson s, but could hear of no rebel soldiers in that

direction, and it would have detained us nearly a day longer, and could
not have reached the boats until the morning of the 25th without over

working our horses.

E. CAEMICIIAEL,
Major , Commanding Expedition.

Lieut. F. E. SNOW,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Eastern Arkansas.

[Indorsement!]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS,
Helena, August 25, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.

Major Carmichael is entitled to much credit for this scout.

WM. CROOKS,
Colonel Sixth Minnesota, Infantry, Commanding District.

AUGUST 22-30, 1864. Operations in La Fayette County, Mo.

Report of Capt. Melville U. Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cav

alry.

HOLDEN, Mo., August 31, 1864.

I have the honor to report marches, scouts, &c., of my command:
August 22, took Lieutenant Pharis and thirty men of both companies

and arrested the families of Durrett, Stoner, Cowarden, and Scott, for

feeding bushwhackers ; returned same day; traveled thirty miles. Au
gust 24, Lieutenants Pharis and Marr, with forty men of both compa
nies, escorted prisoners to Warrensburg ;

returned next day; traveled
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thirty miles. Same day Lieutenant Combs, with thirty-five men, es

corted Paymaster Mears to Chapel Hill
; traveled thirty miles. August

26, took thirty-five men of both companies, in obedience to telegram
from district headquarters ; proceeded to Big Creek to co-operate with

Captain Queen, from Warrensburg; drove Walnut Creek; jumped three

bushwhackers; drew blood, but got no one. August 27, met Captain
Queen ; proceeded up Big Creek ;

drove the brush on Panther Creek. Was
told that a body of Confederates had passed to the westward recently;
took the direction. On arriving at the- residence of Mr. Tackett was
told by him that Palmer, with 140 recruits for the Confederate army,
had passed between Harrisonville and Pleasant Hill, and left his house

early the morning of the 20th. Palmer thus being thirty-six hours

ahead, and night at hand, rendering it utterly impossible to follow him
till morning, thereby virtually giving him forty-eight hours the start

of us, it was thought useless to follow. We therefore proceeded up
Big Creek. August 28, proceeded to the mouth of Crawford s Fork of

Big Creek, and divided the force, Captain Queen, with one-half, taking
one side, while I. with the balance, took the other side. Near evening,
with my squad, ran afoul of a gang of about fifteen bushwhackers
within six miles of Chapel Hill; had a nice little chase of about three

miles, completely scattering the gang, dismounting one man, capturing
one horse, saddle, and bridle. August 29, again separated as before.

Captain Queen saw and fired upon two bushwhackers. I flushed a

gang of about ten or twelve in a thicket; wounded 2, but escaped in

the brush. Captured 4 horses and equipments and 3 guns. Two of

the horses were so badly wounded as to be unable to travel, and were

left; the saddles of such inferior quality that.l destroyed them on the

ground. August 30, returned to camp, having traveled 115 miles.

Besides this there was a daily patrol of twenty men to and from
Pleasant Hill.

Very respectfully,
M. U. FOSTER,

Captain, Commanding.
Lieut. J. X. PENNOCK,

Adjt. 7th Reyt. Car. Mo. /State Militia. Warrnuiburff, Mo.

AUGUST 23, 1864. Affair at Webster, Mo.

Report of Maj. James Wilson, Third Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

PILOT KNOB, Mo., August 23, 1S64.

I sent a squad to Cadet Station yesterday morning. Scouts are out

continually scouring Saint Francois and Washington Counties. A baud
of fifty guerrillas entered Webster and plundered the place on the morn

ing of the 23d, and returned in a southwesterly direction. Scouts have

gone in that direction. I have men engaged in completing Fort David
son. The work on the fort on Rock Mountain had been suspended
when I came here. If you desire the work continued please inform me.

An engineer, sent here by General Rosecrans to report, &c., reports

that fort a nuisance.
JAMES WILSON,

Major, Commanding.
Brigadier-General EWLNG.
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AUGUST 23-26, 1864. Scout from Ozark, Mo., to Dubuque Crossing and

Sugar Loaf Prairie.

Report of Capt. John C. Bailey, Second Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

HDQRS. DETACHMENT SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
Near Ozark, August 26, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that a scout of one commis
sioned officer and twenty men which left here on the morning of the
23d instant returned to-day. They scouted the country as far south
east as Dubuque, crossing the river and going

1 ten miles farther down
on Sugar Loaf Prairie. They report no force of the enemy moving
this direction, and, from the best information could gain, Shelby was
at Batesville with about 2,500 men, and the general impression is that
he has been ordered south across the Arkansas River. His conscripts
are deserting him faster than he can gather them up. One company of

sixty-five which was gotten up south of here now number but twelve

men, which is no doubt correct, since bushwhackers are quite numerous
through a portion of the country which my scouts pass through. I am
keeping a small scout at Forsyth and vicinity and between here and
that point all the time. I sent a lieutenant and twenty men to Du
buque and vicinity to-day to be absent five days. E understand Cap
tain Ball is going down into that county; if so, will not that relieve me
from scouting- there to some extent ? If there are not some heavy rains
soon will be obliged to move the detachment to where there is water,
since it is so scarce here now that have to water most of my stock out
of buckets. Am hauling forage ten miles, and getting scarce at that.

Some sixteen head of our best horses are unserviceable, lame with the
foot evil (a singular disease), and cannot account as to the cause. In
some cases the hoof comes nearly off, and there appears to be no

remedy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

JOHN C. BAILEY,
Captain, Comdg. Detachment Second Arkansas Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN,
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri, Springfield, Mo.

AUGUST 23-28, 1864. Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to Fayetteville, Ark.,
and skirmish (24th) at Gerald Mountain, Ark.

Report of Capt. James L. Powell, Second Arkansas Cavalry.

CAMP PIIELPS, Mo., August 29, 1804.

COLONEL: I herewith transmit my report of the command which 1

was placed in charge of by Special Orders, No. 51, headquarters Post
of Cassville, Cassville, Mo.

I obedience to instructions I proceeded with the train, leaving the

Big Spring, near Cassville, on the morning of the 23d of August. I

proceeded with caution to Little Sugar Creek, where I encamped with
out molestation. On the morning of the 24th I continued our move on
the wire road. I moved forward until in about ten miles of Fayette
ville, at what is called the Gerald Mountain. The rear guard was sud

denly attacked by about tweuty-nve or thirty rebels, who were concealed

~18 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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on our left. At the moment of the attack the rear guard gave way,
and the rebels seeing this dashed upon the wagons, firing at teamsters
and mules. Being at the head of the column myself, as soon as I

heard the firing started to the rear, ordering all the infantry to form
and protect the advance of the train, while I ordered the cavalry to

follow me. I immediately made my way to The place of firing with
what men I could hastily call upon. On arriving at the place of action
I opened tire on some rebels who were shooting one of my wounded
men. As soon as I commenced tiring at the enemy they began to fall

back. I followed them as far as 1 thought prudent on account of the
train. The enemy drew off up a mountain to the east, whereupon I

thought best to proceed to move on with the train. I proceeded to

Fayetteville on the 24th. My loss was 1 man killed; 1 other man shot
in four different parts of the body; one or two others slightly grazed
with bullets. After remaining at Fayetteville two days I started to

Cassville on the 27th instant, throwing out flankers on each side of the

way. I had no further difficulty, and arrived at Cassville the 28th
instant. 1 also lost in the tight i Government mule and 3 horses.

JAMES L. POWELL,
Captain Company F, Second Arkansas Cavalry.

AUGUST 23-29, 1864. Expedition to Clinton, La., with skirmishes (25th)
at Olive Branch and the Comite River.

RE3POKTS.

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Francis J. Hcrron, U. S. Army, commanding District ofBaton Rouge
and Port Hudson.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Elias !3. Dennis, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, Nine

teenth Army Corps.

No. 3. Col. Benjamin Dornblaser, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry, commanding First

Brigade.

No. 4. Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded by

Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee, U. S. Army.
No. 5. Maj. Bacon Montgomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry.

No. 6. Capt. William J. Evans, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Infantry

(mounted).

Report of Maj. Gen. Francis J. Hcrron, U. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Baton Rouge and Port Hudson.

BATON ROUGE, August 28, 1864.

(Received 9.30 a. ni.)

MAJOR: I returned last evening from Clinton, after driving Scott

twenty miles from that place in the direction of Liberty. He made
obstinate resistance to both columns for twelve miles from Clinton.

Our loss is t&amp;gt; killed and 23 wounded ; among the latter are two of Gen
eral Lee s staff officers, Captain McComas and Captain Pierce. The

enemy s loss is 30 killed, including 1 field officer, and over 100 wounded,
including several officers, one of whom, Captain Thompson, is on the

road mortally wounded and probably dead ere this. We have also over

20 prisoners, including 1 officer, Captain Bradford, of Colonel Scott s

staff. General Lee met the enemy at Redwood, seventeen miles from



CHAP. Liu.] EXPEDITION TO CLINTON, LA. 275

this -place, and had a sharp fight with them at midnight, driving them
to the Comite River, where they used artillery freely, he dislodging
them after several hours work, pushing close to Clinton. I left Hud
son with the infantry at 5 o clock on the evening of the 25th. When
live miles out a bridge fifty feet long gave way with the advance guard
of cavalry on it, precipitating thirty men and horses into a bayou, and
badly injuring six men and a number of horses. It required three hours
hard labor to rebuild the bridge, and but for the unfortunate delay I

could have reached Clinton at daylight without resistance, and thus
have been completely in rear of the force watching Lee. A battery of
four guns that had been at Tunica passed from Jackson to Clinton half
an hour before I struck the Clinton road. A movement had been ex

pected from Baton Rouge, but not from Port Hudson, and they were
completely off guard in that direction. We destroyed their corn stored
at Clinton and at several points east and north. General Lee followed
Scott toward Liberty, but at latest advices Scott had left there and
was moving in the direction of Osyka. I also had the Government
workshop near Clinton destroyed. We brought ten or twelve bales of
cotton and a number of head of cattle, also quite a number of negroes.
I am much indebted to Generals Lee and Dennis for the energy dis

played in pushing forward their commands. Will report in detail

to-morrow.

Respectfully,
F. J. HEBRON,

Major- Genera I, Commanding.
Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,

Assista n t A dj u ta nt- Genera I.

Report of Brig. Gen. Ellas S. .Den nix, U. JS. Army, commanding Second

Division, Nineteenth Army Corps.

HDQKS. SECOND DIVISION, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Moryanza, La., September :/, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit herewith the following report
for the information of the general commanding:

Pursuant to his instructions of the 23d of August, 1SG4, I embarked
on steamers with about 3,000 men of my command, and proceeded down
the river to Port Hudson, La.; reached that point at 5 a. m. August 24,
and at 4 p.m. .in compliance with orders from Major-General Herron, I

took up my line of march for Clinton, La., and after marching all night
arrived there at 2 p. m. August 25, meeting with but slight opposition
from the enemy on the way. Remained in cam]) at Clinton until 4 p.
m. August 2(&amp;gt;, then started on my return to Port Hudson. 1 met no

enemy, but owing to the excessive heat did not reach that point until 8
a. in. August 28. Having to await the arrival of boats, we were de
tained here until 4 p. in., when I proceeded up the river to Morganza,
La., reaching there without accident on the morning of August 20,
18(54. Below please find list of casualties.

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
KLIAS S. DENNIS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding,
Capt. B. WILSON.

Assistant Adjutant- General, U. S. Forces, Moryanza, La.
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First Brigade : Eleventh Illinois Infantry, 3 men missing- ; Forty-sixth
Illinois Infantry, 2 men missing; Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry, 1 man
missing; Thirtieth Missouri Infantry, 2 men missing.
Second Brigade: Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry, 1 man missing;

Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry, 2 men missing; One hundred and
twentieth Ohio Infantry, 2 men missing.

Cavalry: Second New York Cavalry, 2 men wounded; Fourth U. S.

Cavalry, 1 man wounded.

Artillery: Twenty-sixth New York Light Artillery, 1 man wounded.

Report of Col. Benjamin Dornblaser, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry,
commanding First Brigade.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., SECOND Div., IOTH ARMY CORPS,
Morganza, La., August 2

.),
1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders,
this brigade embarked on steamers on the night of the 23d instant and
proceeded to Port Hudson, La., where it disembarked. On the even

ing of the 24th instant, at 5 p. in., the column moved out in the direc
tion of Clinton, La., the First Brigade in advance, supplied with five

days rations and one ammunition wagon to each regiment. The com
mand marched all night, only resting at intervals to enable the column
to close

ii]&amp;gt;,
and arrived at Clinton at noon of the2r&amp;gt;rh. Small scouting

parties of the enemy only were encountered, who tied at our approach.
The troops rested until 4 p. m. of the 2(&amp;gt;th, when the return march was
commenced, arriving at Port Hudson on the morning of the 2Sth, and
Morganza on the morning of the 20th. Port Hudson is distant twenty-
five miles from here, and from Port Hudson to Clinton the same. The
march was a very hard one, and the losses sustained by the brigade
were caused principally by men becoming exhausted by the way and
being captured by the enemy, who followed in our rear. The following
are the losses of the brigade: Eleventh Illinois, 3 missing; Forty-sixth
Illinois, 2 missing; Seventy-sixth Illinois, 1 missing; Thirtieth Mis

souri, 2 missing.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. DORXBLASER,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. W. E KUHN,
Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., tSecond Division, 1Jth Army Corps.

Xo. 4.

Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded
by Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee.*

August 11. The division was formed and General Lee announced as
its commander in General Orders, Xo. 1, headquarters Department of

* From monthly return.
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the Gulf, Office Chief of Cavalry. The Second Louisiana Cavalry was
announced as belonging to First Brigade, but by order of Major-General
Canby, commanding Military Division of West Mississippi, that regi
ment was consolidated with First Louisiana Cavalry and the men sent
to the latter regiment, at Morganza. La. The Eleventh Xew York Cav
alry during the month was stationed at points along the Mississippi
River above and below a point opposite Douaklsonville, La., guarding
the country.
The division, excepting the Eleventh 2s&quot;ew York Cavalry, moved out

of Baton Rouge upon Clinton, La., on the 24th, toco-operate with an

infantry force from Port Hudson, to strike the rebel forces under Colonel
Scott. Ail accident delaying the infantry column, the rebels were not

surrounded, as was designed&quot;. The cavalry met the enemy, about 1,800

strong, and drove him, after severe skirmishing, seven miles beyond
Clinton, capturing 2 officers and o5 men.

August 27. Returned to camp. The cavalry at other times during
the month were engaged in picket and scouting duty.

No. 5.

Report of Maj. Bacon Montgomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CAVALRY MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS,
Baton Rovyc, La., Autjust 28, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report the following as the part taken

by my command during the late expedition to Clinton, La. :

At 2 p. m. August 24 my regiment was in line on the Clinton road
in rear of the Second Louisiana Cavalry; passing the picket with fifty
men of my regiment I took the advance and soon came upon a squad
of the enemy who gradually fell back before [us]; they never returned
our fire but raised thewhite flag. I halted the column, not wishing them
to see our force, and advanced with Captain Jenkins and two men and
met Captain Brown with three men. I asked for his communication; he
said it would be forthcoming in a few minutes. In the meantime I had
sent the two men back as messengers to Colonel Fonda. In a few
minutes I received the order from you to send the men whom I had
captured to the rear. The enemy instantly sprang into their saddles
and started off rapidly, saying they would not be taken, but said they
would await me a few hundred yards in advance. 1 rode back till I met
Colonel Fonda, who told me to meet him and if he had any communi
cation to receive it, if not to give him fifteen minutes to get [out of]
our way. He said he wanted no longer time than that and dashed off.

When the time was up we started at a gallop and pursued them two
miles beyond Redwood bridge, where, finding it impossible to capture
them, the heat being so excessive and the main column so far in our

rear, I ordered a halt and rested until the remainder of the command
closed up. Soon after dark we were again ordered forward. The enemy
taking advantage of the darkness of the night and the favorable posi
tion in front, annoyed us frequently by firing on my advance; at one
fire they wounded the sergeant who had charge ofthe advance and his

horse also. At another time concealing themselves in the thick under
brush they permitted us to advance within ten or twenty feet of them,
when they opened a rapid fire on us, killing 3 horses and severely wound-
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ing 1 man, but their iire was .returned with such vigor that they wore

compelled to abandon their horses, which were tied iiear the road. Near
Comite bridge they tired on us, killing 1 man instantly. Here two com
panies of my regiment were sent to guard the roads in our rear. Soon
after we crossed the river, having to swim a few feet. Two miles from
the bridge we rested a few minutes, and under orders from the general
commanding I assumed command of the advance, consisting of a
detachment of the Fourth Wisconsin in addition to my regiment. We
immediately charged them, keeping up a running tight until within one
mile of the town, killing and capturing several, the men using their

sabers after their carbines and revolvers had been discharged. Here
the Fourth Wisconsin having been considerably scattered and very
much fatigued, I moved the Sixth in their front, and in conjunction
with about 100 of the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted
Infantry on foot, I drove them within and beyond the limits of the

town, their rear fleeing in confusion and disorder upon our entrance.
On 28th we returned to this place as rear guard of the division, having
lost 1 killed and 4 wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BACON MONTGOMERY,

Major, Commanding Sixth Cavalry Missouri Volunteers.

Capt. T. W. HUEST,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Capt. William J. Evans, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois

Infantry (mounted}.

HDQRS. HSin REGT. ILLINOIS MOUNTED INFANTRY,
Baton Rouge, La., August &amp;lt;iW,

1S64.

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders received from headquarters
First Brigade this day, I have the honor to submit the following state

ment with regard to the part taken by the One hundred and eighteenth
Illinois Mounted Infantry in the expedition to Clinton, La.:

When the regiment was formed on the Clinton road on the 24th
instant the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois was third from the

right under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Logan, who remained
in command until the column arrived near Cypress Bayou, when he
returned to camp sick, turning the command over to the undersigned,
senior captain. After marching to Brushy Bayou, in compliance with

orders, I sent Captain Shaw, Company G, forward with 100 men to the

support of the advance, who continued with the advance three miles

beyond Redwood, when he was ordered to dismount forty men and
send in advance of the cavalry deployed under command of Lieut. M
B. Hamilton, and to report the remainder of his 100 men to the regi
ment. These forty men continued in the advance until arriving near
Olive Branch, where they met the enemy and routed them after a short

skirmish, in which Private Thomas E. Mix, Company B, was killed.

They also captured 2 prisoners at this place. This occurred about 2

a. in. on the 25th instant. After crossing Olive Branch I sent forward

nfty men, under command of Captains Rosenbrook and Robinson, to
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relieve Lieutenant Hamilton. They continued on foot skirmishing
with the enemy to within half a mile of the Comite Uiver. During this

skirmishing Corpl. William P. Kice, Company Iv, was slightly wounded
in the foot, and in accordance with orders I dismounted the remainder
of the regiment and went forward to their support. I arrived at the
river at daybreak, where I found the enemy in force, who had partially
destroyed the bridge to obstruct our passage. After sharp skirmish

ing until near 9 a. in. the enemy was dislodged. I then ordered the
command to mount and effected a crossing by swimming the horses
at the bridge. After the command crossed 1 was ordered by General
Lee to report to Major Montgomery, with the regiment, who had com
mand of the advance, keeping up a running tight until the enemy
made a stand one mile this side of Clinton, when I was ordered to dis

mount 100 men and advance with them deployed, skirmishing with the

enemy, dislodging him, and driving him through the city. While in

Clinton the regiment was on provost duty, where we remained until 9

a. m. the 27th instant, when we took up our line of march, arriving at

camp near Baton Rouge at 10.30 p. m. 27th instant.

The total casualties are 1 man killed, 1 man slightly wounded, and 3
horses from the extreme heat.

I take pleasure in saying both officers and men did their duty well.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
WM. J. EVANS,

Captain Company F, Commanding Regiment.

Capt. T. W. HURST,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade.

AUGUST 24, 1864. Skirmish on Gunter s Prairie, Ind. Ter.

Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel B. j\[axey, C. S. Army.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Ton-son, C. .V., September ,&amp;gt;&amp;gt;,

1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to state that I am in receipt of General
Watie s official report, by which it appears that at daylight on August
24th ultimo he attacked a Federal camp on-north side of Arkansas River,
on Gunter s Prairie, about 350 infantry and about 70 cavalry, with a
detachment of his command of about 500. lie says:

The result of this affair was 14 prisoners, about 20 killed, 150 mules and horses,
and the burning of a large quantity of hay. I had several men wounded, 1 killed,
uud some horses killed shot. The principal object was to burn the hay and cap
ture the stock.

He says he did not intend to engage enemy with equal numbers, and
that enemy was stronger than he anticipated.

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- General.

Col. S. S. ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General, ifcc., Shrcreport, La.
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AUGUST 24, 1864. Action at Ashley s and Jones Stations, near Devall s

Bluff, Ark.

REPORTS.*

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Ark
ansas.

No. 2. Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, IT. S. Army, commanding Second Divis

ion.

No. 3. Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding Third

Brigade, Cavalry Division.

No. 4. Lieut. Col. Gilbert Movers, Third Michigan Cavalry.
No. 5. Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army.

Report of Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding the

Department of Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS,
Little Rock, August 26, 1864.

GENERAL: On the 24th instant a large rebel force under Shelby
matfe a raid upon the railroad between Devall s Bluff and Brownsville,

capturing
1 the guard, destroying

1 the telegraph wire, and tearing up the
track. They also burned a large quantity of hay and destroyed the
machines for cutting and pressing. Shelby s force is reported .i,000

cavalry and six pieces of artillery. Before sufficient force could be as
sembled to capture them they were off. Our troops are still in pursuit.
Our cavalry made them take to the woods. I have not learned par
ticulars from Devall s Bluff . It is currently reported that the rebels

have crossed a large force near Arkansas Post, for the purpose of join

ing Shelby and attacking Devall s Bluff and the railroad. Little

Rock was to be attacked at the same time. Colonel Clayton, relying
upon the reports of his reconnoitering parties, does not believe that

any considerable force has crossed the Arkansas; he thinks that a large

cavalry force under Price is now moving upon the south side of the
Saline for the purpose of crossing the Arkansas above here and making
a raid into Missouri. Price is reported to have 15,000 cavalry, includ

ing Marinaduke s division. I have been informed by everybody recently
from the south deserters, refugees, S:c. that Price has been put in

command of the cavalry and John Magruder of the infantry that are
to move against me. It is the general opinion that Price expects to go
to Missouri, and his troops are said to be jubilant over the prospect. 1

have ordered the troops at Saint Charles to Devall s Bluff, and hope
you will send me force enough to enable me to take the lield and leave
the depots secure. My troops are constantly being discharged by expi
ration of term of service. My instructions are to hold the line of the
Arkansas. If my veterans are to be sent to some other department,
and my force continues to diminish, I should prefer massing the whole
command, taking the neld with it, and leaving the safety of the posts
to future consideration.

Very respectfully,
F. STEELE,

Major- General.

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Military Division of West jlfississippi.

Sec, also .Jackinan s report, p. G71.
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Ko. 2.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, U. S. Army, command
ing Second Division.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Detail s Bluff, Ark.. August 25, 1864 1.30 p. m.

GENERAL : Yesterday morning I received information from a reliable

source that the rebels had finished their pontoons over the Arkansas
Kiver above the post and that they were to cross day before yesterday;
that their plan was to attack Little Eock, Devall s Bluff, and the rail

road simultaneously. I wrote a dispatch containing this information
for General Steele, but the telegraph line was down and has been so ever
since. At 12.30 o clock yesterday a messenger from Ashley s Station
arrived stating that Shelby, with a force of 2,000, with artillery and a
train, had attacked and captured that post, and that he had come in

from the north. Ashley s Station is twelve miles, perhaps fifteen, from
here on the railroad. There were about 150 troops there guarding the
railroad and haymakers.
There was one station beyond and three this side, at each of which

were two companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois Veteran Volunteer

Infantry. Subsequent information showed that Col. G. M. Mitchell, com
manding the Fifty-fourth Illinois, had concentrated six companies at a
station two miles this side of Ashley s and was resisting the enemy.
I sent out from here the available force of three regiments of cavalry,
under Colonel Geiger, numbering about 750, for observation at least, and
to interpose assistance to Colonel Mitchell if possible. Geiger arrived

promptly, but Mitchell had been taken. The cavalry commenced to

engage Shelby only a few minutes after Mitchell surrendered and
fought him two hours. The enemy, it is reported, had 2,000 or 3,000
men, and I have reasons to believe that he had forces still back that were
not engaged. Our loss was killed and 42 wounded. I think we lost

no prisoners. The fight ended by the enemy falling back into the tim
ber toward the north and a little in this direction. Geiger then fell

back to prevent the enemy getting between this place and him. Our
men did more than hold their own. I have had no communication at all

with Little Rock, and do not know what has been going on there yester
day and to-day. Of course I know nothing about operations at Pine
Bluff. I am apprehensive that the enemy will move up here from the
Arkansas River. My forces have lately been taken away to the extent
of two regiments to strengthen Pine Bluff, and the Fifty-fourth Illi

nois, a veteran regiment, had lately been taken from here to serve as

guard for hay contractors. I, therefore, have only about GOO infantry
and 1,000 effective cavalry, together with one battery. I started some
scouts through to Little Rock an hour ago. I yesterday sent to Saint
Charles for a gun-boat, which I soon expect to arrive.

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
C. C. ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. C. C. WASHBURN,

Memphis.

P. S. Three demands were made upon Colonel Mitchell before he
surrendered. Our loss in infantry must amount to 450 prisoners.
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HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalVs Bluff, Aiujust 2~&amp;gt;,

1864 2 p. m.

MAJOR: I desire to communicate in a few brief lines the military
condition of affairs in this locality as far as they are known to me. I

do this because there are at present no means open for communication
between Little Rock and this place. I learned yesterday morning from
a reliable source that the rebels had completed pontoons over the Ar
kansas above the post, and were to cross day before yesterday; that
their plan was to attack Little Rock, Devall s Bluff, and the railroad

simultaneously. I was unable to communicate this intelligence to

General Steele on account of the telegraph lines being down. At 12.30

yesterday news by messenger reached me that Shelby had come down
from the north with 2,000 men, artillery and a train, and attacked the

hay stations, fifteen miles out. Guarding these stations from eight to
fifteen miles out were posts of two companies of infantry at each post.
The Fifty-fourth Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry was on this duty.
Colonel Mitchell, commanding, concentrated six companies at one post
and made some resistance. He was finally taken with his force. Our
loss in prisoners thus taken must be about 400 or 500. My force here
had lately been weakened to re-enforce Pine Bluff, and I have only 600

infantry, one battery of six pieces, and fron^SOO to 1,000 cavalry. On
learning of this attack, however, I sent out all the available cavalry at
hand under Colonel Geiger, commanding Third Brigade. lie took with
him 7f&amp;gt;0 men, moved out promptly, and began to engage the enemy s

skirmishers only a few minutes after Colonel Mitchell had been taken.

Geiger had the Eighth Missouri, Xinth Iowa, and about 150 men of the
Eleventh Missouri. He engaged the enemy about two hours. The
enemy then began to fall back toward the north, and inclining this

way, upon which Geiger fell back to prevent his getting between this

place and him. Our loss in that fight was killed and 42 wounded.
The fight took place upon the open prairie and was a gallant affair.

I yesterday sent down to Saint Charles and requested that a gun-boat
be sent up. I expect it to arrive soon. There are about 1,500 troops
at Saint Charles which 1 wish were here. I am certainly weak, even
to hold this place against a serious attack of superior numbers. 1

ought to be able to move out and whip completely any such force as

Shelby has. We are working constantly. I have armed the quarter
master s employes. A loyal person took pains to travel in some dis

tance to inform me that Price s movement toward Pine Bluff was a

feint; that he would probably attack Little Rock.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

&quot;

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General, Comm an ding.

Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General, New Orleans.

Have had no communication with Little Rock since day before

yesterday.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalPs Bluff, August 25, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
facts and information I am able to furnish in regard to the attack by
General Shelby s forces yesterday on the railroad and haymakers sta

tions, near Ashley s Station.
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I will first remark that the telegraph line was down all day yester
day, and to show the information which I received early yesterday
morning, will copy the dispatch which I sent to the telegraph office:

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalVa Jilnff, August 24, 1864 S a. m.

Capt. C. IT. DYER. Little Rock :

A Mrs. Jones (loyal), who lives just below continence of Bayon Metoe and Bayon
Two Prairies, overheard conversation day before yesterday, at her home, between two
Confederate scouts, to the effect that rebels had pontoons over the Arkansas above
the post and would cross by yesterday; that the plan was to attack Little Rock, the
railroad, ami Devall s Bluff at the same time.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Ilriyadier-deiieral, Commanding,

NOTE. This was not sent on 24th, wires being down; action at hay
station.

At about 12.30 p. in. a man from the First Nebraska came riding in

haste up to my headquarters and reported that Shelby had captured
Ashley s Station, where were two companies of Fifty-fourth Illinois

Volunteer Infantry and a detachment of the First Nebraska; that

Shelby came upon the railroad from the north; that he had about
2,000 men, artillery, and a wagon train; also that he was moving upon
the other hay stations in this direction (Ashley s Station is full twelve
miles distant from Jiere). Immediately on receipt of this intelligence I

directed Col. W. F. Geiger, commanding Third Brigade (cavalry), to pro
ceed with his available force at hand toward Shelby to interpose assist
ance to the infantry if he could, or at any rate to observe the enemy.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Derail is Bluff, August 24, 18G4.

Col. W. F. GEIGER, Commanding Third Brigade:
COLONEL: Y ou will send a scont of 200 men. with four days rations, in direction

of Arkansas Post, to start immediately. The officer in command will report at these

headquarters for instructions.

By order of Brig. Gen. C. C. Andrews:
W. A. MARTIN,

First Lieut., Tliird Michigan Cavalry, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Before noon Colonel Geiger was excused from sending this scout till

morning, on account of expectation of the regiments being paid.
Colonel Geiger was very prompt in moving off, taking with him the

Eighth and Eleventh Missouri and the Ninth Iowa Cavalry. About
lifteen minutes after the first messenger arrived another of the First
Nebraska arrived with intelligence similar to the tirst, and subsequently
for an hour or two enlisted men and citizen employes came in every
half hour or so, confirming the intelligence. Each one reported the

enemy s force from 2,000 to 2,~&amp;gt;00, and altogether superior to the detach
ments guarding the hay contractors. They represented that they had
been only a little more than an hour coming in. At about 2 o clock a

messenger brought me a communication from Col. G. M. Mitchell, com
manding Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry Veteran Volunteers, and the
other troops guarding haymakers, of which the following is a copy:

JONES AND LANE S HAY STATION, August -24, 1864.
General ANDREWS:

I am surrounded by a large number of cavalry from the north of the railroad.

Ashley s Station surrendered, and hay burned. I have concentrated six companies
at this station and will light to the last; send help if possible. The enemy have two
pieces of artillery.

G. M. MITCHELL,
( olonel, Commanding.

P. S. I have heard nothing of the two companies at the stockade. I rode up to

Myers Pass and the light took place in my absence.
MITCHELL.
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Soon after the receipt of this I .sent an engine with four platform-ears
with instructions to take tip the two companies of Twelfth Michigan Vol
unteer Infantry guarding railroad bridge from eight to ten miles dis

tant from here, and proceed -on with them as a re-enforcement, or in

case that appeared impracticable to bring them in. Lieut. B. C. Lither-

land, acting aide-de-camp, volunteered to carry out these instructions.

Upon getting out beyond the farthest of these small posts, it appeared
that the hay stations were on tire. There was constant .tiring, and it

was not thought prudent by the lieutenant to proceed any farther.

Both companies of the Twelfth Michigan were soon afterward brought
in. At this time Colonel Geiger s command had not reached the

enemy. Colonel Geiger s skirmishers began to engage the enemy
about a mile this side of Jones hay station, and he reports that
it was only a very few minutes after the firing had ceased at that sta

tion that they commenced. He moved on beyond Jones Station and
there learned from a wounded man, as well as from appearances of

things there, that Colonel Mitchell and the six companies with him
had been captured. Although the enemy largely outnumbered Colonel

Geiger s command, he engaged him for about two hours in a brisk fight.
The enemy then began to fall back toward the timber and to the north,
moving at the same time in this direction. At this, Geiger began also

to fall back this way. Our men are reported to have fought very gal
lantly. Copies of reports of casualties in each regiment are inclosed.

The number of killed, wounded, and missing is as follows: Eighth Mis
souri Cavalry, killed, 3; wounded, 3G; Eleventh Missouri Cavalry,
killed, 3; wounded, 7. Total, killed,

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;;
wounded, -43.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. C. II. DYER, Little Rock.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION. SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DeraWs Bluff, August 27, ISdi.

Since my report of the 25th was written 1 learned that the two

companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois at the stockade were not taken.
Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman, of the Fifty-fourth Illinois, was on the
train that was bringing the paymaster along that day. As soon as

it was known that the enemy was in the vicinity he had the pay
master s box of money put on the engine with instructions to have it

burned if the train was captured. The sutler of the First .Nebraska

escaped from the enemy, and I learned that he reports that the pris
oners were taken in a southwest direction, and that any prisoner who
fell out or was unable to keep up (and they were marched fast) was
shot. I will have the sutler s deposition taken as soon as I can have
his personal attendance. Two companies of the Twelfth Michigan were
sent out yesterday to occupy the posts about eight miles distant from
here. . I went out there myself on a platform-car. 1 sent out. Lieutenant-
Colonel Chapman with a party yesterday to repair the telegraph. I

expect it will soon be working. One boat, the Kate Hart, has started

to Saint Charles.
In haste, very respectfully, &c.,

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. C. H. DYER, Little Rock.

P. S. I received dispatch this morning to send out Colonel Geiger
with his available force. He is ready to move.

C. C. A.



CHAP. LIU.] ACTION NEAR DEVALL ?

S BLUFF, ARK. 285

Report of Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com
manding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., CAV. Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Brownsville, Ark.. October 11, 1861.

In compliance to telegram just received from the major-general com
manding, 1 have the honor to report that on the 24th day of August,
at 1.30 p. m., I received the following- communication from Brigadier-
General Andrews, commanding forces at DevalFs Bluff:

HEADQUAKTEKS SECOND DIVISION;, SEVENTH ARMY COUPS,
August 24, 1SG4.

Col. W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Brigade :

COLONEL: A messenger who left Ashley s Station an hour and a half ago reports
that a column of cavalry, apparently 2.000, were moving upon and had attacked Ash
ley s Station. It had a wagon train and was coming from the north. Move out with
what force you can take for observation at least. Interpose assistance to our forces

if von can.
C. C. ANDREWS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

In twenty minutes I was on the march with detachments Eighth
Missouri Cavalry, 300, Ninth Iowa, 210, and Eleventh Missouri, 120,
and moved as rapidly as the condition of my horses would permit in

the direction of Ashley s Station. When within one mile and a half of

Jones hay station I heard cannonading which appeared to be at the

station, and I saw heavy columns of smoke arising which I supposed
was burning hay. I resumed my march to a rapid trot, threw out my
skirmishers, and deployed the Eighth Missouri Cavalry as I marched.
When within a quarter of a mile ofJones Station the cannonading ceased,
and seeing a line of about 2,000 of the enemy s cavalry drawn up on the

north side of the railroad, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens to

cross the railroad with the Eleventh Missouri and move on the enemy s

left flank, while the Eighth Missouri attacked him in front, keeping the
Ninth Iowa as a reserve. The enemy immediately opened a heavy tire

of musketry, which was replied to by our carbines. The lighting con
tinued about two hours, during which time my line advanced steadily
while that of the enemy retired slowly, but in good order. The enemy
made two or three attempts to charge my left lank, but were repulsed
each time. I had now driven the enemy back into the timber, where I

discovered two lines of dismounted men, who appeared to be endeavor

ing to outflank me on the left, and get between my force and Devall s

Bluff. Night coming on, I withdrew my forces, and returned to Devall s

Bluff, arriving at p. in., having marched thirty miles and fought two
hours after 2 p. m. with horses that had just returned from a hard scout
without having feed for two days. My loss in killed and wounded were :

Eighth Missouri Cavalry, killed, 0; wounded. 38: missing, 1. Eleventh
Missouri Cavalry, killed, 3

;
wounded, 5. Both officers and men behaved

as soldiers should. Had my horses been in such a condition that I

could have charged the enemy I might have punished him more severely.
Of Colonel Mitchell I know nothing. The officer in charge of my skir

mishers said he saw the enemy hurrying the prisoners toward the
timber as he advanced.

W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Arkansas.
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Sooii after the receipt of this I &amp;gt;sent an engine with four platform-cars
with instructions to take up the two companies of Twelfth Michigan Vol
unteer Infantry guarding- railroad bridge from eight to ten miles dis

tant from here, and proceed -on with them as a re-enforcement, or in

case that appeared impracticable to bring them in. Lieut. E. C. Lither-

land, acting aide-de-camp, volunteered to carry out these instructions.

Upon getting out beyond the farthest of these small posts, it appeared
that the hay stations were on tire. There was constant .tiring, and it

was not thought prudent by the lieutenant to proceed any farther.

Both companies of the Twelfth Michigan were soon afterward brought
in. At this time Colonel Geiger s command had not reached the

enemy. Colonel Geiger s skirmishers began to engage the enemy
about a mile this side of Jones hay station, and he reports that
it was only a very few minutes after the tiring had ceased at that sta

tion that they commenced. He moved on beyond Jones Station and
there learned from a wounded man, as well as from appearances of

things there, that Colonel Mitchell and the six companies with him
had been captured. Although the enemy largely outnumbered Colonel

Geiger s command, he engaged him for about two hours in a brisk fight.
The enemy then began to fall back toward the timber and to the north,
moving at the same time in this direction. At this, Geiger began also

to fall back this way. Our men are reported to have fought very gal
lantly. Copies of reports of casualties in each regiment are inclosed.

The number of killed, wounded, and missing is as follows: Eighth Mis
souri Cavalry, killed, 3; wounded, 30; Eleventh Missouri Cavalry,
killed, 3; wounded, 7. Total, killed,

(&amp;gt;;
wounded, 43.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. C. H. DYER, Little Rock.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Derairs Bluff, August 27, ISdi.

Since my report of the 25th was written 1 learned that the two
companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois at the stockade were not taken.
Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman, of the Fifty-fourth Illinois, was on the
train that was bringing the paymaster along that day. As soon as

it was known that the enemy was in the vicinity he had the pay
master s box of money put on the engine with instructions to have it

burned if the train was captured. The sutler of the First Nebraska

escaped from the enemy, and I learned that he reports that the pris
oners were taken in a southwest direction, and that any prisoner who
fell out or was unable to keep up (and they were marched fast) was
shot. I will have the sutler s deposition taken as soon as I can have
his personal attendance. Two companies of the Twelfth Michigan were
sent out yesterday to occupy the posts about eight miles distant from
here. . I went out there myselfon a platform-ear. I sent out Lieutenant-
Colonel Chapman with a party yesterday to repair the telegraph. I

expect it will soon be working. One boat, the Kate Hart, has started
to Saint Charles.

In haste, very respectfully, &c.,
C. C. ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General.

Capt. C. H. DYER, Little Rock.

P. S. I received dispatch this morning to send out Colonel Geiger
with his available force. He is ready to move.

C. C. A.
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Report of Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com

manding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., CAV. Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Brownsville, Ark., October 14, 1864.

Iii compliance to telegram just received from the major-general com

manding, 1 have the honor to report that on the 24th day of August,
at 1.30 p. m., I received the following communication from Brigadier-
General Andrews, commanding forces at DevalPs Bluff:

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, .SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
August 24. 1S64.

Col. W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Brigade :

COLONEL: A messenger who left Ashley s Station an hour and a half ago reports
that a column of cavalry, apparently 2,000, -were moving upon and had attacked Ash
ley s Station. It had a wagon train :md was coming from the north. Move out with
what force you can take for observation at least. Interpose assistance to our forces

if you can.
C. C. ANDREAVS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

In twenty minutes I was on the march with detachments Eighth
Missouri Cavalry, 300, Ninth Iowa, 210, and Eleventh Missouri, 120,
and moved as rapidly as the condition of my horses would, permit in

the direction of Ashley s Station. When within one mile and a half of

Jones hay station I heard cannonading which appeared to be at the

station, and I saw heavy columns of smoke arising which I supposed
was burning hay. I resumed my march to a rapid trot, threw out my
skirmishers, and deployed the Eighth Missouri Cavalry as I marched.
When within aquarter ofamile ofJones Station the cannonading ceased,
and seeing a line of about 2,000 of the enemy s cavalry drawn up on the
north side of the railroad, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens to

cross the railroad with the Eleventh Missouri and move on the enemy s

left flank, while the Eighth Missouri attacked him in front, keeping the
Ninth Iowa as a reserve. The enemy immediately opened a heavy tire

of musketry, which was replied to by our carbines. The lighting con
tinued about two hours, during which time my line advanced steadily
while that of the enemy retired slowly, but in good order. The enemy
made two or three attempts to charge my left flank, but were repulsed
each time. I had now driven the enemy back into the timber, where I

discovered two lines of dismounted men, who appeared to be endeavor

ing to outflank me on the left, and get between my force and DevalPs
Bluff. Night coming on, I withdrew my forces, and returned to DevalPs

Bluff, arriving at p. m., having marched thirty miles and fought two
hours after 2 p. m. with horses that had just returned from a hard scout
without having feed for two days. My loss in killed and wounded were :

Eighth Missouri Cavalry, killed, f&amp;gt;;
wounded, 38; missing, 1. Eleventh

Missouri Cavalry, killed, 3
; wounded, 5. Both officers and men behaved

as soldiers should. Had my horses been in such a condition that I

could have charged the enemy I might have punished him more severely.
Of Colonel Mitchell I know nothing. The officer in charge of my skir

mishers said he saw the enemy hurrying the prisoners toward the
timber as he advanced.

W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Arkansas.
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ADDENDA.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps,
Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding.********
August 2-1. At 1 p. m. the brigade marched toward Ashley s Station,

seventeen miles from Devall s Blulf, on the Memphis and Little Kock
Railroad, where it was reported the enemy had made his appearance
in force. On arriving near the station our pickets engaged those of
the enemy, where he showed himself in force on the open prairie, com
manded by the rebel General Shelby. Line of battle was formed and
the action commenced, which lasted for two hours and ten minutes,
when our supply of ammunition was exhausted. We then withdrew in

good order to Devall s Bluff. The enemy were as anxious to leave as
we were. Apparently they withdrew at the same time, leaving their

dead unburied. Our loss was not heavy, the enemy losing heavily
both in killed and wounded, notwithstanding they outnumbered us
three to one. The brigade returned to camp at 10 p. m. of the same
date.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Gilbert Moyers, Third Michigan Cavalry.

BROWNSVILLE, August 2-1, lfid-4.

Train has returned from Ashley s with Lieutenant Colonel Chapman.
Fifty-fourth Illinois, and force. lie lost To men. A surgeon from that

regiment was captured, and since returned. He saw Shelby, who is in

command of a force to number 1,500. Two of our wounded are here.

Enemy in possession, of road at last accounts.

MOYEKS,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

BROWNSVILLE, August 2-1, iSh l.

The enemy have captured Ashley s Station and burned it. Force not
known. They have artillery.

G. MOYEKS.
Capt. C. H. DYER.

No. o.

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelly, C. 8. Army.

HDQRS. CONFEDERATE FORCES OF NORTHERN ARKANSAS,
Auflwt 30, 186L

COLONEL: 1 report to you with pleasure another severe fight and
another substantial victorv on the 21tli of August. I moved with L ,500

From monthly return.
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men squarely against the railroad leading from Devall s Bluff to Little

Kock, knowing that if General Price reached there, as he supposed he
would be able to do, I could render him vital and important assistance.

I started from the neighborhood of Jacksonport and had to march
within twenty-four miles of Little Kock to Austin to cross Big Cypress
at the bridge there, which stream was running out bank full and irre

sistible. After a rapid and hard march I gained the prairie, about six

miles from Devall s Bluff, and found the Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry

strongly posted at Ashley s Station No. 1, in a mixed fortification of

logs, dirt, and hay. The surprise was complete. As I debouched from,

the timber on the green and ejnerald prairie little squads of Federals
were scattered here and there, and away to the east a dozen or more
machines were busily engaged baling hay. My column was well closed

up and marching in column of fours, and the white covered wagons
with the artillery looked very much like a returning Federal expedition.

Very soon, however, their confidence was destroyed, and the rusticat

ing bands dozing away the hot summer hours were tieeing the wrath to

come.

My forlorn hope of an advance under the brave and intrepid Williams

immediately charged the retreating enemy, and a wave of steel over

leaped and swallowed up the fleeing blue coats. The fort was sur

rounded, the artillery opened at point-blank range, and high over the

white bursts of the powder-cloud that drifted and floated away before

the battle breeze a white flag waved out as a token of surrender.

The results of the capture were 150 prisoners, 200 small-arms, besides

large quantities of supplies.
Station Xo. 2 was next attacked, captured, and destroyed, and 100

more prisoners added to the first. Station No. 3 shared the same fate,

while ~&amp;gt;0 more prisoners swelled the number. Stations Nos. 4 and 5

were stubborn and defiant, and held on for awhile under a pitiless and

splendid artillery fire. Veteran Illinois arid Indiana infantry were in

these redoubts, and they had a hatred of surrendering, although I had
never asked them to do so. Time pressed. Five hours had been spent
in this operation and I could not wait. Colonel Shanks, conimandiDg
my old brigade, than whom a braver nor a better man set a squadron
in&quot; the field, was ordered to dismount his men. Colonel Jackman also

dismounted a portion of his brigade, and these forming with Colonel

Shanks dashed forward under their intrepid leader at the pasde charge,
while a strong body of cavalry were held well in hand for any emergency.
The garrison grew uneasy, but over the sea of dark green prairie, over

the white puffs of the bursting bombs, and the rippling shots of the skir

mishers, a long blrie line of Federal cavalry and infantry came looming
up, and as they grew nearer and nearer out from the doomed forts the

garrison rushed with frantic speed for help and hope too late. As the

dismounted men reached the ditches and palisades the reserve cavalry,
whose steeds had all the long forenoon been champing impatient bits,

dashed away after them in a long, fierce gallop. Sharp and brief the

chase. When within 500 yards of their friends the Federals were over

taken, surrounded, ridden over, and Colonel Mitchell and 450 of his

officers and men surrendered unconditionally. They were immediately
countermarched and double-quicked to the rear, the bullets of their

friends all the while ringing fierce, discordant meter.

The situation was now getting dark and troublesome. A heavy force

was coming up rapidly from Devall s Bluff, and the regiment I had dis

posed under Colonel Hunter, of Jackman s brigade, and a battalion of
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rny old brigade, under Major McDaniel, were falling back, painfully but
manfully fighting like heroes. From Little Kock another column&quot; had
just arrived, and these two bodies were uniting with an ugly look,

presaging the coining hurricane. I had sent my artillery and ordnance
train under escort of McCray s brigade to the rear as sooii as the Fed
eral re-enforcements appeared, for 1 knew my skeleton animals could
never take them from the moist and muddy prairie if a swift retreat

was necessary, and now I faced them at an odds of oue to five. They
formed a line of battle rapidly and came on in splendid style, and I fell

..back gradually before them, giving shot for shot and bringing off every
thing. Twice they feebly charged with the blare of bugles and the
rattle of impatient arms, and twice the old veterans of my command
drove them back in confusion and dismay. All day and night they
followed me to Austin, Avhicb was reached by daylight, where I hail

left Colonel Dobbin, and where 1 halted for the day after marching
forty miles from sun to sun and fighting six hours.

At Austin I placed two regiments under command of Col. B. F. Gor
don, a brave and skillful officer, and ordered him to bring up the rear.

He held the bridge and banks of the stream, which the Federals after

dismounting charged furiously three successive times, and were charged
in turn three times by Col. B. F. Gordon with brilliant dash. This sat

isfied them, and I returned to White Eiver without further molesta
tion.

The immediate and tangible fruits of my expedition are 577 prisoners,

including 1 field officer and 11 line officers; over 1200 Federals killed

and wounded
;
ten miles of railroad track destroyed completely the

ties torn up and burned, the iron heated and bent, telegraph destroyed,
bridges and trestle-works ruined; 3,000 bales of hay destroyed by tire:

20 hay machines chopped to pieces; 5 forts razed to the ground; 500
stand of small-arms distributed to my unarmed men; many fine horses

captured; 12 barrels of salt brought off the field and given to a com
mand suffering for it, besides supplying many needy soldiers with

blankets, shoes, boots, hats, and clothing. All this was done within
six miles of Devall s Bluff, and my detail was tearing up the track
while the enemy s bullets, tired at the covering regiments, were throw

ing the splinters from the ties in their very faces.

My thanks are due to Colonels Shanks, Gordon, Hunter, Jacknian,
andFrwin; Major McDaniel, Captains Williams, Langhorne, Adams,
McCoy, and Lieutenant-Colonel Blackwell for their eminent and de
voted services. In fact, every officer under my command, and the men
as a body, deserve great praise for the heroic manner in which they
stormed fortifications and met and defeated largely, superior numbers
of the enemy.
My loss in the entire engagement is 173 killed and wounded. Among

this number there fell mortally wounded Lieutenant Stone, of Shanks

regiment, and Lieutenant Dickey, of Smith s regiment, two as gallant

spirits as ever laid down their lives a willing sacrifice for their coun

try beneath the banner of the bars.

Col. A. S. Dobbin, left at Austin to cover my rear on account of Big
Cypress being swimming, performed his duty ably and perfectly.

JO. O. SHELBY.

Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Camden, Ark.
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AUGUST 25. 1864. Skirmishes at Morgan s Ferry and on the Atchafalaya
River, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, U. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Jlorganza, La., August 28, 1864.

I would respectfully report for the information of the major-general
commanding that Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney, Second Xew York Cav
alry, with a party of fifty cavalry made a reconnaissance to Morgan s

Ferry on the 25th instant. Me found the enemy encamped on the op
posite side in some force with four pieces of artillery in position; two
miles this side the river- he encountered a rebel picket consisting of
one lieutenant and six men; these were pursued to the river, where they
took refuge under the bank, under cover of their guns. Colonel Gur
ney, however, with half his force, very gallantly charged up to the
river, and, although exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy s artillery,
succeeded in capturing

1 and bringing off the picket without loss. On
the same day Capt. E. F. Yeaton. First Louisiana Cavalry, with 100

men, visited the Atchafalaya by way of the ]SVw Texas road. Bayou
Latenache, and Eobinsous plantation. On the road they met a party
of four rebels and captured their horses and equipments. The men
escaped to the woods. They struck the Atchafalaya at the mouth of
Mamie Bayou: captured a .Confederate soldier in the act of crossing
the river in a small boat used as ferry. One company of the enemy are

encamped on the opposite side. Captain Yeaton dismounted his men
and tired a volley into their cam]) and drove them from it in confusion,
killing a number of horses. Under cover of the dismounted men Lieu
tenant Emmons and four men of the First Louisiana Cavalry took the

boat, crossed over to the camp, destroyed 10 Entield lines, 12 or
15 saddles and equipments, and threw all movable camp and gar
rison equipage into the river, and recrossed in safety. The captain re
turned to camp without further adventure of interest. The prisoners,
Lieutenant Gilley and six men of the Thirty-fourth and one of the First
Texas Eeginient, were sent down vesterdav.

M. K. LAWLEE,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. S. C. FARRINGTON. StajF of Major- General Reynolds.

AUGUST 25-29, 1864. Scouts in Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo., with skir

mish (26th) near Pleasant Hill.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Col. James II. Ford. Second Colorado Cavalry.
No. 2. Sergt. Henry J. Tibbits. Company D. Second Colorado Cavalry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Col. Jam-fits Jf. Ford, Second. Colorado Caralri/.

KANSAS CITY, M;&amp;gt;., August 27, 1864.

Fourteen foot-scouts, under Corporal Shaw, had a fight with not less

than sixty bushwhackers yesterday morning, eight miles east of Pleas
ant Hill, killing 2 and also wounding 2, disabling some horses. Xo one
hurt on our side.

J. II. FOED,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. JAMES H. STEGER, Assistant Adjutant- General.

19 R R VOL, XLI, PT i
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No. 2.

Report of Svrgt. Henry J. Tibbits, Company I), Second Colorado Cav
alry.

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Auynxt 29, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report my foot scout:
I started from here about 10 o clock on the 25th day of August, 18G4,

with twenty-three men, and proceeded to Captain West s camp, on Fire

Prairie, distance twelve miles. There I took ten more men. making
my force in all thirty-three men, and about 7 o clock that same evening
I proceeded north from said camp about twelve miles and then camped
for the night. The next morning I proceeded north about six miles to
Six-Mile Creek; thence northeast to the telegraph road, a distance of
about six miles, and there I found that the bushwhackers had pulled
the wire down in the road and piled rails on it in such a manner that a
person riding fast in the night might hurt himself by running against
it. I then Struck off in an easterly direction to Fire Prairie Creek, a
distance of about seven miles, and there camped for the night. The
next morning I proceeded southeast to Judge Gray s. There my pick
ets saw three bushwhackers and fired upen them; and I also learned
there that Thornton had crossed the river on Wednesday night with
about 150 men and had gone south. About seventy-live of them led in
that vicinity the next morning after crossing the river. And I. also
learned that there were about 400 of the militia in pursuit of them.
Then 1 proceeded about one mile on Bone Hill and saw eight bush
whackers, but they were some distance oft and I did not get a shot at
them. I then camped for the night. 1 saw plenty of signs about there.
The next morning I went back to Judge Gray s and I learned there that
Todd was in the country with about 150 men. I then started south and
went across Bone Hill to Robinson s. I saw plenty of signs on my route,
and at Robinson s I saw plenty of fresh camps and where there had
a large command crossed Bone Hill. I staid there until about 6 p. in.,
and learned that lifty men had. stopped there the night before and fif

teen that morning, and fed. They were said to belong to Thornton s

command. I then struck west, and after marching about one mile and
a half, aiid about half a mile from the Widow Robinson s, I met eight
bushwhackers in the brush and fired upon them, and saw six go off

mounted and two loose horses following without riders. I then went
to the &quot;Widow Robinson s house and learned there that eight bush
whackers had been there that evening and taken supper, and that Todd
had been there the day before with twenty-four men and drawn up in
line before the house, and after waiting there about one hour two men
came from the brush and talked with him some time. Then they dis
banded and went into the brush in squads of about four or five men in a

squad, f also learned that they had been passing there for the last
week in small squads and I saw plenty of tracks, and I think that there
is a command near there of about 100 or 150 men. 1 staid there until
dark and then struck a southwest course for about four miles and camped
for the night. Then this morning I started about 4.30 o clock for

Captain West s camp, and arrived there about 8 o clock, distance seven
miles. I remained there about an hour and then left the ten men there
that I got there and came to Independence with the balance of my com
mand, arriving here at 12.30 p. in. I saw no signs after leaving the
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hills on the other side of Fire Prairie. I believe that they are collect

ing tog-ether in that vicinity either for the purpose of making a raid or
to go south.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENKY J. TIBBITS,

Sergt. Co. D, Second Colorado Cavalry, Comdg. Detachment.

Maj. J. NELSON SMITH,
Commanding titation .

AUGUST 25-30, 1864. Scout in Platte County, Mo.

Report of Capt. Edward Morris, Sixth Missouri Cavalry.

SAINT JOSEPH, Mo., August 31, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of my actions and
observations while commanding a scout through Platte County. The
party, consisting of one commissioned officer beside myself and forty
enlisted men of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, left Saint Joseph on
the 25th instant at 7.30 a. in.; marched a zigzag direction (the general
course being south of southeast) to a point on Platte City and Liberty
stone road, ten miles from Liberty; thence marched south six miles to

Barry and Hampton stone road; thence west to Platte City and Park-
ville stone road; marched down to Parkville, arriving at 11 p. m. on
the 27th. On the 28th marched toward Hampton and Farley through
the woods, scouting all out-of-the-way places and guerrilla harbors.
Passed between Weston and Platte City, marching on unfrequented
roads to New Market. From New Market passed Arnoldsville and Mat-

ney s Mill. Passed through The Hackle, over Platte River stone bridge,
and arrived at Saint Joseph last evening at 5 p. m., having marched)
principally by by-roads and paths, 130 miles, and touched the following,
named places: Agency Ford, Arnoldsville, Matney s Mill, Union Mills,
Eidgeley, Ringgold, .Jordan s Ford, on Smith s Fork of Platte River,
Medliug s Old Mill, Smithville, Second Creek, Union Church, Todd s

Creek, Hampton, Parkville, point opposite Atchison, Kans., Farley, Bee
Creek bridge, New Market, Taos, Clauser s Old Mill, Sparta, Wright s

Ford, The Hackle, Easton, and the Platte Eiver bridge, near Saint

Joseph. 1 threw out scouts each day four or five miles on either flank of
the marching column, and had them to report to me twice every twenty-
four hours. I was fired on near Jordan s Ford

;
also near Walker s, or

Hampton. Followed the bushwhackers three times, and had one horse

slightly wounded accidentally. Destroyed some thirty or forty guns that
were in the houses ofrebels, and disarmed all parties not honestly loyal on
our way. Scouts and advanced guards report running after and shoot

ing three rebels. 1 heard of Cy. Gordon near Platte City, and believe he
is still in the country. Chiles has been in the vicinity of Arnoldsville
since the 25th, stealing horses. In my opinion nothing can be accom
plished against guerrillas in small parties, unless their harborers and
feeders be killed or driven out of the country and a similar system of
warfare be practiced against themselves. I would respectfully suggest
the idea of organizing fifty partisan rangers for such service in each

county where guerrillas harbor and commit depredations. The loyal men
of Platte and Buchanan Counties would gladly fill up such organizations,
which could be handled independently and to more advantage than
any regiment of volunteers now in service. Lieutenant Hutchinson, of
Seventeenth Illinois Cavaky, did good service and was prompt in carry-
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ing out my orders. The men of the squadron acted nobly, and I dare

say created a good impression upon the minds of all loyal citizens.

Captain Snyder, of Saint Joseph, and Lieutenant Poland, of Parkville,

gave me all the assistance asked for, cheerfully sending their best men
as guides to my command.
Hoping the maneuvers and marches executed may meet the approval

of the general commanding,
I am, sir, respectfully, vour obedient servant,

El). MOBKIS.
Captain, /Sixth Missouri Cavalry.

Capt. G. A. HOLLOWAY,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1. Dint, of Nortk Missouri.

AUGUST 25-30, 1864. Scout to Crisp s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo., with skir

mish near Hose Hill.

Report of Capt. Oscar B. Queen, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HDQES. Co. M, SEVENTH CAV. MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Camp G rover, August 31, 1864.

SIB: In pursuance to Special Orders, Xo. 82, dated headquarters
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Cam]) G rover, August 25, 1804,
I proceeded with Lieut. Samuel W. McGuire and fifty men to the vicinity
of Big Creek, under the guidance of W. E. Chester, for the purpose of

scouting the country thoroughly, f have the honor to report the result
of that scout: Proceeding through Post Oak Timber and visiting every
place likely to afford refuge for rebels without success I came ou to

Bear Creek, which 1 effectually scoured, seeing occasionally a single
trail. Through this country there is a citizen guard patrolling, and fre

quently we would strike their trail, several times running on to small

squads of them. I will mention here that serious consequences might
have resulted from my not having had the challenge signal communi
cated to me, although I applied for it before leaving. Having given
this country a thorough scouring, 1 proceeded to Panther Creek, where
I met the scout from Holdeii, under Captain Foster, consisting of thirty
men. Having joined our commands, we soon fell on the trail of a rebel

force, said to number 140 men, under command of a Major or Captain
Farmer or Palmer. Coming to where they had breakfasted we found
from the people there that they were aiming to get south, leaving word
with the old man for all bushwhackers he &quot;might see to come out south
and give up bushwhacking.&quot; A part of this command is represented
as being unarmed and well provided with provisions and good horses.

They had passed two days previous, consequently we considered it

useless to follow. The command is from Independence. We proceeded
to Camp Branch. I here gave Captain Foster a sufficient number of
men to equalize our commands, and taking each a side of the creek,
made a drive down it to Big Creek, which we thoroughly searched.

Passing on to Crawford s Fork of Big Creek, we scouted it as we had
done Camp Branch back to Big Creek, which we treated in like manner
on as far as Crisp s Mill. Within six miles northwest Kose Hill, and in

neighborhood of this mill, Foster ran into two small squads from seven
to ten men each. He captured 1 very tine gray horse and full rig
with U. S. mail sack under saddle, belonging to a notorious bush
whacker named John Beeves. He got two or three old citizen saddles

also and left two or three worthless wounded horses belonging to the
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rebels. He thinks lie may Juive wounded one or two. Here too I ran
on to two but effected nothing beyond expending about forty rounds of
ammunition. They would not stop to return fire, and out of sight in a
few seconds, The country extremely rough and covered with hazel
and scrub-oak. We understood here that a Lieutenant Lowry and
twelve men from rebel army in rebel uniform are in that country or on
Blackwater. What their purpose is no one could or would tell.

Lowry s wife lives near Mrs. Fulkerson, near Crisp s Mill . I think the
order to &quot;thoroughly scout&quot; the Big Creek country has been fully car
ried out, and too much credit cannot be given to my guide for his

industry and ingenuity on the route. lie would frequently at night
start out dressed in rebel uniform and play off on the sympathizers of
that country, getting thereby much information. It was by this we
obtained the information about Lieutenant Lowry. My opinion is that

thirty-five will cover the number of bushwhackers scattered in the Big-
Creek country. The people there have been frightened by the scout to
that degree (I mean the rebels) that they are under the impression
that the whole country around them is filled with Federals. We went
within four miles of Chapel Hill and six of Rose Hill, thoroughly scout

ing the Basin Knob country. The parties we came on were taken
totally by surprise, not dreaming of Federals being in the country.
My men were without rations two days before coining in, having had
their haversacks torn from them by the brush in the chase after the

squads mentioned above, f left on August 26, and returned to camp
August 30.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. B. QUEEN,

Capt. Company M, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Col. T. T. CRITTENDEN.
Commanding Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

AUGUST 25-30, 1864. Operations on the Texas Prairie, in Jackson County,
Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Eazel F. -Lazear, First Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HDQRS. SECOND SUB-DIST., DIST. OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
In the Field, August 30, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that since my report of the 27th
the troops under my command have scouted the country between the
Missouri River and the Snibar and the Texas Prairie country, and

report no guerrillas found in that section. There are some six in be
tween the two Davis Creeks and some eight between Lexington and

Wellington. On the 25th Lieutenant Groomer, whom 1 had left with a
foot-scout in the Pool Settlement, found one of the horses that was

captured from Company F at Arrow Rock tied in the brush. He left a

party to watch the horse. Late in the evening a man by the name of
Rutherford came to the horse with water and feed, and was shot and
killed and the horse wounded. Captain Wyckoff has also returned
from the Tabo country and reports no guerrillas there. I learn there
is a small party near Dover. Had no news from Saline County, but

suppose all quiet there, or I would have been advised by Captain Moore.
The command, except Company F, will concentrate on the 31st on the
Waddle farm, five miles from Lexington, on the Lexington and Greenton

road, for muster, for pay, and to receive rations, when the command
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will be divided, sending Major Mullins and one battalion to Saline

County for the purpose of making a thorough scout through the two
counties at the same time. As I think there will be no more interrup
tions of mail communication between Lexington and Warrensburg, I

forward by mail and will receive my communications from district head
quarters at Lexington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. LAZEAR,

Lieut. Col. First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Commanding.
Capt. JAMES H. STEGER,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dint, of Central Mo., Warrensburg, Mo.

AUGUST 26-31, 1864. Skirmish near Bayou Tensas (26th) and expedition
from Goodrich s Landing to Bayou Macon, La. (28th-31st).

No. 1. Report of Col. A. Watson Webber, Fifty-first U. S. Colored Troops.
No. 2. Report of Maj. Charles IT. Cliapiu, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry.

Report of Col. A. Watson Webber, Fifty-first U. 8. Colored Troops.

HEADQUARTERS POST AND DEFENSES,
GoodricKs Landing, La., September 1, 1864.

COLONEL : On the morning of August 20 a party of 200 guerrillas
made a raid upon the plantations about this place which are leased by
Tibbetts & Co. They killed two scouts after they had surrendered;
carried away one white overseer, and a young man by the name of

Webster, clerk for the same firm; both the overseer and Mr. Webster
were murdered by them as soon as they reached Bayou Tensas. Cavalry
was immediately sent in pursuit, but did not overtake them. These

highwaymen are commanded by a man named Lee, and although they
are guerrillas, and commit the most abominable atrocities, they are per
mitted to remain near, and co-operate with the regular rebel forces under
General Harrison, lie is really responsible for all their acts. As the

people on Bayou Macon have many times petitioned Harrison to allow
this Lee to remain near them, as their protector, I sent 230 mounted
men under Maj. C. H. Chapin, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry, to pay them
a retaliatory visit. He accomplished all that 1 desired, and returned to

this post yesterday. I forward herewith a copy of his report to me. I

hold a certain Doctor Richardson as a hostage for young Webster in

accordance with General Orders, No. 4, dated headquarters Military
Division of the Mississippi, November 5, 1863. In accordance with
General Orders, No. 6, headquarters District of Vicksburg, May 12,

1864, I intend to seize all the movable and valuable property of
secessionists living on Old River thirty miles above this post.

Trusting that my action in this matter meets the approval of the

major-general commanding,
I have the honor to be, colonel, your very obedient servant,

A. WATSON WEBBER,
Colonel Fifty-Jirst Regiment U. S. Colored Infantry, Comdg.

Lieut. Col. H. C. RODUERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Hdqrs. JJ-intrict of Vicksburg.
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A VDEXDA.

Itinerary of the Post and Defenses of GoodricJi s Landing, La., com
manded by Col. A. Watson Webber, Fifty-first U. S. Colored In
fantry*

During- the past month various expeditions have been sent from this

post into Mississippi and Louisiana: 30 prisoners have been taken.

August 26. Two hundred guerrillas made a raid upon the planta
tions above this post leased by H. B. Tibbetts & Co. They cruelly
murdered four white men and several colored people. As the rebel citi

zens living- immediately beyond Bayou Macon had petitioned the regu
lar rebel military authorities to allow this gang- of highwaymen to
remain on the Macon as their protectors and raid Yankee lessees, a
retaliatory expedition was sent to that vicinity. The villages of Floyd
and Piuhook, guerrilla rendezvous, were destroyed by tire, some prop
erty taken by the guerrillas was recaptured, and 1 captain, 1 lieutenant,
and 10 soldiers were killed.

Report of Maj. Charles H. Chapin, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry.

HDQRS. FIRST BATTLN., THIRD U. S. COLORED CAVALRY,
Goodrich js Landing, La., August 31, 1864.

SIR: Pursuant to orders from Colonel Webber Heft camp August 28
at dusk; was overtaken by a storm four miles from camp, and encamped
at night at the Transylvania plantation. On the morning of the 2l)th
I marched as far as the Blackburn plantation, at the head of Lake
Providence, i there found eight pairs of boots, which were distributed

among the soldiers that were without boots. At 1 o clock moved on as far
as Golf s plantation, on Old River, where 1 captured the horses of two
soldiers, who made their escape on foot. Camped again for the night
at Mr. Owen s, one mile from Goff s. On the morning of the .JUth
started at daylight for Ashton, from there turned west, crossed Bayou
Macon, found a good bridge crossing the Macon six miles west ofAshton.
At the tirst plantation after crossing was a squad of soldiers, seven in
number. Six were mounted; the one on foot was killed. Papers found
on his person showed that he was a Captain Collins, of a Louisiana
regiment. I turned down the bayou from that point toward Pinhook,
eighteen miles distant. About six miles from Piuhook lived a Mr.
Washburn. 1 found in his house a saddle belonging to one of the
plantation scouts, also two of the negroes taken from the Tibbetts planta
tion; one trunk that was in the house was tilled with goods taken from
the Wilton place. I gave Mr. Washburn live minutes to remove his

goods. I then set tire to the house and every building on the planta
tion. I then started for Mr. Shaw s, one and a quarter miles north of
Pinhook. Mr. Shaw has been furnished with what goods he wanted by
Mr. Charles Goff, a man by the name of Canihan acting as mediator
between them. This Mr. Shaw told me in the presence of Lieutenants
Calais aiul Sherman. 1 did not burn Shaw s place, but at Pinhook I

left but one house standing. I left Pinhook at 2 o clock for Floyd, met
several soldiers on the way in small squads; most of them were shot
before they could get away. Arriving at Floyd about sundown, I gave

*From moiithly return.



296 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI . [CHAP. Llir.
*

them five minutes notice to remove goods, then burned about four-

fifths of the town. Crossed Bayou Macon again an hour after dark,
marched to Joe s Bayou and stopped for the night, inarching a dis
tance of fifty miles on the 30th with but one feed for the stock.
There were ten men killed in all, 1 captain, 8 soldiers, and one man by
the name of Bonner, who was engaged in carrying the mail. On the

morning of the 31st I moved into camp at Goodrich s Lauding, La.,
after carrying out all orders as nearly a^s I possibly could.

Trusting this may meet with all that was expected of my raid. I

remain, yours to command.
CHARLES H. CHAPIN,

Major Third U. 8. Colored Cavalry.
Lieutenant KARBERG,

Actinff Assistant Adjutant- General.

AUGUST 27-28, 1864. Scout on the Arkansas River, near Pine Bluff,

Ark., with skirmishes.

Report of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., August 28, 1804.

The scout sent down the river went about thirty miles. They skir

mished with the enemy for several miles and found that it would be
unsafe to proceed farther. The officer in command, Captain Wight-
man, is confident that the enemy have no means of crossing the Ar
kansas, except by flats. L will send out another scout upon a different

road. I will have them go out toward Brownsville, and then take down
the prairie, with instructions to go to Arkansas Post, if possible. I

am satisfied that the enemy have not crossed below us in any consid
erable number.

POWELL CLAYTON,
Colone I, Comman diny .

Major-General STEELE.

AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 6, 1864. Expeditions from Little Rock and
Devall s Bluff to Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, Ark.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. S. Army, commanding expedition to Searcy, &amp;lt;fcc.

No. 2. Col. William II. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infantry, commanding First

Brigade. Second Division. Seventh Army Corps.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. 8. Army, commanding expedi
tion to Searcy, &c.

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., October 15, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that pursuant to verbal instruc

tions from the department and district commanders, I left this point
on the 27th of August with GOO cavalry, to re-enforce a command of
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800 men under Lieut. Col. C. S. Clark, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, reported
as engaged on the day previous with the enemy at Cypress Bayou,
four miles north of Austin. Same day at noon found Colonel Clark

encamped two miles this side of Austin. He had pursued Shelby s

rear guard to Bull Bayou, engaging them there, killing 10 and losing
2 men. Colonel Clark reported to me that not hearing of any support
coming to him and being out of rations he had fallen back to the point
where I found him. Marched to Austin, Colonel Clark s command
uniting with mine. Was then joined by two sections of the Fifth Ohio

Battery and the Fortieth Iowa Infantry, Colonel Garrett, escorting
subsistence train. Issued rations that afternoon; left the train, infan

try, and one section of the battery at Austin; marched with the remain
der same evening to Bull Bayou. Enemy had left there the preceding
day. August 28, received communication at 5 a. m. from the district

commander that Colonel Geiger, with his cavalry, was en route from
Devall s Bluff, and that I would be co-operated with by a force to be
sent up White River. Marched to Searcy same day. August 21),

remained at Searcy; was joined by Colonel Geiger at 3 p. ra. with 800

cavalry. August 30, train with supplies, escorted by 100 infantry,
reached Searcy this afternoon, and advice from district commander that
000 infantry had been sent on the 28th of August up White River to

Grand Glaise. Issued rations same day. August 31, sent back train

and escort; inarched with command to Grand Glaise; a most fatiguing
march, thirty-live miles, and roads very bad. Found no steamers; cap
tured prisoners, a rebel quartermaster, and appropriated his black

smith-shop, tools, and shoes. Had sent a party to Augusta Landing to

communicate with the boats and tell them where I was.

September I, at 10 a. m. party sent to Augusta Landing returned and

reported no boats; satisfied myself that the river was too low for boats
to reach Grand Glaise, and from appearances, as four days had elapsed
since they were reported to me by the district commander as having
left DevalFs Bluff, J concluded that the undertaking to co-operate with
me by the river had been abandoned on account of the low stage of

water. Moved same day to Fairview; captured two scouts and learned
that all Shelby s force had crossed White River. The miserable condi
tion of the cavalry and artillery horses satisfied me that the enemy
could and had marched three miles to my two. Abandoned the idea of
a successful pursuit, and concluded to return to Little Rock. Septem
ber 2, marched by the old military road to Hilcher s Ferry, crossed the
Little Red, and continued toward Austin. September 3, resumed march.
At 7 a. m., within three miles of crossing of Bull Bayou, received a
communication from the district commander, to the effect that the force

sent up White River on the 28th ultimo had returned, but that another
force of 1,200 men was to be sent to Grand Glaise. The low stage of
the river and the exhausted condition of my animals convinced me
that nothing could result from this movement continued to Austin.

September 4, left detachments of Eighth Missouri, Tenth Illinois, and
Ninth Iowa Cavalry at Austin, to remain there and observe any return
of the enemy. Ordered remainder of the force to march to Little Rock.
Moved in person to Brownsville, and received orders from the district

commander to return with my whole force, as the rebels were threaten

ing to cross the Arkansas. Notified him of the disposition of my force,
which he approved. Returned same day to Little Rock.

Upon this expedition, as upon a previous one made earlier in the

month, the miserable plight of animals that had at any time for mouths
back only been partially foraged, and sometimes left entirely without



298
.
LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lin.

auy rendered any rapid ihovement an impossibility. The enemy was
better mounted and had forty-eight hours start. The longer such

pursuit was continued the more hopeless it became.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. K. WEST,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dist. of Little Rock.

No. 2.

Report of Col. William H. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infantry, com

manding First Brigade, /Second .Division, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., SECOND Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalPs Bluff, Ark., September &amp;lt;s,

1864.

LIEUTENANT: Pursuant to orders received from Brig. Gen. C. C.

Andrews, commanding division, I embarked at daylight on the 30th

day of August, 1804, with the Twelfth Michigan Infantry and detach
ments of the Fifty-fourth and Sixty-first Illinois Infantry. 22 officers

and 515 men all told, on board the steamer Kate Hart, and convoyed
by gun-boat No. 30, Captain Grace commanding, proceeded up White
River to effect a junction with Brigadier-General West, commanding
a cavalry expedition then in pursuit of the rebel General Shelby,
supposed to be in the neighborhood of Jacksonport. Also had rations
and ammunition for General West s command. The river proved to

be very low, the boats frequently striking on the bottom and finding
great difficulty in getting along at all. During the second day out

(August 31) saw several detachments of rebel pickets along the river.

Ran on to within nineteen miles by river, six miles by land, of Augusta,
when finding the navigation growing more and more difficult, I decided,
after consultation with Captain Grace, of the gun-boat, that it would be

imprudent to go higher up with the boats. We had passed rebel pick
ets for the last twenty miles of river, and from information they were
of Dobbin s command, who was reported to be in Augusta with a force

variously estimated by our informants at from 800 to 1,500 men. Noth
ing could be obtained in reference to the whereabouts of General West.

Accordingly I directed our return to Devail s Bluff, where the expedition
arrived in the afternoon of the 2d instant. The only casualty was one
man of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry, shot dead accidentally. Shortly
after debarking, instructions were received from General Andrews
to re-embark at daylight next morning. Lighter draught boats and
re-enforcements were furnished for .this second expedition, which con
sisted of detachments of my own and Ward s brigade, Smith s division,
Seventeenth Corps, in all, numbering 1,000 officers and men, on board
three steamers. Left Devail s Bluff shortly after daylight Saturday,
September 3, destination and object same as before. During the fore

noon of the next day at and above Peach Orchard Bluffs saw rebel

pickets, who kept along the bank ahead of us, watching our move
ments. About 4 p. m. the advanced boat, the Commercial, was fired

into by a party of rebels concealed in the bushes on the left bank of

the river. The first volley killed 1 man, wounded myself severely in

the knee, and 7 men, 3 of them seriously. Directly after the first fire

we were greeted by a volley from the opposite bank of the river from a
small party of perhaps forty or fifty. The party firing the first volley
numbered from 300 to 400 men, us was afterward ascertained from a,
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citizen living near. For a moment there was considerable confusion

among my men. They very soon -became cool and returned the* lire

briskly. In the meantime the other boats came up and began firing,
and the gun-boat opened a brisk fire into the thickets which concealed
the enemy, who soon withdrew in haste.
The steamer Dove, having on board a detachment of the Ninety-fifth

Illinois, about 200 strong, and which had been sent up to join my com
mand, came up at this point. Thinking there must be greater num
bers of the enemy near by, who would probably attack us, I ordered
the boats to land and the troops ashore, but nothing more was seen of
the enemy that night. It was afterward ascertained that this force
was a part of Dobbin s command, under a Captain Anderson, and that
a much larger force was but a short distance back, which would no
doubt have attacked us had the first attempt succeeded in throwing us
into confusion, as was anticipated. The loss of the enemy could not be
ascertained, but I have no doubt equaled or exceeded our own. My
loss was that stated above: 1 man on steamer Celeste, mortally wounded
and since dead, and 1 man wounded on steamer Nevada.
The expedition went no higher up the river that night. Owing to

my wound the active command devolved upon Col. L. M. Ward, Four
teenth Wisconsin Infantry, under whose command the troops landed
next morning at a point one mile and a half across a bend of the river
from Augusta, and advanced on that place. He found about 400 of the

enemy in the town, and they fled on the approach of our troops force.

Dobbin, with his command, had departed to join Shelby, near Jackson-

port, higher up the river. It was found impossible to get the boats
farther up the river, owing to the low stage of water. A few miles
below I was met by a boat bearing dispatches from General Andrews,
ordering my immediate return. The messenger also bore dispatches
for General West, and about two miles above Peach Orchard Bluffs I

landed him and furnished him a cavalry escort to attempt to find his

way across the country to General West.
The expedition returned, arriving at Devall s Bluff without further

circumstan.ee in the afternoon of Tuesday, September G instant.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. GRAVES,

Col. Twelfth Michigan Infty., Comdt/. Brig. and the Expedition.
Lieut. W. A. MARTIN,

Actg. Aast. Adjt. Gen., Second, Div., Seventh Army Corps.

AUGUST 28, 1864. Skirmish near Rocheport, Mo.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasouton, U. S. Army, commanding District

of Central Missouri.

No. 2. Report of Capt. Joseph Parke, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.
No. 3. Report of Lieut. William Argo, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Central Missouri.

WARRENSBURG, Mo., August 30, 1864.

Captain Parke, at Boonville, reports having crossed the river on
the 28th with forty-four men after Holtzclaw; near Rocheport came
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up with two of Holtzclaw s people; wounded 1 and captured both
horses. Advanced a mile and was attacked in rear by a band number
ing- 100 men, commanded by Holtzclaw and Anderson. Captain Parke
stated he fought for fifteen minutes and had 7 men killed, 2 wounded,
and 3 missing-. The men killed are said to have been massacred, four

being scalped, one hung and scalped; three had their throats cut; their
bodies were afterward recovered and buried at Boonville. From this

report Captain Parke s forces were evidently surprised on the march
and did not attempt to do any fighting. I recommend that Captain
L
3arke be dismissed the service for this affair.

A. PLEASONTOX,
Major- General, Comm anding.

Major-General KOSECRANS,
Commanding, Saint Louis.

Xo. 2.

Report of Capt. Joseph Parkc, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

BOONVILLE, August :-i(&amp;gt;,
1&6-L

On the morning of the 28th I crossed the river with forty-four
men in search of Holtzclaw and his men. When within four miles
of liocheport we came up with two of them, wounding 1 and cap
turing both horses. After advancing about a mile farther we were
attacked in the rear by a band of guerrillas numbering about 100,

commanded by Holtzclaw and Anderson. We gave them tight, and
fought them for fifteen minutes. During the engagement I had 7 men
killed dead on the field, 2 wounded, and 3 missing. Two of the latter,

1 understand, are making their way back to this place. We also have
had horses killed and about the same number wounded. We do not
know for certain of more than (i of them being killed and 2 wounded.

My men who fell into their hands were most barbarously massacred,
four being scalped, one hung and scalped; three had their throats cut.

Major Leonard being near I went to him and got assistance and
returned to the battle-field, where we had another small engagement;
we drove them back. My men were then brought to this place and
buried here to-day in a respectable manner.

JOSEPH PARKE,
Captain, Commanding.

Major-General PLEASONTON,
Warrensburg.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. William A/v/o. Xrrenth Missouri State Militia Caralry.

SEDALIA, August 30, 1864.

Captain Parke was attacked near Kocheport, Boone County, on

Sunday last. Lost Lieutenant Dale, ft men, and 3 missing. The band
supposed to contain 200. The dead were brought to Boonville.

W. AKGO,
Lieutenant.

Major-General PLEASONTON
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AUGUST 28, 1864. Skirmish in Polk County, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. *S . Army, commanding Dis
trict of Southwest Missouri.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., August 30, 1864.

MAJOR : Mr. Worbridge and five boys arrived here last night from
Batesville. Last Sunday week he states that Generals Adams, Shelby,
and MeCray, and Colonels Freeman, Dobbin, Campbell, Sewals, and
one other, were there and on Round Bottom between there and Jack-

sonport, and that the arrangement &quot;was for the whole force, which he
estimates at 3,500 armed men and four pieces of artillery, to meet at
Powhatan and Smithville to-morrow with the idea of advancing into

Missouri up Black River, and that they stated that Marmaduke was to
(.TOSS the Arkansas River, west of Little Rock, and advance into this

portion of the State with 5,000 men. These men came out to avoid the

conscription. The enemy s horses are represented to be very poor, and
his supplies of* all kinds very short. I think the enemy are making
movements mentioned, but whether with the view of crossing into this

State or as feints to enable him to get safely across the Arkansas I can
not tell. Many of his conscripts have deserted. Some have come in

and many are in the White River hills, which, I think, indicates the

enemy is about to move south, and I have rumors from Arkansas that
he has received such orders. Captain Pace, of the Tenth Missouri

(rebel) Cavalry, formerly of Saint Joseph, was attacked on last Sunday,
in Polk County, while proceeding north with seven men, by Captain
Headlee and fifteen men of the Sixth Provisional Regiment, and
Captain Pace and 1 man were killed, 1 wounded in arm and hands, and
1 taken prisoner. All in regular Confederate uniforms. Said they were
going north to take part in the election this fall.

JOHN B. SANBORN,
Brigadier- General. Commanding.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

AUGUST 29, 1864. Attack on Steamer White Cloud, on the Mississippi
River, near Port Hudson, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews, U. S. Army, commanding Port

Hudson, La.

PORT HUDSON, LA., August 29, 1864.

GENERAL : The steamer White Cloud was tired upon this a. in. by a

battery and some riflemen on this side the river near an island below

Bayou Sara. Her steampipe is reported cut by a shot which disabled
her. She received five shots out of thirteen fired. No one hurt on
board. The Choteau was fired upon higher up the river by a battery
of eight pieces, two of which were 12-pounders; also by some riflemen.

She received five shots
;
no one hurt; don t think either boat greatly

damaged. The gun-boats 14 and 54 hastened to the scene of action.

GEO. L. ANDREWS,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding..

Brig. Gen. M. K. LAWLER,
Morganza.
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AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 3, 1864. Expedition up White River from

Helena, Ark., with affair (September 3) at Kendal s Grist-Mill, Ark.

Report of Col. John O. Hudson, Sixtieth U. S. Colored Troops.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTIETH IT. S. COLORED INFANTRY,
Helena, Ark., September 4, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report, agreeably to instructions
from headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas, dated Helena, Ark.,
August 29, 1864, which placed me in command, upon expedition up
White Eiver, and known as the expedition from Helena. This com
mand was composed as follows: Major Carmichael, Fifteenth Illinois

Cavalry Volunteers, 125 men; Major Wells, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored

Infantry, 180 men; Captain Bancroft, Second U. S. Colored Light
Artillery, Company E,one section, 45 men; Capt. Eli &quot;Ramsey, Sixtieth
U. S. Colored Infantry, 150 men; total, 500 men. We embarked on
steamers Dove and Hamilton Belle August 29 at 8 p. ni. Arrived at

mouth White Eiver August 30, 6 a. in. Left mouth White Kiver 8 a. in.

and arrived at Maddox Bayou, where this command debarked at (i p. in.

August 31. Went in camp for the night one mile back from the river.

Thursday, September 1, struck camp at 5 a. ni.
;
marched thirty

miles and camped at Mr. Brown s, on Clarendon and Helena road, at

7 p., m. Friday, September 2, struck camp at 6 a. m. Arrived at Big
Creek, ten miles, at 3 p. m. Ferried half the cavalry, all the artillery
and infantry, across in two hours. Left Wallace s Ferry, Big Creek, at

5 p. m., leaving half the cavalry to cross over after we had started with
the balance of the command. Went into camp at Lick Creek G p. m.

Saturday, September 3, struck camp at 6 a.m.; reached Helena 5 p.m.,
a march of seventeen miles, making in total from Maddox Bayou to

Helena by land fifty-eight miles, making the march in three days. This
command was two days on transports from Helena via White Kiver to

Maddox Bayou ;
total number of days out from Helena, five. We did

not find any enemy until we reached Big Creek. Lieutenant Collins, in

command of a company of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, was sent to

burn Kendal s grist-mill -on the 3d of September, when his command saw
a rebel major who had a rebel escort of a lieutenant and sixteen of the
Nineteenth Texas Cavalry, and captured one soldier of the party with
two revolvers. The rest crossed on the east side of Big Creek and took
to the canebrakes, where they escaped. The 2d of September one com
pany of Dobbin s command left Trenton to join Dobbin, who wras

reported to be near Casa. Captain Swan wras reported to be at Big
Creek with a company of conscripts. He is doing picket duty there
and gathering up conscripts for the rebel service. We captured 19
horses and 10 mules, and 17 head of beef-cattle. See Lieut. William A.
E. Tisdale s (acting assistant quartermaster for the expedition), report
marked A.* Sixty-five buildings were burnt down, including houses,

cotton-gins, presses, and Kendal s grist-mill. I burnt nothing only
known to be rebel buildings and where rebel soldiers wrere in the habit
of quartering.
The following is the list of prisoners captured by the command:

Charles E. Williams, citizen; William Guble, citizen; James F.

Humphreys, citizen; T. W. Yates, discharged soldier: S. C. McConias,
private Nineteenth Texas Cavalry.

* Omitted.
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By your direction I have turned ,all the mules and horses over to

Capt. Henry T. Noble, assistant quartermaster. The beef-cattle I have
turned over to Capt. D. P. Allen, acting commissary of subsistence, and
two revolvers captured to ordnance officer. The prisoners I turned over
to Maj. J. L. Murphy, provost-marshal.
Every command moved off without any trouble; perfect harmony

during- the whole expedition.
JOHN G. HUDSON,

Colonel Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry, Comdg. Expedition.
Lieut. F. E. SNOW.

Aety. Asst. Acljt. Gen.. District of Eastern Arkansas. Helena.

AUGUST 29-DECEMBER 2, 1864. Price s Missouri Expedition,

OF THE PRINCIPAL.

Aug. 29. 1864. Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. S. Army, assumes command of the

expeditionary forces at Princeton, Ark.

Sept. 19, 1864. Price s column enters Missouri.

Affair at Doniphan. Mo.

20, 1864. Skirmish at Pouder s Mill. Little Black River, Mo.
Surrender of Keytesvillc. Mo.

22, 1864. Skirmish near Sikestou, Mo.

Affair at Patterson, Mo.-

23, 1864. Skirmishes near Rocheport, Mo.

24, 1864. Attack on Fayette, Mo.
Skirmish at Jackson, Mo.

Skirmish at Fariniugtou, Mo.

25, 1864. Skirmish at Farmingtou, Mo.
Affair at Huntsville. Mo.

26, 1864. Skirmishes in Arcadia Valley, Shut-in Gap, and Ironton, Mo.

27, 1864. Affair at Centralia, Mo.
Skirmishes at Arcadia and Irouton, Mo.
Attack on Fort Davidson, Pilot Knob. Mo.
Skirmish at Mineral Point, Mo.

28, 1864. Skirmish at Caledonia, Mo.
Skirmish near Centralia, Mo.

29, 1864. Affair at Cuba, Mo.
29-Oct. 1, 1864. Skirmishes at Leasburg or Harrison, Mo.

Oct. 1. 1864. Skirmish at Union, Mo.
Skirmish at Franklin. Mo.
Skirmish near Lake Springs, Mo.

2, 1864. Occupation of Washington, Mo.

3, 1864. Affair at Miller s Station, Mo.
Skirmish at Hermann, Mo.

4, 1864. Skirmish near .Rich-woods, Mo.

5-6, 1864. Skirmishes on the Osage River, Mo.

7, 1864. Skirmish at Moreau Creek, Mo.
Skirmish at Jefferson City, Mo.
Skirmish at Tyler s Mills, Big River, Mo.

8, 1864. Skirmish near Jefferson City, Mo.

9, 1864. Skirmish at Russellville, Mo.
Skirmish at Boouville, Mo.
Skirmish at California, Mo.

11. 1864. Skirmish at Brunswick, Mo.
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No. 63. Brig. Gen. Edward C. Pike, Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding First

Military District.

No. H4. Maj. Geu. Samuel R. Curtis. U. S. Army, commanding Department of Kansas.

No. 65. Maj. Chapman S. Chariot, U. S. Army, Assistant Adjutant-General.
No. 66. Maj. Samuel S. Curtis, Second Colorado Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp.
No. 67. Maj. Thomas I. McKeuny, U. S. Army, Inspector-General.
No. 68. Maj. Robert H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Chief of Artillery.

No. 69. Lieut. George T. Robinson, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Chief Engineer.
No. 70. Maj. Samuel B. Davis, U. S. Army, Medical Director.

No. 71. Maj. Theodore J . Weed, U. S. Army, Aide-de-Cauip and Chief Commissary of

Musters.

No. 72. Col. William F. Cloud, Second Kansas Cavalry, Acting Aide-de-Camp.
No. 73. Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Cavalry.

No. 74. Capt. Merritt H. Iiisley, 17. S. Army, Assistant Quartermaster.

No. 75. Capt. Edwin I. Meeker, I . S. Army, Chief Signal Officer.

No. 76. Lieut. Josiah M. Hubbard, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Acting Signal

Officer.

No. 77. Lieut. Cyrus M. Roberts, Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, Acting Aide-de-

Camp.
No. 78. Hon. James H. Lane, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp.
No. 79. Hon. Samuel C. Pomeroy, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp.
No. 80. Maj. Geu. James G. Blunt, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. Army of

the Border.

No. 81. Col. Charles R. Jeunison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding First

Brigade.
No. 82. Col. Thomas Moonlight. Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, commanding Second

Brigade,
No. 83. Col. Charles W. Blair. Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding Third Bri

gade.
No. 84. Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry, commanding Fourth Brigade.
No. 85. Maj. J. Nelson Smith, Second Colorado Cavalry.
No. 86. Maj. Gen. George W. Deitzler, Kansas State Militia.

No. 87. Brig. Geu. W. H. M. Fishback, commanding Fifth Brigade District. Kansas.

State Militia.

No. 88. Maj. Gen. Sterling Price. C. S. Army.
No. 89. Organization of Price s army.
No. 90. Itinerary of Price s army, kept by Lieut. Col. Lauchlan A. Maclean. Assist

ant Adjutant-General.
No. 91. Lieut. Col. John P. Bull, C. S. Army. Provost-Marshal.

No. 92. Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, commanding division.

No. 93. Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson. C. S. Army, commanding Shelby s brigade.
No. 94. Col. Sidney D. Jackman. Jaekmau s Missouri Cavalry, commanding brigade.

-No. 95. Brig. Geu. John B. Clark, jr., C, S. Army, commanding Marniaduke s divis

ion.

No. 96. Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry, commanding Marinaduke s

brigade.
No. 97. Capt. Benjamin S. Johnson, Third Missouri Cavalry.
No. 98. Col. John Q. Btybridge, Fourth Missouri Cavalry.

. No. 99. Lieut. Col. J. F. Davies, Davies Missouri Battalion, commanding Seventh
Missouri Cavalry and Davies Battalion.

No. 100. Col. Robert R. Lawther, Tenth Missouri Cavalry.
No. 101. Casualties in Freeman s brigade.
No. 102. Col. Charles H. Tyler. C. S. Army, commanding unarmed brigade.
No. 103. Record of the Price Court of Inquiry.



CHAP. Lin.] PEICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 307

No. 1.

Report of Haj. Gen. William S. Rosecram, U. S. Army, commanding
Department of the Missouri.

HEADQUARTEKS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
Saint Louis, December 7, 1864.

COLONEL : The commanding: general of the military division is already
informed by my current official dispatches of the principal incidents of
the late campaign against Price in this department, Dut it is proper
that I should submit a more detailed and connected report of the oper
ations for a correct understanding of their extent and the importance
of the results.

From early in the spring it was known through the lodges of the O.
A. K. s and other rebel sources that Price intended a great invasion of
this State, in which he expected the co-operation of that order and of
rebels generally, and by which he hoped to obtain important military
and political results. In pursuance of these plans the lodges with rebel

recruiting officers and agents sent into Missouri clandestinely, or under
cover of the amnesty oath for that purpose, began an insurrection in

Platte County on the 7th of July last. From that time guerrilla war
fare raged in the river counties west from Callaway on the north and
from Cooper on the south side of the Missouri. This department hav
ing been depleted of troops permission was obtained to raise volunteers
to meet the exigencies of our situation, and under it about five complete
and as many incomplete regiments of twelve-months volunteer infan

try had been organized previously to the raid. On the 3d of September
General Washburn sounded the tocsin by information that the force

under Shelby at Batesville, Ark., was about to be joined by Price for

the invasion of our State. The ripening of the corn lent to this addi
tional color of probability, so that on the 6th, Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith pass
ing Cairo with a division of infantry on the way to General Sherman,
1 telegraphed General Halleck the state of affairs, requesting orders
for this division to halt at that point and wait until we could ascertain
the designs of the enemy. The division was halted, and on the 9th
General Smith received orders from General Halleck to &quot;operate

against Price &
Co.,&quot;

but deeming it impracticable to penetrate between
100 and 200 miles into Arkansas with a small column of infantry in

pursuit of a large mounted force, the exact whereabouts as well as

intentions of which were still unknown, he decided to move his com
mand to a point near Saint Louis, whence he could readily move by rail

or river and await Price s movements. From that time information
accumulated showing the imminence of the raid. On the 23d we
received certain information that Price had crossed the Arkansas with
two divisions of mounted men, three batteries of artillery, a large

wagon train carrying several thousand stand of small-arms, and was
at or near Batesville on White lliver. From this point midway between
the Mississippi and the western boundary of the State there are three

practicable routes of invasion. One by Pocahoutas into southeast

Missouri, another by West Plains and Itolla or vicinity north toward
Jefferson City, a third by Cassville north either through Springfield
and Sedalia or by the Kansas border to the Missouri Kiver. Strong
military reasons favored the movements of their main force by the cen
tral route; while a detachment should go by Pocahontas and strip
Southeastern Missouri. Under these circumstances my first object
was to secure our great depots at Springfield and Itolla, the hay cut



308 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lin.

during the summer, and our train of Government wagons required to

maintain the troops in the Springfield district. To do this and as far

as possible save the scanty agriculture of the country from devastation
it was necessary to hold both Springfield and Rolla. Indeed, to have
abandoned these points would have been not only to abandon the loyal

people of those districts and their property to destruction, but to invite

the enemy to destroy our trains while moving them, capture our stores,
and beat our troops in detail. Generals Sanborn and McXeil were
therefore informed and ordered to place the trains and public property
of their districts under the protection of the fortifications at Spring
field and Holla, to put their forts in the best possible state of defense,
using every foot and dismounted cavalry soldier, including citizens

and local militia, to the best advantage, and with all their efficient

mounted force to watch the enemy s motions and report the earliest in

dications of the direction of the coming storm. General Brown was
ordered to concentrate all troops from the west of the Central District
at Sedalia, to notify the citizen guards, and see that neither they nor
their arms were exposed to capture. On the 24th Shelby was reported
south of Pilot Knob, moving toward Farmington, with 5,000 men and
four pieces of artillery. General Ewing was ordered to concentrate the

troops in the southern part of his district at Pilot Knob and Cape
Girardeau, and to verify the accuracy of this report, which proved true.

On the 26th General A. J. Smith, with two of his brigades, was ordered
to a point on the Iron Mountain Railroad &quot;as far toward Pilot Knob as
he deemed compatible with certainty that his position would not be

turned,&quot; and the enemy get between him and Saint Louis. On the day
before Sanborn had orders to move with all his mounted force to Rolla,
it having become evident that the enemy would not probably strike

west of that point. The safety of Saint Louis was vital to us. I

therefore telegraphed Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, commanding in Illinois,

who promised me assistance from some regiments of returning 100-

days volunteers, who, though they had already served beyond their

time, generously consented to come for the defense of the city.
The enrolled militia of Saint Louis, though but skeleton regiments,
were called out and the citizens also requested to organize and arm.
General Ewiug was sent to Pilot Knob, with directions to use his

utmost exertions to find out whether any more than Shelby s division

was in Southeast Missouri, and to that end to hold Pilot Knob until he
was certain. With a soldierly comprehension of the importance of his

duties, while reporting the current rumors of the advance of Price with
his whole force, he expressed his doubts, and held his position until

the 27th, when he sustained a terrific assault in Fort Davidson, a small

field-work in the valley, surrounded by hills within cannon-range, which
he held with about 1,000 men, one-half raw troops, establishing beyond
question the presence of all Price s command in that quarter. He glo
riously repulsed, killing and wounding some 1,500 of the enemy, and
lost only 28 killed and 5(5 wounded, as appears from his report here
with. While Ewing s fight was going on Shelby advanced on Potosi,
and thence to Big Kiver bridge, threatening General Smith s advance,
which withdrew from that point to within safer supporting distance of

his mam position at De Soto. Previous to and pending these events
the guerrilla warfare in Korth Missouri had been raging with redou
bled fury. Eebel agents, amnesty oath -takers, recruits, sympathizers,
O. A. K. s, and traitors of every hue and stripe, had warmed into life

at the approach of the great invasion. Women s fingers were busy
making clothes for rebel soldiers out of goods plundered by the guer-
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rillas; women s tongues were busy telling Union neighbors &quot;their time
was no\v coming.&quot; General Fisk, with all his force, had been scouring
the brush for weeks in the river counties in pursuit of hostile bands,
composed largely of recruits from among that class of inhabitants who
claim protection, yet decline to perform the full duty of citizens on the

ground that they &quot;never tuck no sides. A few facts will convey some
idea of this warfare carried on by Confederate agents here, while the

agents abroad of their bloody and hypocritical despotism Mason, Sli-

dell, and Maim in Europe have the effrontery to tell the nations of
Christendom our Government &quot;carries on the war with increasing
ferocity regardless of the laws of civilized warfare/ These gangs of

rebels, whose families had been living in peace among their loyal neigh
bors, committed the most cold-blooded and diabolical murders, such as

riding up to a farm-house, asking for water, and. while receiving it,

shooting down the giver, an aged, inoffensive farmer, because he was
a radical &quot;Union man.&quot; In the single Sub-District of Mexico its com
manding officer furnished a list of near 100 Union men, who, in the
course of six weeks, had been killed, maimed, or &quot;run off&quot; because

they were &quot;radical Union men or damned abolitionists.&quot;

About the 1st of September Anderson s gang attacked a railroad train
on the Xorth Missouri road, took from it twenty-two unarmed soldiers,

many on sick leave, and after robbing placed them in a row and shot them,
in cold blood. Some of these bodies they scalped, and put others across
the track and ran the engine over them. On the 27th this gang, with num
bers swollen to . 500 or 400, attacked Major Johnston with about 120 men
of the Thirty-ninth Missouri Volunteer infantry, raw recruits, and, after

stampeding their horses, shot every man, most of them in cold blood.
Anderson a few days later was recognized by General Price at Boouville
as Confederate captain, and with a verbal admonition to behave him
self, ordered by Colonel Maclean, chief of Price s staff, to proceed to

Xorth Missouri and destroy the railroads, which orders were found on
the miscreant when killed by Lieutenant-Colonel Cox about the 27th of
.October ultimo.

On the 28th, when information of Ewiug s fight and Price s presence
at Pilot Knob came to hand, General Smith, discovering the enemy on
his front moving to west and north,, in pursuance of his orders to hold
&quot; the most advanced position compatible with the certaintyof keeping

1 be
tween the enemy and Saint Louis,&quot;determined to leave De Sotoarid retire

behind the Meiaaniec, a stream which, at from ten to fifteen miles south
of Saint Louis, offers considerable obstacle to the passage of a hostile

force with wagons and artillery. General Ewing, finding Marmaduke s

and Pagan s rebel divisions before him, and his position commanded by
a numerically superior artillery, acting on suggestions made when dis

cussing with him the possibilities of the position, on the night of the
27th spiked his heavy guns, blew up his magazine, ammunition, and
supplies, and with the field battery and remains of his command re

treated through the hills toward the Meramec Valley, hoping to reach
a point on the railroad from whence he could move to Saint Louis. But,
as will be seen from his reports, the enemy pursued him, harassed his

rear on the march, which he directed along a ridge where the enemy
jcould not think him. and overtook him near Harrison s Station, where,
seizing and extending the temporary defenses constructed by the mili

tia, he displayed such vigor that after harassing him for thirty-six
hours and making several attacks, on the approach of a detachment of
Sanboru s cavalry the rebels left him and he escaped with all his com
mand to Eolla. The enemy s strength and position thus developed, uiy
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first business was to secure the points he could best strike Saint

Louis, Jefferson City, and Eolla. General Smith s 4,500 infantry and
the mounted force we could raise, the Seventh Kansas, just in from Mem
phis, part of the Thirteenth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, under Colonel

Catherwood, and the recruits of Merrill s Horse, hastily mounted and

organized, a total of 1,500 men, were all the force we could place between
Saint Louis and an invading army of at least 15,000 mounted men,
whose advance was within a day s inarch of the city. Meanwhile Brig
adier-General Pike, ably seconded by Generals Wolffand Miller, of the
Enrolled Missouri Militia, had assembled and armed skeletons of the

First, Second, Third, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth,
and Fifty-second Begiments of Enrolled Militia. The mayor and others,
under the direction of the Hon. JB. Gratz Brown and Major Ledergerber,
organized the citizens exempt from militia duty, who volunteered for the
defense of the city, into companies and regiments, numbering by the 30th
some 4,000 or 5,000 men. The One hundred and thirty-second, One hun
dred and thirty-fourth, One hundred and thirty-eighth, One hundred and

fortieth, and One hundred and forty-second Illinois (100-days volunteers)
also began to arrive on the 30th, and were all in by October 1 and
formed into a brigade, under Colonel Wangeliu,for the immediate de
fense of the city, beyond which they did not wish to serve, as all of them
were out over time, and many having desirable offers as substitutes.

The enemy moving up by Potosi seemed to halt at Eichwoods, about

forty miles southwest of Saint Louis, in the hills between Big Eiver and
the Meramec, as if concentrating for an attack on the city. This ap
peared the more possible from the magnitude of his interest in it, and
the fact that he did not show much force in the Meramec Valley, even
on the 30th. On that day Major-General Smith was ordered to occupy
Kirkwood, which commands the Eichwoods road and crossing of the
Meramec to Saint Louis, his cavalry to reconnoiter south and west,
Colonel Merrill going as far as Franklin. General Fisk, previously
ordered to join General Brown with all his available force, reached and
reported from Jefferson City to-day. At the close of it news came that a

brigade of rebel cavalry had burned the Moselle Bridge and were moving
north toward Franklin. General Smith was ordered to send a brigade
of infantry to support the cavalry at that point, and on the 1st of Octo
ber Colonel Wolff, with his brigade, reached Franklin, and after a sharp
skirmish drove the enemy from the place, but not until he had burned
the depot.
The rebels were now apparently at bay with 1,500 cavalry and 4,500

infantry. General Smith was not in condition to attempt offensive

movements against a force of 15,000 veteran mounted rebels who could
reach Saint Louis from any point in the Meramec Valley where he might
confront them in half the time it would take his infantry to reach it.

Our obvious policy under these circumstances was to keep as close as

possible to the enemy without risking Saint Louis until General Mow
er s command should arrive from Arkansas, or at least we be able to

join to Smith s our mounted forces at Eolla. Every hour s delay of the

enemy in the Meramec Valley brought Mower nearer and increased our
chances of striking him as it did the security of Jefferson City. Qn the
2d the enemy was reported massing in the vicinity of Union, on the

road either to Jefferson City or Eolla, and General Smith was ordered
to Franklin. But as the enemy s movements appeared to tend west

ward, on the 3d General Smith was advanced to Gray s Summit and
General Pike moved to Franklin. On the 4th General Smith pushed
his cavalry toward the Gasconade, advanced his infantry to Union, fol-
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lowed up by General Pike s militia. On the 5th Price s command took

Hermann, burned the Gasconade bridge, and was crossing that stream at
the old State Road Ford. General Smith followed him. General Mower
reported his arrival at Girardeau out of supplies, his teams worn down,
part of his cavalry dismounted, and many horses unshod. Transports
and supply-boats were at once dispatched, and on the 8th and 9th his

command reached Saint Louis, from whence the infantry was pushed
forward by water as rapidly as the low stage of the river would permit,
to join General Smith. The cavalry under Winslow reshodand started

by land frmn Saint Louis on the 10th toward Jefferson City, which point
it leached on the 10th instant, one day in advance of the infantry. On the
&amp;lt;&amp;gt;th the enemy began crossing the Osage at Castle Hock and one or two
other fords, under cover of his artillery, opposed by Colonel Philips
with the available cavalry at Jefferson City. While thus engaged
Generals McNeil and Sanborn reached Jefferson City by a forced march
with all the mounted force from Rolla, and uniting with Fisk and Brown
gave us a garrison there of 4,100 cavalry and 2,000 infantry, mostly the
new and partially organized twelve-mouths men, with a few citizens and
militia. As this force, though capable of giving a strong battle behind
intrenchments, was not very formidable to act offensively against a
veteran force like that of the enemy, it was decided by General Fisk,
the other three generals concurring, to oppose a moderate resistance to

the enemy s advance across the Moreau, -a small stream, with muddy
banks and bad bottom, four or five miles east of the city, and then to

retire and receive his attack at the defensive line, which with industry
and good judgment had been prepared by the entire laboring force,
civil and military, at Jefferson City. The enemy burned the Osage
bridge and crossed the river on the Cth. On the 7th he advanced on
the city, crossed the Moreau after sharp fighting, and developed a line

of battle three or four miles long, east, south, and west of the place.
But after reconnoitering its apparently formidable intrenchments,
warned by his PilotKnobexperienee in storming earth-works, hedecliued

attacking, and passing his train in rear moved around, massing on the

west, and finally retiring.
On the 8th General Pleasonton. on his arrival at Jefferson, under

orders to assume command, dispatched General Sanborri with all the
available cavalry, 4,100 men, to follow and harass the enemy until
General Smith s command could come up. General Smith was informed
of the rebel failure at Jefferson and directed to move by the most expe
ditious route to that place, where Mower s infantry were to join and
the cavalry overtake him. lie was to send all his cavalry, under Colonel
Catherwood, in advance to report to Pleasonton, who, on its arrival, was
to join Sanborn s and assume direction of the Provisional Cavalry
Division thus formed. General Pike, with his militia, was charged
with the control of the country and the defenses of our line of coniinu-
nicationfrom Saint Louis to Jefferson City. Sanborn followed the rebels,
attacked their rear guard at Versailles, where it was uncertain what
course they would take, found they were going north toward Boon-
ville, followed and drove them into line of battle near that place, and
when he found himselfnearly enveloped by their entire army, fell back
out of their reach to meet C:itherwood s command and his provisions,
which both arrived at California on the 14th. .The enemy taking-
advantage of this crossed the La Mine at Scott s and Dug Fords and
moved north toward Arrow Rock. Sanborn immediately followed this
movement by Georgetown bridge, keeping between the Pacific Railroad
uud the line of the enemy s march, and holding the line of the Black-
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water, a western tributary of the La Mine, while Price, crossing a part
of Shelby s command at Arrow Eock on the Boonville ferry-boat to

the north side of the river, advanced on Glasgow, which he captured
after a seven-hours fight with a part of Colonel Harding s regiment.
Forty-third Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and small detachments of the
Ninth Missouri State Militia and Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. On the
17th our cavahjy, following his westward movement, keeping south of

without pressing him, until Generals Smith s and Mowers troops could
be brought up, kept the line of theBlackwater. andonthe 17th reported
themselves out of supplies and the, enemy between Marshall and

Waverly. On the 17th Mower s infantry, except two small regiments,
arrived at Jefferson City and went at once by rail to La Mine bridge to

join General Smith, who, passing Jefferson by land on the 14th, had
followed the cavalry movement to that point, taking charge of the sup
plies which, in consequence of the destruction of the bridge by the

rebels, could go by rail no farther. Winslow scavalry,marching, reached

Jefferson, the advance twenty miles beyond at California, on the 10th,
and was ordered to join General Pleasonton without delay. On the
18th General Smith was ordered to move to Dunksburg near the cav

alry headquarters, taking five days rations and leaving minimum gar
risons to guard and handle stores at Sedalia and La Mine bridge. The
19th found this movement accomplished, the cavalry with its center
near Cook s Store, its right behind the Blaekwater toward Marshall,
and its left near Kirkpatrick s Mills toward Warrensburg. The enemy
apparently hesitated in the vicinity of Marshall as if uncertain whether
to go west or double on his tracks between Sedalia and Jefferson, but
our cavalry advanced, receding a few miles to meet supplies and con
centrate on the 17th and 18th, seemed to decide, his movements toward

Lexington, where General Curtis telegraphed me on the 10th the head
of his column had arrived, General Blunt, after a sharp skirmish, re

tiring toward Independence and destroying the bridges in his rear. I

informed General Curtis of our position ; that our troops reported Price
near Waverly; advised that Blunt check his advance at Wellington,
and as soon as we were sure his main force was moving on Lexington
we wTould endeavor by a forced march to strike him in the Hank. To
ascertain Price s real intentions General Pleasonton was directed to

make a strong reconnaissance toward Waverly. The results of this

reached me on the morning of the 20th, and Pleasonton was directed at

once to push the center of his cavalry to Lexington, and General Smith,
with his infantry, to support the movement. At 7 p. m. Pleasonton

reported the enemy had left Lexington, going west, and McNeil and
Sanborn entering the town. October 21 our cavalry advance followed
the enemy to Fire Creek Prairie. Brown s and Winslow s brigades
reaching Lexington at 2 p. m. and the infantry at 9 p. ni. of the same
day. General Curtis also reported a tight with the enemy s entire

force at the Little Blue from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m., and that to pre
vent being flanked he should retire to the Big Blue, where his militia

and artillery were in strong position. Supposing the enemy could not
cross the Big Blue in the face of Curtis, I dispatched General Pleason
ton my belief that he would move south, and that while McNeil s bri

gade should harass his rear, he, with the other three brigades, should
move toward Lone Jack, near which would be General Smith s infantry,
now marching from Lexington to Chapel Hill. At 10 p. m. a dispatch
from Pleasouton informed me of the receipt of these conditional orders,
and that the enemy in full force was moving far to the west, followed by
his cavalry, October 22 Pleasou toil s cavalry reached the Little Blue at
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10 a. ni.
;
found the bridge destroyed ;

a temporary one was constructed,
the enemy s skirmishers driven, the command crossed, when the enemy
opened with artillery, and was steadily driven toward Independence,
which place was taken by a brilliant cavalry charge, in which Cather-
wood s regiment captured two giins complete. Near a hundred prisoners
fell into our hands, and our troops pushed the enemy s rear guard all

night. At 8 p. in. Pleasonton reports
u all my brigades have been en

gaged ;
the enemy have left 40 killed and many sick and wounded in

my hands. Heard nothing from Curtis. If Smith can come up in case
we get a fignt it will be well. Have scut McNeil s brigade to Little

Santa Fe. Price is reported intrenched this side of the Big Blue.

Fighting still going on with an obstinate rear guard. Let Smith come
to this place. Reluctantly General Smith was dispatched to move to

Independence, as requested, the messenger reaching him at Chapel Hill

as he was putting his column in motion to march there in response to a
direct message from General Pleasouton advising him of the posture
of affairs.

On the morning of the 23d Pleasonton began to move on the enjemy.
At the crossing of the Big Blue, where the tight opened at 7 a. m. and
continued until 1 p. m., when Shelby, who had been fighting General
Curtis command, finding Marmaduke and Fagan were giving away,
turned on Pleasonton and &quot;for a moment shook Sanborn s brigade,&quot; but

by the skillful use of Thurber s battery, throwing double-shotted grape
and canister, and the gallant charging of our troops, they were routed
and fled southward, pushed by Generals Pleasonton and Curtis that

night beyond Little Santa Fe. General Smith s command arriving at

Independence at 5 p. m. was ordered to move that night .by a forced
march to Hickman Mills, hoping it would strike the enemy in flank
while passing that point. Had he been ordered and inarched for that

point^ instead of Independence the day before General Smith would
have arrived in time to strike the enemy s compact column and train

with 9,000 infantry and five batteries. But it was too late. He did
not reach the Mills until long after not only the enemy s but our own
column had passed there. News from the cavalry fronts during the

night showed that nothing remained but to push the enemy with our

cavalry, allowing the infantry to follow as best it could to act as sup
port in case of possible reverse to us or re-enforcements which were con

stantly reported on their way to meet the enemy. On the 24th, with the
Kansas troops in advance, we pursued the enemy until within fifteen

miles of the Trading Post, when, at General Curtis request, General
Pleasonton s command took the lead and at the end of a sixty-miles

march overtook the rebels about midnight, at the Marais des Cygnes;
began skirmishing, and on the 25th, at 4 a. m., opened upon their bivouac
with artillery, creating the greatest consternation, following it up by an
attack which drove them promptly from the field, leaving in our hands
horses, mules, wagons, arms, and some prisoners. Our troops followed
them in a running fight until 2 p. m., when they came up with them at

the Little Osage Crossing in position, with eight pieces of artillery on
their line of battle. With the instinct of a true cavalry general, Pleas
onton immediately ordered an attack by Benteen s and Philips brigades,
which by a magnificent charge completely routed them, capturing 8

guns, 2 stand of. colors, Major-General Marmaduke, Brigadier-General
Cabell, 5 colonels, many other officers, and near 1,000 prisoners, besides

wagons, small-arms, &c. Sanborn s brigade, which was one mile and
a half behind, and the Kansas troops still farther in the rear, did not,
arrive in time to take part in this battle, but Sanboru s brigade led
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ill the pursuit of the routed enemy, overtook them at a small stream a
few miles beyond the battle-ground, charged them in the timber, drove
them across it into the open prairie, where they formed in order of
battle three lines deep. But such was the enthusiasm of the men of.

this brigade when they reached the edge of the wood and saw this

triple line they charged it without orders, knocked it in pieces, and
chased the fugitives until night closed the pursuit, and the enemy fled

under cover of the darkness toward the Arkansas border. Besides
the wagons captured during this day at the Mara is des Cyjjnes, on the

way to and at the Little Osage, the enemy had destroyed many, includ

ing ammunition-wagons, and for twenty-five or thirty miles beyond the

Osage battle-field their route was strewn with debris of burning wagons
and other property.

Pleasonton s cavalry had now been in motion almost day and night
for six days, during which it had marched at least 204 miles and fought
four battles. It was pretty well exhausted and broken down and went
into Fort Scott that night for food and a little rest. He reported to

me the results of his day s work, that the enemy was going at his ut
most and his own troops were so broken down it would be impossible
without fresh horses to strike the enemy another great blow this

side of the Arkansas, and recommended that Generals San born and
McNeil follow, to support Curtis troops in pursuit so long as there
was any prospect of damaging the enemy, and then return to Spring
field and Kolla. On the receipt of the news of the enemy s rout Gen
eral Smith, whose command was out of provisions, was directed to move
to Harrisonville and thence get supplies from \Varrensburg, where 100

wagons were waiting with provisions for our command, sending ,JO,000
rations to the cavalry. Further reports of the enemy s condition sat

isfied me there would be no use of breaking down any more of our
horses since General Curtis, whose cavalry horses were fresher than

ours, supported by Sanborn and McNeil on their way down the State

line, would be more than ample to deal with any resistance Price s com
mand would offer this side of the Arkansas. Orders were accordingly
given and General Pleasontou returned with Philips brigade, the can

non, and part of the prisoners to Warrensburg. The Kansas troops
and Benteen s brigade pursued the enemy s flying columns, a part of

whom made their last stand at Newtonia, Mo., where General Blunt
overtook and attacked them on the 28th, but was being worsted when
Sanborn, having marched 102 miles in thirty-six hours, arrived in time
to save the day. The enemy fled and made no further stand this side
of the Arkansas. In a country destitute of food for man and beast,
five times defeated, pursued 400 or 500 miles, with the loss of nearly all

their artillery, ammunition, and baggage train, demoralization and
destitution, and want of supplies would drive the rebels across the
Arkansas for supplies at the risk of falling into the hands of Thayer s

forces or Steele s cavalry, and if allowed would almost disintegrate and
disband them on the way thither. General Curtis thought pushing
them was best, and accordingly followed, although he did not again over
take them. At his urgent instance, against my own judgment as well

as that of Generals Sanborn and McNeil, I pushed their two brigades
down to the Arkansas border, whence Sanborn sent an advance to Fort

Smith, reaching there on the morning of the 8th [November], to notify
General Thayer of the enemy s desperate condition and the direction

he had taken from Cane Hill toward the Indian Nation, between Fort
Smith and Fort Gibson. Meanwhile at Sherman s request, followed by
orders from the General-in-Chief, I directed Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith to
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move his command by the most expeditious route to the Mississippi, in

the vicinity of Saint Louis, there to embark and proceed to Nashville
and report to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. On the 3d of November I

returned to Saint Louis to be there during the election, and on the

receipt of the news of the enemy having crossed the Arkansas directed

the cavalry to repair to their respective districts and Win slew s cavalry
to move by the best route and join General Thomas at Nashville.

In entering into details I have aimed to give the general commanding
a sort of military photograph of our daily condition and movements as

well for his critical judgment as for history, omitting events of what
ever magnitude not having a bearing on our movements and most of

the minor ones which did enter into their determination. I trust that
the precautions taken in advance of Price s movements, the preparations
before we knew where he was coming, the measures taken to secure
our most important points and occupy him until we could concentrate
the forces to strike him with a certainty of success outweighing any
damage he could meanwhile do us, the energy and activity in con

centration, vigor in pursuit, and tiery gallantry of our troops in battle,
will receive the approbation of the general commanding the military
division.

It will appear from these details and accompanying reports that our
dismounted cavalry, infantry, and militia nobly performed their duty,

watching, inarching, and tighting whenever and wherever opportunity
offered, that by their aid in holding our depots and supporting our
mounted force we have saved all our important posts and most of the

country from pillage, except a belt of some twenty miles wide along
the route of the invasion, and with less than 7,000 effective cavalry have

pursued, overtaken, beaten in several engagements, and finally routed
an invading cavalry, variously estimated at from 15,000 to 20,000 men,
re-enforced by 0,000 armed recruits from Missouri, taken from them
10 pieces of artillery, 2 stand of colors, 1,958 prisoners of war, a large
number of horses, mules, wagons, and small-arms, compelled them to

destroy most of their remaining wagons, train, and plunder, blasted
all the political schemes of the rebels and traitors who concerted
with Price to revolutionize Missouri, destroy Kansas, and turn the
State and presidential election, against the Union cause, and by our

triumph in the late elections have given to gallant and suffering Mis
souri the fairest prospect she has ever yet seen of future freedom,

peace, and prosperity, all the fruits of a campaign of forty-eight days,
in which most of our victorious troops had never before seen a great

cavalry battle. Rarely during this or any other war has cavalry dis

played more persevering energy in pursuit, more impetuous courage
and gallantry in attacking, regardless of superior numbers, or had its

efforts crowned with greater fruits of success. While paying a just
tribute of thanks to all the, officers and soldiers of the cavalry, artillery,

infantry, militia, and citizen guards who served during the raid, for

their prompt and cheerful obedience to all orders, whether to labor,

march, or fight, I must refer to the accompanying reports of their com
manders for special mention of individual gallantry. Major-General
Pleasonton deserves the thanks of the country for the able manner in

which he handled and fought the cavalry, and for the brilliant and fruit

ful victories he won over triple his own force. I hope he may receive

promotion in the regular army. Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith deserves thanks
for promptitude, energy, and perseverance in all his movements, and
for the good judgment displayed in his campaign. Nor must I omit a
tribute of admiration to those brave and true soldiers who, under
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Mower, followed Price from Arkansas, marching 300 miles in eighteen
days, and after going by boat from Cape Girardeau to Jefferson City,

again resumed the march after him, making another march of 462 miles
before they embarked for Nashville to take part in the not doubtful con
test before that city for the mastery of Middle Tennessee. The district

commanders all deserve my thanks for prompt and cordial co-operation
in the measures precautionary, and preparatory for the raid. General

Ewing deserves special mention for military judgment, courage, and
gallantry, in holding Pilot Knob till he had certainty of the enemy s

force, as well as for the manner in which he withdrew his troops to Holla.

General McNeil for promptitude and energy in putting Eolla in a state of

defense, and for moving with all force to Jefferson City in time to su,ccor
it. General Fisk for the prompt and cheerful discharge of very trying
administrative duties, and for the energy and good sense in preparing
the defenses of Jefferson City, as in the subsequent repair of La Mine
bridge. General Brown displayed energy and good sense in preparing
the city for a good defense, and General Sanboru for vigilance, energy,
and soldierly judgment while commanding the cavalry advance between
Jefferson City and Dunksburg, as well as throughout the campaign.
Col. J. V. Du Bois, aide-de-camp, chief of staff

; Captain Henry, assist

ant quartermaster of General Steele s staff , volunteer staff quartermas
ter in the faeld; Capt. G. Scull, chief commissary; Surg. 1*. V. Schenck,
medical director in the tield

; Captain Iloelcke, acting aide-de-camp, en

gineer; Major Fischer, Fifth Missouri State Militia, on engineer duty;
Capt. J. F. Bennett, assistant adjutant-general, and my personal aides,
Maj. F. S. Bond, aide-de-camp, and Capt. 11. S. Thorns, aide-de-camp,
Captain Hills, Tenth Kansas, acting provost-marshal, accompanied me
during the campaign, and were zealous and indefatigable in the dis

charge of their respective duties. Major McDermott, First Iowa Cav
alry, who, with his battalion of First Iowa Cavalry, did such good
service in North Missouri and behaved very gallantly in the pursuit of
the rebels from Jefferson City to Boouville, commanded the escort
from Sedalia, and deserves honorable mention. Brig. Gen. J. B. Gray,
adjutant-general of Missouri, and Brigadier-General Pike, of the En
rolled, are entitled to public thanks for their valuable and indefatigable
services in connection with the Enrolled Militia. Col. T. J. Haines,
commissary of subsistence, to whom all the armies West, as well as the

country, owe a debt of gratitude for invaluable services not likely to be

overpaid, displayed his usual promptitude and foresight in providing
for the wants of our troops and depots. Col. William Myers, chief

quartermaster, in supplying animals, fitting up trains, and providing
for the wants of our troops, exhibited his characteristic care and skill.

I must also mention the voluntary services of those tried veterans,
Colonel Wangelin, late of the Twelfth Missouri Volunteer Infantry,
and Colonel Laiboldt, who did all in their power to aid in the defense
of Saint Louis. Senator B. Gratz Brown and Mayor Thomas, seconded

by the efforts of many patriotic citizens of all classes, did much to pre
pare for the defense of the city, and deserve my thanks. I should be

glad to call the general s attention to many militia officers, such as Gen
eral Craig, whose able management in the northwest, in the absence
of General Fisk, Colonel Gale, who so promptly organized his militia

regiment (Fifty-fourth Enrolled Missouri Militia) at Franklin, and many
others scattered over the State, who rendered great service to the coun

try. But as the chief motive of these officers and the men of their com
mands was their country s good the consciousness of duty manfully per
formed must be their chief reward, until the day conies when our chil-
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dren, pointing to them as to others who have borne arms in this great
national struggle, shall say,

u There go some of the men who helped to

save our nation.&quot;

The accompanying reports show our total losses in this campaign
were 164 killed, of whom 116 were murdered at Centralia, 336 wounded,
171 prisoners, of whoia many, if not all, are illegally parolled, 681 hors

de combat, besides which there were several small squads of prisoners

illegally captured and parolled in [Southeast Missouri, and the troops at

Glasgow whose surrender was, I think, justifiable and possibly lawful.

W. S. EOSECEANS,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel CHRISTE^SEN,
A. A. G,, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.

ADDENDA.

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
No. 216. j Saint Louis, Mo., December 2, 1864.

I. The conduct of the militia under Actg. Lieut. Col. S. P. Cox and
Major Grimes in pursuing Bill Anderson s band of bushwhackers, kill

ing Anderson and dispersing his band, as reported by Brig. Gen. James
Craig, Enrolled Missouri Militia, displays so much spirit, energy, and
bravery on the part of citizens, giving their services and risking their

lives for the public good without fee or reward, as to call for the special
thanks of the major-general commanding the department.

II. In consideration of their gratuitous services, and as a reward for

their gallantry, it is therefore ordered that the property taken by these
citizens from the robbers be distributed under the direction of Brigadier-
General Craig, as follows :

The horse ridden by Bill Anderson and the watches and arms taken
will be given to the several officers of the command, to be retained as
honorable trophies. The money captured will be given in just propor
tions to the wounded of the command and to the families of such as
were killed in the affair.

III. Brigadier-General Craig will furnish these headquarters with a
certified list of all property disposed of under this order, reporting the
manner of its distribution and the names and rank of the officers and
soldiers who have received it.

By command of Major-General Eosecrans :

FEANK ENO,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

GENERAL ORDERS,
\ HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI.

No. 220. ) Saint Louis, Mo., December
&amp;lt;v,

1864.

I. The reports of the commanders of troops in the late campaign
against Price, delayed till now by the necessities of the case, furnish a
record so brilliant of arduous service and gallant fighting, .that the

commanding general deems it a duty to express to the officers and men
of his command his admiration of their behavior, and to congratulate
them and their fellow-citizens on the result.

II. Yague rumors and threats of an invasion of Missouri by Price
had been in circulation for months among rebels, bushwhackers, and
&quot; O. A. K. s.&quot;

About the 21st of September these rumors ripened into certainty by
the information that Price, crossing the Arkansas with two divisions
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of cavalry and three batteries of artillery, bad joined Shelby near Bates-

ville, sixty miles south of the line of our State, and would invade us
with from 15,000 to 20,000 veteran mounted men.
We had then about 6,500 mounted men for field duty in the depart

ment, scattered over a country 400 miles long and 300 broad, which,
with the partially-organized newinfantry regiments and our dismounted
men, constituted the entire force to cover our great depots at Saint Louis,
Jefferson City, Saint Joseph, Macon, Springfield, Rolla, and Pilot Knob,
guard our railroad bridges against this invasion and protect, as far as

possible, the lives and property of our citizens from the guerrillas
who swarmed over the whole country bordering on the Missouri River.

Fortunately, Ma). Gen. A. J. Smith s troops, passing Cairo toward Nash
ville, at the urgent solicitation of the general commanding, were ordered
to halt and oppose Price, thus giving us 4,500 veteran infantry.

III. Unable to concentrate until the point was determined where the

enemy would strike, without surrendering all the remaining portion of
the State, you could only make preliminary preparations and await the

coming storm, while the Enrolled Missouri Militia, which had never yet
failed to respond to the call of patriotism, prepared to defend their

homes against the invader and his traitor friends in our midst.
IV. \Vhen Springfield appeared safe from the blow, General Sanborn

moved with all his available cavalry to re-enforce Rolla, where General
McNeil was preparing to secure our depots and great supply trains,
while Ewing and his band of heroes, the young Forty-seventh Missouri

Infantry, detachments of the First, Second, and Third Missouri State

Militia, the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, and Battery H, Second Missouri

Light Artillery, by their grand defense of Pilot Knob, September 27,

proved the presence of the enemy s entire force in Southeast Missouri,

gave him the first staggering blow, and allowed time for the Enrolled
Missouri Militia and citizens of Saint Louis to prepare for its defense,
then covered only by General Smith s infantry and three regiments
of cavalry, thrown as far as practicable toward the enemy.

V. The zeal and energy of the citizens, aided by the timely arrival

of the One hundred and thirty-second, One hundred and thirty fourth,
One hundred and thirty- sixth, One hundred and thirty-ninth. One
hundred and fortieth, and One hundred and forty-second Illinois Regi
ments (100 days volunteers), who generously and promptly came
to our assistance, soon put us at ease about the safety of Saint

Louis, and struck the second blow to the invasion. The gallant First,

Second, Third, Fourth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, Eightieth, and
Eighty-fifth Regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia, and the National
Guard of Saint Louis, under Generals Pike, Wolff, and Miller, organized
to support General Smith s infantry, and roll the rebel tide westward.
General Brown concentrated at Jefferson City the troops of the

Central District, and re-enforced by General Fisk, with all available

troops north of the Missouri, prepared for the defense of the capital of

the State, the citizens of which vied with the military in their enthu
siastic exertions to bring the great invasion to naught.
The enemy, after waiting at Richwoods for a day or two and threat-

eniug Saint Louis, started for the State capital, accompanied by Tom
Reynolds, Trusten Polk, and other Missouri traitors, to inaugurate
another bogus election. McNeil and Sanborn, moving with all their

available cavalry, by forced marches reached the point of danger a few
miles in advance of him, and uniting with Fisk and Brown saved Jef
ferson City, and struck the third blow to the hopes of the invaders and

traitors, who had boasted they would plant themselves there and hold
the State.
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VI. On the 8th of October, when General Pleasontou assumed com
mand at Jefferson City, he sent Sanborn with all his mounted force,

4,100 strong-, to follow the rebel track and harass them until all our

remaining cavalry could join you, and the infantry supports coine up.
You drove the enemy s rear guard upon their main force in line of bat
tle near Boonville, and bearded.them in position with a force of only
f&amp;gt;,500 men. Pursuing their retreat westward, and keeping them between
you and the Missouri Kiver, without an opportunity to double on their

track, you waited the arrival of Winslow s command, 1,500 strong, which
followed the enemy from Arkansas, and when, on the 19th, it joined,
forming the Provisional Cavalry Division of 0,500 men, exclusive of
escort guards, under General Pleasouton, you moved on the foe for bat
tle and victory, overtook and gave them the rirst sweet taste of your
sabers on the 22d, at Independence, where you routed Fagan and
captured two of his guns. On the 23d you forced the passage of the

Big Blue, fought them from 7 in the morning until 1 p. m. Their
advance quitting Curtis then fell upon you, when by the combined use
of Thurber s double-shotted canister and the saber you routed their
main force, and by dark had thrown them beyond Little Santa Fe\
On the 24th, at midnight, after marching some sixty miles, with lit

tle water, except the rain on your backs, and less food for men or
horses, you again overtook them at the Marais des Cygnes, began skir

mishing, and at 4 a. m. on the 25th, opening with artillery, routed them
with loss ; capturing mules, horses, &c. Thence, in a running tight, you
pursued them to the Little Osage Crossing, where two advanced bri

gades, under Benteen and Philips, charged two rebel divisions, routed
them, captured eight pieces of artillery, and near 1,000 prisoners, includ

ing Generals Marmaduke and Cabell. Sanborn s brigade again led in

pursuit, overtook them and made two more brillant charges, driving
everything before it, across the Marmiton, whence the enemy fled, under
cover of night, toward the Arkansas. After thus marching 204 miles
in six days and beating the enemy, his flying columns were pursued
toward the Arkansas by the Kansas troops andBenteen s brigade, while
Sanborn, following, marched 104 miles in thirty-six hours, and on the
28th readied Newton ia, where the enemy made his last stand, in time to
turn the tide of battle which was going against General Blunt, again
routing the enemy, and giving the final blow to the greatest cavalry
raid of the war.

VII. The substantial results of this brilliant series of operations are,
that while our infantry and dismounted men nobly performed their
share of the work by righting at Pilot Knob and Glasgow, holding the

depots and important points, and backing your hazards, the enemy,
entering the St;ite with a mounted force of veteran troops, variously
estimated at from 15,000 to 26,000. and eighteen pieces of artillery, with
vast expectations of revolutionizing the State, destroying Kansas, and
operating on the Presidential election, after having added to his force

(1,000 Missourians, which General Marmaduke told General Pleasouton
were armed and organized into a division, has been defeated in all his
schemes, his mischief confined to the narrow belt of country over which
he passed, and routed by you in four engagements, he has lost ten

pieces of artillery, a large number of small-arms, nearly all his trains
and plunder, and, besides his killed, wounded, and deserters, 1,958
prisoners, which we have now in possession, and the latest reports con
firm the statement that when the enemy s forces recrossed the Arkan
sas, demoralization, desertion, and losses had reduced their strength to
less than 5,000, but partially armed and mounted, with three pieces of
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artillery, and their horses in the most wretched condition. All this

has been accomplished by less than 7,000 cavalry, most- of whom never
before saw a great battle, and your entire loss in killed, wounded, and
missing is only 340 officers and men. The records of this war furnish
no more brilliant and decisive results.

VIII. To Major-General Pleasonton and the officers and soldiers of
the Provisional Cavalry Division, by whom this work was wrought, the

genera^ commanding tenders his thanks for their gallantry and effi

ciency in the campaign, and congratulates them on having acquired the
true spirit of cavalry service.

He also returns his thanks to the district commanders, to the officers

and soldiers of our infantry and artillery, and the Enrolled Militia, and
to Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith and his command for the zeal and energy with
which they performed all the duties devolving upon them in the cam
paign which brought to naught Price s formidable raid and defeated
the schemes of the rebels and traitors in Missouri and elsewhere against
the State and the Nation.
IX. A department order will announce the regiments entitled, and

the names of the engagements they are to inscribe on their banners.

By command of Major-General Rosecrans :

FRANK ENO,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 2.

Itinerary of detachment of First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army
Corps, Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding.*

FIRST DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. JOSEPH J. WOODS, TWELFTH
IOWA VOLUNTEERS.

During the past month this division has been actively engaged as a

portion of the army pursuing the rebel General Price through Missouri.

Marching has been almost continuous and very hard, making as high
as thirty-three miles per day.

SECOND BRIGADE. FIRST DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. LUCIUS F.

HUBBARD, FIFTH MINNESOTA INFANTRY.

October 1. The command left its bivouac on Black River, near Pop
lar Bluff, Mo., marching via Greenville, Jackson, and Dallas.

October 5. Arrived at Cape Girardeau.
October 8. Embarked on transports and moved to Jefferson City,

Mo.
October 15. Arrived at Jefferson City and moved the same day by

railroad to La Mine Bridge.
October 19. Left the La Mine, marching via Sedalia to Lexington ;

thence via Independence and Little Santa Fe to Harrisonville, reaching
that point on the 26th.

October 30 and 31. Marched toward \Varrensburg, bivouacking on

the night of the 31st near the Pacific Railroad, two miles west of Hoi-

den Station.

Distance marched, 283 miles; distance traveled by transports and

railroad, 3(50 miles; total, (143 miles.

&quot; From October returns.
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THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. SYLVESTER
G. HILL, THIRTY-FIFTH IOWA INFANTRY.

October 1. Marched at 7 a. in. from near Poplar Bluff, Mo., toward
Greenville, Mo., thirteen miles

;
command on three-quarter rations.

October 2. Marched at a. m. ; forded the Saint Francis River; en

camped at Greenville; fourteen miles.

October 3. Marched on Cape Girardeau road; seventeen miles.

October 4. Marched at U a. m.; a forced march; raining- and roads
bad; encamped at 8 p. m. on White Water Creek; thirty miles.

October 5. Marched to Cape Girardeau; eighteen miles; encamped
one mile below town. This concludes a march of 317 miles in nineteen

days from Brownsville, Ark.
October 7. Embarked on boats for Saint Louis.
October 9. Re-embarked at Saint Louis for Missouri Kiver.
October 18. Lauded at Jefferson City, Mo., and moved by cars to

La Mine Bridge.
October 19. Marched via Sedalia to lioletta; went into cam]) at

11.30 p. m.
; nearly the whole command left by the roadside exhausted;

thirty-three miles.

October 20. Marched sixteen miles.

October 21. Marched into Lexington; twenty-five miles.

October 22. Marched southwest twenty-four miles.

October 21. Marched at 1 a. m. via Independence to Big Blue River;
eighteen miles.

October 25. Marched via Little Santa Fe, Ivans.; fifteen miles.

October 26. Marched to Harrisonville, Mo. ; twenty-three miles.

October 27 to 29. Remained in camp waiting supplies.
October 30. Marched to Pleasant Hill. Mo.; twelve miles.

October 31. Marched to Chapel Hill, Mo.; sixteen miles; went into

camp at 9 p. in.

THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. DAVID MOORE, TWENTY-FIRST
MISSOURI INFANTRY.

October 2. This division left Jefferson Barracks, forming part of the
command under Muj. Gen. A. J. Smith: moved through the State of
Missouri to Harrisonville, and from there took up line ofmarch forSaint
Louis.

Mustered for pay at Pleasant Hill, Mo., on the 31st instant.

Distance marched during the month, 375 miles.

FIRST BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. THOMAS J.

KINNEY, ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY.

October 2. The brigade moved from Jefferson Barracks to Gray s

Summit, a distance of some thirty miles.

October /. Reached that place. Here we halted until the 7th, when
the command moved on in pursuit of Price s rebel forces, marching at

the rate of fifteen to twenty miles from Kansas City, Mo., then moving
to Harrisonville, where we halted until the 30th (three days).

October 30. Moved to Pleasant Hill, where the brigade now is, under
orders to march by Lexington, Waverly, Glasgow, Fayette, Columbia,
Danville, and Warrentou to Saint Charles, Mo.

21 R R VOL XLI, rT i
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SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. JAMES I.

GILBERT, TWENTY-SEVENTH IOWA INFANTRY.

October 1. Found this command at Jefferson Barracks, Mo.
October 3. Marched in the morning, forming a part of the command

under Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, to Kirkwood; thirteen miles.

October 3. Marched to Dutch Holland ; eighteen miles.

October 4. Marched to Summit Station ; ten miles.

October 5 and C&amp;gt;. Lay in camp.
October 7. Marched to Cedar Creek; ten miles.

October 8. Marched on Jefferson City road; eighteen miles.

October !&amp;gt;. Lay in camp.
October 10. Marched on Jefferson City road, fording Gasconade

River; eighteen miles.

October 11. Marched to Big Mary Creek; twenty-two miles.
*
October 12. Marched to Moreau Creek

;
nineteen miles.

October 13. Passing through Jefferson City, nine miles, west; thir

teen miles.

October 14. Marched to California, passing Lookout Station ; seven
teen miles.

October 15. Lay in camp.
October 16. Marched to La Mine Bridge; twenty- four miles.

October 17. Lay in camp.
October 18. Marched, passing Sedalia two miles toward Georgetown;

eighteen miles.

October 10. Marched on Lexington road, passing Georgetown; fif

teen miles.

October 20. Marched on Lexington road to Deer Creek: seventeen
miles.

October 21. Marched into Lexington; twenty-three miles.

October 22. Marched on Harrisouville road fourteen miles and took
the Independence road; seventeen miles.

October 23. Marched on Independence road eighteen miles.

October 24. At midnight passing Independence to Big Blue River;
fifteen miles.

October 25. Marched south, passing Santa
Fe&quot;,

and encamped on Big
Blue ; fifteen miles.

October 26. Marched at 3.30 o clock in the morning and passed one
mile beyond Harrisonville; twenty-six miles.

October 27 to 29. Lay in camp.
October 30. Marched on the Warrensburg road to within one mile of

Pleasant Hill
;
eleven miles.

October 31. Mustered for pay and marched toward Wellington to

Big Snibar River; twelve miles.

The command has thus marched during the month 369 miles, and is

now in camp for the night, en route for Lexington.

THIRD BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. EDWARD H.

WOLFE, FIFTY-SECOND INDIANA INFANTRY.

October 1. Engaged in a skirmish at Franklin, Mo., lasting a half

hour, resulting in driving the rebels.

October 5. Marched to Gray s Summit.
October 7. Took up line of march for Jefferson City.
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October 8. Passed through Union City.
October 10. Crossed Gasconade River.
October 11. Passed through Linn.
October 12. Reached Jefferson City; same night proceeded by rail

to California; encamped there three days.
October 16. Proceeded through Tipton and Syracuse to Otterville.
October 18. Marched through Farmer and Smith City to Sedalia.
October 19. Marched through Georgetown.
October 21. Reached Lexington.
October 23. Made a forced march of forty-live miles, passing through

Independence about midnight.
October 25. Crossed the Kansas line at Little Santa Fe.
October 26. Reached Harrisonvi lie.

October 30. Started on return march.
October 31. Reached Pleasant Hill. Command divided into two

columns, one regiment moving toward Independence and the rest of
the brigade toward Cogswell s Landing, Missouri River.
Entire distance marched during the month, 400 miles.

Report of Col. Phinens Pcanc, Forty-ninth IlJiuoin Infantry.

HDQRS. FORTY-NINTH REGT. ILLINOIS INFTY. VET. VOLS.,
Franklin, J/o., October 2, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by my command in the action at Franklin, Mo., October 1,
1864:

Left the train of cars about two miles east of town, and forming in
rear of Fifty-second Indiana Infantry Veteran Volunteers, advanced
steadily and for the purpose of supporting said regiment should they
become heavily engaged. Company A, Captain Cogan commanding, was
deployed on right of and joining skirmish line of Fifty-second Indiana;
Company B, Lieutenant Stanley commanding, was deployed in same
manner on the left. The regiment moved in the above order until near
the town, when it was advanced and joined on the right of the Fifty-
second Indiana, and in that order entered the town and halted on the
right of the railroad west of and near the depot, where it went into

camp for the night.
The following is a list of casualties in Forty-ninth Regiment Illinois

Infantry Veteran Volunteers: David W. Thurman, private, Company I,
wounded slightly in left elbow.

Respectfully submitted.

P. PEASE,
Colonel, Comdy. Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry Veteran Vols.

Lieut. JA:\IES D. COBINE,
Actg. Aunt. Adjt. Gen., 3d Briy., 3d

/&amp;gt;&amp;lt;&amp;gt;.,

Kith Army Corp*.
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Report of Lieut, Col. Andrew W. Rogers, Eighty-first Illinois Infantry.

HDQRS. EIGHTY-FIRST ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Warrensburg, Mo., October 30, 1864.

SIR: In accordance with instructions just received I have the honor
to make the following report of my movements while on the recent
reconnaissance by instructions from Colonel Moore, commanding post :

Maj. S. A. Garth, battalion Ninth Missouri Cavalry, two companies,
reported to me for duty at 5 a. m. the 29th. I marched from town,

taking the Columbus road, distant twelve miles. Arriving there, 1

secreted my command in the woods, sending out scouting parties on
various roads, to the distance of four and live miles, but finding no
indications of an enemy, I then moved my command seven miles up
the Lexington road, watching all the roads closely until at this point,

being the road crossing at the uppermost bridge that an enemy would
cross at going southward. Then turning an east and southeastward
direction we traveled along and crossed all roads that an enemy would
travel 011 if going in the direction anticipated. Taking the Lexington
and Warreusburg road at Hazle Hill at dark, ten miles northeast of

Warrensburg, camped for the night. At 8 a. in. the morning of the
30th we again took up the line of march, arriving at this place at about
10 a. m. to-day, having had a right fatiguing march of seventy-five
miles without seeing or hearing anything of an enemy. There are no
indications of an enemy in that section of country save a few bush

whacking and irresponsible bands of men that disband on the approach
of an armed force

A. \V. ROGERS,
Lieutenant-Colonel Eighty-first Illinois Volunteers.

Capt. J. II. WETMORE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam, One hundred and seventeenth

Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS llTTii REGIMENT ILLINOIS INFANTRY,
Franklin

, Mo., October
;?, 1K61.

LIEUTENANT: L have the honor to submit the following report of

the part taken by my command in the action of October 1 at this

place :

At 10 a. m. I received an order from the colonel commanding to take

my command off the cars and move forward in the rear of the Forty-
ninth Illinois. After coming within range of the enemy s artillery I

deployed the regiment into line of battle and moved forward as before.

From the nature of the ground my command was obliged to move in

the rear of the other troops and did not become directly engaged. The
casualties in the regiment during the day -were Andrew J. Nash, private,

Company B, contusion in breast by musket-ball, and Samuel I. Grant,
private, Company D, slightly wounded in head by musket-ball.

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. MERRIAM,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding.
Lieut. JAMES I). COBINE,

Actg.. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 3d Briy.-, 3d Die., lUth Army Corps.
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Xo. &amp;lt;;.

Report of Capt. Ell Mattockx, Fifty-second Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTY-SECOND INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Franklin, Mo., October 2, 1S64.

LIEUTENANT: 1 have the honor to make the following report of the

part taken in the skirmish near Franklin, Mo., on the 1st instant:
1 disembarked my regiment about one mile and a half from the vil

lage, formed on the Franklin road, deploying Company A, under com
mand of Captain Bodkin, as skirmishers, who had scarcely deployed
before skirmishing

1 commenced. My regiment was now formed at right

angles with and across the road. Company B was ordered forward to

support the skirmish line, which was steadily driving- the enemy s

skirmishers. When near the railroad Companies F and.D were sent

forward to strengthen the skirmish line, the regiment crossing and

moving- up along the railroad by the right flank until after passing the

water-tank, when I deployed my regiment in line again, advancing
steadily, the skirmishers driving the rebel line under a brisk tire.

When near the town the enemy s line of battle could be seen drawn
up in town. They opened with three pieces of artillery, tiring but a

few shots and with no effect. The men had been ordered to lie down.
The skirmish line had beeir halted and was now ordered forward and
continued steadily driving the enemy through and soine distance out
of town, when a halt was ordered. The regiment remained in line

where tirst halted until late in the evening, when it was ordered back
a short distance and went into camp.
The following is a list of casualties, viz: Private Thomas Harrall,

Company A, gunshot wound in right thigh, severe; Private B. S. Blue,

Company F, gunshot wound in right shoulder, severe; Private Harri
son Crawford, Company G, gunshot wound in head, severe; Private
Samuel Shepherd, Company G, wounded by piece of shell, slight.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELI MATTOCKS,

Captain. Comda. Fifty-second Indiana Veteran Volunteers.

Lieut. JAMES 1). COBINK.
Actg. Aatft. Adjt. (fen., . id Brit/., Xd Dir.. Kith Army Corps.

Report of Capt. William J. Campbell. Fourteenth loira Infan try.

HDQRS. FOURTEENTH IOWA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS,
Rolla, Mo.. October o . 1864.

On the 25th [September] I moved with my command by rail on the
Iron Mountain road. By order I detached and left at various stations,
from .Jefferson Barracks to Mineral Point, Mo., tive companies of my
command, namely. Companies A, G, H, I, and K. Encamped at Mineral
Point on the night of the 25th. Proceeded from thence on the morn
ing of the 2Gth. with Companies B, C, D, and E, to Pilot Knob, Mo.,
whence we marched to Iron ton. distant one mile, where we encamped
during the night of the 2(&amp;gt;th of September.
On the morning of the 27th, at early daylight, the enemy appeared in

force, when they were engaged by two pieces of the Second Missouri
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Battery. The enemy being too strong in numbers we were compelled
to fall back, which was done in good order to the southeast point of

Shepherd s Mountain, where our forces again formed line of battle under
command of Major Wilson. Here 1 was joined by a detachment of eight
een men of Company II, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. I was ordered,
with my command, to occupy the summit of Shepherd s Mountain,
which I did. At this point I had a brisk skirmish with the enemy, who
attempted to flank my position, and I fell back to the rifle-pits of Fort
Davidson, where I remained till I was ordered, at 1 p. in., to occupy
the face of Shepherd s Mountain south of the fort. I held that position
till the enemy attacked me in heavy force, and I was compelled to fall

back within the fort, when a general engagement commenced.
On the morning of the 28th, at 2 a. in., by order of Brigadier-General

Ewing, I moved my command in advance, and took up line of march on
the Caledonia road, arriving at Webster, distant thirty miles, where
we encamped. On the 29th of September, at 1 a. m., took up line of

inarch, covering the retreat with my command to Leasburg, distant

thirty-six miles. About 10 a. m. the enemy attacked our rear guard of

cavalry, and drove them in. I immediately formed line of battle, and
checked the advance of the enemy. The column moved forward, and I

covered the retreat, with continual skirmishing the entire way. Arriv

ing at Leasburg at sunset my command was formed in line of battle on
the left, facing the enemy, where we remained encamped during the

night. On the 30th of September commenced building temporary for

tifications, which were occupied till the morning of October 2, at 2
o clock, when we took up our line of march for Itolla, Mo., distant thirty-
one miles, where we arrived at p. m., and are encamped at the pres
ent time.

The officers and men of my command behaved with the utmost cool

ness and bravery during the several engagements in which we took

part. First Lieut. Hugo IToftbauer, acting adjutant, has my warmest-
thanks for the manner in which he conducted himself, and the valuable
service rendered by his untiring energy during the several engagements,
and while on the march.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. J. CAMPBELL,

Captain Company K, Comdg. Fourteenth Iowa Infty. Vols.

Lieut. G. D. (). KELLMAN,
Avtiny Anaistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Cdpt. John B. Gandolfo, One hundred and seventy-eighth y~eir

York Infantry.

HDQRS. ITSrii XEW YORK VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Franklin, Mo.. October .V, 1864.

SIR: In compliance with instructions received, I have the honor to

report the following part taken by my command in the action of the

1st instant near this place:

Upon the arrival of the command near this town I was assigned to

the duty of guarding the trains. My command was distributed among
the trains for the better protection thereof, and one company (G) sent
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us pickets upon a road to the north, to preveilt any surprise from that

quarter. Later in the day I received orders to follow the rest of the

brigade to the town, where my command was encamped. I have to

report no casualties.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHH B. GAXDOLFO,

Captain, Commanding 178th New York Volunteers.

Lieut. JAMES D. COBINE,
Acty. Asst. Adjt. (Jen.. 3d Briy., 3&amp;lt;l T&amp;gt;ii\, Kith Army Corps.

Reports of Col. Edward F. Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, commanding
Cavalry, Sixteenth Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND Div., CAV. CORPS, DIST. OF WEST TENN.,
October 23, 186-i.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following- report of the

operations of detachments of about 12,000 men of my command :

Under instructions from Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, commanding
District of West Tennessee, 1 crossed the Mississippi Kiver at Mem
phis, Teun., with about 1,900 officers and men of my division, the
detachments from First Brigade in charge of Col. Joseph Karge, and
those from the Second under command of Lieut. Col. George Duffield,
Third Iowa Cavalry. Marched at noon of the 2d of September, moving
on the military road to Clarendon, 100 miles, arriving at 11 a. m. Gth
instant, having bridged four bayous and ferried one Black Fish
where seven men of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, one negro, and four
horses were drowned by the sinking of the boat. The Saint Francis
and L Anguille Kivers were forded without trouble. It would be quite
impracticable to move a column by this route during the wet season. On
the 7th instant (ultimo] I was directedby Major-General Steele, command
ing Department of Arkansas, to move to Brownsville, and being ferried
over the White Eiver, marched to that point, thirty-nine miles, arriving
on the Dth instant [ultimo] at noon. I had sent about 100men and animals
from Clarendon by river to Memphis, and on my departure therefrom
left 150 men sick and dismounted, with about ioo horses, at Browns
ville. During our stay at this point many of my men became ill, the
weather being very warm and the water very bad. The animals were in

sufficiently supplied with forage. Notwithstanding every possible etfort
was made I could not get my animals shod, and because of this many
were abandoned during the march to Cape Girardeau. Colonel Karge
was left at Brownsville sick, and the command of his brigade devolved
on Major Simonson, Seventh Indiana Cavalry. The Second Xew Jer
sey Cavalry, about L50 men. which I liad directed to report to Major-
General Mower at Memphis, was here returned to the command. On
the 18th instant [ultimo], under orders from Major-General Mower, com
manding expedition, I moved from Brownsville and arrived at Cape
Girardeau, Mo., on the 5th of October at noon. Distance 310 miles
direct march.
October 7, the command embarked on steamers for Saint Louis,

arriving on the 8th, Oth, and 10th, and going at once to Benton
Barracks. Here 1 caused to be turned in all unserviceable animals,
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and the command was supplied with 500 fresh horses, five ambu
lances, and five six-mule teams and wagons. (Our transportation to

this time had included no wagons.) The men were also supplied with

clothing, which was much needed. At 5 p. m. 10th instant the First

Brigade moved toward the Missouri River, arriving at noon next day,
thirty-five miles, and embarked on steamers for Jefferson City, while J

marched with the Second Brigade at a. m. on the llth instant, reach

ing Independence, via Washington, Russellville, California, Tipton,
Sedalia, and Lexington, on the evening of the 22d instant, distance
about 305 miles direct. A portion only of the First Brigade joined me
on the march, the Second Xew Jersey and Nineteenth Pennsylvania
Regiments having fallen to the rear by orders from Major-General
Pleasonton. At Independence we first came up with an enemy, and

my command was directed to support that of Brigadier-General Brown
(Missouri State Militia) in pushing the enemy over Big Blue River.

General Brown, saying his men were out of ammunition, directed me to

take the advance at dark, which I did, and with the Third Iowa (dis

mounted) pushed the enemy from Independence to within two miles of

the river, where I was ordered to halt, at 10.30 p. in. On the morning
of the 23d, General Brown s brigade being ordered to the front and
himself to the rear, I was requested by the major-general command
ing to take charge of the front .and conduct the fighting. Imme
diately assuming direction. I formed on the edge of the stream one

regiment of Missouri State Militia, together with the Fourth Missouri,

Captain Knispel, and one battalion of the Fourth Iowa, Captain Dee,
which 1 had previously placed there, and ordered a charge upon the

enemy on the other bank. The enemy were at once driven back upon
his main line, half a mile farther back. Almost three companies,
being partially surrounded, would have been captured from the enemy
but for awkwardness or negligence on the part of some militia officers.

Dismounting two other regiments of Missouri State Militia, and direct

ing Captains Knispel and Dee to hold their commands in reserve, and
at the same time ordering forward my whole command, I advanced

upon the main position of the enemy. Their line was formed in the

edge of a long piece of timber, just on the brow of the rising ground,
while in front was a fine open stretch of clearing descending grad
ually to the river. When within 400 yards of the enemy I directed

the line to advance rapidly and drive them from the timber. This was
well commenced only, when the whole line gave way under the fire of

the enemy and retreated in disorder to the reserve, where I succeeded
in reforming the broken detachment. I again ordered an advance with
the Third and Fourth Iowa Regiments closely supporting. This time
we reached the woods, and after a short, spirited resistance from the

enemy drove them out of position with some loss. The retiring foe

was followed by our troops through the skirt of timber about two

miles, when, having been struck, just as we gained the edge of the

timber, in the leg with a rifle-ball, and disabled thereby. 1 turned over
the command to Lieut. Col. F. W. Benteen, Tenth Missouri Cavalry,
who had commanded the Second Brigade since leaving Washington,
Mo.

Having been left on the field I could not learn our loss or that of

the enemy. I know of Captain Brown and Lieutenant Watts, Third

Iowa, and Lieutenant Bowman, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, being wounded
while gallantly leading their men. I presume our loss to this time did
not exceed in my division 25 all told. The command is still pursuing
the retreating enemv. During the march to Clarendon and until leav-
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ing Brownsville. Ark., the command was hut partially supplied with

grain, and had very litrle hay. From Brownsville, Ark., to (Jape Gir-

ardeau. Mo., grain was readily found and some hay was obtained.

From tSaiut Louis to time of arrival at Independence a sufficient amount
of grain and considerable hay was secured. That the march was
severe in many respects is evident, and yet at the time of the light,
2-id of October, there were no dismounted men. Of course during the
march from Saint Louis no horses were taken from citizens. Previous
to the arrival of the command at Cape Girardeau about 250 animals
were taken and captured, all of which were branded, and most of them
turned into the quartermaster s department at Beuton Barracks. The
men were dismounted and led their animals from one-eighth to one-

fourth of each day s march, and every effort was made by steady mov
ing, frequent rests, and regular and abundant feeding, when practica
ble, to keep the command in an effective condition. The officers gen
erally did all they could to second my endeavors, although, as is the
case in all our movements, many company commanders neglected to

enforce obedience to orders received from higher authority. I am
especially indebted to the several brigade commanders, and to Lieut.

A. Hodge, acting assistant adjutant-general; Captain Fitch, aide-de

camp; Lieutenant Madigan, acting commissary of subsistence; Capt.
J. F. Young, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, acting assistant quartermaster,
and Lieutenant Thiel, aide-de-camp, for much valuable aid.

Immediately after the return from the pursuit of Price the command
should be reunited, and I respectfully represent the necessity of this

being done. The detachment in Missouri is composed of details from
about every company in eight regiments, the company and regimental
records being yet at Memphis with the portion there encamped.

I submit herewith a statement of the daily marches with remarks.

Only the direct marches are shown, to which aggregate should be
added 25 per cent, for scouting, Hanking, and foraging. Miles marched,
772; traveled by boats, 150: total distance, 1)22 miles.

Respectfully submitted.
Your obedient servant,

E. F. WINSLOW,
Colonel, Commanding Di FIXion.

Capt. S. L. WOODWARD,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Corps, J)iat. of ITV.s/

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION.
Rear Kansas Cily, October ^, 1S64.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following brief report
of operations of my command from the 10th instant to date:

By direction of the major-general commanding the department, I

reported to the major-general commanding division from Prince s Ford
on Osage River, where my command was then in bivouac. From this

point the command moved thirty miles per diem, to Wellington, camp
ing at dark on the 21st instant; moved at 12 o clock same night in rear
of Sanborn s brigade to Independence, when 1 was directed to support
Brigadier-General Brown and aid in driving the enemy to Weston.
Moved at 5 p. in., and by direction of General Brown my brigade took
the advance, pushing the enemy (Clark s rebel brigade in the rear) to

within three miles of Big Blue, when, at 10. , U) p. in., 1 received orders
to wait for the moon to rise. Moved about 4 a. m. 2, 5d, driving the
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enemy over Big Blue, at which stream General Brown s brigade was
ordered to take the advance and General B. ordered to the rear. At
the request of the major-general commanding division. 1 assumed di
rection of the fighting in front, the enemy being

1

posted on the oppo
site bank of the river with their main line formed about half a mile from
the stream. With one battalion Fourth Iowa Cavalry, 100 Fourth Mis
souri Cavalry, and one regiment of Brown s brigade, Missouri State

Militia, formed on the bank of the stream, the enemy were at once
driven to their main line by a vigorous charge. Dismounting two
other regiments of Missouri State Militia and forming line about 400

yards from that of the enemy, under the cover of the crest of a small

hill, I directed a charge on the enemy, having previously placed a reg
iment in reserve. When within about 100 yards of the enemy the
entire line broke and ran to the rear. Succeeded in rallying upon the
reserve most of the broken troops, and bringing forward my brigade in

support I again ordered a charge on the enemy s line. This movement
wras perfectly successful, though the enemy held their position, a good
one, until our men engaged them hand-to-hand. Just as the enemy
turned to run I was struck in the left leg with a rifle-ball, and, though
able to keep the saddle until the enemy had been driven a mile, was
obliged then to turn over my command to Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen,
Tenth Missouri Cavalry.

I cannot give a list of casualties, not having received any reports,
but think the losses in my own command will not exceed 25 killed and
wounded, principally in the Third Iowa Cavalry, which did the work
on the night of the 22d.

1 respectfully call the attention of the major-general to the condition
of my command, which, though having marched over SOO miles direct

line, had then no dismounted men.
Very truly, yours,

E. F. WINSLOW,
Colonel Fourth, loira Cavalry, .Commanding.

Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- (General.

Xo. 10.

Report of Lieut. Col. Frederick W. Bcntecn, Tenth Missouri Cavalry,
commanding Fourth Brigade, Caralry Dirisiou.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION,
Cross Timbers, Mo., November 5, 1864.

GENERAL : I beg respectfully to submit the following report of the

operations of this brigade since 1 have had the honor of commanding it :

On the morning of the 23d of October, Colonel Winslow command
ing, was unfortunately wounded in the leg and had to retire from the

field, and the command devolved upon me as the next ranking officer.

At that time 1 found the enemy well posted on the opposite side of the

Big Blue with a very strong position and in considerable numbers.

Captain Dee, of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry, had succeeded, with a detach
ment of that regiment, in gaining a position on the same side with the

rebels and the brigade of General Brown had been ordered to the front.

As soon as the command devolved upon me I dismounted the Third
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Iowa Cavalry, Maj. B. S. Jones commanding, and advanced them as
skirmishers toward the enemy, through the woods that lined the imme
diate banks of the creek, until I arrived at an open space, some 200

yards in width, on the near side of which I found 200 or 300 men of the
Missouri State Militia posted behind some houses at which the- enemy
was pouring a very hot lire. By dint of great urging ami exertion of

authority, I succeeded in getting them from behind their places of

shelter, and then, with them and my dismounted men, advanced across

the field at a double-quick to the woods beyond; the enemy at the same
time resisting us stoutly. The woods attained, we pushed the enemy
through them rapidly to the prairie beyond, where he had stationed a

battery, from which he played among us shell after shell. My com
mand, nevertheless, moved on and with such rapidity that the rebel

commander, fearing, I suppose, for the safety of his cannon, withdrew
them with his command rapidly and fell back quite a distance across

the prairie beyond even the range of artillery. In the meantime I had
sent for the Fourth Iowa Cavalry and dismounted them and advanced
them in line of skirmishers as a support to my advanced line.

The enemy thus for the moment having been pushed beyond our

reach, my whole command was brought forward on the prairie, and after

a few minutes being allowed for rest the whole was mounted, and, at

your direction, I moved out on what was called the llidge road toward
the position the enemy had taken. It had now got to be past noon, and
after some distance had been gained, I sent Captain Young to find you
and obtain permission to feed our hungry animals. The captain shortly
after reporting that he could not ascertain your whereabouts, I took the

responsibility upon myself to halt my command in a large corn-field

and take a few minutes to feed. I had not taken much time when I

perceived there was work to be done, as I could plainly see a battle

raging in our front, and immediately ordered my men into the saddle
and moved out on a trot toward the State line. A few minutes sufficed

to bring us to the scene of the conflict. Here I found the enemy mak
ing a charge and some of our troops ingloriously falling back. I tried,

with the assistance of Captain Young, to rally them, but without avail.

I then ordered my leading regiment, the Tenth Missouri Cavalry, to

form a line to the left and ordered them tomake a counter-charge, which

they did in gallant style, turning the rebels and driving them. I then
formed the rest of my brigade and ordered a charge, in which the whole
command participated, driving the enemy far beyond the battle-ground,

beyond Missouri into Kansas and beyond the town of Santa Fe. In

this charge Second Lieut. M. C. Auld, Company I, Tenth Missouri

Cavalry, was severely wounded. Our horses having become jaded and
worn down, I formed my column and proceeded to a point just beyond
the Kansas line and about two miles and a half from Santa Fe, and
halted to rest both animals and men. Here 1 received orders from you
to go into camp for the night and in the morning move out and meet

you at or near the last-named town.
On the morning of the 24th, just after daylight, we moved out to Santa

Fe, and taking our position just in the rear of General Sanborn s com
mand marched until late that night, reaching the Osage liiver, where,
oh the order of General Sauborn, we bivouacked around the house of

Elder Williams, that officer deeming it too dark and the enemy too

well posted for an attack that night. That day we marched over a deso
lated country, where even water was scarce, at a speed that necessarily
kept the rear at a trot, and bivouacked, without forage for our jaded
horses, a distance of at least forty-two miles. The morning of the 25th
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broke and gave promise of a dull and dreary flay, when 1 was ordered
with my brigade to inarch to the river and cross, receiving from you
the order to charge the enemy whenever the opportunity offered. I

crossed, and reaching the prairie formed my column in the following
order: First, the Tenth Missouri Cavalry, Maj. W. II. Lusk; second,
the Fourth Iowa Cavalry, Maj. A. R. Pierce; third, the Third Iowa
Cavalry, Maj. B. S. Jones, and fourth, the Seventh Indiana Cavalry
and Fourth Missouri Cavalry, consolidated, under the command of Maj.
S. E. \V. Simouson, of the former regiment, and moved as rapidly as

possible after the retreating enemy. The skies now cleared, and the
sun smiled out upon the scene as if foretelling the glorious day that

awaited us. After forming, a few advanced skirmishers were thrown
out to prevent a too sudden approach upoii the enemy, who might be
behind any of the numerous hills of the undulating prairie. Three
short miles were scarcely accomplished when one of the advanced skir

mishers galloped back and reported that the enemy was only a few hun
dred yards ahead in line of battle, in large force, and with eight pieces
of artillery. About the same time Major Hunt, of General Curtis staff,

caine up and told me the enemy s exact position, stating that there was
a brigade already in position in his front, but too weak to begin the
attack. I at once determined to form on the left of this brigade, espe
cially as a few more paces brought us in view of the line of rebels; see

ing the position in which lie, had Ins artillery, 1 immediately surmised
that the rebel commander had committed a fatal blunder, and resolved
to capture it. I sent an officer to the commanding officer of the bri

gade on my right with the information that I was going to charge, and
a request for him to charge with me, for God s sake, and at the same
time formed my command in column of regiments in the same manner
I had formed them for marching, and immediately sounded the charge.
The line, of the brigade on my right was soon passed, but it did not

charge with us; this brigade I have since learned was the one com
manded by Col. J. F. Philips, of the Missouri State Militia. The fire of

the enemy was now so hot that for a moment it staggered even my own
gallant regiment, but it soon recovered and went on with an exulting
yell. At the time the charge was sounded, I gave the orders for the dif

ferent regiments to execute a right half-wheel, and dispatched my staff

to see it executed, then to completely cut off the enemy s chance to escape
with his artillery. This maneuver was successfully executed, and we
captured the guns in a shorter space of time than is necessary to record
it. Then began a fierce hand-to-hand fight, one that surpassed anything
for the time if lasted I have ever witnessed.

My loss in this part of the day s transaction was large, but in com
parison with the gains it was small. Lieutenant Curtiss, of the Fourth
Iowa Cavalry, was instantly killed while gallantly encouraging on his

men, and Lieut. B. Armbrust, Company A, Fourth Cavalry Mis
souri Volunteers, was wounded in the bridle-arm while bravely charging
at the head ot his company. The enemy was completely routed and
driven in the wildest confusion from the field; several of his wagons
were abandoned in the narrow road that crosses the creek just in the
rear of his position. Many of his force were left dead and wounded upon
the field and in our hands. It is a matter of impossibility for me to

state the number, as I had no opportunity of passing over the scene of

the conflict afterward. After the action of the morning my brigade
took no part in any fighting, until the final one of the day, when the

enemy drew up his whole force in the afternoon upon what I am informed
is called the Little Marmiton Creek. In this action I formed my com
mand as you ordered for a charge as follows: The Tenth Missouri in
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line of battle, the Third and^ Fourth Iowa ami Major Simonson s com
mand in column of squadrons in their rear, with the intention to charge
as soon as a striking distance could be reached. I ordered the charge
at one time, but the enemy fell back too rapidly upon his strong lines

and I felt that it would be more than useless to continue, so I halted
and formed a line of battle, my ammunition by this time being reduced
to a very few rounds per man and my horses completely tired out. Major
Simonson s command was not included in the line of battle, as you
had stationed him to support the section of artillery you had stationed
to the left and rear of the command.
In this last action we lost several men wounded, and amongst them

Maj. A. R. Pierce, of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry, who was severely
wounded in the foot while leading his men toward the rebels. He did
not leave the field until the night had set in and the command biv
ouacked on the field, the enemy in the meantime having retired. This
ended the fighting up to the present time, in which we have had any
participation. The next morning I moved my command to Fort Scott,

halting to feed on the road. The next day 1 received orders from yOu
to report to Major-General Curtis, and am at present still under his
orders.

This report does not pretend to give any history of our operations
previous to my assumption of command. 1 suppose? ( olonel Winslow,
my predecessor, will make his report as soon as possible of the move
ments up to the time of his departure.
You will find annexed Exhibit A,* which gives a list of the casualties

of the command for the whole period of time the command has been in

pursuit of Price. Hundreds of prisoners have fallen into our hands,
but owing to the nature of our movements, I have not been able to keep
a record of them.

My thanks are due to the officers and men for their gallant and cheer
ful performance of duty at all times. Maj. W. II. Lusk, of the Tenth
Missouri; Maj. A. E. Pierce, of the Fourth Iowa; Maj. B. S. Jones, of
the Third Iowa; Maj. S. E. W. Simonsou, of the Seventh Indiana, and
Captain Knispel, of the Fourth Missouri, are entitled to especial men
tion for the brave examples they set their men and the gallant style in
which they led them into danger. To Private flames Dunlavy,t Com
pany D, Third Iowa Cavalry, belongs the honor of capturing Major-
General Marmaduke, and to Sergt. Calvary M. Young,t of the same
company [Company L,] and regiment, that of taking General Cabell.
We also captured besides the guns and prisoners two stand of colors.

Of my staff, I beg particularly to mention Capt. ,}. F. Young, Tenth
Missouri Cavalry, acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. August
Thiel, of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp, for their

gallantry in the field and their unceasing attention to duty at all times.
I do not desire to make any invidious distinctions, however, for all did
well and nobly and deserve the thanks of their country.

In conclusion, allow me, general, to return you my sincere thanks for

the uniform kindness you have displayed toward me during our official

connection, and I shall always cherish it with the kindest of feelings
and regard.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. W. BENTEEN,

Lieut. Col. Tenth Cavalry Missouri 1W., Comdy. Fourth Brig.

Maj. Gen. A. PLEASONTON.

*Not found. t Awarded ;i Medal of Houor.
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Report of Maj. Benjamin S. Jones, Third loica Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD IOWA CAVALRY,
Benton Barracks, Mo., Xorember 28, 1804.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the actions
of the Third Iowa Cavalry in the recent campaign in Missouri against
the rebel forces commanded by General Price:

In pursuance of orders I assumed command of 483 men with 15 line

officers, all the available mounted forces of the regiment, and marched
from camp near Memphis, Tenn., at 2 o clock on the morning of the
2d day of September, 1804, and formed a part of Winslow s brigade,
with which I crossed the Mississippi, and marched to Brownsville,
Ark., where I arrived on the 9th day of September, and remained
with the brigade almost without forage for my horses, awaiting the
arrival and fitting up of an infantry force, commanded by Major-
General Mower, until the morning of the 18th of September, during
which time I left sick in hospital tifty men and one officer, when
we marched with said force via Austin and Searcy, and crossed
White River fifteen miles below Batesville, and Black River at Elgin,
ten miles above its junction with White River. Bridged and crossed
the latter stream, marched up its left bank, crossing into the State
of Missouri, at or near Poplar Bluff, turning to the east, and march
ing to (Jape Girardcau, Mo., where we arrived on the 5th day of October,
1804. Embarked on transports and moved to Saint Louis, Mo.,
where E arrived and refitted my command on the 10th and marched
out on the llth up the valley of the Missouri River on the direct
road to Independence, marching rapidly and constantly until the
22d day of October, when we joined the forces of the Department of
the Missouri, commanded by Major-General Pleasonton, and which
were fighting the enemy near Independence, Mo. Winslow s brigade
being ordered to the front that evening, my regiment not having
the advance was, however, dismounted, sent to the front, and im
mediately engaged the enemy on the Kansas City road, fighting and
driving Clark s (rebel) brigade, from 5 o clock until 9.30 p. m., a distance
of five miles, when my command was relieved. The command rested
on the field for the night in the face of the enemy, having marched
from 12 o clock on the night of the 21st, and without forage or water
for our animals. Our brigade was in motion again at 4 a. m. of the

23d, the Fourth Iowa Cavalry and Tenth Missouri in the advance, and
drove the enemy after light skirmishing to and across the Big Blue
(a distance of two miles) to a strong position. A brigade of Missouri
State Militia was thrown in to dislodge them, but failed to accomplish
it. My command was dismounted and formed line on the right and in

front of the enemy, who were posted across an open field behind piles
of rails in the woods. We charged them, killing and wounding many
of their men (Company A captured one stand of their colors) and com
pletely routed them from their strong position, but suffered a consider
able loss in wounded. Soon after I mounted my command and proceeded
with my brigade to the front on the open prairie, and joined in a gallant
mounted charge against the enemy in column of regiments, following
the Tenth Missouri and Fourth Iowa Cavalry, which was continued

through farms and over the prairie for five or six miles, breaking his

lines, and completely scattering his men in every direction, and inflict-
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ing a severe loss upon him in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Here
again I lost in both killed and wounded, and our brigade camped for*

the night on the State line between Missouri and Kansas, fed our

hungry and jaded animals on corn and fodder from a fine field on the
rich and free soil of Kansas, and rested fearless of an enemy. We
marched early, constantly, and rapidly on the 24th, in a southerly
direction, after a retreating enemy, down the line dividing Missouri
and Kansas, over extensive prairies dotted with devasted farms and
lonely chimneys, which mark the ravages of war before the rebellion,
and in the days of which it would have been worse than fanaticism to
have prophesied that on the 24th day of October, 1804. the governments
of Missouri and Kansas would unite as they did on that day and drive
out the defenders of African slavery and the destroyers of the Govern
ment, as it was our delight to do, uniting with the Army of the Border,
commanded by General Curtis, with which we marched without halting
until 3 a. m. of 25th, at Trading Post, on the Osage Eiver, where we
found the enemy and eagerly waited for daylight.
The enemy having been routed from their position on the river, was

followed by Winslow s brigade at a gallop in the order of Tenth Mis
souri, Fourth Iowa, Third Iowa, Fourth Missouri, and Seventh Indiana

Cavalry for several miles, and when he attempted to make a stand,
formed in two lines of battle, supported by eight pieces of artillery,

my command was formed in line of battle, with the brigade in column
of regiments in their order of marcb, and, constituting the left center of
our whole line, charged the enemy, breaking his right and center, kill

ing, wounding, and capturing many of his men. Among the captured
was Major-General Marmaduke and Brigadier-General Cabell, the first

by Private James Dunlavy, of Company D, and the latter by Sergeant
C. M. Young, of Company L, both of the Third Iowa Cavalry. Com
panies C, D, and E captured three pieces of the enemy s artillery. The
whole of my command did nobly on that field, as also on others, and
the highest commendations are due to every man and officer. The
remainder of this day was one continual charge upon the enemy and
his complete rout. We rested on the open prairie over night near Fort
Scott, Kans. On the 2Gth day of October we rested with our brigade
at Fort Scott, and early on the 27th again joined in the pursuit of the

enemy and continued through Arkansas and Indian Territory to a point
on Arkansas River forty miles above Fort Scott, without again seeing
the enemy, and from which we returned to this place, having marched
since September 2, 1,050 milesr and participated in three general en

gagements, and marched through a country destitute of forage, or

having been devastated by the enemy, and many times without hav
ing food for my men, having had only three-fifths rations from the 28th
ultimo to 7th instant and not any bread from the 7th to 12th instant in

consequence of the destitution of the country (Indian Territory) through
which we marched, and great distance from the base of supplies.*

Hoping you will make proper allowances for the length of this report,
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. S. JONES,
Major, Commanding Third Iowa Cavalry Veteran Volunteers.

N. B. BAKER,
Adjutant- General of Iowa.

* Nominal list of casualties (here omitted) shows 2 commissioned officers wounded
and 6 enlisted men killed and 39 wounded.
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^o. 12.

Report of Major Altai R. Pierce, Fourth loica Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH IOWA CAVALRY,
Diamond Grove Prairie, October 27, 1864 7.30 p. m.

GENERAL: Fearing- that justice will not be done my regiment in the

reports made of the battle of Osage, I take the liberty to call your
attention to the charge made by them on the enemy s right, at a time
Avheii our line on the right had halted and were receiving a destructive
tire from the enemy. At that time a perfect rout of our line appeared
to be almost certain. My regiment had just formed on the extreme
left of our line when I commenced the charge. The three companies on
the right of my regiment charged through the line of the Tenth Mis
souri Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, which was formed in their front. I n
that charge we crushed the enemy s right completely. We pressed
them so clo.se that I cut eight rebels from their horses with my own
saber. My regiment captured over 200 prisoners with two stand of
colors. We advanced so far into the enemy s ranks that Major-General
Pleasonton ordered our own battery to shell us, thinking Ave were the

retreating enemy, and my men were obliged to scatter to avoid being
cut to pieces by our own shells. I should have called to see yon, gen
eral, had not I received a severe wound in my foot, which prevents my
riding my horse.

A. R. PIERCE,
Major. Commanding Fourth Iowa Veteran Cavalry.

Major-General CURTIS.

Xo. 1. 3.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, 17. S. Army, commanding Pro
visional Cavalry Division.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Warrensburg, November 1, 1864.

COLONEL: I desire to submit a preliminary report of the operations
of this division from the time of its first contact with General Price s

army, after my assuming command, until its arrival at Fort Scott. As
soon as subordinate reports are received, I will then submit a more
detailed statement.
On the 22d of October my advance came up with the enemy s rear

guard at the Little Blue. The bridge Avas destroyed over that stream,
but bymeans of a temporary bridge, hastily constructed, and a ford about
half a mile below, the command was soon crossed. McNeil s brigade
Had the advance, and soon engaged the enemy, followed by Sanboru s

brigade, and this force soon pressed them back upon Independence, and
beyond that town, where by a vigorous charge of CatherAvood s regi
ment (Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry) two guns were captured from the

enemy. The pursuit was continued, and BroAvn s and Winslow s bri

gades coming up they were throAvn to the front. The enemy seemed
to be in haste, so I determined to push them all night, and for this pur
pose Winslow s brigade Avas dismounted and thrown forward in a num
ber of successful charges, Avhich resulted in driving the enemy some six
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miles to the Big Blue Eiver during the night; and 1 take this occasion

to say that Colonel Winslow not only handled his brigade in splendid

style, but his troops showed themselves equal to any service they were
called on to perform. This brigade being very much worn down by
this night s fighting, Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown was ordered to move his

brigade forward and attack the enemy at daylight and keep pushing
him vigorously, as he would be well supported. Not finding any attack

being made I went to the front. I found Brown s brigade on the road
so disordered as to be in no condition for fighting, and General Brown
himself had made no preparations to carry out my order. I immedi

ately arrested him, and also Colonel McFerran. of the First Missouri
State Militia, whose regiment was straggling all over the country, and
he was neglecting to prevent it, and placed Colonel Philips, of the Sev
enth Missouri State Militia, in command of Brown s brigade. The night

previous, at Independence, I had ordered General McNeil to proceed
with his brigade from that point to Little Santa Fe, and to reach that

latter point by daylight. General McNeil failed to obey this order, but
came up to the Big Blue, some five or six miles above the point at which
the rest of the division was fighting, about 12 m. on the 23d, and instead

of vigorously attacking the enemy s wagon train, which was. directly in

front of him with but little escort, he contented himself with some skir

mishing and cannonading, and the train escaped. The rebel General
Marmaduke stated after he was captured that had McNeil attacked at

this time they would have lost their whole train. I trust that this con
duct on the part of General McNeil will meet the marked disapproba
tion of the major-general commanding, as it has mine. Finding that

General Brown had not attacked the enemy on the morning of the 2,3d

of October at the Big Blue, I immediately ordered Winslow s and

Philips brigades into action, with Sanborn supporting, and after

a very obstinate battle the enemy were driven from their position to

the prairie on the Harrisonville road beyond the Big Blue. It was
then about 1 o clock in the day, and the enemy, in very heavy
force, were fighting the Kansas forces at Westport, under General
Curtis. My appearance on the prairie caused them to retreat from
before Curtis on the Fort Scott road, and in passing they formed to

attack my position. A brigade of their cavalry charged the right of

Sauborn s brigade and shook it considerably, but I ordered up six pieces
of artillery, and by means of double-shotted canister soon caused them
to halt and finally beat a hasty retreat. Soon after this Generals Blunt
and Curtis overtook me in pursuit, and it was agreed that my forces

should take the right of the Fort Scott road, while theirs took the left.

This was done, and headquarters were made at Little Santa Fe that

night. The next morning, by agreement, General Curtis command took
the advance, and mine followed, until we had marched to West Point,

where, finding the enemy were at the Trading Post, on the Osage Eiver,
General Curtis-requested me to move to front with my troops. I did so,

and attacked the enemy at daybreak on the morning of the 25th of

October, shelling his camp. He left in great haste, dropping trees in

the road to bar our progress, and fighting a running contest to the

Osage River, where his main force was posted, awaiting us. The
rapidity of the march was such that but two brigades, Winslow s (then
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen) and Philips brigades, with
a small part of Sauborn s, had reached the front, but knowing the im

portance of time to the enemy I did not hesitate to attack at once, and
after a brilliant charge by both brigades the enemy was routed. Eight

22 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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guns were captured. Major-General Marmaduke and Brigadier-General
Cabell surrendered with about 1,000 prisoners, and the enemy began to
burn a large number of wagons in his train. The road for the next
fifteen miles was strewn with muskets and arms of all kinds. Late in

the evening I again came up with the enemy, just opposite Fort Scott,
on an extensive prairie, but my horses were too much exhausted to go
into action, and I was compelled to go to the fort for forage. That
night Generals Curtis and Blunt also passed at Fort Scott, and the
next morning, the zJBth of October, I received a communication from
General Curtis, of which the inclosed is a copy. My command was too
much exhausted to move immediately after the enemy, but I ordered it

forward, and only countermanded their instructions after receiving the

major-general s dispatch from VVarrensburg, directing the different

brigades to return to their respective districts. I also inclose a dis

patch from General Curtis showing he had given directions for the

prisoners taken bymy command at the Usage to proceed to Fort Leaven-
worth. This, also, I did not regard after receiving the general s instruc
tions. I left Fort Scott with the prisoners, captured artillery, and
several hundred head of captured stock, sheep, and cattle, on the L8th
of October, and arrived at Warrensburg on the 31st.

The losses of the command in killed and wounded will not exceed

450, while that of the enemy was much greater. All their dead and
wounded fell into our hands.

I desire to commend to the favorable consideration of the major-
general commanding the following brigade commanders: Brigadier-
General Sanborn, Colonel Philips, Seventh Missouri State Militia;

Colonel Winslow, and Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen. Colonel Cole, chief

of artillery&quot; of the Department ot the Missouri, and my chief of staff , ren
dered most important and efficient service, which is also submitted to

favorabie notice. The following-named officers serving on my staff

were conspicuous for gallantry and fidelity throughout the campaign:
Col. X. Cole, Second Missouri Artillery, chief of staff

;
Lieut. Col. S.

H. Melcher, Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp;
Maj. Henry Suess, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting
aide-de-camp; Capt. R. L. Ferguson, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, provost-marshal; Capt. Alfred Walters, Fourth Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, acting aide-decamp: (/apt. George W. Yates,
Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. George H. Thomp
son, First Xew Hampshire Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. 1\. G. Learn

ing, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp:
Lieut. Clifford Thomson, First Xew York Cavalry, aide-de-camp and

acting assistant adjutant-general : Surg. F. V. Dayton, surgeon iu

chief.

A great many horses were abandoned by the enemy. Some of them
were taken by the troops iu exchange for their exhausted animals
to continue the pursuit, but the greater number were -taken by the

people of the country and from Kansas. At least U.OOO stand of arms
were captured by my command, biit before they were secured by me
they were taken from the field, many by persons from Kansas who
visited the field of battle for plunder.

I would state that from the demoralized state of the enemy as well as

the exhausted condition of the horses of my command. I recommended
to Major-General llosecrans the propriety of directing Sanborn s and
McNeil s brigades to follow up the enemy beyond the limits of the

State of Missouri and then return to their respective districts at Holla

and Springfield, while Philips and Winslow s brigades could be with-
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drawn from the pursuit; and upon the approval of this suggestion it

\vas carried out. I would also further state that all of the conflicts that
took place with Price s army were in the limits of the State of Missouri.

1 am. colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PLEASONTON,

Major- General, Commanding.
. Col. J. V. Dy Bois,

Chief of Staff, Department of the Missouri.

[Inclosure No. 1.
]

FORT SCOTT, KANS., October y;, 1S6-1.

Major-General PLEASONTON :

Although our joint commands are much broken and weary, after a
few hours sleep and a careful reflection I feel still more the duty and
obligation I expressed to you last night of continuing the pursuit and
assaults upon Price and his forces until we destroy him or get him
beyond the Arkansas Kiver and our commands stationed at Fort (lib-

son and Fort Smith, which are liable to be overwhelmed by his numbers,
are relieved and secure from his forces. I therefore desire that you will

furnish the ordnance officer a memorandum or requisition for ammuni
tion and resume your position in pursuit of the enemy. I will procure
provisions and transportation and have the ammunition and supplies
overtake you. This I am confident can be done by half loading teams
and requiring them to travel night and day. While I regret your flank
movement last night, I must thank you for the energy and gallantry
you displayed in the several conflicts we had yesterday with the enemy,
and I hope you will add luster by your further efforts and receive the

grateful acknowledgments of your country.
Until the arrival of General liosecrans I feel the responsibility and

must assert the duties of the chief command of all troops in this

vicinity.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
S. K. CURTIS,

Major- Genera I.

[Inclosuru Xo. 2.]

IN THE FIELD,
Camp at Skana/tai. October 2(&amp;gt;. 1864 6 p. m.

[Major-General PLEASONTON:]
GENERAL : We are again on the rebel trail, about twenty-four miles

from Fort Scott. I must wait for troops and rations to close up, and
hope General Kosecrans will arrive to-night. The rebels are consider

ably ahead, and we- must travel a night or two in order to overtake him.
I am told fuss and feeling was got up about the charge and escort for

prisoners. This is very unreasonable. Captain Hall is a proper man
to have charge, and I detailed a regiment of General Sanborn s com
mand for provost duty, ft is entirely immaterial to me who escorts the

prisoners, unless it is intended to impute to my Kansas troops some
special untituess for that duty. If that were attempted I would have
to take some pains to vindicate their honor. None of my troops, either
from Kansas or elsewhere, will do any unkiudness or cruelty to prison
ers. I prefer that some of General liosecrans command shall escort
the troops and that Captain Hall shall have charge. They must be
taken to Leavenworth, where they must remain till I make further^
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arrangement either for their exchange or transportation to Alton, or

elsewhere, as I may be instructed from headquarters. Colonel Ritchie,
of my staff, as I am informed, was arrested by yourself or some of your
officers. While I directed him to obey the arrest, it is proper for me to

express some doubts of the propriety of an official act of this sort

toward an officer acting, as he was, under my orders, and I desire that
the matter may be reported at your earliest convenience.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
S. K. CURTIS,

Major- General.

SAINT Louis, Mo., November
:-lQ,

1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of
the troops under my command in the late campaign against the rebel

army under General Sterling Price; also reports of subordinate com
manders and list of casulties.

On the Oth of October I was ordered to proceed to Jefferson City and
assume command of all the forces in that vicinity. I arrived at that

point on the morning of the 8th, and finding that Price s army was
moving west, I immediately ordered all the available cavalry force, with
a battery of 3-inch guns, the whole under the command of Brig. Gen.
John B. Sanborn, to proceed as a corps of observation after the enemy,
to harass and delay him as much as possible until other troops could
be brought forward. For the particulars of this service, which was
well and ably performed by General Sanborn, 1 refer you to his report.
On the 19th of October L proceeded to Dunksburg and assumed com
mand of the Provisional Cavalry Division which had been formed in

orders from department headquarters, consisting of the cavalry of San-

born, formed into three brigades, under Brigadier-Generals Brown,
McNeil, and Sanborn, respectively, and of Colonel Wiuslow s cavalry
brigade, from Ma]. Gen. A. J. Smith s command, making a fourth

brigade. To each brigade a section of artillery was attached. On the

night of the 20th my advance, consisting of McNeil s and Sanborn s

brigades, occupied Lexington after some skirmishing with the enemy s

rear guard, and the enemy having taken the road to Independence,
the command was occupied on the 21st in closing up and approaching
the Little Blue. On the 22d of October my advance came up with
the enemy s rear guard at the Little Blue. The bridge was destroyed
over that stream, but by means of a temporary one hastily constructed
and a ford about half a mile below the command was soon crossed.
McNeil s brigade had the advance, and soon engaged the enemy, fol

lowed by Sanborn s brigade, and this force pressed them back through
Independence and beyond that town, where by a vigorous charge of

Catherwood s regiment (Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry), two guns and a
number of prisoners were captured. Brown and Winslow s brigades
then coming up they were thrown to the front, and engaged the enemy.
Major-General Curtis, in command of the forces from Kansas, having
been compelled to fall back from Lexington to Independence, and from
thence to retreat to the Big Blue, and afterward to Westport, 1 deter
mined to push the enemy as far as possible during the night, to relieve

Curtis. For this purpose Winslow s brigade \va,s dismounted and thrown
forward in a number of successful charges, which resulted in driving the

enemy several miles to the Big Bine K iver, during the night.
I take this occasion to say that Colonel \Vinslo\\ not only handled his

brigade in splendid style, but his troops showed themselves equal to ary
service they Avere called upon to perform. To relieve this brigade after
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their night fighting;, Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown was ordered to move his

brigade forward and attack the enemy at daybreak and keep pressing
him vigorously, as he would be supported. Not finding any attack

being made I went to the front and found Brown s brigade on the road
in no proper condition for attacking, nor were any preparations being
made to do so, as far as I could perceive. Colonel Philips, of the
Seventh Missouri State Militia, was therefore placed in command of the

brigade, and this brigade, with Winslow s, were ordered immediately
into action, with Sanborn s brigade- supporting. I had ordered McNeil s

brigade to proceed from Independence to Little Santa Fe the night be
fore, and reach the latter point by daylight. General McXeil failed to

obey this order, but came up to the Big Blue, some five or six miles
above the point at which the rest of the division were fighting, about
12 m. on the 23d, and instead of vigorously attacking the enemy s

wagon train, which was directly in front of him with a small escort, he
contented himself with some skirmishing and cannonading, and the
train escaped. The battle of the Big Blue, at Byram s Ford, was very
obstinately contested by the enemy for several hours, but they were

finally driven from their position to the prairie on the Harrisonville

road beyond the Big Blue. It was then about 1 o clock in the day, and
the enemy were contending with the Kansas forces near Westport.
My appearance on the prairie caused them to retreat on the Fort Scott

road, and in passing they formed to attack my position. A body of

their cavalry charged the right of Sanborn s brigade, and shook it con

siderably, but a few discharges from a battery, double-shotted with

canister, soon caused them to halt, and finally beat a hasty retreat.

Shortly after this Generals Curtis and Blunt overtook me in the pursuit
and headquarters were made at Little Santa Fe that night. The next

morning General Curtis command started in advance and marched
to West Point, where, finding that the enemy had halted at the Trad

ing Post, on the Osage River, some twelve miles in advance, I was
requested by General Curtis to move to the front witli my troops. 1

did so, and attacked the enemy at daylight on the morning of the
25th of October, shelling his camp. He left in great haste, dropping
trees in the road to bar my progress, and fighting a running con
test to the Osage River, where his main force was posted awaiting us.

The rapidity of the march was such that but two brigades, Winslow s

(then commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen) and Philips bri

gades, had reached the front; but knowing the importance of time
to the enemy 1 did not hesitate to attack at once, and after a brilliant

charge the enemy was routed by these troops, and eight guns were cap
tured. Major-General Marmaduke and Brigadier-General Cabell sur

rendered, and near 1,000 men were taken prisoners, and the enemy began
to burn a large number of wagons in his train. The road for the next
fifteen miles was strewn with muskets and arms of all kinds, which
were secured by General Curtis command in the rear: also numerous

wagons still burning were passed. Late in the evening I again came
up with the enemy and attacked him with artillery and cavalry, and that

night he blew up his ammunition train. The exhausted condition of

my men and horses, having marched near 100 miles in two days and a

night, and fighting the last thirty miles, required that 1 should proceed
to the vicinity of Fort Scott for forage and subsistence. All the con
flicts and battles that took place between Price s army and my com
mand were in the limits of the State of Missouri, and they were so

demoralizing to that army as to render its disorganization complete by
the time it crossed the Arkansas Kivrr: and had it been possible for

General Curtis command to have co-operated witli mine, after crossing
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the Marsiis des Cygnes, the destruction of Pi-ice s jinny at that time
would havebeen inevitable. On the 2&amp;lt;&amp;gt;th of October, while at Fort Scott,

Major-General Curtis sent me a communication, assuming command of

niy division; he also directed that the prisoners which were captured,
by my command on the preceding day should be marched through
Kansas to Fort Leavenworth. Copies of these communications were
forwarded to your office with my preliminary report.* On the 27th of
October telegraphic communication was opened with Major-General
Rosecrans at Warrensburg, and at my suggestion, to meet the best
interests of the service, instructions were given for McNeil s and San-
born s brigades to follow up and drive the enemy out of the department,
and then return to their respective stations at Rolla and Springfield,
Benteen s and Philips brigades to return to their commands; and on
the 2Sth of October the prisoners, captured artillery, and several hun
dred head of captured stock, left Fort Scott under a proper guard and
arrived at NVarrensburg on the 31st.

I desire to commend to favorable consideration the following brigade
commanders, viz: Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, Colonel Philips, Seventh
Missouri State Militia; Colonel Winslow and Lieutenant-Colonel Ben-
teen. I would also mention as regimental commanders whose gallantry
and efficiency came under my especial notice, Colonel Beveridge, of
the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel Catherwood, of the Thir
teenth Missouri Veteran Volunteers.
The following-named officers serving on my staff were conspicuous

for gallantry and fidelity throughout the campaign: Col. N. Cole,
Second Missouri Artillery, chief of staff; Lieut. Col. S. H. Melcher,
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; Maj. Henry
Suess, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp;
Ca.pt. It. L. Ferguson, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, provost-

marshal; Capt. Alfred Walters, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia,

acting aide-de-camp; Capt. George W. Yates. Thirteenth Missouri

Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. George II. Thompson, First New Hamp
shire Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. R. G. Learning, Seventh Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. Clifford Thomson,
First New York Cavalry, aide-de-camp and acting assistant adjutant-

general; Surg. F. V. Dayton, surgeon in chief.

In justice to the troops from Missouri and those of Winslow s brigade
I desire to make the most honorable mention of their gallantry, devotion,
and self-sacrifice throughout the campaign; attacking and driving on

every occasion at least four times their numbers from selected positions,
and under disadvantages more than common, they have won for them
selves the proud title of being able to light side by side with the best

soldiers of the Republic.
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant.

A. PLEASONTON,
Major-General.

Colonel Du Bois,

Chief of titaff, Department of the Missouri.

A D D E X I) A .

SAINT Louis, Mo., December 10, 1864.

Capt. FRANK ENO,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Missouri :

CAPTAIN: Your communication of the 8th instant, asking what be
came of the tenth gun captured by my command in the late campaign

* See p. 33U.
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against General Price, has been received. J have, the honor to state

that ten guns were captured by me and taken to Fort Scott, Kans., on
the night of the _!5th of October, and that one of the guns was stolen

during the night by some of the troops of General Curtis command,
serving in Kansas. I sent to recover it, but did not succeed in doing
so.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. PLEASONTOX,

Major-GeneraL

Report of Kury. Ferdnumd V. .Dayton, Second Xetc Jernci/ Cnralry,
tinrycon in Chic/.

HDQRS. MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, CAVALRY DIVISION,
tiaint Louis, J/o., November , 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of

medical department, together with a list of killed and wounded. Cav
alry Division, Major-General Pleasonton s command, during the late

campaign through Missouri :

On account of the length and rapidity of the march and the extent
of country that the engagements extended over it was with great diffi

culty that the wounded could be collected or the dead buried: in fact,
at no time, to my knowledge, was a proper burying party detailed, so

that I was obliged to use hospital attendants and stragglers for that

purpose, and with the aid of citizens 1 hope that most, if not all, of our
killed were interred. Six field hospitals were formed at houses as near
as possible to the fields of action, and surgeons left in charge, with

proper attendants and ambulances to collect all not attended to imme
diately after each engagement. From the field hospitals the wounded,
with attendants, were sent to the general hospitals at Independence,
Kansas City, Mound City, and Fort Scott, the medical director of Gen
eral Curtis , command taking charge of them. From Little Santa Fe 1

sent back from the supply train three days provisions to the hospitals
between that place and the Big Blue, and Surgeon Van Duyn, IT. S.

Volunteers, in charge of hospitals at Fort Scott, with the ambulances
of his command and provisions that lie could transport, started back
the morning after we arrived at place over the line of our march to aid
in attending the wounded, also collect those that we may not have
been able to find.

En closing my report I wish to extend my thanks to the surgeons of
the command for the prompt and zealous manner in which they per
formed all the duties of their position in the most disadvantageous and
trying situations a surgeon could be placed in. Surgeon Trader, First

Cavalry Missouri State Militia; Surg. J. Chitwood, Seventh Indiana
Cavalry: Surgeon Maynard, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and Surgeon
Cundiff, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, brigade surgeons, merit special
commendation for the manner in which they controlled their sep
arate departments. I herewith inclose consolidated list of killed and
wounded.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. V. DAYTOX,

Suryeon in Chief.

[Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,
Actlny Afuiixtd Ht A djutant-(loit ral.\
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ltiex hi tin- f tirnlri/ Corps, Department of the Missouri.

Killed. Missing.

First Brigade :

1st Cavalry Missouri State Mi
litia.

4th Cavalrv Missouri State Mi
Litia.

7th Cavalrv Missouri State Mi- 3 3



CHAP. LIII.] PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 345

to destroy that portion of the to\vn within the valley between High
Street and the hills beyond it, it being a cover for the enemy to

approach our lines of defense. As fast as intrenching tools and labor
could be obtained they were put upon the works. There was some
necessary destruction of property, but it consisted almost entirely of

fences and a few old out-houses of but little value. On the 24th I was
authorized by His Excellency the Governor to call into active service

as many of the Enrolled Missouri Militia as I deemed necessary, and
on the 25th I directed Brig. Gen. K. C. Vaughan to order out all the
militia in the Fifth Military District, Colonel Crawford s regiment in

Pettis County, and Colonel Hickox s two regiments in the Fourth Mili

tary District. By the alacrity with which the citizens obeyed this call 1

was enabled to add about 1,500 effectives to the force concentrating for

the defense of Jefferson City. The fortunate arrival of 1,500 stand of

arms, which had been sent to Brigadier-General Douglass, gave the
armament necessary and they are now the only infantry troops guard
ing the city. As soon as the troops arrived a force of 800 men mounted
and two pieces of artillery, commanded by Colonel Philips, were moved
forward across the Osage, with orders to strike the enemy s advancing
column hard, and at the same time all the cavalry in the command was
sent to watch the fords by which the enemy could approach this post.
On the 4th I sent Captain Steger, with a locomotive, down the railroad
to obtain information of the movements of the enemy. On arriving at
the Gasconade bridge he learned that there had been cannonading a
few miles below at Hermann the evening previous, and that there were
movements of the enemy toward that river from the east. After the
work of intrenching had been begun it had been pushed forward with all

the means in my power. Tools suitable for the work were collected from
the stores, railroad company, and surrounding country. Citizens of
all classes volunteered or were forced into the trenches. With less than
1,000 men at first and never to exceed .3,000, including citizens, that
could be spared from the field to carry on the work, and not tools

enough to employ over 800 men could be found, yet in six days they
repaired the two partially constructed forts, built three substantial
new ones, which, with nearly three miles of intrenchments, palisades,

rifle-pits, chevaux-de-frise, put the lines in a condition so strong that
the enemy s topographical engineer, after a careful reconnaissance, in

formed General Price, when lie had massed his troops for an assault

upon them, that the place was invulnerable against any attack that he
could make. On the night of the 4th Brig. (ien. John McNeil arrived
at the Osage with the mounted troops and eight pieces of artillery
of his and Brigadier-General Sanbonrs brigades. The enemy having
appeared in force near the mouth of the Osage bridge, the possession
of which they had obtained by capturing the guard and block-house-
at the east end and by the desertion of the guard at the west end, all

of which, with the depots and mill, were burned, and reported to have
crossed to this side, I moved the command of Colonel Philips down
the river, with orders to drive the enemy across the Osage, ordering at

the same time Brigadier-General McNeil to hold the upper fords. Both
were instructed to contest the crossing of the Osage as long as possi

ble, and if compelled to do so fall back and form on the west and north
sides of the Moreau, contesting every inch of the, ground fiercely against
the advance of the enemy. At this time Brigadier-General Fisk as
sumed the command of all the forces by right of rank, and I was or

dered to the command of the First Brigade and the, supervision of the
construction of the defenses at this post.
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The rapid movements I have briefly enumerated saved every pound
of portable stores of the Government, its animals and transportation,
leaving this portion of the army in the best possible condition to take

part in a vigorous campaign against the army of the enemy. The
troops and citizens vied with each other in their efforts to put the city
in a state of defense, and all deserve the thanks of the major-general
commanding, but the energy displayed by the Forty-ninth Eegiment
Missouri Volunteers, Col. D. P. Dyer commanding; the Forty-fifth Mis
souri Volunteers, Col. T. A. Switzler commanding; Colonel Frank
Hickox, Forty-third Enrolled Missouri Militia, all the members of my
staff, but especially Capt. Edward L. Berthoud, topographical engineer,
assisted by Lieut. Thomas II. Macklind, Third Missouri State Militia,

who volunteered his services as topographical engineer, I am under great
obligations. I desire to express my special thanks to citizen F. H.

Nitchey, who volunteered his services as a topographical engineer, and
to whom was assigned the duty of superintending the defenses at the east

end of the town, for the effective manner that the work was performed.
In conclusion, I desire to report that to the energy displayed by the
citizens and soldiers, who with a few rude tools in a few days (part of
the time in the midst of a heavy storm) so surrounded the capital with
a line of impregnable works against the army of the enemy, is the State
indebted for its safety and the Government for the protection of its

stores, garrison, and munitions of war.
I am, very truly, your obedient servant.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Col. JOHN V. Du Bois.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE,
In the Field, October */, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the

major-general commanding, that on the receipt of his order of the 2_!d

instant to move this brigade to the front,! pushed, rapidly forward,
passed the commands in my advance through the town of Indepen
dence, on the Westport road, and when about a mile out I met the enemy.
The First Missouri State Militia was dismounted and moved forward
in the center, and orders were sent to the Fourth Missouri State Mili

tia to form on the left, and the Seventh Missouri State Militia on the

right, both dismounted. It was soon reported to me that the two lat

ter regiments had not come up. This left the First Missouri State

Militia alone to engage the enemy, but the ground was held against
a largely superior force for three-quarters of an hour. In the mean
time I sent repeated orders to the rear to find the missing regiments,
and after nearly an hour s delay they were brought forward, having
been stopped in Independence through Colonel Cole, chief of artillery,
he having halted the artillery attached to the brigade, and with it.

necessarily, the two regiments that were in rear and supporting it.

While this part of my command was. halted, two companies of the
Fourth Missouri State Militia had been detached to remain in Inde

pendence on temporary service. I was not informed that these two

companies had been detailed or that the two regiments and artillery
had been halted at the rear. As soon as they were brought forward,
and two mounted squadrons of Colonel Winslow s brigade which had
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moved
u]&amp;gt;

vo support me were sent to the flunks. I pushed forward,
attacked the enemy, and drove him back about two miles on the West-

port road. After about two hours fighting the First and Fourth Regi
ments reported their ammunition expended, and the train having been
detained in crossing the Little Blue River Colonel Winslow s (Fourth)
brigade relieved me and took the advance. I sent immediately to the
rear and ordered the ammunition train up; reformed my command and
moved forward, closing up with Colonel Winslow.

In this skirmish with the enemy my loss was Lieutenant Mullins,
First Missouri State Militia, mortally wounded, 8 enlisted men severely
and a number slightly wounded. The enemy s loss is unknown. Colonel
Bennran

f
f

]
was killed. Col. Merritt L. Young and Captain Davidson

fell into our hands, the former dangerously wounded, and the ambu
lances of the enemy were busy carrying their disabled men to the rear.

At 1 o clock in the morning I received a report that the ammunition
train which had come up from the Blue had been halted two miles in the

rear, near the headquarters of the major-general commanding, and by
his orders I sent immediately to urge forward the train, and if held by
the general s orders the officer was instructed to see him personally, and
explain the necessity for allowing it to move up and supply the troops
with ammunition. After daylight the train reached the brigade and
the ammunition was distributed as soon as possible. At o.oO a. m. I

had received an order to keep well closed up on Colonel Winslow s

brigade and to pass him at daylight, on receipt of which I sent forward
to learn if the command was well up, and did so again before daylight,
and the report in both cases was that he was in my immediate front.

As soon as the ammunition was distributed I moved up to pass him
and found about one regiment on the road separated from the advance,
which was still moving forward. Xo preparation had been made by
Colonel Winslow for me to pass, nor could he have well done so, as the
road led over a broken country, hedged in by dense brush and timber,
and he continued to move forward in search of favorable ground, and
also, as he said, with the hope of finding forage for his jaded horses.

I pushed on, woke his sleeping men, crowded them forward or to

one side, and on arriving at the head of the column showed him the
order directing me to take the advance, and he moved out in the
brush for my command to pass. The advance regiment, Seventh
Missouri State Militia, was ordered to dismount to fight. The First

Missouri State Militia was ordered to move in to the right and the
Fourth Missouri State Militia on the left. The detention of the ammu
nition train, the moving forward of Colonel Winslow s brigade, with
the delay required to close it up and move to one side, while they
did not hinder the forward movement of the troops, made the time
of relieving Colonel Winslow later in the morning than that designated
in the order of the major-general commanding. At the time when the

disposition last referred to was being made I was relieved from the

command of the brigade.
I hope the commanding general will pardon the length and minute

ness of this report, as it is intended that it shall be an explanation of

the seeming want of promptness in obeying his orders.

I am, very truly, your obedient servant,
F. B. BROWN,

Rrigadier- General of Volunteers.

Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH.
Arijuta-nt- General^ Caralry D
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fl, Xommlx-r .7, 18G-J.

GENERAL: Permit me unofficially to place in your hands a copy of

the report of the movements of the First Brigade from the time the

army was engaged at Independence until I was relieved and placed
under arrest. The report will be officially forwarded through the

proper channels in due time. I have requested of Major-General
Pleasonton permission to forward to him as an explanation, but he
declined granting it.

In addition to the facts stated in the report, in order to show how
the brigade had been depleted, I will say that the efficient field officers

of my staff, many of the best company officers, and four companies, had
been detailed on detached service ; 100 men had been sent to Fulton.

Callaway County, and 100. under your order, to Wellington, and the
detachments of the Third and Ninth Missouri State Militia, and one
battalion of the Seventeenth Illinois (part of Brigadier-General Fisk s

command) Volunteer Cavalry, had never joined the brigade, though
constituting a part of it under the order brigading the division: that
the brigade, having been in Saline County, near Marshall, when the
movement was begun, had a longer distance to march than either of

the others in the division; that the men had been in the saddle con

stantly for four days and nights, and at the time 1 was placed under
arrest had been on the road thirty hours without forage or food (except
a day s rations of hard bread), and, as shown in my report, part of the
time fighting on foot. I desire to state further that in the skirmishing
at Independence, the evidence of my officers is that it fought harder
and more persistently than any other had done up to that time, or sub

sequently up to the time of the final rout of Price s army, except at the

battle of Big Blue. I nder the circumstances I cannot believe that

GeneralPleasonton would intentionally do me such great injustice unless

he has been incited by false reports. Your uniform kindness and con
fidence induces me to come plainly to you and place in your hands such
a relation of the facts as will show that I have done nothing to forfeit

either.

I am, very truly, your obedient servant.
E. B. BROWX,

Kriyadicr- (fe-nerdl of Volunteerft.

Maj. Gen. W. S. UosECRANS,
tiaint

WARRENSBURCT, November .?, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I respectfully call the attention of the major-general
commanding to the following extract from an order dated October 1*3,

1804, 4 a. m.. and received by me the same day at 5.30 a. in., while on
the Independence and Fort Scott road, signed by K. Cole, chief of artil

lery. After directing the movements of the First Brigade the order
continues :

As your brigade has yet done no lighting, the general expects you to push them
(the enemy) vigorously to-day

* * * as the other brigades have done so well.

An examination will show the major-general commanding that this

statement is not sustained by the facts, and that whoever made it to

him was ignorant of the action of the brigade or willfully made a false

report, lie will also learn that from the time the pursuit of the enemy



CHAT. LIIL] PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION.
. 349

began at Jefferson City, on the 7th ultimo, until the division arrived at

Fort Scott, no harder lighting was done at any place except at Big
Blue; that the brigade had done more fighting, had more casualties

(fortunately but few), and killed and wounded more rebels than any
other brigade, and as much as the whole division aj Independence;
that it drove a superior force from three successive strong positions,
and were not relieved by (Colonel Winslow s (Fourth) brigade, until two
of the three regiments composing what was left of the brigade were,

reported entirely out of ammunition (and no possibility of replenish
ing the cartridge-boxes as the train was detained at the Little Blue)
and the enemy in full retreat. The commanding general will pardon
me, I hope, if I speak earnestly in defense of the soldiers who have
served faithfully under my command for a long time, some of them
nearly three years, and for asking that the value of their services at

Independence shall receive proper consideration, and that the merit

justly belonging to them shall be awarded as a meed due to brave men,
who have served their Government faithfully, and that the tongue of
slander shall not rob them of the laurels so nobly earned. The com
manding general will please understand that I ask for nothing except
justice for the soldiers who have served their country so faithfully
under me, and whose long-tried courage has added so much to the

glory of our arms and to his recent successes.
I am, very truly, your obedient, servant,

K. B. BKOWX,
ttriyadier- General of Volunteers.

Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,
Actiny Asxint(int Adjutant- (r^nern-lj WarreHixburg, Mo.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
In the Pield, October ^3, ISGi-^-t a. m.

Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN,
Command iny Firxt Brigade, Cam fry Division:

The major-general commanding directs that you close your command
at once on Colonel Winslow, and keep closed up, and at daybreak
relieve his brigade and push yours to the front. You will push your
command rapidly and give the enemy no chance to halt for rest or for

age for men or horses. General McNeil s brigade is expected to strike
them at daybreak at Little Santa Fe, and as your command has as yet
done no fighting, the general expects you to push them vigorously to

day. I have ordered four pieces of artillery to the rear of your brigade
under Captain Thurber to report to you. General Sanborn will sup
port you with his brigade. The major-general commanding desires me
to say he will accept of no excuse for the non-fulfillment- of this duty
to-day, but hold you responsible, as every other brigade has done so
well.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

X. COLE,
Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

P. S. Subsistence train is at Little Blue, and will be up to-day.
N. ( OLE,

Colonel, tlv;.
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[First indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Warrensburg, Mo., November 3, 1864.

Respectfully returned to Brigadier-General Brown. He being in

arrest cannot address these headquarters without permission.
By command of Major-General Pleasouton:

C. THOMSON,
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Second indorsement.]

WARRENSBURG, November 3, 1S6-L

Respectfully referred to Col. John V. Du Bois, chief of staff, Depart
ment of Missouri.

I suppose I have the right if in arrest to address my commanding or

superior officer in writing. I find such right in the military authorities,
but my arrest has expired by limitation, no charges having been pre
ferred against me, and having been in arrest since October 23 at 7 a. in.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

No. 10.

a

Reports of Col. John F. Philip*, tierent.h Missouri Mate Militia Car-

airy, commanding First Brigade, Cavalry Division.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION,

Warrensburg, Mo., November 7, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Gen
eral Orders, No. 5, from headquarters Cavalry Division, dated October

23, 1804, I assumed command of the First Brigade on the morning of

that day near the Big Blue, Jackson County, Mo. We were then in

front of the enemy, who was strongly posted in force on west bank of

Big Blue. I was ordered by the major-general commanding to press
vigorously forward, take the- advance, relieving Colonel Winslow s bri

gade, then skirmishing with the enemy. The Seventh Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, Lieut. Col. T. T. Crittenden commanding, was im

mediately thrown into action, dismounted on the left of the road, while
the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Maj. G. W. Kelly command
ing, closely followed by the First Cavalry Missouri State Militia,

Lieut. Col. B. F. Lazear commanding, were carried rapidly toward the
ford with orders to cross and charge the enemy. This order was exe
cuted with great difficulty and attended with some delay,, in conse

quence of the egress from the creek having been obstructed by Gen
eral Brunt s command, by felling heavy timber, forming a kind of abatis.

The enemy had so planted a heavy gun- as to sweep this ford, and
shelled us furiously, killing a number of horses and men in the stream.

Nothing daunted the cavalry resolutely forced its way through. Lieu
tenant-Colonel Crittenden had, in the meantime, effected a crossing,
bore to the right, engaging the enemy fiercely. Kelly s cavalry gained
the western bank and formed in Crittenden s rear, when the latter

swung quickly to the left of the road, pressing hard upon the enemy
in his front, Major Kelly making a similar move on the right. The
enemy was driven back about 200 yards, where he oceupied a range of
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hills, extending through an open field on our left and along a craggy
bluft

,
covered with dense woods, on our right. The enemy s position

was strengthened by a string of fencing and two or three log houses,
behind which he took shelter. The Fourth Cavalry then dismounted
and advanced on the right of the Seventh, and I was ordered to charge
with the First Cavalry.
The situation of the ground was such as to confine the movements fo

the cavalry to the road, which rendered the immediate execution of this

order, in any other formation than that of column of fours, an impossi
bility. The effort, in column, was twice made but failed, because the
storm of bullets and shell sweeping from that hill down the road in

sured utter destruction to every horse and its rider that ascended its

crest. The dislodgment of the enemy from this formidable position
necessitated the hurling against him the entire brigade dismounted,
which was at once resolved on and done. Here the fighting was terrific.

The enemy soon began to fall back, contesting every inch of ground,
across the open field, about 150 yards, to the woods, where their main
force was in position. My command, then occupying the position from
which the enemy had just been driven, began to advance across this

field, where ensued one of the fiercest and most sanguinary conflicts of

the engagement. The enemy occupied not only the ground but the

very tree tops, their sharpshooters having climbed into these, singling
out and shooting our officers and men with fearful success, no less than
one field officer and seven line officers falling on this ground. The per
sistent bravery of officers and men was here most admirable. Notwith

standing the ammunition of my command began to fail the position
gained was held and the advance prosecuted. Re-enforcements were,

sent from Colonel Winslow s brigade, when the charge was pressed
with increased vigor. The timber was gained and the enemy driven in

confusion, leaving his dead and wounded and a large number of prison
ers in our hands, the large number of these showing the stubbornness
with which the enemy resisted and the desperation with which our men
fought. My ammunition train was ordered up, and as soon as- the
boxes were replenished I moved rapidly forward.
One mile brought us in view of the enemy formed on the prairie.

After some maneuvering we advanced on a line at right angles with
the old military road, leading from Westport to Fort Scott. It was
discovered that that portion of the enemy s force which had been

engaged with General Curtis at Westport, in the forenoon, were falling

back, making a connection with the force in our front; Sanborn s bri

gade coming upon our left a charge was ordered by the major-general
commanding, and our entire force was hurled upon the enemy in open
prairie, routing and scattering him in indescribable disorder, killing and

wounding many ami taking many prisoners. The brigade encamped
for the night near Little Santa Fe. At daylight on the morning of the
24th we decamped and marched almost incessantly until &amp;gt; a. in. on the

25th, when we bivouacked on the open prairie, in a drenching rain, until

5.30 a. in., near Trading Pos.t. Sanborn s and Benteen s brigades were
in advance of mine, the former already skirmishing with the enemy,
driving him through Trading Post to the Marais des Cygnes, where he
resisted stubbornly. At this point I was ordered to take the advance
and charge the enemy then formed in open prairie. Passing the two bri

gades in advance of me 1 soon came in view of the enemy. Lieutenant-
Colonel Lazear, holding the advance of the brigade, was ordered forward
with instructions to attack fiercely. The remainder of my command
was advanced in squadron, columns, supporting La/.ear. The enemy
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withdrew on our approach. We pursued them at the gallop for three

miles, pressing him so closely as to compel him to form. He took posi
tion on the open prairie with Mine Creek, a tributary of the Osage, in

his immediate rear. Lazear s command was well up and in position.
The remainder of the brigade, advancing in parallel columns, was easily
and quickly fronted into line. The enemy was formed at GOO yards
distance in treble lines and in overwhelming force. My ground was
high and commanding. Here the whole rebel army and train were in

full view. General Price on his famed white horse was plainly visible

directing and urging the rapid flight of his train. The scene was grand :

the work before us of fearful import. An aide was sent to inform the

major-general commanding that Price s army was in my immediate
front and that I confronted him with my little command in line of bat
tle. The enemy s vastly superior numbers enabled him to outflank me,
which he evidently intended to do, by his movements. To meet this 1

was compelled to extend my line to the right by opening files and swing
ing off one squadron some sixty yards. I had no reserve force; the

enemy had eight guns in position, which he now began to use. As yet
no artillery had come to my assistance, it having been delayed at the
Marais des Cygnes by obstructions placed there by the enemy.

It was manifest that the enemy wras preparing to charge by advanc
ing in double column from his right and left center. At this juncture
Benteen s brigade came up on iny left, and as soon as his advance
regiment got into position I began the attack. Everything depended
on striking the enemy before his dispositions for a charge were com
pleted. Benteen s brigade came down on the enemy s right hand
somely and fiercely. Two pieces of our artillery came up and opened
tire. My brigade was precipitated on the enemy s center and left with
tremendous energy, when the fighting became general and terrific.

The impetuosity of the onset surprised and confounded the enemy.
He trembled and wavered and the wild shouts of our soldiers rising
above the din of battle told that he gave way. With pistol we dashed
into his disorganized ranks and the scene of death,was as terrible as
the victory was speedy and glorious. Major-Genera] Marmaduke.
Brigadier-General Gabell, some colonels, several line officers, four guns,
one stand of colors, and a large number of prisoners were captured by
this brigade. The ground in our front was strewn with the enemy s

dead, dying, and wounded. Every gun the enemy pointed at us fell

into our hands. Our advantage was followed up as energetically as

possible, making the rout complete. This successful charge produced
great consternation and demoralization among the enemy, as evidenced

by his rapid flight, the destruction of much of his train, the disgorging
and scattering of his ill-gotten plunder. A number of prisoners taken
in this fight were dressed in our uniform, and in obedience to existing
orders from department headquarters, and the usages of war, they
were executed instanter, while those taken in Confederate uniform
were recognized and treated as prisoners of war. The, number of pris
oners exceeded 400. As soon as my brigade could be reorganized I

moved forward, forming on the right of Benteen s, and advanced toward
the next skirt of timber, where the enemy was reported to have
reformed for a renewal of the tight. After a feeble resistance he with
drew. The pursuit was kept up until night. Here we diverged and
marched about four miles to Fort Scott and camped for the night.
Men and horses were worn out and exhausted; a short respite was a

necessity. However, on the morning of the U7th, in obedience to an

order of the major-general commanding, 1 followed on the enemy s trail
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in the direction of Liunar, with instructions to report to Major-General
Curtis. One regiment. First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, of my bri

gade, having been detached at Fort Scott to guard prisoners and artil

lery to Warreusburg, I sent forward couriers, with a dispatch to Gen
eral Curtis informing him of my approach, and that I would close up as

speedily as the jaded condition of my stock would allow.
On the afternoon of the 28th I received an order from Major-General

Pleasontoii to return by Fort Scott to Warrensbnrg. Accordingly I

countermarched, reaching Warrensbnrg on the evening of the 2d of
November, my command having marched since it entered upon this

campaign 1,000 miles.

I submit herewith the report of Brigade Surgeon Trader, showing the
list of casualties of the two days engagements.*

I cannot close this report without expressing my recognition of the

very valuable services of my regimental commanders in securing the
successes of the brigade. They were brave, prompt, and full of energy
and moved their commands with skill, and fought with them at the very
front. At the battle of the Big Blue Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden
was struck with a spent ball and temporarily disabled, notwithstanding
lie cheered and pressed his men forward and held them in line under a

galling tire after their ammunition was exhausted. At the battle of
the Osage he dashed into the midst of a party of twelve rebels, killed 4

and took the other 8 prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear was the di

recting spirit of his regiment and was ever under heavy tire. Mis horse
was severely wounded under him and himself shot through the boot,
but never faltered. Major Kelly s horse was shot under him, and
though for a time he almost inhaled lead his lion heart never failed him.

Majors Mullins and jS&quot;eill, of the First, ever fought with distinguished
heroism and made for themselves a name not soon to be forgotten.

Captain Missemer, of the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, who
commanded his regiment at the battle of the Osage, is commended for

his bravery and judgment. Captain Blair, of the Fourth, who fell

mortally wounded at the Big Blue, was as noble a soul and as true a
soldier as ever lived. Vansickler, Hamilton. Dale, Bryson, Barkley,
&amp;lt; hristian. Combs, and Mullins sealed with their blood their devotion to

&amp;lt;ur banner and attest the unyielding courage exhibited by my com
mand. I respectfully recommend Sergeant Sapp, Company C, Fourth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Sergeant Truman, Company C, Seventh

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, for promotion for gallant and meritori

ous conduct in action. To Capt. J. II. Little, acting assistaut adju
tant-general, I am under many obligations. I Ie was ever ready, prompt
and alive to his duty. To Lieutenants Argo, Doyle, and Bowman, aides-

de-camp, I tender my acknowledgments for their courtesy, prompt
ness, and admirable courage. Quartermaster Kenney and Commissary
Bryan were faithful to their duty; and in behalf of the brigade 1

thank them for their provident care and activity. Especial praise is

due Surgeons Trader and Shoot, Assistant Surgeons Kd wards, ( lias-

tain, and Hart for their activity on the tield and their kind and untiring
effort in behalf of the wounded.

Since the 23d day of September the soldiers of this brigade have
been in the saddle almost day and night, without a change of clothing
and much of the time on half rations, yet they were never heard to

murmur. The stubborn courage, dash, and discipline exhibited by

* Not found, lint see table, p. 3-11.
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them are worthy of the big-best commendation, and bave written the
names of the Missouri State Militia on the page of history side by
side with the best soldiers in the Union army.
Acknowledging the high military abilities and persevering energy of

Major General Pleasonton in securing to the country the splendid and
gratifying results of this arduous campaign,

1 am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.1X0. F. PHILIPS,

Colonel, Commanding Briymlc.
Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, l

SAINT Louis. Mo., November 30, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
movements and actions of the First Brigade while operating under
Brigadier-General Sanboru, commanding in the late campaign after the
rebel forces under Price. This report has been thus far deferred on
account of my serious affliction of sore eyes and prostrate health:
On the 8th day of October I had been -engaged all the afternoon

skirmishing and fighting with the enemy from Jefferson City west to

the Moreau. At night I had selected position and gone into camp
when I received the order assigning me to the command of the First

Brigade of your cavalry division. The brigade was composed of the
First Iowa Cavalry, Major McDermott commanding; First Missouri
State Militia, Col. James McFerran commanding; Fourth Missouri
State Militia, Maj. G. W. Kelly commanding; Seventh Missouri State

Militia, LLut. Col. T. T. Crittenden commanding. On the morning of
the 9th I moved at o a. m. and pressed rapidly forward to the junction
of the two roads leading from Jefferson City to IJussellville, where I

found that the general commanding had passed with the remainder of

the division, and had struck the enemy s rear and was pressing him
with great vigor through Kussellville. 1 closed up immediately and so
marched until we arrived at this town. Here it was determined, in

view of the enemy s supposed purpose to carry his main column to Ver
sailles, to move on his right flank and gain California at an early hour.
I was ordered to bring up my brigade and take the advance on account
of my knowledge of the route. I had not gone far before I discovered
that the enemy had sent no inconsiderable force directly in my advance
toward California, and on reaching an eminence within one mile of the
town we discovered the enemy bad formed a junction there of bis entire

army and had left Marmaduke s command to dispute our entrance into

town. He was already in position just south and southeast of town,
and on the appearance of the head of my column be opened on us with
two guns, compelling us to halt, as our approach was through a narrow
lane and the enemy bad perfect range. The advance regiment. Fourth
Missouri State Militia, was immediately dismounted and deployed, and
the remaining regiments of the Missouri State Militia were promptly
up and the Seventh thrown forward dismounted, with instructions to

extend the line well to the left and move boldly on the enemy s right,
while the First Missouri State Militia was dismounted and advanced
to the center of our line, forming the connection between the Fourth
and Seventh. The First Iowa Cavalry was quickly up and was held
in reserve.

In the meantime a section of artillery, under command of Lieutenant

Wachsman, had coine up and was by the general commanding (who
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was ever present to see and direct) assigned a position and began to

reply vigorously to the enemy s guns, now shelling us with fearful pre
cision. Our whole line advanced. The Seventh Missouri State Militia
had moved at the double-quick, driving in the enemy s skirmishers, and
came so suddenly upon his right as to cause it to give way as if alarmed.
The enemy s position was much exposed to our artillery, and his center,
to which this artillery practice was directed, soon fell in sympathy
with his right, and the whole began to retire hurriedly to the north
side of the railroad track, leaving their guns only partially protected,
which fact was quickly discovered by the officer in charge, who &quot;lim

bered up
&quot; and left in hot haste. The Seventh Missouri State Militia

had now reached the town, and soon swept it of the last straggling-
rebel.

My casualties in this engagement were, 1 officer (Lieutenant Cham
bers), 1 sergeant, and 1 private Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia,
wounded with a shell. The loss of the enemy was much greater. Citi

zens of California informed me that they carried off large numbers of
wounded.

I cannot in this connection fail to make special mention of the cool

bravery and gallant conduct of Robert Weeden, commissary sergeant,
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State, Militia. When his regiment dis
mounted to tight he had tied his horse, and supposing the men. left in

charge of the horses would bring his forward, as they brought up the
others, he went on into town with the command. At dark he discovered
that his horse had been left behind. Accompanied by Colonel Crittcn-
den s orderly (Joshua Lorring, a faithful friend and true soldier) he
started in quest of his horse. While hunting him these boys were
approached from the brush by a party of straggling rebels, some twelve
in number, who inquired of Weeden, &quot;Is our boys in town 1

?&quot; &quot;Yes.&quot;

&quot;Who are you; what commands?&quot; was Weeden s inquisitive answer.
&quot;I belong to Colonel Slemons brigade,&quot; was the answer. As quick as

thought, Weeden shot him. The orderly s pistol tailed to lire. Weeden
followed up his work and succeeded in killing some three or four of the

party and mortally wounding one. He got his horse, returned to camp,
and in his coolness and modesty, scarcely considered his adventure
worthy of mention.
We encamped with the division for the night at California. At day

light on the morning of the 10th we inarched west, on the hue of the
Pacific Railroad, via Clark s Station and Tipton, when we turned north
and moved direct for Boouville. After arriving w ithin ten miles of
Boouville night was on us, and we bivouacked for the night near the
&quot;coal mines/ On the morning of the llth our line of march was
resumed. When a short distance out, in obedience to orders from the
general commanding, I sent one regiment, the First Missouri State

Militia, under command of Colonel McFerran, toward the Bell Air and
Boonville road, on our left, with instructions to pass over, if possible,
to the Boonville and Georgetown road, and ascertain whether or not
the enemy was passing on these roads, and to gather all the informa
tion possible of his movements and designs. About 4 p. in. I was
ordered to move with my entire brigade over to Georgetown and Boon
ville road, and if the enemy was found moving his train westward, to
attack it fiercely, and if unable to capture it to punish him severely,
or if the enemy was found not to have moved west to attack his pick
ets, drive them in, and feel the enemy well, to ascertain his position
and strength. It was dark when 1 tapped the road. 1. soon learned
the enemy was not passing west. Eight miles from Boonville I found
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his outer pickets, drove them in, capturing their good hot supper, just
prepared at a hospitable, farm house. AVe steadily drove the pickets,

constantly increasing- in strength, for two miles, where I found the

enemy had several regiments in camp and seemed disposed to resist

stubbornly my farther advance. Disposing the command so as to

secure it against any movement the enemy might attempt on me under
cover of the darkness, I pressed forward two battalions of the Fourth
Missouri State Militia to annoy and punish the enemy. The night w;is

so dark and the enemy s position so well taken, it was found difficult

and hazardous to approach him, without incurring more danger to my
own men than I could reasonably hope to justify in any success to be
had in a general onset. I therefore contented myself with keeping up
a brisk and alarming tire on the enemy s camp from 11 p. in. to 2 a. in.

with the two battalions, while the remainder of , the command slept

quietly beyond range. The enemy, however, was kept up in force and
in line much of the night. Leaving these battalions to demonstrate on
the enemy, I quietly withdrew the brigade and rejoined the division at
4 a. m. on the Tipton road. Colonel McFerrau had. prior to my arrival

with the remainder of the brigade, come upon several bands, a hundred

strong in some cases, chasing and firing on and wounding quite a num
ber and capturing some horses and arms. My entire casualties through
the night were, 1 man, William Wiley, private, Company G, Seventh

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, killed, and 2 men Fourth Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia captured. 1 have, since learned that we wounded
quite a number of the enemy, some of whom died.

I cannot in this connection refrain from expressing my admiration of

and wonder at the temerity of that generalship which enabled our divis

ion commander, with a force of less than 5,000 cavalry, to hang for two
nights and one day on the enemy s rear, front, and Hank, threatening,

attacking, and seemingly investing an army of 15.000 or 20,000 men.
The military strategy thus displayed was as splendid as the boldness
of design was magnificent in execution.
On the 12th we were compelled to fall back to California for rations.

Returning on the loth to the theater of operations it was found the

enemy had left Boonville and moved west. We followed briskly,

passing through Palestine and Bell Air, and encamped for the night
at Nebo Church. On the 14th we inarched at 4 a. in., via Pleasant

Green, Cole iSTeek, and Georgetown, and encamped for the night on the
Basin Fork of Blackwater, having marched forty-three miles that day.
On the 15th 1 sent heavy scouting parties north through Brownsville
and moved the brigade fourteen miles to vicinity of Cook s Store, La
Fayette County. Here we remained until the 17th. In this time 1 sent

heavy reconnoitering parties toward Waverly and Grand Pass, driving
in and skirmishing with the enemy s Hanking parties and gathering
much valuable information. On the 17th 1 dropped down the road
toward Georgetown about twelve miles, and went into camp on the

Bee Branch, a tributary of the Blackwater, throAving out parties of

observation to the north, it being understood the enemy were in that
direction in camp, and sending Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden to

Georgetown after a commissary train made up for the use of the divis

ion. It was here I learned that Capt. O. B. Queen, Company M, Sev
enth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, sent to Sedalia on the night of

the 15th after ammunition, was found at that town with his squadron
by the rebel forces under Jeff. Thompson when they captured the place
on the 15th. Captain Queen, supposing it was (the duty] of the militia

forces to defend it, very properly placed his command behind the im-
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provided defenses and was fighting gallantly, when he discovered that
the garrison had precipitately [tied] and left him unsupported. He was
instantly surrounded and himself and 27 of his company were taken

prisoners and irregularly paroled by the mock general Jeff . Thomp
son. On the 19th I moved my brigade, in obedience to the order of
the general commanding, about seven miles to Brownsville, with in

structions to observe the movements of the enemy and collect impor
tant information. At Brownsville Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown came up,
and in pursuance of orders of Major-General Pleasonton assumed com
mand of the brigade, whereupon I returned to the command of my
regiment.
Thanking the staff officers of General Sanborn for the uniform courtesy

shown me, and acknowledging my grateful appreciation of the marked
kindness of the general himself,

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN F. PHILIPS,

Col. Seventh Caralry Missouri Mate Militia-, Comdg. Brigade.

Capt. WILLIAM T. KITTREDG-E,
Assistant A rtjiitaiit- (fenern{.

A I&amp;gt; D E \ D A .

Itinerary of the District of Central Missouri, commanded by Bri&amp;lt;/. (len.

Egbert /&amp;gt; . Jinncn.*

October ti. The enemy, variously estimated at from 12,000 to 20,000

strong, under command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, entered the eastern

portion of the district about twenty-live miles .south and east of Jeffer
son City, the headquarters of the district having been temporarily
transferred to that point in order to operate more effectually against
the enemy (who was known to have entered the southeast portion of the
State some days previous), and on the evening of the Gth instant the
Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry engaged the enemy s advance
at the crossing of the Osage liiver at Prince s Shoals. In this engage
ment Second Lieut. George W. I louts. Seventh Missouri State Militia

Cavalry, was severely wounded in the face.

October 7. The enemy advanced on Jefferson City, driving our forces
before them, and approaching within full view of the line of the rifle-

pits and earth-works that had been hastily thrown up for its defense.
After a skirmish of an hour and three-quarters, evidently for the pur
pose of ascertaining our strength and position, and during which we
succeeded in dismounting one of the enemy s guns, the enemy moved
west and abandoned the attack.

October &amp;lt;s . Major-General Pleasonton arrived at Jefferson City, and
on assuming command at once started the entire mounted force (&quot;about

. {,500 men) in pursuit of the enemy, who was now moving leisurely
toward Hoonville, occupying that place from the 9th to the llth instant.
The enemy moved toward Lexington; thence toward Independence, at
which place they were overtaken by Major-General Pleasonton on the
22d and driven from the town. On the following day they were hotly
engaged and routed on the Big Blue (seven miles south and east of Kan
sas City), and at once moved south along the border of the district until
overtaken on the 25th instant at Mine Creek, near Fort Scott, where
they again made a stand, and after a spirited engagement were routed
with a loss of over 100 in killed and wounded, 10 pieces of artillery, and

&quot;From monthly return.
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about 1.500 prisoners. Among the latter were Major-General Marnia-
duke and Brigadier-General Ca bell, and a number of colonels and other
officers of a lesser rank.
The following comprises the, officers of this command killed and

wounded : Lieuts. John D. Mullius, Allen W. Christian, James L. Combs,
Columbus Dale, Walter IB. Hamilton, James H. Bryson, and Frank
Barkley, and Capts. William D. Blair and Abrain B. Vansiekler.

Xo. 17.

Report of C ol. James McFc.rran. First .l/Y.v.w^/-/ State Militia Cavalry.

WARRENSBURG, Mo., November 7, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that pursuant to your orders
I marched with my command of five companies, on the 25th day of Sep
tember last, from camp on the Sni, eight miles southwest of Lexington,
leaving Company M at that place, and arrived at Sedalia on the 2(&amp;gt;th,

where I was joined by Major Mullins battalion and Company K, and
remained until the 29th and inarched for Jefferson City, arriving there

on the 1st day of October, when 1 was joined by Company B and re

mained until the iM, and then marched to Mike Clark s Ford, on the

Osage, with 200 men to guard that and other fords against the advance
of Price s army. Xo enemy appearing 1 was ordered back to Jeffer

son City on the 5th, ami at 5 a. m. on the 7th took position with my
regiment in the rifle-pits on the extreme left of the defenses of the city
and remained there (luring the fight and until Price s army had passed.
On the 8th I joined other troops in the rear of Price s army, and on the

evening of the Ofh was present at the fight with his rear guard at

California, On the 10th marched by way of Tipton and camped ten

miles south of Boonville. On the llth, by order of General Sanborn,
I was sent with my regiment to reconnoiter the Boonville and George
town road to ascertain whether the enemy had moved west from
Boonville or not. Found the road strongly picketed by the enemy
and drove the pickets in; shortly afterward two squadrons, under the

command of Major Mullins. charged a party of the enemy numbering
about 100 who were marching on the road toward Boonville, and dis

persed them. Xo casualties on our side; loss of the enemy not ascer

tained. After an examination of the road, and exhausting all sources

of information, I became fully satisfied that no portion of the rebel

army had moved west, and immediately sent a dispatch to General
Sanborn to that effect and returned the same night to General San-
born s camp, having traveled about twenty miles and completed the

reconnaissance as directed. On the 12th marched to California after

subsistence, and on the 13th returned to the Georgetown road and en

camped about fifteen miles southwest of Boonville, Price s army in

the meantime having moved to Saline County. On the 14th the com
mand inarched by way of Georgetown and encamped about eighteen
miles west of Sedalia on the Lexington road. On the 15th marched to

the vicinity of Cook s Store, in La Fayette County, and camped. On the

10th I was ordered by General Sanborn. with my regiment, to recon

noiter in the direction of Waverly, and if necessary visit that place to

ascertain the position and movements of the enemy. 1 marched my
regiment to the vicinity of Waverly and obtained the desired informa
tion. The sun was setting when we turned toward camp, twenty miles

distant. Price s army, 20,000 strong, lay in and below Waverly. What
seemed to be a large cloud of dust to the east and passing to our rear
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admonished us that the enemy was making an effort to cut off our
return. The darkness of the night favored us, and by taking- a more

westerly route than we had traveled in the day we escaped this force

and also that commanded by Jeff
1

. Thompson, who, returning from
Sedalia laden with spoil, placed his men, 2,000 strong, in ambush on
the road we had passed over in the morning to intercept our return,

On the 17th marched to Fisher s Creek, in Pettis County, and camped
and remained there until the 19th, when we marched to Boonville, in

Saline County. Here you assumed command of the First Brigade, of

which my regiment formed a part, which from the time of leaving Jef
ferson City had, by order of General Sanborn, been under the command
of Col. John F. Philips, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia. On
the 20th we marched to Lewis 7

plantation, in La Fayette County. On
the 21st marched to the Sni, eight miles southwest of Lexington. On
the 22d marched to Independence, arriving there in the afternoon; I

was immediately ordered to the front with my regiment at a gallop and
to advance upon the enemy on the Kansas City road. After moving
about half a mile from the town my advance was fired upon; my regi
ment was then dismounted, and all, except one company held in reserve,
advanced against the enemy. It soon became apparent that the enemy
in large force was posted in the timber that skirts the southwest portion
of the town and held the fences and hedge in front of his position, and
were attempting to flank my regiment on the right and left. This made
it necessary to extend my lines to near three quarters of a mile in length.
I now discovered that the enemy was increasing his forces and that my
regiment was in imminent danger of being overpowered and cut to

pieces. I immediately sent messengers to you with the information,
and about this time I sent forward the company held in reserve to sup
port the left in peril. After considerable delay, for which you were not

responsible, I sent other messengers to you, and still others, in relation

to our condition. After near one hour the Fourth Missouri State Militia

appeared upon the ground, and shortly afterward a battalion of the

Seventh Missouri State Militia, under the command of Lieutenant- Col

onel Crittenden. Avho, assisted byKeill s battalion, gallantly charged the

enemy and drove him from his positions. As these respective com
mands arrived I sent them to the left, just in time to prevent disaster,
and where up to this moment my gallant men, under the command of

the heroic Xeill, had maintained the protracted and unequal contest,
while Mullins and Burris with their brave battalions held the over

powering iorce at bay on the right and in the center. In the mean
time the enemy placed several pieces of artillery in position and were

shelling my men furiously over the entire field. Shortly afterward you
arrived with two pieces of artillery and opened upon the enemy, and
about the same time the remainder of the Seventh Missouri State Militia,

under the command of Colonel Philips, also arrived and supported the

artillery. During- all this time the town of Independence was occupied
in force by Federal soldiers, well supplied with artillery, and yet for

near one hour my regiment with forlorn hope battled against fearful

odds, perhaps ten times their numbers.
The fight continued until sunset, when the enemy retreated toward

the Blue, pursued by my regiment, assisting the advance of Colonel

Winslow s brigade, and continued to press his rear in the darkness ofthe

night, encounterirg at short intervals heavy volleys of musketry from
the almost concealed enemy, who slowly and stubbornly retreated. My
men having traveled forty miles, and been engaged with the enemy
since about 3 p. m., withdrew from the contest, and pursuant to orders

remounted and moved forward with the brigade. The column contiu-
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ued to advance. Colonel Winslow s brigade being in the trout
.;
a few

volleys more and the column halted at about 10 p. in., the conflict

ending for the night. My men lay upon the road during the remainder
of the night, holding their horses, both having been without food since
the night previous, and suffering for water. About sunrise in the morn
ing, and before any orders were received to move, I was* relieved of the
command of my regiment by orders of Major-General Pleasontou, with
out any cause being given. It is but justice in this connection to say
that the regiment during the campaign, while under my command,
nobly did its duty, and at the battle of Independence behaved with

distinguished gallantry.
The casualties in the campaign, while under my command, are as

follows: In action October 0, 1804, on the Osage, below Jefferson City,
Private Wright J. Hill, Company D, killed; Private Samuel Howard,
Company D, mortally wounded; Sergt. James ( \ Triplett, Company D,
slightly wounded; Private Warren Mitchell, Company D, severely
wounded; Private George Tyler, Company II, killed; Private John
Harvey, Company H, mortally wounded; Private .Jacob Evans, Com
pany H, mortally wounded: Private William Collier, Company II, mor
tally wounded. In action on the move west of Jefferson City, October

8, 18(54, Sergt. William L. Powell, Company A, slightly wounded. At
Sedalia, .Mo., October 15, 18(54, George Sparks, private, Company I),

killed. At Georgetown, Mo., October 14, 1804, Lieutenant Triplett,

Company 1), was severely wounded by pistol-shot, accidentally. In

action at Independence, October 22. 18(54. First Lieut. .John 1). Mul-

lins, Company F, mortally wounded; Private William II. IJoyston.

Company A, severely wounded: Private Uichard Owings, Company
G, severely wounded; Corpl. James C. Wood. Company K. slightly
wounded.

In relation to the action on the Osage, below Jefferson City, October

0, 1804, you are respectfully referred to Major Mullins official report, a

copy of which is forwarded herewith, marked A.
The loss sustained by the enemy in the several engagements is not

known, but must have been severe.

At Independence Colonel Young was mortally wounded and Captain
Davidson severely wounded, both of the C. 8. Army, fell into our

hands as prisoners of war.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES McEEKRAX,
Colonel First ( a rain/ Missouri State Militia.

General E. B. BROWN,
Jefferson City, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Basel F. Lascar, First Missouri State Militia

Carairy.

HDQRS. FIRST MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAVALRY,
Warrensburg, Mo., Noreinbcr 5, JHiil.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report for the information of the col

onel commanding First Brigade, Cavalry Division, that by verbal orders

of Major-Generai Pleasonton. commanding, on the morning of the

23d of October, 1804, 1 assumed command of the First Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, near Big Blue. I moved forward across Big Blue
and with the balance of the brigade \v..s engaged with the enemy
during the whole of the action of that day.
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Our casualties were as follows:* Total killed,
.&quot;; wounded, 9.

After a rapid inarch from Big Blue to the .Mara is des Cygnes, and

immediately after crossing said stream, my regiment, being in the

advance of the brigade, was ordered to move forward rapidly to engage
the enemy: after moving from three to four miles across the prairie at

a trot and gallop, my skirmishers reported the enemy formed in line of

battle in my front and extending far to my left and some distance to

my right. I moved up my line to supporting distance of my skirmishers
line and halted to await the balance of the brigade, which was moving
up in columns on my right. Seeing that I was outflanked on my left,

I sent a messenger to General Pleasonton to acquaint [him] of the facts.

He sent an order in return that he would send assistance immediately.
About this time I saw the promised assistance coming up on my left.

At this moment my skirmish line was ordered to open fire, which
drove in the enemy s skirmish line, and the enemy opened on my com
mand with two pieces of artillery posted opposite my left. In a very few
minutes the force on my left came up at a charge, and as soon as their

lines, or as I think two columns of squadrons, was in line with me, I

ordered the charge and advanced under a heavy tire of artillery and
small-arms to within 200 to .WO yards, when I saw the force on my left

begin to falter and fall back. I ordered my command to halt and
commence firing. After a sharp action of some minutes the enemy
began to give way on their extreme left; at the same time a move from
their right, which I supposed was to support their left, but in a moment
I noticed one of their battle-nags, which was immediately in my front,

begin to move to the rear. I ordered my command to get ready to

move forward, the most of them being dismounted on account of being
armed with long guns. In the meantime the Fourth and Seventh l\egi-

ments Cavalry Missouri State Militia, on my right, were pressing down
on the enemy, and in advance ot my line; the force on my left had ral

lied and were bearing down on the left. A general charge was made,
resulting in the capture of a number of guns, a large lot of horses and

prisoners. 1 could not designate any particular capture made by my
command, as I ordered them to let all prisoners, horses, &c., pass to

the rear, and we moved forward rapidly until portions of my command,
the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and some Iowa troops, were
far in the advance, when we were ordered to halt by. 1 think, an aide of

General Curtis. Thus ended the battle of Little Osage or Mine Creek.

Our casualties were as follows :* Total wounded, 1*7
; missing, 1. Loss

in horses in engagement in 23d and 25th, 21 killed and 55 wounded,
and equipments lost.

Marched to Fort Scott, remained there until 28th, when I was ordered
to Warrensburg, Mo., as guard to captured artillery and prisoners of

war, where we arrived in the vicinity the 1st of November; 2d turned
over prisoners and moved into Warrensburg and reported to the com

manding officer of the post by order of &quot;Major-General Kosecrans.
Where all have done so well as the officers and men of my command

have, done it would be unjust to mention any particular officer or man;
all have done their duty and done it Avell and satisfactory to their com
manding officer.

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. LAZEAK,

Lieutenant-Colonel i Commanding Rcyimcnt.
( apt. J. II. LITTLE,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- (lateral.

Nouiiual list omitted.
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Xo. 10.

Report of Maj. Alexander YT. Mullins, First Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACH. FIRST MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAV.,
Jefferson, No., October 8, 1804.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 1st instant, in obedience
to orders from Col. James McFerran, I reported to Col. John F. Philips,
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with Companies D, F, H, I,

and L, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, for orders. This battalion,
with other forces, all under command of Colonel Philips, moved to the

Osage Elver on the evening of the 1st instant and encamped near
Bolton s Ford. From that time until 6th instant the command was
constantly engaged in i econnoitering and scouting the country along
and south of the Osage to ascertain the whereabouts of the rebel
forces under Price and to resist as far as possible his advance. On the
Gth instant while marching down the Osage on the north side it became
apparent from the heaving firing of artillery that the rebel forces had
attacked the guard posted at a lord below Castle Eock and that they
were attempting to effect a crossing at th.it point; information was
very soon received that some of their forces had already crossed the
river. I was ordered by Colonel Philips to move forward with my
command and vigorously attack the enemy and if possible regain pos
session of the ford. 1 had advanced about half a mile in the direction
of the ford at which the rebel forces were crossing when my advance
encountered a force of the enemy. My whole force, except Company
U, which was held in reserve, was ordered forward, dismounted for

action. Company I had been previously detached. Just before this
I had been re-enforced by Lieutenant Houts, Seventh Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, in command of a detachment of some ten or twelve
of said regiment which had been thrown out on the road as picket. I

pressed on and drove the enemy for some distance after driving his

advance out of a strong position in a deer) ravine and occupied the
same with my command. I sent word to Colonel Philips advising him
of the situation; that the enemy seemed to be bringing up a large
force and was also swinging around to flank us, and consequently asked
for immediate support. 1 maintained this position from fifteen to

twenty-five minutes, a brisk skirmish being kept up all he while,
when the enemy moved up in overwhelming numbers, attacking in

front and on both thinks. No support having arrived and being unable
to resist the attack my command was compelled to fall back.

My casualties in this engagement are as follows: Private Wright J.

Hill, Company D, killed: Private Samuel Howard, Company D, mor
tally wounded: Sergt. James C. Triplet t. Company D, slightly wounded;
Private Warren Mitchell, Cojnpany D, severely wounded in head;
Private George Tyler, Company H, killed; Private John Harvey, Com
pany PI, wounded in hip, mortally; Private Jacob Evans, Company H,
wounded in face, mortally; Private William Collier, Company H,
wounded in bowels, mortally. Lieutenant Houts, Seventh Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, was severely wounded in face while bravely
resisting the enemy s advance. Captain Meredith did all that a brave
man and true soldier could do to save the command when retreat

became inevitable. Captain Moore is entitled to equai commendation
for his conduct throughout the engagement. I do not know what pun-
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ishnient was inflicted u])on the enemy, but some of their wounded that

subsequently fell into the hands of our forces admitted it to have been

severe, greater than ours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. W. MULLINS,

Major First Caralry Missouri Mate Militia.
li?nt, T. DOYLE,

Adjutant.

No. LO.

Report of Mitj. (reonje W. Kelly. Fourth .V/.s-.vo^r/ Mate Militia Caralry.

. ForKTir Missorm STATE MILITIA CAVALRY,
fteclftlid. Mo., Xofcinber o, 1S64.

COLONEL: .in compliance with circular dated headquarters First

Brigade, Cavalry Division, Warrensburg, Mo., November 2, 1864, 1 have
the honor to report, that on the morning of the 23d of October, 1864,
the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under my command, form

ing part of First Brigade, Cavalry Division, then near the ford of Big-

Blue, moved forward in accordance with your orders, under a heavy tire

from the enemy, and crossed Big Blue about 8 a. in. After passing the

ford, which was accomplished with difficulty, owing to the many ob
structions thrown in the way, I was ordered to charge the ridge beyond
held by the enemy. Finding this would be impracticable, 1 received
instructions from Colonel YVinslow, [Fourth] Brigade, to dismount my
command and move forward on the extreme left, which 1 immediately
did under a steady tire from the enemy. 1 moved forward in line of
skirmishers and endeavored to drive the enemy from the crest of the
hill immediately in my front, which I succeeded in doing after a contest
of two hours. In this engagement Capt. \V. D. Blair was killed while

gallantly leading his battalion, and Captains Vansickler and Hamilton,
Lieutenants Dale and Bryson, wounded while leading their respective
commands. Among the enlisted men I lost 7 killed and 44 wounded, a
list of which I transmit herewith.* From this point I moved forward
in connection with the brigade in the pursuit of the enemy and encamped
for. the night near Little Santa Fe. Moved at daybreak on the 24th;
marched all day on Fort Scott road; passed Finueysville in the even
ing; halted a short time about midnight near Trading Post, Kans.
Moved forward early on October 25, passed Trading Post and crossed
the Marais des Cygnes, pressing the enemy before us. After passing
the Marais des Cygnes, the brigade being in the advance, forced the
enemy to a stand at Mine Creek, and in compliance with orders from
you 1 formed the right wing of the brigade and took part in the grand
charge then made, which resulted in the rout of the enemy. In this

charge I captured 2 pieces of artillery anil 1 battle-flag, besides many
prisoners, the number of which I am not able to give. My loss in this

engagement slight. I moved forward and encamped on the morning of
the 20th at Fort Scott. On the morning of the 27th marched east

twenty miles and encamped on Little Dry Wood. October 28, moved
forward to Lamar, thence back to Muddy Creek. October 29, moved
to Fort Scott, marched thence via Papinvilleand trermaiitown, to War-
reusburg, Mo., where J arrived with my command on the 2d instant.
Total distance marched from October 25 to November 2, 2CO miles.

* Omitted.
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1 cannot close this report without recurring to the noble conduct of
the officers and men of my command in the engagements of the 23d and
25th of October. Captains Missemer and Vansickler, Lieutenants Kerr
and Iluley, deserve especial mention. Among the non-commissioned to
whom praise is due are Sergeants Sapp and Grice, commanding com
panies, and Sergt. James K. Harman. who captured the battle-flag.

I am, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. KELLY,

Major Fourth Cavalry Missouri Mate Militia.

Col. JOHN F. PHILIPS,

Commanding District of Central Missouri.

Xo. 21.

Report of Capt. Oscar ft. (
t))iee&amp;gt;i,

Xerentlt Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

JEFFERSON CITY, October is, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the facts connected with the

capture of a portion of Company M, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, under my command, at Sedalia, Mo., on October 15, 1804, by
the Confederates under General Jeff. Thompson:
By order of Lieut. Col. T. T. Crittenden, commanding Seventh Cav

alry Missouri State Militia, I left General Sanborn s command sixteen
miles from Georgetown on Lexington road October 15, and proceeded
with thirty-three men to meet and guard an ammunition train from

Georgetown back to the command. On reaching there I could hear

nothing of it, but alter remaining two hours or more information was
brought me that Shelby was two miles below Georgetown, advancing
with the intention of attacking Sedalia. I proceeded to Sedalia and
found everything under excitement, the information having reached
there in advance of me. L found the city well intrenched with a force

of between 000 and 800 men, citizens and home guards, under com
mand of Colonel Crawford, Enrolled Missouri Militia. Colonel Craw
ford requested me to place my men in the intrenchments and help to

defend the town. I accordingly dismounted my men and had scarcely

placed them at a suitable point before the rebels made their appearance
and commenced bombarding the town. On the first explosion of shell

my citizen support deserted me, and one general stampede of citizens

and home guards took place, notwithstanding the efforts of Captains
Wilson and Darst to keep them to the work. 1 was occupied during
this time with the column advancing on the point where L was, and held
it at a respectable distance until the enemy s remaining force had
advanced over the, deserted fortifications in my rear and taken posses
sion of the town. Charging up on my rear they demanded my sur

render. I s;iw immediately that 1 was deserted, and in order to save

my little squad 1 must yield, which 1 did. 1 understand that. Colonel
Crawford ordered the evacuation of the, town immediately after the
rebels came in sight; if so, he was very culpable in not notifying me of

the fact. I received no word or order from him from the moment
he requested me to help defend the town up to my surrender. I

went in with thirty-three men, ten of whom escaped, having been left

to guard my horses. We were treated well and my men protected.
Late in the evening General Thompson ordered my men in front of
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the depot, where he administered an oath to them that they would
not again take up arms until exchanged,&quot; telling them if he again

captured them before an exchange he would kill them. I protested
against such parole and told him it would not be respected by the
Federal Government. He took my address, Lieut. R. T. Berry s, my
first lieutenant, and Lieutenant Knapp s, Seventeenth Illinois Volun
teers, charging me at the time that he would hold me responsible for

forty-five men. The increase 011 the number of my men arose from the
fact that there were small squads of soldiers from other commands
there at the time sick Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, Merrill s Horse,
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and Fourth were represented.
On the morning of the 10th I left Sedalia on the cars and reached
Jefferson City October 17, 1804, where I now respectfully await orders,

deeming the parole worthless.
1 have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant.

OSCAR B. QUEEN,
Captain. ^event/I Caralry Missouri titate Militia.

Capt. A. II. CONKLIN,
Actg. Atoft. Adjt. (rot.. District

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;f

Central Missouri.

[First indorsement .

\

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
Jefferson City, Mo., October 18, lb64.

Respectfully referred to Major-( General Rosecrans, commanding De
partment of the Missouri.

K. 1-J. I5ROWN.
Brigudivr-Gtncrul.

[Second indorsement.

His parole is not binding.
W. S. ROSECRANS,

Commanding.

No. LL .

Report* of Col. Rudolph Poser. Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

CAMP COLLEGE HILL,
Jefferson City, October 6, 186-L

GENERAL: 1 have the honor to report to you that I found no enemy s

forces on this side of the Osage Jliver, viz. between the railroad and
the Missouri River, and also about one mile and a half south of the

Pacific Railroad. As soon as I arrived at the Moreau bridge I sent

out skirmishers on the above-mentioned tract of land, and arrived

safely at the Osage River. The bridge and the buildings on both
sides of the river had been burned, as already stated in my dispatch.
After the train left with the dispatches to you, two companies from

my regiment and one company from the Twenty-eighth Regiment
Enrolled Missonri Militia arrived at the other side of the bridge.
Inclosed you will find the reports of the commanders, Captains Onken,
Eitzeu, and Hullins. One company from this command, was taken pris

oners, commanded by Lieutenant Berger,
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From the best information 1 could get the enemy s force is about 500
to 800 strong with some two or tfiree pieces of .artillery. The different

commanders on the Pacific Railroad retreated under great excitement-
Enrolled Militia.

General, I hope you \vill give me a chance to blot out the stain from
the regiment.

1 have the honor to be. general, respectfully, yours.
11. .POSE II.

Co/., Comdy. Thirty-fourth Iicyt. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

General BROWN.

COLLEGE HILL,
Jefferson City, Mo., October JO,

GENERAL: I have t lie honor to report to you that the second lieu

tenant, tSlinkuiau, of Company D. Thirty-fourth Regiment Enrolled
Missouri Militia, arrived here with twenty of his command: also one

private of Company B, Captain Eitzen, and two privates of Company
H, of Captain Koenig s command. Lieutenant Slinkman reports to me
that the whole command, under Lieutenant Berger, were taken prisoners
on the east side of Osage bridge on Wednesday, the oth of October:
that he was marched to California, and there paroled with his men, with
one private of Company B, and two privates of Company II. The coin

raanding officer. Lieutenant Berger, with twenty nine men, had already
been paroled at Westphalia. We were attacked at the bridge by a

force of about 200 men at about 7 a. m. We tired on them from the

block-house and drove them back. After that they sent in a Hag of

truce, upon which we surrendered, with their promise that they should

parole us as soon as they could reach headquarters. Before we, sur

rendered we found we were surrounded by about 2,500 men, with two

pieces of artillery. After the surrender they took all our arms and
ammunition, and stripped us of the necessary clothing. We were also

treated very roughly by the men. Our rations were only one pint of

flour and about one-fourth of a pound of bacon, and were marched
most of the time at double-quick. At Westphalia we. were informed
that we had killed nine of the rebels and wounded two of them.
The number of arms and accouterments lost were as follows: 40

Austrian rifles and accouterments, and 100 rounds of ammunition for

each man. The command at the bridge was strong: two commissioned
officers and forty-nine enlisted men.
One commissioned officer and twenty-nine enlisted men Mere paroled

at Westphalia. One second lieutenant and twenty enlisted men ar

rived -here.

K. POSER,
Col.. (,

o&amp;gt;mly. Thirty-fourth I\t
&amp;lt;/t.

Enrolled Missouri Militia.

General E. B. BROWN.

No. 23.

Report of Capt. Francis Onken, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Mis-

aonri Militia.

CAMP COLLEGE HILL, October n.

Companies A and B arrived at Gasconade bridge on the 3d of

October about 2 o clock. Both companies took possession of the
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block-hoiuse west of the river; Captain Eitzen took command of the

post. There were rumors about that the rebels were in or about Her
mann. About 6 o clock we heard cannons fired in the direction of Her
mann. Two men of Captain Eitzen s threw away their arms and swore

they would not stay to defend the bridge while their property in Her
mann was destroyed. They started over the bridge toward Hermann.
At about 10 o clock they returned and reported the rebels in Hermann
firing the town; that they had cannons on a train ready to go to Gas
conade and destroy the bridge. Captain Eitzen went out of the block

house with his company, saying,
&quot; We have to fall back to Jefferson

City;&quot; most all of my men followed him out the house. I wend out and
called my men to come back, as 1 intended to stay there. Captain Eit

zen said, &quot;Captain Oukeu, 1 will stay by you. but 1 did not hear him
order his men back. He started up the railroad and was soon out of

sight. 1 called my men together, and found that I had but twenty-six
men left ; the others had gone witli Captain Eitzen. I then sent a squad
of men to the east side of the river to destroy the railroad. They took out
some rails and threw them in the river. I sent two scouts across the
Gasconade River on a crossing of roads toward Hermann to see whether

they would send any force in our Hank, as there is a ford in the river

about two miles above the bridge. 1 also sent out two men to bring in

horses and men to use as scouts. The first two scouts never returned,
and were probably taken prisoners or killed.

Everything kept quiet till morning. We did not receive any reliable

information about the rebels. In the afternoon I noticed four men on
horseback on the bluff on the east side of the river; I sent a squad of

four men over, who reported that they saw from twelve to fifteen men
riding on the hills. They also were informed by a farmer s wife, who
lives in sight of the bridge, that two rebel officers took dinner at his

house the same day. Captain Eitzen came tome and asked me, within

hearing of our men, what I was going to do, whether I was going to

stay; that we were surrounded, and it was impossible for us to keep
the post. I told him that I was going to stay. After awhile Captain
Eitzen called the men together in camp, and after telling them that we
were surrounded, asked them what they were going to do; whether

they wanted to stay or leave in the morning at 4 o clock. All men that
wanted to leave should hold up their right hand; most all the men
were in for leaving. A scout now came in and reported that he had
been taken prisoner about four miles from camp, on the east side of
the river. He reported that there was about a regiment of rebels lying
around the hills near the river, and 0,000 more coming on boats. An
other scout came in then, who reported he met with rebels, who fired

at him. He came back through the woods, and saw several squads of

rebels, who went around stealinghorsesfrom the farmers. Captain Eitzen

reported that he had but sixteen of his men left. The picket reported
he heard trees falling on the bluff in sight of the bridge. The men then
all got up, and said they were going to leave right off. I took a hand
car and had the spare muskets and the cartridges put on; there went
six men of my company with it. The hand-car 1 found burned about one
mile this side of the Osage bridge. The men probably were taken

prisoners. I staid in camp till all were gone. There were about ten
men with me there when I started for Medora. Here I found Captain
Eitzen. We heard the Osage bridge was burnt. We concluded to
march to the bridge, and got there about 4 o clock, afternoon. I never
would left the Gasconade bridge if my ineu had staid with me, I
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must state yet that Captain Eitzen, after he left the first night, came
back after midnight with four men; they kept coming in. and at roll-

call Captain Eitzen reported thirty-four men for duty.
FRAXC1S OXKEX.

dipt. Company A, Thirty-fourth h eat. Enrolled Missouri Mil it in.

Colonel POSER,
Thirty-fourth Retjiment Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Report of Capt. Charles I). Eitzen, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled

Missouri Militia.

CAMP COLLEGE HILL,
Jefferson City, October V, 1M~L

I have tlie honor to report that 1 have returned with my command
to Jefferson City, after many trials and difficulties, and give you below
a, condensed statement of my affairs, (/nder orders from you 1 started

on the 3d day of this month with my company to the Gasconade

bridge. Before starting I was very anxious to have my company
properly clothed, but there being no time for it it could not be done.
Most of my men were placed on open flat-cars in a heavy rain, which
rain kept up all day. My men were perfectly drenched, and com
plained bitterly that the Government had not furnished them with

proper clothing. Several of the, men got sick: OIK; was in a dying
condition when we, arrived at the bridge. As soon as I could get the
men to quarters I sent my first lieutenant (the second lieutenant had
been cut off at Franklin, to which place 1 had sent him to get provis
ions for the men then stationed at the Gasconade bridge, which orders
were received from headquarters at Saint Louis, that I should draw
my provisions there) in charge of the sick men to Hermann, there being
no hospital at the Gasconade bridge. In doing this he was also cut
off and has not returned to duty up to this time, which left me without
a commissioned officer. About an hour after I had scut off the sick

men to Hermann we heard cannonading in the direction of Hermann.
We then moved all into the tort and I ordered everybody to carry
water into the fort so that we could stand a siege, unless we were at

tacked by artillery, which the fort was unable to withstand, being only
a log-house. After making all preparations for a regular siege, 1 lay
down to rest a little, not having slept any the night before. 1 barely
had lain down and gone to sleep when there was a great commotion in

the fort, which was on account of some scouts coming in from Her
mann, stating that Hermann had gone up and the whole town burnt,

and that a train with two cannons was then coming up to attack us.

This made, a perfect uproar among the men, some of them throwing
down their arms and said that they did not intend to stay at the

bridge and save it, as Hermann was destroyed and their families would
be brutally treated by the rebels, and as the fort could not stand artil

lery we would all be cut to pieces unless we evacuated it. It was im

possible for me to stop the panic which seized the men; they ran out
of the fort with Captain Onken s men. Of course I could not leave my
men, and had to follow them. \Ve formed in front of the fort on the
railroad and were consulting what to do. One of Captain .Onken s

men, Mr. liicketts, told me that we could tear up the culvert close by.
We marched a short distance and intended to destroy the culvert, but
could not get any tools for this purpose. The rain pouring down in tor-
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rents all the time, my men took possession of the first house in the woods.
After my men became a little more composed I commanded them in

the, name of the State of Missouri and begged them for my sake to

return with me to the fort. After much trouble part of the men started
back with me to the fort, and 1 reported to Captain Onken at 12
o clock that night. Some of the men had started for home and refused
to go back to the fort, and I had no power to enforce it, saying that

they would rather be shot on the spot than to stay and leave all their

families at the mercy of the rebels. This was not only the case with

my company, but also with Captain Onken s company, he having lost

about as many men out of his company as mine. We held the fort until

the next evening, when we were bound to evacuate it. Before doing so,

however, I asked the opinion of all the men in the fort, Avhether there
was the least chance of holding it, and it was the unanimous opinion
that we had not the least chance to hold it, as we were surrounded on
all sides by about 0,000 men, and that all our scouts had been cap
tured except two. one of them having been tired at three times. By a

very fortunate circumstance we had a good guide, and by circumvent
ing their pickets we passed safely through and made that night a forced
march to Medora. On the way I lost about ten of my men by not being
able to stand the fatigue of the march. As soon as we got to Medora
we heard that the Osage bridge was burning and that no dispatches
could be sent to Jetterson City. A scout also came in stating that the,

country back of Medora was full of bushwhackers. We therefore made
up our minds to march to the Osage bridge, intending to tight our way
through or die in the attempt. When we arrived at the Osage bridge
we found that the rebels had been there a few hours before and had
left, but were still in the neighborhood. We fortunately got a flat-boat

and got safely over, and reported to Colonel Poser. Colonel Poser
informed me that 1 should consider myself under arrest, and I am so
now in camp. As I can prove the above facts by my men and others
who acted as scouts and came up with us, 1 ask the favor of you to

have the general to institute a court of inquiry into my acts, and if

found innocent of the charge made against me that I can be released

again and take again charge of my company. My men are entirely
broke down and are without the necessary clothing.

In the above statement I forgot to mention that before we evacuated
the fort the pickets had reported that the rebels had cut down two trees
in range of the fort and were then planting cannon, and that in case
we did not evacuate the fort we would all be butchered. Even Captain
Onken was unable any more to burn the bridge, as were his orders,
in case he should have to evacuate the fort.

I am, colonel, respectfully, yours.
CHAKLES D. EITZEN,

Cftpt, Company &amp;gt;, Thirty fourth Rcyt. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

( olonel POSER.

Report of Capt. John Sullins, Thirty-four Infantry Enrolled Missouri
Militia.

CAMP COLLEGE HILL, October 6
,
1864.

&quot; COLONEL : I have the honor to inform you that I took possession of

the west end of Osage bridge October 3, p. in., with my command.
1H R R VOL XLI. PT I
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Lieutenant Berger took possession of the east end of the same bridge.
I heard no report of the enemy before October 5. In the morning: about

daylight information came to me by Mr. Williams, a citizen from Loose

Creek, that the buildings at that place had been destroyed. About sun
rise Lieutenant Berger was attacked on three sides by a large force. I

could see the enemy for at least a mile up the Osage Kiver in force;

they also fired across the river at our block-house; we returned the
fire. After some ten or fifteen minutes Lieutenant Berger ceased fir

ing. I saw a nag of truce come to Lieutenant Berger, and in a few
minutes I saw that the enemy had full possession of the east end of the

bridge, and thatthey had taken Lieutenant Berger s command prisoners,
and had them marched up, from the best I could see. in range of our
fire. In a few minutes I saw a nag of truce coming across the bridge to

me. When it came it was a written demand for an unconditional sur
render of me and my forces. I refused. The nag of truce returned
I being determined to hold the block-house and defend the bridge as

far as I could. My men being raw militia, inexperienced in the service,
and from what I could see the enemy was preparing to fire into our
block-house with artillery, and there being a great panic among a por
tion of my men, and believing that if I fired across the river at the

enemy that Lieutenant Berger s command would be exposed, and that

it was impossible to hold the bridge against the artillery, we evacuated
the place.

I am, colonel, respectfully, yours.
JOH:NT SULLLXS,

Capt. Company C\ Thirty-fourth Reyt. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Colonel POSER.

No. LG.

Report of Maj. Lcicin H. Boutell, Forty-Jifih Missouri Infantry.

HDQRS. FORTY-FIFTH MISSOURI VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Jefferson City, October 8, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that Companies F and I, under
command of Adjutant Hill, were, by order of General Brown, sent for

ward on the road leading from the fair-ground to support a section of

artillery which was to be sent there. On reaching the road beyond
the fair-ground Adjutant Hill was ordered by a general officer, name
unknown (but think General Sanborn), to deploy one of the companies
as skirmishers and to relieve his line, which he did. The road was
filled by cavalry of the Sixth Missouri State Militia. After deploying
one company as skirmishers he was ordered by a colonel of cavalry to

send the company retained as reserve on the flank to prevent a flank

movement. This was done, but it was too late, as the enemy were

already on the flank. The cavalry left in disorder, and finding the

infantry alone and unsupported, the order was given to fall back. The
men, considering they had to be formed under fire and were new sol

diers, behaved well. Loss as far as known was 3 killed, 9 wounded,
and 4 missing in action.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. H. BOUTELL,

Major, Commanding.
Capt. JAMES H. STEGER,

Assistant Adjutant- General, District of Central Missouri.
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Xo. 27.

Reports of Brig. Gtn. John Jfc-iVetV, U. /S. Army, commanding JJ tutnet of
Rolla and Second Brigade, Carairy Division.

SAINT Louis. November 2

SIR: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the action
taken by the Second Brigade. Cavalry Division, while under the com
mand of Major-General Pleasonton, in the late pursuit of the rebel

army under Sterling Price:
In obedience to General Field Orders. Xo. 1, October 1C, 1804, I

joined the brigade and assumed command at Kirkpatrick s Mill the

night of October 19. The brigade was composed of the following
troops: The Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, U. S. Volunteers, under Col
onel Beveridge; Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, under
Colonel Catherwood

;
Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, under

Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein ; and detachments of Xinth Missouri
State Militia Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Draper; Third Missouri
State Militia Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews; Seventh
Kansas Cavalry, U&quot;. S. Volunteers, under Major Malone; Second Mis
souri Cavalry, U. S. Volunteers (Merrill s Horse), under Captain Hous
ton. At 2.30 a. m. 1 moved, pursuant to orders, to Davis Bridge, reach

ing it about noon, and waited the arrival of the other brigades. At 2

p. m. received orders to move- on in the direction of Lexington.
Camped at dark within ten miles of that

place.&quot; \vhen I received orders
to occupy the city that night. Immediately broke up cam]) and entered

Lexington at 12 o clock that night. The Fifth Missouri State Militia,
Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein, in advance, was tired on by two sep
arate parties in the suburbs of the town, but steadily pushing forward

dispersed them and captured seven prisoners. Finding the city evac
uated by the enemy, I bivouacked my men in the streets, and awaited

morning, having marched day and night without an opportunity for

feeding horses. Xo forage in Lexington, and by order ot general com
manding, 1 moved in the morning (21st of October) via Waverly, and
was compelled to camp at. night on Fire Creek Prairie, again without

forage. I marched at 5 a. m. (October 22) to the crossing of the Little

Blue, where we found the bridge destroyed and the ford impracticable
for wagons and artillery. A temporary bridge was rapidly constructed
under the supervision of the commanding general, and artillery and
train crossed, while, with a part of my brigade, I went forward and
attacked the eneniy

: s rear guard, composed of two brigades, General

Fagan s division. 1 deployed everything, and steadily drove the

enemy from position after position (although he was supported by
well-served artillery) until he was forced several miles to the edge of

Independence. The skirmishing was at times heavy, and the artillery
of the enemy admirably served, but my officers and men held their

ground at all points and punished the enemy severely. Being ordered
to charge, I mounted my regiments as they came up, ordering the
Thirteenth Missouri Veteran ^ olunteers to charge through the town,
and -fall on the enemy s rear, saber in hand. This order was gallantly
executed. Colonel Catherwood leading the charge. This charge was
brilliantly supported by the Seventh Kansas and Seventeenth Illinois

charging in close order, and resulted in the capture of two guns, and the

killing and wounding and capturing a large number of the enemy.
For the casualties ot this day 1 respectfully refer you to reports of the

regimental officers and of Surgeon Cundilf, acting brigade surgeon. J



372 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LI II.

am confident that this day s work of the Second Brigade did much to
convince the enemy of the fighting qualities of our men and to inspire
a wholesome respect for their prowess, thereby aiding us much in sub
sequent attacks.

I moved at 12 o clock that night under orders to march to the junc
tion of the Independence with the Little Santa Fe road, after leav

ing the Third Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews, as
a provost guard at Independence, by order commanding general. At
4 a. m. October 23 I flanked a large camp on the opposite side of the

Blue, and near the Byram s Ford. I ascertained it to be the enemy.
1 sent a detachment of the Second Missouri Cavalry (Merrill s Horse)
to the ford. Halted to feed horses, having inarched two days and
nearly two nights included without forage. At daybreak a heavy tir

ing commenced on my right and in the direction of Westport. I moved
on toward Hicknian Mills, expecting to be able to strike Price s flank,

moving cautiously about four miles, firing having ceased for some time,
when suddenly I found myself in contact with the entire force of the

enemy. I at once formed my brigade in line, advanced my skirmishers,
and opened on their column with a section of Captain Montgomery s

battery (3-inch Rodman rifles). The enemy had formed their line of three
lines deep and actually surrounded me on three sides. My skirmishers

(Seventh Kansas and Merrill s Horse) most gallantly pressed up to

the main line of the enemy s center. In the meantime he had placed
batteries in three different locations and opened a well-directed cross-

tire upon Montgomery; I was consequently compelled to move him
some 400 yards to the left, recall my skirmish line, and occupy the new
position. I determined to hold this position at all hazards, in hopes
that the remaining brigades would come up. Toward night the enemy
retired, leaving about 40 of their dead on the ground. In the morning
(October 24) pushed on their trail, passing between Hickman Mills and
Little Santa Fe, where I then learned that the other brigades were;

pushed on and met them about twelve miles from Santa Fe, where our
lines of march intersected. I finally fell into column in rear of First

Brigade, and having received orders to move forward and attack the

enemy wherever I should find him, day or night, 1 continued inarching
until 12 p.m., when 1 received an order through a staff officer of General
Sanborn (Lieutenant Murphy), given in the name of the commanding
general, to halt and go into camp, carefully keeping down all fires, as

we were in shelling distance of the enemy. About daylight I learned
from Major McKeuny, of Major-General Curtis staff, that an error must
have been committed, as no such order could have been given by the

general commanding. I immediately moved forward at a trot.

Daylight October 25. at Trading Post, an orderly rode up, directing
me to hold the river and act as a reserve. In a few minutes later,

however, I received through Major Chariot, of General Curtis staff, an
order to hasten up at speed, and to leave my artillery with Lieutenant
Colonel Beuteen, commanding Fourth Brigade, after which it did not

report to me during the expedition. I immediately started on a gallop
and continued it for ten miles, when I got engaged with the enemy,
directly after crossing the Marmiton, who were strongly posted in a

large corn-field and in the edge of the timber skirting the prairie. The
Fifth Missouri State Militia dismounted and most gallantly charged,

throwing down the fence in the face of a severe fire, while the balance

of the brigade charged on horseback. The enemy were completely
routed, scattering in disorder, throwing away their arms and leaving

many of their killed and wounded. 1 continued the pursuit through
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the prairie for several miles, and finally about 3.30 brought their entire
force to bay near Shiloh Creek. Here I was joined by the Fourth
Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen, and by order of command
ing general I formed both brigades into a double line of battle. Price s

entire army formed and resolved themselves into a quadruple line,
about 800 yards in front, and notwithstanding their line was made four

deep, they outflanked me both to the right and to the left. I en
deavored to charge and was gallantly supported in the effort by Col
onel Benteen, but the utmost exertions of officers and men could not
move the horses to a trot or a gallop. I steadily advanced in line at a
walk toward the enemy, who continued to retire, gradually massing
his flanks upon his center, when their flight became more rapid, and in

pursuance of orders from commanding general I bivouacked my com
mand on the battle-field, passing another night without either forage
or rations. Tu the morning moved to a corn-field and fed, receiving
orders to march via Lainar. About 10 a. in. I renewed the pursuit of

Price, and found his trail well defined with the debris of burning
wagons artillery ammunition scattered along the road for miles, camp
equipage, mess kits, plunder, and arms thrown away, all evinced the
demoralization consequent upon the vigorous attacks of the preced
ing day. 1 secured a large flock of sheep, which I dispatched under
guard to the quartermaster at Fort Scott. At his camp over 200

wagons were destroyed by him. At least forty wagons were uninjured,
among them several wagons loaded with small-arm ammunition, most
emphatically telling the condition the flying rebels were reduced to.

I was delayed here several hours. Price having destroyed the ford and
obstructed the roads, felling heavy timber across them. Finally cleared
the track and pushed on to Shanghai, arriving at 11 p. in., where, in

accordance with the orders of the commanding general Cavalry Divis

ion, I reported to Major General Curtis.

The officers and men of the brigade are entitled to the highest praise
for their gallantry in attacking the enemy and for the cheerfulness with
which they endured the privations and fatigues of this most exhaust

ing campaign. The regimental commanders, each and every one, did
their whole duty, and were well supported by their line officers. To my
staff

(&quot;apt. H. X. Cook, Ninth Missouri State Militia, ordnance officer

and inspector; Capt. C. G. Lauraut, assistant adjutant-general; Lieu
tenant Acker, Seventeenth Illinois, aide-de-camp I am under obliga
tions for their gallant support, and 1 would particularly mention Lieut.
E. G. Manning, Eighty-first U. S. Colored Troops, for his assiduous
attention to duty, and his conduct in the face of the enemy. To Lieut.
J. S. Taylor, Second Missouri Cavalry Volunteers (Merrill s Horse),
acting assistant quartermaster, and Lieut. L. Whitney, acting commis
sary of subsistence, I would here i^ake grateful acknowledgments for

the patient and thorough manner _u which they each discharged their

duties.
1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

JOHN MCNEIL,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

SAINT Louis, November
2~&amp;gt;,

1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report to you that in accordance with
orders received October 2G, from Major-General Pleasontou, commander
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of Cavalry Division, I reported with the two brigades of that division
to Major-General Curtis, at Shanghai, Barton County, Mo., at 11

p. m. October 20, 1804. The next day continued the pursuit of Price s

retreating army, arriving at Newtonia 9 p. m. October 28, where Men-
eral Blunt had succeeded in forcing the enemy to action, which the
Second Brigade arrived too late to participate in. Received orders to

attack the enemy at daylight. At 4 a. m. October 20 my men were in sad-
die to move on toward the enemy, when I received orders from general
commanding department to move with the brigade to the District &amp;lt;&amp;gt;t

Holla. Marched for Rolla, via Springfield, and October 30 camped
nineteen miles from Springfield, when I received orders from Major
General Curtis to continue anew the pursuit of Price and to report to
him at Cassville. My horses requiring shoeing, I went via Springneld
and found 1,5(10 horses in the brigade to be shod; spent two days and
nights constant work, and on 2d of November left Springneld for Cass
ville, leaving a part of brigade to continue shoeing, and join me at
Cassville. I arrived at Cassville Oth of November, joined by balance
of command on the 7th, when, learning that the country before us
was entirely destitute of forage, and believing that from the thoroughly
jaded condition of my horses that an advance would insure their de

struction, without the remotest prospect of ever catching up again with

Price, I requested ofthe commanding general Departmentofthe Missouri
instructions, and received authority to return to Rolla. Leaving Cass
ville I proceeded through the southern tier of counties via Ilartville

by easy marches, finding forage, and arrived at Ifolla November 15,

1804.

The officers and men are entitled to the highest praise, not only for

the gallantry with which they were always ready to attack the supe
rior force of the enemy, but for the invariable cheerfulness with which
they endured the privations and fatigues of this most exhausting-
campaign. Where all have behaved equally well it were invidious to

make any distinctions. My regimental commanders, each and every one,
did their whole duty, and were well supported by their line officers. To
my staif Capt. H. N. Cook, Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
ordnance officer and inspector; Capt. C. G. Laurant, assistant adju
tant-general; Lieutenant Acker, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, aide-de

camp I am under obligations for their gallant support, and 1 would

particularly mention Lieut. E. G. Manning, P^ighty-tirst U. S. Colored

Infantry, for his assiduous attention to duty, and his conduct in the
face of the enemy. To Lieut. J. S. Taylor, Second Missouri Cavalry,
U&quot;. S. Volunteers (Merrill s Horse), acting assistant quartermaster, and
Lieut. L. Whitney, acting commissary of subsistence, I would here
make grateful acknowledgments for the patient and thorough manner
in which they each discharged their duties. For the number of horses

absolutely destroyed by the extraordinary marching 1 was compelled
to do, and the absence of forage, 1 would respectfully refer you to the

report of Captain Cook, my inspector, already submitted to the chief
of cavalry.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JOHN MCNEIL,

Brigadier- General, Com mandiny.
Capt. J. F. BENNETT,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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SAINT Louis, November 26, 1861.

SIR : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of my eiforts to

secure the safety of Eolla, and following that my march to Jefferson

City :

Having learned from my Arkansas scouts, as well as from information
from headquarters of the department, that Eolla would probably be one
f the objective points of the rebel army under Sterling Price, in his

cent invasion of Missouri. 1 issued General Orders, Xo. 35, District of

.iolla, in which I declared Kolla a military camp. All male citizens of

Holla and adjacent country, including aliens and strangers temporarily
present, were organized and placed under proper officers and set to

work on the defenses of the place. This work was carried on day and

night. On the 30th of October [September] General Sanborn reported
to me with between 1,500 and 1,000 mounted men. The same day I

dispatched Colonel Beveridge with two battalions of the Seventeenth
Illinois Cavalry as a reconnaissance party to Saint James and Steel-

ville. That night, learning that General Ewiug had arrived at Leas-

burg and was closely beleaguered by the enemy, I sent orders to Col
onel Beveridge by special messenger to inarch immediately to General

Ewing s relief. This order was most successfully executed by Colonel

Beveridge and resulted in the safety of the toil-worn force that had so

far successfully retreated from Pilot Knob and their arrival at Holla,
some 700 men and six pieces of artillery being thus rescued from the

very grasp of the enemy. For the details of this movement I would

respectfully refer you to the report of Colonel Beveridge, inclosed

herewith. By the 3d of October, so assiduously and faithfully had
the working parties performed the tasks allotted, for which too much
praise cannot be given to Col. Albert Sigel, Fifth Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, commanding the post; Maj. C. Biehle, First Missouri
State Militia Infantry, commanding Fort Wyman, and to Captain
Dette, First Missouri State Militia Infantry, commander of Star Fort,
that I felt assured of the safety of the post, no matter by what force

of the enemy it might be assailed. On the evening of the 3d I became
convinced that General Price was pushing for Jefferson City. All
communication with Saint Louis being cut off, I was compelled to act

in the premises without consultation with headquarters. It also be
came known to me that one prominent object of the raid on the part of

the enemy was the capture of the political capital of the State and the
installation of Thomas C. Reynolds as the constitutional Governor of

Missouri, and the inauguration of a civil government, that, with the

assistance of this rebel army of occupation, would be enabled to arouse
the latent spirit of rebellion which still unfortunately existed in the
minds of many citizens of Missouri. Determined if in my power to
foil this rebel scheme. 1 marched from Kolla for Jefferson City on the

morning of the 4th of October. 1864, taking with me every effective

man that a due regard for the safety of Kolla would permit. The
force was composed of Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, U. S. Volunteers,
Colonel Beveridge commanding; Fifth Cavalry Missouri State Militia,
Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein commanding; one section Battery B, Sec
ond Missouri Artillery, Captain Sutter commanding; two sections Bat

tery H, Second Missouri Artillery, Captain Montgomery commanding;
one section 12-pounder mountain howitzers, Fifth Missouri State Mili

tia, Lieutenant Hillerich.
I had previously directed General Sanborn, then in camp at Cuba, to

join me at Vienna and proceed with me to the rescue of Jefferson City.
Arrived about dark at Vienna and found General Sanboru. It having
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rained all day, and having in addition to my artillery a supply train,

heavily loaded, of forty-six mule wagons, I became fearful lest General
Price might anticipate me in reaching the fords of the Osage. I ordered
the column to commence moving at daylight, giving General Sanborn s

brigade the advance, and succeeded in crossing the Osage with artillery
and train the same day, nearly twenty-four hours in advance of General

Price, making -Jefferson City from Rolla in two days, a distance of

seventy miles. I reported to General Brown, in command of the Central

District, Department of the Missouri, and by his orders moved my
brigade on the Oth of October into the works then in active state of

preparation for defense of the city, where they cheerfully labored for

thirty-six consecutive hours in completing the defenses of the line.

Upon the assumption of command by General Fisk I was appointed to
the command of the right wing of the defenses of the place, and the fol

low ing troops assigned me as my brigade : Third Regiment Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, LieutenantColonel Matthews; Fifth Regiment
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein; Ninth
Regiment Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant Colonel Draper;
Seventeenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, Col. John L. Bever-

idge; one regiment of infantry (Gasconade County Militia), Colonel

Poser; one section of Battery B, Second Missouri Light Artillery; two
sections of Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artillery; one section of

lU-pounder mountain howitzers. General Sanborn having the strongest
position on the south side of the town, I sent him Captain Sutter with
his section of Napoleon guns. The enemy having crossed Moreau
demonstrated on this position, and this section opened upon the main
column of the enemy. For particulars I would refer to the reports of
General Sanborn. Toward evening the Fifth Regiment Missouri State

Militia, posted on my left wing, had some skirmishing, but elicited noth

ing of importance; my whole force labored industriously the entire

night in strengthening the defenses of the line; and learning from
scouts that the rebels were massing their whole force in my front, 1

had all hands ready for the fight at early dawn, but .with the appear
ance of day came the disappearance of Price s army. During the

night a rebel emissary of his from Jellerson City informed him of my
arrival the day before with 2,800 men and eight pieces of artillery,

whereupon, after consultation with his chiefof engineers. General Shelby,
and others, it was decided to abandon the attack and immediately move
west. This news I obtained early in the morning, it coming from the

gentleman at whose house Generals Price and Shelby quartered that

night, and who was in the room during the consultation. The enemy
no longer threatening an attack, I was ordered to turn over the cavalry
force under my command to General Sanborn for service in the field,

and subsequently in the day I was ordered back to Rolla, via Saint

Louis, by Major-General Pleasonton, commanding troops in the Held.

I immediately started on horseback, accompanied by an escort of twenty
men, and the consciousness that by the promptness of my movements
from Rolla, although without orders from headquarters, I had saved the

capital of the State from the pollution of rebel occupation, and thwarted
the enemy in his fondest scheme of establishing a Confederate govern
ment and issuing from the capital an order for the election of a Confed
erate legislature.

1 cannot sufficiently commend the promptness of my officers and men
on this expedition and the zealous industry displayed by them in work

ing on the fortifications at Jefferson City. To Brigadier-General Brown,
commanding the Central District, and to Captain Case, assistant quar-
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terinaster, I am under obligations for many acts of kindness and atten
tion to my officers and men. I reached Saint Louis October 12, at mid
night, where I received orders to return to the front. I started from
Saint Louis the morning of the 14th of October, and reported to Major -

General liosecrans, at Jefferson City, the evening- of the 10th of Octo
ber, and by General Field Orders, Xo. 1, was assigned to the command
of the Second .Brigade, Cavalry Division, Major-General Pleasonton;

commanding. For details of the operations of the Second Brigade 1

would respectfully refer to my official report made to Major-General
Pleasontou, commanding Cavalry Division.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,,
JOHN MCNEIL,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. J. F. BENNETT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Xo. 28.

Report of Sitrg. William H. 11. Gundlff, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry;
Acting Medical Director.

ROLLA. Mo., December 1, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit in obedience to your request
the further subjoined report of the casualties which occurred in the
Second Brigade. First Cavalry Division, of troops in the field during
the late expedition in this State and Kansas against the rebels, com
manded by General Sterling Price, and in so doing 1 will confine myselt
to such reports as are in my possession, made to me by the surgeons
and assistant surgeons of the respective regiments composing said

brigade, having lost all my personal notes which 1 had made during
the campaign for the purpose of enabling me to make a full and com
plete report of all the casualties occurring in my brigade in different

engagements, of Independence (October 22), Big Blue (October 23), and
Osage (October 2.&quot;), 1804). From all the reports, together with my per
sonal knowledge, the following report will approximate if not entirely
cover our losses in the above-named battles.t

I would add the remark that all the cases that fell under my personal
observation were skillfully and successfully treated by surgeons and:
assistant surgeons under my charge upon the most approved plan of
army surgery. In conclusion, I desire to say that the highest praise is

due the surgeons and assistant surgeons of the brigade for their hearty
and efficient co-operation in caring

1 for the sick and wounded during
the arduous campaign.

I am. respectfully, your obedient servant.
W. H. H. CUXDIFF,

Surf/., 13th Mo. Cat\ \ ols. (Vet.), and Actg. Med. Director 3d Brig.

, Brigadier-General MCNEIL,
Gomdy. Second Brig., First Dir. Cav., Troops in the Feld.

&quot; See p. 371.

t Nominal list (omitted) shows the losses :is follows: Independence, Mo.. October
22, 1864, 2 men killed, 4 otlicers and 8 men wounded. Big Blue. Mo., October 23,

1864, 4 men wounded. Osage, Mo.. October 25, 1864, 1 inau killed, 11 men wounded.
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Xo. 29.

Reports of Col. John L. Beveridge, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH CAVALRY,
Rolla, J/o., October 3, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report that on the 30th ultimo, under
orders from headquarters District of Rolla, I inarched with two bat

talions, 1&quot;&amp;gt; officers and 450 men, to Saint James. The enemy had not

appeared at that point, but was reported at Knob View, six miles be

yond. Marching rapidly forward, I found the enemy, reported 150

strong, had burned a few cars, plundered a store, and fled southeast
before our approach. This side of Knob View I overtook a drove of

beef-cattle, numbering from 75 to 100, moving toward the rebel lines.

Taking them to be supplies for the rebel army, I arrested the parties
in charge, and sent them and the cattle back to Captain Ferguson, in

command at Saint James, with instructions to send all to Rolla. The
command marched along the railroad toward Cuba, and just at dark
the rear of a column was discovered crossing the track to the left.

Thick woods and darkness prevented a vigorous pursuit. They went
down Brush Creek to the north, and were probably the same party that
committed the depredations at Knob View. The command encamped
at Cuba. The enemy, from iiOO to 400 in number, had visited Cuba the

previous night, burning the station-house and warehouse, tearing up
the railroad track, and leaving about midnight. I sent Sergeant Staf

ford, Company L, and three men to Steelville, who returned at 5 a. m.,
and reported that no enemy in force had appeared at that point. I

could obtain no reliable information of the enemy. The people were
much alarmed, and the wildest rumors prevailed. General Ewing was
reported retreating with his command from Pilot Knob across the

country toward Leasburg, out of ammunition and subsistence, and
severely pressed by the enemy. On the morning of the 1st I inarched

cautiously toward Leasburg, determined to effect a communication with
General Ewing or make a demonstration upon the enemy in his favor.

Fortunately, no enemy impeded the march, and early in the day the
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry reached Leasbnrg, and was joyously
greeted by the forces of General Ewing. ruder the direction of General

Ewing several scouting parties were sent out, and at night the general
retired his force toward .Rolla, two squadrons of the Seventeenth Illi

nois Cavalry, under command of Major Fisher, leading the column, and
the other squadrons under my immediate command covering the rear.

Captain Baker with his company (F) remained till daylight to destroy
all Government stores abandoned. On reaching Saint James the com
mand was relieved from further duty by General Ewing, and was
marched to camp at Rolla.

All my officers and men behaved well, and I trust the honor will be

given them of having saved from capture by the enemy General Ewing
and his command and Col. Thomas C. Fletcher, the next Governor of

the State of Missouri.
1 have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,

JOHN L. BEVERIDGE,
Colonel Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

Capt. C. G. LAURANT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Holla, J/o., November 17, 186-L

SIR: In pursuance of instructions from district headquarters I have
the honor to submit the following- report:
The regiment, two battalions, marched from Eolla October 4, 18G4,

and arrived at Jefferson City, sixty-live miles, on the morning of the

Gth. Before daylight on the morning of the 7th the regiment took its

position on the right of the, line for the defense of the city, and was
here joined by Companies C and D, making total strength 2- officers

and 023 enlisted men. Companies C and 1&amp;gt; were thrown to the front

in line of skirmishers and remained in that position till late p. m. of

the 8th. The other companies, men and officers, dismounted, worked

faithfully and cheerfully for thirty six hours in fortifying the line of

defense, and all seemed to regret the enemy did not appear to test the

strength of their works and the valor of their arms. Late p. m. of the

8th the regiment marched out of the city with the other forces in pur
suit of the enemy. From the 8th to October 11&amp;gt; I was in command
of Second Brigade, U. S. Cavalry force, and the regiment was under
the immediate command of Maj. L. C. Matlack. During this time it

performed its share of field duty, marching, picketing, and scouting.

Major Matlack with the regiment made, a reconnaissance from Cook s

Store toward Lexington, and Major Fisher with ~&amp;gt;00 men from Higgins
Store to Marshall.. October 1U brig. (ren. John McXeil assumed com
mand of the brigade at Kirkpatrick s Mill. The regiment marched
with the other forces to Lexington and westward to Independence,
and at the engagement near Independence was dismounted and took
its position upon the left of the line, on the left of the Thirteenth
Missouri Cavalry Kegiment. the men falling promptly into line and
moving rapidly forward for two miles across fields and through
woods. October 23, marched from Independence at midnight on the
Little Santa Fe road to the Little Blue, and while the enemy was pass
ing to the southward on the opposite side of the creek, the regiment
deflecting to the right, was moved upon the enemy s think. The route
was through thick brush, and the bottom of the Little Blue from 50

to 100 feet below the surface, with banks steep and rocky. Com
panies L and M, under command of Captain Austin, in line of skir

mishers, moved through the brush across the creek, and, undiscovered,
up to the very flank of the enemy, awaiting the support of the col

umn before attacking. The head of the column had reached the bot
tom of the Blue when ordered to retire.

On the 25th, after the battle of Mine Creek, when the brigade was
ordered to the front, the regiment occupying the center of the column
in the order of inarch, where the ground would permit by doubling up
the column, was ever at the front, and made one gallant charge upon
the enemy with sabers drawn, in column of squadrons. The enemy did

not wait to receive the charge and no damage was done to either party.
In the line of battle, upon the large prairie near Fort Scott, the regi
ment was upon the extreme left, and was moved in advance and to the

left of the line in order to strike the advance line of the enemy upon
the right nauk, and was on the point of charging the enemy when
ordered to connect with left of line, and when late in the day the whole
line was ordered forward the regiment moved rapidly forward in

advance of the entire brigade, occupying the position where the brigade
encamped for the night. The regiment followed, with the brigade, in

pursuit of the enemy to Xewtonia and Cassville, and returned thence
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to camp at Rolla, arriving- here November 15, being out torty-tliree
days, and marching from 1,000 to 1,200 miles, muck of the time on
short rations, and frequently with no forage.

Officers and men endured this long and arduous campaign without a

complaint, regretting most the great loss of horses and the material of
war.

Number ofmen in command at Jefferson City. 023. Number wounded
and sent to hospital. 2; number sent to hospital sick, 23; number sent
from Springfield to Rolla dismounted. 254; number returned mounted,
11)0; number dismounted on march, 154; total 023. Some of the men sent
from Springfield to Holla were, dismounted, and marched on foot from
thirty to forty miles into Springfield. Of the 154 men dismounted on
the march, a number of them have come in, others stopped at Kansas
City and Fort Scott, and I am advised many of them were furloughed
and went home to vote. Xumber of horses abandoned and lost on the
march. 227; number of horses turned over at Springfield and other-

points, 21G; number of horses on hand, unserviceable, 103: number
of horses on hand serviceable, 87. Most of the horses were lost and
made unserviceable on the march from Little Blue to Springfield, and
caused by hard marching and short forage. Xumber of sets horse equip
ments lost on the march, 223; number of carbines, &c., lost on the
march, 107; number of muskets, &e., lost on the march, KJ2; number
of sabers, &&amp;lt;.. lost on the march, 209. The horse equipments were lost

by the horses giving out on the march, and it was impossible for the
men to carry them. A part of the arms were 1 those of the sick and
wounded sent back to the hospital, and were lost on the route, by
reason insufficient transportation, and for these neither company com
manders nor the men should be held responsible, and a part of the
arms were abandoned by the dismounted men, and 1 have ordered the

company commanders to charge all such losses to the men, and have
the same stopped against their pay.

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,
JOHN L. BEVEKIDGKE,

Colonel Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.
Capt. C. (r. LAURANT,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 30.

Report of Detachment tiecoml Missouri Caralry*

HEADQUARTERS MERRILL S HORSE,
Camp near Holla, Mo., Kovember Hi, 18C&amp;gt;1.

SiR: In compliance with General Orders, No. 7, headquarters Second

Brigade, Rolla, Mo., November 15, 18C4, 1 have the honor to make the

following report of the operations of a detachment of the regiment of

Merrill s Horse during the last campaign in Missouri:
The detachment, consisting of about 225 veterans (just returned from

veteran furlough) and 300 recruits that had never been drilled mounted,
and but fifteen or twenty times dismounted, was ordered to be ready
to take the field at an hour s notice. Left Benton Barracks, Mo., on
the 28th of September, 18G4, with orders to picket the Meramec, near

Kirkwood, Mo. ; remained there until October 1. 18G4. The detachment
was then ordered to Franklin, on the Pacific Railroad, where it joined

* The original on file is without the signature of the writer. Capt. George M.
Houston appears to have beeii the commander of the detachment.
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Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith s command, and remained until October 7. Then
marched to within two miles of Union. Mo. October 8, marched twenty -

eight miles to Boeuf Creek. October
!&amp;gt;,

received orders from General
Smith to detail a squadron to report to him, and to march with the

balance of the command to Jefferson. City, Mo., as an escort to his

Excellency Governor Hall. Arrived at Jefferson City October 11, 1864,
and reported as per General Smith s order to Colonel Catkerwood, com
manding brigade. October 12, marched forty miles through California

to Pisgah, Mo. At this place (California) Lieut. D. O Crane, Company
C, Merrill s Horse, with 100 men of same regiment, was ordered by
Colonel Catherwood &quot; to march to La Mine Bridge, by forced march,
and guard and hold the bridge, if possible, uirtil further orders; move at

the greatest possible speed. Lieutenant O Crane, finding the bridge

burnt, returned to his command. October 13, marched twenty miles.

October 14, marched forty-live miles through Georgetown toward Lex

ington. October 15. marched fifteen miles. October 1(5, marched to

ward Dover and back again, eight miles. October 17, marched toward

Georgetown. October 18, in camp. October 19, General John McNeil
took command of the brigade, marched ten miles, and encamped. In

the evening of October 20 received orders to move on toward Lexing
ton, Mo., enter and hold the town, if possible. When the detachment
arrived within one mile and a half of town I ordered Lieutenant Meager,
Company A, Merrill s Horse, to proceed with his company to Lexington
and ascertain whether or not Price s forces had evacuated the town as

reported. Lieutenant Meager entered Lexington about i) p. m.
;
found

some 200 or ,300 of Price s stragglers in town; he captured two officers

(stragglers). In the darkness of the night Lieutenant Meager could not

distinguish friend from foe, so he quietly retired andjoined his command.
After waiting an hour for the support (Fifth Missouri State Militia)

promised by General McNeil, it failed to report, so the detachment
moved back toward the main command. October 21, marched twenty
miles toward Independence. October 22, marched thirty-five miles

and participated in the tight at Independence. October 24, marched
twenty-four miles. October 25. marched forty miles and participated
in two charges, capturing some 8 or 10 prisoners, and in which
some 5 or 6 of our men were wounded. October 2(5, marched thirty^&quot;

five miles. October 27, marched forty miles. October 28, marched
from Carthage to Newtonia, forty miles. October 20, marched from
Newtonia toward Springfield, twenty miles. October 30, marched

twenty-three miles to Turn Back Creek. October 31, marched to

Springfield, twenty miles. November 1 and 2, in camp at Springfield,

having horses shod. November 3, marched twenty-six miles toward

Cassville, Mo. Arrived at Cassville November 0, twenty-nine miles.

November 7, in camp all day. November 8, marched towrard Holla,

arriving at Holla, Mo., November 15, 1804.

Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph *A. Eppstein, Fifth Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HDQRS. FIFTH KEGT. MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAV.,
Camp Davies, Holla, Mo.. November 18, 1864.

GENERAL: In accordance with General Orders, No. 7, headquarters
Second Brigade, Holla, Mo.. November 15, 1804. I have the honor to
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make the following report of the operations aud participations of my
command during the late campaign in Missouri:

September 30 I received orders to proceed to Lake Springs, twelve
miles east of this place, with all available men of my command, as a

corps of observation. I picketed all the principal roads leading to

Holla from north to southwest; had a slight encounter on the following

night with a small party of Shelby s flankers, in which the enemy left

three dead on the ground ;
no casualties on our side. I was recalled from

this position with my command on the evening of the 3d of October,

1864, and reached Rolla at 3 a. in. on the 4th. from which place we
started at 10 a. m. the same day for Jefferson City. After our arrival

at Jefferson City I was assigned, with my command, the position of the

left wing of the Second Brigade, being the southwest corner of the line

of defense of said place, and commenced to repair immediately an old

fort found at that position: at the same time employed my men in

throwing up breast-works and rifle-pits. The enemy approached our
lines about noon on the 7th of October, and was kept at a respectable
distance by the shells thrown amongst them from Captain Sutter s bat

tery. I anticipated the concentration and the attack of the western

line, which was the one assigned for the defense of our brigade, and
therefore sent out two squadrons to reconnoiter the position and inten

tions of the enemy; found him about nve miles southwest from our

line, encamped on said night. Xot seeing any signs of approach on the

morning of the 8th, 1 sent out skirmishers to feel the enemy, who be
came slightly engaged with their rear guard, and found that their main
force had started west. L then received orders to report to Brigadier-
(Teneral Sanborn with my command, who was assigned to the cavalry

forces, to pursue, annoy, and delay the march of the enemy. Left Jef
ferson City on the 8th with a detachment of my regiment, 445 men in

aggregate. Met next morning with the rear of Price s army near

Stringtown, on the Versailles road, about fifteen miles southwest of

Jefferson City, from where we commenced to skirmish to California, in

Moniteau County, Mo., from which place they were driven by the forces

under General Sanborn.
Left California, on the 10th lor Boonville, Mo., by way of Tipton;

encamped at about eleven miles south of Boonville; reconuoitered ou
the llth near and around said town. Received orders on the evening
of the llth to proceed with my command to Boonville on the West
Tipton road, if possible. Started at 4 a. in. on the iLth: crossed Shoe
maker s Bridge about ~&amp;gt; a. in., where I encountered the rebel advance,
about 300 strong. Major Kaiser, whom J had placed in command of

my advance, consisting of Squadrons A and B, dismounted the same,

forming a skirmish line on each side of the road and drove them back
for about one mile, when they fell on their second position, which was

occupied by about 800 or ilOO men and very formidable, consisting of

barns, stables, and rail breast-works on a very commanding ridge.
Here 1 ordered Squadrons C and D to his assistance, but his line was
still too weak for the forces that he had to contend with. Squadron
A, on his right, came near being taken prisoner if it had not been
for the bold advance of his left wing and swinging around the rebel

right, which made them fall back and gfvc up their position. About
the same time 1 brought two mountain howitzers with about 200 men
reserve, which brought them out of the notion of regaining their

ground; we then drove them one mile farther to a third position, where
J found their forces to outnumber mine ten to one. with two pieces of

artillery. There 1 did not deem it prudent to advance farther unless
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ray rear would be covered by re-enforcements. I reported iny condition

to the brigade commander. Colonel Beveridge, who ordered me to with
draw my command and join the division, then on the march to Cali

fornia, Avhich was done in good order, whilst the enemy was throwing
shells at us. Casualties on this occasion in my command were 2

killed, 1 mortally wounded, and 3 slightly wounded. The enemy must
have been seriously damaged from appearances; the extent I am not
able to state. On hearing the next day that the enemy was making
for Lexington city, we followed him in that direction by way of George
town; reached Cook s Store October 15; we remained there till 5 p. in.

on the 16th, when I was ordered to make a reconnaissance to Browns
ville, Saline County, about twelve miles distant, with 400 men from my
regiment and 100 men of the Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, un
der command of Major Leonard. When 1 arrived within two miles of

said place, at 9 p. in.. 1 was informed by farmers that Price s army was
in camp near Brownsville. 1 had seen camp-fires five or six miles dis

tant. I proceeded to Brownsville, where 1 learned that Shelby s bri

gade, under command of Jeff. Thompson, had passed through Browns
ville about half an hour before my arrival; that he was encamped at

about nve miles west of Brownsville, with two pieces of artillery and
a large drove of stock, consisting of mules and cattle; that Price s

main force was about six miles east of Brownsville, encamped. Not

having any orders to proceed farther than Brownsville, I returned and

encamped at Cook s Store, where 1 reported the result of my recon
naissance.
On the ITtlrthe division marched back to Blackwater. where \ve

drew three days rations and started next day to Milibrd s Mill. Here
we joined with our old and esteemed brigade commander, General
McNeil. Left Milford s about 3 a. in. on the 18th. Arrived at Lexing
ton the same night at 12 o clock just as the rear of Shelby s brigade
cleared the town, with some of whom we exchanged a few shots, but
with what effect I could not ascertain, owing to the darkness of the

night; seven were taken prisoners. Left Lexington on the 21st at 12

a. in.
; camp at Sni Bottom; reached Big Blue about 10 a. m. 22d of Octo

ber, where we met the enemy s rear guard and commenced skirmishing.
The enemy fell back to within gun-range from town, where he took a
bold stand. The section of howitzers from my command, under the
command of Lieut. A. Hillerich, with Squadrons L and M as support,
were sent to the front to open fire on the enemy, which was done effect

ually. The balance of my command acted as skirmishers on foot for

about five miles and supported the charging column. Before them the

enemy dispersed in all directions, leaving their guns in our possession.
Casualties in my command: 1 killed, 1 severely wounded, since died.

From there 1 moved with Second Brigade southwest to intercept the

retreating foe. Commenced to skirmish with their thinkers early next

morning and engaged the main column about 10 a. m., seven miles

southeast of Westport; found them too strong for our brigade to over

come; were ordered to withdraw.
On the 24th of October Second Brigade received orders to join the

main column; was done and moved forward in pursuit of the enemy;
caught up with them at Marais des Cygnes some time after midnight,
where our advance opened fire on them at daybreak; we pursued them,
crossed the river, and engaged them in battle about ten miles from the
river. After the First Brigade s successful operations the Second Bri

gade was ordered to advance and take up the pursuit of the defeated

enemy at a gallop: caught up with him about 2 p. m., where they had
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taken position tit a very eminent point in a large corn-Held. Here my
command was ordered to dismount and charge the field while the bal
ance of the brigade charged mounted around the right wing. The
charge was promptly and boldly executed by the whole brigade, dis

persing the enemy in all directions, leaving a large number of dead and
wounded behind. About 4 p. m. we caught up with the enemy again
near Fort Scott, where he had made a stand, forming his whole force in

line of battle; our forces also formed as fast as they came up and were
steadily advancing on them, sending volleys from small-arms into their

ranks from our right and our left, making them shiver and fall back.

Owing to the over-exertion of our horses on this day we were unable
to execute any quick cavalry movement or charge, which enabled the

enemy to make his escape under the cover of the darkness of night
and the smoke of prairie tire. After giving our horses one night and
a half day s rest we renewed the pursuit of the retreating enemy in

the direction of Xewtouia, which place we reached the same day.
After General Blunt s last engagement with the enemy in Missouri .we
left Newtonia for Springfield about noon on the 2!)th. Arrived at the
latter place at 3 p. m., where I mustered my command, it being muster

day, and found it in a deplorable condition; scarcely one-tenth of the
horses were found serviceable owing to the forced inarches and irregular

supplies of forage and water. After turning over the unserviceable
horses and sending the foot. men back to Holla, I. left the cam]) ne;ir

Springfield on the morning of the 3d of November; 217 men aggre
gate. Keached Cassville on the evening of the (5th, where we remained

up to the 8th of November, when the brigade started back to Holla, Mo.,

by way of Ozark and Hartville. Whilst crossing the headwaters of the

Ltoubidoux, the advance of the brigade captured some bushwhackers,
who informed General McNeil that a certain rebel of the name of Kiiiu
was in the neighborhood and leading a band of bushwhackers, upon
which information the general directed me with my command to scout

through the country and clear it of such troublesome characters when
ever I came across them. Upon which direction I divided my com
mand in three detachments one detachment, under the command of

Major Kaiser, down Big Piney; one detachment, under command of

Captain Charveaux, to Kolla by way of Licking, and 1 came with the

third detachment by way of Spring Creek. Captain Charveaux and

myself did not meet with any bushwhackers, but Major Kaiser met
with a small band near MeCourtney s Mill and engaged them, wound
ing 2 of them and captured 3 of their horses.

The command reached Kolla on the 15th of November alter a tedious

and wearisome campaign of forty-eight days.
In conclusion I must here state that with a few exceptions the offi

cers and enlisted men under my command deserve credit for their noble

conduct during the late campaign.
This report may not be as accurate and complete as it might be if 1

had had the facilities of making notes and little more time to complete
it. In submitting it to your kind consideration I hope it will meet

your approval.
General, I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedi

ent servant,
JOS. A. EPPSTEIN,

Lieut. (7o/., Comdg. Fifth Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. JOHN MCNEIL,
District o Rolla.
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Report of Col. Edwin C. Gather tcood. Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY,
Rolla, Mo., December 2, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the following list* of killed,

wounded, and missing of the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry in the late

campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by General
Price, vi/ :

At the battle of Independence Officers wounded, 4; enlisted men
wounded, 7. At the battle of Osage River Unlisted men killed, 3; t

wounded, 11 :t missing, 1. In the battle of Glasgow Wounded, 1.

Full report of killed and wounded in this action not received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. C. CATHERWOOD,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. FRANK ENO,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 33.

Reports of Briff. Gen. John B. 8miborn, U. 8. Army, commanding District

of Southwest Missouri and Third Brigade. Cavalry Division.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Sprhu/Jield, Mo.. November 13, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, the part taken by my command in the recent

campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by Major -

General Price, while reporting to Major-General Pleasonton:
Under paragraph 5 of Special Orders, No. 1, dated headquarters IT. S.

forces, Jefferson City, Mo., October 8. 1864, I immediately proceeded
with all the available cavalry force of the command and one battery of

light artillery in the direction of the enemy. This command consisted
of the following regiments and detachments, viz: First, Third, Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Regiments Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Regiments Enrolled
Missouri Militia, Second Arkansas Cavalry, First Iowa Cavalry, Seven
teenth Illinois Cavalry, with Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artil

lery, to which was added one section of Battery L, Second Missouri

Light Artillery, the whole under command of Captain Thurber, of Bat
tery II, numbering in effective force pressed for duty about 4,100 men.
This force was at once organized into brigades as follows : First Brigade,
consisting of the First, Fourth, and Seventh Missouri State Militia Cav
alry and the First Iowa Cavalry, under command of Col. John F. Phil

ips, of the Seventh Missouri State Militia; Second Brigade, consisting
of the Third. Fifth, and Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry and the
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, with a battery of mountain howitzers,
under command of Colonel Beveridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cav-

* Nominal list omitted.
t Two of these belonged to the other regiments temporarily attached to Thirteenth

Missouri.
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airy; Third Brigade, consisting of detachments of the Sixth and Eighth
Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Enrolled
Missouri Militia, and the Second Arkansas Cavalry, under command of

Col. J. J. Gravely, of the Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. The
artillery (six guns), Captain Thurber commanding, was .attached to the
division generally to act under my orders. The First Brigade, Colonel

Philips commanding, already in motion, was ordered to continue its

march on the Jefferson City and Springfield road toward Versailles and
Warsaw, and the Second and Third Brigades were ordered forward

along the line of the railroad toward California and Tipton. Before I

left Jefferson City artillery tiring was heard in the direction ofthe Spring
field road, and soon after I received a dispatch from Colonel Philips

informing me that the enemy had made a stand at the crossing of the

Moreau, occupying a very strong position, and that artillery was needed
to enable him to carry this position without serious loss. The Second Ar
kansas Cavalry had already been sent to his support, and I immediately
ordered the rest of the Third Brigade, Colonel Gravely commanding,
with one section of Thurber s battery, to turn off from the California

road, and move forward to the support of Colonel Philips. The enemy
retired from the Moreau before the arrival of Colonel Gravely, with
some loss in killed and wounded, leaving about seventy horses aban
doned on the field. Xo loss was sustained by my command. The First
and Third Brigades and one section of artillery bivouacked on and near
the Moreau that night, and the Second Brigade, with three sections of

artillery, at Gray s Creek, about ten miles from Jefferson City, on the
California road.

At daylight on the Oth the entire force of the enemy moved forward

rapidly on the Springfield road toward Versailles from its place of

bivouac east of Russellville, the Third Brigade moving in pursuit. The
Second Brigade moved across by a neighborhood road from the Cali

fornia road to the Springfield road and advanced to the support of the
Third Brigade, already engaged with the enemy s rear guard. The
enemy resisted the advance of the column strongly with a heavy line

of dismounted skirmishers and strong reserves while passing through
the heavily timbered country east of Russellville. The entire Third

Brigade was immediately formed in line, with a line of dismounted
men as skirmishers in front, and the other brigades moved forward in

support. The enemy, on account of the timber and formation of the

ground, was able to resist the advance of our skirmishers to such an
extent that it was deemed proper to charge with a mounted force through
the enemy s line of skirmishers and attack his reserves. This was ac

complished by a detachment of the Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
under Lieut. R. B. Riggs, Company K, Sixth Missouri State Militia, and
the enemy retreated rapidly through Russellville, leaving several dead
on the field. My loss in this affair was Lieut. R. B. Riggs killed and

wounded. Lieutenant Higgs was a most .gallant officer, and fell

within five yards of the enemy s reserves, which he was charging so

vigorously. The Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, de

ployed as skirmishers, and the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, which were also engaged, behaved most gallantly. This
cleared the road to the open prairie, on which the enemy s columns
and trains were plainly visible within artillery range. When my ad
vance emerged from the woods artillery was immediately opened upon
the flying columns, which continued to move forward toward Versailles

until it had passed every road turning to the right toward California

but one, viz, the road at High Point. This movement of the enemy
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induced me to move by the shortest route and by a rapid march to

California for the purpose of striking his Hank if he should turn north
toward Boonville at High Point, and also for the purpose of moving
rapidly on his flank during the night toward Warsaw, with a view of

reaching that point before him, if he continued his march in that direc
tion. The First Brigade, with one section of artillery, led in this

march and the Second and Third Brigades followed, with another
section of artillery with the rear brigade. The head of the column
emerged from the timber upon the open prairie near California about
o p. m., and found a large force of the enemy in that town, a portion
engaged in tearing up the railroad and a large force in line of battle.

The enemy opened with one section of artillery upon my advance
immediately. The- First Brigade was at once formed in close column of

squadrons in rear of the crest of a ridge running east and west, about
half a mile south of the town, and dismounted and formed line in rear of
this crest, the right extending northeast of the California and Russell-
ville road, on which my command was marching, and the left extending
in a .southwesterly direction across this road toward the road leading
from California to High Point. The section of artillery with the First

Brigade, under Captain Thurber, went into position on the left of the
road about TOO yards from the enemy s gnus and opened a well-directed
lire. Three squadrons of the First Iowa Cavalry, mounted, were
ordered to our extreme left on the road leading from California to

High Point, as a party of observation. The Second and Third Brigades
were still in reserve with the exception of two regiments. The line

was ordered to advance and moved forward with the utmost alacrity.
The enemy soon ceased his lire and as the left of our line entered the
town he fled with great precipitancy, leaving live dead on the held.
Our loss was one man wounded in the First Brigade. It was now
dark. Shelby s division moved to and occupied Boonville during the

night. The main body of the enemy bivouacked on the Moniteau and
moved out on the Boonville road at daylight. My command started
at daylight also, and moved through Tipton, bivouacking for the night
within nine miles of Boonville, on the Tipton and Boonville road.

During the evening Fagan s division was reported moving into Boon
ville. Early in the morning of the llth the Sixth Provisional Regi
ment Enrolled Missouri .Militia was sent across to the Boonville, Pisgah,
and California road, with orders to Lieutenant-Colonel McMahan, com
manding, to advance up that road as far as possible. The balance of
the Third Brigade was ordered forward on the Tipton and Boonville
road. At the same time Colonel Eppstein. of the Fifth Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, was ordered to proceed west to the Boonville and
Georgetown road, and advance up that road, driving in the enemy s

pickets and ascertaining whether the enemy had moved west or not.

The Second Arkansas Cavalry, which had the advance of the Third

Brigade, on the Tipton road, encountered the enemy s pickets about
three miles south of Boonville, and drove them in in the most spirited
manner. The enemy deployed a line of skirmishers about two miles in

length. The Sixtli Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia came up on
the Pisgah road without opposition and joined the Second Arkansas
Cavalry, and the enemy s skirmish line, though repeatedly re-enforced,
was driven back to his main line. Lieutenant Gideon, Company H,
Sixth Provisional Enrolled .Missouri Militia, with one company ad
vanced into the outskirts of the town and entered, and for a short time

occupied two or three houses for protection to his men. The enemy
opened artillery upon these houses and the line

?
and his main line
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opened fire. I ordered the line to retire, the enemy advancing but a
short distance as it withdrew. The line was ordered to advance again,
and moved forward to within short musket-range of the enemy s main
line. A dispatch from Colonel Eppstein, on the Georgetown road, an
nounced that no portion of the rebel army had moved west, and I with
drew my lines to the south side of the Petit Saline. In the affair of
this day my loss was 1 man killed and wounded.. The enemy s loss
is known to have been 15 killed, and 28 so severely wounded that

they could not be moved, and a large number were wounded and
taken along with the army. Several officers, one a colonel, were re

ported among the rebel wounded. My command had been out of
rations for thirty-six hours, the men had become much exhausted, and
I could not learn of any train on the way to me. I determined to
move toward California in the morning, until I should meet a subsist
ence train, and return immediately upon procuring supplies. Four
days rations were procured and issued at California, and the command
moved back to its position in front of Boonville by 10 o clock on the

morning of the 13th of October. Colonel Catherwood s brigade of vet
eran troops, 1,500 strong, reported to me at California and held the ad
vance in this day s march. A reconnaissance made by a detachment of
the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, under Captain Turley, developed the fact
that the enemy had left Boonville on the morning of the 13th and
moved westerly, crossing the La Mine Kiver at Dug Ford and Scott s

Ford. My apprehension was that the enemy would move by rapid
marches to Lexington and into Kansas, and thereby prevent the organ
ization and concentration of the troops of that department on the border

against him, and at the same time place so great a distance between his

army and the infantry and cavalry of this department, then moving to
the front in support of my command, that it would be impossible for

them to join me if I should follow him, and thereby avoid a battle with
the large number of troops then being marshaled for that purpose or
with any command larger than my own. Hence all my movements
after the enemy left Boonville were made with the view of holding
the enemy in or near Saline County until the Kansas troops were

organized and on the border, and Winslow s brigade of cavalry and
General A. J. Smith s command of infantry and artillery should be
within striking distance. I therefore moved my command, with the

exception of a small force under Captain Turley, which was ordered to

follow the enemy s trail by Nebo Church, through Georgetown up the

Georgetown and Lexington road to Cook s Store, arriving at this point
at 3 p. m. on the 15th day of October, with the view of resisting the
advance of the enemy, and attacking his flanks if he should advance
immediately.
After the first day s march from Boonville the enemy moved slowly,

portions of his command halting a short time near Marshall, Arro\v

Rock, and Waverly. Detachments from my command recoimoitered the

position and movements of the enemy daily. On the 17th day of Octo
ber some movements were reported that indicated a design on the part
of the enemy to move southeast through Marshall, and his advance not

having appeared at Dover 1 moved south to the Blackwater to be in a

better position to strike the enemy if he should move in that direction.

Subsistence supplies had also been exhausted for two days, and it was
absolutely necessary to get a train from Sedalia. Immediately upon
my command moving south to the Hlackwater the enemy commenced
moving west rapidly. Subsistence was obtained and issued on the 19th

day of October, and on this day I received the first dispatch from Gen-
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era! Blunt, giving
1 the force and position of the troops from Kansas and

indicating- a state of readiness on the part of General Curtis and him-
self. On the same day I received information from your headquarters
of the arrival of AVinslow s brigade of cavalry and General [Smith s

corps at Sedalia, and your order reorganizing the cavalry and taking
immediate command. I sent a dispatch to Major-General Blunt immedi
ately upon receiving his dispatch informing him of the position of the

enemy and of all our forces and intended movements, and having on
this (lay, by order of the general commanding, moved the First Brigade
to Boonvillc and the Second Brigade to Kirkpatrick s Mill, I moved
with the Third Brigade to Cook s Store and flaked. At 3 p. m. I

received a dispatch from Major-General Blunt, then in Lexington, and
sent one immediately in return. I ordered Col. John K. Phelps, Second
Arkansas Cavalry, to move forward on the Dover road at midnight till

he should strike the main body of the enemy or reach the Missouri
IJiver. At 3 a. m. a dispatch from him announced that the rebel army
had been moving through Dover west during the afternoon and even
ing of the 19th, and that cannonading was heard late in the evening in

the direction of Lexington, adding that he would move forward and
attack the force remaining in Dover. Thisinformation was immediately
communicated to the general commanding, and the entire [force] at
once commenced advancing. I sent dispatches to General Blunt on the

evening of the 19th and again on the morning of the 20th. None of
these dispatches reached him, and I consider it the most unfortunate

thing of the campaign that he did not know our position and plans at
this time. A determined stand by the forces in the enemy s front at

Lexington, Little Blue, or Independence, which would have been made,
of course, if the commanding officers had been fully ad vised of our posi
tion and intended movements, would have brought all our forces, includ

ing the infantry, into action, and the entire destruction of the enemy
would seem to have been made certain.

On this day, General Pleasonton coming up in person, I assumed
command of iny brigade and moved forward in support of General
McNeil s brigade, which held the advance. On the following day, 21st,
I moved in the same order to Independence, where the leading brigade
became quite heavily engaged with the enemy. Pursuant to orders
from the general commanding I moved my brigade to the right of the
Second Brigade under a severe artillery h re, dismounted the men,
formed in two lines, and advanced rapidly on the left of the enemy s posi
tion. Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry, held the advance and
moved forward through gardens, yards, and streets so rapidly that he

captured a staff officer of General Cabell s and the general s sword, and
their whole line commenced giving way. A charge by the Thirteenth
Missouri Veteran Cavalry, simultaneously made, carried everything, and
the enemy was routed, losing his artillery and many prisoners. The
enemy reformed on the west bank of Stony Creek, and I moved by a
circuitous route on our .right with a view of turning this position. But
before I reached the desired position the gallant fighting of Winslow s

brigade had forced the enemy back, and lie was at this time, though
long after dark, fighting heavily and driving the enemy rapidly toward
the Big Blue. At o o clock on the following morning 1 moved forward
to the support of the First Brigade, holding the- advance. This bri

gade commenced advancing at 7 o clock and in a short time was hotly
engaged with the enemy at the Big Blue, advancing and driving the

enemy in the most gallant manner. Soon after my command reached
the front line the Second Arkansas Cavalry was dismounted und
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ordered to advance against the enemy s right. The regiment moved
forward and the enemy fell back, whereupon, pursuant to an order
froln the general commanding, I charged with the rest of my brigade
in line and drove the enemy back to the Harrisonville road, a distance
of some three miles. The lines were now reformed and soon the order
came to charge again. In this instance the order was given directly
to regimental commanders in two or three cases, and the points at

which the several regiments were to strike the enemy s line were not

designated. The result was that, although the troops charged with
the greatest gallantry and carried the enemy s position, the charge was
made so far to our rigflt that the enemy was allowed to escape with his

artillery on the Harrisonville road. My line immediately preceding
the charge had been a little confused by one of our own batteries open
ing upon it from the rear, and hence was not in as good a position as it

was a few moments before. As it was, the enemy burned a large num
ber of wagons and abandoned a large amount of artillery, ammunition,
and other property. The Second Arkansas ( avalry pursued the enemy
across the creek south, killing 8 of them in a skirmish at the creek. My
command moved forward this night to Little Santa Fe, and the follow

ing day, the 24th, it moved to the immediate vicinity of the Marais des

Cygnes, a distance of sixty miles, passing the commands of Generals
Curtis and Blunt, and taking the advance on the road twelve miles
south of this point, followed by the First, Second, and Fourth Bri

gades, all having been placed by General Pleasonton under my direc

tion for the night. My advance reached this point a little after mid
night and immediately commenced skirmishing with the enemy. The
road leading to the Trading Post, on the Marais des Cygnes, passes
through a gap between two high mounds about half a mile from the

river,, each from one-half to a mile in length. Col. J. .1. Gravely,
Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia with his own regiment and the
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. Maj. William Plumb command
ing, was ordered to advance until the position of the enemy should be

fully developed. The night was dark and it was raining heavily.
Colonel Gravely advanced gallantly with his command and the enemy
opened musketry fire from the gap. The line was deployed as skir

mishers and advanced toward the base of the mounds. The enemy
opened a line of fire from the foot, sides, and summits of the mounds
and the intervening gap, and in an instant the clamor and noise of

many voices indicated that we were near the position of the enemy.
My ignorance ofthe topography of the country, the impenetrable dark

ness and incessant rain, induced me to postpone a general attack until

4 o clock in the morning. Previous to this hour Lieutenant-Colonel

Benteen, commanding Fourth Brigade, had by my order sent one regi
ment of his brigade along a road leading west to a lord about three
miles above the Trading Post and the place where the enemy was camped,
and had sent forward the Fourth Iowa Cavalry to report to Colonel

Gravely and assist him in taking possession of the two mounds. Col
onel Gravely was ordered to advance and occupy the summits of the

two mounds and the intervening gap without delay, and Captains Thur-
ber and Montgomery were ordered to open fire with all their guns at

1(5 degrees elevation, bearing across the right end of the mound on our left

through the gap, the mounds and gap being now just visible through
the receding darkness. The Fourth Iowa Cavalry gained the mound
on our right without serious opposition, but Colonel Gravely met with

strong resistance in his advance toward the crest of the mound on our
left. The enemy s line extended the entire length of this niouiid, and
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as-our line advanced it opened a rapid but ill-directed fire. The line

formed by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, almost

crawling upon the ground by reason of the abrupt assent, moved
steadily forward until within a few yards of the enemy, when a loud
cheer from our line, followed by one or two sharp volleys of musketry,
proclaimed the position gained. Captains Thurber and Montgomery
had kept up a steady fire from their batteries during this advance, and,
as was afterward ascertained, many of their shell exploded in the enemy s

camp, creating the greatest excitement and confusion. General Pleas-
onton was now upon the ground and ordered me to advance my line to the
Marais des Cygnes and cross the river as soon as possible. This order
was immediately executed, and in a few moments my command occupied
the ground just abandoned by the enemy, who left one piece of artillery
and many wagons, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, cooking utensils, &c.
Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry, was directed to take the
advance and move forward as rapidly as possible. He soon reached
the river and found the enemy busily engaged felling trees across the
road on the opposite side. The Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri
Militia was at once dismounted and thrown across the river, about 400

yards above the ford, and ordered to advance as skirmishes down the
river till it should reach the ford. Colonel Phelps at the same time

advanced, under a heavy musketry fire, and the enemy was driven from
his position opposite the ford, where he had felled but two trees of
moderate size across the road. The Second Arkansas Cavalry con
tinued to advance, followed by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, which were already nearly exhausted from their labors

during the night. The other two regiments of my brigade were still

deployed as skirmishers. Upon reaching the open prairie, about half a
mile from the ford, the enemy displayed a long line of battle, supported
by one section of artillery. I ordered Colonel Phelps not to charge this

line until other troops came up, unless he was certain that he could break
it and capture the artillery, and proceeded to the ford to hurry up some
artillery and other troops. The enemy had already opened his artillery
and General Pleasonton was at the ford, throwing forward troops and
artillery as rapidly as possible. Colonel Phelps, with his regiment,
aided by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, dis

mounted, had already charged the enemy s position and had forced
them to yield. A section of artillery now came up and was immediately
placed in position on our left within good range of the enemy s guns
and opened fire rapidly. Colonel Phelps came forward with his entire

brigade upon the gallop, and advanced upon the enemy s left, and Col
onel Benteen brought his brigade upon the field with similar spirit,

although two of his regiments had been on duty nearly the entire night,
and advanced against the enemy s center. The Third Brigade bearing
strongly to the left at this time, the enemy gave way immediately, fol

lowed rapidly by Philips and Bcuteen s brigades, and fied with such

precipitancy that it seemed improbable that he would form again soon.

My brigade having been on duty all night and engaged all the morn
ing without anything for horses or men to eat, by permission of the

general commanding I fell to the rear to feed for a few moments.

Hardly were the horses unbridled when musketry firing was again
heard beyond a ridge to the front, which was soon followed by artil

lery.
&quot; To horse! &quot; was immediately sounded, and the brigade moved

off on a gallop to the scene of conflict. Before it could reach the spot,

however, the impetuosity and gallantry of the First and Fourth Bri

gades had broken the enemy s line, captured his artillery, and put him
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to complete rout. I moved forward rapidly and took the advance
again about three miles from the battle-field, and moved forward in

line at a walk until near the Little Osage, where the enemy had re
formed under cover of thick timber and brush, at which point I re

ceived an order from the general commanding to charge their position
and move through the timber to the open prairie beyond and there halt
and reform. The brigade charged the enemy concealed in the timber
in the most gallant manner; drove him across the Little. Osage and
through the timber, where we halted and reformed the line. Three
full lines of the enemy were visible within rifle-range, and the command
became so eager for the fray that it seemed impossible to restrain

them, and the entire brigade charged the enemy again, without any
orders, and drove him fully four miles, killing and wounding many,
capturing a number of prisoners, and compelling the enemy to burn a

large number of wagons and other property; nor would the brigade
have halted here, but the powers of nature both of men and horses had
failed, and not even the excitement of battle could keep them up longer.
The Second Brigade moved on in pursuit, and after an hour s rest my
command moved forward, but could not again reach the enemy that

day, and moved to Fort Scott for subsistence, and there rested for one
day. On the morning of the 27th I left Fort Scott with my command
and one section of Montgomery s battery, under Lieutenant Smiley,
with the hope of striking the enemy one more blow in the vicinity of
Newtonia or Neosho, as. it was probable that he would make a short

stay there to obtain supplies before entering the desert region of
Xorthern Arkansas. I marched sixty-two miles that day, keeping the

artillery and teams along, and reached Newtonia on the 28th about 4

p. in., having marched 104 miles with artillery and a train in thirty-six
hours. I found General Blunt heavily engaged with the enemy, his

line slowly receding, and the enemy s line extending much beyond his

on both flanks, advancing rapidly upon the right and left. General,Blunt
directed me to form upon his left, and if possible to turn the enemy s

right. The horses being exhausted and the fields intersected with
stone walls and other obstacles, I was induced to dismount my com
mand and the regiments were ordered to advance as fast as they
could dismount and form. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia

was the first to meet the advancing force of the enemy. This regiment
advanced most gallantly, and had fired two or three volleys in rapid
succession, when a.triumphant cheer from the line announced that the

enemy had turned and was falling back. All the regiments of the bri

gade behaved with equal promptness and vigor, and the enemy was
driven back some three miles, when darkness, the flight of the enemy,
and the exhaustion of our troops closed the battle and the pursuit.

During the night 1 received the orders of the general commanding to

proceed with my command to Springfield and assume command of my
district, and on the following morning I moved in compliance with said

order.

In a campaign of greater hardships and privations for its duration
than any in which I have ever taken part, the troops of my entire

command conducted themselves in the most uncomplaining, energetic,
and gallant manner. I neither saw nor heard of a single straggler
during the campaign, and the greatest effort required of me was to

restrain the advance from a general attack upon the enemy until the
rear was in supporting distance. The commanders of brigades. Colonel

Philips, of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia; Colonel Bev-

erklge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel Gravely, of
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the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, throughout the campaign,
while uiider my command, conducted themselves in the most energetic
and soldierly manner, and have earned the gratitude and confidence
of the country. My staff officers Capt. William T. Kittredge, assist
ant adjutant-general; Surg. H. H. Maynard, acting medical director;
Maj. A. B. Freeburn, Second Arkansas Cavalry; Capt. John G. Quinn,
Sixth Cavalry Missouri Sfate Militia; Capt. Charles W. Rubey, Sixth
Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia; Lieut. S. Lee Davis, Seventh
Minnesota Infantry, and Lieut. D. E. Murphy, Eighth Ctfvalry Mis
souri State Militia, my personal aides, and Lieut. George Graves! Sixth
Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, acting commissary of

subsistence, and Lieut. Samuel Turner, Sixth Provisional Regiment
Enrolled Missouri Militia, acting quartermaster conducted themselves

throughout the entire campaign in the most prompt, energetic, and gal
lant manner.

During the campaign my brigade captured 1 piece of artillery, 250
stand of small-arms, and 800 prisoners, including those captured in

the district. The casualties in my brigade during the entire campaign
were 1 officer killed and 5 officers wounded, and 9 enlisted men killed
and 70 enlisted men wounded, and 1 man missing, as will appear more
fully from the accompanying lists. Reports from subordinate com
manders are transmitted herewith.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. SANBORN,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Lieut. CLIFFORD THOMSON,

Acting Asxisttant Adjutant-General, Carolry .Division.

List of officers and men killed, wounded, and missint/ in the Third Brigade, Caralri/ Dirts-

ion, in the eampaiyn at/ainst the rebel army under General Price, in Missouri, during
the month of October, 1864.

RECAPITULATION.

Killed. Wounded.
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for Government use, and commencing
1 a rigid conscription, as commu

nicated in my telegraphic dispatches to department headquarters on
the 1,5th and 16th of that month.
On the day of September I was informed from department head

quarters that Price had crossed the Arkansas, and on the following
day my scouts brought in the same report, stating that his command
consisted of a large mounted force and some twenty pieces of artillery,
with a train of about 000 wagons.
On the 28d of September it was ascertained that the rebel army was

moving toward Batesville. I had already concentrated all the troops
that could be spared from the various outposts of this district, and at

once sent out a detachment of 100 men of the Sixtli Provisional En
rolled Missouri Militia, under Captain Sallee, to reeonnoiter. lie moved
to a point below the mouth of the North Fork of the White Kiver, and
returning on the 20th day of September reported the entire force of the

enemy moving rapidly up the Blackwater.
On the 27th day of September, pursuant to a telegraphic order from

the general commanding, dated September 20, 1804, I moved with all

hiy available cavalry force in the direction of Holla, leaving a sufficient

force at this place to make it reasonably secure. I arrived at Holla
with my command, consisting of about 1,500 cavalry, at 3 p. in. on the

2t)th, making the entire distance of 120 miles in fifty-eight hours.
On the evening of October 1 information was received that General

Ewing and his command were at Leasburg, hard pressed by the enemy.
On the following morning 1 moved my command to Saint .James. Soon
after my arrival there I received information from Colonel Beveridge,
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, who had been ordered to Leasburg

1

by
General McNeil, that he was within a few miles of that place, and had
met with no opposition. This seemed to indicate conclusively that the

enemy had moved forward on a line of march east of Leasburg, and I

abandoned the idea of moving any farther down the road.
At 1 a. in. on the 2d of October I received a verbal message from

General Ewing, through a Mr. Smith, of Cuba, stating that the enemy
was still near him in heavy force and that it would be imprudent for

him to move out with his small force. I immediately ordered Col.

John E. Phelps to proceed with his own regiment, the Second Arkansas
Cavalry, and the Seventh Provisional * Enrolled Missouri Militia to

Leasburg and to cover any movement that General Ewing might
desire to make. This order was executed promptly, but this force met
General Ewing s command at Knob View. The enemy was still re

ported in the immediate vicinity of the railroad. A train of cars had
been left at Leasburg, and early on the following morning I moved for

ward to Cuba, repaired the track, sent down to Leasburg and brought
the train out unharmed, and at the same time learned that the entire

force of the enemy had crossed the road near Sullivan and moved in a
northwest direction. I communicated my information and intentions

to General McNeil and received word that he would be at Vienna with
his command the next evening. I moved with my command at day
light the next day, October 4, joined McNeil at Vienna that evening,
and reached Jefferson City in thirty-six hours after leaving Cuba, a
distance of about eighty miles, crossing the ford on the Osage but a
few hours before the enemy.
At the Osage information came from by an orderly that the

enemy was already across the Osage at a point farther down and his

advance lighting at the Moreau. This induced me to move my com
mand from the Osage forward to the Moreau before reporting to Gen
eral Brown.
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About 4 p. in. on the following day, October G, the enemy commenced
skirmishing with my pickets on the Bolton Ferry road, but fell back
when stoutly resisted. At 7 o clock on the following

1

morning the

enemy made an attack on -this road in heavy force. The regiments
of my brigade, with the exception of the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, had been moved into town and assigned to their

positions as indicated by General Fisk, who had now assumed command.
Colonel Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia, was assigned to the
command of the two regiments left at and beyond the Moreau on this

road, with instructions to fall back slowly, fighting, before the enemy.
Colonel Gravely maneuvered his line handsomely, and punished the

enemy very severely beyond and at the Moreau, and from the Moreau
to the Fair Grounds, upon a road leading in upon our left, commanded
by General Brown. I therefore requested General Brown to relieve

the two regiments of my command, which had now been engaged over
lour hours, at a point about a quarter of a mile south of the Fair

Grounds, that I might move them to their positions in the line before
the engagement should become general. A regiment, or part of a

regiment, of infantry came forward to take the place of the cav

alry. This regiment seemed to be inexperienced and was badly
managed, and broke and tied upon the withdrawal of the cavalry,
both infantry and cavalry sustaining some loss in the movement.
The enemy, whose main column, not yet deployed, was now mov
ing in full view down the road, seemed to take great courage and
rushed on rapidly. The main column was now in easy range of

my artillery, and 1 immediately sent orders to Captain Sutler to open
lire with his guns (12-pounder Napoleons) upon it, and after a few
shots the enemy halted and then fell back behind the crest of a ridge.
His column was soon visible, moving past our center, about one mile
in our front, covered by a long line of battle. It was then supposed
that he was moving a portion of his force to our right, and making
preparations for a general attack all along our lines. The enemy made
no further attack during the day, and no demonstrations during the

night, and this induced the belief that he was retreating.
At sunrise on the following morning 1 directed Colonel Phelps, Sec

ond Arkansas Cavalry, to advance with one battalion of his command
and attack that portion of the enemy s line still visible in our front,
which order was obeyed with the greatest promptness. The enemy
skirmished pretty heavily at first, but upon a charge being made with
two squadrons mounted, he broke and tied, pursued for nearly two
miles by the charging force. In this affair the enemy lost 1 man killed

and the usual proportion of wounded. Our loss was 1 man wounded.
The results of this reconnaissance were immediately communicated
to the general commanding. Shortly afterward I received orders from

Major-General Pleasonton, who had now assumed command of all the
K. S. forces at Jefferson City, to pursue the enemy at once and as far

as practicable, with all the available cavalry. A portion of our cavalry
was already in pursuit, under orders from General Fisk, and the bal
ance of the force was immediately ordered to march. A full account
of my operations under this order is included in my report to Major-
General Pleasonton.*

,011 the day of November I received the telegraphic order of the

general commanding the department to take command of the troops
composing General McNeil s brigade and Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen s

brigade, and with this force and all the available cavalry force of the

* See p. 385.
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district to continue the pursuit of the enemy to or beyond the Arkan
sas, until he was fully within the grasp of the troops of General Steele.

Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen s brigade was already near Fayetteville
and was directed to co-operate with General Curtis, then in pursuit of
the enemy. All the cavalry of this district available for field service
were ordered to concentrate at Cassville. General McNeil s brigade
being in an unsuitable condition for the field, on account of the exhaus
tion of the horses and men in the pursuit of Price already made, was
directed to remain at Springfield until further orders. General McNeil
having raised the question of rank, and the orders of the general com
manding having been made known to him by me, acted upon his own
judgment.
On the morning of the day of November I directed Major Mel

ton, Second Arkansas Cavalry, to move with 400 men via Cane Hill to

Fort Smith^ communicate with General Tliayer, commanding at that

post, and ascertain if he needed any assistance, and ascertain also the
amount of ordnance and subsistence stores at Fayetteville and Fort
Smith. Major Melton reached Fort Smith on the morning of the 8th
without opposition. General Thayer communicated to me that every
thing was in a satisfactory condition and that Price had moved west
from Cane Hill. I also received information that Price crossed the
Arkansas with Shelby s and Marmaduke s divisions on the evening ot

the 7th instant, at Webber s Falls, and that Fagan with 0,000 men had
moved east. The country which the enemy had reached being desti

tute of all forage, and there being but small prospect of doing him any
damage by further pursuit, I directed that the same be abandoned, and
ordered the troops to their respective posts.

During my absence from the district the troops and militia in the
district were kept busily engaged attacking, dispersing, and driving
out bodies of the enemy attempting to pass through the district, the

(enemy sustaining serious loss.

On the 29th of October Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, Second Arkan
sas Cavalry, with a detachment of about 400 men, attacked a force of
about 800 rebels, in Barry County, and by a sudden dash broke the

enemy s line, killing 50 of his men, and capturing 37 men prisoners, 58

horses, 4 mules, some small-arms, and other property. On the same
day Lieutenant Colonel Brutsche attacked a body of rebels, killing a

large number and taking a large number of prisoners.
Fortifications were constructed about Springfield and other posts in

the district during the time the enemy was in the State.

The citizens and enrolled militia are entitled to great credit for their

zeal and labors in driving the common enemy from the State and pre
serving this section of the State from devastation and ruin. These
forces with the U. S. troops remaining in the district have captured
more than 800 prisoners, and otherwise greatly crippled the enemy.
For such faithful services, attended with results so important, the

troops, Federal and State, and the citizens generally, are entitled to

the gratitude of the country.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN B. SANBORN,
Brigadier- Genera /,

Comman ding.

Col. JOHN V. l)u Bois,

Chief of Staff.
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Report of Capt. William T. Kittrcdye, U, S. Army, Assistant Adjutant-
General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Sprinyjidd, J/o., November 4, 1864.

Captain Cassairt reports having a light with the rebels on the 1st

instant near Quincy, and with 600 men near Hermitage on the 2d instant.

The rebels were routed each time, losing 2 captains and 18 men killed,

and many wounded. Our loss, none. Papers found on the bodies show
that they belonged to Shelby s brigade, of Jeff. Thompson s division.

Captain Cassairt has fallen back to Bolivar for ammunition and will

come here, as he can get none there. He reports 1.000 rebels moving
dowrn by the way of Warsaw and Usage. This is reliable. A rebel

force is reported north of Bolivar yesterday. I can hear nothing from
Colonel Phelps or the other troops sent out. Small bodies are con

stantly passing south. One gang had a stage, supposed to be the Rolla

stage. Fifteen wagons were captured while foraging, belonging to the

post of Lebanon. We can hear nothing of the subsistence train. Can
not keep the wires up to Lebanon. 1 have sent Martin out east to learn

what he can.
WM. T. KITTREDGE,

Assistan t Adjutant- General.

Brigadier-General SANBORN,
Cassville.

Reports of Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union,).

HEADQUARTERS,
Fayetteville, Ark., October 28, 1864.

I have the honor to make the following official report of an engage
ment at this place, and request that you will forward the same to

headquarters Department of the Missouri, together with my report of

yesterday s skirmishing, which was sent you last evening:
Fayetteville was attacked this morning by a strong force, who posted

themselves at sunrise on the almost inaccessible bluffs of East Moun
tain, about 1,000 yards east of town, and opened a brisk fire on my
camp. I immediately ordered Capt. D. C. Hopkins, supported by Capt.
E. B. Harrison, to move up the mountain with a line of dismounted
skirmishers. When within about 200 yards of the top of the bluff they
engaged the enemy, whom, as soon as their exact position was ascer

tained, I commenced shelling with a 12-poimder mountain howitzer,

causing them to move their position several times. At the same time

Captain Hopkins and Captain Harrison led their men, less than 100

strong, up the mountain in the face of a galling lire from 700 rebels,

charging the topmost bluff three times, and the third time driving the

enemy from their position. We found 12 rebels dead; among them 1

captain and 2 lieutenants, all of whom are now being buried by my men,
who hold the top of the mountain top. We lost in the charge only 3

men seriously and 4 slightly wounded, none killed. East Mountain

occupies the same relative position to Fayetteville, I am told, that
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Lookout does to Chattanooga, and too much honor cannot be given to

the gallant men who carried its crest to-day, among whom I should riot

neglect to mention Capt. G. R. King, Lieutenant Vaughan, and Lieu
tenant Munday. About 9 a. m. I saw a thick cloud of dust rising in

the southwest, and soon another rebel column was displayed on that
side of the place and commenced a vigorous attack, but a few well-

directed shells caused them to fall back. The tiring ceased about 12.30

p. in., and the enemy retired. I am informed that a portion of Gano s

command is to attack me in the morning with four pieces of artillery.
It is also reported that a part of Magruder s infantry is crossing the
Arkansas River. Should I find these reports to be true I will inform

you at once. This position is a favorable one; has no wealth to tempt
the enemy. Merchandise, subsistence, and quartermaster s stores

mostly expended, and as they could not expect to hold it long, would
not pay a great sacrifice in taking it With a re-enforcement of 1,50(&amp;gt;

men and a battery we could hold out against Price s whole army. I shall

rely on you for daily information of movements north of me.
M. LA RUE HARRISON,

Colonel Firat Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.

SATURDAY, October 20 11 a. m.

All is quiet here. No messengers have arrived from Fort Smith for

more than a week. Several are known to be captured. Rebels are

watching all roads. Dispatches were received here from Cassville yes
terday morning. Messengers due this morning not arrived. Rumors
from rebel sources still threaten us with a strong column from the south
with artillery. My scouts are out endeavoring to obtain reliable in for

mation.
M. LA RUE HARRISON.

Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Colonel BRUTSCHE,

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of S. W. Mo., Xprinyjield, Mo.

HEADQUARTERS IT. S. FORCES,
Fayetteville, Ark., November 13, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Commanding Army of the Border:

GENERAL: Herewith I transmit to you my official report, in obedi
ence to your orders. I have taken the liberty to extend it back to

include the whole of the present campaign, believing that thereby f

would be able to make it more satisfactory. Allow me to express my
gratitude to you for your personal kindness to me from my first ac

quaintance with you up to the present time, as well as for the honor of

commanding the advance of your army on the late march.
I remain, general, your most obedient servant,

M. LA RUE HARRISON,
Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS TROOPS,
In the Field, Camp tiallisaic, November 10, 1864.

GENERAL: In obedience to your orders of the 8th instant, I have the
honor to make the following report of the movements of my command
as connected with the present campaign :

Shortly after the return of General Steele s Camden expedition Maj.
Buck Brown returned to Northwestern Arkansas with a band of 180
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marauders, which has since increased to about 500, and Colonel Brooks
with 300, since increased to nearly 1,200 men. Brooks was appointed
by Magruder to take charge of this district and to organize all the

predatory bauds into a cavalry brigade, to be commanded by himself.
These bands during the summer have given Union citizens great an

noyance, constantly plundering and driving them from their homes,
until the rebel rule in the surrounding country has been for a time
almost complete. Until lately they have been unable to effect any
thing against the troops here more than to annoy small foraging par
ties, mail-carriers, and telegraph repairers. The duties devolving upon
my command (eleven companies of cavalry), which was the only one in

a country 110 miles broad and 250 miles long, have been so arduous
that with from 100 to 300 horses (the greatest number at any one time
on hand during the summer and autumn) it has been impossible to

carry mails to Cassville and Van Bureu, titty-five miles each way, to

keep the telegraph in repair, forage for the post, escort supply trains,
and at the same time do the amount of scouting necessary to keep the

country rid of the roving bands of the enemy. Since the commence
ment of Price s raid these desperadoes had become more bold and seri

ously threatened for some time the post of Fayetteville and the Gov
ernment supply trains. On the 20th of October, while I was passing
with a train through Benton County from Cassville, Mo., with an escort
of 170 men, 1 met and attacked 000 men under Buck Brown, who was
awaiting my approach. The engagement lasted for over two hours,
when the rebels were routed in confusion, with a loss of several killed
and wounded. Before my arrival I learned that Brooks, with 800 men,
was lying in ambush at Fitzgerald Mountain, and at midnight passed
around his camp, leaving it five miles on my left, and arrived in safety
with my train at 1 p. in. on the 25th. Brooks then invested the town
of Fayetteville with his forces, expecting thereby to starve the garrison
into submission, but in this he was deceived. By reducing my issues
to seven ounces of bread per day I found that my stores would hold
out for twenty days, and felt assured that ere that was exhausted
assistance would come. My only trouble was forage. It was impossi
ble to send out my train without the most imminent danger of its cap
ture. I therefore procured gunny-sacks for each teamster and mounted
man, and watching the safest opportunities sent out my men as often
as possible under an experienced officer.

On the 27th Capt. I). C. Hopkins, commanding forage detachment,
after procuring his supplies, was attacked by 500 men under Brown and
fought his way into camp for five miles, occupying four hours in falling
back, which he did in good order, without loss, though narrowly escap
ing, being attacked in his rear by &amp;lt;SOO men under Brooks, who had gone
to Brown s assistance. At sunrise October 28 Brooks occupied Fast
Mountain and, commenced an attack on my outworks. I immediately
detached Capt. D. C. Hopkins and Capt. F. B. Harrison, First Arkansas
Cavalry, with a dismounted force, who charged up the side of the moun
tain in face of a deadly fire from the enemy, and at the third attempt
drove him from the summit, capturing his dead and wounded, together
with quite an amount of forage and some small-arms. At 10 a. m.
Brown attacked the west side of the works, but was repulsed with loss
in about two hours; the whole engagement lasted from sunrise until

noon, when the enemy retreated. Brooks loss on the east was, by admis
sion of the enemy, 12 killed and about 25 wounded, several mortally.
Brown s loss on the west 11 killed and wounded. My own 2 mortally,
1 severely, and 4 slightly wounded. The enemy still hovered about,
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cutting ott iny communications and supplies, evidently with the hope of

obtaining assistance from Price on his return, and it came at last.

Early on the morning of the 3d of November a scout came into the

garrison with the report that 8,000 rebels, with two pieces of artillery,
nnder command of Major-General Fagan, were inarching upon the town
from Cane Hill. I found this report to be very nearly correct. Price
detached Fagan with 5.200 men and two pieces of artillery, which force

was joined on the march by 1,500 men under Brooks and Brown. They
attacked my pickets and commenced bombarding the town with all

their boasted chivalry, not giving me the least time to remove families

(mostly their own at that) nor demanding a surrender. The bombard
ment was kept up with one 6-pounder rifled gun and one 12-poundev
field howitzer until nearly sunset. Three times the order was given to

charge the works, but each time the men on coming within range of

my rifles shrank from the assault and fled to a safe position. At sun
set the retreat of the enemy commenced and was continued during the
whole night by divers routes, the majority, with the artillery, returning
to Cane Hill; at sunrise on the 4th instant only about 600 remained to

cover the retreat. By the admissions of the enemy and reports from

prisoners their loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners was about 100 (over
75 being killed and wounded). My loss was i) wounded 1 mortally,
8 slightly. The strength of my command during the engagement was
958 volunteers and 170 militia; total, 1,128. On the arrival of the

Army of the Border I was ordered with my command to join in the

pursuit of Price, and at 11 a. m. November 5 moved out in advance of

the column, wjiich post of honor I was permitted through the favor ot

the commanding general to hold until the close of the campaign (four

days), when I watered the horses of my command in the Arkansas Eiver
and returned to this place, arriving on the 12th.

During the siege, which lasted from October 20 to November 4, ten

days, the troops, both volunteers and militia, labored faithfully by day
and several nights by torchlight upon the fortifications under command
of Capt. H. C. C. Botchfuhr, First Arkansas Cavalry, to whose calmness
and faithfulness as well as bravery much of our success is due. By all

the officers and men of my command much credit is deserved for their

zeal in carrying out my orders and their hearty co-operation.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. LA HUE HARBISON,
Colonel .First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. S. E. CURTIS,
Commanding A nut/ of the Border.

No. 30.

Report of Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Carairy (Union}.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
Sprint/field, Mo., November , 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders
from your headquarters of date September 26, 1864, six companies (B,

1), F, H, K, and M) of this regiment, and under my immediate command,
moved from Springfield, Mo., on the day following at 5 a. m., and march

ing on the road to Eolla arrived at that place at 3 p. in., having
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bivouacked both at Lebanon and Waynesville, two posts on the road.
From Holla, together with the other regiments of the brigade, my com
mand reached Saint James on the 30th of September, and was joined
thereby Squadron L on the 1st of October. On the 2d of the month,
in connection with the Seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia, joined pur
posely to the Second Arkansas Cavalry, the regiment was marched to

Knob View, with orders, if necessary, to go to Harrison and meet General
Ewing s forces, then pursued by the rebel cavalry, and to assist General

Ewing, who was met at Knob View. It was there agreed to leave with
him the Seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia, while the Second Arkansas
would extend a reconnaissance to the south and east, and both inarch
to Saint James the same day. In the reconnaissance* the regiment
visited Massey s Iron-Works, at the headwaters of the Meramee. They
had been visited by a band of rebel prowlers, of whom none were to be
seen. The regiment arrived at Saint James almost simultaneously with
General Ewing s troops. Marching to Cuba the next day (3d of Octo
ber) the column moved on the 4th in a northerly direction and reached

Vienna, a village on the road to Jefferson City, which was made the next

day, the regiment halting three miles from the town, with the horses
saddled all night. The rebels were then reported to advance and to at

tempt a crossing of Osage River. On the morning of the Cth, while

regiments of other brigades were actively engaged in skirmishing with
the enemy and disputing the crossing of the Osage, the Second Arkan
sas remained in line, and while in the afternoon the Sixth and Eighth
Missouri State Militia were annoying and detaining the enemy between
Osage aLd Moreau Creek the regiment was kept underarms. All the
efforts ofthe Sixth and Eighth Missouri State Militia, however, could not
succeed in inflicting a repulse on the invading forces, and these kept
advancing. The regiment was then called in, and at 4 a. m. October 7

inarched into Jefferson City, and on the west of town took position, oc

cupying ground between the Sixth Provisional on the left and a section
of 12-pounder howitzers (Battery B, Second Missouri Artillery) on the

right. Soon after the skirmishing regiments were driven in and the
rebel army poured its columns of cavalry around from the east to the
west of town. They were passing in full view. The 12 pounder howit
zers were tried without effect; shells even with 5-second fuses failed to

reach the rebel column. Meantime mounted skirmishers were constantly
kept in front of the regiment toward the enemy. At night the skir

mish line was dismounted, and on the line of the regiment rifle-pits dug
or erected, in some places well contrived and quite powerful.
Early in the morning of the 8th three squadrons of the regiment were

thrown forward, mounted, to try the enemy s position, and find out their

intentions if possible. The line of dismounted skirmishers advanced at

the same time, supported by those three squadrons (1), D, and M), under
their respective commanders. The place is a little ridge, flanked on
each side from east to west by a deep ravine, and terminates to a pla
teau on the west; toward the east it is covered with dense woods and
timber, on the west by thick brush. Squadron B dismounts and moves
forward on the enemy, then showing themselves and in force in front.

The dismounted men are sent to the left to make an impression on the

enemy s flank D Squadron had been ordered to the right in the ravine;
M Squadron was kept as reserve. Squadron B moves up gallantly
to the work, and the dismounted skirmishers showing themselves on
the left, and I) Squadron the right, the enemy wavering, M Squadron
coming up to the charge put them to flight, the two mounted squadrons
(M and 1)) keeping up the pursuit. Such was the rapidity of the inove-

20 II R VOL XLI, FT I
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nient tliat wounded and dead were left
l&amp;gt;y

the enemy on the field.

After the pursuit reconnaissance was extended to a mill four miles

from town: the enemy was not to be seen; the command returned then
to Jefferson City, but to receive orders to move forthwith on the Seda-

lia, or Boonville, road, where Philips brigade, sent forward, had already
caught up with Price s rear and engaged in a skirmish at the crossing of

Moreau Creek. At 6 a. in. the next day the regiment, placed under the
same command, with the Ninth Missouri State Militia, joined the Sec
ond Brigade, then in front, where a lively skirmishing was taking place.
The rebels retreating, our forces advancing, the command crossed
Moreau. Xear Russellville the skirmishing became so spirited that

artillery was twice brought to the front to disperse the rebel lines.

The same evening California, on the railroad, was occupied after an

artillery duel between the contending forces. Leaving California on
the 10th and passing through Tipton the same day, the Second
Arkansas was before Boonville on the llth; together wTith the Sixth
Enrolled Missouri Militia they encountered the enemy s skirmishers
three miles from the city. Deploying immediately as skirmishers, the
two regiments drove the enemy to their line. Three squadrons of the
Second Arkansas on the right, B, II, and L, mounted, the Sixth Enrolled
Missouri Militia on the left, dismounted, with the remaining four squad
rons of the Second Arkansas mounted for support, made such vigorous
demonstration that the enemy brought their artillery to bear. The,

Sixth and Eighth Missouri State Militia in the meantime and the other
Provisional regiment had taken position, but it was deemed advisable to

withdraw, and the regiment retired the distance of half a mile, await

ing what movement the withdrawal would cause the enemy to make
and to venture. Xo demonstration being made, at 5 p. m., under orders
from your headquarters to advance the skirmish line and try the enemy
again, three squadrons, B, F, and D, of the Second Arkansas Cavalry
were marched again for that purpose, and engaging the enemy at once,
drove their skirmishers again under protection of their line of battle,
and their artillery was again brought into play. The squadrons retired

upon the regiment and all went to bivouac beyond Saline Creek, to take
the road to California the next day after rations. Then from California
on the Boonville and Georgetown road by Palestine, then through
Georgetown on the road to Lexington, to Cook s Store by Dnnksburg
12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th of October.
From Cook s Store, on the 10th, 200 men of the regiment, to whom

had been added 100 of the Sixth Enrolled Missouri Militia, were
ordered on a reconnaissance to Dunksburg, eight miles. Sedalia had
been occupied by Thompson and a force of rebels variously reported at

from o,000 to 5,000, and it was suspected or anticipated that they might
maneuver against our forces at Cook s Store. The reconnaissance w;is

made parties sent out from Dunksburg for information. 2so traces of
the enemy were to be found. From Sedalia Thompson had returned di

rectly toward the Missouri River. The bivouac, however, was changed
to a wood two miles beyond Dunksburg the next day, whence the two
squadrons, D and L, were sent as part of a reconnaissance in the
direction of Brownsville almost due north, the bivouac being changed
again to Cook s Store October 1!); from this place, at midnight, the

regiment, re-enforced by two companies of the Sixth Missouri State Mi
litia, under Major Plumb, throws itself by a rapid march upon the

enemy s position, then in possession of Lexington and occupying Dover
and to the east of it. At or shortly after sunrise October 20 the regi
ment is marched to the entrance of Dover, and Squadrons L and K
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charge through town. M Squadron is sent to the support of K, charg
ing in the west of town, sweeping rebels before them. In this expedi
tion and charge 3 men were killed or wounded of the rebels, and 13
taken prisoners, among them four commissioned officers. Though
within two miles and a half of Shelby s brigade on the left, and a strong
force on the right, the regiment withdrew unmolested. The enemy,
supposing from the audacity of the attack that it had been made by a

strong force, busied themselves in closing up their scattered columns

thought nothing of pursuit, but hastened to evacuate Lexington
instead. October 21, meanwhile, the brigade had approached Lexing
ton. The regiment followed on and took position in camp the same
night, with the others of the brigade. In approaching the city, in the

fields, and in the lanes, were visible the marks of a recent engagement,
but leaving the city to the right, the column was winding in the after

noon toward Independence. The 22d opened by skirmishing at some
distance from the town, but the enemy losing ground constantly the
outskirts of the city were soon reached. On the left about the entrance
and a little further into town there was a very spirited fire of musketry;
the enemy even was not sparing of artillery. The regiment was then
ordered to dismount. Ft did so, and across streets, ditches, inclosures,
and lanes moved on at a rapid step. A party of rebels attempted
to form to the right and front; they were scattered in a moment,
and the regiment marched on until fatigued and exhausted by the
march. They were halted in line in an inclosure the other side of
the town, abreast, if not ahead, of any other troops. It was at this

juncture that the cavalry charge was given and the rebel guns were

captured by Catherwood s veterans. The Second Arkansas Cavalry
and one company of the Sixth Missouri State Militia were on the field

on the right and fully up with the guns in advance of any other com
mand, ready to envelop the position of the rebel artillery, which had
no alternative but to give way to a charge of cavalry, or be taken by
the maneuver of this dismounted regiment. Here was found Cabell s

naked sword, and one of his staff taken prisoner.
Next day Little Blue was crossed. The crossing had been disputed

by Price s rear, but finally carried by our advance. The regiment was
soon placed in position, dismounted on the hill beyond, with orders to

clear the left of the road. Deploying in line and advancing steadily
and rapidly they were brought to a halt some two miles beyond their

horses, who had not yet and were not for some time after brought up.
At this time the advance line withdrew some distance from suspicion
of a movement of the enemy on the right. The apprehension, however,
did not appear founded, and all the cavalry being brought up in posi
tion, a charge of the whole line took place upon the rear of the rebel

army. The Second Arkansas Cavalry, the last brought up, and
detained by fences, ditches, and works of masonry, arrived in time yet
to give the last blow. The enemy, protected by stone structures (fences),
had formed a double line in order to conceal and protect the maneuvers
of their artillery. Here also they had burnt wagons. As soon as their

artillery was planted anew, the Second Arkansas at the same time

advancing in column of attack, they withdrew toward their artillery
for mutual protection. In three divisions of regiments the enemy
stood in the brushwood on both sides of the piece enfilading the road,
the other division on open ground in advance and to the right of the

artillery. On went the regiment with serried squadrons. The artillery
of the enemy, well served and well aimed, planted the shells in the
column with an unerring accuracy, but the column did not waver, and
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seeing it closing on them every step, the rebels fled before the regi

ment, taking their artillery away. Two ditehes or gullies impassable
to cavalry saved it by retarding the progress of the regiment and turn

ing the column, but the rebels were severely punished nevertheless.
The road beyond, strewn with dead, ammunition, wagons, and horses,
testified it amply. The regiment continued the pursuit and kept annoy
ing the rear until the whole column of the rebel army on that road had
crossed the stream in the valley and cleared the top of the hill two
miles beyond the extreme limits of the battle-field. The same evening
found the regiment in bivouac beyond Little Santa Fe, a village half
in Missouri, half in Kansas, and the next evening sawitAvithin twenty-
five miles of Fort Scott, sixty-five miles from Santa Fe, in an advanced

position to the support of artillery brought up to the front, ready for

an early engagement next morning. The artillery opened at daybreak.
At once the Second Arkansas was deployed as skirmishers across a

piece of prairie into the timber and brushwood of the Marais des

Cygnes, the Second Colorado Cavalry being on the right. Those woods
having been visited and cleared the regiment was withdrawn, and in

rear of the Second Colorado, to their right, marched in column to the

ford of the stream, interrupted by an abatis on the other or opposite
bank. The ford was occupied, a few shots only being fired, and the

squadrons crossed over and forward. In advancing, a small piece of

ordnance was discovered on the right, abandoned by the enemy. (It
has since been appropriated as a trophy by another command, though
bestowed upon the Second Arkansas by order of General Rosecrans.)

Directly after, the advance reported the enemy in front formed in line

of battle. The regiment, at most 1200 strong, moved up and formed

immediately; the Second Colorado having crossed the creek shortly
afterward came up also and formed on the left and to the rear of the

Second Arkansas, who galloped immediately to the charge. The line

of skirmishers of the enemy were sent flying to their line of battle,

when the artillery, opening upon the Second Arkansas witli fury, checked
their advance and compelled them to reform their line, which they did

under fire, while the Second Colorado, unmoved and behind cover,
never pretended to offer a support, which might have won for that

regiment glorious results, and which the skirmishers of Gravely, though
dismounted, attempted to give, but it was too late. Two hundred men
alone could not do what an hour afterward, at the crossing of the Osage,
three brigades succeeded in accomplishing, and these won laurels and
elicited praise for their gallantry. They earned it nobly.
The Third Brigade, after that first charge, had been halted and

ordered to rest. In the meantime heavy cannonading and musketry
was going on in front at the ford of the Osage. It was the climax of

the battle, and at its sound the Third Brigade, with men and horses

half starved, jaded, and exhausted, was moved at a gallop to the front.

They saw as they passed the enemy s artillery captured, they saw the

prisoners, they saw Marmaduke and Cabell (two renowned rebel chiefs)
in our hands; it was enough; the Third Brigade was ready for battle.

Across a prairie and over a ridge they trot, they run, and form in an
immense valley at the foot of the ridge, with other brigades in order of

echelon. The Third Brigade occupied the center of the front line, and
of this line the Second Arkansas formed the right center. Forward
and along the valley sweeps the long line, then in double column across

a stream to another prairie on the right, then again in line as before

and to the charge. Down the prairie to the edge of the woods, and

partly across a fenced field, the first line gallops, then as skirmishers
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through the dense brush, the ravines, and undergrowth to the creek

&quot;beyond. In this movement the two squadrons, H and L, of the Second
Arkansas Cavalry-were separated from the command, but soon again
brought up in line on the other side of the creek. A passage had been

effected, and the line formed again under cover, or rather in the face
ofa steep perpendicularbank entirelycommanding the valley below. The
Second Arkansas, once formed, moved up the embankment in good
style, and gaining the plateau above, marched boldly to the work.
Forward resounds on all sides, and now the enemy, seeing the line ad
vance to the charge, dare not wait ; they fly. Tn a vale at some three-
fourths of a mile beyond, however, and under cover of a projection of
woods into the prairie, they stand, emboldened by the conduct, almost

inexplicable, of some of the troops, both on the right and left, but more
so on the left, among whom was a command with sabers drawn. Vainly
were those troops encouraged to move forward; Lieutenant-ColonelMc-
Mahan, of the Sixth Provisional, made fruitless efforts to move them;
in vain was Major Eush, of the Seventh [Sixth?] Provisional, sent to

move them by order of General Pleasonton; they failed to come up.
The center, however, renewed the charge, the Second Arkansas lead

ing, and the enemy broke in dismay, the pursuers giving them no time
to form any line. After the charge might have been seen the effect of

protracted marches and exhausted men and horses. Of the leading
regiment, hardly more than fifty men arrived together at the top of
the ridge, where they were last halted to form again. The rest, as
well as other regiments, were scattered pell-mell over two miles of

ground, without order, without commanders, without any point to rally

upon but the small squad that had stood the work so well. On the
other side the enemy had formed anew. In front was a strong line; to
the left front numerous rallying squads and skirmishers; but the other

brigades had arrived also, and being thrown forward, they dislodged
the enemy from their position without any trouble. The Third Brigade
moved as fast as they could behind them, and at last, passing in the
rear of our lines, beyond which the rebel line could plainly be seen, left

the field at o.lo p. m. October 25, on tha way toward Fort Scott, six or
seven miles distant. Blunt s division was then arriving on the field,
its column not quite abreast of the Second Arkansas. The regiment
rested and recruited at Fort Scott, and with others of the brigade left

on the 27th, passing through Lamar, and on the road McNeil s brigade,
near the trail leading to the Osage Agency. A bivouac was at last

reached on Buck Creek, five miles from Johnson s Mills, on Spring
Rivet
The next day, following the Neosho road and passing through Granby,

the brigade arrived at Xewtonia, unexpected but most welcome. Blunt-

had there engaged the enemy, and was being signally defeated; his

forces badly cut up and without ammunition were giving way, while
the enemy, pouring in re-enforcements, were determined to pursue their

advantage and -reap it as [fast as) possible. But the arrival of the
Third Brigade changed the aspect of affairs. In a moment the regi
ments were dismounted and thrown in line toward the most threatened

point. Steadily they kept advancing; at their approach the enemy s

artillery was withdrawn, and soon after their cavalry, heedless of the

bugle that called to the charge, filed off by platoons, and left the histori

cal field of Newtonia in Federal hands. The brigade remained in line

until 9 ]). m., amid the darkness. Thus in thirty-six hours they marched
104 miles and by their unexpected appearance turned a defeat into a

victory.
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On the 29th the Third Brigade moved again from Newtonia. This
time it was toward their camps and homes; they reached Springfield
on the 31st of October, loaded with the palms of victory. It repays
them amply for the hardships and privations of a thirty-five days
campaign, and the labors of a march as performed by the Second Arkan
sas Cavalry of upward of 950 miles. As commander of this regiment,
I have tried in this report while mentioning the regiment to be fair

toward all commands with which the regimentmay have been associated
or placed in contact during the campaign. My report I believe will

prove correct. I will not close, however, without paying to the soldiers
of the regiment at large the tribute due to their prowess and to their
valor displayed on every occasion, and to the officers under my com
mand the highest praise for their alacrity and readiness to obey and
execute my orders, for their noble emulation and their unsurpassed
gallantry on many a battle-field. Where all are worthy and deserving
impartiality forbids to mention any name; but they will all join me in

mentioning with pride and gratitude the medical officer of the regiment,
Assistant Surgeon Turner, for his innumerable services on the field,

his indefatigable energy in caring for the wounded of this and other

regiments. There is a heroism of devotion, as well as a heroism of

bravery. Both deserve equal honor, equal credit. It is only just that
it should be equally bestowed.
The following table* will exhibit the total loss of my regiment during

the-series of engagements above reported; and when it is compared to

the danger incurred and the loss inflicted upon the enemy, I have
reason to be thankful that it has been so trifling.

JOHX E. PHELPS,
Colonel Second Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding Regiment.

[General JOHN B. SANBORN.]

Report of Lieut. Col. ITnijh Cameron, Second Arkansas Carairy ( Union).

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT,
In ttie Field, Mount Vernon, Mo., October 31, 18(&amp;gt;4.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 29th of October,

1804, with a detachment of about 400 men, principally of the Second
Arkansas Cavalry, I pursued a body of rebels, supposed to be 800

strong, imder command of Colonel Hodge, from Buck Prairie, Lawrence

County, and encountered them at the Upshaw farm near Camp Bliss,

Barry County. Routed and dispersed them; killed 50, took 37 prison

ers, 58 horses, 4 mules, a large number of saddles, and several stand
of arms. Three wounded only were found; the remainder escaped on
their horses or concealed themselves in the brush. The prisoners re

port that there were ten captains with Colonel Hodge, viz, Captains
Thomas Todd and John Merrick, Captains Sitton, Kimball, Shull,

Rudd, Withers, Guam, Arnold, and Annabnry. The last named was
killed early in the encounter. My loss was 1 man slightly wounded, 1

man injured by his horse falling, and a few horses crippled.

Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 enlisted man killed and 11 wounded.
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The officers and men under my command behaved gallantly. Tap-
tain Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, command
ing the advance, deserves to be especially mentioned.

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient

servant, HUGH CAMEROX,
Lieut. Col. Second Ark. Car., Comdy. Detach, in the Field.

Brig. Gen. JOHN B. SANBORN,
Commanding J) [strict of South icetit Missouri.

Report of Lieut. Col. John F. McMahan, Sixth Cttrtilry Provisional
Enrolled Missouri Militia.

HDQRS. SIXTH PROV. ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA,
Springfield, Mo., Xorentber

/, 1864.

CAPTAIN : For the information of the general commanding I have
the honor to submit the following report of casualties and the part
taken by my regiment while in the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division,
commanded by Major-General Pleasouton :

I left Springfield September 27, 1804, marched, via Lebanon, Holla,

Cuba, and Vienna, crossing the Osage at Castle Rock, to Jelrerson City,

arriving on the Gth of October. Here we remained until the evening
of the 8th, then marched west by way of California and Tipton, and
bivouacked on the night of the 10th twelve miles south of Boonville.
On the llth we moved at (&amp;gt; o clock in direction of Boonville. I was at

once ordered to move with my command to the right until 1 struck the
road leading from Pisgah to Boonville ; I then turned to the left, march
ing on the right flank of our main column immediately upon Boonville,
driving in the enemy s pickets, killing one and capturing another. I was
here ordered to halt until Colonel Gravely came up, when my regiment
was dismounted, deployed in line of skirmishers, and moved upon the

enemy secreted in thick underwoods. We engaged him warmly for two

hours, driving him until ordered by Colonel Gravely to fall back, which
I did in perfect order, having 2 enlisted men killed, 1 commissioned
officer and 4 enlisted men wounded. On the 12th we marched back to

California, received supplies, and moved on the 13th in the direction of

Independence. On the 22d, five miles east of Independence, I was
ordered to follow a road bearing to the right and flanking the enemy
on the left. After marching to within one mile and a half of the city,
I then formed a strong skirmish line and pushed rapidly into town, as
the enemy retreated on the opposite side. We bivouacked on the night
of the22d two miles from Independence, on the Kansas City road. On
the morning of the 23d we moved at an early hour to the plains south
of Kansas City, where we found the enemy in strong force. I was
here ordered by Major-Geueral Pleasontou to charge the enemy on the

extreme right, which I did, driving him three miles, with a loss of 2

killed and 17 wounded, after which I rejoined the brigade and marched
south of Little Santa Fe.
On the 24th we made a march of fifty miles and bivouacked at

12 o clock in the night near the Osage River. 25th, crossed the Osage
early, moving due south; met the enemy, and after repeated charges,
which were kept up until .

]&amp;gt;. m., in which I lost 1 man killed
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and 8 wounded, moved on to Fort Scott. Here we remained until the

morning of the 27th, when we again set out in a southwest direction,

reaching Spring River near Carthage at 11 p. in., making a distance of

sixty-two miles. On the 28th marched thirty miles to Xewtonia.
Found General Blunt warmly engaged with the enemy. My regiment
was dismounted, and after marching one mile through fields found that
the enemy had disappeared. It being then dark we bivouacked for the

night. On the 29th marched to Spring River, thirty miles. On the
30th passed through Mount Vernon on to Little York, and on the 31st

arrived at Springfield, after an absence of thirty-four days, marching
a distance of about 700 miles. It would be impossible to mention the

gallantry of individuals of my command without doing injustice to

others. With few exceptions officers and men did their duty.
Below is appended a list of the killed and wounded in the various

engagements, commencing with the battle at Boonville and ending at

the Osage.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHK F. McMAIIAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. WILLIAM T. KITTREDGE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 39.

Report of Maj. William Plumb, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. SIXTH CAVALRY MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Springfield, Mo.. Xovember 12, 1864.

GENERAL: In compliance with Special Orders, Xo. 2GO, I moved on
the morning of the 27th ofSeptember, 1864, with my battalion, consisting
of 198 men. On the morning of the 2d of October Captain Moore came

up and reported for duty at Saint James with thirty-one men, swelling
the number of my battalion to 229 rank and file. Proceeded east as

far as Cuba, where we changed direction and marched directly for

Jefferson City. On the evening of the 4th Private Henry J. Carter
was mortally wounded by accidental shot near Vienna, Mo. On the

evening of the Gth commenced skirmishing with the enemy s advairce
six miles south of Jefferson City. During the night fell back to the

Moreau. On the morning of the 7th I was ordered by Colonel Gravely
to hold the ford leading across this stream (the Moreau) at all hazards,
until the Eighth Missouri State Militia should all cross to the north
side. I directed Major Murphy to take a position on the bank of the

stream covering the road; he there threw up temporary breast-works
and made a good defense. The Eighth gradually fell back, heroically

contesting every inch of ground, until the enemy s advance came in

range of the guns of Fort Murphy, from which a destructive fire

temporarily checked their advancing columns; they soon, however,

deployed right and left, crossing the stream, and were seriously threat

ening my nanks, when Colonel Gravely ordered me to fall back to a line

that was forming on the hill. The enemy pressed rapidly forward, pour
ing a deadly fire on iny left flank from the brush. The order was
finally given to fall back, which was done in good order. The loss

sustained by my battalion in this engagement was 2 men wounded
mortally, 1 severely, 1 slightly.

* Embodied in Saiiboni s table, p. 393.
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Jefferson City, October 8, the enemy [has withdrawn] and a pursuit
is ordered. On the morning of the 9th the enemy s rear was overtaken,
and skirmishing continued throughout the day. Lieut. RileyB. Riggs
fell while heroically leading a charge upon the enemy s skirmishing line.

He was a brave and valiant officer, and fell while in discharge of his

duties; his loss is deeply regretted by all who knew him. This pursuit
was continued on through California to Boonville, where the rebels

made a stand, and considerable skirmishing ensued. My battalion

\vere all engaged throughout the tight. Five men wounded slightly.

On the morning of the 20th 1 proceeded to Dover, under command of

Colonel Phelps; we entered the town with a whoop, encountered 500 or

&amp;lt;iOO rebels, scattering them in every direction, killing 2, wounding sev

eral, and took 14 prisoners, o of them commissioned officers. On
our return Lieutenant Clevenger, commanding the rear guard, encoun
tered six rebels, killed 2 and wounded 2; the former he believed were
officers. My battalion were all deployed in line on the 22d at Independ
ence, but did not generally participate in the tight at that place. On
the evening of that day, while attempting to join the brigade with

Company B, I lost my way and became detached, and consequently did

not participate in the glorious tight of Big Blue. On the 23d Major
Murphy, at the head of the remainder of the battalion, charged the

enemy s lines twice, inflicting considerable chastisement on the rebels.

The loss in this engagement was 1 killed, 2 mortally wounded, 5

severely, and 3 slightly. On the morning of the 24th &quot;pushed, forward

rapidly, encountered the enemy s pickets at 11 p. in., and skirmished
with them until day. In the dusk of the morning Colonel Gravely
ordered my battalion to drive the enemy s pickets from the hill they
had occupied during the night. Captains Stall, McGee, and Laukford

successfully led their respective squadrons up the precipitous slopes
and took possession of the hill. My battalion shared all the dangers
and glories with the brigade in the tights of this day, and also at New-
tonia, without further loss. Both officers and men, of which I have
had the honor to command, did their duty nobly here.

1 would consider this report incomplete without an expression of my
acknowledgments for the very gentlemanly and courteous [manner] in

which I have been treated by your staff during the campaign.
Total casualties sustained by the battalion, 2 killed, 5 mortally

wounded, 6 severely, and 9 slightly.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

WM. PLUMB,
Major tfi.vtk Missouri Militia Cavalry.

[General JOHN B. SANBORN.]

No. 40.

Report ofMaj. William B. Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri

Militia.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., Noreml)er .9, ISGi.

CAPTAIN: In accordance with instructions 1 herewith forward you
a report of the transactions, &c., of a detachment of the Seventh Pro

visional Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, under my command inthe

pursuit of late rebel raid into Missouri.
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We left Springfield on the morning of the 27th of September, with de
tachments from Company A, commanded by Lieutenant Montgomery;
Company C, commanded by Lieutenant Boyd ; Company D, commanded
by Captain Sutherland; Company H, commanded by Lieutenant

Brown; Company I, commanded by Captain Howard; ^Company
L, commanded by Captain Burns, amounting in the aggregate to

240 men. We moved to Lebanon and camped. 28th, left Lebanon
and marched to Waynesville. 29th, left Waynesville and marched
to Kolla. 30th, in camp all day at Holla. October 1, left Rolla;
marched to Saint James on the southwest branch Pacific Railroad.

2d, my battalion and the Second Arkansas Cavalry marched down the
railroad as far as Cuba and returned to Saint James. 3d, left Saint
James and marched to Cuba. 4th, left Cuba and marched to Vienna.

5th, left Vienna find marched to the Moreau Creek, four miles south
of Jefferson City. Oth, remained in camp on the Moreau until about
10 p. in., when my battalion was ordered two miles southeast of head

quarters, at a lower ford of the Moreau, to guard that passage. 7th,
about 9 a. in. we observed men upon the south side of the Moreau, but
could not for some time determine who they wore; at 10 a. m. they
made themselves known to us by throwing shells into our midst. I

then fell back from the ford of the river, they continuing to shell us for

a distance of about two or three miles. When within about one mile
of the city we fell in with the rear of our brigade, which was then fall

ing back into the city, skirmishing with the enemy. We moved into

the city, having met with no casualties except the slight wounding of

Isaac W. Kellar, of Company D, who was struck with a spent ball in

the left side. After my arrival into the city 1 was ordered to take com
mand of Fort Miller, into which my battalion was placed. 8th. we
left Jefferson City at 3 p. in. and marched ten miles west of the city.

9th, marched about two miles, when we came upon the enemy s pick
ets, my battalion being in front. We skirmished with them some two
or three miles, killing several of them. Our casualties were few,

only losing 1 man, wounded, from Company I), viz, James T. Burnes,
being shot in the arm and left side. Camped to-night at California.

10th, we marched from California and camped within about twelve
miles of Boonville. llth, my battalion is in the rear of the brigade.
We marched until about 10 a. m., when we reached the La Mine
bridge, on the La Mine River, when my battalion was dismounted
and formed in line of battle, in which position we remained until

about 5 p. m., when we moved back from the bridge about two miles

and camped. 12th, moved from camp to California. 13th, left Cal
ifornia and inarched in the direction of Boonville. When within
fifteen miles of that place we changed our course in the direction of

Georgetown; camped at Pilot (frove. 14th, inarched fourteen miles

northwest of Georgetown and camped. 15th, we left camp and after

a march of about thirteen* miles camped at Cook s Store. 10th, re

mained in camp to-day at Cook s Store. 17th, marched toward George
town; camped on Blackwater. 18th, remained in camp on Blackwater
all day. 19th, inarched back to Cook s Store and camped. 20th, inarched
to Davis Creek, about nine miles from Lexington, and camped. 21st,
march _d within two miles of Lexington and there changed our course

toward Independence; camped about twenty miles from Independ
ence, on the Little Blue. 22d, marched within about one mile and a

half of Independence, when the skirmishing commenced in front. We
were dismounted and thrown in position on the right as a reserve for

the Fourth Brigade. The enemy fell back from the front of the Fourth

Brigade for about four miles west of Independence, where we bivouacked
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for the night. 2,3d, left camp, being placed on the extreme left wing of
the brigade and in the rear of the Second Arkansas Cavalry, where we
were held in position until the center had driven the enemy back. We
were then moved upon the field, and after a few hours rest marched to

Little Santa Fe and camped. 24th, left Little Santa Fe and marched
about seventy miles, camping in front of the enemy on the Marais des

Cygnes. 25th, inarched to the Marais des Cygnes and dismounted. We
were then thrown out as skirmishers on the right of the brigade, driv

ing the enemy from the creek bottom. We were then mounted and
marched up into the prairie about three miles, where we halted and fed.

Philips and Winslow s brigades were thrown to the front; the fighting
then becoming general we were ordered to the front. On arriving on
the battle-ground I was ordered to pursue a train of the enemy and
was followed by the brigade, thereby being thrown in the front. The
brigade was then ordered to form a line of battle, which was done, my
battalion being on the right. We marched in this manner for about one
mile, when we were again thrown into column and marched about one ,

mile, when we were again drawn up in line of battle and ordered to

charge the enemy in the timber on the Little Osage, which we did,

driving the enemy from the timber. After effecting a crossing of the
creek and reforming we charged the enemy for about four miles, driv

ing from their position four lines of the enemy s cavalry. We then
moved to Fort Scott, having assisted in charging and routing the enemy
without the loss of a single man. We camped for the night in Fort Scott.

20th, remained at Fort Scott. 27th, left Fort Scott and marched about

sixty-five miles, camping on the north fork of Spring River. 28th, left

camp and marched to Xewtonia. On arriving at Newtonia we found
General Blunt with a portion of his forces engaging the enemy, but was
being forced to fall back. We were immediately ordered to dismount
and form on the left of the Sixth Missouri State Militia. We checked
the enemy and then forced them to fall back a distance of about one mile
and a half. We held our lines until about 10 p. m., when we were
ordered to bivouac for the night at Newtonia. 30th, left camp and
moved to Little York, ten miles west of Springfield, and camped. 31st,
left camp and marched into Springfield about 12 o clock, having marched
during the campaign about 1,000 miles, assisted in driving the rebels out
of the State, and only lost two men wounded.

All of which, captain, I respectfully submit.
WM. B. MITCHELL,

Major, Comrty. Detach. Seventh Pror. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Capt. WILLIAM T. KITTREDGE,
A ssista n t A djn t&amp;lt;( )i t- Genera I.

Xo. 41.

Report* of Col. Joseph J. (r rarely. Eighth Missouri Mate Militia Cav

alry,

HDQRS. EIGHTH CAVALRY MISSOURI STATE MILITIA,
Springfield, Mo., November 15, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by a detachment of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia
in the late campaign against the rebel force under Maj. Gen. Sterling
Price, from the 27th of September, 1804, to the 31st of October, 1804:
The detachment, under my command and composing a part of General

Sauborn s brigade, left Springfield, Mo., on the 27th of September, 1804,
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with 13 commissioned officers and 298 enlisted men, and marched to Jef
ferson City, Mo., via-Rolla, Cuba, Viejina, and encamped on the Moreau,-
three miles from the city, October 5, 1804, and was directed to act in

conjunction with the Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, as an advance
post, and to resist the enemy advancing toward the city. On the after

noon of the Oth the pickets commenced fighting two miles south of the
Moreau. The enemy was held in check, or did not attempt to advance
until 6 a. m. on the 7th of October,. 1804. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, and the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia were
arranged so as to check and annoy the enemy as much as possible in
their advance. The enemy advanced their line of skirmishers about 7

a. m. and attacked Squadron C of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, commanded by Captain Human, who resisted them stubbornly
until ordered by me to fall back, the enemy having moved a strong
column to his left flank. The fighting commenced at this time, the

Eighth Regiment being arranged one squadron in rear of the other, and
each in turn fighting the enemy until ordered to fall back. Captain
Foster had his horse killed while encouraging his men to fight at the
commencement of the attack. When overpowered and flanked by the

enemy, the two squadrons (C and F) moved to the rear; the enemy
seeing that they had compelled this move ordered a charge which soon

brought them to a line formed near the edge of the timber, composed
of Squadrons A, E, G, D, and K; the fight was renewed by these

squadrons with energy; the officers and men fought well, driving the

enemy s skirmish line, and again compelling him to bring up artillery
to drive us from our strong position, as had been done in their attack
on Captains Human and Foster. The Eighth Cavalry Missouri State
Militia was then moved across the Moreau, and were relieved by the
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, posted so as to protect the cross

ing. The Eighth Regiment was again formed on a ridge near the Fair-

Ground, and again fought the enemy stubbornly for more than one

hour, assisted by the Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and in com
pliance with orders the command moved into Jefferson City. On the
8th of October I was placed in command of the troops from Southwest

Missouri, leaving the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia under com
mand of Capt. R. (1. Chitwood, Company (I,. Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia.

On the Oth of October one squadron of the Eighth Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, under command of Lieutenant Chitwood, assisted

Major Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, to drive
in the strong rear guard of the enemy near Russellville, Mo., seven
teen miles west of Jefferson City, and did good service. The Third

Brigade was not engaged in the battle at California on the evening of
October 0, 1804. The battle at Boonville, on the llth of Octo

ber, was fought by the Second Arkansas Cavalry and the Sixth Pro
visional Enrolled Missouri Militia, only one squadron of the Eighth
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, being in front as body guard. Com
pany F and did good service and acted with coolness and bravery.
On the 20th of October I was relieved from the command of the Third

Brigade by General Sanborn, and took command of my regiment. At
the battle of Independence, October 22, the Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia was dismounted and marched to the right of the city as a

reserve, and was not engaged during the fight. On the 23d of October,
after the enemy had been driven from the crossing of the Big Bine and
formed on a prairie ridge west of the stream, my regiment was ordered
to move forward until we found the enemy s lines and halt until the
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army came up. About 2 p. in. Major Suess, of Major-General Pleason-
ton s staff, ordered me, in command of my own and the Sixth Regiment
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, to charge the enemy s line near a
house on a prairie ridge, which was done under a most terrific [fire]

from a section of the enemy s artillery in position near the above-
named house, and a heavy fire of musketry from the enemy s line

formed for the protection of the artillery. The enemy s force was much
larger than ours, but gave way, and we gained the ridge with a loss of
about 25 men. Rebel officers captured gave it as a reason for retreat

ing that they supposed our army was moving to their left to cut them
off from the force on the Harrisonville road. This charge prevented
the rebels from using their artillery against the main force of our army
on our right. The officers and men of my regiment did their duty well
and acted bravely on this occasion. On the 24th of October I was
ordered, about 11 p. m.. to move my regiment and the Sixth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia forward until I found the enemy. When near
the Marais des Cygnes, a branch of the Osage, my advance was fired

on by the enemy s pickets, who were found to be encamped on the
stream at a village called Trading Post. I halted the command and
about 3 a. m. October 25 was ordered to drive in the enemy s pickets
and to attack them. I moved forward and found a strong skirmish
line formed on a mound in their rear, which I immediately attacked,
and, after a spirited contest, drove them beyond the mound. At the
dawn of day we found the enemy in strong force near the ford of the

creek, and, in conjunction with the Fourth Iowa Cavalry, attacked
and drove them across the stream; this was the commencement of the
battle of the Osage, October 25, 1804. After the battle was over my
regiment was placed in charge of the prisoners, and delivered them at

Fort Scott about daylight October 26. On the 28th of October, 1864,
we reached Newtonia, Mo., where we found Major-General Blunt s com
mand engaged with the enemy. I was ordered to move my command
forward rapidly and form on the left of General Bluut s command, and
aided in checking the advance of the enemy and finally driving him
from the field. From Xewtonia we marched to Springfield, Mo., at
which place we arrived October 31, 1864.

The following are the losses sustained by the regiment in the differ

ent engagements: In the battle on the Moreau, October 7, 1864, 1 non
commissioned officer and 1 private killed, 1 captain and 14 enlisted
men wounded. At the Big Blue, October 23, 1864, 1 captain and 8

enlisted men wounded. At the Marais des Cygnes, October 25, 1 en
listed man wounded. The enemy admit a loss of 1 major and 15 men
killed and 1 lieutenant colonel and 25 men wounded at the Moreau.
The damage inflicted at other engagements estimated with losses sus
tained by them in the battles.

In conclusion, I desire to return my thanks and that of my entire

command to Brigadier-General Sanborn, commanding, for his uniform
kindness and the deep interest he manifested for our welfare during
the arduous campaign; and also to express our gratitude to his staff

for their attention on all occasions.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. GRAVELY,
Colonel Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Capt. WILLIAM T. KITTREDGE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, .Dint, of Southwest Missouri.
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SPRINGFIELD, Mo., November Jo
,
13(14.

GENERAL: I have the houor to make the following official report of
the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, in the field from the 8th to the
20th of October, 1804:

I assumed command of the brigade at Jefferson City by your order
October 8, 1864, and in compliance with your directions marched out on
the Versailles road to Moreau Creek, ten miles, and encamped. On
the morning of the 9th my brigade, consisting of the Second Arkansas
Cavalry, Sixth Missouri State Militia, Eighth Missouri State Militia,

Sixth and Seventh Provisional Regiments, with section of Battery M,
Second Missouri Light Artillery, was ordered to the front and after

marching two miles came up with the rear of Price s army on the road
to Russellville. A strong rear guard of the enemy was left to retard
the progress of our force. I deployed the Seventh Provisional Enrolled
Missouri Militia, one company of the Eighth Missouri State Militia,

and one of the Sixth Missouri State Militia as skirmishers, and attacked
the enemy, driving them steadily to their main force. The lighting was
spirited, and considerable damage inflicted on the enemy. The enemy
formed quite a strong line to the west of Russellville, which was soon
scattered by a few well-directed shots from the section of artillery

brought to the front under command of Smiley, of Battery H, Second
Missouri Light Artillery. The musketry fighting was kept up until

one mile west of Russellville. Major Mitchell, Seventh Provisional
Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding line of skirmishers, conducted
the fight well, and the officers and men of his command of the two
companies of the Missouri State Militia troops, and Lieutenant Smiley
of the battery, all did their duty and acted bravely on the occasion.

Our loss during this engagement consists of Lieutenant Riggs, Sixth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, killed while leading a charge on the

rebel lines, and 3 enlisted men wounded. Lieutenant Riggs was a

brave, efficient, and useful officer, and his loss is severely felt by the

command. The brigade was not in froD^ pursuing the enemy until the
llth of October. When near the La Mine Creek, five miles from Boon-
ville, I ordered the Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional
Enrolled Missouri Militia to move forward in line of skirmishers until

they found the enemy, which they came up with three miles south of

Boonville, and immediately engaged him. The enemy had several
thousand men in line to resist an approach, but the two regiments above-

mentioned drove them back to the city under protection of their artil

lery and fortifications. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia was
ordered to the front, held as a reserve in rear of the skirmish line, con

sisting of the Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional En
rolled Missouri Militia. Col. John E. Phelps, in command of the
front line, displayed much skill and great bravery on this occasion,
as did Lieutenant-Colonel McMahan, in command of the Sixth Pro
visional Enrolled Missouri Militia. All of the officers and men of the
Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri
Militia behaved themselves nobly and fought well. Serious loss was
inflicted on the enemy and he was driven with a force far inferior in

number two miles. A party of the enemy while the contest was pro
gressing near the city of Boonville moved to the rear of our front line

on our right flank, but was vigorously attacked by Major Plumb s com
mand and repulsed with heavy loss.

I was at the front and witnessed the fight, and of my own -knowl

edge bear testimony to the bravery and skill of the different regimental
commaudeis of the brigade 011 this day. 1 respectfully refer you to the
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accompanying reports of regimental commanders for an account of
the losses sustained by us in the battle. Our command the next day,
the 12th, was moved back to California for rations andwas again moved
toward Boonville, but the enemy had left for Lexington.
No further engagements were had with the enemy until you resumed

command of the brigade.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. J. GRAVELY,

Col. 8th Car. M. S . .)/., Contdy. 3d Briy. Cav., Gen. tianborn s Dii\

[General JOHN B. SANBORN.]

Reports of Briy. Gen. Clinton B. Fixk, U. 8. Ann;/, commanding District

of North Missouri.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
GlasyoiCj Mo., September 27, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on Monday, the 19th in

stant, I left Saint Joseph with Companies B and M, Ninth Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia: Companies C and D, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry,
and a section of mountain howitzers, Company C, Second Missouri

Artillery. I moved to Macon by railroad, and on the morning of the
21st inarched from Macon, my force having been augmented by Com
panies C and E, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. I camped near
Huntsville on the night of the 21st and moved thence to Roanoke, where
I divided the command, sending a portion direct to Fayette under
Lieutenant- Colonel Draper, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and
marched with the balance of the command to this post. I had in the
meantime ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews, Third Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia, to move his entire command from Sturgeon to

Eocheport, and there establish his headquarters, and directed Lieuten
ant-Colonel Stauber, Forty-second Missouri Volunteer Infantry, to move
from Macon to Sturgeon with three companies. I also ordered General
Douglass to move from Mexico toward Rocheport, with 200 of the First
Iowa Cavalry Volunteers. The best information I could obtain indi

cated that the guerrillas, under Perkins, Quantrill, Thrailkill, Todd,
Anderson, Holtzclaw, Davis, and others, were concentrating in the
Perche Hills on or about the line separating Howard and Booue
Counties. I made dispositions accordingly and as secretly as possible,
and moved upon the haunts of the villains from Fayette, Glasgow,
Sturgeon, and Mexico. The guerrillas were routed from their camps
and found to be about 400 strong, under Quantrill and Perkins. On
Friday evening, the 23d instant, a portion of the train of the Third

Cavalry Missouri State Militia was surprised by the guerrillas ten miles

northeasterly from Rocheport, and twelve men were brutally murdered
after they had surrendered. Some of our dead were thrown upon the

burning wagons which the liends destroyed and their bodies were par
tially consumed. Our troops made but a slight resistance and fled

panic-stricken from the field. They were outnumbered by the bush
whackers four to one. Perkins, the guerrilla chief, is reported severely
wounded at this engagement. His pocket-book and papers were found
scattered on the ground of the massacre. Had Lieutenant-Colonel
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Matthews moved his command together we should have been spared
this disaster; although General Douglass reports to me that the colonel

ought not to be censured for his action in the premises. The guer
rillas immediately scattered in every direction. Major Leonard, Ninth
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, who was moving from Fayette to Roche-

port, came upon a gang of these guerrillas, and killed 6 of them, capt
uring 32 horses and 30 revolvers. Our only casualty was 1 wounded.
Among the dead bushwhackers was a Captain Bissett, recently a terror
in Platte and ( lay Counties.
On Saturday morning the guerrillas from different points concen

trated upon Fayette and charged into the town at 10.30 a. m., yelling
like demons, their advance being clad in Federal uniform. They were

properly welcomed by the small force in garrison and most handsomely
whipped after three unsuccessful attempts to dislodge our troops.
Thirteen of the villains were killed outright and so severely wounded
that they died on Saturday night. One rebel captain, name not known,
was among the dead. Their wounded numbered 30, judging from the

carriages stolen to remove them. We are daily learning of the death
of some one of the wounded. Our loss was 1 killed and 2 wounded. I

had on the same day ordered Major King, Thirteenth Cavalry Missouri

Volunteers, from this post to Fayette, with 200 well-appointed men.
He arrived at Fayette two hours after the discomfited rascals had left

in the direction of Roanoke, and pushed on after them without delay.
On Sunday, the 25th instant, the brigands sat down in the front of

Huntsville, and in the name of Colonel Perkins and the Southern Con
federacy demanded a surrender. The militia stationed at Huntsville,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Denny, showed tight, and, Major King being
close after the villains, they moved toward Renick, tearing down the

telegraph wires by the mile. Major King pursued them as rapidly as

possible with his jaded horses, and at last advices, 1.30 p. m. Monday,
the 26th, was very near them at Middle Grove, in Monroe County.
Several stragglers from the guerrillas have been captured and summa
rily mustered out. Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, with a detachment of

the Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, moved from Fayette toward
Renick on the 2&amp;lt;&amp;gt;th instant, General Douglass, with the Iowa troops,
toward Sturgeon, scouting through the Perche Hills, and will unite or

co-operate with Major King. In several small skirmishes with the
bushwhackers on Saturday and Sunday our troops were successful in

killing the buskwhackers. No better region than this could be selected

for guerrilla warfare. The topography of the country and the hearts
and consciences of the people are adapted to the. hellish work. There
is scarcely a family but what has its representative in either Price s in

vading force or in the corps de bush. Men and women of wealth and

position give their entire influence and aid to the knights of the bush.
The hand of the Government must be laid heavily upon them. I shall

remain in this section and on the North Missouri Railroad until affairs

are in a better condition.

I expect a full report of the Keytesville disaster to-day. Cowardice
and treason combined caused the loss of Keytesville and the brutal mur
der of Mr. Carman, one of the best of citizens, and of William Young,
an aged loyalist, serving faithfully as a Federal scout himself and had
three sons in the Union army. The fiends murder none but radical

Union men, while conservatives of undoubted loyalty are spared in

property and person. The radicals arc hunted from their homes, and
their substance appropriated and destroyed. Our troops being chiefly
from the radical portion of the community, it is with great difficulty
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they are restrained from depredations upon the class favored by the
bushwhackers. I will promptly and vigorously urge the people to a

response to your admirable General Orders, No. 170. You have struck
the keynote. Let the masses rise up in their strength and give an ex
hibition of their devotion to loyalty and the Union, and Price will

never again invade Missouri with his thieving horde. I am placing
every county court-house in as safe condition as possible, but there are
so many towns to protect, so many railway bridges, stations, and trains

constantly exposed to attack, capture, and destruction by the fiends,
that we must expect serious trouble in that direction. I will keep you
posted daily of movements in the district.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
CLINTON 13. FISK,

Brigadier- Genera i

Maj. Gen. W. 8. RoSECKA:sr

s,

Commanding Dept. of the Missouri, tiaint J^onis, Mo.

GLASGOW, September 27, 1S6L

The train on the North Missouri Uailroad, bound north from Saint
Louis to-day, was captured at Centralist Station by Bill Anderson and
his friends. Twenty-one soldiers were taken therefrom and shot. The
passengers were robbed and the train set on tire, and put in motion
toward Allen. The villains were secreted about the railway depot and
had been tliere. ready, an hour when the train came up. They had the
citizens of the town under guard, thereby preventing intelligence of
their presence being communicated to the approaching train. Per
kins and Thrailkill were reported as co-operating with Anderson, being
near by and in sight of the depot. General Douglass, Lieutenant-
Colonel Draper, Major Leonard, and Major King are each in that

neighborhood, with an aggregate of 000 troops, and some of them
ought to fall upon the villains. More than half of this murdering
party are young men from Boone County, fed, protected, and encour

aged by many of the citizens of this region. We have troops at all the

telegraph stations, but it is impossible to guard all stations with the
forces at our command. A few of these barbarians can capture, rob,
and burn a train at any of the way-stations.

CLINTON 15. FISK,
Brigadier- Genera I.

Major-Genera 1 KOSECIIANS,
Saint Louis, Mo.

GLASGOW, September ~AS; iSG-i 10.25 a. in.

Major Johnston, Thirty-ninth Missouri Volunteers, with a detachment
of this command, engaged the guerrillas at Centralia yesterday at o

p. m. A sharp, severe tight ensued, with considerable loss on both
sides. Particulars are not yet received. Major Johnston reported
killed. Colonel Draper, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with
. &amp;gt;00 men, was marching rapidly toward Centralia at 5 o clock yester
day evening. At midnight General Douglass was moving in the same
direction with loO men. Major King is in the same neighborhood with
-00 men. The guerrillas are said to have numbered 000 last night, and

*7 u K VOL XLI, PT i
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increasing every hour. From reliable rebel sources we learn their plan
was to destroy trains and bridges on the railroad, thereby drawing our
forces in that direction, then scatter, take Columbia, Fayette, Glasgow,
and Rocheport, plunder and burn them, cross the river between Boon-
ville and Roeheport. I am organizing citizens for defense as rapidly
and thoroughly as possible.

CLINTON B. F1SK,
Brigadier- General.

Major-Geueral ROSECRANS.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
Macon, December N, 18U-1.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the oOth day of Sep
tember last, being then at Glasgow, Howard County, I received a tele

gram from the major-general commanding, directing me to move to

Jefferson City with all possible, dispatch. The troops of my command
were at that date scattered through the counties lying between the
Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad and the Missouri River, fighting
the hordes of fiendish guerrillas who, under Anderson, Todd, Thrailkill,

Perkins, and Holtzclaw, were making a pathway of blood across the

district, plundering and burning the property of Union citizens, and
destroying railway trains, depot buildings, and bridges. Seventy
commissioned officers from Price s army had already been sent into

North Missouri to gather up the recruits that had been enlisted in the
rebel service during the summer. Colonel Peery, of Carroll County,
chief of the rebel recruiting party, was killed by Colonel Shanklin,
Thirtieth Enrolled Missouri Militia, on the 28th of September; three
of his officers shared his fate. Official papers taken from their dead
bodies indicated their mission. Immediately upon receiving orders to

move to Jefferson City I dispatched messengers to the several detach
ments of my available troops, ordering them to proceed direct to Jef
ferson City without delay. Detachments of the Third and Ninth Cav
alry Missouri State Militia, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers,
First Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, Thirty-ninth, Forty-third, and Forty-
ninth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and one section of Company C
(small howitzers), Second Missouri Artillery, Avere thus ordered. Tele

graph lines behig destroyed and mail lines almost altogether inter

rupted, orders were dispatched by messengers, who in many instances

were captured by the enemy. I arrived in Jefferson City on the night
of October .3, with 200 men of my command. During the, 4th, 5th, Oth,

and 7th other detachments of my troops arrived, aggregating 1,800, of
whom 1,000 were composed of companies of unorganized infantry regi
ments who had never been drilled an hour. I found on my arrival at

Jefferson City that Brigadier-General Brown occupied the city and held

the country to the Osage River, his force all told being ,3,000, one-half
of whom were unorganized infantry volunteers, Enrolled Missouri Mili

tia, and citizen guards. I did not assume immediate command on ar

rival at Jefferson City, as telegrams from the major-general command
ing indicated that himself or other officers ranking myself would

speedily arrive. 1 therefore directed my troops to report to General
Brown for orders and devoted my personal attention to the concentra
tion of troops from my district at Jefferson City, and pushing them to

the work in the trenches or to the front as rapidly as possible.
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On the morning of the 6th Generals McNeil and Sanborn reported
from Kolla the former with 1,000 cavalry and eight pieces of artillery,
the latter with 1,400 cavalry. The major-general commanding tele

graphed me on the 6th to assume command of the combined forces at

Jefferson City. I immediately organized the force into four brigades,
under Generals Brown, McNeil, and Sanborn, and Col. Franklin W.
Hickox, Enrolled Missouri Militia. The effective strength of the frag
ments of commands thus hastily thrown together from different districts

of the department, including Enrolled Missouri Militia and loyal citi

zens, was, of officers and men, 7,200. Generals McNeil and Sanborn, who
had for many days been in immediate proximity to the enemy, informed
me that Price s army numbered not less than 20,000 men, and that he
could put 15,000 well appointed veterans and more than twenty pieces
of artillery into action. The major-general commanding had previously
ordered that the State capital must be successfully defended at all haz
ards. A force of 1,500, under Colonel Philips, Seventh Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, was lighting the advance of Price s army on the Osage
when I assumed command. The enemy were at that time crossing the

Osage Elver in force at Prince s, Bolton s, and other fords, covering a

space of about eight miles in width on the routes leading to the State

capital. General Sanboru s mounted troops were resisting the advance
of the enemy on the road leading from the Fair-Ground to the Moreau
and Osage. The force at the front were ordered to vigorously contest the

passage of the Osage and Moreau, and when driven to fallback fighting
to the city and withdraw to the intreuchnieuts. General McNeil s bri

gade was assigned to the right, General Brown s to the left, and Gen
eral Sanborn s to the center, within our fortified lines. Colonel Hick-
ox s brigade was posted as a reserve. All troops not ordered to the
front and the citizens of the city were busily engaged digging rifle-pits

and preparing for the best possible defense of the State capital. On
the morning of the 7th the enemy had driven our advanced lines back
to the Moreau and appeared in heavy force on its east bank, his maiu
column on the Bolton road, and drove our troops steadily to the Fair-

Ground. Our force was all withdrawn to the intrenchments at 1 p. in.

The enemy pushed his lines to the front of our left and center and

opened on our fortified lines with his artillery from a wooded height at

the left of the Fair-Ground. Thurber s battery, on the left ofour line, and
Slitter s, iu the center, both of the Second Missouri Artillery, simulta

neously poured their well-directed shots into the enemy s artillery, dis

mounting one of his pieces at the first tire. After an exchange of a few

shots, and an inspection of our earth-works, the enemy withdrew his

artillery, retired his lines, and moved his columns toward our right, with
the evident design of investing the city. During the night of the 7th

our entire command were busily engaged strengthening our earth

works, digging additional rifle-pits, and preparing to receive an assault

at any point on our line. The movements of the enemy during the

night indicated his preparation to mass his force to assault our right.
At daylight on the morning of the 8th he appeared in force in front

of McNeil, but withdrew before advancing near our earth-works. As
the enemy retired and a reconnaissance to the Moreau revealed the fact

that his entire army had passed to our right, the mounted troops of

Sanborn s brigade were thrown upon his rear, killing many and captur
ing a large number of men and arms. At 8 a. in. all the mounted
troops of the command were ordered in pursuit of the eiieiny with five

days field rations in their haversacks and 140 rounds of ammunition.
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The capital of the State had been saved from the polluting presence
of her traitorous sons in arms. One of the chief objects of Price s inva-
~siou of Missouri, the seizure and occupancy of her political capital for

the purpose of holding elections and the transaction of other business

by the itinerating traitors who style themselves the State and legis
lative departments of Missouri, was, by the courage, industry, and
determination of our small force at Jefferson City, defeated; a substan
tial success had been gained, and the soldiers who through one of the
severest of equinoctial storms made long and forced marches to the

capital, many of them leaving their own homes to certain destruction

by the guerrillas, and the citizens who so cheerfully and earnestly
seized spade or musket for its defense, deserve and will receive the

gratitude of the loyalists of Missouri. I have the honor to bear full

and hearty testimony to the conduct of all officers and men and citi

zens for their faithful service.

The reports of Generals Brown, McNeil, and Sauborn, forwarded
direct to department headquarters, will give tabular statements of
losses in killed and wounded, and list of prisoners lost and captured.
At 10.30 a. m. on the morning of the 8th Major-General Pleasonton

arrived at Jefferson City, and in obedience to orders from the major-
general commanding assumed command.

I have the honor to be, colonel, with great respect, your obedient
servant,

CLLXTOX B. FISK,
Brigadier- General.

Col. JOHN V. l)u Bois,
Chief of Waff, Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
Macon, Mo., December 16 , 1861.

Col. JOHN V. Du Bois,
Chief of Staff, Saint Louis, Mo.:

COLONEL : In obedience to instructions from Major-General Kosecrans
I have the honor herewith to transmit supplementary report of opera
tions of the troops of my command subsequent to being relieved by
Major-General Pleasouton, October 8.

I have the honor, colonel, to be, with great respect, your obedient

servant,
CLINTON B. FISK,

Brigadier- Genera I.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI,
Macon, Mo., December 8, 1861.

COLONEL : Supplementary to my report on the movements of my com
mand to Jefferson City and the operations of the troops in defense of

the State capital, I have the honor to add that immediately upon the

assumption of command by Major-General Pleasonton, on the 8th of

October, 1864, I was by him first ordered to assume command of the

Thirty-ninth and Forty-ninth Missouri Infantry Volunteers and imme
diately occupy that portion of the intrenched line then held by Briga
dier-General Sanborn. At a later hour in the day I was ordered to pro
ceed with my command via the Missouri liiver and garrison the post
of Lexington.
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The steamers Sioux City and Hattie May were placed at my disposal
for the transportation of my command, one section of Sutler s battery,
Second Missouri Artillery, having been directed to report to me. I

suggested to the major-general commanding that it would undoubtedly
be impracticable for me to reach Lexington via the Missouri River;
that the rebel army would probably occupy Boonville before steamers
could possibly reach that point, and respectfully requested that in the
event of finding the enemy in force on the river-bank 1 might be per
mitted to disembark my troops, return the steamers to Jefferson City,
and march my command to Glasgow, where 1 could concentrate addi
tional force from my district and resist the progress of Price s army into

North Missouri. General Pleasontou replied that he thought there
would be no difficulty in executing the orders I had received, and directed

that in the event of finding the river blockaded 1 should report to him
the impracticability of proceeding by river and wait instructions. I em
barked my command on the night of the 8th and at daylight on the morn
ing of the Oth pushed out for Lexington. The exceedingly low stage of
water rendered our progress difficult and slow. It became necessary to

disembark the troops and horses at sand-bars and then spar the empty
transports over. By the utmost diligence we were able to make but

eighteen miles distance during the 9th. Upon arriving at Rocheport at

noon on the 10th J met citizens fleeing from Boonville with the informa
tion that the enemy had occupied Boonville in large force on the previous
day. I immediately took steps to secure reliable information by sending
scouts of my own men who were familiar with the country on both sides

the Missouri River to Boonville. Their report confirmed the presence
of Price with his entire army at Boouville. Jlis camps extended down
the south side of the river six miles and his artillery commanded the
Missouri. lie had captured a steam ferry-boat in good order and was
on that day crossing a large cavalry force to the north side of the river

into Howard County. Large parties of the enemy were moving through
the country stealing horses and clothing and giving notice to willing

conscripts that they must report without delay to Price, the rebel

chieftain, at LJoonville.

On the night of the 10th the Forty-fifth Missouri Infantry Volunteers,
Col. T. A. Switzler, and Capt. F. William Fuchs, with two sections Bat

tery C, Second Missouri Artillery, reached Rocheport by steamers, under
orders from Major-General Pleasontoii to garrison the post of Boon
ville. On the morning of the llth I sent Lieut. W. T. Clarke, aide-de-

camp, to Jefferson City with dispatches to General Pleasontoii, inform

ing him of the situation, and again suggested that 1 be permitted to

march my command across the country from Rocheport to Glasgow,
and resist the crossing of the enemy to Xorth Missouri. At Glasgow
was a large quantity of quartermaster and commissary stores, and a
limited garrison. Col. Chester Harding, jr., Forty-third Regiment
Missouri Volunteers, had by my order left Saint Joseph on 5th of

October en route to Jefferson City by steamer West Wind, and no

intelligence had been received from them since passing Kansas City.
I desired to reach Glasgow and save the garrison at that point, and to

so dispose my command that it could be re-enforced by the troops

descending the river, and by other force from the Hannibal and Saint

Joseph Railroad, and I therefore respectfully, but earnestly, requested
General Pleasontoii to permit me to march to Glasgow. On the morn

ing of the 12th I received orders from General Pleasontoii by the hand
of Lieutenant Clarke, aide-de-camp, to immediately disembark my
forces at Providence, Mo., together with those of Colonel Switzlei

,
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and send the boats immediately back to Jefferson City, and to await
orders at that point. In obedience to this order I placed my command
in camp at Providence, Mo., and again advised General Pleasowton of
the situation. My scouts had brought me information that the enemy
were crossing cavalry and artillery to the north side of the river.

The fiend Bill Anderson, whose band of murderers had crossed from
North Missouri to Boonville to report to their chieftain, Sterling Price,
had by said chief on the llth been ordered to rccross the Missouri
liiver and renew his fiendish atrocities; especially was he ordered to

permanently destroy the North Missouri Railroad. Scouts reported
detachments of the enemy marching on Fayette, Glasgow, and Hunts-
ville. On the morning

1 of the 13th I received orders from General
Pleasonton to move my command by the north bank of the Missouri
Eiver to Jefferson City, and to report my arrival at that point to his

headquarters by letter. 1 reached Jefferson City at noon of the 14th,

reported by letter, as directed&quot;, and was ordered to march my command
to California, and upon my arrival at that point to report by letter or

telegraph to Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, commanding Right Wing-, Sixteenth

Army Corps, for orders. General Smith being- yet at Jefferson City
directed me to place my men in camp, and wait orders from himself or
the department commander, who that day arrived at Jefferson City.
On the 16th I was ordered by Major-General Rosecrans to return to

my district with the Forty-ninth Missouri Volunteers, and such other

troops belonging to my district as could be relieved from duty at Jef
ferson City. On the night of the KJth this order was countermanded,
and ] was directed to proceed upon a reconnaissance up the Missouri
River on the steamer Isabella, with 250 picked men and two pieces of

artillery. At daylight on the morning of the 17th 1 moved up the
Missouri River, arriving- at Boonville in the evening, at which point
information reached me that on Saturday previous, October If), the reb
els had attacked Glasgow from both sides of the river with an overwhelm
ing force. The garrison had been re-enforced on the evening of the HMh
by a portion of Colonel Harding s regiment, Forty third Missouri Vol
unteers, the effective force when attacked being 550 men, including vol

unteers, militia, and loyal citizens, and no artillery. Colonel Hardiirg s

report, which has been forwarded to department headquarters, informs
the general commanding how gallantly this small force for hours fought
an entire division of Price s army, a battery of artillery being- brought
into action by the enemy on each side the river, and when over

whelmed, surrendered upon terms permitting our brave boys to march
out of the garrison with drums beating and colors flying, and all pri
vate property of the captured to be respected. Among the officers sur
rendered were three ot my own staff

,
Lieut. Col. D. ,1. Ilynes, Seven

teenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, chief of cavalry; Maj. F. G. Por

ter, medical director, and Capt. George A. Holloway, assistant adju
tant-general, the conduct of whom during the unequal conflict is noticed
in a complimentary manner by Colonel Harding. The captives had
been . paroled by the enemy and sent across the Missouri River, and
toward Boonville, under rebel escort, and were within a few miles of
the city when 1 arrived. 1 immediately ordered Capt. II. S. Glaze,

acting aide-de-camp, to procure all the carriages and wagons to be
found in Boonville and proceed to the La Mine River to meet the
wearied prisoners; the party arrived at Boonville on the morning of
the 18th, where I provided for their comfort as best I could from the

scanty stores in Boonville and on board the Isabella. 1 returned to

Jefferson City on the night of the 18th and reported to the general com-
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mandiiig such facts touching the whereabouts and movements of the

enemy as I had been able to gather. On the 19th 1 was ordered by
Major-General Roseeraus to proceed with the troops of my command
to La Mine bridge and take command of all troops at that point and
on the railroad from California to Warrensburg. My command arrived

at La Mine bridge on the 21st and immediately commenced rebuilding
the bridge at that and other points, and in one week re opened the Pa
cific Railroad from Jefferson City to Warrensburg. The labor per
formed by troops in the reconstruction of destroyed bridges, the open
ing up and maintaining lines of communication, the pushing forward
with promptness troops and supplies to the army at the front, is too

frequently overlooked or forgotten in the recapitulation of services ren
dered in important campaigns.
On the 2iSth I reported to the major-general commanding, then at

Warrensburg, and was by him ordered to return to North Missouri, via

Glasgow, and reorganize my district with all possible dispatch. I

moved my command from the La Mine bridge on the 29th, arrived at

Glasgow November 2, and at my headquarters in Saint Joseph on the

(5th, and proceeded to the organization of my district.

1 am pleased to make honorable mention of the following-named staff

officers, who served with me during the campaign on the south side or

the Missouri River: Lieut. Col. Austin A. King, jr., Thirteenth Missouri

Cavalry Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp; Capt. H. S. Glaze, Ninth Cav
alry Missouri State Militia, assistant inspector-general and acting aide-

de-camp; Lieut. William T. Clarke, aide-de-camp; Lieut. J. H. Waite,
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp, and Lieut.

Thomas J. Tidswell, Forty-fourth Missouri Volunteers, acting assistant

adjutant-general. Lieutenant Clarke, aide-de-camp, is entitled to spe
cial commendation for the energy and zeal he devoted to the concentra
tion of troops from the District of North Missouri for the salvation of the

State capital. Brigadier-General Douglass, Enrolled Missouri Militia,

commanding Eighth Military District of Missouri, rendered valuable
service in concentrating and forwarding troops.

During my absence from the district bands of guerrillas, detached
from Price s main force, were sent by their chief into North Missouri to

murder Unionists and burn their substance, and to destroy railway
depots and bridges. The Enrolled Missouri Militia of the district

responded promptly to the call made upon them, and generally rendered
most excellent service in beating back the robber horde.

The militia garrison at Paris, Monroe County, under command of Cap
tain Fowkes, with 100 men, was surrendered to a superior force of the

enemy. Officers and men were sworn not to bear arms against the

rebels; horses, arms, and private property were stolen and carried

away. The post of Carrollton, under command of Maj. George Deagle,
Sixty-fifth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, with 1(50 men, was simi

larly surrendered on the 17th of October. The surrendered officers were

paroled on the spot; the men were marched to the south side of the

Missouri River near Waverly, and all paroled but six, who were brutally
murdered and thrown by the wayside. The bodies of the victims were

discovered, identified, and removed to Carroll County for burial.

The EnrolledMissouri MilitiaofDaviess and Ray Counties, commanded
by Lieut. Col. S. P. Cox, attacked Bill A nderson and fiends at Albany, Ray
County, on the 27th (26th| day of October and gained a signal victory.

Among the slain was Anderson, the murderer chieftain, who for mouths
had been a terror to Unionists in Central and North Missouri. The
heart would sicken and the mind recoil at the recital and contemplation



424 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

of his most barbarous atrocities. He declared himself to be operating
under orders from Sterling Price, and by the official recognition of
Anderson by Price at Boonville, October 11, and from equally indubi
table evidence that Holtzclaw, Perkins, Thrailkill, and other guerrilla
leaders were also under orders from Trice, there can be no doubt but
that the rebel authorities sent the villains to Missouri to murder our

loyal people and to steal or destroy their property. A large number of

disloyalists residing in the Missouri .River counties of this district, who
had been during the spring and summer of the year enlisted and organ
ized into companies for the rebel service through the instrumentality
of the (&amp;gt;. A. K. societies, reported to Price as his plundering horde
moved leisurely across the State. 1 have taken the necessary steps to

procure a carefully prepared list of all who from this district have, dur

ing the year 1804, joined themselves to the Confederates under Price,
or have been attached to his more intolerable and wicked organizations
within the district. Many who were deluded into the belief that the
rebels were to &quot;hold and occupy&quot; Missouri, since the expulsion of Price

by the combined forces of Missouri and Kansas, are deserting from
their retreating chief and returning upon us with a well-told tale of

conscription. Of the 5,000 rebels who went to Price from this district

4,990 were doubtless cheerful volunteers, and they and theirs, and all

who aid, comfort, feed, conceal, and inform them, should go out from

among us, and all the loyal people will say amen.
I have the honor to be, colonel, with great respect, your obedient

servant,
CLINTON B. FISK.

]tri(/ft&amp;lt;lier- (icnern I.

Col. JOHN V. Dr Bois,
Chief of Waff, Department of the Jl/m-o^ri. Xaint Louis.

No. 43.

Report of Lieut. Col. Dennis J. Hynes, SeventeentR Illinois

Chief of Cnralry, District of North Missouri.

BRUNSWICK, Mo., September ~&amp;gt;&amp;lt;1

GENERAL: In accordance with Special Field Orders, Xo. 2, head

quarters District of North Missouri, of date Glasgow, September L . I,

18(54, to investigate and report upon the late disgraceful surrender of

Keytesville, Mo., 1 have the honor to submit the following report:

Keytesville, the county seat of Chariton County, on the 20th day of

September, 1804, was commanded by Second Lieut. Anthony Pleyer,

Company 1, Thirty-fifth Enrolled Missouri Militia, in the absence of

First Lieut. Berry Owen, of same company (who had absented himself
from his command without authority some time previous), under orders
from Col. \V. E. Moberly, commanding Chariton County militia, &quot;to

command the post and defend it against all attacks, and to protect the

neighborhood.&quot; On the morning of the liOth instant the garrison, con

sisting of twenty-five effective and ten non-effective men, were surren
dered by Lieutenant Pleyer to one John Thrailkill, who called himself

&quot;major, commanding recruits,&quot; whose force consisted of sixty-five men
by actual count of some of the citizens. The circumstances attending
the surrender are set forth in the following deposition of Lieutenant
Plover.*

See inclosni o No. 3, p. 428.
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After the surrender the Stars and Stripes were torn down from the

court-house, and Tlirailkill s address to the surrendered militia in glori
fication of the flag of the so-called Confederate States was greeted by
applause and cheering and cries of &quot;

bully,&quot; &e. The citizens were

plundered indiscriminately of their horses, arms, and money, but in

many instances the money was returned to the owners by the officers

in command of these outlaws. The only men of active loyalty in Keytes-
ville at that time (Robert Carman and William Young) were marched
out a short distance from the town and shot. Inquiries were made for

some others with the assurance, if found, they would hang to the nearest

tree, but they had escaped to the brush and are tor the time safe. I am
entirely satisfied that Lieutenant Pleyer should be held responsible with
his life for this disaster, being credibly informed by persons familiar

with its strength that the court-house (destroyed on that morning)
could have been held by ten brave men against any force that could have
been brought against it. In his deposition he avers that his men would
have tired had he commanded them to do so, but the threat made that
if he did not surrender they would kill his k last man,&quot; seems to have

paralyzed the poor, miserable poltroon with fear, and consequently he
surrendered up the post without firing a shot. Lieutenant Pleyer is a

poor German, living in this county, totally unfit in every respect to have
the command of men, and I cannot but consider an officer who could

place such a man on duty, except as a private soldier, censurable in a

high degree. 1 therefore recommend the arrest of Lieut. Berry Owen
for this cause, and for absenting himself from his command without

authority. One of the men who was so wantonly murdered was a Mr.
Robert Carman, sheriff of Chariton County, and from what I can learn
from his neighbors and the residents of the county generally,

&quot; the

very best man &quot; in it. Tie was but recently from a sick bed, was some
sixty-five years of age. was forced to inarch about half a mile from

town, when he was shot through the head, just above the left cheek
bone, killing him instantly. Mr. William Young was also a citizen of

considerable repute latterly, and about the same age as Mr. Carman.
Both gentlemen leave families, and I would urge a tax of $10,000 be
levied for benefit of the heirs of the former, and $5,000 for the latter,

upon the disloyal people of the county; also a tax of some 835,000 to

rebuild the court-house.
On arriving at Brunswick I was struck with the alarm depicted upon

the countenances of the soldiers and citizens. There appeared to be
no discipline whatever, no order, nor soldierly bearing amongst the

troops. 1 informed Col. W. E. Moberly, the commanding officer of my
business at his post, and was assured that he would facilitate as far as
in his power the investigation I was about to make. At this post
there are represented four companies of the Thirty-fifth Enrolled Mis
souri Militia, commanded and composed as follows: Company F,

Captain Brawner, sixty-one men on duty, all in sympathy with the
Southern rebellion (except the officers). They can, however, be relied

upon to fight bushwhackers, but will not fight Confederate State
soldiers, and they consider Thrailkill and his confederates as soldiers.

Company G, Captain Bucksath, sixty men on duty, fifty of whom are
German radicals, and can be relied upon in any emergency; and ten

sympathizers with rebellion, who cannot be relied upon to fight against
Confederate soldiers. This company was organized for the protection
of their own homes at Bowling Green, and declare they must return
there to protect them, and are consequently liable to leave here at any
time. Company I, Captain Rees. twenty-live men on duty, and all in

sympathy with the rebellion. This is the company which furnished
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the surrender of Keytesville, and some of whose number joined the
bushwhackers and inarched away with them. They cannot be relied

upon at all. Company B, Captain Stanley, six men on duty, all loyal
and reliable. This company has furnished nearly all of its number to
Colonel Forbes twelve-months regiment of U. S. Volunteers. There are

seventy-live citizens under the command of Captain Cunningham, about
half of whom can be relied upon in any emergency, who are neither
soldiers nor militia and are only called upon occasionally. Thus it will

be seen that the total force, including the citizens company, consists of
227 men, 9. J of whom can be depended upon, and 134 whom it is very
much feared are anxiously awaiting an opportunity to deliver up the

post to their avowed friends, the rebel enemies of the Government.
Should Bucksath s company return to Bowling Green there would not
remain a loyal man in this neighborhood, as all their hopes for life are
centered in them. And from my own observation, with a sufficient

cause, with one company of soldiers and an officer to command, I

should consider this post safe, and unless it can be sent here soon, I

earnestly recommend the withdrawal of all Government stores now
here, in order that they may not fall into the hands of the hrst party
of armed rebels who may pass this way and want them.

1 find that the men of undoubted loyalty are averse to affiliating with
the disloyal militia, lest they may be surrendered by them and turned
over to the guerrillas and bushwhackers, to share the same fate that has
befallen all loyal men who have been unfortunate enough to fall into

their hands. This feeling has so firmly ingrafted itself upon their

minds that I think one of the chief sources of danger at this post is a
want of determination of every one in authority to do battle against
any foe until a victory is won, occasioned by a general distrust of the
men. This, notwithstanding 1 consider Ihe officers undoubtedly loyal.
From these and other causes it has been the experience in this county
that the legitimate results of arming disloyal men in communities
where they preponderate so vastly is to hunt loyalty from the country
and compel it to exist wholly by stealth.

While I cannot blame Colonel Moberly or any of his officers in com
mand here (except for lack of proper discipline) for the unsettled state

of the country, I unhesitatingly recommend that the Thirty-fifth En
rolled Missouri Militia be immediately disbanded and, if possible,

replaced by 100 soldiers, and authority be given to raise a company of

loyal men in the town for the protection of the town, which I consider
would establish loyalty on a firm basis and send rebellion and bush

whacking either into the brush or into eternity, where it belongs.

Trusting that this report will prove satisfactory, 1 am, general, witli

high regards, your obedient servant,
I). J. HYNES,

Chief of Cavalry, District of Xortli Missouri.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,
Commanding District of North Missouri, in the Field.

[Incloaure No. 1.]

HDQRS. THIRTY-FIFTH REGT. ENROLLED MISSOURI MIL.,
Brunswick, Mo.. September 2&amp;lt;i,

1864.

GENERAL : The investigation, under Special Field Orders, No. 2, hav

ing been concluded by Colonel ITynes, and the result thereof reported
to you, 1 think 1 may safely make some suggestions with reference to

my command without being adjudged guilty of an attempt to frustrate

any action that may be taken upon said report.



CHAP. LETT.] PRICE S. MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 427

My command has been largely reduced recently by enlistments in

the U. 8. service, discharges for cause, sickness, and desertion, without

including the captures made at Keytesville. Captain Stanley reports
only eleven men remaining for duty; Captain Brawner s company has
been reduced to eighty-one men, about sixty-five of whom are present
for duty; Captain Kees company, out of which the capture at Keytes
ville was made, numbers about fifty men, excluding captures, about

twenty five of whom are present for duty; Captain Bucksath s company
&quot;numbers about eighty men, with about an average of between sixty and
seventy for duty. 1 u addition to these I have a citizens company under

Captain Cunningham, subject to be called for duty only in cases of

emergency, which can muster for duty seventy-five men and upward.
With this force I feel able to hold this post against any ordinary con
centration of bushwhackers, a very heavy concentration bring the only
thing I fear, which I thought was certainly coming upon me a few days
ago. Some of these companies are charged with being unwilling to

fight Confederate troops, but with how much truth I am not able to say,

though I feel very willing to trust them against any enemy that may
come here to attack them. They have never been engaged in battle,
but have been drawn up in line several times with that expectation,
and have never yet refused to light. They have performed every duty
demanded of them with fidelity, and have obeyed every order with as

much promptness and alacrity as could be expected of militia forces.

The surrender at Keytesville shows nothing to the disparagement of the

men, as Lieutenant LMeyer says they would have fought if called upon
by him to do so. Some of them have said they would not fight Con
federate soldiers, and when called upon for an explanation, have said

they did not mean they would not fight the forces now in North Mis
souri, but that they were not enlisted to go down and meet the Con
federate army, and therefore did not feel inclined to go if called upon.
I have, at various times, anticipated an attack from Poole, Thrailkill,
and Thornton, and have ordered the men to the trenches for that pur
pose, and I have never yet known them to shrink from their duty.

They declare their determination to stand by me to the last extreme,
and I shall not desert them when slanderously assailed, though I may
not be able to redress the insults offered them in such a manner as they
justly merit. Within the past few days they haA e been bitterly assailed

as bushwhackers, shots have been fired at their camp from Federal

muskets, their extermination threatened, their honor impeached, and
their oaths assailed. Some of their officers have basely deserted them,
and given statements to their discredit.

In the face of all these demoralizing circumstances, and the fact that
the country is passing through a period of gloom hardly known here

before, these men are still at their posts declaring their willingness to

obey any order 1 may give them, and to tire upon any enemy 1 may
direct. In the organization of these forces and inaugurating the line of

policy I have pursued with reference to them, I have been guided by the

sentiments and opinions enunciated by you in your speech at Keytes
ville, in the conversation I had with you there and at Saint Joseph,
and in the communications I have had the honor to receive from you
at various times. The sentiments and opinions have always accorded
with my own and I shall carry them forward while 1 hold a commission
or a command. The citizens of my county went into these organiza
tions in good faith, believing that General Rosecrans meant exactly
what he said, that you meant exactly what you said, and I have yet
seen no evidence of bad faith on either side. My loyalty has been.
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assailed and my life threatened by soldiers for the part I have taken
in the premises, but I am not yet persuaded that I should murder inno
cent men and create more widows and orphans to suffer in order to

restore the standard of my loyalty in the estimation of the fanatics by
whom it is impeached. In view of the dangers surrounding this post,
I have thought best to ship my extra guns to you for safe-keeping,
reserving here only enough to place in the hands of my men. 1 make
no detailed report of the surrender at Keytesville, or any suggestions
with reference to the needs of the county, as 1 presume the report of

Colonel Ilynes will develop all the information you desire. I am here

subject to such disposal as you may deem proper to make of me, and
shall hold my position until relieved or overpowered by numbers, or

until my command is taken from me and my forces disbanded.
With sentiments of respect, I remain, general, your obedient serv

ant,
WM. E. MOBERLY.

Colonel, Command-ing.
General C. B. FISK,

Commanding District of Forth Missouri, Glasgow, Mo.

BRUNSWICK. Mo., September 27, 1804.

SIR: On the 3d of September, 18(&amp;gt;4, by order of Col. William E.

Moberly, I left Brunswick to take post at Keytesville with thirty-four

men, besides Lieutenant Pleyer and myself. Oil the oth of September
I received a dispatch from Colonel Moberly ordering me to send him

twenty-five men, with Lieutenant Pleyer, to Brunswick immediately.
Jn obedience to that order 1 sent Lieutenant Pleyer with fifteen men,
which was all 1 could possibly send. These men were kept away nearly
two weeks, and only returned two days before the surrender. When
Lieutenant Pleyer was absent with his squad I was left at Keytesville
with only nineteen men. I then sent some of my men out to notify
other members of the company who were at their homes in the county
to come into camp. I was not in camp when it surrendered, having
gone home on Sunday evening previous, the condition of my family

requiring my presence. I should have returned on the next day, but
was sick myself, and unable to travel. The next day (Tuesday) I

started for camp, but had not proceeded far before I heard that the

camp was taken about daylight, when I altered my course and reported
at Brunswick.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BERRY OWEX,

First Lieut., Comdg. Co. I, 35 tit Eccjt. .Enrolled Missouri Militia.

General C. B. FISK,

Commanding District of Forth Missouri.

[Inclosuro Xo. 3.]

Statement of Anthony Pleyer, who, being by me duly sworn, deposeth
and says :

I am a citizen of Chariton County, Mo.; my rank is second lieutenant

of Captain Rees company (I), Thirty-fifth Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Question. Were you on duty with a detachment of your company at

Keytesville, Mo., on the 20th day of September, 1804 f

Auswfr. Yes, sir.
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Question. By whose order?

Answer. Lieutenant Owen was placed there in command, and ho being absent
the command devolved upon. me.

Question. What orders did you have?

Answer. To command the post at Keytesville, to protect the neighborhood, and
defend the post against all attacks.

Question. State what occurred on the morning of the 20th day of

September, 1SG4, at Keytesville, Mo.

Answer. Between 7 and 8 o clock a tlag of truce was brought to me, with u demand
for the surrender of the post, stating that there were 250 men. under the command
of Major Thrailkill. who would burn the town and kill -all my soldiers if the demand
was not complied with, giving me fifteen minutes time to decide in, and granting
full protection to life and property if I should surrender. I asked Mr. Robert Car

man, sheriff of Chariton County, what I had better do. lie inquired upon what
conditions the surrender could be made, and upon being informed he replied &quot;wo

can do nothing with these men&quot; (meaning the guerrillas). I then marched my men
out of the court-house, and surrendered to Major Thrailkill, he giving each man a

parole.

COPY OF I AKOLE.

CIIAKITON COUNTY, Mo., September M, 1S64.

This is to certify that Lieutenant Pleyer and a detachment of Captain Owen s

company was captured by me, and put on parole of honor not to be broken on the

penalty of death.

By order of
JOHN THRAILKILL,

Major, Commanding ItccrititH.

(Copy of an almost illegible pencil scrawl, badly written, and worse

spelling
1

, now in the possession of Lieutenant Pleyer.)

Question. How many men did you surrender?

Answer. Thirty-live.

Question. How many men were there in the court-house lit to bear
arms when you surrendered?

Answer. Twenty-rive, all of whom would have obeyed an order to lire upon the

enemy if I had given one.

Question. What was said by Thrailkill when you surrendered ?

Answer. He said if we had fired a gun he could not have kept his men from burn

ing the last house in town and killing every man at the same time, pointing out to

me the notorious bushwhacker Todd. Todd remarked to me that I need not consider
him a Confederate oflicer, but that he was the bushwhacker Todd, and intended to

follow bushwhacking as long as he lived.

Question. How much ammunition did you have at the time?

Answer. About 1,300 rounds.

Question. Did you ever hear any of your men say that they would not

light bushwhackers or Confederate soldiers?

Answer. 1 did not. and believe they would all light.

Question. How many of your men went oft with the bushwhackers?

Answer. Seven.

A. PLEYER,
Second Lieut. Company I. :~&amp;gt;:~&amp;gt;th licyt. Enrolled Missouri Militia,

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of September, A. D.

18G4, at Brunswick, Mo.
D. ,\. 1IY]STES,

Lieut. Col. and Chief of Car., District of North Missouri.
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Report of Cupt. Georye A. Holloway, U. 8. Army, Assistant Adjutant-
General.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., October l

GENERAL: I have the honor to furnish for your information a few
facts concerning

1 the engagement at Glasgow, Mo., on the loth instant,
[ being present at the time and en route to rejoin you, as previously
ordered.
The force at Glasgow consisted of six companies of Forty-third Mis

souri Infantry, detachment of Companies B and M, Ninth Cavalry
Missouri State Militia; detachment of Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry;
detachment Fourth Provisional Itegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia,
arid two companies of citizen militia, numbering in the aggregate
about 550 men, indifferently armed, and under the command of Col.

Chester Harding, jr., Forty-third Missouri Infantry. The attack was
made from the south side of the river at about 5 a. in. with artillery,
which firing continued until about 1 p. in. This battery of four pieces
was supported by about 1,500 or 1,800 dismounted cavalry, using long-

range guns and operating principally as sharpshooters. Their especial
purpose appeared to be to prevent our forces from approaching the
steamer West Wind, lying at the levee, and to render it impossible for

us to cross and recross the streets running at right angles with the
river. Their sharpshooters were successful in killing 2 or 3 men,
wounding others, and shooting 1 or &quot;2 officers horses. Their shells

destroyed or injured such buildings as were in range, especially those
situated near a line of rifle-pits which had been hastily prepared by the
militia the day previous, and in which the militia forces were posted.
At about 7 a. in. Clark s division moved on us simultaneously from
the north and on the Boonville, Fayette, and Keytesville roads,

speedily dismounted and encircled the town, with their flanks resting
on the river. Three pieces of cannon were interspersed along their

line and in position to concentrate their fire upon the rifle-pit. Our
forces were posted as follows: The detachment of Thirteenth Missouri

Cavalry, commanded by Captain Mayo, on the extreme right; six com
panies of the Forty-third Missouri Infantry, Major Da vis commanding,
on the front and center, and detachment of Ninth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, under Captain Hunter, on the left, making an extended
line about one mile in length, with natural formation of the surface in

our favor. The enemy advanced, skirmishing along the entire line, and
in one or two instances undertook an assault, but were driven back to

the shelter of houses, fences, &c. The militia and citizens in the rifle-

pit aided materially in repellingthe assaults referred to. A detachment
of eighty-five men of Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, commanded
by Capt. S. A. Hunter, checked the advance of Lawther s entire regi
ment, on the extreme left, and held them at bay until the engagement
ended.
The line which was at first established had been forced back upon

the right and center gradually, until at 1 o clock the forces were sepa
rated by only the width of village lots, our boys sheltered by the front
fences and the enemy tiring from behind those in the rear. At this

juncture the enemy was observed to be concentrating for an advance
in force, which, had it been consummated, would have proved very dis

astrous to the tired and hungry men and a resistance avail little or

nothing. Eight hours of constant and determined lighting had passed ;



CHAP. LIU.] PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 431

the buildings containing ordnance, commissary, and quartermaster
stores had been fired; the steamer West Wind was disabled by shells;

every line of retreat was cut off, and every road covered by their artil

lery fire. Further resistance seemed futile to the officer in command,
who (after reviewing the condition and position of his command, and

obtaining intimations from the rebel commander that he wrould offer

honorable terms) consented to surrender the place upon the following

conditions, viz: The Federal troops to form line and move to a street

designated with arms and their colors flying; the private property of

both officers and men to remain in their possession : officers to retain

their side arms and citizens to be undisturbed either in person or prop
erty. Both officers and men had been under a constant fire for nearly

eight hours, and tlieir conduct apparently unexceptionable. Second
Lieut. George F. Simmonds, Sixty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, was
shot dead while leading a detachment of soldiers to a favorable position
for sharpshooting. He was absent from his command (proper) upon
sick leave, but volunteered to accompany Colonel Harding as his aide,
and after tendering his services was ordered to report to Colonel Hard
ing for orders and duty. Captain Steinmetz, commanding one of the

militia companies, was also killed. Captain Dusold, Company A, Forty-
third Missouri Infantry, was wounded in the head, but will doubtless

recover. The surgeon s report shows .S killed and 28 wounded. The

enemy s loss was much larger, several officers having been killed and

many officers and men wounded. The property lost consisted of arms
taken from our men and about 1,000 suits of cavalry clothing, which
had been temporarily left at the place by Major Curtis, aide-de-camp
to Major-General Curtis, commanding Department of Kansas. It was

impossible to get near this property, or it would have been burned with

other public- property. The enlisted men were paroled by calling their

names from the company books and administering the ordinary parole
oath. Officers were delivered a written parole signed by order of

Brig. Gen. J. B. Clark, commanding Confederate forces. General

Clark permitted us to proceed by any route we might select to the

Federal forces, and accordingly crossed us over the Missouri River.

We marched via Little Saline, Arrow Rock, and La Mine River to

Boonville, Many citizens and non-combatants joined us in our march
from rebel rule.

I must testify to the uniform, kind, and gentlemanly treatment we
received at the hands of the Confederate officers, among whom were

Brig. Gen. J. B. Clark, Brig. Gen. Joe Shelby, Colonels Greene, Quau-
trill, Jackman, Kitchen, Jeffers, Burbridge, Coleman, and Nichols, all

Missouriaus, and most of them subordinate to Major-General Marina-

duke.
JTo attempts were made to abandon the place either before or

after the attack, positive orders from General Rosecrans having been

received directing the garrison to remain there as assistance would

soon be given. Under the instructions received no alternative was
left but to fight whatever force might attack us, and to do the best pos
sible thing under the circumstances. Colonel Harding s report will

doubtless furnish full and official particulars and information.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully,
G. A. HOLLOWAY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General FISK,

Commanding District of North Missouri.
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No. 45.

Report of Lieut. Amos J. Harding, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Aide-de-

Camp.

SAINT JOSEPH, October is, 1864.

Ridgely, Platte County, Mo., was captured aud plundered by guer
rillas ou the night of the 10th. Smithville, Clay County, was burned
last night by same band Chiles . Soldiers just arrived at Westou
from Liberty report 500 rebels at Missouri City yesterday.

A. J. HARDING,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Capt. FRANK END.

(Care Col. J. V. Du Bois.)

No. 46.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Douglass, Missouri State Militia.

ROCHEPORT, September 2J, 1864.

Major Leonard with detachment of the Ninth Missouri State Militia

met seven of Anderson s men yesterday, killed 6 of them, captured 7

horses and 30 revolvers. Boone and Howard Counties are full of rebels.

I met them on every road from Mexico to this place.
J. B. DOUGLASS,

Brigadier-General.
General FISK, Glasgow.

RocilEPORT, September x?/. 1M-1.

Colonel Matthews escort of eighty men for baggage train was
surprised late yesterday evening seven miles northeast from this

place. Twelve of his men were killed on the ground and quite a num
ber are yet missing. The entire train, consisting of quartermaster and
commissary stores and all his ammunition, was captured. The rebels

were said to be commanded by the two Todds, Anderson, and Gooch,
numbering 300 men. On receiving news of the tight, I sent the First

Iowa and part of the Third Missouri to the scene of action. They
arrived in the night and remained on the ground, and Colonel Draper
having arrived I ordered him out at 3 o clock this morning with 250 men,
making the whole Federal force about 350. The rebels moved west into

Howard County toward the river. We are out of commissary supplies ;

send us some by first boat.

J. B. DOUGLASS,
Brigadier- General.

Brigadier-General FlSK.

FAYETTE, September ^J, 1M4 J-J a. m.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that 1 left Rocheport this

morning with 550 men, consisting of the First Iowa, Seventeenth Jlli

nois, Third and Ninth Missouri State Militia. After seeing your letter

to Colonel Matthews, in which you stated that you would leave Glasgow
and move toward Rocheport, I determined to remain here until I heard
from you, but later news received just befoie night, in which it was

reported that this place had been captured by Thrailkill, Todd,
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Anderson & Co., and was in their possession, I determined to move
early this morning with my entire force and give them battle; but on

my arrival here I was happily disappointed in the result of the engage
ment of yesterday, and from what little information I have been able

to gather up our troops acted bravely and well, losing 1 man killed and 2

wounded. There are five dead rebels on the ground besides others said

to be carried off. and quite a large number wounded. I will remain here
until I hear from you. unless I can learn of some movement of the rebels

which it is important to meet at once. I would be happy to receive

orders from you by return messenger. My command are anxious to

meet the enemy and get revenge for the wanton massacre of the Third
Missouri State Militia. Colonel Matthews should not be censured for

the disaster, as he had taken, as he thought, all necessary precautions
to insure its safe arrival, and on my arrival at Rocheport, and learning
from Colonel Matthews that his baggage train would be in that day, I

ordered him to send out thirty cavalry to meet them, and they had just
met them when the fight took place. The rebels burned all the train

except the commissary and ammunition wagons, which, strange to say,
were not destroyed, and we now have them in our possession. We lost

12 men killed, the bodies of whom have been found, and 3 negroes
(teamsters). All the soldiers were shot in the head, showing that they
had been murdered after being captured. Captain Roberts and Cap
tain McFaden are yet out, and fears are entertained that they have
been killed. I would like to have the fifty men of First Iowa Cavalry
tojoin me before leaving this part of the county.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. DOUGLASS,

.Brigadier- Genera I.

P. S. I have the pocketbook of Colonel Perkins, found on the battle

ground of the disaster to Third Missouri State Militia, and I am,

inclined to think he was mortally wounded.
J. B. I).,

Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK, Glasgow, Mo.

HDQRS. EIGHTH MIL. DIST., ENROLLED MISSOURI MIL.,
Columbia, Mo., December 12, 1864.

GENERAL : In answer to yours of the 8th instant requesting a report
from me of the number of casualties in the Enrolled Missouri Militia

under my command during the raid of Price in Missouri, I have the

honor to report that I have received no official report showing that

any of my command were killed during said raid. I had some 4 or 5

wounded in different skirmishes during the time Captain Fowkes,
captain Company C, Seventieth Enrolled Missouri Militia, surrendered
Paris on the loth of October. At the time of the surrender, he reports
55 men of his command and 10 of the Ninth Missouri State Militia.

Lieutenant Vance, with 0!) belonging to the Forty-sixth Enrolled Mis
souri Militia, I have been informed, surrendered at Glasgow, but of

this I have received no official report.
I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J.&quot; B. DOUGLASS,
Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. C. I&amp;gt;. FISK. Macon, Mo.

28 R R VOL XLl, I T I
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No. 47.

Report of Brig. Gen. James Craig, Missouri State Militia.

HDQRS. SEVENTH MILITARY DISTRICT OF MISSOURI,
Saint Joseph, December 14, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 8th instant calling- for a list of the killed, wounded, and
captured by the Enrolled Missouri Militia in my district. I regret that
the officers of the militia generally neglect to make written reports of
their scouts. In the tight in which Bill Anderson was defeated and
killed some of his men were killed by the Daviess and Kay County mi

litia, under Acting Lieutenant-Colonel Cox and Major Grimes. Major
Pace, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, at my request, took command of 100
Enrolled Missouri Militia, and had a tight in Clay County, in which he
killed 7 bushwhackers; and in an affair at Skinner s Bridge, in Platte,
his command killed 2 others, one of whom was a son of Kemp Woods.
Hart, a brother of the notorious Joe, was wounded and captured by a
scout sent out from Stewarts ville. The military prison of this city is

full of prisoners taken by the Enrolled Missouri Militia, who were cap
tured under circumstances which forbid their being shot as guerrillas;

they nearly all surrendered unarmed, and claim to have been con

scripted by Thornton, Thrailkill, Welden, or some other leader, and that

they each deserted at the tirst safe opportunity, and surrendered to the
nearest military commander of Union forces. Maj. E. S. Castle, jr.,

had a fight with the bushwhackers at Smith ville. Clay County; casual
ties not recollected, and no report on tile.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. CEAIG.

Lieut. W. T. CLARKE,
Aide-de-camp, Macon, Mo.

Report of Col. Chester Harding, Jr., Forty-third Missouri Infantry.

BENTON BARRACKS, November J2, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 5th day of October, 1864,
six companies (A, C, D, E, G, and II) of the Forty-third Infantry Mis
souri Volunteers were embarked under my command upon the steam
boat West Wind to proceed to Jefferson City by river, in pursuance of

orders from headquarters of the District of North Missouri. Accompa
nying me as passengers on their way to headquarters were Lieut. Col.

D. J. Hynes, chief of cavalry; Surg. F. G. Porter, medical director,
and Capt. G. A. Holloway, assistant adjutant- general upon the staff

of the general commanding the district, and Lieuts. J. A. Cotton and
I. H. Eldridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. Second Lieut.

George F. Simmonds, of the Sixty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, at his

own request, was ordered to report to me for duty during his leave of

absence, and up to the moment of his being killed in action rendered
me efficient service in responsible positions. At Fort Leavenworth

Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis sent the steam-boat Benton with us, under the

control of Maj. S. S. Curtis, of his staff, to remove Government stores

from Lexington to a place of safety, and kindly allowed me to transfer
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half my command to her. Notwithstanding this assistance we met
with frequent detentions by grounding on bars. The boats could not
run after dark. Arriving at Camden at night-fall the boats were landed

opposite the town. Guerrillas were reported to occupy Wellington,
seven miles below, and to be annoying citizens of Lexington. To clear

them away from the river-bank I took four companies ashore and
marched through Wellington to Lexington, distance fifteen miles,

reaching the city before daybreak, and there awaited the boats, which
came in a few hours afterward. The Government stores spoken of were
loaded upon the Benton by the post quartermaster, who placed his ser

geant in charge of them. On the llth of October, when near Bruns

wick, I learned that the town was occupied- by guerrillas and rebel

conscripts. We approached the place with caution, landed at the
mouth of Grand River, and a portion of the troops were taken ashore.
We found some forty or fifty of the enemy well posted in a strong log
and earth work. Our skirmishers, under Lieutenant Simmonds, fired

upon them, and they were said to have lost two men, who were carried
off by their comrades, mortally wounded. They mounted their horses,
left their fortifications without returning our fire, and fled- to the woods.
I feared that they would concentrate near the river-bank below us and
attack our boats. I therefore remained over night, mounted about
h fty men, and sent them to disperse any hostile bands which they
might meet. Only one small squad was reported to have been found.

Early the next morning we started for Glasgow, where the assistant

adjutant-general and myself both expected to receive orders from the

commanding general. We grounded near Cambridge and could not
start again until the afternoon of the 13th. While lying aground I

learned that Cambridge, a mile below us, was held by rebel conscripts
and Shelby s men to the number of about fifty. I also received a dis

patch from Captain Mayo, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, commanding
at Glasgow, stating that his communications were cut off and asking
for assistance. We ran by Cambridge without stopping, delivering
our fire into the town and the woods below it as we passed, scatter

ing the rebels, and arrived at Glasgow on the evening of the 13th with
out loss, excepting from disease.

I found that Captain Mayo had received orders from department
headquarters to hold the city. The officers and leading citizens whom
I met after landing, did not anticipate any attack other than from

irregular troops and conscripts who had gathered near Keytesville,
Roanoke, and Fayette. The garrison of the place, re-enforced by my
command, was considered ample to defend it, although before our
arrival considerable apprehension had been felt. Information had been
received that Price s main army was at Boonville, and that some of
his forces were at Arrow Rock, but it was further believed that he had
been routed at Jefferson City: that our troops were in close pursuit of

him; that he had no steam or other ferry boat with which to cross any
large body of men with or without artillery; and that another column
of our army was as high up as Rocheport, advancing on the north
bank of the river to intercept him and prevent the crossing, should he

attempt it. ISfo fears of an attack from Price s regular force had been
entertained. The danger was thought to lie in the concentration of con -

scripts and bushwhackers, in a body, greatly exceeding Captain Mayo s

small command, and then sweeping through the city for the sake of

plunder. It was supposed also that on the next day the telegraph line

to Allen could be repaired. As it would have been worse than useless to

attempt to pass Arrow Rock and Booiiville, when it was evident that
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we were no longer needed at Jefferson City, and as nothing seemed to

justify the abandonment of Glasgow, I determined to remain there. On
the morning of the 14th Captain Bingham. of the Saline County militia,

with eighty-five mounted men, was sent out to re-establish telegraphic
communications. He returned near night-fall, unsuccessful, having
encountered about 250 rebels on his way. On the same day, also,, the
Benton s cargo was unloaded and Major Curtis proceeded up the river

with her. In this bold undertaking I was very happy to hear that he
succeeded. He did not reach his destination without having to run
the gauntlet of the bushwhackers. Major Curtis, tlie master t)f the

boat, Captain Fechto, and his ofiicers and crew, are said to have exhib
ited the most determined courage on the trip. 1 wish here to return

my thanks to Major Curtis for his uniform readiness to perform all

that I asked of him, and for the willing assistance which lie gave me
on all occasions. The West Wind, in the opinion of her master, drew
too much water to venture to go with*the Benton, and was subsequently
disabled by the enemy s artillery, and later still, was burned by the
rebels at the levee at Glasgow. After making myself somewhat
acquainted with the ground, pickets were strengthened, the mounted
men being advanced from one to two miles on the different roads;
scouts were sent out and the battalion of the Forty-third was moved
into camp in a good position, between the Fluntsville plank road and
the Fayette road. In the evening I assumed command of the post, with
Lieut. I. II. Eldridge, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry (who had reported
to me for duty), as post-adjutant. The garrison consisted of 481 officers

and men of the Forty-third Missouri, Xinth Missouri State Militia,
Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, and Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, for duty,
and about 150 militia and citizens. The fighting force on the next day,
however, did not exceed 550 men, and we had no artillery. The Boon-
ville and Fayette roads both cross a creek which runs along the south
ern edge of the town, the bridges being a mile or more apart. The
plank road enters the town between that creek and another running
along the northern limits of the place. The Keytesville road and sev
eral others, including the Huntsville dirt road, converge and cross the
northern creek near the bank of the Missouri lliver; the houses of

the Messrs. Lewis are north of it on elevated ground. Captain Hunter,
with parts of Companies B and M, Xinth Missouri State Militia, were
stationed near the house of Mr. Ben. Lewis. Captain Mayo had charge
of the bridge on the Boonville road. A strong infantry picket reserve
was stationed at the bridge on the Fayette road, and the camp of the

Forty-third Missouri was about equi-distaiit from Captains Hunter and

Mayo, on a ridge between the Fayette and Huntsville plank roads.

The citizen guards and some of the milita were quartered in town.
At 5 o clock on the morning of the 15th the enemy opened upon the

town with two pieces, a 12-pounder and a 0-pounder, ritied, from the

opposite bank of the river. At the same time a scout came in and re

ported 900 men advancing from Keytesville. Sharpshooters were sent

to drive back the artillery, and the mounted pickets in the direction

of Keytesville were re-enforced, with instructions to skirmish back when
attacked. A lieutenant of Captain Bingham s company Saline County
independent militia was in charge of the picket. The sharpshooters
drove the enemy s guns back into the woods and they did not annoy us
much until later in the day. The lieutenant of the picket became in

danger of being cut off and escaped with forty men to Macon City.

Immediately after these arrangements were made one of the vedettes

on the Boouville road came in and reported the enemy advancing in
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heavy force. It was not long before the head of the column appeared.
The enemy deployed on the slope facing the creek south of the town
under and in front of two field pieces which were placed in position on
the crest of the heights. 1 sent Maj. B. K. Davis, of the Forty-third
Missouri Volunteers, with three companies of that regiment, to hold the
bank of the creek from the bridge en the Fayette road down toward

Captain Mayo. Captain Dusold, with his company (A, Forty-third),
was sent to re-enforce Captain Mayo; Captain Steinmetz, with a citizen

company, was ordered to take ground between Davis and Mayo. The
bridges had been made impassable by taking up the planks. Two
companies of the Forty-third were left in camp with skirmishers out.

Captain Hunter was a mile and a half north of the line thus formed
a,nd could not safely be withdrawn. The troops along the creek resisted

I lie passage of it manfully, but soon had to be ordered back, as the

enemy s force was so great that he was enabled not only to pass around
both Hanks, but to pour through the long intervals which necessarily
existed in the line. By this time a brigade which had passed to the

east of us was advancing upon my camp with one held gun, and the two

companies there were hotly engaged. Another large body, which after

ward proved to be Lawther s regiment, passed around still farther to

the east, intending to enter the town from the north. In attempting
this it fell in with the troops posted in the neighborhood of Mr. Lewis

place and was held in check by them all day. As these troops could
not be moved from their position without letting Lawther down upon
my left Hank and rear, and were so remote as not to be engaged with

any other portion of the enemy s army, no further mention need be made
of them than that they fought with much gallantry, and that to them
and their leaders, Cantain Hunter and his oflicers and Lieutenant El-

dridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, great praise is due for their

obstinate resistance. The line of defense, to which we fell back from
the creek, had for its right an elevation in town, around the crest of

which some slight rifle-pits had been constructed, and for its left a brick

school-house. About 800 yards north along the ridge between these

points are several brick and wooden buildings. The retreat to this line

was very slow, every possible opportunity being taken to retard the

enemy s progress. Adjt. Joseph Thompson, of the Forty-third Missouri

Volunteers, conducted the retreat of the two companies at my camp to

the left of the new position with skill and bravery, punishing the enemy
(Greene s brigade) very severely. Another company of the Forty-third
was sent to him. Lieutenant-Colonel Hynes assisted on the right and,
with Companies C and G (Captains Brown and Kirkham), Forty-third
Missouri, turned upon one of Jackman s regiments, charged and broke
it. Major Davis brought in and posted the center under a heavy tire

in good order. In fact, none of the volunteers were thrown into dis

order at any time, so far as my observation went.

During the morning a tlag of truce came to me from the enemy s

lines. It was borne by two citizens, who informed me that Brig. Gen.
John B. Clark, jr., was in command of the/forces in my front and on my
thinks, having about 4,000 men ; that Brigadier-General Shelby had his

division on the opposite side, and that a steam-boat was on its way up
to cross the river. As these gentlemen brought me no message from
the rebel commander I had no answer to send. The rifle-pits were

designed to hold about U50 men. To the east, southeast, and south

were houses which were occupied by the enemy as fast as their artil

lery drove us out of them, except those which we were able to burn.

The western face and the area inside of them, as well as the streets
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leading from the river eastward, were swept by Shelby s guns. These

guns also annoyed our men in the houses along the ridge clean to our
left flank. Every available shelter was taken by the enemy, and he

cautiously and slowly, but constantly, advanced his skirmishers to

points nearer to us, and when he had established them at any position
closed upon thejn until he had a heavy force within from thirty to fifty

yards of us all along our line and partly around our right. By noon 1

had become convinced that 1 could not hold the place if the enemy
chose to make an assault. My line was so thin that it could be pierced
anywhere and I could neither shelter nor re-enforce it; while to give
up any one position in it was to lose the whole. 1 tried in vain to find

one company even which could be spared to send in on the left. Every
man had been engaged for hours and every one was needed where he

was; at the same time J could see movements of the enemy forming
his lines on my flanks and front indicating his intention to make an as

sault. Clark s artillery too was moved up to short range so as to tell

upon the houses where we were sheltered; they would soon be unten
able. In this situation I consulted with some of the officers as to the

practicability of cutting our way out and finally abandoned the idea of

doing so and came to the conclusion to capitulate, if honorable terms
could be obtained, in order to save the lives of my men and of the citi

zens as well as to save the city itself, which would have been sacked
and destroyed had it been taken by assault. I ordered the public prop
erty destroyed. Maj. John li. Moore, commissary, Missouri State Militia,

burned his stores, amounting to about ,50,000 rations; but the quarter
master s stores on the levee (brought from Lexington) were captured by
the enemy. At 1.30 o clock i surrendered on the terms that the garri
son should march out with its arms and colors; officers to retain their

horses, side-arms, andprh
Tate property; the men to retain what private

property they had belonging to them; persons and private property of

citizens to be respected. After the arms were stacked the men were
sworn by a staff officer of General Clark not to take up arms against
the Confederate States during the war and not to give aid or comfort
to the enemies thereof. I was not consulted about this step. Paroles
were offered through me to the officers with me. I declined to give my
consent until I could refer to the orders of the War Department on the

subject. Captain Holloway had and produced the orders of 1863. He,
with Lieutenant-Colonel Hynes and myself, came to the conclusion
that under the second paragraph of General Orders, No. 49, series

1863, the paroles ottered us might be accepted and I so notified the

officers. After the surrender a steam ferry-boat arrived from below.
On the 16th the officers paroles were taken and we were permitted
to rejoin our men. We were all sent across the river under escort and
conducted to the La Mine Eiver on our way to the nearest Federal

post. We there met Captain Glaze, who had been sent by Brigadier-
General Fisk to relieve our escort and conduct us to Boonville, wrhere

he was. We were treated with courtesy and kindness by General
Clark and nearly all of his officers whom we came in contact with. 1

desire particularly to acknowledge the assiduous care which -Lieuten

ant Graves, of the Third (rebel) Missouri Volunteers, commanding our

escort, bestowed upon us and the good behavior of his men. Had they
been our own troops we could not have been better treated.

Maj. F. G. Porter, medical director District of North Missouri, took

charge of the hospital during the battle, with Dr. J. Q. Egelston, sur

geon Forty-third Missouri, and Doctor Todd, citizen of Brunswick, to

assist him. The two last were left in charge of the sick and wounded
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when the command started for our lines, assisted by the Rev. N. Alvord,
acting- chaplain of the Forty-third. They remained faithfully at their

posts alter the regular Confederate forces left, during the days when
Anderson and Jackman and their gangs ofmurderers and fiends had pos
session of the place and threatened the massacre of all who were in the
U. S. service. Neither the surgeons, the chaplain, nor any of the hos

pital nurses, or of the sick and wounded, was made prisoner or paroled
by the rebels, and on the other hand I learned that the surgeon and
assistants in their hospital extended protection to our people against
Anderson s men, and shared witli us such stores as they could procure.
Our loss was 11 killed and 32 wounded. That of the enemy was much
larger. His killed and mortally wounded on both sides of the river is

known to have been as many as 07, and his wounded exceeded 200,
according to the best accounts I have.

1 acknowledge with great pleasure the assistance rendered me by
Lieutenant-Colonel Hynes, Surgeon Porter, Major Moore, Captain Hol-

loway, and Lieutenants Cotton and Eldridge, who placed themselves
under my orders as soon as the engagement commenced and performed
their various duties with gallantry and skill under severe tire. Major
Moore s horse was shot under him. Second Lieutenant Simmonds,
Sixty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, was killed while leading some men
to an important position. He at all times exhibited unflinching energy
and bravery, and by his death the service has lost an officer who was a
credit to it. The officers and men of my original command and of the
former garrison of the place, with few exceptions, behaved extremely
well. I desire to call particular attention to the good conduct of Major
Davis and Adjutant Thompson, of the Forty-third, and of Captain
Mayo, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry. Lists of my killed and wounded
have been furnished.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHESTER HARDING, JR.,

Colonel Forty-third Missouri Volunteers,

Lieut. W. T. CLARKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of North Missouri.

A n D K x i) A .

List of killed and wounded in the action at Olast/ow, Mo., on the Ifith

of October, 1864*.

Forty-third Missouri Volunteers: Killed, 8; wounded, 26. Citizen

Guard, Glasgow: Killed, 2. Sixty-second IT. S. Colored Infantry: Killed,
1

; wounded, 6.

Immediately after the action there were missing of. the Forty-third
Missouri Volunteers, 1); Thirteenth Cavalry, 3; militia reported, 69.

No names of the militia can be furnished. They had no organization
under the law, but were independent companies. The missing men of
the Forty-third and the Thirteenth Missouri have since reported for

duty. Copies of this list have heretofore been sent to district com
mander, through Colonel Bonneville, to department headquarters, and
to the Adjutant-General at Washington.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHESTER HARDING, JR.,

Colonel Forty-third Missouri Volunteers.

* Nominal list omitted.
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper, Ninth Missouri Mate Militia

Cavalry.

FAYETTE, September 2~&amp;gt;,
1864.

GENERAL: We heard yesterday about noon that this place had been

captured by GOO bushwhackers under Qnantrill, but our horses had just
come in from running these .same scoundrels. From the direction they
took 1 had no idea that they contemplated an attack upon this place,
so I went back to Kocheport, after following- the trail until it ran out
from the scattering- of the rebels. The tight here was a most gallant
one on the part of the Ninth. 1 understood your instructions to me
were to take what men of Major Leonard s could be spared and move
on to Ilocheport. I acted accordingly. 1 do not know whether or not

you have had a detailed report of the tight here. The advance guard
of the rebels were all dressed in Federal uniform and were consequently
not suspected until they began tiring. The provost guard immediately
took post in the court-house and fought the whole command of villains

until they left for cam]). This gave the men time to rally on camp,
which was near the college building. They then went into that and
fought them until they got sick of it and left in a hurry, leaving ~t

dvad on the ground. They probably carried off some dead and many
wounded, as they pressed wagons, buggies, and carriages on the road
as far as we could hear from them.

1 congratulate myself on having command of such men as are in my
regiment, and hope that I may soon have them all together. General

Douglass is giving you such information as he has, so it is not neces

sary for me to repeat. I differ with him as to the number of them.
He thinks the principal force is below yet; 1 do not. i think they
were all here.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAN. M. DKAPEK,

L ieuten ant- Colo n el Nln tit .

[General FISK.J

STURGEON. September ~&amp;gt;f&amp;gt;,

1864.

After leaving Centralia on Tuesday the guerrillas fell back about
two miles to the timber, keeping pickets in view of the town. Major
Johnston was then following their trail with 150 men. He went to

where they were, and when he came in sight dismounted his men and
formed them in line, each man holding his own horse. The guerrillas
Avere moving toward him, but checked up at this, but soon came on a

charge. When 150 yards distant the major ordered his men to fire,

which they did, bringing the enemy to a halt. After the volley they
&amp;lt; ame on, and when witlrth 100 yards the men began to break, many of

them not tiring the second shot, and none of them more than that. It

then became a scene of murder and outrage at which the heart sickens.

Most of them were beaten over the head, seventeen of them were

scalped, and one man had his privates cut off and placed in his mouth.

Every man was shot in the head. One man had his nose cut off. One
hundred and fifty dead bodies have been found, including the twenty-
four taken from the train. I moved down to (Jeutralia yesterday, and
knowing that Douglass and Major King were somewhere in the country
toward which Anderson is supposed to have taken, 1 did not follow.
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I endeavored in every way to find out their whereabouts, but have not
been able to hear of them since they went into that country. Ander
son was at least thirty hours ahead of me wTheu I got to Ceutralia, and
1 knew he must turn back or cross the river before 1 could get to him.
I came back here, after ordering the citizens to bury the eighty-five
bodies left at Centralia, as this was the best point at which to get infor

mation from the country. Colonel Stauber sent out scouts this after

noon, which have not yet returned, to ascertain the cause of firing-

heard by citizens of the country south of this. The party has orders
not to tight, but get information. As soon as it returns 1 will give
results.

DAN. M. DRAPER,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Brigadier-General FTSK.

Xo. HI).

lieport of Maj. Hinun HiUianl, tir.-flenteenth Tllinoix Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS Srn -DISTRICT.or THE PLATTE,
Weston, M&amp;lt;&amp;gt;., December

&amp;lt;s,

1864.

GENERAL: 1 have the honor to submit a report agreeable to your
requirement under date December 2, 18(i4.

Since the 1st day of August, 1864, the date of my command leaving
Saint Joseph, Mo., up to present date, and in all the skirmishes had
with the, enemy, none of my command have, been killed and none
wounded by shot. Charles \V. Voder, of A Company, Seventeenth
Illinois Cavalry, was severely beaten about the head by a blow from a
rirle in the hands of one of Lieutenant Gordon s gang, but has since

entirely recovered, and one, man, Sergt. Henry Harrington, of A Com
pany, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, sustained a fracture of the clavicle

by the falling of his horse while engaged with the same gang.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. BILLIARD,
Major, Commanding Detachment tierenteeittli Illinois Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,
Commanding District of Forth

No. 51.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thaddeux J. titauber. Forty-second Mixxour-i In

fantry.

STURGEON, September 2-i, 186 L

One hundred of the Third Missouri State Militia were, attacked yes
terday eight miles north of Rocheport and routed by Bill Anderson at

the head of 300 guerrillas. Third lost all their company and quarter
master teams and camp equipage, ammunition, and headquarters books
and papers, and medical stores, and took thirty prisoners, mostly foot

men. Eleven got into this post about 1-J o clock last night. The men
were under command of Captain McFaden, who has not yet been heard
from. I am mounting the men as rapidly as they can get horses.

T. J. STAUBER,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding.

General FISK.
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Report of Lieut. Col. Xamiiel P. To./ 1

, Thirty-third Infantry Enrolled
Missouri Militia.

HDQRS. THIRTY-THIRD REGT. ENROLLED MISSOURI MIL.,
h ichwond, Mo., October 27, 1SC&amp;gt;4.

DEAR SIR: We have the honor to report the result of our expedition
on yesterday against the notorious bush whacker, William T. Anderson,
and his forces, near Albany, in the southwest corner of this county
(Hay).

Learning his whereabouts we struck camp on yesterday morning and
made a forced march and came in contact with their pickets about a
mile this side of Albany; drove them in and through Albany and into
the .woods beyond. AVe dismounted our men in the town, threw our

infantry force into the woods beyond, sending a cavalry advance who
engaged the, enemy and fell back, when Anderson and his fiendish gang,
about 300 strong, raised tlte Indian yell and came in full speed upon
our lines, shooting and yelling as they came. Our lines held their posi
tion without a break. The notorious bushwhacker, Anderson, and one
of his men, supposed to be Captain Rains, son of (leneral Rains, charged
through our lines. Anderson was killed and fell some tifty steps in our

rear, receiving two balls in the side of the head. Rains made his escape
and their forces retreated in full speed, being completely routed; our

cavalry pursued them some ten miles, rinding the road strewn with
blood for miles. \Ve hear of them scattered in various directions,
some considerable, force of them making their way toward Richfield, in

Clay County. \Ve captured on Anderson private papers and orders
from General Price that identify him beyond a doubt.

1 have the honor to report that my officers and men conducted them
selves well and fought bravely on the field. We had 4 men wounded;
lost none. The forces of my command consisted of a portion of Major
Grimes

,
of Ray County, Fifty-first Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia,

and a portion of the Thirty-third Enrolled Missouri Militia, from
Daviess and Caldwell Counties.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. COX,

TAeut. Col., Comtla. Thirty-third Iiegt. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

General CRAIG.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Edward A. Kiitzner. Thirty-ninth Missouri In

fantry.

MACON, September 2

Major Johnston attacked Anderson at Centralia this afternoon.
Our forces are cut to pieces and Major Johnston supposed to be
killed. Major Johnston had parts of two companies probably LOO
men. Captain Smith supposed to be killed. Rebels have 000 or 700

men.
E. A. KUTZNER,

Colonel, d e.

General FISK.
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HDQRS. THIRTY-NINTH EEGT. INFTY. MISSOURI VOLS.,
Macon, Mo., /September 29, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that detachments of Companies
A, G, and H of this regiment, under the command of Maj. A. V. E.

Johnston, left Paris, Mo., at 10 p. m. on the 2(&amp;gt;th instant, marched dur

ing the night, and about 7 o clock on the morning of the 27th instant

struck a trail which was supposed to be that of Anderson s guerrillas.
The command followed said trail to Central ia, where information was
received that Anderson had burned the depot and two trains on the

North Missouri Railroad, and murdered 24 soldiers, who were return

ing to their homes. The major determined at once to attack the enemy,
and, sending a dispatch to (Sturgeon for re-enforcements and leaving

Captain Theis with thirty-tin ee men in the town, marched with 125

of his command one mile and a half in a southeasterly direction,

when, discovering the guerrillas, formed his line of battle and dis

mounted his men. About the time the order was executed Anderson

charged with his whole force, a part of which had been concealed by a
hollow in the prairie. Our forces had but time to h re one volley, when-
the enemy from his great superiority of numbers and arms broke

through the line, completely surrounding the troops, giving no quarter
and mutilating bodies. Captain Theis, hearing Major Johnston was
killed and his command cut to pieces, ordered a retreat, and succeeded
in saving eighteen out of the thirty-three men left in the town.

I have to deplore the loss of the brave and chivalrous Maj. A. V. E.

Johnston, Capt. J. A. Smith, an officer of much merit, and the gal
lant soldiers who fell on this bloody field.

Herewith inclosed please find return of the killed, wounded, and

missing.
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
ED. A. KTJTZXER,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. G. A. HOLLOWAY,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Dist. of North Missouri.

[Inclosnre.]

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing in the Thirty-ninth Regiment
Infantry Missouri Volunteers, at Centralia, Mo., /September 27, 1864*

Recapitulation : Killed, 2 officers, 114 enlisted men; wounded, 2

enlisted men; missing, &amp;lt;&amp;gt; enlisted men; total, 124.

I certify that the above is a correct return of the. killed, wounded,
and missing in the Thirty-ninth Regiment Infantry Missouri Volun

teers, at the engagement at Centralia, Mo., September 27, 1864.

THOS. C. TRIPLER,
First Lieut, and Adjt., Thirty-ninth Regt. Infty. Missouri Vols.

Report of Maj. George Dcagle, Sixty-fifth Infantry Unrolled Missouri
Militia.

CARROLLTON, Mo., December 4, 1864.

COLONEL: I respectfully submit the following report of the surren
der of my command at Carrollton, Mo., on the 17th of October, 1864:

On the morning of the 17th my pickets that had been on duty the

night before on the road north of town came in from their post without

* Nominal list ouiitted.
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having been relieved. As soon as I ascertained the fact of the picket
having left their post I ordered out new pickets, but before they had
gone out to their posts the rebels made their appearance in force on the
north side of the town. I got my men in line as soon as possible and
sent Captain Beaty out to ascertain who they were, lie came back
with the information that they were Confederates and that they
demanded an unconditional surrender of the town. Avith but fifteen

minutes time to consider. I then rode out and met one of their officers.

He made the same demand of me, telling me that they were regular
Confederates, of Shelby s brigade, and that they had the artillery

planted to shell the place in case of refusal. 1 then rode back to my
men and ordered them to remain in line and be ready for battle. About
this time my pickets came in from the south side of town and reported
200 at the Wakenda bridge, south of town. I then rode back and met
the Confederate officer, and the demand tor surrender was renewed.
He told me that they had (K)0 men north of town. 1 refused to make
an unconditional surrender, telling him that I would light them as long-
as I had a man left rather than surrender under such terms. The rebel
officer then went back to their command and held a consultation with
the officers and came back to me, and 1 agreed to make the surrender
under the following conditions: First, my entire command, officers and
men, were to be paroled in Carrollton. Mo., and allowed to go to their
homes and receive protection against bushwhackers so long as the Con
federates should remain in the country, and the.officers to retain their
horses and side-arms. Second, all private property was to remain
unmolested, and no private citizen was to be arrested or maltreated in

any wp.y whatever. These were the terms of surrender. 1 thought 1

was greatly outnumbered and was short of ammunition, and seeing no

prospect of re-enforcements I thought I was doing the best for my men
that could be done under the circumstances.

After agreeing upon the terms, my men grounded their arms, and
the rebels took possession of the town. The men were marched into

the court-house and placed under guard and the officers were taken to

headquarters and paroled, each signing a written obligation not to

bear arms against the Confederate States until legally exchanged.
Each officer then received a written parole signed by J. C. Cravens,
signing himself major and paroling officer C. S. Army. I then insisted

on the commanding officer to have my men paroled immediately as

agreed upon. He replied that since taking a second thought it had
occurred to his recollection that owing to a late agreement between the
two Governments the men could not be legally paroled except at the

brigade headquarters, and that he should have to take them as pris
oners of war to Waverly, Mo. At that place he said that General

Shelby had his headquarters, and as soon as they reached that place
the men should be paroled without fail. They violated their agree
ment in many instances. In the first by not paroling these men as

agreed upon. Nearly all the officers lost their horses and side-arms.

The town was plundered of everything they could carry off. Captain
Beaty was arrested (after having been paroled) on the charge of hav
ing killed a Colonel Peery of the Confederate army, and two other com
missioned officers, one of whom was said to have been a brother of

Captain Williams, the man that had Captain Beaty arrested. They
took Captain Beaty to their camp that night and kept him under

guard until next morning, when they relieved him. They then marched
the prisoners in the direction of Brunswick. 1 went with them to try to

have the prisoners paroled as early as possible. They crossed the Mis-
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souri Kiver at Brunswick and went to Waverly. Not finding Shelby
there, they told me that they should have to take the prisoners with
them until they came to Shelby s brigade. They traveled about two
miles when a halt was made, and there seemed to be considerable
excitement among them. I asked Major Cravens the cause and he told

me that they were cut off from the Confederate army. At this time

Captain (or Colonel) Williams rode back to me and said that he had
just received orders from Shelby to parole all the prisoners captured at
CaiTollton. The prisoners were then drawn up in line and their names
t aken. They were then sworn not to bear arms until legally exchanged.
The rebel officer then made me sign the obligation for my men, after

which they were released, except the six F. Addison, William Silkey,
.Joel Trotter, Alexander Stanley, Joseph Street, and John Street. I

demanded the release of these men also. Williams said he had charges
against them for which he would hold them and give them a fair trial

(the charges he said were the same as against Captain Beaty). If they
were found guilty of violating the rules of war they would be punished;
if not they would be escorted to the Federal lines and released. I

afterward learned that Williams gave them up to one of Anderson s

men and that they were shot. Their bodies have since been found and
identified. They were shot and buried near the place where I left

them.
At the time the rebels came into the town I had but about 160 men

fit for duty and was short of ammunition. At the time that I took
command of the post at this place there was no ammunition on hand.
1 sent to you twice for ammunition and received a box each time, but
about half of that had been used by the men on scouts and picket duty,
lender these circumstances and not seeing any prospect of re-enforce
ments i thought best to surrender.

I have the honor to remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant.

GEORGE DEAGLE,
Major tiixty-fifth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Col. J. II. SHANKLIN,
Commanding /Sub-District of Chillicothc.

Xo. oo.

of Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr., ( . *S . Army, commanding Dis
trict of Saint Louis.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT Louis DISTRICT,
fin hit Louis, October 20, IM-i.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 24th of

September the major general commanding, having learned that Price s

army had entered the department by way of Poplar Bluffs and Bloom-

field, ordered me to take a brigade of the Second Division, Sixteenth

Army Corps, which was then at Jefferson Barracks, and patrol and
garrison the Iron Mountain Railroad, reporting to Maj. Gen. A. J.

Smith, who was to follow next day with the other brigades of the divis

ion. At I)e Soto, leaving the rest of the brigade to await further
orders from General Smith, I went on with the Fourteenth Iowa In

fantry, strengthening the garrisons at all the bridges and making tem

porary headquarters at Mineral i oiut. From each station where there
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was cavalry I sent scouting parties east and south, which returned by
Monday moring-, reporting no enemy north of Fredericktown. They
brought, however, apparently credible rumors that Price was at Fred
ericktown with all his army. At 10 Monday morning I took Companies
B, C, D, E, and H, Fourteenth Lowa Infantry, under Captain Campbell,
and went to Pilot Knob. Maj. flames Wilson, Third Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, then commanded the Third Sub-District of this district,

with headquarters at that post. lie had- under orders withdrawn his

outposts from Patterson, Centreville, Fredericktown, and Farmington,
and collected at Pilot Knob all the available force of his sub-district,

except bridge guards. The force there present consisted of Companies
A, F, E, G-, H, and I, Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry, and Captain Lind

say s company, Fiftieth Missouri Infantry, which were raw troops, with
an aggregate of 489 officers and men for duty, and Companies A, C, D,
H, I, and K, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry; Company L, Second
Missouri State Militia Cavalry; Company G, First Missouri State
Militia Infantry, and Captain Montgomery s battery, which, with the
detachment of the Fourteenth Iowa, made an aggregate of old troops
for duty of 5G2. My instructions from Major-General Kosecrans were
to have Major Wilson endeavor to hold Pilot Knob against any mere
detachment of the enemy, but to evacuate if Price s main army should
move against it. The village of Pilot Knob, which is the terminus of

the railroad and the depot for supply of the lower outposts, is eighty-
six miles south of Saint Louis. It lies in a plain of about 1,000 acres,
encircled by Cedar and Hock Mountains on the north, Pilot Knob on
the east, and Shepherd s Mountain, stretching around the valley, on the
south and west. Each hill is from 500 to iOO feet in height, and rises

abruptly from the valley, with the sides toward it covered with rocks,

gnarled oaks, and undergrowth. The southern and western slopes of

Shepherd s Mountain are accessible, and several-roads lead over them
to &quot; the coalings&quot; on its summit. Stout s Creek flows along the base of

Shepherd s Mountain and through a gap between it and Pilot Knob into

a larger valley of several thousands of acres, encircled by a chain of

hills, in the northern end of which and about a mile from the town of

Pilot Knob is the flourishing village of Ironton. Through this gap
runs the road from Pilot Knob to Fredericktown, passing out of the

larger valley by the
&quot;Shut-in,&quot;

a gap four miles southeast of Pilot

Knob. The two valleys are called Arcadia.
Fort Davidson is a hexagonal work, mounting four 32-pounder siege

guns and three 24-pounder howitzers en barbette. It lies about 300

yards from the base of the knob and 1,000 from the gap. From the
fort to the remotest summit of these hills visible from it is not over

1,200 yards, while all parts of the hill-sides toward the fort, except the
west end of Shepherd s Mountain, are in musket-range. The fort was

always conceded to be indefensible against any large army having serv

iceable artillery. Early last summer I sent competent engineers to

select another site, but such are the difficulties of the position no prac
ticable place could be found anymore defensible. L therefore had the

roads leading up the hills obstructed, cleared the nearest hill sides of

timber, and put the fort in a thorough state of defense by deepening
the ditches, strengthening the parapet, and adding two rifle-pits lead

ing north and south, commanding the best approaches. On reaching
Pilot Knob at noon of Monday, September 2G, I found scouting parties
had been sent the night before on all the main roads, but that the party
sent toward Fredericktown had returned after going but six or eight
miles. 1 forthwith sent two companies to make a thorough recoimais-
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sauce toward Fredericktown, and a small scouting party under Captain
Powers to cross the roads leading from the south to that place, and
learn of the loyal people on them as much as possible as to the force of
the enemy. Both commands met Price s advance in Arcadia Valley,
near Shut-in Gap, and were forced back into the town of Ironton, where,
with Captain Dinger s company, Forty-seventh Missouri, then on duty
there, they made a stand. I re-enforced them with the detachment of
the Fourteenth Iowa, Captain Campbell commanding, and a section of

Montgomery s battery, Lieutenant Simonton commanding, and all my
available cavalry, placing the whole under command of Major Wilson,
with orders to drive the enemy, if possible, through Shut-in Gap. He
drove them to the gap, but was unable to hold them there, and was
being forced back gradually when night and a rain-storm suspended the

engagement. By midnight it was evident that the enemy were in strong
force, as their column could be heard coming into the valley in steady
procession, and their encampment grew extensive. We still did not
know positively that Price s main army was there, though all our infor
mation was decidedly to that effect. But the advantages of delaying
the enemy two or three days in his march northward and of making a
stubborn fight before retreating were so great, even though the defense
should be unsuccessful and much of the garrison be lost, that I resolved
to stand fast and take the chances. I immediately forwarded up the
railroad all the quartermaster and commissary stores not needed in the

fort, and all the rolling-stock, and started the quartermaster s wagons
empty. Details were set at work constructing in the fort six platformed
barbettes for the field artillery, four pieces of which were taken into it.

Lieut. David Murphy, Forty-seventh Missouri Volunteers, a most gal
lant officer and experienced artillerist, was assigned to duty on my staff

as aide-de-camp and given general control of the artillery. Major-Geu-
eral Smith, whose immediate command was at De Soto and Mineral

Point, was kept fully advised by telegraph of my information, move
ments, and purposes, until 11 o clock Tuesday forenoon, when the line

went down.
At daylight Tuesday the enemy forced Wilson back through Arcadia

Valley to the gap between Shepherd s Mountain and Pilot Knob. While
they were trying to force the gap I ordered the detachment of the
Fourteenth Iowa to take position on the east end of Shepherd s Moun
tain, and ordered Wilson to fall back with his cavalry along the side of
Pilot Knob, thus commanding the gap from both sides and opening a
clear range from the fort. Wilson soon sent me word that the enemy were
displaying a flag of truce. I knew it was a trick to effect a safe passage
of the gap while parleying about a surrender, and therefore ordered him
to renew the iight at once. A long and obstinate struggle followed in
which the enemy lost considerably in an unsuccessful effort to pass
the defile. During an hour of comparative quiet which followed they
threw a force around Shepherd s Mountain and approached from the

west, but that approach was too greatly exposed and they were driven
from it by our artillery, aided by two companies of skirmishers. An
hour more and my troops were summarily ejected from the points com
manding the gap, the enemy following them along the hill-sides in

strong force. When they had well advanced we, opened on them with all

our guns and drove them back in disorder and with heavy loss. We
retook the gap, were again forced from it, and again with artillery drove
them from the hill-sides. They got two pieces in position on the east end
of Shepherd s Mountain commanding a part of the side of Pilot Knob,
which, being equally commanded from the fort became neutral ground.
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We still held with skirmishers the sides of Shepherd s Mountain except*
the gap, and the side of Pilot Knob not raked by their artillery. Aftei
an hour of lull, lines of the enemy were seen at exposed points on the
summits of the two hills moving down; and almost before we could

open tire on them another white flag was raised on a rock near the simu
mit of Shepherd s Mountain where a group of officers had been taking*
observationsunder shelter. With the opening of a brisk cannonade oi

the group the Hag was hauled down. The design was plainly to sus^

pend the tiring so that their forces might approach to the assault in

safety. I now ordered into the fort the sectiwn of artillery operating
outside, but the horses stampeded and could not be got in. The sec
tion remained under cover of our lire, however, and was brought in

before dark. Here the enemy opened on us with two guns from the
summit of Shepherd s Mountain at about 800 yards, and two fro in the
side at a less distance. The guns were well covered and we could not
silence them, the two nearest getting and keeping our range exactly.
The division on Shepherd s Mountain was Marmaduke s, which, on the
withdrawal of the white flag and the opening of their artillery, moved
rapidly down to the assault, his line greatly broken by the rugged and
steep descent, and by our fire, which told with marked effect upon them.
On reaching the plain the most of the assaulting force took cover in

the deep bed of the creek, from which they opened and kept up an
incessant tire. About 100 ventured on to the assault but fell or were
driven back before they reached the ditch. Almost simultaneously with
the movement of Marmaduke s division, that of General Fagan moved
over Pilot Knob in stronger force, and less disturbed by our tire sweep
ing back in disorder or cutting off our companies which held the town
and part of the mountain sides. His lines were greatly broken by the
houses and fences of the skirt of the town, but were hastily reformed by
him and by General Cabell, who led the assault, and swept upon the

plain in handsome style, yelling and on the double-quick. We opened
on them when at GOO yards from the fort with musketry from the ram
parts and from the long line of the north rifle-pits, and with canister
from seven pieces of artillery. They rushed on most gallantly, but were
broken, confused, and swept down by our rapid and well-directed tire

until the advance reached the ditch, when the attacking forces fled in

dismay, leaving apparently almost half their comrades dead or wounded
on the plain. Pending the assaults the enemy threw a large cavalry
force around the west end of Shepherd s Mountain to occupy the road
north of us to Mineral Point. As they moved along the base of Cedar
Mountain just after the last assault was repulsed, a sortie was made
from the north ditch by which they were routed and lost considerably.
A half hour of ineffective musketry and artillery tiring ended the

engagement witli the approach of night.
An examination of prisoners that evening convinced me that Price

was there with about 12,000 men and ten pieces of artillery, Shelby s

division with eight pieces having gone from Fredericktown to Farm-

ington. I had found myself unable with my force intact to hold the
mountain sides so as to prevent his planting artillery there. My com
mand was now reduced one-fourth in effective strength, as I had lost 75

killed and wounded and in our possession, and double that number
missing. I knew that the next morning the enemy having possession
of the mountain tops and sides would place all his artillery in position
to command the fort, which would make it certainly untenable. That

morning, at the time when telegraphic communication ended, two infan

try regiments of Major-General Smith s command were at Minera I Point,
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twenty-three miles north of us, and four miles east of Potosi. 1 thought
they were probably there still and that by getting- a good start we could
effect a junction with them and fall back or stand as the movement and
force or the enemy might permit. I therefore determined to evacuate
that night. The chief danger was that the preparations for the retreat

might be observed and the garrison cut to pieces or captured in the
confusion incident to the exit. The works of the iron company at the
north base of Pilot Knob had been tired by the enemy and the immense
pile of charcoal adjacent to the works glowed and named all night, mak
ing the valley as light as noonday. Moreover, i learned Colonel Slay-
back s command held the Mineral Point road just north of the town,
leaving the Potosi road the only exit not certainly in the possession of
the enemy. But, with all its dangers, the policy of retreat was clearly
best, and preparations for it began at midnight. I had Colonel Fletcher

arrange for having the magazine (which was large and tilled with

every variety of ammunition) blown up in two hours after we left, or
as soon as our exit should be discovered by the enemy. We took pos
session of the town and valley and drove from them all straggling
rebels. The garrison was then aroused, knapsacks packed, haversacks,
and cartridge-boxes well supplied and everything destructible, which
we could not take away and the enemy might use, placed near or on
the magazine. At 3 o clock Colonel Fletcher silently led the infantry
out of the sally port around the ditch, and through the north rifle-pit,

forming them under cover of a deep shadow at the end of the pit. The
drawbridge was then covered with tents to muffle the sound, and the

cavalry and battery marching out formed column with the infantry and
took a by-way to the Potosi road. We left Slayback s camp on our

right and another rebel camp near the road on our left, both unapprised
of our movement. The body of the rebel army was at Ironton and think

ing us sufficiently hemmed in were busy making fascines and scaling lad
ders foranassaultinthemorniug. They even lailed to take thehintwhen
the magazine, an hour before daylight, shook the hills with its explosion.
At sunrise I started Captain Hills, Tenth Kansas, acting aide-de-camp,
with ten men to Mineral Point to acquaint the command there of my
approach and request it to march and join me. On starting, they, with
our advance, fell upon about twenty-rive rebels in the town of Caledonia
and routed them, killing one. We then learned that our forces had fallen

back from Mineral Point and that Shelby had taken Potosi the even

ing before, and I therefore at once left the Potosi road and took that

through Webster toward Kolla.
I afterward learned that after his repulse Tuesday Price ordered

Shelby s division down from Potosi to Pilot Knob, to take part in a
second attack, ami that the squad we routed at Caledonia was Shelby s

advance. lie waited several hours with his division to give us battle

two miles north of Caledonia, thus giving us a good start on the Web
ster road before pursuing. Marinadnke s division lelt Pilot Knob at 8

that morning to overtake us and joined Shelby in the pursuit at Cale
donia. At sundown we reached Webster, thirty-one miles from Pilot

Knob, and rested until midnight. From information received there I

determined to go to Harrison, Leasburg, .on the southwest branch of the
Pacific Railroad, because part of Colonel Warmoth s militia regimentwas
there, but especially because the road to Holla was one on which we
could be easily surrounded by a superior cavalry force, while that to

Harrison led nearly all the way along a sharp spur of theOzark range,
separating the waters of the Iln/.za and the Courtois, and through the

gorge of the Huzza, walled in with untraversable cliffs, to Kolla was
2&amp;lt;J R R VOL XLI, PT i
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fifty-five miles, to Harrison thirty-five. I here sent Captain Hills, with
ten men in advance, to Franklin with instructions to telegraph thence
to the major-general commanding at Saint Louis and to General McNeil
at Holla of our movements and to arrange means for securing our safe
and speedy withdrawal from Harrison to Holla or Saint Louis.
The night was intensely dark and stormy and we groped our way

with great effort and little progress. We had just reached the ridge at

8 Thursday morning, when the enemy charged on our rear guard and
drove it upon the column. 1 placed the detachment of the Fourteenth
Iowa Infantry, Company H, Forty-seventh Missouri, Companies C, D,
and K, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry, and Lieutenant Smiley s

section of artillery, in the rear, all under the command of Major Williams,
Tenth Kansas, acting aide-de-camp, and, with occasional halts to rake
the woods with grape and canister, we made a good and successful

march, the enemy almost constantly engaged with our rear guard, but
unable to break through or tiauk it until we came within four miles of
Harrison. There the road debouches on a high sweep of gently rolling
woodland and from that out we fought hard for every step we gained.
The refugees, men, women, and children, white and black, who clung
to the command, nearly sacrificed it by their panics. I had to throw
out the available fighting force, infantry and cavalry, as advance and
rear guard and flankers, leaving in the body of the column the

affrighted non-combatants, and two sections of artillery not often

brought into action on the retreat. Hepeated and stubborn efforts were
made to bring us to a stand, and could they have forced a halt of an
hour they would have enveloped and taken us, but our halts, though
frequent, were brief, and were only to unlimber the artillery, stagger
the pursuers with a few rounds, and move on. We reached Harrison

just after dark, having made the inarch of sixty-six miles in thirty-
nine hours. We found Warmoth s militia gone. This station is thirty-
five miles from Holla, forty-five from Franklin, and eighty-two from
Saint Louis. The position is naturally strong, being on the crest of a

ridge, with no timber to obstruct the range for 200 yards on either side.

A cut for the railroad track gave shelter for the horses. A large num
ber of -ties were there, of which the militia had made breast- works, and
the adjacent buildings were well situated for purposes of defense. My
command had just time to form and the artillery to unlimber, when an
assault was made, but aided by darkness and our rude defenses we
repulsed it. Just then the eastern train arrived with military stores

for Holla, and cars enough to move my command. We got the com
mand aboard and were about to start for Saint Louis, with the cavalry
and artillery horses moving on a parallel road, when the nearest sta

tions north and south of us were seen in flames. The command was
at once taken off the cars and the night spent in fortifying.
At daybreak Friday the enemy appeared in force and prepared

apparently for an assault. They kept up a demonstration through the

day, accompanied with a heavy fire of skirmishers, which was well

replied to from our defenses. Having less than thirty rounds to the,

gun we used our artillery but little, reserving it for the moment of

assault, or the emergencies of a farther retreat. The day passed in

instant expectation of an attack in force and in unremitting labor on
the defenses, which were extended and strengthened, so they grew
formidable. Friday night another assault was repulsed and the night

passed in snatches of rest, amid hourly and most harassing alarms.

Hearing nothing of re-enforcements I at midnight dispatched a citizen

messenger to Holla to ask help from there, and Lieutenant-Colonel
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Maupin to Franklin, to advise the general commanding of my condition

and to endeavor to bring some mounted militia from Franklin County to

my aid if nothing better could be done, my now total want of service

able cavalry and the exhausted condition of my infantry having made
a farther retreat an extremely hazardous undertaking. The citizen got
to Holla, but Lieutenant-Colonel Maupin and Captain Schenck, and
Lieutenant Fletcher, who accompanied him, could not accomplish their

errand and barely escaped capture. Saturday morning the enemy
appeared in increased force, thoroughly reconnoitered our position, and
made every disposition for assault, but the forenoon passed in an inces

sant lire with their skirmishers and constant expectation of an attack
in force. I think our thorough readiness and plain purpose to tight it

out made him feel we would cost more than our worth. He drew off

at 2 p. in. and at 4 Lieutenant-Colonel Beveridge, Seventeenth Illinois

Cavalry, with 500 men of his command, came to our rescue from Gen
eral McNeil at Eolla. Strong cavalry pickets were at once posted on
four roads occupied by the enemy north of our encampment, and were

pushed out more than a mile. At midnight, leaving a hundred men to

occupy Harrison and re-enforce the pickets if necessary, and to destroy
the few stores left in the train unissued, I withdrew my command and
marched for Rolla. On arriving at Saint James, twelve miles from

Holla, at noon Sunday, the infantry were sent to that post by railroad.

Next day I turned over my infantry and cavalry, worn out with toil

and watching, to General McNeil, to garrison Holla, whereupon he
marched with his cavalry and that of General Sauboru and my battery
to the defense of Jefferson City. Tuesday I got an escort of forty men
and passing in the rear of the enemy reached Saint Louis with the
members of my staff Wednesday night.
Our loss at Pilot Knob was about 200 killed, wounded, and missing,

and in the several engagements on the retreat to Rolla about 150. Of
the missing the most were cut oft in detachments and escaped capture,
so that our actual loss was about 150 killed and wounded, and 50 cap
tured and paroled. Among our severely wounded were Lieut. Smith

Thompson, Fourteenth Iowa; Lieut. John Fessler, First Infantry Mis
souri State Militia, and Lieut. John Bradeu, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry,
since dead; Maj. James Wilson, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia,
after being wounded was captured on Pilot Knob, and subsequently witli

six of his gallant men was brutally murdered by order of a rebel field

officer of the day. The rebel loss at Pilot Knob, killed and wounded,
exceeded 1,500, as is shown by the inclosed letter of T. W. Johnson, sur

geon in charge of our hospital there, and also by corroborative testimony
gathered since our reoccupation of the post. In the rebel hospital at

Ironton, on the 12th instant, we found Colonel Thomas, chief of Gen
eral Fagan s staff

,
3 majors, 7 captains, 12 lieutenants, and 204 enlisted

men, representing seventeen regiments and four batteries, all danger
ously and nearly all mortally wounded. The rest of the rebel wounded
who were not able to follow the army were sent south by General Price,
under escort of Colonel Rains regiment. As to the loss of the enemy
in the pursuit and at Harrison 1 have no knowledge.
To the officers commanding the several detachments, to wit, Col.

Thomas C. Fletcher, Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry; Capt. William J.

Campbell, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry; Capt. William C. F. Montgomery,
Second Missouri Artillery; Lieut. John Fessler, First Infantry Missouri
State Militia; Capt. Robert L. Lindsav. Fiftieth Missouri Infantry;
Capt. A. P. Wright, Second Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and also
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to Maj. H. H. &quot;Williams, Tenth Kansas; Capt. Charles S. Hills, Tenth
Kansas; Capt. H. B. Milks, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia;
Lieut. David Murphy, Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry, and Surg. S.

D. Carpenter, of my stall
,
I am indebted for an intelligent and thorough

discharge of duty which contributed largely to our success. Nearly
an hundred citizens of Pilot Knob and Ironton (among whom were
General McCormiek, Colonel Lindsay, Captain Leeper, Major Emerson,
and other well known gentlemen), organized and commanded by Capt.
P. F. Lonergan, First Infantry Missouri State Militia, fought and
worked well. A colored man named Charles Thurston, organized and
commanded a company of negroes, who eagerly bore their share of
labor and danger. I owe it to the cherished memory of Major Wilson,
to add in conclusion an honorable mention of his name, not only be
cause of the nerve and skill with which for two days preceding the
assault he embarrassed and delayed the overwhelming forces of the

enemy, but also because of his long and useful service in this district

unblemished by a fault.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
THOMAS EWING, JR.,

Brigadier- Genera L
Col. J. V. Du Bois,

Chief of Staff, Headquarters Dept. of the Missouri.

ADDENDA.

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI,
No. 181). \ Saint Louis, Mo., October (i, LS61.

With pride and pleasure the commanding general notices the gallant
conduct of Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr., and his command, in the
defense of Pilot Knob, and in the subsequent retreat to Rolla. With
scarcely 1,000 effective men they repulsed the attacks of Price s invad

ing army, and successfully retreated with their battery a distance of
100 miles, in the face of a pursuing and assailing cavalry force of five,

times their number. Such conduct deserves imitation, particularly
when contrasted with the cowardly conduct of the troops at Osage
bridge. The general commanding presents his hearty thanks and con

gratulations to Col. Thomas C. Fletcher, Forty-seventh Missouri Vol

unteers; Maj. James Wilson, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia;

Capt. Hubert L. Lindsay, Fiftieth Missouri Volunteers; Capt. William
J. Campbell, Company K, Fourteenth Iowa Volunteers; Capt. W. C. F.

Montgomery, Second Missouri Artillery; Capt. A. P. Wright, Second

Cavalry Missouri State Militia; Lieut. John Fessler, First Infantry
Missouri State Militia, and the officers and men under their command.
They have deserved well of their country. The general commanding
desires also publicly to recognize the courage and efficiency of Lieut.

Col. Amos W. Maupin, Forty-seventh Missouri Volunteers; Maj. LI. H.

Williams, Tenth Kansas Volunteers; Capt. Charles S. Hills, Tenth
Kansas Volunteers; Capt. H. B. Milks, Third Cavalry Missouri State

Militia; Capt. P. F. Louergan, First Infantry Missouri State Militia;

and First Lieut. David Murphy, adjutant Forty-seventh Missouri Vol
unteers. Under such commanders Federal troops should always march
to victory.

By command of Major-General Rosecrans:
FRANK ENO,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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No. 50.

Reports of Acty. Asst. Sure/. Thomas W. Johnson, U. S. Army.

IRONTON, Mo., December 10, 186L
SIR: I have the honor to forward the following list of killed and

&amp;gt;vounded in the fight of September 27, 18G4, at Pilot Knob, Mo.*
T. W. JOHNSON,

Acting Assistant Surf/eon, U. /S . Army.
Surg. S. I). CARPENTER, IT. S. Volunteers,

Medical Director.

PILOT KNOB, December 10, 1864.

GENERAL : The following men were killed September 27, lS64.t Be
sides these 7 [f] killed and 12 mortally wounded there were 40 others
with lesser wounds whose names I sent you to-day. In addition to this

J. L. Harris, private, Company C, Third Missouri State Militia, and
liobert Summers, private, Company A, Third Missouri State Militia,
were killed at Leasburg, September . 50, 1804. This list comprises all

the casualties which I have any record of.

Yours,
T. W. JOHNSON,

Act-hit/ Assistant Surgeon.
Brigadier-General KWING.

No. 57.

Reports of JAeiit. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 22, 1864.

The rebels attacked Captain Sells two or three times this morning.
The last attack was made near Sikeston. Sells formed his men in line,
and opened on them with howitzers. When the rebels attacked, Sells
was forced to burn his train between the Castor and Whitewater. He
was at Benton with his forces this evening, and will be in during the

night. This was about 10 o clock in the morning. They did not make
their appearance again, and he marched here unmolested. His loss is

. { killed, 7 wounded, and some 10 missing reports killing 20. The
rebels had one 2-pounder gun. Captain Sells informs me that while he
was lighting with musketry he heard cannon firing at Bloomfield, and
from the sound and distance judges the guns to be 12-pounders. The
force that marched on Bloomfield was commanded by Colonels Jeffers,
Kitchen, and Major Parrott, 1.500 strong. Sells reports some C,000
men marching toward Chalk Bluff from Gainesville.

H. M. HILLEE.
Brigadier-General EWING.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 14 enlisted men and 8 citizens killed and -12 enlisted
men and 5 citi/ens wounded.

t Nominal list (omitted) shows 4 enlisted men and 2 citizens killed and 10 enlisted
men and 2 citizens wounded.
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CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 2i, 1SGL

My picket force at Jackson was attacked and driven in about sun
down this evening at Whitewater bridge, on Blooinneld road. Fell
back at 4 p. in. on account of large rebel force crossing above them.
The Lieutenant in charge reports that from the best information he
could get there were 5,000 rebels approaching this way.

II. M. HILLER,
Lieutenant- Colonel.

Brigadier-General EWTNG.

Xo. 58.

Report of Capt. Adolph Tackc, Enrolled Missouri Militia.

CAPE GIRARDEAU. September 30, 1$(&amp;gt;-1.

In accordance with orders received from you I proceeded on Satur

day, 24th instant, with a, guard of twenty-five men, to Jackson, to take
command of the place, observe the movements of the enemy, and hold
the place if possible. In pursuance thereof I have the honor to report
to you as follows :

I arrived at 5.30 p. m. and placed pickets on the roads leading to

Jackson immediately, and while preparing supper for the. balance of

the men, a party of William L. .letters rebel command, comprising some
150 to 200 mounted men, came upon us in lull gallop, shouting and
shooting into the place, on the main road on approaching town. They
came from the direction of Bloomtield, up the bottom road leading into

the main road about MOO or 400 yards from the court-house at Jack
son. Their advance guard being dressed in Federal uniform were
mistaken by my pickets for a party of our own men. several scouts hav
ing gone out tlie same day in that as well as other directions. With
the few men I had left I made all possible resistance. We dischaiged
our shotguns at them, killing 1 of their men and wounding 1 lieutenant
and 1 private, also killing 2 of their horses and 1 mule. I lost 1 man
killed, 1 wounded, and S missing; lost 21 horses and accouterments,
and about 18 guns and accouterments. Seeing further resistance from
us against such an unequal force useless, and to avoid capture of the

whole party, 1 managed to make my escape to Cape Girardeau with the
balance of my command.

ADOLPir TACKE.
Capt., Comdn. Co. Six M^onths J o/.s., Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Lieut. Col. II. M. HILLER,
Commanding Second Sub- District of Saint Louis.

Xo. 59.

Reports of Maj. James Wilson. Third M^issonri State Militia Cavalry.

PILOT KNOB, Mo., September 20, 1SGI.

The scout sent out according to your order, about eighty in number,
\vere surrounded at Ponder s Mill, on Little Black River, and all but
ten were either captured or killed. They report -the rebels in large

force, and say that Price was reported to be at Poeahontas.
JAMES WILSON,

Major, Comman ding.
General EWTNG-,

Comm andiny District.
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PILOT KNOB, September 20, 186-i.

Lieutenant Pape, who was in command of the scout, has returned to

Patterson with fifty more men. He says there were not more than

4,000 or 5,000 rebels in the fight. The report that Price was at Poca-

hontas was got from rebel wounded on the field. He places no confi

dence in the report. Bell was entirely surrounded, and had to charge
through the rebels. He escaped them. Thinks they are moving in this

direction.
JAMES WILSON,

Major , Commanding.
Brigadier-General

No. CO.

Reports of Maj. Samuel Montgomery, Birth Missouri Cavalry.

HDQRS. SECOND BATTLN., SIXTH CAV. MISSOURI YOLS.,
Victoria, Mo., October 5, 186-L

COLONEL: In obedience to your instructions of the 3d instant I

called in all of my command except the scout under Capt. 11. D. Rus
sell, and left Meramec bridge at 7 a. in. to-day. After marching six

miles I met Captain Russell and party returning, who reports the result

of his expedition as follows, viz: Captain Russell left Meramec bridge

early on the morning of the 3d instant with thirty men, with instruc

tions to march in the direction of Richwoods. He stopped for the night
twelve miles from Richwoods, and resuming the inarch next morning
before sunrise, when within about four miles of that place met several

paroled Federal prisoners who belonged to the Potosi militia, and who
were on their return home via Richwoods. They informed me that they
left Price s headquarters Sunday morning, eight miles northwest of

Union, and that Price s army was marching in the direction of Jeffer

son City, and was in such a hurry that he did not have time to parole
all the prisoners. Captain Russell was informed by these men that

there were three rebels at the next house. He sent five men after them
;

killed 2 and took 1 prisoner. One of the men that was killed stated

that he had deserted the militia and joined the rebels, and was instantly
shot by Lieutenant Smith. The one taken prisoner belongs to the Third
Missouri (rebel) Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Greene. They pushed
rapidly forward about a mile and met another party eighty strong.

Charged and drove them in confusion three miles beyond Richwoods,

killing 10, seriously wounding their captain and several others, cap
tured 3 prisoners, all of whom belong to Marmaduke s command.
About thirty threw down (heir arms and fled. The men went in like

they were charging a McClellan meeting. One of the prisoners who
seems to be well posted states that Colonel Coffee is at Fredericktown

recruiting. He also states that there was a force of 300 under Doug
lass at Potosi, who were under orders to march that day to join the

main force beyond L nion. There is a rebel force reported at Tyler s

Mills, on Big River, grinding. Number not known.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAML. MONTGOMERY,
Major, Com tig. Second Battalion, Sixth Car. Missouri Vols.

Col. J. H. BAKER,
Commanding Post Saint Louis, Saint Louis, Mo.



456 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LTII.

HDQRS. SECOND BATTLN., SIXTH CAV. MISSOURI VOLS.,
De Soto, Mo., October 8, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I left camp at this place
at 5 p. m. on the 6th instant, with 200 men, for Potosi. After proceed
ing about ten miles learned there Avas a party of rebels between Law-
son and Cadet Stations. I changed my course and marched for Cadet
Station, which had not been burned as reported to me, but the stores
were robbed and Mr. Marr carried off a conscript. I took their trail

from that place and followed them to Tyler s Mills, on Big River, where
I found a camp of 300 under Dick Berryman and the notorious Sam.
Hilderbrand. Attacked their camp, scattering them in confusion in

all directions, killing 21
;
number of wounded unknown; took 1 pris

oner, belonging to Marmaduke s division, and recaptured Mr. Marr,
who is a brother of Capt. James Marr, of the First Missouri Artillery.

My loss, 1 man severely,wounded through the breast. A portion of
the party were the same that were driven from Riehwoods on the morn
ing of the 4th instant by Captain Russell. They had with them eleven
who were wounded at that place. There was a large number of the
citizens of that. neighborhood present who were on very intimate and
friendly terms with the rebels, still they were loud in their professions
of loyalty upon our arrival. Prominent among them was a Mr. Simms,
who has been buying horses for the Government for the past year; also

Judge Hansom. I followed them to within eight miles of Farmington,
when they became, so scattered I could pursue them no farther. I

learned there was no force at either Farmington or Pilot Knob, except
hospital attendants at the latter place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. MONTGOMERY,

Major, Comdg. Second Battalion, Xi.vth Cav. Missouri \ ol*.

Col. J. II. BAKER,
Commanding Post tiaint Lonis, tiaint /.on IN, Mo.

HDQRS. SECOND BATTLN., SIXTH CAV. MISSOURI VOLS.,
Bcntou Barracks, near tiaint Louis, Mo., December 11, 1861.

CAPTAIN: In compliance with your verbal instructions I have the
honor to report that in obedience to Special Orders, No. 87, headquarters
Military Division of West Mississippi, dated New Orleans, La., August
G, 1804, received through intermediate headquarters, I marched with

my command from Pilot Knob, Mo., on the Kith of August. Arriving
at Saint Louis on the 10th. I reported to the commanding officer Saint

Louis District and was ordered by him to report to Col. J. II. Baker,

commanding post Saint Louis, who ordered me to Cam]) Gamble. I

had a quantity of unserviceable arms and horses which it was necessary
for me to dispose of before my departure for the Department of the

Gulf. The property was duly inspected and ordered turned over by the

proper officers. This being done I forwarded requisitions for new, but
did not succeed in getting the order for horses for nearly one month.
In the meantime my command was constantly on duty in the city with
the exception of a detachment of twenty-five men at Meramec bridge.
On the afternoon of the 2d of October, in compliance with instructions

from Colonel Baker, I marched to Meramec bridge with thirty men,
with directions to send a scout to Richwoods. The next day the

remainder of my command joined me at the bridge with instructions
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from Major-General Pleasonton, through Colonel Baker, for me to move
to Pilot Knob, Mo., via Victoria or De Soto. On the 20th of October I

received orders from General Ewing to return at once to Saint Louis.

I was at that time at Pilot Knob. Arrived at Benton Barracks on the

25th. On the 26th received orders from General Ewing to proceed
immediately by steam-boat up the Mississippi River to Cap-au-Gris,
Lincoln County, Mo., and endeavor to overtake and destroy the Con
federate bands of Wood and J)orsey. For want of transportation I

took with me only 158 men. and landed according to directions on the

morning of the 27th. On the 2i)th arrived at Wentzville, Mo., and com
municated by telegraph with General Ewing, who instructed me to

return immediately to Saint Louis without something special ottered for

me to do. At 10 o clock that night I received a telegram from the com
manding ollicer at Saint Charles that the bushwhackers had captured
a train of cars on the North Missouri Railroad by running the engine
into a ditch some twenty-three miles above. I immediately marched to

where the depredations had been committed: reached the place early
next morning. I pursued them to within ten miles of Hermann, where

they turned off the road in a northern direction. I continued on to Her
mann and crossed the river with my command. After which 1 received

a telegram from General Ewing directing me to pursue the enemy if

there was any prospect of catching them. I considered the prospect so

unfavorable that I did not recross the river, but directed Captain Kirby
to march to Saint Louis as rapidly as possible while I took the cars and

reported in person to General Ewing, who ordered me to march to War-
reuton with the remainder of my command which was left back at

Benton Barracks, also ordered Captain Kirby to join meat that place as

soon as possible. On the 12th of November was ordered to iienton Bar
racks by General Ewing to report to him upon arrival for the purpose of

complying with Special Orders, No. 87, headquarters Military Division
of West Mississippi. While at YVarrenton 1 requested of district head

quarters that a board of survey be appointed for the purpose of examin

ing a number of saddles which had been drawn at Saint Louis Arsenal
in September, 1804, and which were entirely worthless. The board was
ordered as soon as my command returned to the Barracks, but! did not

get the report for twelve days. Also a number of horses, all that had
been rode with the new saddles, had become unserviceable by reason
of sore backs, and it was necessary to have them inspected and con

demned, as 1 could not transfer them without it. I have not yet received

the report of the inspecting officer, which I am now waiting for in order
to dispose of my unserviceable property, and make requisitions for new.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

SAML. MONTGOMERY,
Major, Comdy. tftcond J&amp;gt;att&amp;lt;ilio)i, Mi.rth Cur. M^isxoitri To/.s.

(apt. FRANK ENO,
Aunt. Adjt. Gen-., D&amp;lt;pt. of the Mitmouri. tin hit l^oidx. Mo.

No. 01.

Report of Lieut. iSamucl R. Kellcy, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

IRONTON, Mo., October ,&?, 186-L

SIR: F, in command of a detachment of forty men of the Third
and Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry, left Pilot Knob, Mo., on the
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ITtli instant. Moved in the direction of Lesterville; killed several

guerrillas on the way there. Crossed Black Eiver to Logan s Creek
;

moved down it to Carter s Mill; then came up to Colonel Pollock, who
was in command of some fifty rebels. They tired heavy for some min
utes, then broke to run. We pursued them for some two miles, shoot

ing one down every now and then. They lied in all directions, with a
loss of 9 killed on the ground. I returned to Ironton, Mo., on the even

ing of the 21st instant, having killed 10. Turned over to the quarter
master six horses. No loss on our part.

Major, I am, your obedient servant,
SAML. R. KELLEY,

First Lieut. Company L, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Major MONTGOMERY,
Commanding Post, Pilot Knob, Mo.

No. 02.

Report of Capt. William C. F. Montgomery, Battery IT, Second Missouri

Light Artillery.

IIDQRS. BATTERY FI, SECOND MISSOURI LIGHT ARTY.,
November J 1, 18G-L

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 21st of September F

received orders from headquarters Saint Louis, Mo., to march to IMlot

Knob and report to the commanding officer at that post for duty.
Tuesday evening, 5 o clock, 1 started from Saint Louis, Mo., to Pilot

Knob, Mo., on the evening train. On the morning of the 22d 1 reached
the above-named place and was directed by Major Wilson, command
ing oflicer of the post, to select a suitable camp for my battery, which
was done in a short time. At that time we had flying reports con

cerning the movements of the rebel army. At retreat on the 2- 5d I

was ordered by Major Wilson to have my battery ready for action at

a moment s warning. At tattoo I had the horses harnessed and hitched,
cannoneers and drivers at their posts. We had the same order and
acted likewise the two following nights. At 1 p. m. Sunday, Septem
ber 25, the pickets. ran in and reported the enemy advancing rapidly
in strong force on the Fredericktown road. I gave orders to harness
and hitch, which was done inside of ten minutes, all ready for action.

This proved to be a false alarm. The horses remained harnessed

through the night. Next morning, September 20, the rebels were dis

covered in small force advancing on Arcadia, two miles southwest of

Ironton. Brigadier-General Ewing arrived at 1 p. m.; assumed com
mand of the forces at Pilot Knob. Major Wilson was ordered with
the cavalry and one section of my battery, Lieutenant Simonton in

command. The section remained in the front till 10 p. m., when it

returned to the fort with the other two sections. We immediately
set to work constructing platforms for the remaining four guns. Tues
day, September 27, at 3 a. m., Lieutenant Simonton was again ordered
to the front with his section, the other guns being mounted ready for

action. Our force was soon driven in. The section under Lieutenant
Simonton took position on the north side of the fort. The enemy then

opened tire on us from the east end of Shepherd s Mountain with two
large guns, 12-pounder Napoleons. We tired occasional shots from the
fort to silence their guns and drive them from the sides of the moun-
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tain, where they were trying- to form lines of battle. About 2 p. m.
27th the enemy succeeded in mounting two guns on the top of Shepherd s

Mountain, where it was little trouble to get our exact range. They
fired one guu from that position. We then opened on them with seven

pieces from the fort. The charge was then made by the enemy. Lieu
tenant Simonton then opened fire on their lines advancing from the
side of Shepherd s Mountain, scattering and breaking their lines suc

cessively, the four guns inside doing excellent firing with shell until

the rebels charged within 150 yards. We then used canister, double

charge. The enemy s lines came within thirty paces of the fort. Lieu
tenant Simonton held his position, doing excellent service, until the

enemy were within sixty yards of the fort. He was then ordered
inside. Just as the lead team of the right piece reached the gate the two
lead horses were shot down, \roundinp; the driver, blocked up the gap
so they were unable to get the section inside. The lieutenant ordered
all the men to take care of themselves. The men all came in except
one, who was captured. The horses then were beginning to stampede,
when I ordered them to shoot the horses with their revolvers. They
were soon disabled so they could not take any carriages away. These
men then used their pistols and muskets until the battle was nearly
over, when they cut the horses loose and brought in some of the guns
and some of the horses. During the charge 1 lost in killed 1 sergeant,
Isaiah 15. West, and 3 privates, viz, E. F. Hall, .lames M. Lee, William
l \ Lee. \Ve had 3 men accidentally burned and 3 wounded, but none of
them seriously; will all soon recover. At sunset the firing ceased and
the wounded were, taken to the hospital and the dead properly cared
for. During the engagement 1 lost 40 horses killed and Bounded.
That night at 12 o clock (leneral living ordered me to fill the limber

chests of the pieces, select the best horses, leave the caissons, and get
ready to march immediately. We were soon ready to march; we drew
the caissons near the magazine where they would likely be blown up,
leaving KM) rounds of ammunition in them that we could not carry.
At 3 a. ni. Wednesday, September 28, we silently drove out, taking
with us all the horses and mounted cannoneers on them. We marched
thirty-one miles that day, stopped at Webster, rested till midnight, when
we started, feeling our way in the darkness of the night, raining and
blowing so it was a difficult matter to travel. We then had thirty-five
miles to march to Leasburg on the Pacific Railroad. At 8 a. m. the
rebels attacked our rear guard, driving it in. Lieutenant Simonton
formed his section in the road ready for action, but the enemy never
came in sight. We marched three miles farther and we were again
attacked from both sides and from the rear. We formed the battery in

the edge of the field, firing lively from two sections, driving the rebels
all out of sight. We then marched within three miles of Leasburg,
when we were again attacked. Wo formed the battery on the hill-side,

fireda few shots from Lieutenant Simonton s section; we again marched
for Leasburg, infantry in line of battle.

l&amp;gt;y
this means we kept them

back till we reached the station, where we formed our line and took up
quarters for the night; sheltered the horses in the ditch by the track.

-By this time it was dark, and the rebels still firing at us from the brush
;

there was no time lost in preparing breast-works to shelter the infantry,
who were so worn out that they were unable to march farther. At 9

p. m. the train came in from Saint Louis. We were ordered to dismount
. the guns and load them into the cars. The pieces, carriages, and harness
were soon loaded. J5y this time it was discovered that the road was
cut above and below. We could do nothing more for a move, so we
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commenced to unload and mount the guns again and made the necessary
preparations for a morning attack. At 10 a. in. the enemy came in

sight but made no assault except skirmishing, which they kept up con

tinually. At 12 p. m. we started for Holla, Mo. ;
reached that place the

same evening. October 5 I was ordered to report to General McNeil;
started with his command for the defense of Jefferson City. I left one
section and the worn-out men and horses at Eolla, [under] Lieutenant
Sirnonton. After a fatiguing march of two days and a half we reached
Jefferson City. When we arrived the rebels were crossing the Osage
liiver nine miles out; we took a position, but the enemy never came
inside the lines. October 8 1 was ordered to send one section with a
division of cavalry, commanded by General Sanborn, in pursuit of the

enemy. Lieutenant Smiley was sent with his section; next morning he
was in an engagement near liussellville, the same evening at California,
Mo. Next day near Boonville, October 10, I was ordered to the front
with a cavalry brigadecommanded by Colonel Catherwood. We arrived
at California that evening at 4.30 o clock. The same night at 7 o clock
we were ordered forward twelve miles to Pisgah, on the Boonville

road; next morning we joined General Sanborn s division, marched
twelve miles on the Boonville road, where we learned the enemy was
in full retreat toward Lexington. We then marched for Georgetown,
Mo., distance thirty-three miles; arrived there next day, October ]2, at
1 ]). in. We then marched fifteen miles on the Lexington road. On the
15th we fell back to 1&amp;gt; hickwater [on] Georgetown road. On the 17th
marched to Kirkpatrick s Mill with one section; sent Lieutenant Smiley
to Sedalia with the other. October 18 marched at 2 a. in. for Lexing
ton, stopped at sunset eight miles southwest of the town, then marched
at 7 o clock for the city. Drove the enemy s pickets from town, killing
and capturing a number of them. That night we lay by the horses till

day, when we again renewed the march for independence. October 22
we reached the Little Blue liiver, where we found the bridge burned.
Assisted by the cavalry we went to work and constructed a temporary
bridge to effect a crossing with the horses and artillery. By this time
our advance was skirmishing with the enemy s rear guard. The bat

tery was soon across the stream and on the march on double-quick for

two or three miles, when we found the&quot; rebels had fallen back to the
suburbs of the city, where they soon opened fire on us with two pieces
of artillery. I took position then with one section of my battery, tired

twelve rounds, when they began to retreat. Lieutenant Smiley then

reported to me with his section, which was immediately sent to the
front with Colonel Winslow s cavalry brigade, Sixteenth Army Corps.
At 9 p. m. I was ordered out from Independence, with General McNeil s

brigade, on the Little Santa Fe road. Xext morning at 5 o clock the

battle opened on the Big Blue. Lieutenant Smiley was in action from
8 to 11 a. m. October 23, using canister most of the time. Our brigade
was formed on the left of the road, and I tired into the enemy s retreat

ing column as they passed, with good effect.

October 24 we marched for Fort Scott, Kans., in pursuit of the enemy.
We traveled fifty-six miles to the Marais des Cygnea River, in Kan

sas, by 2 a. m. October 25; drove the rebel pickets at 3 o clock in the

morning; Colonel Gravely s regiment had the advance. Lieutenant

Smiley, tiring several shots with his section; captured one piece of

artillery on the bank of the Marais des Cygnes liiver. The enemy
then formed a line of battle on the Osage River. Lieutenant Smiley
moved his section forward and participated in the engagement, using
double charge of canister. They then moved forward to the top of the
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ridge, two miles farther, in the advance, and tired several shots at their

retreating columns. 1 moved forward at a trot, which we kept up for

seven miles, where the enemy was again formed and our cavalry driv

ing them in a line of battle. We opened tire with the entire battery,
breaking their lines lirst on the right, then on the left, then right cen

ter, when they formed column and retreated. By this time night came
on, the horses were giving out. unable to travel farther. We were then
ordered to Fort Scott for supplies, as we had not fed for thirty-six hours,
and had no rations for three days except one hard cracker to the man.
October 27, at 4 oVlock in the morning, Lieutenant Smiley s section
was ordered out with General Sanborn s brigade to the front, marching
in two days eighty-six miles. Arrived at Newtouia and took part in
the battle at that place, tiring twenty-two rounds. October 28 I was
ordered to Warrensburg, forming part of the escort of prisoners, artil

lery, and other property captured by the cavalry division commanded
by ^Major-General Pleasouton from the Confederate army commanded
by Major-General Price, a distance of ninety- five miles. I was then
ordered to Saint Louis, Mo., by way of Jefferson City. Lieutenant
Smiley also to Saint Louis by way of Springfield and liolla. Arrived
in the city on the Dth with all my guns, seventy head of horses. Left

my caissons in Fort Davidson, Pilot Knob, Mo., by order of Brigadier-
General Ewing. My battery wagons, traveling forge, and transporta
tion wagon, eighteen mules and fifteen head of horses were captured
near Potosi, the 27th of September. 1804.

Traveling in all over 1,200 miles, expended 1,700 rounds of ammuni
tion; took part in ten different battles.

My loss is as follows: 4 men killed, 3 wounded. 3 accidentally burned,
10 captured, i&amp;gt; missing; 25 horses killed, 30 wounded, 15 captured, 10
worn out and abandoned on the road.

L am. colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. C. F. MONTGOMERY,

Commanding Hattery H, Second Missouri Liqht Artillery.
Col. K COLE,

Chief of Artillery, Department of the Missouri.

^O. ()).

Report of Br nj. (icn. i&quot;&amp;lt;lirar&amp;lt;( (. . / Mr, Enrolled Missouri Militia, com
manding First Military District.

HDQRS. FIRST MIL. DIST.. ENROLLED MISSOTRI MIL.,
Xaint Louis, November , , Itftil.

L have the honor to submit, the following report of operations of the
militia under my command (luring thirty-seven days from September
25 to October 31, inclusive:
Pursuant to orders from State headquarters on the 25th of Septem

ber, I ordered all the militia of the First District Enrolled Missouri Mili

tia, consisting of three companies of cavalry and thirteen regiments of

infantry, to parade at Camp Sheridan on the 26th for active service.
The call was responded to with great unanimity on the part of those
men who remained liable to military duty, but finding most of my
regiments mere skeletons from the operations of a law of this State
that allows freedom from military duty by payment of a small sum of

money, 1 was obliged to order the consolidation of companies ami regi-
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ments, thus reducing the regiments to six and eight companies and
the number of regiments to ten, aggregating 4,500 inen, which I funned
into three brigades, as follows: The First Regiment, Col. W. 1*. Fenn;
Second Eegiment, Col. E. Stafford: Eightieth liegiment, Col. L. J.

Rankin; Eighty-fifth Regiment, Col.W. J. A. Smith, forming the First

Brigade, numbering in the aggregate 1,750 men, to be commanded by
Brig. Gen. Madison Miller, who was ordered to proceed without delay
with his command and dispose of it so as to effectually protect the

bridges and fords of the Meramec. Immediately after issuing the
above to General Miller he was detached from my command and lias

since reported directly to district headquarters United States. The
Second Brigade consisted of the Third Eegiment, Colonel Yahl-

kainp; Sixth Regiment, Col. T. Niederwciser
;
Tenth Regiment, Col.

H. Hildebrand, commanded by Brig. Gen. C. D. Wolff; aggregate,

1,200 men. TLve .Third Brigade consisted of the National Guard of

Saint Louis, Lieut. Col. W. B. Parker; Eleventh Regiment, Lieut. Col.

E. Beekmau; Thirteenth Regiment, Col. J. B. Marcy, commanded by
Brig. Gen. George F. Meyers; aggregate, 1,500 men.
Pursuant to orders from district headquarters the three companies of

cavalry commanded by Maj. F. Walter were ordered to encamp at Fort
No. (i, and report to Col. J. II. Baker, commanding post Saint Louis.

On Friday, the 30th of September, the necessary equipments for the
Second and Third Brigades having been received and the division

fully organized, the, three companies of cavalry having reported back,
I broke camp and with six regiments of infantry and three companies
of cavalry took up the line of march at 1 p. in. October 1 along the

turnpike to Laclede, where at 7 p. m. I encamped and immediately
reported to Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, at Kirkwood. for orders. On the
3d of October I moved forward and encamped at Kirkwood. On the 1th

of October Capt. S. II. Julian, commanding Battery I. Second Missouri

Artillery, reported to me with his battery and was ordered to proceed
along the turnpike to Gray s Summit, escorted by the cavalry of Major
Walter s command, and I embarked with my infantry on rhe cars,

arriving at Franklin at p. m. During the embarkation at Kirkwood
a terrific rain-storm came on, pouring down with the greatest vehemence
for more than an hour, and drenching the men who were in line or

placed on open platform cars. Yet all orders were obeyed with alacrity
and the embarkation was completed in an orderly and soldierly manner.
At Franklin my division was kept in line or lying on their arms for

twenty-four hours ID momentary anticipation of orders to inarch against
the enemy. On the evening of the 5th, however, orders were received

to go into camp, and on the 6th the division was reviewed by Governor
Willard P. Hall. On the 7th orders were received to take up the line

of march west, and notwithstanding the absence of necessary trans

portation the division moved at 12 m., every man apparently pleased at

the prospect of at last joining in the pursuit of the invaders. At Port
William on the Springfield road we made a junction with three brigades
of the Right Wing of Sixteenth Army Corps, and moved along in their

rear toward Union, where we encamped at 9 p. m., Captain Julian,

with his battery and the cavalry, having reported and joined us during
the day. The lateness of the hour to which it was necessary to march
in order to reach proper camping-grounds caused some straggling of the

men, who from inexperience and want of proper transportation had
encumbered themselves with surplus articles of clothing and an undue

quantity of subsistence.. During the night, however, all came up, and
at 8 a. m. on the 8th we again took up the line of march after waiting
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one hour for troops of the Sixteenth Army Corps to pass and take the
advance as ordered, we having left them three miles in the rear the

night previous. The march during the 8th was attended with great
success, the men marching in good order. At 4 p. m. I received orders
from General Smith to go into camp at Saint John s Creek, the advance
under the immediate supervision of the general proceeding to Boeuf
Creek, five miles farther. On the morning of the 9th I received orders
to marcji my division up and join the advance at Boeuf Creek, which I

did at 12 m., proceeding through their camp and taking the advance-

directly on the road to Mount Sterling, but was ordered into camp, and
at midnight received orders to return with my command to Saint Louis,
the cavalry and artillery to go direct by turnpike and the infantry to

Washington, where I was to ask for transportation by rail, and here, col

onel, I may be allowed to state that the disappointment of many of my
officers and men was very great at being obliged to countermarch at a
time when they supposed there was a prospect of soon meeting and
punishing the invaders of our State and homes. However, at 9 a. m.
on the 10th, the troops of General Smith having passed on to the front,
the First Division, Enrolled Missouri Militia, took up the line of march
east to Washington Cross-Uoads, where the infantry inarched to the left

and the cavalry and artillery proceeded toward Union, arriving in Saint
Louis on the 13th, the infantry under my command encamping on the

evening of the 10th on Saint John s Creek, ten miles south of Wash
ington. On the llth I moved into Washington and encamped, assum
ing command of the post, which had been evacuated that morning by
the Fifty-fourth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. U. Q. Gale
commanding. 1 immediately reported as ordered to Brig. Gen. Thomas
Ewing, jr., commanding Saint Louis District, for orders. Meantime,
receiving order from department headquarters to send one brigade to
Jefferson City, on the 13th, I ordered Brig. Gen. C. D.Wolff to embark
with his command on the steamers Bright Star, Zephyr, and Jeanuie
Eoberts, and on the* 14th they left.

On the 14th I was ordered from department headquarters to select

proper ground and at once proceed to fortify a supply depot at Wash
ington. I selected the ground about one-quarter of a mile below the
town and immediately made requisition ior the necessary intrenching
and other tools, which were promptly forwarded. On the IGth, how
ever, the order to fortify was countermanded, and I was ordered to use

my command to protect and forward promptly all supplies received at
the post for the front. On the 18th the cavalry and artillery of my
command reported back from Saint Louis and went into camp at Wash
ington. On the 23d of October, the railroad being repaired and cars

running through to Hermann, all supplies were sent to that point, and
I ordered Brig. Gen. George F. Meyers to detail one company of in

fantry to garrison Washington and proceed with cavalry, artillery, and
remaining infantry, consisting of six companies of the Eleventh Regi
ment Enrolled Missouri Militia, to Hermann and assume command at
that place, which he did on the 24th, and on the same day I removed my
headquarters to Franklin and. pursuant to orders from General Ewiug,
assumed command of all the troops on the line of the railroad from
Hermann to Franklin and detachments at bridges on southwest
branch Pacific liailroad. I remained in command at Franklin until the
31st ultimo, when my division, except the cavalry and artillery, was re
lieved from service by telegraphic orders. 1 immediately ordered Gen
eral Meyers to turn over the command at Hermann to Capt. S. II. .) ulian,

Battery I, Second Missouri Artillery Volunteers, and proceed with
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the balance of his command to Saint Louis. I turned over the command
at Franklin to Col. D. Q. Gale, commanding Fifty-fourth Regiment
Enrolled Missouri Militia, and on the 1st instant arrived in Saint Louis
with my staff and CompaTiy A, First Battalion Cavalry.
For detailed report of the operations of the militia of this district

under Generals Miller and Wolff while detached from uiv command, I

respectfully refer to their returns at district headquarters tlnited States.
In closing this report of a brief and hastily inaugurated campaign t&amp;gt;f

the militia under my command I cannot mention in terms of too high
praise the valuable assistance rendered me by the following officers:

Brig. Gen. George F. Meyers; Lieut. Col. L. F. Fix, volunteer aide-de

camp; Col. John Kuapp, aide-de-camp to the Governor; Ma). Julius

Pitzman; Capt. GustavCohrs, assistant provost-marshal. Many others
are worthy of all praise, and I am sure that if my division had been
so fortunate as to meet the enemy all would have done nobly.

Very respectfully,
E. C. PIKE,

Briy. Gen., Comiiy. First Mil. Dist., Enrolled Missouri Militia.

Col. JOHN V. Du Bois,
Chief of Staff.

Xo. 04.

Report of Maj. Gen. /Samuel R. Curtis, I , ft. Army, commanding Depart
ment of Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leaven worth, January , 18l&amp;gt;~&amp;gt;.

GENERAL: I present a general and full report of the circumstances
connected with my recent campaign against the rebel General Sterling

Price, believing the dangers, incidents, conflicts, and linal success de
serve a special record.

The former conflicts I have had with Price s force made me familiar

with his purpose, often declared to his followers, of making another
effort to establish himself on the Missouri lliver. His recent success
on the lied lliver and at Camden, in Arkansas, inspired him with new
energies and induced him to attempt this design, by following up his

campaign through Louisiana and Arkansas by operating through Mis
souri and Kansas. He therefore moved northward through Arkansas
with an army of about 15,000 men and twenty pieces of artillery, aug
menting his forces by conscripting, and by voluntary acquisitions, in

duced by prospect of plunder and revenge. II is force was all mounted,
and, except his conscripts, very well equipped. I had taken most of

my troops far west of the Missouri border, where I had been in pursuit
of Indians on the plains; and 1 had ordered Major-General Blunt to

continue the search beyond Fort Lamed, returning myself to these head

quarters on the 17th of September, 1804. Most of my forces were
therefore engaged in active operations several hundred miles west of

the portion of Kansas threatened by Price s movements. On the day
of my arrival I telegraphed yourself, General Eosecraus, and Governor

Carney the substance of the dispatches concerning Price s movements
which 1 found on my table, from General Thayer and others, on the Ar
kansas, &quot; that General Price, with lo,000 men, had crossed the, Arkansas
Kiver near JDardauelle, and suggested to the Governor that 1 might
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&quot;again have to ask the militia of Southern Kansas to -aid in checking
1

rebel approaches.&quot; Some field-works had been erected on the eastern
border of Kansas, and I directed these to be armed and others immedi
ately constructed, makingthe townsof Lawrence,Olathe, Paola, andFort
Scott much more secure against raids, and therefore allowing me to use
volunteers and militia that would otherwise be needed to guard these

places against bushwhackers. I also sent orders to General Blunt to

stop his pursuit of Indians and coine with all possible speed with such
troops as could be spared to Council Grove, so as to be available

against rebel invasion. The Second Colorado Eegiment, stationed in
the edge of Missouri, headquarters at Kansas City, had been ordered
to report to me, but at the request of General Ilosecrans, and in view
of their convenient location, I allowed them to remain where they were.
The Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Eleventh Kansas Eegimeiits Volunteer

Cavalry and fractions of the Third Wisconsin were distributed in
Southeast Kansas, convenient for concentration at any time and place.
The battalion of Colonel Drake, 100-days men, whose time was
nearly out, and a portion of a new negro battery, all amounting to

about 4,000 men, was all the available volunteers that I could com
mand. Fortunately I had a large number of mountain howitzers at
tached to my cavalry regiments, and also three or four batteries of field

guns, which were ordered forward and in readiness, so that, in view of
the coming crisis, I had upward of thirty pieces of artillery ready
for any field and so equipped as to move with the usual rapidity of

cavalry. Heavy siege guns were distributed and well arranged at

Fort Leavenworth, Leavenworth, Lawrence, Oluthe, Paola, and Fort
Scott. These preparatory arrangements were in full progress when I

received your dispatch of the 24th of September, directing me that all

my available force not required against Western Indians should be
thrown south on the Fort Scott routes, and adding large re-enforce

ments have been sent to the Arkansas to cut oft the enemy s retreat.&quot;

My reply to you, dated the LGth of September, informing you that &quot;my

main dependence must be on militia if Price s force come westward,&quot;

was predicated on the well-founded supposition that I could not draw
troops from the remote districts of my command (Upper Arkansas,
Colorado, or Nebraska) in time to meet the probable crisis arising from
Price s march. Fortunately I had, through the active exertions of
Governor Carney, secured and distributed arms and equipments for ti

large portion of the militia. But another difficulty presented itself.

The whole &quot;country was engaged in the great National and State polit
ical campaign, the very crisis of which seemed to culminate with Price s

progress through Missouri. Motives, measures, and men were all dis

trusted. The Senators, Governor, and people, commanding, composing,
and controlling this militia reserve were all fiercely engaged in this

political strife. Xo time for using the militia could be more unfavora
ble. The ballot-box, not the bayonet, was the weapon sought by the

militia, and it required the greatest exertions to draw attention of

officers and men from the political to the military necessities of the
hour. The work of organizing, arming, and mobilizing an army in

thirty days under these circumstances was therefore a most difficult

and perplexing duty, requiring the exercise of responsibilities which I

hope will receive the approval or indulgence of my superiors, to whom
I reported by telegraph almost daily. The enemy steadily advanced
from his crossing of the Arkansas on the 8th of September, moving
northeast through the State, striking the rich valley of Black Eiver,
where he increased and improved his forces by devastating that region

30 n R VOL XLI, rx I
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of country. Following up tliat vaUey through Pocahontas, he entered
Missouri near the southeast corner, and moved north through tlie Iron
Mountain defiles, meeting no resistance until he readied the vicinity of
Pilot Knob, Mo. Here, on the 28th [27th] of September, he, met a gal-
Lint resistance by General Ewing, who repulsed his attack on tlie fort

at Pilot Knob, but subsequently evacuated and fell back, allowing
Price, to move on to Franklin and Washington, striking tlie Missouri
Eiver at the latter place. This intelligence of tlie progress of the

enemy came to me through Major-General Eosecrans, commander of
the Department of the Missouri, General Thayer, who commanded at

Fort Smith, Ark, and also from scouts sent out by Colonel Blair, who
commanded at Fort Scott, keeping me fully informed. During tho

period to which I have referred 1 was annoyed by a rebel approach
under General Gano, who came within seventy miles of my southern
line with a large force and captured a large train at Cabin Creek

belonging to General Steele s department. The Indians on the plains
also continued to occupy my troops on the overland routes and alarm
the people throughout the Territories and western portion of Kansas.
As the enemy at Washington, on the Missouri, had reached the turn

ing point of his northern movement (crossing the Missouri not being
rational), leaving most of our Federal forces in his rear and right

flank, his movement westward toward my department seemed inevita
ble. General Eosecrans was re-enforced by troops under General

Mower, General Smith, and 100-days regiments from Illinois, but all

these being on the other side of Price the greater the number the more
certain and expeditious would be the movement toward my department.
The crisis as to the direction of the enemy s movement occurred about
the 2d of October, and I telegraphed Colonel Ford, who occupied the
district of Kansas City (and therefore my front, in view of the approach
of the enemy), to send forward scouts and keep in constant intercourse
with General Brown, whose district extended down the Missouri, on
the south side of the Missouri Eiver. On the same day I was informed
that General Fisk had moved from the north side with a considerable

force, to save Jefferson City from the enemy. On the 4th I received
the following dispatch from General Brown :

JEFFERSON&quot; CITY, October 4, 1S64 2.50 p. m.

Major-General CURTIS:

The rebels are on the road between me and Saint Louis, and have cut off all com
munications. They attacked Hermann last evening and had three pieces of artillery.

They have captnred railroad train and three locomotives. It is said they also captured
four steam ferry-boats. If you support me it must be by direct movement down the
river as quickly as possible. Am doing all I can to bo ready to defend the place,
but the situation is bad. I want infantry and artillery. The rebels have a large
force. The appearances are that the enemy are moving up the river.

E. B. BROWN,
llrigadicr-Gcncrdt.

At 3.55 p. m. he added that General Fisk s command are moving to

my support. When he arrives I shall have
&amp;lt;&amp;gt;,000

men and eight small

pieces of artillery. I telegraphed this intelligence through various
routes to General Eosecrans, but lines being down, could get no intel

ligence through. I took the liberty to suggest to General Brown that

Price should be checked at the Gasconade River. Bridges and boats on the Gas
conade and Osage should be beyond all possible use to him. Destroying an eastern

span of railroad bridge may be necessary. River too low, and boats too scarce for

my movements. Rains will raise streams and Price must lie captured. Do not
allow your force to be captured. If too small better fall back, but stand as long as

you can safely.
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On the 5th of October, learning- that Price had crossed the Gascon
ade, I wrote the Governor of Kansas, urging the immediate call of the
militia, which letter was subsequently made part of his proclamation
and will be set out in this report.

CHAPTER II. MOVEMENT TO FEEL AND EMBARRASS THE ENEMY.

General Fisk advised me of his junction with General Brown at Jef
ferson City on the 5th of October, and also desired me to send him a

battery. On the 6th he reported his advance in skirmishing had met
with some loss, and the enemy was coming forward. General Rose-
crans telegraphed as follows :

HEADQUARTERS,
Saint Louis, October 6, 1S64.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS:

You will wish to know onr latest [news], Ewing blew up Pilot Knob and made
good [his] retreat to Rolla with his battery, losing only killed, wounded, and .

.stragglers by the way. Price was reported crossing the Gasconade yesterday on the
old stage road to Jefferson City. McNeil and Sauboru finding their aim moved-[with]
their mounted force to Jefferson City and will hurt Price directly.

*

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General .

Col. Chester Harding, with 450 men, arrived from Saint Joseph on
steamer West Wind, and I directed Maj. S. S. Curtis to take the steam
boat Benton and assist in the effort to get this force forward, recon-

noiter the country, and bring away stores from Lexington. All boats
were directed to protect their pilot-houses and engineer rooms, and
these boats were especially guarded and directed to move with great
caution if they proceeded below Kansas City, which they did. This
movement was retarded by low watec, and rebel force in front checked
their farther progress at Glasgow, where Colonel Harding took the
command and tried to hold the position. Meantime, the enemy moving
west of Glasgow, Major Curtis with the Benton and a few soldiers and
the crew fought their way back, reporting the position and progress of

Trice s army. The report of Major Curtis, marked A,t shows the

thrilling incidents of this expedition, when several of the enemy were
killed and wounded and we saved the boat and crew with only one man
wounded. On the 7th I received the following from General Fisk:

JEFFER.SOX CITY, October 7, 1S64.

Major-General CURTIS:

We have fought the euomy sharply from the Moreau bridge on the Rolton Ferry
road, doing them considerable damage. Our loss as yet inconsiderable. We are

withdrawing into the trendies; a large force investing; no news of re-enforcements.
Will give them the best tight we can and may God give us victory.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier-General.

On the 8th I wrote Governor Carney urging the proclamation calling
out the militia. He had personally urged the reasonable probability
that the force under General Roseerans would be sufficient to over
whelm Price before he could reach us, and very earnestly hoped that
the great expense and inconvenience of a general call of the Kansas
people might be averted. But the advance of Price continued, leaving

*As sent by Uosecraus this last clause reads Will hurt Price decidedly,
t See p. 530.
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Jefferson City on his flank without any great efforts to take the gallant
troops that held it, and on the 9th of October the Governor of Kansas
issued his proclamation, which I immediately promulgated in the follow

ing General Orders:

GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
No. 53.

&amp;gt;

Fort Leavenworlh, October 9, 1864.

Governor Carney has issued a proclamation calling out the militia of the State as
follows:

&quot; PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR.

&quot;STATE OF KANSAS, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
&quot;

Topcka, October
&amp;lt;V,

1S64.

&quot;The State is in peril. Price and his rebel hosts threaten it with invasion. Kansas
must be ready to hurl them bark at any cost. The necessity is urgent. The extent
of that necessity the subjoined communications from Major-General Curtis to me
will establish :

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavenworth, October 5, 1S64.

&amp;lt;His Excellency Governor THOMAS CARNEY:
The rebel forces under General Price have made, a farther advance westward,

crossing the Gasconade, and are now at the railroad bridge on the Osage, about
fifteen miles below Jefferson City. Large Federal forces about Saint Louis and
below teud to drive him toward Kansas. Other motives also will induce his fiendish
followers to seek spoils and vengeance in this State. To prevent this and join in

efforts to expel these invaders from the country I desire that you will call out the
entire militia force, with their best arms and ammunition, for a period of thirty days.
Each man should be provided with two blankets or a buffalo robe for comfort and a
haversack for carrying provisions. No change of clothing is necessary. I want this

force assembled on the border, mainly atOlathe, assoon as possible. For that purpose
let farmers teams with provisions and forage be employed to hurry them forward.
I will do all in my power to provide provisions and public transportation, but hope
every man will be as self-sustaining as possible and ready to join me in privations,
hardships, and dangers to aid our comrades in Missouri in destroying these rebel
forces before they again desolate the fair fields of Kansas. It is necessary to sus

pend business and labor until we are assured our property and earnings are not
within the grasp of unscrupulous marauders and murderers.

Confidently believing, Governor, that Your Excellency and all loyal citizens will
concert with me in the propriety of this very important demand and give me your
hearty co-operation and assistance,

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant,
&amp;lt;S. R. CURTIS,

Major-General, Commanding Department.

Governor CARNEY:
-The line is now cut this side Sedalia. This indicates a rebel move by somebody

west or south. Hurry up the militia.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

FORT LKAVKNWORTH, October $, ISG-i.

Governor CARNEY:
I request that you issue, the call. Let the militia turn out. If not needed they

will, of course, be discharged. Their call and collection would enable us at least to

give an impetus to Price s departure. In your prompt responses to my requests
heretofore 1 am sure we have saved the State from desolation; let us doit now.
The enemy is now near Sedalia. and a tight is expected there to-night. They have
burned Syracuse, La Mine, and Otterville depots to-day. You see they seem moving
steadily westward. Delay is ruinous.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

&quot;Kansans, rally! You will do so. as you have always promptly done when your
soil has been invaded. The call this time will come to you louder and stronger
because you know the foe will seek to glut his vengeance upon you. Meet him,
then, at tho threshold and strike boldly ;

strike as one man against him. Let all
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business bo suspended. The work to bo done now is to protect tlio State against
marauder and murderer. Until this is accomplished wo must load a soldier s life

and do a soldier s duty. Men of Kansas, rally ! One blow, one earnest, united blow
will foil the invader and save you. Who will falter* Who is not ready to meet the

peril? Who will not defend his home and the State? To arms then ! To arms, and
the tented field until the rebel foe shall be baffled and beaten back!

&quot;THOMAS CARNEY,
&quot;

Governor.&quot;

&quot;N. B. Major-General Deitzler will load the brave inon of Kansas and issno the

necessary ordors. Commanding otlieers of brigades and battalions will see- that
their respective commands arc in readiness for immediate service.

&quot;THOMAS CARNEY,
&quot;

dorcrnor.&quot;

MAJOR-GEXERAI. DKITZLER s ORDER.

Iii pursuance of this call of the Governor, the militia of Kansas will turn out and
rendezvous immediately as follows:

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS KAXSAR STATE MILITIA,
No. . Topckn, Kans,, October !), ISG4.

In pursuance of the proclamation of the Commander-in-Chief of the 8th instant,
the militia of Kansas will turn out and rendezvous immediately at the points indi
cated below: Doniphau, Brown, Nemaha, and Marshall Counties, at Atchison. under

Brig. Gen. Byron Sherry; Atchison, Loavenworth, Jefferson, Jackson, 1 ottawat-

omie, Riley, Davis, Wabaunsee, - Shawnee, Douglas, and Johnson Counties, at

Olatho, under Brig. Gen. M. S. Grant; Wyandotte, at Wyandotte, under Maj. E. S.

Hubbard
; Miami, Osage, Franklin, Morris, and Lyou Counties, at Paola, under Brig.

Gen. W. II. M. Fishbaek; Linn, Anderson, and CoUey Counties, at Mound City,
under Brig. Gen. S. N. Wood: Bourbon, Allen, and Woodson Counties, at Fort Scott.

Commanders of brigades and regiments will promptly prepare their respective com
mands for active service for thirty days, unless sooner discharged, and see that each
man is supplied with two blankets, a tin cup, knife and fork, and a haversack, and
also a cotfee pot and frying pan for every live men. Let each regiment and detach
ment bring its own transportation and all the rations possible, but there must bo no

delay on any account. The General Government will undoubtedly pay all proper
cnarges for such transportation and supplies, and will furnish rations and forage as
far and as soon as possible, at the points indicated in this order. Let each man
come with such arms as are at hand and a full supply of ammunition. As this cam
paign will be a short one, no change of clothing will be necessary. Until further
orders the headquarters of the militia will be at Olathe, to which point all returns
and communications will be sent.

By order of George W. Deitzler, major-general Kansas State Militia:

JOHN T. MORTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

All Fodoral officers in this department will aid in giving circulation and success to

this effort to concentrate troops for immediate service. Quartermasters and com
missaries will aid to the utmost of their abilities to have requisite provisions accu
mulated as fast as possible. An earnest and united movement should animate officers

and men, volunteer and militia. Let business and personal strife be suspended,
partisan discussions and political animosities avoided, and instead of impatience,
fault-finding, and detraction, too common among raw recruits, let every man dis

play the fortitude, patience, and endurance which distinguish the patriotic soldier

engaged in the defense of his home and his country. The sooner this call is met the
more certain will be its success; and the general earnestly appeals to soldiers and
citizens to unite all their moral and physical energies in this effort to stifle the
fiendish hordes that again threaten the people of Kansas and the peace of our country.
By command of Major-General Curtis:

C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Some defects in the militia law had on former occasions troubled
officers in the enforcement of their calls. There was also a large col

ored population, and many of certain ages that were exempt from the
militia organization. I therefore determined to strengthen the force

and effect of the Governor s call by proclaiming martial law in Kansas
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and in the neighborhoods where I expected to confront and pursue the

enemy. For it is proper for me to say that my experience in a former

campaign against Price, made under your immediate orders, in the
winter of 1861- G2, induced the theory and execution of m-y plans for

confronting ;ind pursuing Jiim on this occasion; and although my
force seemed irregular and inadequate, 1 was inspired with singular
confidence in the manner and matter of my success. In further efforts,

therefore, to rally an adequate force, i issued the following order

declaring martial law:

GKNKRAL ORDKKS. J Ifr.AnQT AUTKns DKPARTMTCXT OF KANSAS,
Xo. 51. S Fort I.carcuwoiili, h &amp;lt;ntn., October JO, IM-f.

The hotter to carry ont tlio object of the Governor s proclamation, issued tins

morning, ;m&amp;lt;l to secure prompt and united military organization and action, martial
law is proclaimed to extend throughout the State of Kansas and the country occupied
by the troops moving therefrom, and all men, white or black, between the ages of

eighteen and sixty will arm and attach themselves to SOUK; of the organi/.ations of

troops for temporary military service. In all the principal cities and towns business
houses will close as directed by the Governor s proclamation, except where general
officers may give leave to such houses and special establishments as may be consid
ered necessary for the public subsistence and health. As this order is only designed
to continue while danger of invasion is apprehended, the proper functions of civil

officers will not be disturbed, and especially courts of justice and their processes
will not be interrupted by the military authorities. All troops, volunteer and militia.

are clothed with the powers and are subject to the duties and penalties prescribed
in the Articles of \Var, and soldiers and Citizens must expect very summary punish
ment of crime, and burning, robbing, and stealing in Ihe field will be severely and

promptly punished. Private property and peaceable citizens must be protected.
Our object is Price and his followers. His forces are now reported as retreating from
.Jefferson City in this direction. AIv advance to meet him is already moving. Let
troops of every organization press forward to join in his repulse and pursuit.
By command of Major-General Curtis:

C. S. CHARLOT,
Assinta n t A dju tant-Ueneral.

These efforts aroused the whole people. Business was immediately
suspended ami militia everywhere began to move and organize. All

intelligence of the enemy s movements was published and the excite

ment was intense and universal. I ordered Colonel Ford to take posi
tion at Pleasant Hill, sending scouts forward in all directions to deter
mine the position of the enemy, (leneral Blunt was ordered to Paola
to take command of the district and in the held. I also sent you the

following dispatch by telegraph :

FORT LKAVEXWORTH, October 10, 1S04.

Maj. Gen. II. \V. HALLECK.
fl ashitiyton, D. C. :

Being informed by General Rosecrans that the rebel General Price is coming from
Jefferson City, Governor Carney, at iny request, has called out the militia, and I

have declared martial law to secure prompt organization and unity of action. Tele

graph lines are interrupted east of Independence, but my pickets in advance of that

report only scattering foes. Shall soon have large force on the border or be moving
beyond. Will take the field to-morrow, but will try to keep within telegraphic
communication.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

I also informed General Rosecrans that the militia were collecting,
and my purpose to give Price a warm reception if he comes this way.
In further preparation of tield operations 1 published the following-
order announcing staff officers, and also gave special directions to Brig.
Gen. T. A. Davies concerning the completion of certain defenses in his

district, which includes this post and the country north of the Kansas
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River, with directions to remain in his distrk t and guard against
dangers in my rear which some thought would be assailed by a rise in

North Missouri, aided by a portion of Price s troops that had crossed
to the north side of the Missouri and taken Colonel Hardiug s force at

Glasgow :

GENERAL OIJDEKS, ? HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
No. 55. i Fort Lcftrancorlli, I\R., October 10, 1SG4.

The following temporary assignments to duty are published to the command.
They will be obeyed and respected accordingly :

I. Ma.j. F. E. Hunt, chief paymaster, is also appointed acting aide-de-camp, and
will take charge and command of all artillery in and near the town of Lcavemvorth,
consistent with the general arrangements of district commanders Generals Blunt
and Davies.

II. Maj. Henry Almstedt, in addition to his duties as additional paymaster, will

report to Ma.j. F. E. Hunt for artillery duty.
III. Hon. James H. Lane, having tendered his services to the major-general com

manding, they are accepted and he is assigned to duty as volunteer aide-de-camp.
IV. Capt. .James L. Rafety, Second Kansas Colored, having reported for duty, will

take charge of the general organization and command of persons of African descent.
All of proper age and ability are included in the proclamation, and will be organized
as other troops for immediate service.

V. Capt. .!. M. Ment/er, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, reports being .here en
route and unable to reach his command. He will report for temporary duty to Brig.
Gen. T. A. Davies. commanding District of North Kansas.

VI. Rev. J. B. McAfee, chaplain Second Kansas Colored, having reported for duty,
will have charge of contrabands in the Held, and will also report to Captain Rafety
as acting adjutant in the organization of troops of African descent.

By command of Major-General Curtis:
C. S. CHARLOT,

Asaiatan t A djutan t- General.

The Governor and Major-General Deitzler called on me to ascertain

my purpose as to taking the militia out of the State, expressing appre
hensions of dilliculty on that point if such was my purpose. They also

informed me that expressions of some of ray officers had led them to

distrust the whole matter of the militia movement, supposing it might
be a political scheme gotten up by some around me to transport the

people beyond the convenient exercise of their elective franchise, which
would come off early in the next month. These were shocking enun
ciations. I assured these officers that in all human probability we
might have to go beyond the (State lines, and I considered my procla
mation of martial law and call sufficient to cover the legal point as to

the militia going beyond the border, but the raising of the question
was of itself a great element of discord and danger. As to my attempt
to defraud the ballot-box such an idea had never been mooted in my
presence or entered my brain, and I pledged my honor that the militia
should go no farther than necessary to repel or avert the approaching
danger to the State. My manner and matter appeared to assure these
officers, who by their position and influence held, as I conceived, the

destiny of the State and department within their own.hands. I name
this, not to complain or reproach these officers, but because such senti-

.ments were the natural offspring of the political crisis and separate*
State organization of all our militia. These difficulties, candidly pre
sented by these high State authorities, were material, formidable obsta
cles which I and they had to encounter. They are inherent objections
to the military organization of national forces, and I report them as

developments incident to the events of this revolution, and important in
the progress of this campaign against the rebel General Price. Being
assured of my purpose, these officers promised hearty co-operation iind

gave immediate orders for the militia, to proceed to points designated



472 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIII.

near the border. I also ordered the immediate concentration of the
Federal troops which had been previously prepared to unite in the

campaign. My arrangements for collecting an army were thus com
pleted on the 10th of October, but none of the forces were fairly in the
field.

CHAPTER III. MOVEMENTS IN THE FIELD.

I present a skeleton map* of the country, extending from the Mis
souri to the Arkansas River, through which I moved with my com
mand, showing also the movements of the enemy in Iris approach and
retreat, and the position of the military posts and towns that were near
the lines of operations. This map, carefully prepared by my engineer
from notes taken in the field, also shows the State and department
lines, and the lines followed by the main forces, red representing Fed
eral and blue the rebel movement. Flanking operations of both bellig
erent forces extended on either side, but are not laid down. Cross
sabers represent the places where battles occurred, and the whole map
gives a true presentation of important places without the confusion of
irrelevant details. On the llth of October, accompanied by a portion
of my statf and escort (Company G, Eleventh Kansas, commanded by
the gallant Captain Gove), I started on the campaign. Passing through
Leavemvorth and south of the city, I saw the militia mustering and
moving and other matters of business generally suspended. October

12, at 12 o clock, 1 arrived at Olathe, where most of the troops were or
dered to assemble, but none had yet arrived. I also found water and
wood so scarce 1 determined to take a more advanced position nearer
the State line at Shawnee, and therefore so directed forces of all kinds.
Forces at Paola under General Blunt were ordered to move toward
Hickman Mills, in Missouri, and to &quot; send out due east from Paola, sixty
miles or more, to know whether Price moves south.&quot; The militia from
Leavenworth and Lawrence came up toward night, the former having
overdone themselves, and from all directions the news of moving militia

was reported. Major-General Deitzlei, commanding the militia, joined
,and accompanied me to Shawneetown, where we arranged the militia

camps in that vicinity, fronting toward Missouri line and extending as
circumstances required. Turkey Creek was especially convenient as a
line of defense and was occupied as such. This rendezvous was very
near the State line, in a thickly wooded country near the Kansas Itiver,
and in this and other respects a strong and convenient position, where
the Kansas militia were on their own side of the line. I moved my own
headquarters to Wyandotte.
On the 13th I received a dispatch from Colonel Eno, informing me

that General Eosecrans had taken the field the day previous, en route
to Jefferson City. Price s forces were between Boonville and Lexing
ton, still moving westward. The same dispatch reported the enemy as

having moved 2,500 men north of the Missouri Eiver to attack the Han
nibal and Saint Joseph Railroad, and another report came from the

.

west that Stand Watie, with 5,000 men. was near Humboldt, threatening
Southwest Kansas. These reports were calculated to check the move
ments of the militia, and greatly embarrass the organization of my
army. I pronounced the first improbable, and the latter as &quot;undoubt

edly a roorback,&quot; and so telegraphed to North and South Districts of

Kansas, where much excitement was induced by the minor. Here Sen-

* To appear in the Atlas.
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ators Luiie and Pomeroy had both joined uie as volunteer aides, and I

found both of these men of great service in giving correct intelligence
to the wavering public mind, and in suppressing false impressions.
Pursuant to the foregoing preliminary movements the militia were

collected at and near Shawneetown, the left wing under Major-General
Deitzler, Kansas State Militia Volunteers, and other militia, constitut

ing my right wing, under General Blunt, 17. S. Volunteers, at ilickman
Mills. The former was directed to demonstrate toward Lexington,
and the latter toward Warrensburg, so as to fed the enemy s ap
proach. My own headquarters were generally at VVyandotte, and at

Camp Chariot, near Kansas City, but I made a reconnaissance of the

country in person through Independence and Ilickman Mills, ascer

taining to my own satisfaction that the Big Blue should be a first main
line of battle, Kansas City a second, and finally, if overpowered, Wyaii-
dotte, on the north side of the Kansas River, connected by a floating

bridge, would be a dernier resort. I directed my chief engineer, Lieu
tenant Robinson, to construct field works at each of these positions in

view of this plan and attend to the proper organization of guns and light

garrisons which could be spared for these positions. Colored troops
and citizen guards of Kansas City and Wyandotte made efficient and

proper troops for this purpose, and Lieutenant Robinson, assisted by
,
civil engineer of Kansas City, deserves special commendation

for their efforts and success in these defenses. Lawyers, doctors,
divines, and merchants entered the service, and I found them working
faithfully on these field-works about Kansas City and the Big Blue.
I here present another map,* showing the country near Kansas City,
where troops and camps were located on both sides of State line. But
a few days delay while forces were coming and Price approaching was
sufficient to weary some and induce doubts in the minds of many. A
report was circulated that Price had gone south from Warrensburg
and escaped and some of the militia actually turned homeward. Some
severe measures and much remonstrance were necessary to retain those
who came first till those who came last had fairly arrived. Some of

the newspapers took up the theme and denounced the call, and espe
cially martial law, which suspended business and forced citizens to the
field without equipments, at an inclement season, when there was no
occasion. To meet this complaint and retain the militia 1 made great
efforts through my volunteer aides to diffuse correct intelligence, and I

also distributed blankets and camp equipments to some extent, thereby
administering a little to the wants and real suffering of men exposed
to the rain and cold without covering. I also published dispatches
from General Rosecrans and others, showing the steady approach of

the enemy toward Kansas and his declared purpose to take Kansas
City and Leavenworth and devastate the country everywhere.

This is one of General Rosecrans dispatches:

JEFFEKSON- CITY, October U, 1SG4.

Major-General CURTIS:

Our cavalry is pursuing the enemy northwest of Georgetown, who is reported mov
ing toward Lexington. We shall occupy Sedalia with infantry to-mosrow night. If

you could move by Hickinan Mills and Pleasant Hill, or by Independence to Lone
Jack, it would greatly increase our chances of damaging Price, whoso columns are
of such length when on one road as to be very vulnerable!. If he docs not halt he
will reach Lexington to-morrow night.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

Xot found.
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I reported to you by telegraph as follows :

ARMY OF THE BORDER, HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD,
Jiansun City, Mo., October 14, 1S64,

Major-Gencral HALLECK,
Chief of Staff. Washington, D. C. :

My forces arc being coucoiitratcd in this vicinity. The enemy has approached to

Independence, burning bridges beyond, but. he has not occupied in force. I occupy
Hickman Mills, Mo,, and Shawueetowii, Kaus., with lighting force and scouts for
ward. Shall move slow, to allow my rear to close up. Have not an operator with
cipher, and therefore abstain from giving numbers and particulars. Price is reported
near Boonville or Lexington, moving this way. I denominate my forces &quot;The Army
of the Border,&quot; and will do all I can to make it felt by the foe.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General,

My purpose to move farther forward, in accordance with this dis

patch and General Ilosecrans suggestion, was prevented, so far as the
main force of the militia was concerned, in consequence of the aversion

many of them expressed as to going beyond their own State line.

Hearing that boats below had aided the rebels in crossing troops I

directed the following order :

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OK KANSAS,
No. 50. $ Fort Leaven worth, l\ann., October 7/7, 1SC4.

Commanders and owners of steam-bouts and ferry-boats on the Missouri River, in
this command, will see that their boats do not fall into rebel hands in a condition for
rebel service, under the sure and swift penalty of the loss of boat and the forfeit of
the life of the commander and pilot.

By command of Major-General Curtis:
W. H. KTARK,

Acting AHsintunt Adjutant-General.

I was thus prepared and ready for the enemy s approach. General
Blunt was directed to demonstrate toward Pleasant ilill and Warrens-
burg, General Deitzler toward Independence and Lexington, each send

ing out cavalry to ascertain the line of his approach and harass his

advancing columns. My own movements at Kansas City and Inde
pendence gave me convenient opportunities to observe the movements
in advance and also supervise the main forces arranged on the Big Blue
and the border. Maj. J. X. Smith, ofthe Second Colorado, advanced with
about 300 cavalry on the telegraph road from Independence, dashing
into Lexington on the 17th a little after sunrise, but found the town
unoccupied, the enemy s pickets having fallen back before and on the
occasion of his approach. Sending out scouts he found the enemy s

picket about six miles southeast, which was attacked, killing 1 and
wounding 2. This and other important intelligence of the presence of
the main force of the enemy was reported by this gallant officer on the
18th through his proper commanders. He fell lighting at Little Blue
two days after, and I submit this his last report, marked C,* as a remi
niscence of a gallant soldier whose character is displayed in this daring
advanced movement and expressed in this his last report. On the day
previous General Deitzler reported at Independence the murmurs and
doubts of the militia, and their refusal to cross the line until he made
them a speech assuring them that they

&quot; should not be ordered too far

into this State,&quot; and Colonel Blair reported that some of the militia

regiment at Hickman Mills, believing that Price had taken another

-

*Seep.(J12.
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route, had actually started homeward, but were checked by prompt,
stringent orders enforced by General Blunt. I also received the fol

lowing dispatch from General Eosecrans:

JEFFERSON CITY, October 18, 1SG4.

Major-General CURTIS:

As I telegraphed you last niii ht, division of infantry occupy Sedalia. Our cavalry
at Duuksburj;, on the Blackwater. .So soon as they sret rations they will move for

ward. Price reported to have stayed night before last at Waverly. Mower s divis

ion will he, at La Mine bridge to-night, with its batteries probably fit for action.

Sanborn will have received supplies to-day by 12 in., and will move his right by Elm-
wood and Elkhorn and his left by Cook s Store toward Lexington. With these

dispositions, combined with yours, il seems tome we can push the old fellow and make
him lose his train. His horses feet must be in bad order for want of shoes.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General,

1 directed publicity in the newspapers of most of this intelligence to

convince the militia of what they considered very incredible, the advance
of Price toward my command, and 1 insert them here not to reproach
anybody but to show why I was obliged to stand on the border, or

near it, rather than go forward with my whole force to meet Price as I

would have preferred to do in the vicinity of Lexington, Mo. I also do
it to show that even among ardent loyal militia, State lines and State

sovereignties greatly embarrass military operations. The evidence

brought by Major Smfth showing clearly the presence and progress of

the enemy near Lexington was not clear enough, and some of the news
papers of the l!)th came out denouncing the whole thing as a fraud or

fallacy and expressing a belief that Price had left the country. In the

meantime Major General Blunt had advanced with about 2,000 cavalry
and several pieces of light artillery (mountain howitzers), arriving in

Lexington at 2 p. m. on the 18th, the day after Major Smith had occu

pied the place. He had followed the Warrensburg road until he was
confident that Price was not coming that way, and therefore he moved
northward, where his presence was ascertained. Sending forward scouts

from Lexington the enemy was felt on the 19th approaching on differ

ent roads in great force. Our troops offered a stern resistance, falling
back slowly and in good order, fighting several hours and doing con
siderable damage to the enemy, with small loss on our side. The enemy
displayed his main force, and this stubborn and gallant stand by Gen
eral Blunt developed the strength, position, and progress of the enemy
so clearly that its publicity throughout our lines on the 20th assured
and reanimated the militia and secured me that unity of sentiment and
will which before 1 had failed to secure in the Army of the Border.
For full details of this battle of Lexington I respectfully refer you to

the report of General Blunt, who was in command, and to the reports
of his subordinate commanders. Colonels Jeunison and Moonlight, and
also Hon. Senator Lane, of my volunteer staff, who accompanied and

participated in this first conflict between my forces and the enemy.
General Blunt, as directed by me, fell back to my headquarters at Inde-

.pendeuce, leaving Colonel Moonlight, who- had covered the retreat, to

remain, as a picket at the Little Blue, with arrangements to burn the

bridge on the approach of the enemy to embarrass his progress.
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BATTLE OF LITTLE BLUE.

It was not my intention to give battle on the Little Blue, as will be
seen by my letter of instructions to General Blunt, as follows :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE BORDER,
Indepwdeiice, October :M, 1SG4.

General BLUNT,
In the Field :

GENERAL: I have no time to explain. Your troops must take position here where
dry corn and provisions are arranged. The militia will not go forward and the Big
Blue must be our main line for battle. We must not break down our best regiments.
Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth, and Ford s must have some rest. Leave two
howitzers and, say, 400 men at the Little Blue, and come back yourself with the re
mainder. Probably Moonlight had better be left in command of that point, not to

fight a battle, but to delay the rebel approach, and fall back to our main force. I

will now be able to bring forward to Kansas City a respectable force. We must pick
our battle-ground where we can have united councils as well as a strong position.
This we are securing at Big Blue and elsewhere. The blow you gave the enemy is

doing good in the rear. It is crushing some of the silly rumors that had well-nigh
ruined my prospects of a successful defense.

Truly, yours,
S. R. CURTIS.

Major- (ten ernl.

Tliis was in response to General Limit s dispatch dated &quot;nine miles
east of Independence, 8 a. in. October 20,&quot; iu which he suggested other

arrangements. General liosecrans was fully informed and responded
from Sedalia, 5.40 a. m. the 20th, saying:

*
Your dispatch of 4.30 received. I will push my forces on Lexington with all pos

sible speed.

About 9 o clock in the morning of the 21st I received intelligence
that the enemy had attacked Colonel Moonlight at the Little Blue,
where he was resisting their passage of the stream, although by some
accident he had failed to destroy the bridge. I immediately proceeded
with my escort to recounoiter the premises, giving permission rather
than ordering Colonel Ford s regiment, MeLain s battery, and a por
tion of the regular cavalry under General Blunt might accompany me
to the front, expecting to meet Colonel Moonlight in retreat. But this

gallant officer stood his ground until we arrived and developed most of
the force I have named. I directed Captain McLain to form his battery
behind the crest of the hill so as to fire over and against heavy artil

lery tiring of the enemy that passed high over our heads, but did some
damage to troops deploying in our rear. Colonel Jennison s brigade
and that of Colonel Ford soon occupied advanced positions and made
a desperate resistance to the rebel advance, which had by this time

began to deploy on the west side of the stream. General Blunt and
my staff were active in directing a proper disposition of forces. By
this means we checked and drove back the enemy s advance, but as he-

soon began to outflank us on both sides of the road I directed the force

to fall back, designating positions for the artillery to make a stand at
the various and elevated angles of the road which passes through a
timbered country. Many incidents in the conflict are detailed by my
subordinates and those of General Blunt. Maj. K. H. Hunt, chief of

artillery, took direction of my escort and four howitzers, doing signal
service in the hottest of the fight, and only fell back by my orders when
I saw we were being outflanked.
The details of his report deserves repetition. He says:

By your direction I placed MeLain s battery in position and opened fire on the

enemy, with what result I cannot state. I also placed two mountain howitzers con
nected with your body guard in position iu the open field, but finding it too much
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exposed to the enemy s sharpshooters I directed an advance with two additional
howitzers of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. They took position in shelter of
a friendly house, supported on the right by Colonel Ford ; had no support on the left.

&quot;As I met. the Eleventh retreating and sa\v Major Ross I begged him to have Colonel

Moonlight to retrace his steps and support me, which lie did. Artillery opened on the

enemy with canister and spherical case at short range and drove them back like

sheep. Here is where Major Smith sacrificed his life in behalf of his country. Col
onel Ford asked when I would retreat. I replied when he would. He remarked,
although we drove the enemy from our front, they were Hanking us. At this juncture
I received from the commanding general orders to fall back, which was just in the
nick of time. We retreated tiring, keeping the foe at a respectable distance. Lieu
tenant (jill, of your body guard, lost fifteen horses out of forty, and Captain John
son, of the Eleventh [Fifteenth] Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, lost several.
The last artillery liring was by Lieutenant (Jill, supported by cavalry portion of your
body guard, and commanded by the lamented Captain Gove.

Although sick Captain Gove remained in command of my escort till

entirely exhausted, reluctantly leaving me after our subsequent victory
at Westport, where he soon fell a victim to his disease, the result of

his extraordinary exertions antl gallantry.
Colonel Ford, speaking of the conflict in his brigade, says:

Left Independence at 10 a. m. and reached Little Blue in about one hour. I then
received orders to place the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry on the left of Colonel Moon
light s briga.de. the battery near the center of the line and the Second Colorado on
the right. We immediately dismounted and advanced into the bluffs and became at
once engaged, the enemy having crossed the stream before our arrival. We held our

ground, advancing slightly for some time, and at one time drove the enemy in great
confusion, but his force being too overwhelmingly large he threw a large body to

the right, which compelled our right to_give back slowly.

Colonel Jennison, who also commanded a brigade, reports concerning
this atl air of the Little Blue, as follows:

&amp;lt; )ii the 21st of October, the enemy having advanced from Lexington, met the Second
Brigade at the Little Blue at an early hour in the morning. The First Brigade was,
therefore!, ordered to the front, and immediately [proceeded] from Independence to the
field, where it arrived about 11 a. m.. taking position on the right.

* * In this

engagement the Fifteenth Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, and the Third Wis
consin Cavalry, Lieutenant 1 ond, were dismounted and disposed in advantageous
positions, which had hardly been accomplished when the lines were fiercely assailed

by the enemy at all points and the contest became extremely spirited, though from
the nature of the ground and the protection of our timber the casualties were not

heavy. For some hours the engagement was maintained with varying results, our
lines alternately falling back and advancing, the howitzer battery being actively and
apparently effectively engaged until it became evident that the enemy was numer
ically superior to such an extent that it. would be impossible to hold the ground, and
a retrograde movement was commenced in the direction of Independence.

Colonel Jennison speaks very favorably of the conduct of Lieuten
ant-Colonel Hoyt and Major Laiiig, and deserves much credit for his
own gallantry during this day s contest.

Colonel Moonlight, Avho was left to retard the movements of the

enemy, and therefore began the tight at Little Blue, reports as follows.

After stating his force, only ten companies, he says:

It was no easy matter to hold an enemy so numerous and active, all being cavalry.
Major Anderson, of the Eleventh, with two companies, had command of the bridge,
which he set on lire and held until it was fairly burning, after which he fell back on
the hill and joined the command, who then opened on the enemy. Captain Greer,
with his company, I. Eleventh, had been stationed at a ford one mile below the

bridge with instructions to hold the enemy as long as possible. He retired with
out firing a shot, but claims that it was impossible to do otherwise as the enemy
were crossing at all points. Being thus menaced on all sides and the object for
which I was left accomplished, the command slowly fell back two miles, lighting.
A favorable piece of ground here presenting itself, a new line of battle was formed
on the left of the Independence road, and we slowly begaji to drive the enemy,
back over the ground again, dismounting every man for the purpose of shelter
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behind stone walls, fences, and houses, some of which were then held by the enemy,
who. after a vigorous assault, were dislodged, thus affording ns an advantage
which accounts for the few killed [and wounded] on our side compared with that of
the enemy, who suffered terribly.

Colonel Moonlight covered the retreat, even skirmishing after dark
in and west of Independence. His conduct throughout the day was
exceedingly gallant. Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb, Lieutenant-Colonel

Walker, and Majors Koss and Anderson, Captain Gregg (who was

severely wounded), and other officers named by the colonel, deserve
the commendation he awards them in his report. During the day I

noticed a company of Missouri volunteers from Warrensburg, under

Capt. George S. G rover, to which I assigned position, and they
did good service. Also some of the Kansas militia, under Captain
McDowell, reported for duty and did good service in guarding and

delivering the ammunition supplies. Major Chariot. Major McKenuy,
and Major Hunt, of my regular staff, ^nd Hon. Senator Lane, of rny
volunteer staff, took an active and prominent part in the- conflict and

displayed much coolness and gallantry under the fire of the enemy. All

the troops showed the greatest coolness and courage, always ready to

rally, reform, and attack, during the slow retreat of only nine miles,
which consumed the entire day. At Independence I received and an
nounced to the citizens and soldiers the news of Sheridan s glorious vic

tory in the Shenandoah Valley. At the same time publicly explained the
nature of the day s operations and my arrangements for making amain
stand on the Big Blue, where my main forces were being fortified. I

had thus delayed and seriously embarassed the enemy without- demor
alizing any of my forces with the use of only a small portion and at a

small loss in killed and wounded. General Blunt was very active

and efficient during the whole day and his full report should be read to

do him justice.

BATTLE OF THE BIG- KLUE.

After a personal inspection of the surrounding country .on the 18th

of October, I ordered Col. C. W. Blair, who commanded a brigade of

mixed troops, to take position on the west bank of Big Blue, six miles

east of Kansas City, Mo., and arrange matters for making that stream
a stand-point to confront and repel Price s approaching forces. My
engineer, Lieut. G.-T. Robinson, was directed to survey the stream and

lay out such field-works as seemed expedient to resist the passage of

cavalry and artillery. These officers engaged in these duties with great

energy and sound judgment. On the morning of the lilst, before going
forward to the Little Blue, I directed Major-General Deitzler, with
what militia he then had at Independence, to fall back to the Big Blue,

take general command of matters there, and bring up all the available

forces in the rear and arrange them for battle on that line. This order
was also carefully and zealously executed. All doubts as to the ap
proach, of Price were dispelled by constant sound of our guns at the

Little Blue, and Governor T. Carney, General Deitzler, and all the

militia entered with fresh zeal and energy upon the work of bringing
up and deploying the Kansas and Missouri militia. At the close of

the contest of the 21st, near Independence, I ordered all of General
Blunt s and detached troops to move back and join the forces at the

Big Blue, where I also repaired, establishing my headquarters on the

main road leading from Independence- to Kansas City, which is also a

central position of my line on the Blue, which is nearly at right angles
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with this road. The country is rough and -thickly timbered, and the
streams bordered by precipitate banks, which render it generally im

passable for cavalry and artillery. I divided the forces, distributing
them so as to form a line more or less continuous, according to danger
from the Missouri River, to the crossing of the Blue, near Hickman
Mills, a distance of fifteen or sixteen miles. Roads on the west side

were convenient for concentrating these, forces, and with the immense
display of abatis and other field-works which had been erected under
the supervision of General Deitzler, Colonel Blair, and my staff officers,

I was ready to receive the enemy on the 22d. I assigned General
Blunt to the command of the right wing, including all south of the

road, and to General Deitzler the left wing, which includes all north of

it. Militia, volunteers, artillery, and a considerable colored force which
had been collected by Captains Hinton and Rafety, amounting, al

together, to about 15,000, were thus arranged, resolved to check or de
feat the long continued progress of Price s army of 30,000. For his

officers and men, taken prisoners, generally reported the enemy s force

at from 25,000 to 37,000, and boasted of constant accessions by volun

teering and conscription, On my arrival at the Big Blue I telegraphed
you as to my conflict at the Little Blue and my designs for the 22d,
and also telegraphed General Rosecrans as follows:

HEADQUARTERS,
. Big Blue, October 21, 1864 5 p. in.

General ROSECKANS:
I am confident I can stop Price at this crossing, and hope you will conic up in his

rear and left. He cannot get out by Hickman Mills. If you can get that position
we will bag Price, if I succeed, as 1 hope to do. My losses have been considerable,
but niy troops are in good order, and ready to make a stand at this place.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General .

lie telegraphed me of same date as follows :

CAMP NEAR COOK S STORE, October 21, 1864 1 p. m.

Major-General CURTIS:

Our cavalry reached Lexington at 10 a. m. this morning. The infantry will reach
this evening and push forward. Rear division left Sedalia yesterday morning.
Orders will be sent to push the enemy to the utmost.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-Genei-al.

During the morning of the 22d the enemy approached General
Deitzler s wing and drove in our pickets at an early period, but. finding
the army in that quarter too strong he avoided an attack. Colonel
Ford sent forward a battalion to skirmish on the main road, but the

enemy found our center also too strong, and signal officers reported a
movement of the enemy southward, evidently designed to flank us. I

moved my headquarters back to the intersection of roads bearing from
Hickman Mills and sent a dispatch to the extreme right as follqws:

SATURDAY, October 22, 1864 a. m.
General GRANT,

Commanding Militia, Near Hickman Mills:

Price is making very feeble demonstrations in front. Look out for your position.
Send scouts out on road toward Pleasant Hill, and also toward Independence, to
see if he is moving on my Hank. Send me report every thirty minutes.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major- General.

I also sent my aides, Major McKenny and Lieutenant Roberts, to

give warning to the- right of General Bhint s right wing, but before

they reached General Grant the intermediate ford at Colonel Jeimi-
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son s point, called Byram .s Ford, had been attacked and forced, so the

enemy had penetrated to the west side. Xews of this attack at Byram s

Ford reached me at U p. m., and I immediately directed General Blunt
to hasten re-enforcements to that point, and also sent similar orders
to General Deitzler, whose left wing was no longer menaced.

Colonel Jennison resisted the enemy for some time, but ultimately
and before re-enforcements .reached him had to fall back in pood
order before overwhelming numbers. This break in my line severed
the militia that were under General Grant, near Hickman Mills, and
many of them were captured, including a -Jl-pounder cannon, -which

belonged to the State. Meantime the re-enforcements ordered to

Byram s Ford joined Colonel Jennison s forces and fought the advan
cing column of the enemy till dark,&quot; when our forces drove back the
advance some distance. But the enemy had penetrated and broken my
extreme right flank, held Hickman Mills and all of the Blue south of

Byram s Ford, and taken position south of my headquarters and Kan
sas City, to which point 1 now moved my headquarters. Only a small

portion of my troops had been engaged when night closed the scene
and displayed the enemy s camp-tires over a vast field south and south
east of Westport.
Some of the details of this day s contest are thus presented by my

comrades in command. General Blunt says:

Early on The morning of tlio 22tl I directed the First Brigade, under Colonel Jenni
son, to proceed up the Big Blue, a distance of four miles, to Byram s Ford to defend
the crossing at that point, and for the same purpose I sent the Second Brigade, under
Colonel Moonlight, to Hinkle s Ford, about two miles above the main crossing. At
about 9 a. m. a small force of the enemy advanced on the main road from Independ
ence to Kansas City, which proved to be only a feint to divert attention from the
movement on our right Hank in the direction of Byram s Ford. At 1 o clock I heard
artillery tiring on my extreme right, from which I inferred that Colonel Jeunisou s

command had been attacked, and immediately dispatched a courier to Colonel Moon
light to re-enforce him with the Second Brigade, but before Colonel Moonlight bad
time to arrive on the ground Colonel Jennison was forced to retire and the enemy
had Hanked our position on the Big Blue, and was crossing that stream in force.
The First and Second Brigades kept upon their Hank, and when near the State lino
attacked the right of their column, turned his Hank, and punished him quite severely,
the fighting continuing until dark. Finding the position of our army at the Big
Blue Hanked by the enemy, and in the absence of superior authority, I directed

Major-General Deitzler, in command of the Kansas State Militia, to withdraw his
command to Kansas City, and dispatched orders to Colonels Jennison, Moonlight,
and Ford to remain with their commands in front of the enemy in the vicinity of

Westport.

Major-General Deitzler reports :

The entire Army of the Border was now in position on and along the north side of
Big Blue, occupying every passable crossing of that stream from its mouth to Hick
man Mills, a distance of about fifteen miles, and presenting a formidable appear
ance. Price s army entered Independence on the 21st, and on the morning of the M
his cavalry made demonstrations at several points in front of my position (the left

wing), in several instances driving the pickets ill under the cover of our artillery.
About ivoou, having received reliable information that a heavy column of the enemy
was moving against the right of our line. I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
commanding the Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, with two nieces of artillery,
to re-enforce that position. Subsequently the Twelfth Kansas State Militia and
Captain McLain s battery were also withdrawn from my line to re-enforce the right
under General Blunt. The enemy having forced a passage of the Big Blue at Byram s
Ford about 3 p. m., and my position being threatened from the rear, I quietly with
drew my command in perfect order, and retired to Kansas City, in obedience to
instructions from Major-General Blunt. Just as the troops commenced moving from
our works on the Big Blue a detachment of rebel cavalry made a furious dash upon
the left center of my line, occupied by the Nineteenth Kegiment Kansas State Mili

tia, under Colonel Hogan, who received the chafge with the greatest coolness and
gallantry, completely routing the enemy, killing 1- and capturing 10, without loss
on our side.
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Speaking of the operations of General Grant, who commanded the
militia on the right of General Blunt s command, the general adds:

A strong detachment of the enemy moved up the Blue under cover of the timber
and attacked General Grant, throwing his command into some confusion, killing 36
and wounding 43, taking about 100 prisoners, capturing 1 piece of artillery, and
compelling General Grant to retire to Olathe.

There was not much lighting on the left wing of the line, but General
Deitzler acted with good judgment and great promptness in his duties.

The militia generally did well, and the disaster of General Grant s

detachment was mainly owing to the overwhelming numbers of the

enemy that moved upon them. Colonel Jeunison, Avlio commenced the

fight, and stood the brunt of it during the afternoon, thus reports his

operations:

On the morning of the 22d I was ordered with the brigade to Byram s Ford of the

Big Blue, some eightmiles from its encampment of the night previous. Arrivingthere
we were joined by a detachment of Kansas State Militia of Colonel McCain s com
mand, which rendered valuable assistance in obstructing the ford of the river by
felling timber, &.c. About 10 a. m. the enemy s advance made; its appearance at the

ford, attacking our outposts and attempting to force a crossing. The ford was so

effectually obstructed, however, and in its condition wholly impassable for artillery,
that for some hours little progress was made, the attacking party being repulsed
each time it appeared in the front, which was defended by a strong skirmish line,

securely posted, and one section of the howitzer battery then in charge of Second
Lieut. H. L. Barker, Company G. Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to whom the.

command was transferred on the morning of the battle of Little Blue. The First

Brigade held the enemy effectually in check, notwithstanding his great superiority of

numbers, until about 8 p. in., when it became evident that he had succeeded in cross

ing considerable bodies above and below, and was rapidly flanking us both right and
left. Upon this intelligence (word of which was sent to the general commanding
with the additional report that the main body of the rebels was apparently in front
and determined to effect a crossing at Byram s Ford) it was determined to retire in

the direction of Westport or Kansas City, toward which it was evident the efforts

of the enemy were directed. Our lines at the ford having been forced back, the
rebels succeeded in crossing a considerable force of dismounted cavalry, a portion
of which was employed in removing obstructions in the river, while the others were

deployed on either side of the road, and advanced toward us. Then, with a strong
body of rebels pressing on our rear and in constant expectation that our flanks would
be attacked, the brigade commenced the retreat toward Westport. contesting every
foot of ground until the enemy gave over the action and retired to the ford. Reach
ing the open ground some four or five miles between Westport and the State line, a

large body of troops was discovered on our left advancing in a northerly direction
from the timber of the Blue. Upon reaching the line road we were joined by Colonel

Moonlight s command, when the First and Second Brigades were rapidly pushed for

ward upon the prairie to resist the advance of the enemy under Shelby, who had
evidently crossed the ford four miles above Byram s. Skirmishers were immediately
deployed from both brigades, and in a few minutes the action was commenced along
the entire line with small-arms. A body of Kansas State Militia coining up soon
after, it was formed in line of battle immediately in rear of First Brigade, when
the rebels, being closely pressed by our skirmish lines, wavered for a moment and
then began to give ground. Upon this a general advance of the First Brigade
was ordered, and the lines rapidly advanced toward the enemy, who, after a slight
resistance, fell back in confusion to the cover of the timber some two or three miles

distant, closely followed by our forces, until, as the sun went down, not a vestige of

the rebel Shelby s division beyond its dead and a few wounded was to be seen on the
field. Maintaining our lines for some time with no further demonstrations from the
recent exultant and confident enemy our columns were turned toward Westport,
which we reached about 7 o clock in the evening, going into camp between that place
and Kansas City, where the Army of the Border was mostly concentrated, and as

the night wore on we seemed encircled by the camp-fires of the rebels, which gleamed
menacingly from the woods.

Colonel Moonlight s report presents that

At the Big Blue, on the 22d, the Second Brigade was ordered to hold Simmons
Ford and report the movements of the enemy. None coming and the First. Brigade,
at Byram s Ford retreating, the Second Brigade in double-quick whipped around
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by Westport and met the enemy at the State line, checked his advance into Kansas,
and by the setting of the sun drove him back into Missouri. The fight continued
until dark, after which the pursuit was abandoned and my command moved up to

Shawnee Mission, for the purpose of procuring forage and rations.
* * In

tliis light Company G, of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, escort for Major-
General Curtis, joined my command on the occasion and participated in the right,
as also the howitzers under Major Hunt, chief of artillery.

Colonel Blair, who was first ordered to take position on the Big- Blue,

gives more detailed and correct intelligence of the militia forces which
he arranged in line. He reports as follows concerning his position on
the Big Bine:

Before I had the brigade equipped I received (on the morning of the 18th) an order
from General Curtis to move toward Independence and to come by Westport to com
plete my supplies. At 8 a. m. I w;is on the march. and, passing through Westport,
camped on the west side of the Big Blue, on the road from Kansas [City] to liide

pendeuce. - I spent the whole of the night and part of the next day in procuring
subsistence, arms, blankets, and tents for the command. Whilst engaged in this

duty I was instructed by General Curtis not to move camp till further orders from
him. On the morning of the 2()th Lieutenant Robinson, chief engineer on the start

of the commanding general, arrived from the front with orders to fortify the line of
the Big Blue, as General Curtis intended making his stand on that line. The 20th
and 21st were spent m examining the country, felling trees, forming abatis, obstruct

ing fords, and strengthening the defenses as much as possible. During the 21st the
Fourth Regiment Kansas State Militia. Colonel McCain, and the Nineteenth, Colonel

Hogau, reported to me. by order of Major-General Deitzler, Kansas State Militia,
and were assigned to duty in my brigade. Captain Dodge s (Ninth Wisconsin) bat

tery had also been assigned to my command in place of McLain s, taken to the front.

In the evening of the 21st, all the troops having fallen back on this line, I established

my command in its position of battle, where they supped, slept, and breakfasted the
next morning, their horses, together with all of the transportation, having been sent
back to Kansas City to avoid unnecessary incumbrances. My line of battle occupied
a front of six miles, with one regiment (McCain s) still higher up at Byram s Ford,
where the crossing was finally effected. Two hundred and fifty of Hogaii s regiment
held the cavalry ford at the mouth of the Blue, three miles from the main body of
the regiment which formed my left. Next came the colored militia, and the Sixth

Regiment Kansas State Militia, Colonel Montgomery. Dodge s (Ninth Wisconsin)
battery and the colored battery occupied a tine artillery position in the center, cut
out expressly for the occasion, supported on the right by Colonel Colton, Fifth Regi
ment Kansas State Militia, and Eves Bourbon County battalion. At the ford two
miles above was stationed Lieutenant Knowles (Second Kansas) battery, supported
by the Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, while still above at Byram s Ford was
stationed Colonel McCain, Fourth Regiment Kansas State Militia. To this point
Jennison s brigade was ordered, and at 11 a. m. the sound of the guns showed that
the battle had commenced on onr right. The Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and McLain s

battery, which np to this time had been in my rear, were ordered off to the right to

support Colonel Jcuuisou. I remained in position until 4 p. m., when I received
orders to fall back to Kansas City. As Colonel Hogau s regiment was leaving the
line to bring np the rear of the brigade a rush was made upon him by a party of the

enemy, who had been concealed in the brush to his front across the creek. They
waded the creek, pushed through and over the abatis of fallen trees clear up to

Hogan s line, where after a short, sharp little skirmish, some twenty of them were
taken prisoners and the rest driven off.

Maj. T. I. McKenny, additional aide-de-camp and inspecting officer

of my staff, reports his active efforts in the action, from which 1 present
th6 following extracts:

October ;22. On this day was fought the battle of Big Blue. The general com
manding being fearful that a sufficient force; had not been stationed at Byram s Ford,
directed me to order Major-General Deitzler to send the greater part of his force

to Colonel Jennison. holding that ford. General Deitzler said that he could not
see the necessity as there were already the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas, besides
150 infantry, also some other troops, with four guns, at that point, but that he
would send more. I designated an independent company, numbering about 100,
which I had that day armed on my own responsibility with arms taken from

wagons going to Kansas City, as a proper force to be sent. It was understood
these would be a part of the force sent. * The general commanding being
desirous of information irom the front, particularly Hickmau Mills, dispatched me
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to see what could be learned. Taking the wrong road I came near Byram s Ford,
and there found Colonel Jennison slowly falling hack and observed the enemy (in
his front] and a large body of men on his right Hank, supposed to be the enemy. Re
traced my steps and got on the llickman Mills road, when I met this same body of

men, which proved to be Colonel Johnson s militia in rapid retreat. I stopped them
and caused them to go to the rear slowly. At the same time I sent Colonel Jennison
notice. I now proceeded on my road, but had not gone far when I became satisfied

that I would soon be cut ott . as the enemy were already rapidly advancing, having
captured many of the militia near Hickman Mills, besides one gnu. I now rode

rapidly to the rear. Overtaking the militia I placed them in lino of battle in the

edge of the timber, with directions to hold their ground and retard the enemy s

progress. General Fishback was present and manifested the greatest willingness
to meet the enemy. I afterward learned that this regiment did good service. Night
now closing in found us in rather a doubtful position. Our forces being rressed fell

back to[ward] Kansas City, where most of them arrived about 10 o clock. The Sec
ond Colorado, with the exception of two companies, with the Eleventh, Fifteenth,
and Sixteenth Kansas, remained on the field confronting the enemy.

Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general, who noted the time and
generally drew up my orders aud reports, says, concerning this day s

operations :

At this time (11 o clock) Jennison was holding Byram s Ford and Moonlight
Hinkle s Ford. Colonel Ford reported that heavy columns of the enemy were mov
ing in direction of these fords. C-cuerals Deitzler and Blunt were both ordered to
send forward re-enforcements.

Major Hunt, my chief of artillery, reports of his operations:

The general sent mo out with body guard to re-enforce. Reached a distance of
about two miles from town (Westport); met the militia falling back in confusion;
halted them and made them go back; sent a messenger to Colonel Jennison asking
him where I could render him the most service. He informed me that the enemy was
flanking him on the right and left, and for me to fall back on the Westport road to

keep the enemy out of town. I did so. Met Colonel Moonlight passing west to check
the enemy from going into Kansas. Soon the Fifteenth, under Colonel Hoyt, also

came. We all marched in double-quick until we reached the Kansas prairie west of

Westport; here we deployed in line; met the enemy square in the face. I turned
over the command of the body guard to Captain Gove and gave my services to Col
onel Moonlight. The enemy opened two pieces of rifled artillery upon us at the dis

tance of a mile, supported by Fagan s or Shelby s division. They drove us steadily
from about 3 o clock until nearly dark, when our skirmish line was re-enforced. I

assumed command of it and drove the enemy back some two miles, capturing several

prisoners, among them a lieutenant, whom I delivered to the commanding general in
Kansas [City] that night. Colonel Moonlight, Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb, Colonel

Jeunison, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, and other officers and men, deserve special credit
for their soldierlike conduct.

Lieut. Cyrns M. Roberts, acting aide-de-camp, was ordered to carry
communications to Hickman Mills, and being thus detached, reports:

On the 22d of October, in the afternoon, when Colonel Jennison s command was
attacked at Byram s Ford, you ordered me at Westport. Mo., to go to Hickman Mills,
Mo., and order all the forces that might be there to immediately re-enforce Colonel Jen
nison. Arriving at the Mills I found Ma.j. .John M. Laiug in command of a part of the
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry and delivered him your order. His command
was feeding. I also saw the Twenty-first Kansas State Militia, which was just ready
to mount. I delivered your order to the colonel (Lowe) commanding, and his regi
ment moved forward immediately at a trot.

* When we arrived on the brink
of the hill descending to the Big Blue we saw right ahead of us, and as far as the

eye could reach, clouds of dust along the road, and knew it must be the main column
of the enemy advancing. In a very lew minutes (perhaps rive) the Twenty-first Kan
sas State Militia had dismounted and formed in line of battle along the brink of the
hill. Those of the Twenty-first Regiment who could see the enemy commenced tir

ing. Their advance immediately fell back out of sight aud formed in a body, but in
a few minutes came forward with a yell. The Twenty-first fired a volley into them
and they fell back out of sight. While this was going on Major Laing s command
carne up where the horses were held, but instead of rendering the militia assistance

they turned immediately bark, leaving the militia to get out the best they could.
Several of the militia followed, but Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson, Colonel Lowe, and
myself, drew our weapons and kept the militia (who were giving way) to the front.
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The enemy appeared very much demoralized and did not seem to want tc give us
battle after this. Holding our position twenty or thirty minutes without another
attack (the skirmishing still going on) we concluded to mount and pass around the
enemy to the west and joiii you. It was getting late and darkness came oil before
we had gone a mile.

It is proper to say in this connection that I arrested Major Laing
when this affair was reported to me, but upon explanations, and in con
sideration of his gallantry elsewhere, I directed his release. This

report of Lieutenant Roberts shows the operations in the vicinity of
Hickmau Mills, and also the movement of the enemy westward at
the close of the day s righting. This repulse by the militia was a gal
lant affair and must have greatly annoyed the rebels, who found resist

ance on all sides of them. Other staff officers, Major Weed, Major
Curtis, Captain Meeker, of the signal corps, Surgeon Davis, Lieutenant
Robinson, were also active in carrying out my orders. My volunteer

aides, Honorables Senators Lane and Pomeroy, were earnest and very
efficient in the field. Senator Pomeroy was especially active in bring
ing the militia forward and correcting their impressions as to the
movements, while Senator Lane s experience in former campaigns in

Mexico and upon the Kansas border enabled him to be of much service
in the field everywhere. Colonel Crawford, Colonel Roberts. Colonel

Ritchie, and Colonel Cloud, ot my volunteer aides, all of whom had
experience and zeal to stimulate their exertions, were active, efficient,
and useful throughout this and other days of this campaign. Sur
geon Davis and Surgeon Harvey were active in their care of the
wounded.

Reference to the accompanying map* will show the scope of oper
ations during the day and the general result.

Our left and center had not been moved by the enemy and although
our extreme right had been pressed back our closing efforts were
encouraging. The enemy now having possession south of us, after

night concealed our movements 1 ordered the main forces to take posi
tion within the lines of fortification which surrounded Kansas City,
where they could get rest and supplies, to which place 1 moved my
own headquarters. About o clock of this evening I also received
verbal intelligence of the arrival of General Rosecrans advance, under
Major-General Pleasonton, with cavalry, at Independence, where it was
stated he had struck General Price s rear. This intelligence came
about 6 o clock in the evening, and being circulated among my forces

inspired new hopes and energies in the Army of the Border.

BATTLE OF WESTPORT.

Night closing the battle of Big Blue on the 22d. I ordered my troops
under cover of the darkness to concentrate within the lines of field-

works that inclosed Kansas City, Mo., only a small force remaining in

front of Westport near the long line of camp-fires that maiked the

position and vastly superior numbers of the rebel forces. The citizens

and soldiers had so improved the natural strength of Kansas City as to

make this position almost impregnable, and being well furnished with

food, forage, and ammunition, I replenished exhausted stores and
secured my weary soldiers a few hours repose, which, after so many
days of marching, watching, and fighting, we all very much needed.
But in view of to-morrow my officers were put to a new test of their

powers of endurance. The enemy had halted south of Westport, and

*To appear in the Atlas.
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some five or six miles south of Kansas City, whore he could either turn

my new right Hank, which rested on Turkey Creek, or attack in front

at his leisure. I therefore determined to renew the offensive on his

own grounds with my main force, leaving heavy artillery, unmounted
militia, and the home guard of the city to hold the line of intrench-

ments, to fall back upon if occasion required. A dispatch from Maj.
Frank Eno, Saint Louis, October 22, informed me that General Rosecrans
was at 1.30 p.m. to-day fifteen miles from Lexington, but ascoutfrom his

cavalry advance reported General Pleasonton at Independence, only
nine miles from Kansas City. Militia also came in to re-enforce me and
compensate for the considerable hisses of the day. I directed Generals
Blunt and Deitzler to personally supervise preparations and have the

troops to commence moving at 3 o clock in the morning, and all of my
staff not then engaged locating the troops for the night were also

directed to assist in notifying and replenishing the militia for the pro
posed attack of the enemy at daylight the next morning. A verbal

message was also sent to General Pleasontou giving him information
of my purpose. General Pomeroy volunteered to locate troops at the

crossing of the Kansas Elver, so as to apprise me of any movement
around my right flank. The officers all heartily united and labored
most of the night in efforts to have everything ready for a united,

powerful attack on the rebel camp at daylight.
Our regular volunteers, with the artillery, moved early in the morn

ing of the 23d, and were deployed into line of battle two miles south of

Westport, on Brush Creek, which is shown on the map* accompanying
this report. This stream lies east and west, and is skirted by a dense
forest some two miles wide. This advance of General Blunt was
soon attacked by overwhelming odds, and gradually fell back. The
militia came up and deployed under Colonel Blair on the right, but not
sufficient to maintain the advanced position. Our troops fought des

perately and sometimes repulsed the enemy, .but gradually fell back to

the north side of Brush Creek. After directing General Deitzler and
Colonel Coates (who commanded the Missouri militia) to put the whole
male population about Kansas City on duty in the trenches of that

place, I pressed forward all the mounted forces and joined General
Blunt at Westport at 7.30, where I found our forces as last mentioned.
The enemy had advanced his skirmishers so as to occupy the timber
south of Brush Creek, while our troops occupied the timber on the
north side. As the militia were coming forward, I ordered a reconnais
sance to the left and front, also sending Major Curtis in that direction

with orders to find and report matters to General Pleasonton, and
directed also the farther extension of our lines to the right. From the

root of the hotel where I found General Blunt we could see beyond
the timber of Brush Creek the rebel forces deployed in endless lines on
the open prairie. McLain s battery was on the brow of the north bank
of Brush Creek and near the road, Dodge s (Ninth Wisconsin) battery
to his right. We also had about twenty other pieces of artillery, mostly
mountain howitzers, with cavalry, taking position as their supporting
squadrons came into line. Meantime continued firing was kept up by
skirmishers and artillery on both sides, with but little damage to either.

After taking the positions named on opposite sides of Brush Creek,
about 11 o clock 1 went myself to the right of our lines, and led the

militia forward as skirmishers. 1 tried to get through the timber with

Dodge s battery and two little howitzers of my escort, but the roads

* To appear in the Atlas.
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were not fjivorable and I left the farther movement of the right to
Colonel Blair, who was soon after joined by ( General Deitzler. I was
directed by an old man, a Missouri patriot of seventy-live years, through
a narrowr defile to Brush Creek with Dodge s battery and other forces.
With trembling, sinking steps the old man directed us to a position
where we immediately began to demonstrate against the enemy that

occupied the inclined plain and wooded heights on the south of Brush.
The weary veteran refused to ride, but sunk down with delight and
exhaustion when he saw the success of our guns. Like many other brave
Missourians of that day he saw the rebellion vanishing before him and
his home and country free. Moving farther down Brush Creek to the
left I found Colonels Ford and Jeunison skirmishing fiercely and evi

dently successfully pressing the enemy back. Thinking it a favorable
time I immediately ordered a cavalry charge, one by the main road, and
another by a road leading to the left and front, supported by advancing
skirmishers and second lines. At the same time I directed General
Blunt to advance in support with McLain s battery, and other artillery.
The cavalry charges led by Lieutenant Colonel Hoyt and Captain
Thompson dashed forward with a terrible shout, carrying the heights
and stone fences, which were immediately occupied by our main forces,
and I soon saw our line, extending far away on my right, emerging
from the dark forests of Brush Creek.*
The enemy was soon overpowered, and after a violent and desperate

struggle fell back to another elevation on the broad prairie and operated
their artillery and cavalry to their utmost ability in a vain attempt to
check our general movement. Our militia continued to come swarm
ing out of the forest, displaying a length and strength ot numbers that

surprised me. Their movement was steady, orderly, and gallant.

Every piece of artillery, especially the little howitzers, was in active

tire, showing artillery enough to represent an army of oO,00(). This

display of force, rather than effective tire, seemed to cause the

enemy to increase his distance before us, while wre steadily advanced
all arms over a beautiful prairie, where both armiex were in full view.
It was at this time, about 11.30 a. m., 1 telegraphed you and* my anx
ious friends in the rear that the victory was ours. At about 1_J m. the

guns of General Pleasonton were heard on our left, and at 2 p. m. his
lines were in full and successful co-operation on the left. The enemy s

retiring movement was immediately changed to a complete rout and
our troops took up the pursuit at full speed. I met with General
Pleasonton at a farm-house on Indian Creek, where he related to me his

movements, which had also commenced early in the morning and
included active operations most of the day. To give a full detail ot

matters I submit the reports of my associate officers, but especially
collate the following extracts:
General Blunt says:

All the night of the 22d was occupied in getting ammunition and subsistence to

my command, with the view of commencing tho attack upon the enemy at daylight
the following morning. Daylight on tho morning of the 23d revealed the enemy in

force on the open prairie directly south of Westport and about two miles distant.
Col. C.W. Blair s brigade of State inilitia wasordered out from Kansas City at 3 a. m.,
and at daylight my whole command was in motion, moving in column through
Westport and across Brush Creek, and soon after sunrise the First, Second, and
Fourth Brigades were deployed into line of battle on the south side of the timber

skirting Brush Creek, where Shelby s division, of Price s army, was advancing upon

* Map of battle-ground of Westport (here omitted) to appear in the Atlas.
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my line. Skirmishers were thrown forward and the engagement with small-arms
and artillery soon became, general. My advance line being hard pressed I ordered
Col. C. W. Blair to advance with the Sixth and Tenth Regiments State Militia, to

support the right of my line and guard my right Hank, which order was executed
with great promptness. Time being required to get the militia arriving Irom Kan
sas City dismounted and in position, and the contest in front being severe and un
equal. I directed my advance line to tall back to the north side of Brush Creek.
The enemy advanced a short distance, but did not attempt to attack my second
line, with the exception of a small force that approached through the timber to
attack my left flank. This force was promptly repulsed by the Fifth and Nineteenth

Regiments of the State Militia, under Colonels Colton and Hogan.

Major-General Deitzler, Kansas State Militia, reports:

On the morning of the 23d I received instructions from the commanding general
to remain at Kansas City, and to place the artillery and infantry in position in the
iutrenchmeuts and hurry to the front. About 9 a. m. I directed Brigadier-General
Sherry. Kansas State Militia, to assume, command of the works in Kansas City, and
proceeded to Westport. There had been severe lighting all morning in the vicinity
of Westport, and some brilliant charges by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas Vol
unteer Cavalry, which were resisted with great stubbornness, and resulted in heavy
loss to the euemy, but no ground was gained by our side. . When I arrived at the
front the firing had ceased and I found our forces formed on the blurt on the north
side of Brush Creek, the left resting on the road leading from Westport to Hick-
man Mills, and the enemy on the south side of said creek, beyond the woods. The
Kansas militia were dismounted and the horses sent to the rear, and as soon as the
formation was completed our forces were ordered by Ma.jor-General Curtis to advance,
with General Blunt on the left and myself on the right. The personal presence of

Major-General Curtis inspired the men with confidence, and the whole command
moved forward in perfect order through the dense underbrush, and as they emerged
from the woods on the south side of Brush Creek they encountered the enemy in

strong force, and, after a severe struggle, in which our troops showed great bravery,
drove him from. his chosen position. Taking advantage of the confusion which oc
curred in the enemy s line at this time our victorious force advanced rapidly into the

open field, tiring volley after volley into the flying rebels, killing and Wounding large
numbers, who were left in our hands. Both armies were now in full view of each
other on the open prairie, presenting one of the most, magnificent spectacles in na
ture. The enemy made several attempts to stand, but such was the dashing bravery
of our troops that they never succeeded in rallying and forming their men to otter

any considerable resistance. A running tight was then kept up for about four miles,
the enemy slowly retreating in a southerly direction, parallel with and about a mile
from the State line, in Missouri, when General Rosecrans advance, under Major-
Geueral Pleasonton, made its appearance some distance from the right of the enemy,
and opened upon them with artillery. At this point the retreat became a perfect
rout, and the enemy, running in great confusion southward, were soon out of sight.
Their course was indicated by dense volumes of smoke, emanating from their burn
ing of the prairie hay, grain stacks. &c. I accompanied the pursuit a short distance

beyond the Blue, where we were joined by Major-General Pleasonton and start .

After consultation with that officer it was decided that the L
T

. S. forces under Geu-
erals Curtis and Pleasonton were sufficient to follow the rebel horde and to drive
them beyond the States of Missouri and Kansas, whereupon I requested and obtained
permission, from the general commanding to order the militia to their several coun
ties, except the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiments, all from Southern Kansas, who
continued with the pursuit to Fort Scott, from whence they were sent to their homes.

Colonel Ford, of the Second Colorado, reports:

Early on the morning of the 23d I was ordered with my brigade through West-
port. I formed a portion of the Second Colorado and Sixteenth Kansas on the hill

immediately south of Brush Creek, with one section of the battery, but soon after
advanced to the edge of the prairie and took up position across the road to the left

of Colonel .Jennison s brigade, the section of the battery being placed in the road.
For a while the tiring was exclusively artillery, but the rebels advancing, the whole
line was soon engaged and kept up a very steady and galling lire for two hours or
more. The euemy was repeatedly repulsed, and one very bold and dashing charge
made by him down the road upon the battery Avas very handsomely repulsed by
portions of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry, the counter

charge being led in person by Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, commanding the Sixteenth
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and in which charge he received a severe wound in the
foot. Finally, in the face of a very heavy fire from the First Brigade, the enemy
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forced a very large column iiito a sm;ill copse to the right of my brigade :iud com
menced a Hank lire upon me. Not having force enough to dislodge the enemy from
his new position 1 fell buck toward Brush Creek, forming line upon each ridge until
I received orders to form north of the creek, the battery meanwhile having been
placed in a commanding position on the hill. After forming on the bottom, I sent

part of the Second Colorado Cavalry, on foot, as skirmishers through the woods.
The Twelfth Kansas State Militia were also sent into the woods, on foot, and did
good service. The footmen kept steadily driving the enemy until the advance of the
whole division was ordered, Avhen our old position was regained, and after a short

light the enemy was completely routed, and fled precipitately from the field. Every
one advanced as speedily as possible, continuing the pursuit until dark. Colonel
Jennisou, with portions of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and Second
Colorado Cavalry, in the extreme advance.

Colonel Jennison reports :

On the morning of the 23d the brigade was under arms at daylight, and after

having supplied itself, with ammunition from the train sent out from Kansas City,
retraced its march of the previous evening, coming on the rebel lines about three
miles from the town, where it assumed position as the center of the line, with the

brigades of Colonels Ford and Moonlight on the flanks. The brigade was thus de

ployed on the rjght of the road, in a large held traversed by rail and stone fences,
which to some extent impelled, active cavalry operations, though affording excellent

protection to dismounted troops. Our skirmish lines were immediately formed and
had advanced but few rods \vuen severe and incessant tire of small-arms was com
menced upon them and replied to. with utmost spirit, the enemy commencing almost
instantly to fall back. Our lines were then advanced some distance, a rapid tire

being kept up from either side, until the rebels, having received a re-enforcement,
made a desperate stand and succeeded in temporarily pressing us back beyond our

original position, and to the edge of a small body of timber skirting the wood upon
which the Second Colorado Cavalry was posted. At this point the lighting again
became severe, and a second time we were compelled to retire, a movement partici
pated in by the entire division

;
the First Brigade, however, forming the right of the

new line about 200 yards in rear of its first position, the Second Brigade having left

the field. At this point a desultory tin^ was kept up for some time, the rebels mak
ing no positive demonstration, our lines being re-enforced by the militia under
Colonel Blair. At length the enemy pressed 1orward and succeeded in planting
one section of a Parrott battery on the Line road, rendering our position ti*e-

of extreme danger, his lines being heavily re-enforced at the same time, leav
ing the position we fell back on the Line road almost to the suburbs of West-
port, where the army was reorganizing and concentrating for a final effort, aad soon-
the order was received for a general advance along the entire line, which w,as obeyed
with the utmost alacrity. The First Brigade, with a detachment of vhe Second;
Colorado and McLain s battery, took position on the right of the

road&amp;gt; commencing-
an impetuous attack upon the rebels, who were rallying for a charge n^xm-the battery,
one section of which was posted directly in The road. Hardly hudjwe taken posin
tion when the enemy charged in column upon the guns up tlu .road, which were
supported by the Second Colorado, the First Brigade being tp the right in front .

as they advanced, Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, forming the
left of the brigade line and deployed as skirmishers. Seeing that.a desperate effort
was required to save the battery I immediately rallied Company E and Jed in person:
a charge upon the flank o

%
f the rebel column, a movement which was entirely sue--

cessfal, though a desperate hand-to-hand contest ensued, after maintaining which &amp;gt;

for a short time the enemy withdrew in disorder toward his main lines southward. .

* The enemy having fallen back upon the road, our lines were reformed andt
again advanced through the fields on the right of the road, driving the rebels at all;

points. Directly in the road, at the summit of a slight slope, a body of the enemy,
seemed determined to make a stand, when I was ordered by General Blunt to charge
the hill with his body guard and one squadron of the Second Colorado, all the troops .

avaiLable at that instant. Drawing sabers and forming columns of fours the squadrons &amp;lt;

dashed with reckless courage upon the hill into the very midst of the rebels, who,-,
not waiting to ascertain our strength and hardly making a show, of fighting, broke-
and fled, some into the timber on the left, but p majoriry down the road., A detach -

ment was then dismounted and deployed along a stone fence skirting the woods audi
a sprightly lire was opened on the rebels in the woods to the left, but these soom
made their way out and joined the main rebel body about a mile distant, where the
enemy s lines were yet unbroken and upon which at this period a section of McLain s

battery, under Lieutenant Eayre, was brought to bear with telling effect. Generals
Curtis and Blunt having reached the scene in person I was directed to charge the
rebel lines with the First Brigade on the right and Ivfr oif the road, under cover of
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a heavy fire from the Colorado battery, -which -was worked with rapidity and the
utmost precision by Captain McLain and his lieutenants. Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt,
with six squadrons of the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was directed to

advance on the left, while, with one company of the Fifteenth, the Third Wisconsin
detachment, two companies Second Colorado, and General Blunt s body guard, I

took the right. The brigade thus formed advanced, charging the rebel lines with an

impetuosity that overcame opposition. The enemy then, confused and demoralized,
broke and fled, scattering arms and equipments along the road, and covering the

grounds with the debris of a routed army. For more than a mile the brigade pur
sued, never drawing rein, while the rebels, too demoralized to attempt a halt, seemed
eacli determined to save himself as best he might.

* * * The First Brigade, in

advance of the pursuing column, maintained its position during the remainder of the

day, coming up with the enemy below Little Santa F6 and skirmishing with his rear
until dark.

Colonel Jennison honorably mentions most of his officers, especially
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, Maj. T. I. McKenny, of my staff, who joined
him in the advance. Captain Johnson, and many others who deserve
commendation. The whole brigade deserves the gratitude of theiir

country.
Colonel Moonlight s report says:

Early on the morning of the 23d I received orders to supply my command witl*
ammunition and rations aoatd take the right of the line of battle about to be formed
little south of West port. This was promptly done, and in front of the Second Bri
gade the enemy were driven back for over a mile after a stubborn resistance. The
command on the left had fallen back, so I was not supported in that direction, allow
ing the enemy to come up on my flank and deliver a raking tire. To meet this lire an&amp;gt;4

preserve order it was necessary to wheel two squadrons to the left, which was done
in tine style by Companies A and I. Eleventh (Lieutenant Drew commanding Compay
I after the battle of Little Blue). My command fell back in good owler, handsfmw^y
protected on the right flank by Lieutenant-Colonel Woodwortk, Twelfth K SWISH*
State Militia, who reported to me that morning with a part of the regimen*.. d itlonet
Woodworth is deserving much praise for dashing on the enemy s flank of skirraaslW,vsi
in the manner he did. After falling back to Westport I received orders IBCMW Gen
eral Blunt to pass round the right flank of the enemy and keep in between him and
Kansas, which order was faithfully carried out. and while our forces from Westport
were putting Price to rout the Second Brigade whipped in on the right flank in hot
pursuit of that portion of the enemy invading Kansas.

Colonel Moonlight s brigade deserves commendation.
Brig. Gen. \V. II. M. Fishback, Kansas State Militia, participated in

this battle, commanding the militia on the right under Major-General
Deitzler, and reports as follows:

The 23d instant the enemy appeared in line of battle a little south of Brush Creek
near Westport. Generals Curtis and Blunt occupied a position in front and directed
our movements in person. About 8 a. m. our entire force moved out to meet the
enemy, and took position on Brush Creek, extending our lines from east to west,
Colonel Jennison s brigade occupying the left. Colonel Moonlight s the right, and
my brigade the center. Here the brigade was dismounted and acted as support to
the batteries. The battle at this point was tierce and stubborn and with varying
success, neither -side gaining any great, decisive advantage for more than three hours,
the rebels hotly contesting every foot until about 10 o clock, when they began
slowly I

aJlijjjr
back. Our men stood up nobly to their work and maintained their

ground like -veterans, and, seeing their advantage, were eager to pursue. The enemy
were now plainly feeling their way out and losing nerve. Our boys commenced and
isoon the whole woods resounded with loud and long continued cheer after cheer as
\\ve drove them and pushed them from the timber. Our batteries are now hurried
through the corn-field, followed by the militia, who are supporting them. Here we
have punished them severely; their dead are numerous and lie on the field un-
buried. Our loss compared with theirs is trifling. By 12 o clock we have reached !

the open prairie four miles south of Westport, when we see on our left as far as the ;

eye can reach a long column advancing toward us. We are inspired with ne\\ .

and intense interest; we look and listen; we are not long in doubt; we hear tho
artillery of Generals Pleasonton and McNeil

; they have at last reached us and givaiu
the enemy s right a taste of their powder; we now have them; the retreat becaaiua
a perfect rout; we cannot keep pace with them. The battle is over, tb,Q victor&quot;

won, and nobly won. J
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The militia of Kansas behaved nobly and saved their State from
devastation. Colonel Blair s command on this occasion was mainly
Kansas State militia and he reports his movements as follows:

Pursuant to General Blunt s orders I formed my brigade on the high grounds
south of Westport, overlooking a little creek, the southern acclivity of which was
covered with a dense growth of timber and underbrush. After the line was formed
and. the artillery in position I dismounted the militia, leaving every sixth man to
hold horses, and pushed them through the timber to the front, where 1 formed them
behind a fence and in front and on the left ol the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. Before us was an open tield, on the other side of which
was the enemy in considerable force and strongly posted behind a stone fence, which
formed an admirable cover. \Ve were partially protected by tlic edge of the timber
and a rail fence. Firing was kept up rapidly and heavily for half an hour, the

enemy being held firmly in check, but I attempted no advance, as 1 did not know
whether our flanks were cleared or not. In a short time the Fifteenth retired, in

obedience to orders, and very soon after I received an order through Col. S.J. Craw
ford, of the staff, to fall back to my first position. Accordingly I marched to the

rear, through the timber, and formed immediately on the north bank ot the creek
without going clear back to my original position. A rumor reaching me
that the enemy was attempting to flank my position on the right, and fearing to
await for orders lest it might be accomplished I dispatched a messenger to General
Blunt to inform him of what I was doing, and hastily threw my line up into the
dense timber on my right, twice its own length, and then pushed it steadily forward.
At this time I received orders from Major-General Curtis to make the movement
which I had already commenced. Thus reassured. I moved forward as rapidly as
the thick undergrowth and broken ground would permit until I came to the edge of
an open tield and formed a junction with Colonel Ilogau s regiment, which had been
sent forward from a different direction. A heavy lire was here opened on us from
a corn-field which stretched from our right front, and which seemed filled with skir

mishers, and from a large brick house in an orchard just beyond, in which a party
of sharpshooters was stationed.. In a few minutes several of our men had fallen, and
the lire was incessant and close. I immediately ordered the right of the brigade
forward and drove the enemy from the corn-Held and house, while the left of the line

kept straight forward through a stubble-field on their rlank. About half a mile
to the front the cavalry and artillery came out the road on our left and we joined
the line, relieving Jeunison s cavalry from its position in support of McLain s battery.
We then commenced driving the enemy steadily before us, and from then until his

retreat became a rout it was as much as my dismounted men could do to keep up
with the artillery. As soon as the heaviest of the action was over I sent details
back to bring up the horses, and pushed forward with my OAVII dismounted men and
artillery.

The colonel makes honorable mention of many of the militia officers,

and very justly commends the conduct of the Kansas militia for their

good conduct during the day, for all which I refer you to his entire

report, which, with all from which I make extracts, and many more, are

respectfully submitted.

Maj. S. 8. Curtis, Second Colorado, who, with a small detachment,
went in search of General Pleasonton early in the day, returned at

night, reporting General McNeil s operations which came to his notice:

About 10 a. m. I was ordered to take a squadron of the Second Colorado, com
manded by Captain Kingsbury, and proceed via Independence to General Pleasou-
ton s command and inform him of the position and operations of General Curtis. 1

went within one mile and a half of Independence, where, rinding I was far in the rear
of General Pleasonton s command, I turned south, and striking the Independence and
Hickman Mills road I followed it until I came up with General McNeil s brigade,
which I found drawn up in line of battle on a ridge, with a number of dismounted
men in the valley in front of them. On tho opposite side of the ridge to the south
about three-fourths of a mile distant the enemy were deployed and still deploying.
Some artillery tiring was progressing when 1 came up, which continued for several
minutes thereafter, but as the enemy continued to deploy troops and was endeavor

ing to flank us on both sides, General McNeil ordered the command to fall back
about half a mile. I could hear nothing from General McNeil of General Pleason
ton s whereabouts, and concluded he must have passed between me and the Big
Blue. As I had ridden hard for some fifteen miles, and the squadron showed some
signs of fatigue. I rested there for about two hours and then struck almost due
west on a by-road which brought me to the Big Blue, at the Westport ford, where there
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were signs of very severe lighting that day. Broken wagons, cannon balls, shells.

and dead bodies were scattered along the road for two miles. The dead seemed
nearly all of the Kansas militia and the rebels. I saw but one white man, who
appeared to have been a Federal soldier, and two negroes. I came to General San-
born s camp shortly after dark and there lirst learned the particulars of the battle
of the day and also that General Pleasonton had effected a junction with General
C nrtis and that both were probably encamped several miles to the west. 1 then

pushed ahead with my squadron and reached headquarters at Little Santa Fe at 10

p. 111., having traveled about forty-live miles during the day.

The movements west by Colonel Moonlight and east by Major Curtis
show the extent ot operations both east and west by both the troops of
General Rosecrans and mine to have extended east and west from near
Hickinan Mills to the State line. And other reports show the contest
to have extended from Westport to about five miles below Little Santa
Fe. where Colonel Jeniiison left the enemy at work.
The active part taken by other officers of my staff in this victory will

be found in their several reports. Those of Major Weed, Major
McKeuny. Major Hunt, Major Chariot, Captain Meeker, and Lieuten
ant Roberts will be found interesting as well as those of my volunteer
staff. General Lane, General Pomeroy, Colonel Roberts, Colonel Cloud,
and others. I have only extracted portions to illustrate leading truths
of history, omitting what is also of interest but not essential to the pres
entation of our general movement. I have been only anxious to give
the general outlines of affairs which extended far beyond the reach of

any one observer, inviting examination of the reports of my subordi
nates who in various positions saw and participated in the movements
and bloody strife of this campaign. The victory of Westport was most
decisive. We did not stop to count our losses or bury our dead in any
of these conflicts. In killed, wounded, and missing it was probably
500. The enemy s loss in killed and prisoners was not larger, but their

men scattered, leaving two broken cannon, many muskets, and much
of their equipments on the Held. Their retreat commenced on what is

called the Line road, which they generally followed southward in their

flight and subsequent pursuit to the Arkansas River.

CHANGE OF FORCE AND PURSUIT OF PRICE S ARMY.

The enemy having been fairly defeated at Westport after over three

days of fighting, a vigorous pursuit was necessary to prevent his taking
our military posts which are located near the State line at various

points between (he Missouri and the Arkansas, a distance of about 300
miles. The troops of General Pleasonton. the militia, about 10.000

strong, and my regular volunteers, about 4,000, were now more than
sufficient to pursue Price. Halting at a farm-house near Indian Creek
about LJ.30 on the2. 5d, these matters were discussed: Generals Pleason

ton, Deit/ler, Blunt, Sanborn, and most of om staffs, having stopped for

dinner and consultation. General Pleasonton proposed to move his

command eastward toward Harrison ville, suggesting the long march of

some of his cavalry, which had come up from Arkansas, and also the im

portance of the Missouri volunteers being at their homes on the day of

eleetym, now near at hand, but Governor Carney and General Deit/ler

urged the necessity of discharging the Kansas militia, who, with, indif

ferent equipments and doubtful pay, had left their homes and served

faithfully in checking the enemy. This 1 considered reasonable and
General Pleasonton concurred.
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The militia residing north were released and martial law rescinded in

all tlie country north of my position by the following- orders:

GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS,
No. .

J In the Field, on Indian Creek, October 23, 1S043 p. m.

So much of General Orders, No. 54. headquarters Department of Kansas, aa pro
claims martial law north of the Kansas Kiver is liereby revoked. The enemy are

repelled and driven south. Our success is beyond all anticipation. The general
^delights to relieve the people north of the Kansas from the burden.

By order of Major-General Curtis:

C. S. CHARLOT,
Major and .-ixsistant Adjutant-Ueneral.

From the same point i telegraphed General Rosecrans, as follows:

INDIAN CHEEK, October ,-?.?. 1S04 2.30 p. in.

Major-General ROSECRAXS :

Your dispatch duly received. I have had a hard fight this morning before the
rebels gave way, but about an hour ago General Pleasontou s forces crowded the

enemy on my left and his rout was complete. He now retreats cautiously, but as
liusfc as possible. My horses are in line condition and we can continue, the pursuit
with success if provisions can be brought forward fast enough.
v

Very respectfully,
S. R. CURTIS,

Major- (ieneral.

To this in the evening I received the following reply:

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., October ~,, 1SG4 S-.45 p. m.

Major-Gn-inerul Ct RTis,
Indian ( reck, Mo. :

Your dispatch 2.150 p. m. received. Am happy to have such good news. I repeat
jny belief expressed in yesterday s dispatch to you that our combined forces can bring
Price to grief. Infantry command can co-operate, reaching Little Santa Fe&quot; to-mor
row evening, perhaps farther. Will use every available means of transportation to

supply you via Pleasant Hill. Please use your influence to get the Kansas people to

supply Pleasontou s horses. The result will amply pay them.
W. S. ROSECRANS,

Major-(t( Heral.

Having thus disposed of the militia. Governor Carney and General
Deitzler returned to direct their homeward march and muster out of
those living north of us. General Pleasonton, with his division and my
regular volunteers and militia residing south of Kansas Kiver, now
resumed the pursuit, arriving at Little Santa Fe about dark, when I

forwarded to you the following; dispatch :

HEADQI ARTEB.S ABMY or THE BORDER,
Little Sunta Fe, October 2:1, 1S64 ;~,.;-lo o clock.

Major-General HALLKCK,
H axhiii(/to, D. C. :

The enemy is in full retreat and ranch demoralized. lie moves directly south
on and near the Line road. General Pleasonton united his forces with mine at 2
o clock. Our losses are inconsiderable. We lost one gun yesterday and took one
to-day. The pursuit will be renewed at daylight. After four days obstinate right

ing the men and horses are much exhausted and must have a little ivst.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

On the 24th of October, at an early hour, we resumed the pm-suit.
General Blunt taking the advance as commander of the Kansas troops,
which I now denominated as the First Division, and General Pleasonton

following with his division, comprising Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, and
other troops, which I denominated a Second Division according to the
rank of the major-generals.

k For version of this dispatch as sent by Rosecrans, see Part IV,
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My telegraph to you en route was indicative of the incidents of the

day:

HEAIXJCAKTKUS ix THK FIKLD,
October !, 1SG412 m.

Major-General HALLKCK,
Washington, D. C. :

My pursuit of Price lins extended down the Line road opposite to Paola. He
makes rapid progress, hut dead horses and debris show his demoralized and desti

tute condition and inv probable success in overhauling him.
S. R. CURTIS.

Mnjor-General.

I also sent the commander, Colonel Drake, at Paola, intelligence of

my progress as follows :

IN TIIK FIF.U), ox LINK ROAD,
October J4, 1S6413 m.

Colonel DRAKE:
Your post and all north are now safe against Price s movements, as the advance of

my pursuit is now south of you and continuing rapidly. I hope fresh mounted

troops will press down on Price s flank by the Fort Scott road, and by traveling

night and day strike his train. He is scattering his heavy baggage along the road,
but making rapid progress due south. I have fears he may move against Fort Scott,
but shall press him so hard to-night he will not dare to make the divergence. Try
to press provisions to supply us as we go or on our return

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

Our trains could not overtake us and we had to pick up forage and
food by the way, as occasion offered. Fortunately the enemy left cat

tle along the road which generally supplied us. We halted to kill some
of these near West Point when night overtook us. After about two
hours rest and refreshment, mainly on fresh beef without salt or bread,
I ordered the march resumed, General Pleasonton s division alternat

ing in taking the advance, and at 8 o clock it moved on cautiously, the

night being very dark and rainy. About L a. m. of the 25th General

Sanborn, in the extreme advance, halted, sending back intelligence of

his arrival near the Marais des Cygnes (pronounced in the country
Mary de Zene), where the enemy was in great force. 1 sent forward

Major Weed, Major McKenny, and Major Plunt to reconnoiter the

premises, and directed General Sauborn to open on the enemy with

artillery, de&amp;gt;igniug to interrupt his repose rather than make an assault,
but the darkness, rain, and washed roads precluded it. Major Hunt
formed three squadrons of the Second Colorado Eegiment in advance,
close on the enemy, and directed them to drive the enemy s pickets in

and take possession of one or two mounds that occupy an isolated

position on the north side of the stream. These daring troops gal

lantly opened the contest about .3 a. m., carrying out this order,
assisted by Colonel Gravely and a portion of the Sixth and Eighth
Missouri State Militia.

BATTLE OF MARAIS DES CYGNES.

The enemy had .gone into camp in the timber skirting the Marais des

Cygiies near the town of Trading Post, making tires and other exten
sive arrangements for rest and refreshments. My day and night s

march brought my advance close upon them about 12 m. of the 25th,
and at 3 o clock Major Hunt led three companies of the Second Colorado
to attack and take a mound which commands the valley of the stream.
This was gallantly executed. I had sent a special order to General

Sanborn, who commanded the advance brigade, by Major Weed, to
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push forward artillery and open at long- range. This was retarded

by the darkness, but the artillery tire commenced about 4 a. in. As
daylight approached our troops deployed, moving in line against the

enemy, who still occupied one of the liills and the timber skirting the
stream. As our lines rose steadily on the side hill the enemy s force

on the summit melted away, till finally our forces had secured all the

commanding positions with very little loss. Skirmishers moved into

the timber, when the rebel cam]) was deserted in great confusion. A
stand was made at the river crossing, where the enemy was felling trees

and tiring cannon, but our advance was so close upon them they left

their guns and the ford, retreating in disorder. Cattle, camp equip
ment, negroes, provisions partly cooked, and stolen goods Avere

scattered over miles of the forest camp, and along the lines of the
retreat. Few were killed on either side as the night and early
morn attack created a general fright in the rebel lines and only
random shots on either side. General Sanborn s brigade, being in

advance, and the Colorado squadrons, assisted by my escort, which
came up early in the skirmish, did most of the work. After following
in hot pursuit for a mile General Sanborn halted his brigade for break

fast, while General Pleasonton led the advance with the remainder of
his division. This battle of Marais des Cygnes was a gallant aftair,

commenced in a dark rainy night and consummated at early dawn after

a day and night march, to the surprise and horror of Price s forces.

They burned a public store-house formerly used by our pickets and tired

many haystacks in the vicinity, but their loss of two guns, many cattle,

sheep, and thousands of little necessaries ior sleeping and carrying
supplies, were serious losses to the enemy. General Sanborn being
afterward separatedwith General Pleasonton from mycommandreported
to General llosecrans, so that I cannot give his version of this and
other events of this day s transactions. Major Weed, additional aide-

de-camp, of my staff, reports concerning his detached duties as follows.

After reporting the matter of a proposed movement to the left by
General Pleasonton, which 1 rejected as likely to separate us on the
march of the 24th, he says:

The pursuit was continued regularly until 8 p. m.. at which hour we reached West
Point, when the division of General Pleasonton was placed in the advance for a

night march, and at midnight reached the vicinity of Trading Post, a small settle
ment at the crossing of Marais des Cygnes. and halted. I immediately proceeded to
the front, in company with Major McKenny, to ascertain the cause of the halt, and
learned from Brigadier-General Sanborn that his advance had struck the enemy s

column on a high mound half a mile north of the town, and that owing to the dark
ness of the night aud want of knowledge of the country he could not and would not
assume the responsibility of moving any larther until daylight. On making those
facts known to the commanding general, he ordered the artillery of General Han-
horn s brigade forward to open at once on the enemy s line. At 4 a.m. on the 25th,
no firing having been heard, I was directed to go to the front and ascertain why the

artillery had not been opened as directed some hours previous. On arriving there I

found the battery just going into position about half a mile from the position occu

pied by the enemy during the night, and four guns were very soon opened on the
crest of this mound. After a few shots had been tired Maj. K. H. Hunt rode up from
our skirmish line and begged them to cease tiring from that point, as their shells
were falling in the midst of our own men, who had already driven the enemy from
their position. I then learned from Major Hunt that three companies of the Second
Colorado Cavalry, who had been in advance during the day and night previous, had,
in the darkness and rain, pushed forward without support ami gained possession of
this commanding point. On returning to report to the commanding general I met
Brigadier-General Sanborn, who had just left his quarters, and informed him of the
facts above stated. I remained with the major-general commanding until Philips
brigade had crossed the stream at Trading Post, when I was ordered over with a

message to General Pleasonton, and after delivering it proceeded to the front with
Colonel Blair and Maj. R. II. Hunt.
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Major Hunt, my chief of artillery, who commenced this contest at

the Trading Post or Marais ties Cygues, says, alter speaking of our

march on the 2

The commanding general insisted on the troops keeping on the shortest line.

Marched ;ill day and night; distance, probably fifty miles. Before daylight on the

morning of the 25th I directed Captain Kingslmry, who commanded three squad
rons of the Colorado troops, to take the hill on the left of the road, which he did in

connection with Colonel Gravely, who commanded this picket-line, driving the enemy
across the Marais dcs Cygnes, where they had felled trees to obstruct onr passage.

Quite a spirited engagement occurred during the passage of the creek. Our forces

crossed and resumed the pursuit on a run. The enemy opened with a number of

guns, one of which was captured.

Maj. T. 1. McKenny, aide-de-camp and my inspector -general, thus

reports concerning the night and morning operations of the 24th and
25th :

The command was halted by order of the. major-general commanding about night
fall to cook some beef at a small place called West Point. At 8 p. in. an order eame
from the major-general commanding directing General Blunt to remain in present

position, that General Pleasonton would take the advance. Proceeded until 3 o clock

at night, it being exceedingly dark and raining. When the column halted I was
ordered forward to ascertain the cause. Found General McNeil, who said he had his

instructions from General Sanborn, in advance, to halt and build fires to dry. At
this time an order came from the front to extinguish fires. 1 reported these, facts,

when I was again ordered to the front to ascertain from General Sanborn the cause
of the halt. Found General Sanborn in bed some two miles in advance, and about
three miles from Trading Post. He told me he had ascertained to his satisfaction

that the enemy was in full force, perhaps 10,000 strong, immediately on the high hills

in his front, and that he thought it unsafe to proceed farther. These facts being
communicated we bivouacked for the night. October 25, General Pleasonton in the

advance skirmished with the enemy across the Marais des Cygnes.

During that night Generals Pleasonton, Lane, and myself traveled

most of the time between the divisions, but at early dawn we went for

ward and saw most of the conflict, especially the advance of our troops
on the plain and the taking of the mounds. We also joined the advance
movement in the timber, while our troops were skirmishing with the

foe and driving him from the crossing.

Brigadier-General Sanborn and the troops of his brigade, MajorWeed,
Major Hunt, and Major McKenny, of my staff, deserve special commen
dation for their efforts in this battle of the Marais des Cygnes.

BATTLE OF THE OSAGE. OCTOBER 25, 1804.

Mine Creek, a branch of the Osage, and the Osage at this point, are

small streams several miles apart, both skirted with timber and sur

rounded by open prairie country. After the affair of Trading Post,
considerable delay and consequent separation of troops had occurred

at the crossing of the Marais des Cygnes. While General Sanborn
halted to breakfast his brigade General Pleasonton led the advance,

consisting mainly of Colonels Benteeu s and Philips brigades, in rapid
farther pursuit of the enemy. About three miles from Trading Post
the enemy formed on the north side of Mine Creek and made stubborn

resistance. The brigade of Colonel Philips, composed of Missouri

troops, came into line of battle and commenced firing at long range,
his men displaying good discipline and great gallantry. Colonel Ben-

teen, whose brigade comprised Iowa, Indiana, and other troops, came

up on the left of this line. Meantime the heavy roar of cannon induced
me to hurry forward my own escort, with two little howitzers and other

artillery, ait the utmost speed. Colonel Benteen met some of my staff

officers on his arrival at the left, who suggested an immediate cavalry
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dharge. The colonel had already resolved on this movement, and only
waited for the same order to be communicated to Colonel Philips.

Major Weed conveyed the order to Colonel Philips. Colonel Beuteen s
! brigade came into line in a moment and dashed against the enemy s

right, outflanking ami surrounding it, gaining position on and beyond
the creek. Colonel Philips also, with his brigade, moved quickly upon
the enemy, so as to surround or overpower a large detachment of them,
who immediately surrendered as prisoners of war (among them were
two rebel generals, Marmaduke and Cabell), killing another (General
Graham), and many colonels and other officers, and taking altogether
500 or GOO men. General Pleasonton, being in command of the advance,
had directed the general movement and took an active part in the field.

General Lane, Colonel Blair, Colonel Crawford, Colonel Roberts, Major
Weed, Major McKeuuy, Major Hunt, and Major Curtis, of my volun
teer and regular staff, and Captain Hinton aud others of General Blunt s

staff, were also very active in the field on this occasion, which occupied
perhaps thirty minutes.

I directed Colonel Blair, who presented General Marmaduke to me as

a prisoner of war, to turn him over to Lieutenant Colonel Sears, Eight
eenth U. S. Colored Troops, whom 1 directed to act as provost-marshal
and take charge of the prisoners. I also detailed a regiment of Mis
souri troops to take charge of them, soon after informing General San-
born and General Pleasonton of the detail. All this transpired as we
moved forward, crossing Mine Creek, and while the advance was still

skirmishing with the enemy. The rear brigades were also coming up at

full speed and the enemy again forming on a hill about a mile in front.

This point he soon abandoned, and we halted to form and close up our
extended lines. After our rear brigades came near the whole force

:advanced with caution in two lines, our skirmishers pressing the enemy
beyond the ridge which divides Mine Creek and Osage. He now
formed on the Osage, and the rear of our troops still being far behind,

although I had repeatedly sent orders to hurry them up, I mentioned
the matter to General Pleasonton as somewhat remarkable. He told

me General McNeil seemed insubordinate or neglectful of his orders and
did not come forward as directed. His brigade being in front of Gen
eral Blunt s division any delay by General McNeil also delayed all the

Kansas troops. I then sent my adjutant, Major Chariot, with a special

order, which brought forward the brigade of General McNeil at the
utmost speed of his horses. On reporting to me the general said his

delay was no fault of his, aud it was evident General Pleasonton s

Borders had never reached him, which caused some misunderstanding.
And he further assured me that I would find him ready to obey all

orders as promptly as possible. I directed him to deploy as quick as

possible and take the advance, which he did with great success. I also

told him to continue to report to General Pleasouton, who commanded
the division. Before this occurred, the skirmish line reporting to me
as broken down from fatigue, General Sanborn, at my instance, had

changed them by placing Colonel Cloud, of my staff, with some of the

Second Kansas Volunteers, on this duty. Entering fields and forests

Colonel Cloud continued the skirmishing to the valley of the Osage and

beyond the stream. Meantime General McNeil, with his brigade, soon

broke the lines of the rebels that had extended for miles on the heights

beyond the Osage, and after about an hour s fighting in corn-fields and

timber, where our troops manifested great gallantry in repeated charges,
the enemy again broke in great disorder, scattering arms, utensils,

wagons, and all kinds of equipments over the field. General Blunt s
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division came up rapidly about the close of this battle of the Osage and

began to deploy, but the flight of the enemy was so rapid I could not

get all the troops in line before it was necessary to resume the march
in column. All this conflict between Mine Creek and Osage, and in

cluding the fighting at both streams, occupied some two hours or more,
and as the accompanying map* will show you, extended over several

miles of onward march.

Being mostly a prairie country the troops of both armies were in full

view, and the rapid onward movement of the whole force presented the
most extensive, beautiful, and animated view of hostile armies I have
ever witnessed. Spread over vast prairies, some moving at full speed in

column, some in double lines, aud others as skirmishers, groups striv

ing in utmost efforts, and shifting as occasion required, while the great
clouds of living masses moved steadily southward, presented a picture
of prairie scenery such as neither man nor pencil can delineate.

I present extracts from the reports of my comrades who mingled
bravely in the great panorama, showing some of the details of this

eventful struggle.
Colonel Blair, now acting on my staff, after detailing his movements

at or near Marais des Cygnes, [says] :

I here fell in with Major Weed, of your staff, and Surgeon Walgainott, and we
advanced in trout of the left of our line. On an eminence in rear of where their last

line of battle was formed wo came across an abandoned wagon, tlio first I had seen
since the burning ones south of their camp. Finding a lot of books, letters, and
papers of various kinds in the wagon we stopped a few minutes to make a hasty
examination of the contents, and on resuming our forward movement I observed that
the brigade on our right was some distance past us although we were still in advance
of the one on our end of the line. Arriving on the table-land, which forms the sum
mit level between the Marais des Cygnes and Osage, we again saw the enemy s line,
and at this time it was evident he was in full force, although his whole line was not

visible, his right being behind the brow of a hill which descended into Mine Creek.
Meanwhile the gallant brigade on our right wassteadily advancing, with skirmishers
well out, though brought to a check, apparently unsupported, in the face of this

overwhelming force. The artillery was playing with great rapidity and considerable
effect. I looked at the enemy s line, close, serried, aud vomiting lire : I looked at the
dauntless little brigade which was unflinching and steadfast in its front, and then
turned to the rear, aud it seemed a fearful distance to the head of the supporting
column. I called Major Weed s attention to the situation, and he galloped to the
rear to hurry forward re-enforcements, as it was evident here the battle was to be

fought and the desperate issue joined on which the fate of the south tier of Kansas
at least depended. Advancing alone to see if possible how far the right extended
behind the cover of the hill, the bursting in the air and the tearing up of the earth
soon satisfied me that they were firing canister at an enemy that they supposed was
advancing on their right and hidden from view by the acclivity immediately in their

front. This conviction on their part, I am satisfied, saved the brigade on our right,
as a rapid and vigorous advance at that time would either have overwhelmed or ut

terly put it to rout. I moved to the right to get out of the sweep of the canister
and then advanced till their extreme right was developed to view, and then rode rap
idly to the rear with a tolerably full understanding of the situation. Meeting Col
onel Crawford but a short distance back I explained matters to him very hastily,
told him they had commenced canister-tiring, and urged him to go back and hurry
up the troops, as he was acquainted with most of the brigade officers of General
Pleasonton s division and I had no acquaintance whatever with any of them. He
agreed to do so ami again started to the rear. I then moved off to the brigade on
our right, and when I arrived there found it engaged at long range and halted for our
other troops to come up in line. The enemy s artillery was playing on this line with
fearful effect and we had nothing but musketry to reply, but the men were steady
and self-possessed aud perfectly easy under the tire. I don t know how long it was
before the other brigade came up. To me it seemed a long time, and I had ridden
from this brigade back toward the enemy s right once or twice before it came up.
When it did come on line the whole command advanced to short range, and for a time
the fire was incessant and terrific.1

. Both lines seemed like walls of adamant one

* To appear in the Atlas.
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ceuld not advance; the other would not recede. The crash of musketry, the scream
of shell, the hissing sound of canister and balls, mingled with the shouts of the
soldiers and the cries of the wounded, set off. too, by the walls of tire in front and
girdles of steel behind, which marked both lines, formed a scene more easily remem
bered than described. During this terrible conflict I passed along the whole line
and met your gallant staff officers everywhere, counseling, encouraging, exhorting,
and commanding, and the tenor of the whole was Charge!&quot; It was evident that
our only safety was in a successful charge by which we might capture the guns.
At length the movement commenced, slowly at tirst but increasing in velocity until
it swept on resistless as an avalanche. A rush, a scramble, and all was over. Tho
guns were captured, the enemy broken and flying to the rear, while our victorious

squadrons were in almost breathless pursuit. So rapidly was this accomplished
that when our left pushed forward into a lield on the south side of the ravine the
shell from our own artillery was crashing right into their midst. I was to the right
of this, but so close that I could see this result, and also see Captain Hiutou. of G-n-
eral Blunt s staff , in the midst of our victorious line. Pushing rapidly forward I

witnessed tho capture of Major-General Marmaduke by Corpl. .fames Duulavy, of

Company D, Third Iowa Cavalry. Marmaduke was endeavoring to rally his men
and Dunlavy was galloping toward him. occasionally tiring at him. Marmaduke
evidently mistook him for ohe of his own men and started toward him, reproving
him for tiring on his friends. At least I so judged from what I could see and hear,
and so the boy afterward told me. The boy stopped and coolly waited until Marina-
duke got within twenty or thirty rods of him. then covered him with his carbine and
ordered him to dismount and surrender or he would tire. Marmaduke dismounted
and his horse galloped off. Seeing that I was an officer the boy proposed to turn
him over to me, but 1 declined being bothered with a prisoner. General Marmaduko
then said: &quot;

Sir, you are an officer. I claim protection at your hands. I am&quot; a gen-
cral officer General Marmaduke.&quot; I then took charge of him and informed him
that I would protect him until delivered to you as a prisoner of war. at which he
seemed very much relieved. The boy then spoke up and said, &quot;Colonel, remember
I took him prisoner; 1 am James Duulavy, corporal of Company D, Third Iowa Cav
alry.&quot; 1 told the boy (who was severely wounded in tho right forearm, but who
still grasped his pistol with vigor and energy) to come along also, and he should
have the honor of being introduced to you as the captor of Marmaduke. On the

way General Murmaduke complained of being dismounted, and Duulavy promptly
apologized, saying,

&quot; If I had known you were a genera officer I should have allowed
yon to remain on horseback. Marmaduke then informed me that he was very faint
and weak and could not walk much farther. Meeting a soldier with a led horse I

took charge of him and mounted my prisoner. Soon after this I met Major Mc-
Kenny, of your staff, and proffered to turn the prisoner over to him. but he was too
intent on getting to the front to bo troubled with &quot;him. On my way back I saw
one or two general officers, but preferred delivering my prisoner to the commanding
general of the Army of the Bonier, and you will remember that I accordingly placed
him in your own hands, at the same time introducing his raptor, giving his full

name, company, and regiment. This is the true, unvarnished story of the capture
of Marmaduke, about which there has been so much misrepresentation in the news
papers.
Having rid myself of this responsibility, I again hurried to the front. When I over

took tho advance I found it halted at the foot of the precipitous mounds descending
into the Osage Valley. Leaving Colonel Cloud, of your staff, here. Captain Hinton
and myself pushed forward en to the skirmish line, away in the advance, almost as
far as we could see over the smooth prairie, and on arriving there we could plainly
see the rebel column moving straight in the direction of Fort Scott. At the same
time a smaller column was effecting a junction with it and came from a point to our

right higher up the Osage, and which was most probably the force engaged by
Colonel Moonlight near Fort Lincoln. The column in our front moved oft and disap
peared from sight, while our own lino still remained stationary in our rear. I picked
up an orderly from the skirmish line, who belonged to the Second Kansas Cavalry,
and sent him back with a message to Colonel Cloud, requesting him to get General
Pleasonton to move forward, as J feared for Fort Scott, and at the same time got a
citizen who had come forward with us to make a detour to the right and try to reach
Fort Scott with a verbal message for the commanding officer to hold out to tho last

if the enemy struck him, as we were immediately upon his rear. Minutes passed and
still our line did not move. I grew impatient and sent another man of the Second
Kansas with a second message to Colonel Cloud, requesting him to see you and tell

you that the enemy was moving in a direct line toward Fort Scotf . and that to save
it something must be done immediately. I feared that some one unacquainted
with the topography of the country had led you to believe that the enemy was diverg
ing to the east, as 1 knew at that time he was not. At length my suspense was
ended, and the line began to move, and from this on there was no unnecessary delay.
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Simultaneously the skirmish lino also advanced. I waited until General Pleasontou
came up (he being with the advance), explained to him the topography of the
country, the direction the enemy had taken, my fears for Fort Scott, its situation,
amount of stores, &.C., and then hurried forward again to the skirmish line.

It is proper to say here that the delay at the mound spoken of and
subsequently on the summit was only sufficient for General McNeil s

brigade to come up and take the advance, which seemed absolutely
necessary to relieve the weary troops that had before acted in front.

Fort Scott was Colonel Blair s home and his regular post, and a few
moments seemed to him a long period, besides Colonel Cloud was then
in the advance by my orders, leading the skirmishers, and could not have
received Colonel Blairs reports.

The movement was then rapid and continuous till the skirmish line was checked
near the verge of the Osago timber. The woods seemed alive with rehel soldiers
but in rapid motion. The skirmishers kept up occasional tiring at them until the
advance brigade came up and we all charged rapidly down into the timber, but
the enemy disappeared before our arrival. Colonel Cloud waa in the charge, with
about sixty veterans of the Second Kansas Cavalry. He halted in the timber to
rest his horses for a few minutes and I passed on with the advance brigade, which
I think was Brigadier-General McNeil s. At all events it was commanded by a general
officer. We followed down the stream some distance, crossed at the ford, and just as
wo were emerging from the timber on the south side the head of the column was
fire&amp;lt;Lon by.the eiuemy i&amp;gt;.kixmi^ers.

We soon dislodged them, however, anil pushed
on toward a&quot; corn-field on the Tuft of the road. The head of the column was here
checked by a heavy tire from the field, and it was evident another battle was to be
fought. Accordingly the general (McNeil) formed his brigade in close column of
companies, and made tnem a little speech while forming to the effect that it made
no difference whether there was 1,000 or 10,000 men iu that field, he wanted them to
ride right over them. The men responded with a yell, the dismounted skirmishers
tore down The fence in the face of a galling tire, and the column swept through it like a
tornado. In the rear ofthe corn-field another Hue was formed on the prairie, the right
resting on a skirt of timber fringing a small stream, while the advance of the brigade,
rapidly deploying into line, charged and broke them at the first onset. A third line
of battle was formed still farther to the rear, in a low basin, where there had been
an evident intention to encamp, which was surrounded by a semicircle of hills,
where they held us at bay under a severe fire for about twenty minutes or more, and
until the whole brigade formed in line and charged. Before this impetuous charge
they were again broken, and as I passed through their temporary halting place there
was abundant evidence of the haste they were in, in the broken wagons, dismounted
forges, fragmentary mess-chests, and smashed crockery with which the ground was
strewn. The chase this time continued about a mile to the top of the hill south of
the valley of the Osage, and on getting view of the enemy from the summit of the
hill I was gratified to observe that he was bearing very palpably to the east, thus
giving me my first reasonable hope that Fort Scott might be spared. I noticed, too,
with increased satisfaction, that we were at least a mile east of the wire road and
that for the first time the enemy s direction was turned from this place. Satisfied
that I could render no further service, I determined to come directly here(Fort Scott)
to see to a certainty Avhether the post which was my special care was safe or not,
and to satisfy those cravings of hunger which, though persistently ignored for three
days and nights, would still, despite of resolutions, occasionally become clamorous.

I refrain from adding the glowing compliments properly bestowed on
others of my staff by Colonel Blair, although he and they deserve all

he has written, for undoubtedly much of the success of this day s oper
ations is due to their unceasing and extraordinary efforts.

Col. \V. F. Cloud, acting on my staff, with a small detachment of his
own regiment (Second Kansas), reports these battles as follows:

Accompanied by a small detachment of Kansas Cavalry (the Second), commanded
by Sergeant Peck, I moved forward in the space between our extreme right and the
left, giving such orders and encouragement to our forces as seemed necessary.
In this order we came to a rebel battery, the men of which had ceased to fight
from fear, at which a rebel colonel (Jcffers) surrendered to me, claiming protec
tion for himself and men. Giving such directions as seemed proper for guarding
the prisoners, I meved to another part of the field, assisting in arresting prisoners
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and securing several pieces of artillery abandoned by the rebels in their retreat

through the brush and creek. Seeing General Pleasonton upon the field near to a sec
tion of artillery. I moved forward and reported facts as directed, and then observing
that he was tlirectiuj; the fire of our artillery upon a detachment of our own troops
I so informed him, but was rebuked. Still persisting in my statements, I had them
confirmed by an officer from the detachment under fire, whose assurances were united
with my own and prevailed upon the general to give the order to cease firing, say
ing at the same time.

&quot; You should carry your colors upon the battle-field.&quot;
* * &quot;*

At the order of General Sanboru the Second Kansas Cavalry was moved forward as
skirmishers, some mounted, some dismounted, and drove the enemy out of the woods
and across the river. Here the enemy had another line formed, and our troops were
ordered forward, the Second Kansas remaining in its position on the right, and in

this order, pressing forward, we reached from right to left in the form of a crescent,
which placed us in the advance of the center. When the rebels retreated from our

steadily advancing army, my command had the advance from the advantageous
formation of the ground, and leading in this manner pursued the enemy for the dis

tance of three miles in a continuous charge until compelled to halt from sheer
exhaustion of the horses, many of them falling under their riders.

Colonel Cloud was very active during the campaign, aiid his iinmedi
ate connection with the capture of Colonel Jeffers and the battery of
rebel guns at Mine Creek and leading the skirmishers at the Osage, are

distinguished achievements which ought to secure his promotion.
Major Weed, of my staff, additional aide-de-camp and commissary of

musters of my department, also participated in this day s fight, and
reports his detached services as follows :

I remained with the major-general commanding until Philips brigade had crossed
the stream at Trading Post, when I was ordered over with a message to General
Ploasonton. and after delivering it proceeded, to the front with Colonel Blair and
Maj. K. H. Hunt. Three miles south of Trading Post, with Mine Creek in their

rear, we found the entire fighting force of the enemy (Shelby s division excepted)
drawn up in line of battle. As only one brigade of our own troops had come up, 1 rode
a short distance back on a road running parallel with and to the left of the one,

on which Philips brigade had marched, and very soon met Lieutenant-Colonel
Benteen at the head of his brigade, and informed him of the position of the enemy.
He pushed rapidly forward, and on coming in sight of the rebel line at once
formed his brigade for a charge. I then started to return to the troops already on
the field, to urge upon the commanding officer a charge at the same moment with that
of Benteen. Before reaching the command, however, I was accosted by an officer

who pointed to the right center regiment of Philips brigade, and asked me to take
that regiment into action, and to tell the men their colonel would soon be with them.
He then rode otf at a rapid pace in a northwesterly direction, probably on some
urgent mission. I at once rode to the head of the regiment indicated, gave the

message to all the officers, and to lessen as much as possible the depressing effect of
the commanding officer s absence upon the men, charged with and in advance of
them. As they came near enough to the enemy s line to open fire I crossed their
front and took position in the line on the right, where, in conjunction with Maj. E.
H. Hunt, I did what 1 could to encourage and urge it forward. After the enemy s

line had been broken and his whole force put to flight, I rode to the left of our line

and assisted in gathering together and sending to the rear a large number of prison
ers who had been captured with the artillery taken by Benteen s brigade. While
engaged in this duty I heard of the capture of General Marmaduke, and some twenty
minutes later, meeting General Pleasonton, who was just coming to the field, I

informed him of the fact, also telling him that Marmaduke had already been
sent to the rear. 1 then, at his request, took several squads of our men who had
been separated from their commands during the charge and proceeded to pick up
prisoners, who were scattered over every part of the battle-ground, some under

guard and many making their way to the rear without guards and no guides except
their own fears. After having performed this duty, I reported to the commanding
general (who had already crossed Mine Creek) and was directed to proceed to the
rear and urge forward the division of Major-General Blunt and the brigade of
General McNeil with all possible speed. These troops had been delayed by the

breaking down of some transportation wagons at the most difficult point of

crossing, and some time elapsed before the road could be opened. I returned to the
front with General McNeil and Major Chariot, and on arriving there reported to and
remained with the commanding general until nearly sundown.
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Maj. S. S. Curtis, Second Colorado, and an aide-de-camp on my staff,

after the close of the fight at the Marais des Cygnes, went forward with
General Pleasonton, and reports as follows concerning- matters at the
battle of Osage :

I overtook General Pleasonton and rode with him for some distance. When about
three miles from Marais des Cygues we commenced to hear firing: at the front, and
General Pleasonton sent orders back for McNeil and Sanboru to hurry forward with
all practicable dispatch, while we pushed forward at a trot and canter. When we first

heard the firing Beuteen s brigade was on a parallel road to the one we were on and
to our right. He immediately put his command on the gallop and we fell to the rear
of his column, as the roads soon came together, Benteeu s brigade broke into regi
mental columns as they approached the battle-field, and as they came up on the left

of Philips brigade went forward into line and right ou into the charge. The enemy
was cannonading Philips brigade when we came into sight, but the musketry firing
had nearly ceased. General Pleasonton requested me to take his escort company
and support a section of a battery which just then came up. General Pleasonton
went forward, and I directed the lieutenant to post his guns on a small elevation
and shell the enemy s right where the artillery was posted. Hut two shots were lired

when I heard the yells raised by Benteeu s brigade and saw the enemy s line

breaking. 1 immediately ordered the guns forward to a better position, and had
just got them in position when General Sanborn rode up and directed the lieutenant
to fire upon some troops on the south side of Mine Creek, and on our extreme left. I

felt doubtful as to whether they were rebels or our own troops, but a second thought
made me conclude they were rebels. Four shots were tired at them when I saw by
their falling back to our lines that they must be our own men. I rode forward to

the guns to stop their tiring, when Generals Sanboru and Pleasonton both rode up and
ordered them to cease. At this time the enemy s cannonading on our right had not

yet ceased. The enemy by this time being in lull retreat, with the exception of
their extreme left, which could scarcely be reached with artillery from where we
were without danger to our command, and directly in front of us, our troops were

immediately on the heels of the retreating rebels. I told the lieutenant in charge of
the guns to follow as fast as he could, while I, with the escort company, pushed
forward to rejoin General Pleasonton. A short distance before reaching the creek I

found Major Weed, who told me of the capture of General Marmaduke. I pushed on
and told General Pleasonton, and just as I did so General Cabell was brought up a

prisoner. At this time we could see a second rebel line forming on top of the hill

ahead of us, and our troops being scattered in pursuit General Pleasonton sent
orders for them to halt and reform. 1 assisted in reforming the line and sending
prisoners to the rear until General Pleasonton again ordered an advance, when I

advanced with him. I waited on the hill until General Curtis came up and rode
with him to the banks of the next stream, when I rode up to the summit of the hill

to the right of the road to obtain, if possible, a view of the charge being made by
McNeil s brigade, which had taken the advance through the timber on Little Osage.

General Pleasonton, as commander of the advance division, acted
with great coolness and propriety throughout this battle of the Osage,
and if our battery tired on a portion of Colonel Benteen s troops after

they crossed the creek iny son. Major Curtis, clearly exonerates Gen
eral Pleasonton from directing the matter, which was one of those inci

dents of battle which often occur. Colonel Benteen and his brigade
evidently took the lead in the movement which captured the prisoners
and guns at Mine Creek and deserves the greatest applause for per
sonal gallantry. Brigadier-General McNeil concluded the matter on
the height beyond the Osage with great success and courage. Nearly
all these troops being of General Pleasouton s division and under his

general supervision, he also deserves the gratitude of the country.
General Blunt s division, crowding forward and augmenting the power
and force which overcame the enemy, is equally deserving of the
honors of the day. We were everywhere successful, and the following
officers of my staff, although some of them have been already named,
deserve special commendation for their unceasing toil and extraordi

nary gallantry at this battle of the Osage: Hon. J. II. Lane, Col. C,
W. Blair, Col. W. F. Cloud, Col. S. J. Crawford, Maj. T. 1. McKeimy,
Maj. C. S. Chariot, Maj. K. H. Hunt, and Maj. S. S. Curtis. Captain
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Hinton, and others of General Blunt s staff, also took an active part.
The reports of Major McKenny and Major Hunt are especially interest

ing, but the extracts here made seem to cover the entire field and facts,
and I refer to theirs and others here submitted as well deserving of

general perpetuity.

BATTLE OF CHARLOT, OCTOBER 2o, 1804.*

General Price s rebel army, being closely pursued after the battle of
the Osage, continued a rapid retreat. Leaving the Fort Scott road to
the right and bearing a little east of south his movement soon rendered
it certain that this most important post of Southern Kansas and the
last in my department was entirely safe. Our advance under General
McNeil, commanding advance brigade of General Pleasonton s division,

pressed forward in rapid pursuit. Our way over the prairie was plainly,
graphically marked by the scattered equipments, wagons, guns, uten
sils, and animals left by the rebels, and the fire and smoke created by
their burning of the hay and grain and grass along their route. As the

passage of the Marmiton, which we now approached, presented a new
obstacle for the enemy s encounter he made another stand at this

stream. This was to cover the passage of his train, which was a great
incumbrauce in view of our rapid approach. General McNeil attacked
him vigorously with his own brigade, holding him for some time. lie
was then assisted by Colonel Beuteeu s, which came up at full speed.
The enemy showed a line far outflanking McNeil, and General Pleas-
ontou immediately sent back for re enforcements. I met General Lane
on this duty, who was earnest in his efforts to hurry forward the First

Division, which was considerably in the rear, at the same time express
ing his apprehension as to McNeil s, ability to hold his ground until

more forces could be brought up.
As I came near the scene of action I saw our artillery and cavalry

making a vigorous attack on the enemy s center , which soon broke his

line and gave us a decided advantage. Still the enemy greatly out
flanked us, and his wings continued the tight as the sun descended the
horizon. Another effort on our left drove the enemy s right to the

rear, and his lines slowly retired in the twilight of the evening. A
large portion of our forces about this time were moving to the right, as
I first supposed to turn the enemy s left flank, but continuing in the
same direction quite beyond the flank, I rode rapidly to the head of
this column to ascertain the object. General Pleasonton told me that
his troops were exhausted, and he was going to Fort Scott to rest and
secure supplies. He was told, in my presence, it was only two or two
miles and a half to Fort Scott, whereas in point of fact it must have
been six. 1 protested against leaving McNeil and against any loss of
distance in the march. I insisted on lying down on the grass and
sending to the post for supplies, but General Sanboru continued to lead
the advance to the right, and such was the cravings of hunger and the
desire for rest, it seemed impossible to stop this movement to a place
where both could be supplied. 1 sent word to General Blunt to hurry
forward his division to support McNeil, but night soon came on, the
battle ceased, and the lights of the burning prairie and the enemy s

burning wagon train near the timber of the Marmiton was all that ap
peared of the two contending armies. Anxious to procure cordial co

operation between our forties, I went to Fort Scott and had a further

*Map of the battle-ground of Chariot (here omitted) to appear in the Atlas.
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interview with General Pleasonton. He said his health would not admit
of his further continuance in the Held, but his troops might go on early
in the morning after procuring some very necessary supplies. In the

meantime General McNeil, with his gallant brigade of Missouri, Illinois,

and Kansas troops, and the brigade of Colonel Beuteen, which had done
so much hard duty during the day, remained on the field in face of the

rebel army. G eneral Blunt, not receiving my order or misunderstanding
it, followed General Pleasonton s troops to Fort Scott. I directed Major
Curtis to hurry forward and cause rations to be sent on to General
McNeil and General Blunt, but the teams meeting General Blunt on
the way to Fort Scott, turned back, leaving General McNeil s force in

a most wretched condition, much to my regret and contrary to my
reasonable expectations and orders. The report of Maj. T. I. McKeimy,
of my staff, who was in the advance with General Lane and remained

long after the latter had gone back to hurry up re-enforcements, gives
a detailed and full account of this battle of Chariot in his report, as

follows:-

The rebels continued their retreat across the vast prairie without our forces

with their jaded horses being able to bring them to bay until about one hour by
sun, when they formed in great force near the Marmiton and about seven miles from
Fort Scott. General McNeil s brigade promptly formed to resist them, the rebels

ontrlanking him three-fourths of a mile either way. It \vas at this time, the rebels

advancing, that General J leasouton sent me forward t&amp;lt;&amp;gt; order McNeil to advance his

right wing. McNeil replied, 1 obey the order with pleasure; it is the most .joyful
news I have heard to-day.&quot; Colonel Cole now opened on their right and centerwith
two Rodman guns, which did good execution and broke their column, our forces at

the same time pressing their left, when they gave way. At this time our guns were

pointed to their left, the extreme of which, as well as our right, was in low ground
and could not be seen by the artillerists. Our shot falling immediately in front of
our ranks came near creating confusion. At the request of General McNeil I rode

rapidly to the rear and communicated the facts, when the tiring ceased. Sun was
now about one-half hour high. General Pleasonton, not knowing where he was,
remarked that he thought he should order the troops to fall back to the last stream
crossed (Little Osage), to the rear seven or eight miles, where wood and water could

be had, as his troops were much fatigued and needed rest. I urged that he press for

ward, as I understood it was but a tew miles to the Marmiton, and I thought we could
drive the enemy. While we were talking a courier came from McNeil asking for

re-enforcements, as the enemy was outflanking him on both sides, which was plainly
to be seen, as he was only distant about one mile and a half. Pleasonton answered by
saying, &quot;Tell General McNeil to hold his ground until re-enforced by fresh troops.&quot;

Lieutenant Ehle now arrived from Fort Scott, stating that it was but two miles and a

half from that place. Pleasouton now gave orders to all his troops that had come up
&quot;to file right

&quot; for Fort Scott. A conversation occurred between Pleasonton and myself
in regard to General Blunt s forces coming up to relieve or assist McNeil. The ad
vance had got about one mile on the road to Fort Scott, when I, too, started for that

place. I had not gone more than SOO yards when I came across a lake or lagoon,
with plenty of water. I immediately addressed a note to General Pleasouton, noti

fying him of the fact, at the same time stating to him it would be a proper place for

Blunt s command to camp, and provisions could be sent out to him. I arrived in

advance of others in Fort Scott after a tedious ride of six or seven miles, instead of

two and a half.

The distance traveled during the day and the frequent conflicts in

which we had been engaged during the four previous days and nights
had indeed exhausted men and horses; still it was my earnest desire

to rest on the held, sending to Fort Scott for food and forage. But
ammunition and other supplies were also necessary, and the erroneous

statement of the distance to Fort Scott irresistibly carried my main
forces to that place of abundant supply. The enemy burned a vast

number of his wagons and destroyed much of his heavy ammunition,
so as to materially accommodate his farther retreat. Thus all our

troops, some on the field of battle at Chariot and the remainder at

Fort Scott, rested a few hours of the night of the L 5tli and 20th.
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&quot;When at Little Santa Fe, I received General Eosecrans dispatch
from Independence of the 24th, showing- that he was then only about
fifteen miles from me, but he seems to have taken a different road,
judging from the following telegraph, which I received at Fort Scott:

GRAND RIVER, October 25, 1SG4 ,? p. m.

Major-Generul CURTIS,
Commanding:

We arrived here to-day at uoon
;
shall make Spring Grpve to-night. Yon have so

far outstripped us that the infantry will halt until wagon train comes from War-
rensburg, by way of Harrisonville. Will have supplies sent out by that place to
meet you.

W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

Arriving at Fort Scott, I immediately issued the following order,
rescinding all that remained of my order concerning martial law:

GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP KANSAS,
No. 57. \ Fort Scott, October 25, 1864.

Fifteen days ago, apprehending an assault upon my department by Maj. Gen.
Sterling Price, commanding a force of 20,000 to 30,000 rebels, intent upon the devas
tation and plundering of the State of Kansas, I deemed it necessary to proclaim
martial law within this State and in the country occupied by my forces, in order to
secure a sufficient force, with aid of the Governor, to avert disasters and maintain
the honor and power of the Federal Government within my department. The
enemy having been beaten in several battles, driven below the settlements of Kan
sas, all danger to the State from that invasion seems to have ended, and the re

strictions and burdens incident to martial law no longer necessary in my command.
General Orders, No. 54, is therefore rescinded.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major- (i en era I .

Thus closed the eventful operations of the 25th of October, during
which we had traveled near fifty miles and been almost constantly fight

ing the enemy. I telegraphed you as follows early the next morning:

FORT SCOTT, October 26, 1SG4.

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Price again deployed and fought us at Chariot, near this place, where he out
flanked us, but was soon broken up by artillery firing on his center and a cavalry
charge. While this was going on he burned most of his train and again resumed
his retreat. Having saved this post by pressing his rear, I have supplies which I

am arranging in half-loaded wagons to feed my troops. I think I have all of Price s

cannon but three, and thousands of his arms are scattered along the road. I shall

proceed in. the pursuit with all the forces I can keep on the way.
S. R. CURTIS,

Major-General.

I am since informed that General Pleasouton sent a dispatch to

General Eosecrans of this date or the day following, in which he repre
sented the matter as a conclusion of the campaign and farther pursuit

unnecessary; but General Eosecrans did not receive it till he reached

Warrensburg in the afternoon of the 27th. The entire Federal force

from Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, and elsewhere had exhibited the utmost

courage and gallantry, and, as far as possible, had engaged the enemy
wherever he offered battle.

FARTHER PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY BELOW FORT SCOTT.

The deflection to Fort Scott increased our distance nearly ten miles

and otherwise delayed the movement, but it was partially compensated
by our securing a good meal of victuals and a few hours rest for most
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of our troops, besides making many improvements in our outfit and

supplies. My chief quartermaster, Captain Insley, and chief com
missary, Captain Breckinridge, deserve great credit for the untiring
exertions they made to furnish the troops at this time and subse

quently. Major McKenny, Major Curtis, Major Hunt, and others of

my staff labored most of the night in directing matters of supplies so

as to resume the pursuit early next morning. I ordered General Blunt
to take the advance and move early on the 120th, and General Sanborn
assured me that he would follow promptly and support my movement
heartily. Being thus assured of the united forces of General Pleason-
ton and my own regular forces I discharged all the remaining Kansas
militia, believing our regular volunteers were sufficient for future

operations against Price s broken down and greatly demoralized forces.

I had up to this time avoided a formal assumption of command (al

though I had fully directed matters), supposing every hour that Gen
eral Rosecrans would overtake us, and being my senior, claim and
receive the direction of affairs. His dispatch of the 25th, dated at
Grand River, addressing me as &quot;-commanding,

1 and saying he would
send me supplies, implied doubts as to his early personal presence. I

therefore informed General Pleasonton that I took the responsibilities
and must therefore have the direction of affairs. I ordered the pris
oners to be sent back to Fort Leavenworth, where the new prison was
ready and convenient to hold them, giving orders to provost-marshals
to this effect. I had previously assigned a regiment of Missouri troops
to escort the prisoners, and supposed all matters relative to them were
satisfactory to everybody. I also directed half-loaded teams to follow

my movement day and night with provisions and other necessary sup
plies.

Having so arranged matters in rear at an early hour in the morning
I joined Colonel Moonlight in the advance to find the enemy s trail and
continue the pursuit. After going a few miles I got reliable intelli

gence which induced me to send back the foliowing order:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE BORDER,
In the Field October 26. 1864.

Generals BLUNT and PLEASONTOX.
Commandinff Officers :

I have reliable information that the enemy have all crossed at Adamson s Ford
and gone eastward. I therefore direct all forces to move by the shortest route to
that point and follow nie in pursuit.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

We struck the rebel trail near Shanghai, Barton County, Mo.,
about twenty-five miles from Fort Scott, where 1 camped for the

night, and to allow all the troops to close up. October 11 we fol

lowed the enemy s trail all day and most of the night. The division of
General Pleasonton was moving up on different lines in their several

brigades. By a telegraph subsequently received from General A. J.

Smith, dated Harrisonville, October 27, I was informed:

General Rosecrans left hero yesterday for Pleasant Hill, and that point this morn
ing for Warrensbnrg.

So it seems General Rosecrans must have relinquished the idea of

personal participation in the pursuit about that place and time, the

26th, and he must have arrived at Warrensburg the evening of that day,
when I was at Shanghai, Mo., twenty-five miles from Fort Scott. At
Shanghai I heard some change had been made concerning prisoners,
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but earing nothing about their change made no objections to it. As a

further proof of complete harmony being secured as to our different

forces, I received the following letter from General Pleasonton:

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Fort Scott, October 27, 1SH4

d&amp;lt;iy lit/lit.

Major-General Corns:
General McNeil s brigade moved yesterday after your command. General San-

born is now upon the Lamar road, and will push until he strikes the enemy s trail
and will follow it np as fast as he can. He has been directed to report often. My
two other brigades are moving to join yon, but from the exhausted condition of the
animals this must be slow. My artillery particularly cannot go farther as it is, and
not being able to obtain fresh horses,! have taken the best horses for four pieces
and leave the rest behind. Escaped prisoners state, that Price blew np his ammuni
tion train yesterday, and has but one gun left. In reference to tli3 prisoners cap
tured in the late engagements, the misunderstanding doubtless originated from some.
of yonr staff officers not comprehending your orders. The Missouri troops felt hurt
in not being allowed any participation in guarding the prisoners, and this feeling
waa increased by a Colonel Ritchie, who in the most violent manner began to seize
officers of my staff and declared they were arrested by yonr orders. In this manner
he arrested your provost-marshal, and as no remonstrance of mine had any effect on
his conduct, I directed General Sanborn to keep him quiet until I could report to

yon. I repaired to yonr quarters, but found yon had left. I then requested Major
McKenny, your aide-de-camp, to report the tacts to you, which he promised to do.
A number of persons have since informed [me] that Colonel Ritchie s mind is so weak
that he is not tit to lie trusted with any business of importance. I trust this expla
nation will be satisfactory. Your arrangement for Captain Hall, provost-marshal, to
take charge of the prisoners and escort them to Lcavenworth, shall he strictly car
ried out, and I will see that he is furnished a sufficient guard, of both Kansas and
Missouri troops, if he desires it. I have heard of no imputations or reflections on
the Kansas troops, and my desire is that the Missouri troops should serve with them
in perfect harmony. I was informed last night that. General Rosecrans left Little

Santa 1&amp;lt;Y yesterday morning to overtake us. I have not been able to hear of him
since. From the effect of a severe fall and exhaustion from my late arduous services
I am unable to move this morning, and I forward the certificate of my medical
director to that effect, Avith the request that as soon as I can do so I may be per
mitted to return to Saint Louis, where I can obtain proper care and attention. 1

shall direct the different brigades of my coiumand to report to you directly, and
wishing you, general, every success,

I remain, very truly, yours,
A. PLEASONTON,

Major-Genernl, Commanding,

I insert this correspondence to refute the erroneous reports circulated

in Saint Louis during ray pursuit of the enemy concerning my having
grasped for these spoils of victory for personal advantages. My reply,
written on the iield immediately on receipt of this very good letter from
General Pleasonton, will give better than anything else my impressions
and expectations as to these matters, which were now some sixty miles

in my rear. I ask for no false plumes, and pluck none from my com
rades iii arms, for my wearing :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OK TIIK BORDER,
Cdtitp at Coon Creek. (Mobvr ~7, 1SG4 ij,.}u p. in.

Major-Geueral PLEASONTOX:
Yours of this morning is received, and I am glad to hear you have pushed for

ward your troops. Price destroyed a large amount of transportation and strewed
the way with his material of every kind lie could not burn. Straggling rebels are

being taken and all appearances indicate the exhausted condition of the rebel forces.

I am also well informed by intelligent men of our militia who have been in their

camp as prisoners for three or four days that our prisoners in Price s hands are

treated very badly. Several have been shot down in the presence of the provost
guard; most of them are driven along on foot, after being robbed of their clothing,

including their shoes. All this, however, must not provoke us to acts of barbarity
toward our prisoners, but will be a matter of settlement when we secure the com
mander, which I trust will not be long postponed. I approve of your arrangements
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for escorting the prisoners, and in view of your indisposition recommend that instead
of taking leave of absence, to which your certificate of the surgeon entitles you, that

you will proceed yourself in the same direction, taking a general charge of their

proper care. I prefer they should stop at Leavenworth, aa an exchange will prob-
ably he made and delivery through Arkansas may be most convenient and preferable ;

besides I will try to make immediate terms of exchange with Price, so as to stop the
cruel march which Price s prisoners are now performing. I am sorry, general, that
1 cannot have you longer in this interesting and eventful campaign, but hope we
may meet again and revive the incidents of march and battle that reward such sig
nal success during our associations in this campaign. I highly approve of your
efforts to maintain a good understanding between troops of different States and dif

ferent departments, and assure you it will be heartily reciprocated by me. As to

the matter of Colonel Ritchie, I hope you will authorize his discharge and I will

guarantee no further consideration of the subject will be entertained. He belongs
to another department, and as an act of courtesy I accepted his services as a volun
teer aide, but do not wish you to make anybody accountable for his extraordinary
and perhaps excessive xeal. Hoping your health may soon revive and you may long
enjoy peace and prosperity,

I am, general, very respectfully, yours.
S. R. CURTIS,

.}f
&amp;lt;(ji&amp;gt;r-( tctieral, Commanding.

I was not caring
1 for the guns and prisoners which we had captured,

now in my rear, but intent on the prospect of again reaching the retreat

ing foe. For this purpose I continued the march that night, halting at

3 a. in. October 28, at the ruins of Carthage. Here we rested three
hours for breakfast aud foraging. I found exhausted rebels had been
left here in a starving condition, one or two having died of hunger. I

again hurried forward my own weary troops, confident of soon over

hauling the enemy s rear. But understanding Price was cruelly treat

ing his prisoners, I sent Major McKeuny forward with flag of truce

conveying a demand on the rebel general for the release of such of his

captives whom in his extreme necessity and rapid progress he could
not and did not treat with the kindness due to prisoners of war. But
Major McKenuy only advanced a few miles when he found the enemy
drawn up in battle array at Diamond Prairie, and Colonel Ford ready
to deploy our advance brigade against him. So it was inexpedient to

convey this letter to General Price. Soon after the enemy, of his own
accord, paroled and released them, and it is proper to say the charges
of cruel treatment had been exaggerated. Some of our troops, under
the immediate charge of Major McKenny, pursued him, skirmishing
in timber for about three miles, capturing 3 prisoners. The advance

again moved forward through Granby, approaching Xewtouia about
2 p. m.

BATTLE OF NEWTONIA, MO.*

General Blunt being in advance, gave permission to Colonel Moon
light to halt his brigade about 1 p. in. to feed his horses in corn-fields,
which were seen about half a mile on the right of the road. General
McNeil coining up at this time in rear of Colonel Moonlight, and we
supposing General Bluut s whole division had made the same divergence,
halted his brigade, and with other troops joined Colonel Moonlight in

feeding their weary horses. But I soon found that General Blunt had
gone 011 with only Jennison s and Ford s brigades, and apprehending
that he might overhaul the enemy with this small force I directed Gen
eral Sanborn, who at this moment arrived with his brigade, to move on
as fast as possible, following myself and directing General McNeil also
to resume the march us soon as possible. Meantime the enemy had

*

Map of the battle-held of Newlonia (here omitted) to appear in the Atlas.
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halted near Xewtonia, and as General Blunt approached was ready to

receive him with all arms of the service. General Blunt deployed his

brigades and immediately engaged the enemy, the forces moving for

ward and back alternately, but retaining general position and doing
great damage on both sides. I arrived with General Sanborn s brigade
near sundown, and saw our troops, some of them hard pressed and
giving away. McLain s battery, badly cut up, was falling back for

safety, under orders, and some stragglers also, for the first time in this

campaign, were ordered to face about and return to the support of our
comrades. Captain McLaiii, under my direction, immediately turned
his guns upon the enemy and the stragglers turned back with a shout.

General Sanborn threw his forces immediately into line on General
Blunt s left and poured in a heavy fire. This was the occasion of new
energies on the right, and a general advance of our forces routed the

enemy, who retreated, leaving his dead and wounded in great numbers
scattered over the field. It was now too dark to follow through the

timber, and, the rebels scattering considerably, continued their night,
a small detachment going toward Cassville, but the main force chang
ing their direction westward, taking the road toward Pineville. This
brilliant affair at Newtonia is thus described by Major-General Blunt,
who commenced the battle and sustained it gallantly until re-enforced,
and afterward until the enemy were entirely conquered and routed.
This is his report:

The rebel forces bad encamped in the timber south of the town, on the Pineville

road, with the view of remaining there until the following day, thinking that the

pursuit of our forces had been abandoned, but on discovering my advance coming in

view on the high ground overlooking the town of Newtonia from the northwest,
they hastily broke camp and attempted to move off. To cover this movement they
deployed a force of about 2,000 men upon the prairie to protect their rear. Being
convinced of their intention to avoid a fight, if possible, I determined to attack
them at once. The First and Fourth Brigades were with me in the advance. I had
directed the Second Brigade to halt early in the day to procure forage for their
horses to enable me to put them in the advance to press the pursuit at night; con

sequently I did not rely upon them to participate in the early part of the engage
ment. I had supposed that General McNeil s brigade, of General Pleasonton s divis

ion, was close up in my rear, and sent back to hurry it forward, while the First and
Fourth Brigades of the First Division were quickly deployed in line, and under the
cover of the fire of the First Colorado Battery (McLaiu s), posted upon the bluff, they
swept across the plain at a gallop until within musket-range of the enemy s line.

Skirmishers were rapidly deployed, and but a few minutes elapsed until the engage
ment became general. I now ordered forward the First Colorado Battery, which,
with a section of howitzers attached to the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, and under
command of Sergeant Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, poured a de
structive tire into the enemy s ranks. It soon became evident that I was engaging
all the available force of Price s army, which outnumbered me more than eight to

one. Their superiority of numbers enabling them to press upon my flanks with a

large force compelled me to fall back about 500 yards from my first line, which was
done in good order, and the line reformed in the face of a terrific tire. The enemy
pressed forward their center, but were promptly checked by the canister from the
First Colorado Battery. It was now near sundown, and my command had been en

gaged near two hours and their ammunition nearly exhausted, while a large force
of the enemy were passing under cover of a corn-field around my left flank, and my
force being too small to extend my line in that direction, I was about to direct my
line to fall back and take position on the bluff, when very unexpectedly the brigade
of General Sanborn. of General Pleasonton s command, came up. I immediately
placed them in position on my left, directing General Sanborn to dismount his men
and advance through the corn-rield, which was promptly executed, repulsing the

Hanking column of the enemy, who now abandoned the field and retreated rapidly
under the cover of the night in the direction of Piueville, leaving their dead and
wounded in our hands.

The general specially names Colonel Ford, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt,
Major Ketner, of the kSixteenth Kansas: Capt. W. D. McLain, of the
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Colorado battery; Lieut. J. B. Pond, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and
Sergt. George Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas, who deserve the

high commendations he bestows upon them.
General Sanborn s report was made to General Pleasouton and pub

lished some time ago. It does not materially differ from the foregoing,
and hardly does himself justice for gallantry on this occasion. Lieu
tenant-Colonel Hoyt commanded the First Brigade, Kansas and Wis
consin troops, who behaved, as usual, in the most gallant manner.
Colonel Ford commanded the Second Brigade, and reports concerning
this battle as follows :

From this time (after leaving Fort Scott ou the morning of tin-, 2b th) until the
afternoon of the 28th we continued marching night and day, with but short halts
ami small feeds, following at all times the trail of the enemy. About 10 a. in., my
brigade being in the advance, we discovered the enemy s rear in the edge of the
woods north of Shoal Creek. I sent two companies of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry
into the woods as skirmishers, who soon reported that the party was about 200 strong
and retreating fast. I then pressed rapidly forward, and, upon reaching Granby,
ascertained that they had just passed through and that Price s Avhole army was
doubtless at Newtouia. distance five miles. The advance soon reported that the

erteiny s train Avas in sight and but few men visible. I hurried forward at a gallop,
and when within two miles of the town saw the rear of the rebel train entering the
woods beyond town on the Cassville road. The battery was immediately planted
on the bluffs and commenced throwing shell, while the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry
and Second Colorado Cavalry were formed in two lines and ordered to charge down
toward the enemy s train, the charge being led by the major-general commanding
the First Division in person. We advanced at a rapid gallop, with skirmishers in

front, until we came upon the main body of the enemy, who was formed three lines

deep and the front line dismounted. The action was commenced in earnest, and for
three hours with less than 900 men (my brigade consisting of less than 600) we con
tended with the enemy of ten times our number, and closed the day by driving him
from the held, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands. During the hottest of
the engagement the enemy threw a large body of men upon our left, their fire telling
fearfully upon our small force, but the left, commanded by Major Ketner command
ing Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, never moved or flinched, but answered shot for shot.
The brigade remained on the field until 9 p. m., when it went into camp in the town
of Newtonia.

Maj. C. S. Chariot, my assistant adjutant-general, asked leave to

keep with the advance on the 28th, and he thus briefly reports his

observations and gallant participation in the battle:

We crossed Spring River and reached Carthage, Mo., before daylight on the 28th.
and halted the command for rest and feed three hours, when the column was again
in motion. Riding forward I reached the front at 11.30, at Diamond Grove, where
the enemy with their train was in plain sight. General Blunt came up immediately
and ordered an advance. We had overtaken Major McKenuy, bearer of a flag of

truce, but the flag was ordered back, and Major McKenny. taking his escort, ad
vanced against the enemy as skirmishers. Colonel Ford s brigade. Major Ketner, of
Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, in the advance, went forward and messengers were sent
to the rear by General Blunt to hurry forward the whole command. The enemy
retreated rapidly out of sight, but at Newtonia the advance, under Colonel Ford,
came upon them again. General Blunt came up immediately (about 3 o clock) and
ordered a charge, which was made by the Second Colorado and Sixteenth Kansas,
the general leading in person. McLain s battery opening on the enemy at the same
time, supported by the Fifteenth Kansas, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. This

developed their whole line, which now threatened to turn both our right and left

flanks. Orders were sent back to McNeil, who was supposed to be in our immediate
rear, and to Moonlight, who had not yet come up, but both these commands had
been halted to feed, anil did not reach the grounds in time to take part in the, action.
With the Second Colorado, Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas, altogether less than
1,000 men, we fought the whole of Shelby s division, and had succeeded in driving
them in the center of their line, when General Sanboru unexpectedly arrived, and,
rapidly forming on the left, charged the enemy s right, and our victory was com
plete. Night coming on pursuit was impossible, and the command returned to New
tonia, where the remainder of our column had already arrived and gone into camp.
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UNFORTUNATE ORDERS AND CONSEQUENT DELAY.

Closing the affair at Newtonia (the 28th of October), with a complete
repulse of the enemy, 1 gave orders for a renewal of the pursuit at 3
o clock next morning. Price, being hard pressed, had paroled the pris
oners whom I had sought to secure by Major MeKemiy s dispatches,
and they, with the slightly wounded, were sent br.ck to the rear.

I sent you the following dispatch:

NKWTOXIA, Mo., October .. ,v. /,sv;./ ,v p. m,

Major-General HALLKCK,
Chief of Staff:

We came up to the enemy at this place this evening, and General Hlunt. in

advance, immediately engaged him. General Sauborn, with his command, soon
.joined the advance and the rebels were again routed with heavy loss. They now
run toward Cussville, where I shall continue after three hours rest.

S. K. CURTIS,
Major-General .

Everything now promised complete success in view of our close proK-
imity to the enemy, his exhausted condition, and his disastrous defeat.
He was still in a fruitful section of Missouri, but by pressing him another

day or two, he would have no time to collect supplies, and would reach
the devastated, destitute region of Arkansas without provisions, and
must surrender or starve. Meantime I had arranged for light rations
to follow me from Fort Scott, by night and day, fast drives in wagons
half loaded. The capture of Trice s army in the Oxark or Boston
Mountains, which were between us and the Arkansas River, seemed to

me inevitable. But as the troops were commencing the march on the,

morning of the 2t)th of October, General McNeil in advance. 1 received
the following dispatch:

FOKT SCOTT, October .. ,&quot;. 1S6-1.

Major-General CURTIS,
Commanding Department of Kaunas:

GENERAL: Major-General Rosecrans has just telegraphed mo instructions from

Warreuslmrg to send Generals Sanborn and McNeil to their respective districts at

Springfield and Rolla. and to conduct the remaining brigades with the captured
prisoners and property of this command to Warreusburg. I shall therefore start to

morrow morning to execute these orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PLEASONTON,

Major-General,

Generals Sanborn and McNeil received corresponding orders by the
same messenger and immediately prepared to carry them out, leaving
only the shattered remainder of General Blnnt s division, less than
1,000 strong, for me to dispose of. I was astonished and sorely dis

appointed. These orders evidently grew out of a misunderstanding of

my ability to overtake the enemy, as I had done at Newtonia. I have
since seen a telegraphic communication, dated on the 20th or 27th of

October, sent by General Pleasontou from Fort Scott, to General l\ose-

crans, representing our successes on the 25th as a complete destruc
tion of Price s forces and holding out the idea that pursuit beyond
Fort Scott was needless. Whether before or after the date of General
Pleasonton s assurance to me of hearty co-operation, these orders were
in conflict with my hopes and expectations, arising from his letter to

me of the 27th, and very unfortunate in view of the further pursuit
ordered this very day (October 28, but not yet received) by the lieuten

ant-general. But there seemed no remedy in my reach. At Newtonia I
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was sixty or eighty miles from telegraphic communications and could
not get explanations to General llosecrans in time to arrest the retiring
of his forces, which General Sanborn in formed me he would immediately
commence. I telegraphed you some of my ill humor as follows:

NEWTOXIA, October
.?[&amp;gt;,

ISCi-i,

Major-General I FAI.LECK.

Chief of Staff:

After our victory last nijrht I started the troops nt 3 o clock this a. in. in farther

pursuit of Price, General McNeil in advance, when orders from General Rosecrans,
through General Plcasonton, were received, taking General McNeil to Rolla and
General Sanhorn to Springfield, and otherwise disposing of all of their troops, includ

ing my prisoners, who have remained in the rear. I am left with only the fragment
of my own regular volunteers, not exceeding 1,000 lit for duty, and downing it

improper to continue a pursuit in another department, suspended by its proper com-
mautler, 1 shall return by slow marches to my own department command.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

Xcoslio, October 29 and 30, !S(iL Having telegraphed you at Newtouia
and provided as well as I could for Lhe wounded Union and rebel sol

diers that could not be brought away, i moved with my little remaining
force to Xeosho, a homeward movement of twelve miles. Believing
our campaign concluded, we sought and secured comfortable lodgings
and food which we all much needed. But at midnight I was much and

agreeably surprised by a messenger bringing your dispatches of the

28th, the most important of which was as follows:

WASHINGTON, October 28, 1S64.

Major-General Cnrns:
Lieuteuant-General Grant desires that Price be pursued to the Arkansas River, or

at least until he encounters General Steelc or General Reynolds.
H. W. IIALLECK,

Chief of Xtaff.

This dispatch clearly overruled General Kosecrans order of the 27th,
received by me at Xewtonia twenty-two hours before, and justified my
immediate exertions to recall the troops of General Kosecrans to the

pursuit. Calling up my officers I immediately directed orders such as

the following to be sent instanter by couriers to each of the retiring

brigades :

HKAJKJUARTKRS AHMY oi~ THE BORDER,
In the. Held, Xeosho. October 30, 1S64.

Dispatches just received from Lieutenant-General Grant require me to continue
the pursuit of Price to the Arkansas River. You will therefore proceed forthwith to

Cassvillc, by the nearest and best route, reporting to me at that place. This counter
mands all orders received by you from Generals Rosecrans and Pleasouton, concern

ing a retrograde movement.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

These were sent to Brigadier-Generals Sanborn and McXeil, Colonel

Philips, Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen.
I also telegraphed General Kosecrans as follows :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OK THE BORDER^
In the Field, Xeosho, October HO, 1S64 1 a. m.

Major-General ROSECRANS :

An order just received from. Lieutenant-General Grant, directing the pursuit of
Price to be continued to the Arkansas River, seems to conflict with your order,

directing the troops of General Pleasonton to their several districts. I have there
fore ordered your troops to resume the pursuit, supposing it will meet with your
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approbation, as there are no other troops sufficient to carry out the purpose of the

lieutenant-general commanding. Since my militia have left me your portion of the
command has been much the greatest and I have expected your arrival to assume the

responsibilities of the movement against Price.
S. R. CURTIS,

Major-General.
I also telegraphed you as follows:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY, OK THE BORDER,
Xeosho, Mo., October 30, 1864 1 a.m.

Major-General HALLEOK,
Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. :

Your dispatch, informing me of the wishes of Lieutenant-General Grant, to pursue
Price to the Arkansas River, is .just received. I send couriers with orders to this

effect directed to the several brigade commanders of the troops of General Rosecraus,
who had abandoned the pursuit by his orders. I will proceed Avnth my own force

toward Cassville, hoping to concentrate sufficient troops at that point to resume the

pursuit.
S. R. CURTIS.

Major-Geiieral.

Before leaving Neosho on the 30th I aleo sent the following more
extended report, which was dispatched by telegraph from Fort Scott,
November 1. These dispatches are set out in this report to make me
properly responsible for my share of the influences that led to the

action of the lieutenant-general and yourself:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OK THE BORDER,
Xeoaho, Mo., October JO, 1804.

Major-General HALLECK,
Washington; T&amp;gt;. C. :

I desire the lieutenant-general to understand that from the commencement of the
effort in this campaign I have had to occupy a debatable position as to my author

ity over troops, while a necessity pressed me forward. The militia cavil about go
ing across State lines; and General Rosecrans commanders, except one or two, ever
since we formed a junction, expressed a conviction that they had done enough, and
urged with much truth their long march and general destitution as the reason for

delay. I used argument, expostulation, and orders till we fought at Chariot, opposite
Fort Scott. Here General Pleasonton. without consulting me, flanked ott most of
his force and insisted that farther pursuit was needless. I aid not know where Gen
eral Rosecrans headquarters were, for he had been shifting them, fifty or sixty
miles in the rear, and matters required immediate action. I therefore informed Gen
eral Pleasouton that I assumed the responsibilities, and must exercise the preroga
tives of rank and direct him to resume the pursuit. To this he yielded and ordered
his brigade to join me. They were in full march when General Blunt overtook the

enemy at Newtouia and General Sanborn s brigade came up in time to secure a vic

tory where we had only been able to hold our own for two hours, with considerable
loss on both sides. The pursuit was resumed, when the order of General Rosecrans

came, directing his troops to their several district locations, and they immediately
commenced to carry out that order. This left only my department volunteers, who
had borne the brunt of the last battle and were sadly reduced in numbers, not ex

ceeding 1,000 effective men. My militia had left me at Fort Scott, supposing very
reasonably that the united regular volunteers were enough to pursue Price. I saw
no alternative, and with mortification returned from the retreating foe. Both Gen
erals Rosecrans and Pleasouton were a hundred miles in my rear and it seemed im

possible to correct this mistake. I am sure they would not have withdrawn their

troops if they had been present, both supposing I could not again overtake Price.

I had fallen back twelve miles to this place, when I received your dispatch, in

forming me that &quot;the lieutenant-general desires that Price should be pursued to

Hie Arkansas, and I immediately issued orders announcing this to all the troops,

directing them to return by the shortest MUCK to the pursuit. I still occupy a de
batable position, and have telegraphed General Rosecraus my desire, that, as a large

majority of the troops are his, he should come and assume the command. The neces

sity of pushing Price s force beyond the Arkansas is so obvious I have not hesi

tated to disregard department lines, and act only in view of results which involve
the safety of our little garrisons in front, and the future peace of the inhabitants
of Missouri, Kansas, and Arkansas. I was not well when I started and have been

eighteen days without changing my clothes, but I am now well and willing to do all

in my power to execute the wishes of the lieutenant-general, and only fear that coil-
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tlicts or doubts in relation to orders may embarrass my movements. Price is now
entering a mountainous country very destitute of supplies, and his men are actually
falling dead of starvation in his rear. They hang together under the impression
that we kill all prisoners, a falsehood well calculated to retain his force intact. Ho
still has three pieces of artillery, and his numbers are very great. He has&quot; destroyed
most of his train and is very destitute, but all of his men being mounted he con
tinues to make rapid progress, which can only be overcome by extraordinary efforts

on the part of our troops. The delay occasioned by General Rosecrans orders will
be equivalent to thirty-six hours, but it ispartially compensated by a little rest and
food which we were enabled to procure in this vicinity. I must say, in conclusion,
that I desire to avoid all reproachful imputations against Generals Rosecrans and
Pleasonton, who have acted no doubt upon their best judgment as things are seen
at their stand-points. I must award to General Pleasonton high commendation for
his skill and gallantry in the field. I do not mean to depreciate others, of whom I

shall speak in my proper report, and who have not only been gallant in many fields,
but are constantly willing to aid mo to the utmost of human endurance to carry
out what I consider a complete; result of this campaign.

I have the honor to be, vour obedient servant,
S. R. CURTIS.

Major-General.

The foregoing correspondence shows all the facts in my possession
concerning the withdrawal of forces from the pursuit of Price.

^l&amp;gt;ut
for

the presence of our united troops the people of Southwest Missouri were
overpowered, and Price had everything, including the approaching
elections, his own way, just as he had them in 1861, when he controlled
the State of Missouri in this same vicinity. Besides, there were the posts
of Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and Fort Smith, below, near, and on the
Arkansas, where we had a vast amount of public stores and several thou
sands of our comrades, who were at the mercy of Price s starving, steal

ing hordes. I had, as subsequently directed by you, sent a dispatch
to General Thayer, Fort Smith, from Fort Scott, dated October 20,

informing him that I was &quot;

trying to continue the pursuit till his force
is entirely destroyed or beyond your post,&quot; and in every point of view
it seemed necessary to press the enemy beyond these posts Your dis

patch of the 28th informing me of the wishes of the lieutenant-general
that the enenry should be pursued beyond the Arkansas was singularly
appreciative of all this. The only misfortune is that it did n,ot arrive

twenty hours sooner. An honest difference of opinion existed, as shown
by a dispatch sent by General Pleasonton to General Eosecrans from
Fort Scott, on the 26th or 27th, and as also by a communication ema
nating from General Sanborn, which is as follows :

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Springfield, Alo., Sui-ember 12, 1S6-1.

Major-General PLEASONTON :

I have just returned from Cassville, and will forward my official report of the cam
paign in a few days. No one has tired a shot at the enemy since the battle of New-
tonia, where the enemy gained great advantage over Blunt at first, but my command
got in time to turn the enemy s right and the tide of things. The enemy lost very
largely in men and horses in Northern Arkansas and the border. My idea was, and
is now, when we got him below NewTonia and the region of grain mtlls and cattle
\\-eshouldnotcrowd him anymore, but rather make an effort to hold him in this
land of starvation, as we would a garrison out of supplies, until his army broke up
and divided. Deserters were very numerous while Price was in this section, but
I have seen none since he was pushed. off toward his supplies. My own vie\y
is that all the efforts of General Curtis to drive the enemy and they have been
great and entitle him to credit have been to our detriment and the enemy s ad
vantage, for I believe one-half of his army would have deserted north of the
Arkansas had it not been for fear of the pursuing foe, and the pursuit has been expen
sive; but the enemy has suffered badly, and all should be satisfied, I suppose. My
dispatches from General Thayer indicate that the troops on the Arkansas will not
attack Price.

.JOHN H. SANBORN.
JJriyadier-Crenct al, Commanding,

33 11 II VOL XLl, PT I
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General Sanborn commanded the district about Fort Scott and
Newtonia where Price s forces were foraging and burning and mur
dering, and if not driven out would also have returned on my depart
ment with his marauding bands ot guerrillas, bushwhackers, and
&quot;

deserters,* which I desired to have as far from my lines as Texas.

Having now promulgated your order so as to bring the forces back to

the pursuit, 1 immediately returned to Newtonia, and on the next day,
October 31, I moved toward Cassville as far as Gadfly, where I ascer
tained that Price had moved with his main force toward Pineville and
resumed his position on what is known as the State Line road. I there

fore turned due south and camped near Keetsville, making short

marches to allow my expected re-enforcements to come up. On the

morning of November 1 Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen joined me at the
ruins of Keetsville with his brigade, about 1,800 strong. This force was
composed of portions of the Tenth Missouri, Third and Fourth Iowa
Cavalry, and some Indiana cavalry, all veteran volunteers, many of

whom liad served with me in my campaign of 18(52 through this same
country and shared in the glory of our struggles at Keetsville, Cross
Timbers,* Sugar Creek, and Pea Ridge. This brigade was the best

equipped, disciplined, and commanded force in the field, and I now had
about 3,000 men with sufficient artillery also so arranged by doubling
teams as to move with the usual speed of cavalry forces. I moved for

ward and camped near Pea Kidge, Ark., where, as I telegraphed you. I

expected McNeil would overtake me. This force not arriving I re

mained the 2d, during which period I received a re-enforcement of ft&quot; fry
men from Cassville, forwarded by Major Melton, who commanded the

post. I also ascertained that my couriers sent to Generals McNeil and
Sanborn did not overtake them till they were near Springfield, and
being near they had gone to get supplies. &&amp;lt;. Still I hoped they would
overtake me, but determined to proceed and press the foe with my 3,000

against their boasted 30,000. 1 sent prisoners taken on the road to

General Rosecrans with the following note:

, HEADQTAKTERS ARMY OF THK BORDER,
hi the Field, Camp near Pea liidye, Ark.. November 2, 1S64.

Major-General ROSECRANS :

Understanding that you have ordered most of your prisoners to Saint Louis, I

send you those taken since. 1 have waited the return of some more of your troops
for the pursuit of Price, but will proceed cautiously with what I have, hoping to

deter tin; enemy from besieging and taking the posts in Western Arkansas and to rid

the country of Price s desperate hordes.
I have the honor to be. general, your obedient servant,

S. R. CURTIS,
Major-General.

After distributing a few rations that overtook us in a terrible storm
of rain and snow L moved forward on the 3d, camping at night near
Cross Hollows. During the day Colonel Benteen received an order
from General Rosecrans directing him to report to General Sanborn at

Cassville, transmitted through General Sanborn, at Springfield, on the

2d. This order was subsequently explained as having been issued on
the supposition that I was still at or near Cassville, and on the sup
position that it was so issued I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen to

continue with me. reporting my conduct to General Rosecrans and to

yourself.

My report to you is as follows:

CROSS HOLLOWS, November 3, 1SG4.

Maj. Gen. H. &quot;\V. HALLECK, Washington, I&amp;gt;. ( .:

General Thayer, at Fort Scott, and Colonel Harrison, at Fayetteville, send me dis

patches urging me forward to save them, from Price. Three days unremitting rain
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and snow detain me. but I hope my advance will reach Fayetteville to-night. Price s

forces were yesterday on two sides of that place but were not attacking our troops.
General Rosecrans. at Jefferson City, yesterday, and General Sanborn, at Springfield,

to-day, ordered Colonel Benteen s brigade to report at Cassville. This is a material

part of my force and I cannot believe these officers would again embarrass my oper
ations were they acquainted with the circumstances. I hope therefore my order to

Colonel Benteen will receive your approval and that of General Rosecrans. Your

dispatch informing me that General Rosecrans is ordered to pursue Price to the

Arkansas, does not as I suppose relieve me from concurrent duty implied by your
former dispatch, expressing to me the desire of the lieutenant-general.

S. R. CURTIS.
Major-General.

ATTACK ON FAYETTEVILLE.

Camping in mud, rain, and snow at dark on the evening of the 3d at

Cross Hollows, i was nearly overcome with fatigue, illness, and the

perplexing orders which I have mentioned. My troops had built fires

in the woods and began to enjoy themselves, when about midnight
messengers arrived from Fayetteville informing me of Price s attack of

that post and Colonel Harrison s successful holding against fearful

odds; and his earnest desire for help. This post, eighteen miles in my
advance, was commanded by Col. M. La Rue Harrison, of the First

Arkansas Cavalry, with about 1,100 militia and volunteers constituting
the garrison. Substantial earth-works had been erected, and though far

from supporting forces it had for several weeks, especially during the

previous ten days, been in a state of siege and the troops were on half

rations. Price s main forces halted at Cane Hill, sending General Fagan,
with 8,000 men and two pieces of artillery, to take the forces and sup
plies of Colonel Harrison. Their operations commenced on the 3d, and
after investing the town they cannonaded the fort for several hours
\vith very little effect. The storm, timidity of the rebels, and the gal
lant bearing of the garrison, prevented a charge on the works which
the rebel ollieers tried to make, but with the close of the day they with
drew and went into camp around the town. I had sent a small party
winch had got into the fort during the night. Meantime Colonel Har
rison s messengers reached me at Cross Hollows about midnight. As
soon as my troops could be fed and collected I hurried forward with my
little force, determined to make the best showing I could for the bene
fit of the garrison. The enemy not knowing my force, but doubtless

supposing 1 was coming with all my former numbers, made a hasty
retreat during the night, his rear guard leaving as my advance arrived

about 11 o clock Xovember 4. A portion of the rebel troops, separat

ing from Price s main force, went eastward under Freeman, following
down the White River, leaving their broken guns in disgust and prob
ably disbanding near Hunts ville. The main force, however, moved

rapidly back to Cane Hill and joined Price s main army, which was col

lecting cattle and other supplies at that place.
The accompanying report of Colonel Harrison is interesting, giving

an account &amp;gt;t his perilous position and gallant deportment for some
time before my forces came to his relief.

I sent the following dispatch:

FAYETTEVILLE, Friday, Xovember 4, 1864 12 ra.

Major-General HALLECK :

Price s forces attacked and shelled this place, but retreated at the approach of my
command. Colonel Harrison reports his loss as trilling. He will join me in pursuit
as you direct. The enemy lost several, including one officer. He has divided, but
seems to aim at a crossing of the Arkansas above Fort Smith.

.S. R. CURTIS.
Major-General.
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I sent a similar telegram to General Rosecrans and forwarded another
lot of prisoners to him in charge of Lieutenant Quinby.

CONTINUANCE OF THE PURSUIT BELOW FAYETTEVILLE
7
ARK.

The broken lines at Fayetteville made it difficult to ascertain the
route of Price s main force, and detained me nearly a day. During this

delay and pursuant to your directions 1 ordered Colonel Harrison to

join me with a portion of his force, leaving Captain Dodge s battery,
which was nearly broken down, and the remainder of the garrison, suf
ficient in my judgment for the safety of the place, while we continued
to press Price s general movement beyond. Giving Colonel Harrison
the advance we moved forward on the 5th. our force now amounting to
about 3,500. During the day I received a note from General Sanborn,
dated the 4th, at Cassville, explaining the order of the previous day to
Colonel Beiiteen as not being his

Design to withdraw him from the face of the enemy or from your support but ex
pecting him to be near Cassville. where I was expecting to be iii person to-day. He
will remain with you if Price is still in your front. My information is that his army
has gone into the Nation. I will have positive knowledge in a day or two. General
McNeil s brigade is a few miles in the rear, and will come forward at once, if there
is any prospect of meeting the enemy.

1 have the honor to be, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. B. SANBORX,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

This showed me clearly that no other re-enforcements were in sup
porting distance and my boldness of pursuit must compensate for want
of numbers, judging rightly that the enemy would not in his flight
ascertain the relation of my troops to those in my rear. Crossing the
Illinois River, I camped for the night at Prairie Grove battle-ground.
During the day we found plenty of cattle, which now became the only
food for most of my troops. Very little forage for horses could be
obtained and the country beyond was still more monnallaceous and des
titute. We left Prairie Grove at daylight on the Oth, driving scattering
rebels out of Cane Hill and taking and paroling a large number of sick
and broken-down rebel prisoners. Price had secured supplies of cattle
at this place and his troops had commenced erecting huts, with the evi
dent supposition that he would remain some time. Colonel Ben teen s

scouts attacked and killed some of the enemy s scouts or rear guard,
killing 2 or 3 and capturing the old flag of General Blunt s escort, which
the rebels took at the massacre of Baxter Springs. Benteen lost 2 or
3 in this skirmish. We went into camp about 5 p. m. near the ground
occupied by Price s forces the previous night. November we made an
early start, following the well-marked trail of Price s army. His camp-
fires extended for miles, and I counted over 100 head of cattle that
had been slaughtered and the meat distributed among his troops. We
pressed forward during the day and most of the night, wrhen we ascer
tained the enemy had departed westward from the Line road, taking
the valley of a beautiful little stream called the Sallisaw, which bears
southwest through a portion of the Cherokee Nation, halting and graz
ing our horses on cane and coarse grass, which we found on the valley
of this stream. We were evidently close on the enemy s rear, and my
order of march for the 7th was carefully arranged for battle, Colonel
Benteen in advance, General Blunt s division followed next, Colonel
Harrison s force followed this division, and Major Ketuer, Sixteenth
Kansas Cavalry, commanded escort and all that appertained to the

commissary train. November 7 we started at daylight, our route lead

ing through the woods and on by-roads in a southwesterly direction.
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Horses, wagons, and property stolen from the Missouri marked the way,
which we followed till late at night and remained until the morning.
Among other articles a carriage, said to be the one occupied by Price

himself, was passed on the wayside, and everything showed a hasty and
terrified retreat. Our curiosity, usual on such occasions, hurried the
advance forward, hoping to overtake the enemy. About dark we came
upon a cannon which he left in the road, and after a few miles more, dark
ness and a necessity to close up my forces induced another halt. We
had very little chance to feed ourselves or horses and resumed the march
early on the 8th. uncertain of our whereabouts, but confident of the

enemy s near presence as the prairie was still burning and his broken-
down mules, horses, and baggage were again broadcast over his well-

defined way. Colonel Harrison now had the advance and pushed for

ward with great vigor to the timber, far in our advance, which proved to

be the timber skirting the Arkansas River. A fewofthe rebel rear guard
were driven beyond the stream, and bringing up McLain s battery, we
shelled the timber on the south side. Some of our troops crossed over
and exchanged a few shots as they supposed with the last of Price s

army. Our work was accomplished, and the shout that went up from
the Army of the Border and the roar of our cannon resounded through
the gloomy forests of the Arkansas, carrying to the camp of the starving
enemy beyond our parting farewell. This crossing, selected by Stand
Watie s Indians, is a little above the mouth of the Sallisaw, about

twenty-five miles above Fort Smith.
A prisoner taken by the enemy, who had escaped or been discharged,

a reverend and perfectly reliable gentleman, gave the particulars of
the enemy s condition. His troops were so destitute of provisions, an
officer being begged by a soldier for an ear of corn was told he had not
a grain to give him. The elm trees for miles had been stripped to fur
nish food for the starving multitude. An officer of the rebel army
whom we paroled at Cane Hill said that at Lexington Price s force was
37,000, but now he thought he had lost in killed, wounded, and missing
from 8,000 to 10,000. All my information was to the effect that the

enemy was over 20,000 strong, but many of his troops were volunteers
awd conscripts picked up by the way and were only partially armed.
The reports of my militia forces are so imperfect and those of others

also I cannot give any correct idea of my own losses, either at each
battle or in the aggregate. 1 was obliged to immediately separate my
troops and start them homeward in different columns, so as to collect

scattering cattle and the best grass to save .our men and horses from
greater suffering.
The reports of my subordinates and that of my medical director in

the field show that our killed, wounded, and prisoners during the cam
paign may have reached 1,800 or 2,000. We nowhere stopped to bury
our dead or take care of the wounded, feeling confident we left them
with their friends, where their wives, mothers, and sisters could safely
render them the kind offices so. justly due to those who fell in this

struggle for their homes and their country. Before separating from
the gallant 3,500 that had accompanied me from the Missouri to the
Arkansas, and from Xewtonia, a distance of 200 miles, been my only
comrades in this eventful pursuit, I issued the following congratu
latory order, a copy of which I sent you as soon as possible after my
return to the settlements :

GKNERAL FIELD ORDERS, i HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE BORDER,
No. . \ Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1SG4.

The object of this organization and campaign is accomplished. The rebel army
under General Sterling &quot;Price lias been eonironted, beaten in several contliets, pur-
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sued and driven over 350 miles, from the Missouri to the Arkansas. This has been
the work of fourteen days. Your marches have been incessant, sometimes for days
and nights, in rain and snow, and generally ou short rations, gathered from the herds
lost by the enemy. Your privations, toil, and gallantry deserve the highest com
mendation, and the success of the campaign in which you have so gloriously partici

pated, most of you from the beginning to the end, must entitle you to the thanks of

your Government and the gratitude of the loyal people of our country. Your losses

are considerable, but nothing in comparison with those of the enemy, who admits of
a loss in killed, wounded, and missing of 8,000 or 10.000. All his cannon, too, a largo

portion of his small-arms, his vast wagon train loaded with spoils, and herds of
cattle and horses, have been left, burned, and scattered, in the way of your pursuit.
His army of 20,000 or 30,000 is converted into an unarmed, disorganized mob, desti

tute of everything, starving with hunger and far from supplies. Their condition is

indeed so desperate as to excite, pity rather than exultation. But the greatest
achievement of this campaign is the driving a desperate class of vagrant associates

of rebels so far from your homes and the State you defend. Besides this your stern

resistance and close pursuit saved the towns and garrisons of Kansas City, Olathe,

Paola, Fort Scott, Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and Fort Smith, and the valuable pub
lic stores of those places, besides checking ulterior purposes of slaughter and des

olation contemplated by the invasion of Kansas. But it would tarnish the bril

liancy of your achievements to claim this for yourselves alone without acknowledging
with gratitude the share borne in the brunt of the contest by the troops of Missouri

and the militia of Kansas, who shared our dangers, and because of their greater
numbers, especially deserve more of the honors due to the conflicts of the 24th, 25th,
and 28th of October. But to you, including the brigade of Colonel Benteeu, who
have shared in most of these battles and continued throughout the long weary pur
suit to the dark and turbid waters of the Arkansas, where your guns thundered in

the rear of the starving, terrified enemy, must be accorded the special commendation
of the commanding general and the generous approval of your country. The special
honors due to distinguished comrades in this campaign will be carefully presented
by the commanding general in his proper report to headquarters at Washington ;

and
to secure the most exact justice to so many deserving commendation, commanders
of divisions, brigades, detachments, and staff officers will make full reports, directed

to headquarters Fort Leavenworth, at their earliest convenience.

In parting, the general tenders to the officers and soldiers, for their generous sup
port and prompt obedience to orders, and to his star! for their unceasing efforts to

share the toil incident to the campaign, his heartfelt thanks.

The pursuit of Price in 18G4, and the battles of Lexington, Little Blue, Big Blue,

Westport, Marais des Cygnes, Osage, Chariot, and Newtonia will be borne on the

banners of regiments who shared in them, and the States of Missouri, Iowa, Kansas,

Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Arkansas may glory in the achievements

of their sons in this short but eventful campaign.
The First Division, commanded by General Blunt, will move from the camp

according to special instructions.

The brigade of Colonel Beuteen will return to his proper corps command by such

route as he may consider most economical and advantageous to the Government.

Colonel Harrison will report to General Steele at his earliest convenience.

Colonel Ford, with his command, will accompany the commanding general to his

headquarters, Fort Leavenworth.

By command of Major-General Curtis:
C. S. CHARLOT,

.Ixsifttant Adjutant-General.

RETURN FROM THE PURSUIT OF PRICE.

Aa directed in your dispatch of the 28th of October, Price had been

pursued beyond the Arkansas, carrying- away with him the murderers,

marauders,&quot; and bushwhackers that infested Missouri, Arkansas, and
Kansas. He entered Missouri feasting and furnishing his troops on

the rich products and abundant spoils of the Missouri Valley, but

crossed the Arkansas destitute, disarmed, disorganized, and avoiding
starvation by eating raw corn and slippery-elm bark. Having thus

disposed of our foes, my forces being separated, made their way in

several lines, scouring the country for cattle and hogs, their only means
ofsubsistence. The grass also being entirely killed by the frost, afforded

poor sustenance for horses and rendered it necessary for us to walk
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much of the way and make short marches till we reached the vicinity
of Fort Scott, where I arrived on the loth, and taking- more rapid con

veyance reached my headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, on the 18th of

November. I here received your dispatch of the 7th,which is as follows :

WASHINGTON, D. C., November 7, 18G4.

Major-Geueral CURTIS,
In the Field :

The Secretary of War directs that you assume command of all the troops belong
ing to the Department of Missouri, and now serving on the west border of that State,
and pursue Price toward the Arkansas River or till he reaches the troops of General
Steele or General Reynolds. Having completed this duty, you will return the troops
to. their respective commands. You will furnish a copy of this order-to the several

commanders, and also to General Rosecraus. Regiments or fractions of regiments
belonging to Department of Arkansas will be sent to General Steele.

H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff.

This order, as yon perceive, was issued at Washington the day be
fore I reached the Arkansas River and far from mails and telegraphic
communication, yet seems to cover all my orders and movements down
to my order of the 8th, distributing- the troops that had shared in the
final pursuit. Thus terminated my last campaign against the rebel
General Price in thirty-eight days. The distance traversed, going and
returning, including the various marches and countermarches of head
quarters of the Army of the Border, is about 850 miles.

In conclusion, although I have specially commended most of my com
rades who ought to be prominently named, yet I here again present
the roll of honor, which I hope may be transmitted to posterity, and
ask for the generous sympathy of their countrymen and from their

Government the advancement due to those who have gained victories,

conquered armies, saved cities, and increased the great aggregate of

glorious achievements which are crushing the rebellion.

ROLL OF HONOR.

Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. S. Volunteers.

Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasouton, U. S. Volunteers.

Maj. Gen. George W. Deitzler, Kansas State Militia.

Brig. Gen. John McNeil, U. S. Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, IT. S. Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. W. H. M. Fishback, Kansas State Militia.

Col. James II. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry Volunteers.
Col. Charles K. Jeunison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers.
Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers.
Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry Volunteers.
Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers.
Col. George W. Veale, Second Kansas State Militia.

Col. G. A. Colton, Fifth Kansas State Militia.

Col. James Montgomery, Sixth Kansas State Militia.

Col. William D. McCain, Fourth Kansas State Militia.

Col. William Pennock, Tenth Kansas State Militia.

Col. L. S. Treat, Twelfth Kansas State Militia,

Col. A. C. Hogan, Nineteenth Kansas Sfeate Militia.

Col. Sandy Lowe, Twenty- first Kansas State Militia,

Lieut. Col. F. W. Benteeu, Tenth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieut. Col. George II. Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieut. Col. Samuel Walker, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
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Maj. J. Nelson Smith, Second Colorado Cavalry (killed).

Maj. J. L. Pritcbard, Second Colorado Cavalry.

Maj. James Ketner, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Maj. Martin Anderson, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry.

Maj. E. G. Ross, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Maj. A. R. Pierce, commanding- Fourth Iowa, and wounded at

battle of Osage.
Capt. G. L. Gove, Company G, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry

(who commanded my body guard in early part of campaign and died
from effects of exposure).

Capt. P. Cosgrove, Company L, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieutenant Gill, Company H, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry

(who commanded a battery of howitzers attached to my escort).

Sergeant Slonaker (same company, who served with these guns).
I desire to especially mention my own regular staff for gallant services

on almost every tield :

Maj. T. J. Weed, additional aide-de-camp.
Maj. T. I. McKenny, aide-de-camp and inspector-general.
Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant adjutant-general
Maj. S. S. Curtis, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, and aide-de

camp.
Maj. R. II. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and chief of

artillery.
( apt. E. I. Meeker, chief signal officer.

Lieut. G. T. Robinson, chief engineer.
Lieut. C. M. Roberts, signal officer.

Lieut, fl. R. Fitch, staff and acting chief quartermaster.
My volunteer staff were all active in the field and elsewhere:
Hon. James H. Lane, acting aide-de-camp.
Hon. S. C. Pomeroy, acting aide-de-camp.
Col. W. F. Cloud, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting aide-de

camp.
Col. John Ritchie, First Regiment Indian Home Guards, acting aide-

de camp.
Col. Samuel J. Crawford, First [Second] Regiment. Kansas (colored),

acting aide-de-camp.
Col. W. Y.Roberts (formerly of First Kansas), acting aide-de-camp.
Lieut. Col. J. B. Wheeler, Thirteenth Kansas Volunteer Infantry,

acting field officer.

Lieut. Col. J. J. Sears, Eighteenth U. S. Colored Troops, acting pro
vost-marshal of the Army of the Border.

Among others should be mentioned with honor:

Surg. S. B. Davis, medical director of the Army of the Border.

Surg. Philip Harvey.
Surg. I. J. Pollok, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry.
Assistant Surgeons Vance and Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer

Cavalry.
Capt. W. D. McLain, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers.
Lieut. G. S. Eayre, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers.
Lieutenant Beach, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers.

Capt. .J. 11. Dodge, Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers.
Lieutenant Hicks, Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers.
Lieut. W. H. Pierce, Second Colorado Volunteers, acting ordnance

officer in the Held.
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Major General Blunt in his report honorably mentions the names of

those on his regular and volunteer start :

Capt. George S. Hampton, assistant adjutant-general.
Capt. It. J. Hinton, Second Kansas (colored), acting aide-de-camp.

Capt. B. F. Simpson, acting assistant quartermaster.
Capt. George J. Clark, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, act

ing ordnance officer.

Lieut. Col. John T. Burris (late of Tenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry),
volunteer aide-de-camp.
Maj. It. G. Ward, First Kansas Colored Volunteers, volunteer aide-

de-camp.
Maj. T. IT. Penney (late of Thirty-fifth Missouri Volunteers), volunteer

aide-de-camp.
Capt. A. J. Shannon, district provost-marshal and acting division

provost marshal.

Capt. T. E. Milhoan (late Tenth Kansas), acting aide-de-camp.
Second Lieut. W. B. Clark, Company E, Fourteenth Kansas Volun

teer Cavalry, commanding escort.

I also present the names of:

Captain Carpenter, commanding battalion Third Wisconsin Cavalry.
Lieut. J. B. Pond, commanding battalion Third Wisconsin Cavalry.
Lieut. John Crites, Company I), Third Wisconsin Cavalry.
Lieut. Joseph Mackle, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting

assistant adjutant-general.
Lieut. W. H. Bisbee, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, regimental

adjutant.

Captain Young, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieutenant Taber, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assist

ant adjutant-general.
Lieutenant Goble, Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
Surgeon Ainsworth and Assistant Surgeon Adams, Eleventh Kansas

Volunteer Cavalry; Sergt. Maj. I. H. Lsbell, Quartermaster Sergeant W.
H. Cowan, and ChiefBugler N. D. Horton, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry, for gallantry in the field are deserving promotion.
Lieutenant-Colonel Morris, Tenth Kansas State Militia.

Lieutenant-Colonel Eves, Twenty-fourth Kansas State Militia.

Major Smith, Nineteenth Kansas State Militia.

Major Wiley, Tenth Kansas State Militia.

Maj. C. Willets, volunteer aide to Colonel Blair.

Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assist

ant adjutant- general.
Lieut. James Aitken, Twenty-fourth Kansas State Militia (severely

wounded at Westport).
Sergeant-Major Rebstein, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry.
Sergt. A. C. Greenleaf, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry.
Private Van Valkenburg, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry.

*Capt. W. II. Greene, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieut. It. S. Itoe, Second Colorado Cavalry, acting assistant-adjutant-

general.
Lieut. William Wise, Second Colorado Cavalry.
Lieut. J. Fenton Seymour, Second Colorado Cavalry (who was wounded

at Little Blue).

Captain Kingsbury, Second Colorado Cavalry.
Captain Elmer, Second Colorado Cavalry.
Captain Boyd, Second Colorado Cavalry.



522 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIII.

Sergt. Samuel T. Ferree, Company I, Second Colorado Cavalry (gal
lantry at Xewtouia).

Capt. Thomas Moses, Company C, Second Colorado Cavalry (wounded
at Newtouia).

All the names thus presented deserve honorable mention for uniform

gallantry and energy.
I must also include some, reluctantly left in my rear to attend to my

support of men and means, and for earnest and successful exertions,
therefore deserving this presentation :

Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, commanding District of Xorth
Kansas.

Col. Werter E. Davis, commanding post at Fort Leavenworth.
Colonel Coates, Enrolled Missouri Militia, Kansas City, Mo.
Maj. F. E. Hunt, chief paymaster, in command of artillery at the

post and city of Leavenworth.
Maj. H. H. Heath, provost-marshal-general.
Maj. E. S. Hubbard, Kansas State Militia, commanding at VVyan-

dotte.

Surgeon Buckmaster, medical director of the department.
Capt. John Willans, assistant adjutant-general, headquarters Fort

Leavenworth.
Capt. H. C. Hodges, depot quartermaster, Fort Leavenworth.
Capt. John McNutt, chief of ordnance, Fort Leavenworth.
Capt. Robert Graham, depot commissary, Fort Leavenworth.
Capt. Edgar Seelye, depot quartermaster at Kansas City, and till

after the battle of Westport, acting chief quartermaster &quot;of the army.
I name also as deserving honorable mention for active exertions in

protecting the border, the post of Paola, and town of Mound City, and
for gallantry on the march, and at the latter place on the night of the
24th and morning of the 25th of October, the names of:

Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, com
manding brigade.

Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Drake, Seventeenth Kansas Volunteers (100-
day s men).

Capt. S. W. Greer, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, commanding,
Mound City.

Captain Parks, Kansas State Militia, wounded at Mound City, also

Privates Williams and Manlove, Kansas State Militia (the latter being
killed at Mound City).

Distances traveled by tin; Army of the Border.

Miles.

Oct. 13. From Fort Leavenworth to Olathe 28
14. To Wyamlotte, via Shawiiee 1 29
15. To Hickman Mills and return 18

17. To Kansas City 4

19. To Independence
&quot;

12

21. To Little Blue 9
21. To Big Blue 15

22. To Kansas City 6

23. To Little Santa Fe&quot; 15

24. To Marais des Cygnes 56
25. To Fort Scott 36
26. To Shanghai 27
27. To Carthage 42
28. To Newtonia 30
29. To Neosho 10
30. Back to Newtonia 10
31. To Keetsville.. 21
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Nov. 1. To Pea Ridge 10
3. To Cross Hollows 15
4. To Fayetteville 20
5. To Prairie Grove . 11

0. To Caiie Hill 25
7 30
8 12

Back again 320

Total 847

I have the honor to be. .general, your obedient servant,
S. Jl. CURTIS,

Major- General.

[Major-General HALLECK.
Chief of Muff. \

No. 05.

Report of Maj. Chapman *s . Chariot, U. 8. Army, AxxistaHt Adjutant-
General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Lcavemcorth, December 13, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the

history and operations of the Army of the Border and the share it took
in the pursuit of Price in 1804 :

As early as September 13 the commander of the Department of the
Missouri received information of the crossing of the Arkansas by Price
and his army and of their inarch in the direction of Kansas and Mis
souri. You were then encamped on the Solomon River with a small
force of volunteers and militia hastily collected for a campaign against
the Indians who had lately been committing depredations in the western

part of your command. Immediately on your return, September 17,
measures were taken to secure the safety of the threatened border as
far as was possible with the very limited force in the department, and
on the 20th you telegraphed to the Governor of Kansas to notify the
militia to be ready to co-operate in the defense of the State, proposing
to the Governor, as far as possible, to use the militia only in garrisoning
posts and to send forward the volunteers thus relieved. Notice same
day was also telegraphed to General Rosecrans of the farther advance
of the rebels, and on the 23d that Price was reported at Cane Hill. Of
his movements and progress, however, our chief source of information
was through Major-General Rosecrans, and they seem to have been so

mysteriously conducted as to leave that distinguished officer in con
siderable doubt as to whether there was any enemy advancing on us
from the south or not; c. (/.: On the 24th of September General Rose
crans telegraphed you that he &quot; does not credit &quot; General Steele ?

s dis

patches that &quot;

Price, with 5,000 to 10,000 mounted infantry and seven
teen pieces of artillery&quot; was at Pocahontas on the 22d

;
on the 24th, that

u there is reason to believe that Price is north of the Arkansas line in

Southern Missouri, &&amp;lt;.;&quot;
on the 20th, &quot;my present impression is that

he (Price) will come toward Jefferson City between Rolla and Lebanon
and pass out toward Kansas.&quot; at the same time advising against any
movement &quot;-too far south,&quot; rather to wait until - his (Price s) strength
and intentions in Missouri are developed,&quot; and especially urging the
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retention of Colonel Ford s (Second Colorado) regiment in the neigh
borhood of Kansas City. Again incredulous on the 28th. On the 20th
he telegraphs the attack on Pilot Knob by Price in person and declares
that &quot;the question of Price s being in Missouri is settled.&quot;

On the
2(&amp;gt;th, however, you had begun moving troops in view of the

danger to Kansas from Price and his rebel army in Missouri. Colonel

Ford, whose regiment had just been reported to you, was directed to

move south to a point near Paola, and the utmost vigilance was en

joined upon Colonel Blair, commanding at Fort Scott, and Colonel Jen-

nison, at Mound City. On the 2d of October General Sykes. command
ing District of South Kansas, was directed to assemble forces at Olathe,

including such of the militia as he might be able to collect in that

vicinity. Same day Governor Carney, in response to your appeal to

him for the aid of the militia, proposed to you to make a formal written
demand upon him which he might publish as the basis of his action in

calling out the militia. Colonel Ford, now at Independence, wasordered
to send out scouts toward the enemy, who were reported advancing
from Franklin and Washington on the Missouri River, and to keep in

communication with General Brown, commanding at \Varrensburg.
On the 4th Price was rapidly advancing on Jefferson City, and on the

5th, his purpose to strike immediately for Kansas being fully developed,
the desired letter was addressed to Governor Carney, and next day,

Oth, General Ilosecrans was urged to push forward his forces in the

rear of the enemy, that &quot;

delay is disastrous.&quot; Daily dispatches were
sent to commanding officers to obtain more accurate information of the
movements of the enemy. At the same time every effort was made to

hurry forward the militia. On the 8th, after repeated dispatches to

the Governor to &quot;

hurry up the militia,&quot; each more urgent than the last,

the Governor s proclamation was issued. The result proved that the

movement was not made too soon. On the 10th Price was reported
west of Jefferson City and martial law was declared, u to extend through
out the State of Kansas and the territory occupied by the troops mov
ing therefrom.&quot; General Blunt was ordered to Paola and placed in

command of the District of South Kansas, Maj. Gen. G. W. Deitzler,

Kansas State Militia, commanding the militia, which was reported as

turning out promptly throughout the border counties. On the llth,
when the commanding general took the field in person, the troops out
of which was to be created &quot; the Army of the Border &quot; consisted of the

Second Colorado Cavalry, Col. James H. Ford, moving from Pleasant
Hill to Hickman Mills, and constituting the advance; the Eleventh
Kansas Cavalry, Col. Thomas Moonlight, headquarters at Paola; the
Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Col. C. R. Jennison, headquarters at Mound
City, and a detachment of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. Col.

Samuel Walker, First Colorado Battery. Capt. W. D. McLain, at Paola,
and Ninth Wisconsin Battery, Capt. J. H. Dodge, at Fort liiley. The
militia, though rapidly assembling, had yet to be organized, armed and

equipped, and on the 13th, when we left Olathe for Kansas City, the

commanding general found himself quite in advance of his troops.
Orders were issued to Major-General Blunt, commanding the right wing,
Army of the Border, to concentrate at Hickmau Mills, while the militia,

constituting the left wing, under Major-General Deitzler, Kansas State

Militia, were to assemble at Shawnee, on the State line, with a view of

throwing forward the left in the direction of Kansas City and Inde

pendence. On the 14th we camped at Wyandotte, and the next day
we proceeded to Independence, thence to Hickman Mills, returning
same night to camp in Wyandotte. On the 10th Ford was at Indepeiid-
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ence with a portion of his own regiment and a battalion of the Sixteenth

Kansas; Blunt at Hickman Hills, with Jennison s, Moonlight s, and
Blair s brigades, and Deitzler at Shawneetown, with about 3,000 militia.

On the 17th Blunt moved forward toward Lexington with Jennison
and Moonlight, and DwtKler to Independence with a portion of hi*

command. Colonel Blair, at Hickman Mllls \vas ordered to InoVe foi: -

ward in support of Deitzler, and Colonel Learuard, at Shawnee, was
directed to hold the militia at that point in readiness to move wherever

they could best co-operate in the effort to crush the foe. 16th, 17th,
and 18th, general headquarters were at Camp Chariot, near Kansas

City. Orders were issued to provide the militia with blankets as far as

possible, and to send forward rations to Independence, and every effort

was made to complete the organization and yqttipinent of our little

army and to render it effective for a rapid and successful campaign.
Scouts were kept actively at work, parties sent out to repair telegraph

lines, and the most satisfactory information Avas obtained that Price
was advancing with his main body in the neighborhood of Lexington.
Considerable dissatisfaction was manifested, and some difficulty
occurred among the militia force on being ordered beyond the State

line and into Missouri, but the firmness and energy of Colonel Ford,
General Blunt, and, above all, the presence and personal influence of

the commanding general, prevented any serious trouble, and soon re

stored harmony to the command. On the 19th general headquarters
were moved forward to Independence, and at 4 o clock the following
morning report reached camp that Blunt, having met and fought
Price s main force at Lexington, was falling- back and had taken posi
tion on the Little Blue. Lieutenant Smith, in command of M Company,
Third Kegiment Kansas State Militia, was ordered to scout out five to

ten miles beyond Blunt s position, feel the enemy, and send back intel

ligence, and Major McKenny was sent to Colonel Ford to give orders
that the main road to Kansas City be kept open for military purposes.
Captain Hyde, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was ordered to

take the steamer Tom Morgan and twenty men of his company and
proceed down the river -not farther than Lexington, and if fired upon
by artillery to turn back, proceed to Kansas City, and report by tele

graph. General Blunt arrived from the front with Fifteenth Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry and Third Wisconsin, leaving Colonel Moonlight
holding the crossing at the Little Blue.
At 7 o clock morning of the 21st Moonlight was attacked by the

enemy in force, and, with 500 men and two howitzers, fought gallantly
for two hours, falling back two miles, when Colonel Ford, with his regi

ment, came to his support, and at 10 o clock General Blunt came up
with Jennison s command, consisting of the Fifteenth Kansas Volun
teer Cavalry, in command of Lieutenant-Colonel Iloyt, followed imme
diately by the major-general commanding and staff . General Curtis

directing in person, and exposed to a very hot fire of artillery and small-
arms for two hours, and until recalled by General Lane, volunteer aide-

de-camp. Our boys fought nobly all day, contesting every inch of

ground, and making good their retreat to Independence in the face of
Price s entire command, estimated at 25,000 cavalry, without losing a

gun, camping on the Big Blue after dark, tired, and glad to be &quot; let alone.&quot;

Prisoners report Price in command in person, with 40,000 men.
In the battle of the Little Blue General Blunt was everywhere in the

thickest of the fight, directing movements of his slender command regard
less of shot and shell. He estimates our loss, killed, wounded, and miss

ing, at 200. Colonel Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry,
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estimates his loss at 100 killed and wounded. Colonel Ford reports his

loss about 60, including Major Smith, killed while gallantly leading
his men in a charge. General Curtis was attended on the field by Hon.
James H. Lane and Col. John Ritchie, volunteer aides-de-camp; Major
McKenny, aide-de-camp; Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general;
Captain Meeker, chief signal officer; lieutenant Roberts, acting aide-

de-camp; Lieutenant Hnbbard, acting assistant adjutant-general, and
Lieutenant Quinby, acting signal officer, also acting aide-de-camp. Col.

S. J. Crawford, volunteer aide-de-camp, was on the field until ordered
back to assist General Deitzler.in forming our line on the Big Blue.

Major Hunt, of the staff, was in the thickest of the fight commanding
section of howitzers, supported by the general s body guard.
Early on the morning of the 22d we were &quot;in the saddle&quot; and &quot;to the

front,&quot; the general in person correcting the position of batteries and lines.

General Grant, of the Kansas militia, was ordered to send scouts out to

ward Pleasant Hill, and also toward Independence, to give notice of any
flank movement by the enemy, and send reports every thirty minutes.
Col. J. J. Sears (lieutenant-colonel Eighteenth U. S. Colored Infantry),

reported and assigned to duty as volunteer aide-de-camp, was sent to

General Blunt with orders to send information every thirty minutes.
General Lane having reported column of enemy moving west of our

position, General Blunt was directed to send Colonel Moonlight with
his brigade to look after it, and guard against any tlank movement,
and Colonel Cloud, volunteer aide-de-camp, ordered to Westport to halt

the militia where they are until further orders. At this time, 11 o clock,

Jennison was holding Byrani s Ford and Moonlight Hinkle a Ford.
Colonel Ford reporting that heavy columns of enemy were moving in

direction of those fords, Generals Dcitzlerand Blunt were both ordered
to send forward re-enforcements. We held the line of the Big Blue
until 3 o clock, when the enemy in large force turned our right flank,
and orders were issued to the several commanding officers to withdraw
within the lines of the fortifications at Kansas City, which was success

fully accomplished by 6 o clock. An hour afterward, news having been
received that Pleasonton was in the rear of the enemy with a consider

able force, General Deitzler was ordered to re-enforce Moonlight and Jeu-

nison, who were holding the advance position. A prisoner, Captain
Van Valkenlmrgh, commissary of subsistence rebel army, reports Price

in command in person, with 35,000 troops, under Shelby, Marmaduke,
Fagan, and Tyler, division commanders.

Sunday, 23d, was fought the battle of Westport. Our troops were
under arms at daylight, and almost immediately the commands of

Colonels.Jennison, Ford, and Moonlight were hotly engaged, the enemy
largely outnumbering us and pressing us back upon the town of West-

port. Colonel Blair was ordered forward with his militia brigade on

the right, and the Second Colorado, Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas,
were ordered to charge in center and left, which was handsomely done,
while McLain s battery and the escort of howitzers were doing fine

execution among the heavy ranks of the enemy, whose lines threatened

to envelop our little army. By 12 o clock Pleasonton s guns on our

left could be distinctly heard, and before two hours the rebels gave way
in all directions, retreating rapidly and directly south. At 2.30 p. m.

the general and staff halted an hour at Indian Creek, ten miles from

Westport, where General Pleasonton and staff were already waiting.
After an interview, at which were present Generals Curtis, Blunt,

Pleasonton, Deitzler, Governor Carney, and Senator Lane, and a num
ber of staff officers, we continued our march to Little Santa Fe, where
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the command bivouacked for the night. Daylight 24th, pursuit renewed
by the combined forces of Generals Curtis and Pleasonton, General
Blunt s division in the advance. The general and staff left camp at 8
o clock. Major Weed was sent forward with orders to General Bhmt
to press hard on the enemy s rear and not scatter. Continued pursuit
without intermission or halt io West Point, where we arrived after

dark. After a short halt the march was resumed and kept up all night,
through a steady and cold rain which had not ceased at daylight (25th ),

when the advance struck the rebels at the crossing of the Marais des

Cygnes. Here was fought the first oi a series of engagements which
resulted in the complete overthrow ot the rebels, the utter rout and de
moralization of theArmy of Missouri under Priceiu person, the capture of

Major-General Marmaduke, Brigadier-General Cabell, 8 colonels, large-
number of inferior officers, 8 pieces of artillery, and colors and small-

arms in large quantities, and rendered the 25th of October, 1864, and
the battles of Marais des Cygnes, Osage, and Chariot proudly historic

in the annals of tire great civil war of the rebellion. My personal
report of this glorious day s operations consists chiefly of hard

riding to the rear in bringing up troops. McNeil s brigade was brought
up in a gallop and held our advanced position in front of the enemy
that night. In carrying an order to Major-Geueral Blunt I passed the
house where the prisoners were assembled in charge of Lieutenant-
Colonel Sears, provost-marshal-general Army of the Border, and
found Captain Yates and Major Suess, of General Pleasonton s staff,

quarreling over the prisoners and claiming them from the custody of
Colonel Sears as General Pleasonton s prisoners.

Being in the execution of a specific duty I did not feel at liberty to

detain (remain) and interfere, but informed Captain Yates and Major
Suess that Major-General Curtis was the senior officer present and his

orderrf must be obeyed, and rode on. The prisoners were afterward
taken from .Fort Scott, in General Curtis department, and contrary to

his orders, by General Pleasonton s officers, to Saint Louis via Warrens-

burg, after our own troops had left Fort Scott in further pursuit of the

enemy, and our provost-marshal was powerless to execute his order to

convey the prisoners, under guard detailed from General Pleasonton s

command, to Fort Leavenworth. The temporary abandonment of the

pursuit of the enemy, and the march to Fort Scott on the evening of
the 25th, became a necessity for our command after General Pleasonton
had marched his command, constituting the largest portion of the com
bined forces, away from the line of pursuit and to that post without
consultation with his senior and commanding officer, Major-General
Curtis, and contrary to the views of General Curtis previously and
earnestly expressed. We reached Fort Scott at 8 o clock, and General

Orders, No. 57, Department of Kansas, was issued rescinding General

Orders, No. 54, and relieving the State from martial law. Next morn
ing the command was ordered forward from Fort Scott, after the gen
eral and staff had gone some distance out of town, by the following
order :

HEADQUAKTKKS ARMY OF THK BORDKK,
In the Field, October 26, 1864.

Generals BLUNT iind PLKASOXTON,
&amp;lt; om niandiin/ Ojjicerx :

I have reliable information that the enemy have all crossed at Adamsou s Ford and
gone eastward. I therefore direct all forces to move by the shortest route to that

point and follow me in purs-ait.
S. \l. CURTIS,

Major-General.
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We replied Shanghai, twenty-four miles from Fort Scott, and
camped. 27th, left Shanghai at sunrise and marched to Lupis Point.
Hon. James H. Lane and&quot; Col, S. J. Crawford were relieved from
further duty as volunteer aides-de camp, and returned to Fort Scott,
At Coon Creek, where we halted for supper, letters were received
from General Pleasonton entirely satisfactory. McNeil s brigade joined
ils in column/ Banboru and Eenteen ordered to join (IK, and General
Pleasonton sends four pieces of artillery. At 9 o clock the column
moved forward, and a-t 10 the general and staff were on the

&quot;vvay
for a

night march. We crossed Spring Elver and reached Carthage, Mo,,
before daylight OIL the 28th, and halted the command for rest and
feed three hours, when the column was again in motion. Hiding for
ward I reached the front at 11.30, at Diamond Grove, where the enemy
with their train

1 was in plain sight, General Blunt came tip imme
diately and ordered ati advance, We had overtaken Major McKenny,
bearer of a flag of truce, but the Hag was ordered back, and Major
McKenny, taking his escort, advanced against the enemy as skir
mishers. Colonel Ford s brigade, Major Ketner, of the Sixteenth, in the-

advance, went forward, and messages were sent to the rear by General
Blunt to hurry forward the whole command. The enemy retreated

rapidly out Of sight, but at Newtonia the advance, under Colonel Ford,
came upon them again; General Blunt came up immediately, about 3
o clock, and ordered a charge, which was made by the Second Colorado1

and Sixteenth Kansas, the general leading in person. McLain s battery
opened on the enemy at the same time, supported by the Fifteenth

Kansas, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. This developed their whole

line, w
rhich now threatened to turn both our right and left flanks.

Orders were sent back to McNeil, who was supposed to be in our imme
diate rear, and to Moonlight, who had not yet come up, but both these
commands had been halted to feed, and did not reach the ground in

time to take part in the action. With the Second Colorado, Fifteenth
and Sixteenth Kansas, altogether less than 1,000 men, we fought the
whole of Shelby s division, and had succeeded in driving them in the
center of their line, when General Sanborn unexpectedly arrived, and,
rapidly forming on the left, charged the enemy s right, and our victory
was complete. Night coming on pursuit was impossible, and the com
mand returned to Newtonia, where the remainder ot our column had
already arrived and gone into camp. Next morning (29th) we were all

preparing for the &quot;

forward,
7 when dispatches came from General Eose-

crans, recalling his troops. This leaving us only Blunt s division of

about 1,200 effective men, compelled us to give up the chase after the
order of march had been published and a column in motion.
There is no reasonable doubt that with the troops thus taken from

us we could have destroyed Price s panic-stricken, half-starved horde
this day, and thus ended a brief but brilliant and arduous campaign
most gloriously. The Army of the Border tread its first step back
ward and marched to Neosho, twelve miles. The following morning
dispatches were received from General Halleck, that Lieutenant-Gen
eral Grant directs the pursuit of Price to be continued to the Arkansas
Eiver or until met by Steele s or Eeynolds commands. Accordingly
dispatches were immediately sent to Generals McNeil and Sanborn and
to Colonels Philips and Beuteeu, directing them to proceed with their

several commands to Cassvilleand report to the major-general command
ing there. Lieut, (now Capt.) J. B. Pond, with forty men of the Third
Wisconsin Cavalry, was charged with the delivery of these several

orders and was ordered then to proceed to Fort Scott and forward trains
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and re-enforcements. An inspection of the command was ordered to

ascertain the condition in regard to ammunition and supplies, and a

lengthy dispatch was sent to Major-General Halleck, chief of staff, detail

ing present position, movements, and embarrassments. Two o clock the
command returned to Newtonia, where ammunition and supplies were
distributed. Next day (31st) the general and staff left Newtonia taking
the Cassville road; halted at 1 o clock at Gadfly. Finding the enemy
had taken the Keetsville road, dispatches were sent back to Blunt to

go to Keetsville, and one to Benteen at Cassville to take the same road.
Of General liosecraus troops ordered to join us, only Benteen s com
mand reported. Tuesday, 1st of November, marched ten miles through
rain and snow and halted at Cross Timbers, where troops built fires and
where we remained next day (2d) for the command to close up, move
ments being greatly retarded by the rain and the almost impassable
condition of the roads. The 3d continued the march and during the

night received dispatches from Colonel Harrison that the enemy were

shelling Fayetteville. We hastened forward and on the 4th reached

Fayetteville about 12 o clock, where we found the enemy had retreated
on our approach. Having secured the safety of this post we moved
forward, Colonel Harrison with about 300 of the First Arkansas Cav
alry joining the column and forming the advance. The evening of the
5th we camped on the old battle-ground of Prairie Grove and next

morning* inarched at daylight and continued without halt until 4 p. in.,

when we camped for the night (Camp Hunt); 7th, march resumed at 3
a. m., and continued until 12 midnight. Next day at 12 in. we reached
the Arkansas Kiver about twenty-live miles above Fort Smith, having
followed a trail sharply defined and strewn with arms, half-burned

wagons, dead mules, abandoned horses, and all the debris of a routed
and demoralized army, including Price s private carriage, and one piece
of artillery, abandoned but not destroyed.
Having cut a new road for more than a mile through an impenetrable

canebrake, and having found a new ford here, [Price] had crossed about

10,000 troops broken, dispirited, and starving, two pieces of artillery and
forty wagons, all that remained of the proud Army of Missouri, which
a month ago, 20,000 strong, had marched triumphantly through the
heart of Missouri, stealing, burning, and conscripting, without serious

opposition until met by Blunt at Lexington. A portion of our advance
actually crossed the river, but without coming upon the rear guard of
the enemy, who had barely escaped us, and who were not yet beyond
the sound of our parting salute, which we gave them from McLaiu s

battery and the &quot;little howitzers&quot; of Major Hunt (escort detachment).
We watered our horses in the Arkansas River and having successfully

accomplished its mission the Army of the Border was formally dis

banded. General Blunt, with Moonlight s brigade, was directed to

return via Fort Smith. Colonel Benteeu by the shortest route and at

his own discretion to his proper corps command in the Department of
the Tennessee. Colonel Jeunison, returning, was directed to take the
route of the army through Arkansas and Missouri, to meet supplies en

route, and Colonel Ford, with his regiment, was selected to accompany
the major-general commanding, via Fort Gibson and Fort Scott, to de

partment headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, where we arrived on the

18th, having in thirty-eight days and without change of clothing
inarched near 800 miles, and with the co-operation of comrades in Mis
souri fought seven pitched battles, inflicting an acknowledged loss on
the enemy of over 10,000 killed, wounded, and missing, and saved the

34 R R VOL XLJ, PT I
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posts of Fort Leavenworth. Fort Scott, Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and
Fort Smith, and the State of Kansas from the devastation and destruc
tion which would too surely have followed an invasion by Price s arrny.

I cannot close this report without recalling an incident of the cam
paign. The congratulatory order of the major-general commanding
announcing the termination of the pursuit and the return of the troops
was written in the general s tent during a most terrific thunder-storm
and a deluging rain, which almost instantly extinguished the fires while
it awakened the enthusiasm of the foot-sore, wearied but gallant
soldiers, who met the storm of the elements as they had met the bullets of
the enemy witli shouts and cheers. And thus on the 8th of November,
as the sun went down on the peaceful triumph of loyal millions at home
over the traitors of the Xorth. from the dark waters of the distant Ar
kansas went up the victorious greeting of the Army of the Border, as*

closed the pursuit of Price in 18G4-.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. CHARLOT,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,

Commanding Department of Kansas.

Reports of Maj. Samuel S. Curt its, Second Colorado Cavalry, Aidc-do-

Camp.

STEAMER BENTON. October 1C&amp;gt;, 1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report for the information of the general
commanding the following circumstances connected with the recent

trip of the steamer Benton to Glasgow :

Pursuant to instructions from General Curtis, on the morning of the
7th instant I proceeded to Leavemvorth City from Fort Leavenworth,
and took possession of the steamer Benton for Government service,

taking charge of her myself. She was already loaded with three com
panies of the Forty-third Missouri Infantry, under command of Major
Davis, and the West Wind had three more companies of the same regi
ment, all being under the command of Col. Chester Harding, jr. Both
boats started almost immediately for Jefferson City. We were very
much delayed by the low stage of water in the river and hard winds
and (lid not reach Brunswick until about 10 a. m. of the llth instant.

We found the town occupied by Captain Kennedy, of Price s army,
with about eighty men, most of whom he had raised in the place the

preceding day. A guerrilla named Ryder had been there the previous
day with a force of about 100 men, but had left the same evening. We
lauded and drove the enemy from the town, they tleeing at the first

fire. Colonel Harding immediately seized all the serviceable horses to

be found, and mounted a detachment of about eighty men and sent them
in pursuit. They returned during the night and reported having come

up with the enemy, but they again fled without showing fight. We
left Brunswick the next day, saw a few of the enemy at Cambridge,
but did not stop, and arrived at Glasgow on the loth. We found

Captain Mayer [Mayo] of, I believe, the Ninth Missouri State Militia

[Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry), in command of the post, with about 300

cavalry and as many more armed citizens. They had already com-
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menced throwing up intrenchmeuts, intending to hold the place as long
as possible. We here learned that General Price was at Boonville,

twenty miles below, with a force variously estimated at from 15,000 to

30,000 men, probably about 20,000, and twenty pieces of artillery. De
tachments of his command were scouting the country in every direction,
on both sides of the river, conscripting every man fit for military duty,
lie had possession of the steam ferryboat at Boonville, which was in

serviceable condition.

In view of these circumstances Colonel Harding ooncluded to remain
at Glasgow, and as I believed that the steamer Benton would be wanted
in the vicinity of Leavenworth, and in view of the fact that Price had
possession of the ferry-boat and could at any time throw a sufficient

force on the north side of the river to capture Glasgow, I concluded
to return with the boat, and as I did not consider the garrison very
strong to do so without a guard. I felt safe in doing this as I was con
fident the boat could not be taken with small-arms and I could not hear
of any enemy with artillery to the west of us. We had about twenty
guns on board, and barricaded the pilot-house as well as we could, and
built very serviceable breast-works of cord-wood around the boiler and
main decks. We left Glasgow on the morning of the 14th and saw
nothing of the enemy until we reached Brunswick, which was again
occupied by the enemy, but they did not fire on us, as I presume they
supposed there were troops on board. We were fired on that evening
however from Miami City, and again after dark from Plains City. The
night being cloudy we anchored in the middle of the stream, and started

again about daylight. We had gone but a few rods when we were fired

at from the bank, one shot slightly wounding the mate of the boat in

the leg. We returned the tire briskly. At Waverly we saw about
fifty of the enemy, but as the channel here is a long way from the town
they did not tire on us, but we saw them start up the river, and, as we
expected, they attacked us about five miles from Waverly at a point
where the channel runs very close to the south side of the river. In

endeavoring to keep as far as possible from the shore we grounded and
for about half an hour a brisk tire was kept up on both sides. Just be
fore reaching Lexington on the same day a woman informed us that
there were- about 200 bushwhackers at that place. As we approached
it we could see them scattered through the town in every direction, and
an officer appeared on the hill and shouted to us to stop and come to

shore or we would be tired into. We pushed ahead and tiring com
menced on both sides, but at such long range as not to be very effect

ive. As we came to the bend in the river, the wind blowing directly
downstream took us on the starboard and carried us to the shore.
We were still under tire, but the.men gallantly shoved her bow out,
and after two or three efforts we got started. We must have been

aground for ten minutes, during which time we were very liable to cap
ture, but fortunately escaped; as we left we- could see a large body of
them move up the river, aud about six miles above we received a very
heavy tire from the brush on the bank, only about fifty feet distance.
The shot fell thick and fast and some of them came with great force,

going clear through the chimneys. Their aim seemed to be mostly at
the pilot-house, which received about seventy-five shots, none of which,
however, did any material damage.

Besides the above-named places we were tired into repeatedly by
small parties. The boat was struck by about (iOO shots, and I presume
3,000 or 4,000 more were tired at her. We had no further trouble and
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arrived at Kansas City about 4 o clock this afternoon, where I learned
that General Curtis was at Wyaudotte City, to which place I imme
diately proceeded and reported, the substance of this communication.

Though the bringing up of the boat was regarded by all as hazard
ous, yet the capture of Glasgow the next day by Price s forces has

proven that it Avas much better than remaining there.
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
S, S. CtJBTIS,

Major Second Colorado Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp.

Maj. C. S. CIIARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavenworth, , .

MAJOR: In compliance with the general field order issued at Camp
Arkansas, November 8, 1804, I submit for the information of the gen
eral commanding the following report of my actions in connection with
the recent campaign:
On the 7th of October I proceeded to Glasgow, Mo., in charge of the

steamer Beutou conveying a part of Colonel Harding s command, from
whence I returned to headquarters on the 10th. The events connected
with that expedition have been already made known to you by my
report of the

| IGthj of October. On the morning of the 17th of October
I left Wyandotte with the steamer Bentou for the purpose of transport
ing supplies from Fort Leavenworth to the army in the vicinity of Kan
sas City. \Ve arrived at Fort Leavenworth about 2 p. m., loaded that

afternoon, and started the next morning at daylight for Kansas City,
where we arrived about noon of the same day, finding headquarters at

Camp Chariot near Kansas City. By order of the general I returned to

Fort Leavenworth on the 18th, with instructions to send forward all

troops and militia that could be gathered together. I found that there
was but a small garrison at the post ofFort Leavenwortli, Colonel McFar-
land s and Captain Zesch s battery of Kansas State Militia in Leaven
worth City, and Colonel Frank Tracy s and another regiment of militia,
both under command of Brig. Gen. Byron Sherry, Kansas State Militia,

at Atchison. The battery at Leavenworth City was immediately ordered
to the front, and left at daylight the next morning on the steam-boat
Beutou. Endeavors were made also by myself and the other members
of the staff at Fort Leavenworth, Colonel Stark, Major Heath, Major
Weed, and Captain Willans, to get the two regiments of militia at Atch
ison forward, but owing to the low stage of water in the river and tlie

scarcity of land transportation they did not reach Fort Leavenworth
until about noon of the 21st of October. News of the advance of Price
from Lexington having been received, we immediately commenced prep
arations to send them forward, one regiment going by boat and the

other in wagons. The same night it was deemed advisable, and we
ordered Colonel McFarland s regiment, Kansas State Militia, also to the,

front. Every facility was afforded by Captain Hodges, depot quar
termaster, and Captain Carpenter, post quartermaster, and two regi
ments left in wagons on the morning of the 22d, the other regiment
having left on steamer Benton on the evening of the 21st. I went in

person with the regiment on the boat, and Major Weed accompanied the
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two regiments which went by laud. Both bodies of troops arrived at

Kansas City about noon of the 22d. I ordered the troops on the boat
to the shore with instructions to there await orders, and, instructed the

captain of the boat to report to Captain Seelye, assistant quarter
master, at Kansas City, and I then proceeded in search of headquarters,
and overtook the general and staff in the saddle just entering the town
of Westport.
Arriving in Westport reports were received that the enemy were

driving Colonel Jeunison at Byram s Ford, and I was sent back to hurry
up re-enforcements that had been ordered from General Blunt, who was
farther to the left. 1 met them close at hand, but the enemy having
already forced the passage of .the ford by dint of overwhelming num
bers, it gradually became evident that the position could not be held

and the troops were ordered to fall back on Kansas City for the night.
As we went back I was ordered to see to placing troops in camp in the

outskirts of the town on the Westport road. I placed one section of

the Colorado battery in the road on a commanding elevation, with Col
onel Tracy s regiment infantry, Kansas State Militia, to support it, and
one regiment cavalry, Kansas State Militia, on the right of it, and twc
on the left, which connected with General Blunt s command on the east

and southeast of the city. They thus bivouacked for the night in line

of battle and expectation of an attack. I was engaged until 10 or 11

p. m. in this duty, after which I repaired to headquarters at the Gillis

house, where I remained for the night. The next morning 1 started with
the general for Westport, being preceded by most or all of General
Blunt s division. When we arrived at Westport artillery tiring had

already commenced to the southeast of town, and from the top of the
hotel the enemy could be seen on the other side of the Big Blue, and

moving rapidly in a southwesterly direction. About 10 o clock 1 was
ordered to take a squadron of the Second Colorado, under command
of Captain Kingsbury, and proceed via Independence to General Pleas-

onton s command and inform him of the position and operations of

General Curtis. I went within one mile and a half of Independence,
where, finding I was far in rear of General Pleasonton s command, I

turned south, and striking- the Independence and Hickman Mills road I

followed it until I came up with General McNeil s brigade, which I

found drawn up in line of battle on a ridge, witli a number of dis

mounted men in the valley in front of them. On the opposite ridge to

the south about three-fourths of a mile distant the enemy were deployed
and still deploying. Some artillery tiring was progressing when I came

up, which continued for several minutes thereafter, but as the enemy
continued to deploy troops and was endeavoring to flank us on both

sides, General McNeil ordered the command to fall back about half a
mile. I could hear nothing from General McNeil of General Pleas
onton s whereabouts, and concluded that he must have passed be
tween me and the Big Blue. As 1 had ridden hard for about fifteen

miles, and the squadron with me showed some signs of fatigue, I

rested there for about two hours and then struck almost due west on
a by-road which brought *me to Big Blue at the Westport ford, where
there were signs of very severe fighting that day. Broken wagons,
cannon-balls, shells, and dead bodies were scattered along the road for

two miles. The dead seemed nearly all to be of the Kansas militia and
the rebels. I saw but one white man, who appeared to have been a Fed
eral soldier, and two negroes. As we rode over the field I had the men
look carefully to see if any of the bodies were mutilated, and they found
none that were.
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I came to General Sanbom s camp shortly after dark and there first

learned the particulars of the battle of the day, and also that General
Pleasonton had effected a junction with General Curtis and that both
were probably encamped several miles to the west. I then pushed
ahead with my squadron and reached headqunrters at Little Santa Fe
about 10 p. m., having traveled about forty miles during; tlu day. The
Second Colorado Cavalry being in camp near headquarters, I ordered

Captain Kingsbury with his squadron to join his regiment. The next

day (October 24) I accompanied the general all day. About dark Gen
eral Pleasonton took the advance for a night march. During the night
I remained near General Curtis, and in the morning the same, until

General Pleasonton sent back word that .he had captured one gun, when
I pushed forward. I overtook General Pleasonton and rode with him
for some distance. When about three miles from the Marais des Cygues
we commenced to hear tiring at the front, and General Pleasonton sent
orders back for McNeil and Sanborn to hurry forward with all practica
ble dispatch, while we pushed forward at a trot and canter. When we
first heard the firing Benteen s brigade was on a parallel road to the
one we were on and to our right. He immediately put his command
on the gallop and we fell to the rear of his column, as the roads soon
came together. Benteen s brigade broke into regimental columns as

they approached the battle-field, and as they came up on the left of

Philips brigade went forward into line and right on into the charge.
The enemy were cannonading Philips brigade when we came in sight,
but the musketry firing had mostly ceased. General Pleasouton re

quested me to take his escort company and support a section of a bat

tery which just then came up. General Pleasonton went forward, and
I directed the lieutenant to post his guns on a small elevation and shell

the enemy s right where their artillery was posted. But two shots
were tired when 1 heard the yells raised by Benteen s brigade and saw
the enemy s line breaking. I immediately ordered the guns forward to

a better position, and had just got them in position when General San-
born rode up and directed the lieutenant to tire at some troops on the
south side of Mine Creek, and on our extreme left. I felt doubtful as
to whether they were rebels or our own troops, but a second thought
made me conclude they were rebels. Four shots were fired at them
when I saw by their falling back to our lines that they must be our
own men. I rode forward to the guns to stop their tiring, when Gen
erals Sanborn and Pleasonton both rode up and ordered them to cease.

At this time the enemy s cannonading on our right had not yet. ceased.

The enemy by this time being in full retreat, with the exception of
their extreme left, which could scarcely be reached with artillery from
where we were without danger to our own command, and directly in

front of us, our troops were immediately on the heels of the retreating
rebels. I told the lieutenant in charge of the guns to follow as fast as

he could, while I, with the escort company, pushed forward to rejoin
General Pleasonton. A short distance before reaching the creek I

found Major Weed, who told me of the capture of General Marma-
duke. I pushed forward and told General Pleasonton, and just as 1

did so General Cabell was brought up as prisoner. At this time we
could see a second rebel line forming on the top of the hill ahead of

us, and our troops being scattered in pursuit General Pleasonton
sent orders for them to halt and reform. I assisted in reforming the

line and sending prisoners to the rear until General Pleasonton again
ordered an advance, wheu I advanced with him. 1 waited on the hill
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until General Curtis came up and rode with him to the banks of the
next stream, when I rode up to the summit of the hill to the right of

the road to obtain, if possible, a view of the charge being made by
McNeil s brigade, which had taken the advance through the timber on
Little Osage. Here, waiting for the general to come up, I fell asleep
and missed the rest of the lighting of the day, as I did not overtake
the general and staff until about 3 p. m. About 4 p. m. I was ordered
to hurry forward and find what a movement of troops to the right
meant. I overtook General Pleasoiiton on the prairie at the point
where the movement to the right had commenced, and he informed me
that he had ordered McNeil to follow the enemy, and supposed General
Bluut s division would also follow, and that he, with the balance of
his command, were going to Fort Scott, which he said he understood
to be but two miles and a half distant, for food and forage. I saw
Lieutenant Ehle, of the Third Wisconsin, who had come from Fort

Scott, and said it was only about two miles and a half. About this

time General Curtis came up and expostulated with General Pleasou-
ton on this course, the enemy being deployed in full view. General
Pleasouton, however, insisted that his command were used up by their
battles and large marches and went to Fort Scott. 1 was or
dered to hasten to Fort Scott and get provisions and forage started
out for Generals Blnnt s and McNeil s commands as soon as possible.
I started immediately and found Fort Scott to be about seven miles

distant, instead of two and a half. I reached Fort Scott about an
hour after dark, and found that Major McKeuny was there with the
same object which I had in view. Nearly all the public property had
been removed, but by pressing teams we succeeded in getting about
twelve wagon-loads of subsistence and forage started about lli o clock
at night. They, however, met General Blunt and his command coining
into the town, and were by him ordered to return, which they did. in

consequence of the return of this train General McNeil s command was
left without subsistence that night, and they did not get any until the

morning of the 27th, when I found this same train with the command
and almost untouched.

1 do not conceive it to be necessary that I should recount the daily
incidents of the march to the Arkansas River and return to Fort
Scott. Though it is replete with interesting items ofhardship and endur
ance, there are no battles to record, save that at Newtonia, in wrhich it

was not my fortune to participate. At the Arkansas River I was one
of those who crossed in pursuit of the enemy. This campaign will ever
be remembered by me, not only for its many eventful and important
incidents, but also for those minor incidents which show the noble
material of which men are made, the existence of which is seldom fully
shown in the ordinary routine of life.

For the uniform kindness and courtesy extended to me by the gen
eral commanding, the associate staff ollicers, and the division, brigade,
and regimental commanders, I desire to return my sincere thanks.

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv

ant,

S. S. CURTIS,
Major Second Colorado Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Kansas.
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Report of Maj. lliomas I. MeKenny, U. 8. Army, Inspector-General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavemcorth, December 1, 1864.

SIR: In obedience to orders from the major-general commanding I

have the honor to re])ort the part taken by myself in the battles and

pursuit of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, commanding the rebel force.

I left Fort Leavenworth with Major-General Curtis as an additional

aide-de-camp on the llth day of October, 18(54, it being generally under
stood from numerous reliable sources that the rebel general designed
devastating Kansas. Camped on the evening of the llth, having made
ten miles. October 12, proceeded to Olathe, twenty-five miles. At this

point the State militia had been ordered to rendezvous. October 13,

General Curtis becoming convinced that this was not a proper place for

the accumulation of a large force, on account of scarcity of water, fuel,
and forage, sent me with orders to General Deitzler, commanding the

militia, directing him to countermand his order making Olathe his head
quarters, and direct all the militia immediately south of the Kansas or
Kaw Kiver to go to Shawneetown

;
and those still north of that river

to Kansas City, and those already arrived at Olathe to Hickmau Mills,

Mo., stating at the same time Blunt, Jennison, and Moonlight, with
their forces, had been ordered there. Proceeded this day to Wyaudotte
through Kansas City, a route we were obliged to travel on account of

the bridge being down across the Kaw, twenty-eight miles. October
14, lay this day in camp. By order of the general commanding, made
an inspection of the Twelfth Kansas Militia, Colonel Treat, camped in

the Kaw Bottom. Signed receipts for immediate wants of rations, horse

shoes, &c. Found them well armed and supplied with ammunition,
and with a few exceptions eager for the expected tight. Gave Lieuten
ant Fitch, acting assistant quartermaster, the order of the general com
manding, directing him to procure 500 tents or more for the militia, all

of which were to be pitched to make a demonstration of a great force.

October 1
f&amp;gt;, accompanied General Curtis in a reconnaissance to Inde

pendence, and from that place to Hickman Mills, and from there to camp
near Wyandotte, where we arrived 2 a. in., having traveled fifty miles.

October 10, was sent to select camp-ground in Missouri. Selected
one near Kansas City, which the general commanding named Camp
Chariot, in honor of his adjutant-general, headquarters being removed
to that point same day. October 18, was sent with orders to intercept
Colonel Blair, commanding militia, then en route to Independence, with
orders directing him to camp on the Big Blue or immediate vicinity.
Kemoved headquarters to Independence, distance twelve miles. Octo
ber 19, lay in camp at Independence. October 20, learned of the bat
tle near Lexington, and received information from General Blunt that
he had fallen back on the Little. Blue, and wished for re-enforcements.
General Curtis dispatched me with orders to General Blunt to fallback
to the Big Blue, but at the same time to leave a strong guard at the
Little Blue bridge, with directions to burn the same when the proper
time had arrived, this in view of the fact that he had strongly fortified

at the Big Bine, and did not wish his best forces to be fatigued and
worn down, but wished them to reserve their strength until attacked
at the Big Blue. Accordingly Genera1

! Blunt left Colonel Moonlight
with the requisite force and fell back on Independence. October 21, was
dispatched early this morning to Colonel Blair with directions for him
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to send all his light artillery, including Dodge s battery, then momen
tarily expected, to the front, as he had determined to feel the enemy on
the Little Blue; I was also directed to say that the first Kansas bat

tery to arrive would report to him. Returning 1 found the battle of the
Little Blue in progress, and our forces slowly falling back to the Big
Blue, but contesting every inch of the ground. That night at 10 o clock
was assigned the duty of placing the pickets, and planted ours within
two miles and a half of Independence, and within sight of the enemy,
as seen on the following morning. Fears being entertained that the

enemy might flank our position, the general commanding directed his

chief engineer, with a heavy pioneer force extemporized for the occa
sion, to fortify Kansas City, which duty was most faithfully performed.
October J. On this day was fought the battle of the Big Blue.
The general commanding being fearful that a sufficient force had not
been stationed at Byram s Ford, directed me to order Major-General
Deitzler to send the greater part of his force to Colonel Jennisori, hold

ing the ford. General Deitzler stated that he could not see the neces

sity, as there wras already the Fifteenth and {Sixteenth Kansas, besides
150 infantry, also some odd troops, with four guns, at that point, but
that he would send more. I designated an independent company from

Independence, numbering about 100, which I had that day armed on

my own responsibility with arms taken from wagons going to Kansas
City, as a proper force to be sent. It was understood these should con
stitute part of the force sent. 1 afterward learned from Colonel Jen-
nison that no re-enforcements came and the important ford was aban

doned, not, however, without being stubbornly contested. The general
commanding being desirous of information from the front, particularly
Hickman Mills, dispatched me to ascertain what could be learned.

Taking the wrong road 1 came near Byram s Ford, and there found
Colonel Jennison slowly falling back and observed the enemy in his

front and a large body of men on his right flank, supposed to be the

enemy. Retraced my steps and got on the Hiekinan Mills road. Trav
eled several miles when 1 met this body of men, which proved to be
Colonel Johnson s militia in rapid retreat. I stopped them and caused
them to go to the rear slowly. A t the same time 1 sentColonelJennist.1
notice. I now proceeded on my road, but had not gone far when I

became satisfied that I would soon be cut off, as the enemy were already
rapidly advancing, having captured many of the militia near Hickman
Mills, besides one gun. I now rode rapidly to the rear. Overtaking
the militia I placed them in line of battle in the edge of the timber, writh

directions to hold their ground and retard the enemy s progress, and
retreat only when absolutely necessary. I will here state that General
Fishback was present and manifested the greatest willingness to meet
the enemy. I afterward learned that this regiment did good service.

Night now closing in found us in rather a doubtful position. Our
forces being pressed fell back toward Kansas City, where most of them
arrived about 10 o clock. The Second Colorado, with the exception ot

two companies, with the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Kansas, re

mained on the field confronting the enemy. 1 was sent about 9 o clock
at night to assist in placing the troops in the trenches as they arrived.
I was much delighted when I found General Blunt already there filing

troops right and left and placing batteries in commanding positions,
and perfectly cool and collected as if nothing unusual was going on.
I placed Colonel nubble s militfa in the northwest part 01 the city,
another militia regiment in the north-northeast part of the city to

support Dodge s battery, and two companies of the Second Colorado at
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the fort. During the night information was received by the general com
manding that the troops in front of the enemy were without provisions
and ammunition. The commissary at Wyandotte was telegraphed tor

supplies, there being none in Kansas City, but failed to respond. By
direction of the general commanding, I ordered Captain Simpson to

repair to Wyandotte and take possession of the subsistence depart
ment, also steamer Tom Morgan, at the levee, and furnish with all pos
sible speed the required supplies. I at the same time went in search of
the ordnance train, finding it in the bottom near the pontoon bridge,
and got the required ammunition. I also unloaded extra teams, arid

brought them to Kansas City. About this time the Morgan arrived,
and by 3 a. in. we had the required subsistence and ammunition loaded
and on the way. It is due to General Blunt to say that he was inde

fatigable in superintending this business, refusing to sleep, but was
constantly 011 the move, making arrangements for the expected battle
on the morrow. October 23, at 5 o clock this morning I was ordered by
the general commanding to repair to the trenches and assist in placing
the remaining militia and the remaining guns in position, most of the
militia being ordered to the front. At 9 a. m. was ordered to the front
to notify General Blunt that the enemy were coming in on his right
flank; after performing this duty I volunteered my services to General

Blunt, and by his orders dismounted two regiments of militia, sending
every sixth man to the rear with the horses. This militia, the names
of the regiments I now forget, were formed to support Dodge s and Mc-
Lain s batteries. Another fractional regiment, commanded by Colonel

Montgomery, and a number of colored soldiers, which I placed under
command of Colonel Montgomery, I formed on the left of McLain s

battery, and in a dense wood far in the advance, and it is with pleas
ure 1 state they behaved gallantly under a hot fire. The enemy being
pressed on all sides gradually fell back. Generals Curtis and Blunt
were in the front ranks directing the artillery and urging the men for

ward. It was about this time General Pleasontou opened out on the

enemy s right flank, when ensued a rapid flight and pursuit, which con
tinued for many miles. This battle is known as the battle of Westport.
The enemy retreated by the road to Hickman Mills and Little Santa

Fe; our forces pursued through the latter place. Colonel Jennison

being in the advance, I fell in with his command. About 5 o clock we
again came up with the enemy in force. Enemy advanced on us, open
ing out with artillery and small-arms, to which we responded with
small-arms. Colonel Jennison slowly retired to an adjacent hill, and
formed a new line. The enemy advanced in large force opening as

before, but with artillery alone. At this juncture it was deemed pru
dent with our small force to retire, which we did, falling back some five

miies near Little Santa Fe, where the balance of our forces had en

camped for the night, with the exception of Moonlight s command, that
took the right-hand road at Little Santa Fe, which goes to Mound City.
October 24, went to General Curtis headquarters, where I met and
was introduced to General Pleasonton and General Sanboru. Was
ordered to go in the advance with General Blunt with special instruc

tions. The command was halted by order of the major-general coin-

mandingabout night-fall to cook some beef at a small place called West
Point. At 8 p. m. an order came from the major-general commanding
directing. General Blunt to remain in present position, that General
Pleasonton would take the advanct. Proceeded until 3 o clock at

night, it being exceedingly dark and raining. When the column halted
I was ordered forward to ascertain the cause. Found General McNeil,
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who said he had his instructions from General Sanborn in the advance,
to halt and build tires to dry. At this time an order came from the

front to extinguish tires. I reported these tacts, when I was again
ordered to the front to ascertain from General Sauborn the cause of

the halt. Found General Sanboru in bed some two miles in advance,
and about three miles from Trading Post. He told me he had ascer

tained to his satisfaction that the enemy was in full force, perhaps
10, 000 strong, immediately on the high hills in his front, and that he

thought it unsafe to proceed farther. These facts being communicated
we bivouacked for the night. October 25, General Pleasonton in the
advance skirmished with the enemy across the Marais des Cygnes. I

received permission to go to the front, and was riding by the side of

General Pleasonton, when cannonading was heard in the front not far

distant. We rode rapidly forward, the battle progressing. I volun
teered my services when 1 was ordered to the rear to bring up a bat

tery, and to hurry up McNeil. The battery I brought up, and as I saw
another aide after McNeil 1 preceded the battery to the front, but- did
not arrive there until the main part of the battle was over and the

enemy in retreat. I joined in the pursuit. It was during the pursuit
I was stopped by Colonel Blair, who wished to turn General Marma-
duke, a prisoner of war, over to my charge. I declined,- being under
orders. Toward noon General McNeil coming up took the advance,
and I went with him in the charge across the Little Osage. General
Pleasonton coming up directed me to order Colonel Catherwood s bri

gade to charge the enemy, who had again formed in our front. I gave
the order; the charge was made, but the enemy fell back as our forces

advanced. The rebels continued their retreat across the vast prairie
without our forces with their jaded horses being able to bring them
to bay until about one hour by sun, when they formed in great force

near the Marmiton and about seven miles from Fort Scott. General
. McNeil s brigade promptly formed to resist them, the rebels outflank

ing him three-fourths of a mile either way. It was at this time, the
rebels advancing, that General Pleasonton sent me forward to order
McNeil to advance his right wing. McNeil replied,

&quot; I obey the order
with pleasure: it is the most joyful news I have heard this day.&quot; Col
onel Cole now opened out on their right and center with two Eodman
guns, which did great execution and broke their column, our forces at
the same time pressing thevr left, when they gave way. At this time
our guns were pointed to their left, the extreme of which, as well as our

right, was in low ground and could not be seen by the artillerists. Our
shot falling immediately in front of our ranks came near creating con
fusion. At the request of General McNeil I rode rapidly to the rear
and communicated the facts, when the firing ceased. Sun was now
about one-half hour high. General Pleasonton, not knowing where he
was, remarked that he thought he should order the troops to fall back
to the last stream crossed (Little Osage). to the rear seven or eight

miles, where wood and water could be had, as his troops were
much fatigued and needed rest. I urged that he press forward, as I

understood it was but a few miles to the Marmiton, and I thought we
could drive the enemy. While we were talking a courier came from
McNeil asking for re-enforcements, as the enemy was flanking him on
both sides, which was plainly to be seen, as he was only distant about
one mile arid a half. Pleasouton answered by saying,

&quot; Tell General
McNeil to hold his ground until re-enforced by fresh troops.&quot; Lieuten
ant Ehle, of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, now arrived from Fort Scott,
stating that it was but two miles and a half to that place. Pleasonton
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now gave the order to all his troops that had come up to file right for

Fort Scott. A conversation occurred between Pleasonton and myself in

regard to General Blunt s forces coming up to relieve or assist McNeil.
The advance had got about one mile on the road to Fort Scott, when I,

too, started for that place. I had not gone in that direction more than
800 yards when I came across a lake or lagoon with plenty of water. 1

immediately addressed a note to General Pleasonton, notifying him of
the fact, and at the same time stating it would be a proper place for

Blunt s command to camp, and provisions could be sent out to him. 1

arrived&quot; in advance of others in Fort Scott after a tedious ride of six or
seven miles, instead of two and a half. General Curtis arriving about
8.30 o clock, I made known the subject of conversation with Pleason

ton, when by his direction, assisted by Major Curtis, a number of citi

zen teams were obtained, and by 11 o clock had them loaded
^
with

6,500 rations and started for Blunt s command, but which I understood

they did not receive till the next day, as that command arrived at Fort
Scott during the night. October 20, continued the pursuit, General
Blunt being in the advance. General Pleasonton, not being well, de
clined going farther, and returned to Saint Louis, taking with him
prisoners, ordnance, &c., captured from the enemy by troops under
General Curtis command. Struck Price s trail at or near Shanghai,
where we camped for the night. Distance traveled, twenty-five miles.

October 27, General Blunt again in the advance. Traveled all day
and nutil 3 o clock at night, when we encamped at Carthage; distance

traveled, forty miles. October 28, was dispatched early this morning
with flag of truce, the object being to exchange prisoners, as we bad
learned that our prisoners were enduring great hardships; also to in

duce, if possible, their surrender; this as an act of humanity, consider

ing their straitened circumstances, many having fallen into our hands

literally starved, i had advanced some ten miles when I came in sight
of the enemy. This information was sent to the rear by the advanced

guard, which brought a courier from General Blunt ordering the flag

down, which was obeyed. I now took my detachment, numbering some

thirty, and forming with the advanced guard pursued the enemy to the

woods, when I ordered them to dismount as skirmishers, at the same
time sending word to the rear that the enemy was close at hand in

force. The enemy now rapidly retreated, and our skirmishers pursued
through the woods for three miles, capturing three prisoners. Resting
from fatigue, and expecting our forces up momentarily, and they fail

ing, I went to the rear and found it halted about half a mile from the
timber. I made known the facts when the army again moved, but not
until some two hours had elapsed. Our forces, under Blunt, again
came up with the enemy in the evening at Newtonia, and after a brisk

fight repulsed them in every quarter. Intelligence was now received
from General Rosecrans, ordering all the troops belonging to his com
mand back to their respective districts and commands by the nearest

route. This astounding order was given when the enemy, beaten, dis

heartened, and starving, were on the very point of falling into our
hands. Retrograde movements were now made by the different bri

gades of Rosecrans command
;
and General Curtis, left with less than

1,500 effective men, was forced to turn homeward and abandon the

pursuit. Marched to Neosho and encamped for the night. During the

night information was received from General Halleck ordering General
Curtis to assume command of the troops and pursue Price to the Ar
kansas River. I was awakened in the night and conveyed these orders

to the different commanders: also started messengers for Generals Me-
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Neil, Sanborn, aiul Colonel Benteen, commanding brigades, to concen

trate at Cassville for the pursuit. October 30, I made an inspection of

the troops, ascertaining the command* to have on an average fifteen

rounds of ammunition. Moved to Newtonia, ten miles. October 31,

moved to Keetsville by the way of Gadfly, Colonel Benteen, with

brigade 1,000 strong, arriving there about the same time; distance

traveled, thirty miles.

November 1, moved to head of Cross Timbers, distance some ten

miles, roads being very bad, and raining constantly. November 2,

Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general, being very sick and unable
to attend to the duties of his office, I was ordered to assume its duties

temporarily. Snowing, and very cold. November 3, camped near the

ground on which General Curtis fought the battle of Sugar Creek, 1802.

The general commanding received information about midnight from
Colonel Harrison, commanding at Fayetteville, that he was surrounded

by some 4,000 troops under command of General Fagan. November 4,

commenced moving at daylight, Blunt s division in the advance, and
arrived in Fayetteville about 2 o clock, having traveled eighteen miles.

The enemy getting wind of our approach, raised the siege after having
thrown some seventy shots in the place without doing any material

damage. November 5, General Blunt in the advance, with advance

guard of Colonel Harrison s troops. Camped for the night near the

battle-ground of Prairie Grove; distance traveled, eighteen miles.

November 6, General Blunt in the advance, passed through Cane Hill.

Found many rebel wounded, and was ordered by the general command
ing to parole them. With the assistance of Major Weed paroled forty-
four during the day. Laving the paroles all to write, and was compelled
to leave many behind for want of time. Amongst the number paroled
was one major, one captain, and one lieutenant. Nearly all had been

taught to believe they would be killed if they fell in our hands. A rebel

surgeon left in charge of their wounded abandoned his charge and dis

gracefully fled, leaving them destitute of medical aid. This day Colonel
Benteen had two men killed by bushwhackers, and in the skirmish and
chase which ensued a portion of the flag captured by the rebels at Bax
ter Springs, on which was the name of General Blunt, was recaptured
by our men. November 7, started at daylight, Colonel Benteen, com
manding Second Division, in the advance, our route lying through a
desolated country inhabited by the Cherokees, but few persons being
at home, and those women and children, principally of loyal Indians or

Pin-Indians, a term by which the loyal Indians are known. Stopped
about one hour by sun to let our stock graze in the canebrakes and
moved again about 9 o clock. Traveled until near 2 o clock in the morn-

1

ing, when we bivouacked for the balance of the night. During the night
captured a cannon and carriage complete the rebels had abandoned.

v
November 8, command commenced moving at daylight. Major Chariot s

health being restored he assumed the duties of his office. Word was
soon received that the enemy s pickets were close in front, which proved
false. Arrived at the Arkansas- about 12 o clock, and learned from a
released prisoner that the enemy had crossed the evening before. Some
of our men crossed and fired at their pickets, but soon returned. Our
artillery coming up tired a national salute in the direction of the enemy,
who were doubtless camped on the high ground after leaving the bot
tom. Our tired and completely worn-down forces retracing their steps
across the muddy bottom of the Arkansas, encamped for the night.
General Curtis issued his congratulatory order on the evening of the
8th ordering the troops to their respective commands by different routes
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November 0, proceeded homeward by the way of Fort Gibson, taking
with him Second Colorado Regiment and his body guard. Camped
first night on the Illinois Rivef

;
distance traveled, twenty-five miles.

November 10, arrived at Fort Gibson, where General Curtis was
received with honors due a major-general; distance, twenty miles.

Crossed most of our teams over Grand River by 10 o clock at night.
Failed in getting forage as we expected to for stock at this point,
everything being exceedingly scarce since the capture of the big train

at Cabin Creek, the soldiers living on beef, having had no breadstuff
for two weeks. November 11, traveled twenty-two miles, and camped.
By order of the general commanding dispatched an express to Captain
Insley, Fort Scott, to load six ambulances with hard bread and corn,
instructing them to travel sixty miles a day and take the risk of cap
ture. November 12, was placed in the advance to regulate the move
ments of the command. Traveled twenty miles and camped by direc

tions of the major-general commanding; what little corn was left was
ordered to be issued to the body guard, they having neither meat nor
bread. November 13, camped at Duck Springs; distance traveled,
twenty miles. November 14, was placed in command of the rear this

day to keep up stragglers, both men and horses; also to keep wagons
properly closed up. Reached and crossed the Neosho River; distance

traveled, eighteen miles. November lo, this morning it was announced
that two ambulances had arrived with hard bread and corn, when a
shout went up from the soldiers as if a great victory had been gained.

Together with Major Hunt I was assigned the duty of equally distrib

uting the five and one-half sacks of corn and 600 pounds of bread.
This done the order was given to march. Traveled ten miles and met
more supplies. It was at this point the general commanding, together
with his staff, and a small squad of fresh troops, proceeded forward, and
reached Fort Scott about 2 o clock, where we were received with mili

tary honors; distance traveled since the morning of the loth, eighty-five
miles. Left Fort Scott same evening and camped thirteen miles out.

November 17, traveled to Paola, a distance of fifty miles. November
18, arrived at Leavenworth City, where we were received by the mili

tary with due honors.
I am, very trulv, your\obedieut servant,

T. I. McKENNY,
Major and Inspector- Genera I, Department of Kansas.

Maj. C. S. CHABLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Kansas.

No. 68.

Report of Maj. Robert H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Chief of
Artillery.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, November 22, 1864.

GENERAL: Pursuant to special field order, headquarters Army of

the Border, Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1804, I have the honor to

report dates, distances, and facts as occurred under my observation.

On the llth of October, in company with yourself and staff, I started

from Fort Leavenworth and camped ten miles south. On the 12th we
went to Olathe and camped there, distance of twenty-eight miles, at
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which place, by your direction, J sent all headquarters transportation,

including ambulances and pressed citizens teams, out to bring in some
of the First Kansas State Militia, who had made the extraordinary
march of about thirty miles, but some of whom were tired and could

not reach camp without assistance. On the loth we went to Wyan-
dotte, via Shawueetown and Kansas City; distance, twenty-nine miles.

On the loth we went to Independence and Hickman Mills, on an inspec
tion tour, and back to Wyandotte, a distance of forty-eight miles. On
the 17th we marched from Wyandotte to Kansas City and bivouacked
on the suburbs, a distance of four miles. To this point I had a large
amount of ammunition sent from Fort Leaveuworth, both for artillery
and small-arms, which subsequently proved so necessary, as command
ing officers usually do not provide themselves with sufficient ammuni
tion; and were it not for this precaution, directed by yourself, the army
would have been entirely out of ammunition the first two days. 19th,
went to Independence; distance, twelve miles. 21st, went to Little

Blue, distance nine miles, where we met. the enemy in force fighting
and driving Colonel Moonlight. By your direction I placed McLain s

battery in position and opened tire on the enemy, with what result I

cannot state. I also placed two mountain howitzers connected with

your body guard in position in the open field, but finding it too much
exposed to the enemy s sharpshooters I directed an advance of your
body guard howitzers and two other howitzers of the Eleventh Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry. They took position in shelter of a friendly house,

supported on the right by Colonel Ford; had no support on the left.

As 1 met the Eleventh retreating 1 saw Major Ross and begged of him to

have Colonel Moonlight retrace his steps and support me, which he
did. Artillery opened on the enemy with canister and spherical case

at short range and drove them back like sheep. Here is where the
brave Major Smith sacrificed his life in behalf of his country. Colonel
Ford asked when I would retreat. 1 replied when he would. He
remarked, that although we drove the enemy from our front they were

flanking us. At this juncture I received an order from the commanding
general [to fall back], which was just in the nick of time. We retreated

firing, keeping the foe at a respectful distance. Lieutenant Gill, of your
body guard, lost 15 horses out of 40 killed and several wounded. Also

Captain Johnson, of the Eleventh [Fifteenth |

Kansas Volunteer Cavalry,
who commanded the other two howitzers, lost several horses in killed

and wounded. I lost one in killed, and after I put my saddle on another
he was wounded. And let me here say that Lieutenant Gill, Captain
Johnson, and their men behaved like heroes, and Colonels Ford s and

Moonlight s commands resisted successfully every charge.made by the

rebels
;
too much credit cannot be awarded them. Major Ross, of the

Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was with me almost through the

entire day, rendering invaluable services by his presence and encourage
ment. He lost 1 horse in killed and 1 wounded. The artillery and

cavalry which were under my observation maintained several positions
for a time until, outnumbered by the enemy six to one, were compelled
to retreat, but fighting every inch. The last artillery firing that was done
was by Lieutenant Gill, and supported by the cavalry portion of the body
guard, commanded by the lamented Captain Gove, wliich was about

midway between the Blue and Independence. Here the artillery did good
work. Rebels having congregated in shelter of a house, distant about
600 yards, Lieutenant Gill and Sergeant Miller dropped several shells

in their midst, sending two into the house and exploding after they
passed through the roof. This 1 learn from prisoners. Many were killed
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and wounded. One of Lieutenant Gill s horses was killed, several
wounded

; bad to leave one set of harness the enemy pressed so close.
Colonel Walker, of the Sixteenth, maintained a position to our rear and
left, keeping the enemy from flanking

1

us. He commenced the retreat, but
sufficiently maintained his position until the artillery passed him. I ob
served that the Sixteenth, under Colonel Walker and Major Ketner, did
good work. Many things of importance occurred before and after this,
but as they came under the commanding general s own notice I will not
mention them. 1 remained with the rear of the column until they arrived
at the Big Blue. In the retreat there was no confusion, the enemy was
too badly punished to press us too closely. It was after dark when I

reported at headquarters, which was established at the Big Blue a
little while ere I arrived; distance from Little Blue to Big Blue fifteen

miles. 22d, the enemy forced a passage across Byram s Ford. I accom
panied the commanding general to Westport where everything was
confusion. The enemyhaving driven Colonel Jennison s command, com
manding general sent me out with body guard to re-enforce

;
reached a

distance of about two miles from town, met militia falling back in con

fusion, halted them and made them go back. Sent a messenger to Col
onel Jennison asking him where I could render him the most service.

He informed me that the enemy was flanking him on the right and
left and for me to fall back on the Westport road to keep the enemy
out of town. I did so. Met Colonel Moonlight passing west to check
the enemy from going into Kansas. Soon the Fifteenth, under Colonel

Hoyt, also came. We all marched in double-quick until we reached the
Kansas prairie west of Westport about four or five miles. Here we
deployed inline; met the enemy square in the face. I turned over the
command of the body guard to Captain Gove and offered my services to

Colonel Moonlight. Enemy opened two pieces of rifled artillery upon us
at a distance of about a mile, supported by Fagan s or Shelby s brigade
[division]. They drove us steadily from about 3 o clock until nearly
dark, when our skirmish line was re-enforced. I assumed command of
it and drove the enemy back some two miles, capturing several pris
oners, among them a lieutenant, whom I delivered to the commanding
general in Kansas City that night. Colonel Moonlight, Lieutenant-
Colonel Plumb, Captain Huntoon, Colonel Jennisou, Colonel Hoyt, and
other officers and the men deserve special credit for their soldier-like

conduct. The militia here, as elsewhere, could not be brought into

action. Sergeant Slonaker, as well as my orderly, William Brown, of

the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, deserve mention in assisting
me. Slonaker deserves a commission. Our forces camped that night
at Westport. I reported at headquarters, Kansas City. October 1*3,

McLain s battery made some excellent shots, one of which struck one
of the enemy s guns near the left trunnion, breaking it in two. A nother

gun was struck and broken across the chassis by a rifled piece manned
by the colored battery, but which was sighted by Captain Dodge, com
manding Ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Battery. Both captains used their

artillery with skill. The rebels left the wrecks of these guns on the
field and retreated, we pursuing them in connection with General Pleas-
onton s forces. Camped for the night i\t Little Santa Fe, fifteen miles
from Westport. f

October 24, General Pleasouton suggested taking his troops on the
Harrisonville or Pleasant Hill road, as he thought the heaviest column
of the enemy to be there. The commanding general insisted on the

troops keeping on the shortest line. Marched all day and night: dis

tance, perhaps fifty miles. Before daylight on the morning of the 25th
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I directed Captain Kingsbury, who commanded three squadrons of the

Colorado troops, to take the hill on the left of the road, which he did

in connection with Colonel Gravely, who commanded the picket-line,

driving the enemy across the Marais des Cygnes, where they had felled

trees to obstruct our progress. Quite a spirited musketry engagement
occurred during the passage of the creek. Our forces crossed and
resumed the pursuit on a run. The enemy opened with a number of

guns, one of which we here captured. They formed in line of battle

north of Mine Creek, about ir&amp;gt;,000 strong, with eight rifled guns. Our
forces advanced in three columns, the right and center first gaining
position and forming left front into line of battle distance about 1,000

yards. The enemy opened a terriric tire of artillery and small-arms,

without, however, doing much damage. Our men bore it bravely. At
one time the right center was thrown into confusion, but by direction

of &quot;one of your staff officers was reformed, when Colonel Benteen, com
manding third column, arrived on the ground. He was requested to

charge, which he did in a telling manner. Our line advanced steadily,

determinedly, tiring as they went, until it became a hand-to-hand con

flict, when the rebel line gave way, retreating in confusion, leaving
8 pieces of artillery in our hands as trophies of the victory j

a large
amount of ammunition, a number of horses, and from 800 to 1,000 pris

oners, two generals, killing General Graham and wounding Colonel

Siemens, who died at Xewtonia.
Those officers who rendered invaluable services were Colonel Craw

ford, acting aide-de-camp; Colonel Blair, acting aide-de-camp; Colonel

Cloud, acting aide-de-camp ; Major Weed, aide-de-camp, all of your staff,

and Capt. It. J. Hintou, aide de-camp, General Blunt s staff, and Col
onel Benteeu, whose presence was necessary to infuse life and spirit into

the ranks, and to encourage the foremost in the stem conflict. These
officers deserve especial notice. Sergeant Slouaker, of the Fifteenth

Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, who accompanied me, rode along the line

encouraging the men. He, too, deserves credit. I do not think our
whole force amounted to more than 3,000 or 4,000 men. Neither Gen
eral Pleasonton nor any of his staff were present during this engage
ment.
We pursued the rebels across the creek, where we drew up in line

of battle again, when an orderly came forward inquiring for the com
manding officer. I asked him what he wanted. He replied that Gen
eral Pleasonton did not want the line to advance ere he came up. I

sent my compliments to the general, and said it should be as he de
sired. The rebels were then trying to form on the hill, distant half a,

mile or more. Xothing of importance occurred under my observation
at the next fight. I was so fatigued that I laid down and slept. Dur
ing the fight at Chariot in the evening I saw a column of cavalry file

off to the right, as I thought, with a view of flanking the enemy. I

heard the commanding general ask General Pleasonton what it meant;
he replied that they were going to Fort Scott by his direction. The
general commanding remonstrated, remarking that the enemy ought to

be pursued, especially as they had a bad creek to cross, and would be

obliged to leave their transportation. Column atthis time was a mile
and a half in advance. Commanding general asked how far it was to

Fort Scott. A lieutenant from town replied that it was two miles and a
half. Went to Fort Scott, which proved to be six or seven miles, over
a very bad road. Distance traveled this day about forty miles. October

26, left Fort Scott and traveled about twenty-seven miles. October 27,
made thirty miles

;
halted for a cup of coffee and then rode on till 4 a.

35 it R VOL xxi, PT i
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m., making since starting in the morning forty-two miles. October 28,
marched twenty-five or thirty miles, and in the afternoon fought the
rebels at Newtonia. October 29, Generals Sanborn and McNeil having
received orders to return to their respective districts, we returned to

Neosho to feed and stopped overnight; distance, six miles. October

30, renewed the pursuit, made sixteen miles, and camped at Newtouia.
October 31, traveled twenty-seven miles and bivouacked near Keets-
ville.

November 1, cold rain and snow; marched ten miles and camped in

the vicinity of Pea Ridge. November 2, rained and snowed all day;
laid in camp ;

received ocders to distribute what rations there were,
with the view of pushing on to save Fayetteville. November 3, snow
ing terribly, and roads bad: marched fifteen miles and camped at
Cross Hollows. November 4, messengers arrived from Colonel Harri

son, stating that his post was attacked in the morning aud possibly
captured ;

made a night march of twenty miles, arriving at Fayette
ville in time to save it, as the enemy, hearing of our approach, had hur

riedly abandoned the place during the night; left Captain Dodge s bat

tery there. November 5, left Fayetteville; marched eleven miles and
camped at Prairie Grove. November 6, made twenty-five miles;
camped on the Line road, passing through Cane Hill, a rebel hole,
where we found forty or fifty prisoners starving and dying, who were

paroled. November 7, marched before daylight, making, bad as the
roads were, thirty miles, our stock being in bad condition, destitute of

corn, and grass poor. November 8, inarched some twelve miles

through bottom land, and saw the rebels crossing the Arkansas River.

By direction of General Curtis hurled a few more shell after them as a

parting salute.

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
R. H. HUNT,

Major and Chief of Artillery, Department.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Comma/tiding Department of Kansas.

No. 09.
41

Report of Lieut. George T. Robinson, Eleventh Kanms Cavalry, Chief
Engineer.

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT,
Fort Leavemcorth, November 10, 1864.

COLONEL : In obedience to your request, I have the honor to submit
a statement of different conversations held with Major-General Rose-
crans and officers of his staff

,
October 26 and 27, 1864.

In obedience to an order of Major-General Curtis, a copy of which
is hereunto annexed, under date of 21st of October, 1864, 1 left the line

of Big Blue at midnight and proceeded to Kansas City with my assist

ants and immediately called out the citizens and militia to work upon
the lines of fortification there. The battle of Westport commenced at

daylight of Sunday, October 23, and the enemy commenced his retreat
at about 12 m. of this date. I should here state that on Saturday
night at 12 o clock, in a conversation with General Curtis 1 under
stood him to say that he had no precise knowledge as to where Major-
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Generals Rosecrans and Pleasonton were, and in his general conver
sation and directions to me appeared to depend entirely on his own
force to keep the enemy in check. I at this time proposed to Major-
General Curtis to take a small steam ferry-boat lying at the levee,
Kansas City, and run down the Missouri River until 1 could hear from
or see some of the forces of Major General Rosecrans and carry such
dispatches and information as to our situation from General Curtis to
General Rosecrans as might be proper. At first General Curtis ap
proved the plan, but finally gave it up as being too hazardous, not

knowing ^
where to find, or rather not having any information as to

where General Kosecrans could be found. I did not know that our
forces had the best of the fighting until Sunday night at dark, when
ascertaining that Price s forces had retreated and were being closely
pressed by Generals Curtis, Blunt, and Pleasontou, I began to collect

my tools from the trenches and prepare to follow on and catch up with
the advance of our troops. My duty in collecting the Government
property, for which I was accountable, kept me in Kansas City until

Monday morning, October 2i. at 10 o clock, at which time I took the
road with my assistants, and, accompanied by Colonel Ellithorpe,
editor of Leavenworth Conservative, we reached Little Santa Fe the
same day at about 2 o clock

; distance, nineteen miles south of Kansas
City. Here, as I was entering the town from the north, i met the ad
vance guard of Major-General Rosecrans entering the town from the
east or northeast, coming from the direction of Hiekman Mills, General
Rosecrans in person being some two miles in the rear of his advance.
I halted until the general came up, and after seeing him for a few
minutes he informed me that he should encamp there for the night, as
he informed me his maxim was &quot;to camp early and start early.&quot; He
at the same time pressed me to remain with him until such time as we
should catch the column of General Curtis, stating that he was anxious
to push on before daylight and should undoubtedly catch General Cur
tis before the next night (Tuesday) ;

that he earnestly desired to see
me after he had his supper to obtain such information as I was pos
sessed of as to the movement of both forces from Lexington to the pres
ent time. A few moments after, Captain Hoelcke, engineer otficer on
the staff of General Rosecrans, came to me to procure maps of the

country between Fort Scott and our present position, stating that the

general desired to have him (Captain H.) make copies of the maps at
once as General Rosecrans had no maps or guides for that section of

country. I very cheerfully gave him full maps of the country and all

the information I was possessed of. At about 7 o clock that evening I

was told by an officer that General Rosecrans desired to see me. I

went immediately to his quarters and found him at supper. I waited
until he came out, when he desired me to give him a free statement of
what General Curtis had been doing. I did so as nearly and correctly
as 1 could. After finishing my statements the general turned around
to his chief of staff (Colonel Du Bois, I think,.was his name, although
I was not introduced to any of General Rosecrans staff) and said to
the colonel :

Old Curtis appears to be trying to drive Price right back into Missouri.

The colonel s reply was :

Yes
;
he is getting things beautifully muddled up.

I said to the general:

General, you do not suppose that General Curtis would open a clear road for Price
to go straight through Kansas?
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General B. turned quickly toward me and said:

But you know nothing about it.

One of the officers, I think Colonel Du Bois, said General Curtis was
a &quot;regular old muddle-head. Captain Hoelcke made the remark
that

The old general was not what he used to be when he knew him: he was getting
old and childish.

There appeared to be a general feeling- between all the staff officers
of General Eosecrans against General Curtis. During the interview.
General Eosecrans turned to me and said:

My dear sir. I have had the greatest difficulty in getting General Curtis to believe
that Price was in Missouri at all. I have sent him dispatch after dispatch, telegram
after telegram, to the effect that Price, with his whole army, wns in Missouri, and
that he must be on the lookout for him, as it was Price s intention to uo to Kansas.
In answer, I received from General Curtis a dispatch that the idea of Price, with
3,000 men being in the State of Missouri, was monstrous.

General Eosecraus then turned to Colonel Du Bois and said :

And now, colonel, I guess the old man finds that Price is no fiction; that he is a

reality, eh?

The colonel replied :

I should think he did.

Again General Eosecrans said to me:

I have been overpersnadcd by that man (having reference to Major-Geueral Cur
tis) against uiy own military judgment to send all my troops via Kansas City. It
was my -wish to send them farther south, but the constant cry of Kansas City, Kan
sas City, induced rue to order my Troops there, with the beautiful result of losing the
whole thing. Hereafter when I listen to another man and take his advice I shall
be a bigger fool than he is.

Again :

I understand, sir, that Jim Lane is running this border ruffian institution, and
actually in command of the whole machine.

I told General Eosecrans that General Lane was certainly at the
front and doing his duty as a common soldier as were many other Kan
sas men, but as to his having command of any portion of the troops it

was not so. General E. said:

Oh, yes. I understand the whole thing, sir. much better than you possibly can do;
I understand and know Jim Lane thoroughly.

A moment after he said to me:

Lieutenant, you are not as much of a Fremont man as when vou were on his
staff.

I told him I was not. Shortly afterward I went to my own quarters.
The column took up the line of march next morning at 7 o clock,
marched until 11* m.. making about twenty miles, when a halt was
ordered for an hour. I then asked the general what time he intended
to camp. His reply was, &quot;Very soon.&quot; I ventured to reply that such
marching would not catch General Curtis. His reply was:

My dear sir, when yon get to be a general remember to start early and camp
early, and when you do find your enemy you will be able to fight him with fresh
men and fresh horses. You will see that I will have to finish this thing up yet with
my infantry slow but sure. I have the finest body of infantry in the world, and I

shall catch Price with them after all the cavalry are. used up. Such racing cannot
last over forty-eight hours longer, and then comes my turn.
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About 1.30 the column took up the line of march again, and at 3 p.

m. halted for camp. Finding that if I continued with General Eose
craus my chance of ever rejoining my own command was exceedingly

poor I decided upon pushing on and letting General Eosecrans come up
with his infantry in his own way. Calling my men together I started

on. General Eosecrans was sitting on a log at the side of the road,
and asked me where 1 was going. I told him my place was with my com
mand, and I thought I would not be able to reach it if I remained with
him. He jumped up from the stump or log and in a very angry manner
said,

&quot; Go on, then/ There 1 left him, nor saw nor heard of him after

ward. Some live miles farther on my road south I saw coming from
the northeast a column of cavalry approaching the road I was then on,

moving south. Upon looking at them through my glass I saw a large
white hag flying from a lance staff. We waited for them to come up,
when 1 had a conversation with the officer in command. It proved to

be a company of the Third Iowa Cavalry, under command of a first

lieutenant, carrying a flag of truce, and from forty to fifty prisoners of

war, captured at or near Lexington. The lieutenant informed me he
carried orders from General Eosecrans to take these prisoners into the
lines of Price, i informed him that General Eosecrans was only about
five miles back, camped, at which he seemed much surprised, and dis

mounting his men and prisoners, rode back to see General Eosecrans and
get further orders. I marched on, leaving the command and prisoners
dismounted on the road. The circumstance at the time struck me as

very strange that prisoners should be sent iuto Price s lines under a

flag of truce upon the field of battle.

This, colonel, is a full and correct statement of affairs and conversa
tions held with General Eosecrans. I could not fail to see plainly that
a bitter feeling existed between General Eosecraus and his staff toward.
( ieneral Curtis. His actions were spoken of in a very sneering manner

;

that every move made by General Curtis was made wrong and in a

&quot;bungling manner,&quot; or, in the language of Colonel Du Bois, &quot;beauti

fully muddled up.&quot; My first impression was (after ascertaining that
General Eosecraus was hostile in feeling toward General Curtis) to

leave General Eosecrans at once, but I deemed it my duty to ascertain,
as nearly as possible, what the precise difficulty was, so that if disaster

should befall General Curtis through any lack of co-operation on the

part of General Eosecrans I might, perhaps, be able in part to account
for such lack. After mature deliberation, coupled with such informa
tion as I could glean from casual remarks from different officers con
nected apparently closely with General Eosecrans, it is my firm convic
tion that the plan of General Eosecraus was to have Price whip the
few raw, undisciplined troops of General Curtis and then crush Price
himself (which it strikes me he could have done at any time after Price
had entered Missouri), carrying off the palm of victory himself at the
fearful cost of sacrificing the whole Kansas frontier.

It is a fearful thing to accuse a man, hitherto honored and respected
as Major-General Eosecrans has been and is now. of being a traitor to

his flag; yet his lack of co-operation, his tardy pursuit, cast a black
shadcuv upon all his former services, and true, loyal men will see only a
desire on his part to hand the State of Missouri over to our enemy
without a blow being struck tor its defense. I was informed by an
officer at Fort Scott that Major-General Smith, commanding the in

fantry force, had repeatedly urged upon General Pleasonton the neces

sity of attacking Price and bringing him to bay, so as to allow General
Smith to get up with his infantry and artillery force and bring on a
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general engagement. This General Pleasonton neglected to obey, and
finally a fifth order was sent to General Pleasonton to the effect that if

General Pleasonton did not attack Price at once he (General Smith)
would be obliged to send General Pleasonton to the rear. If, colonel,
this is the case (and the orders of General Smith can be readily ob
tained) there has been a criminal neglect upon the part of General
Rosecrans and General Pleasonton to attack and defeat Price.

I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
GEO. T. ROBINSOX,

Lieutenant and Chief Engineer, Department of Kansas.

Lieutenant-Colonel STARK,
Asat. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Kans., Learemcorth, Kans.

[Inclosure.]

CAMP ON BIG BLUE, October 21, 1864.

Colonel COATES,
Commanding, Kansas City :

COLONEL : I send my chief engineer. Captain Robinson, to improve
the lines about Kansas City, which we may regard as our next line. It

seems to me we can stop Price here. We have fought him since 10

o clock inch by inch with only a small part of my forces and in many
instances beat him back with heavy damage. I cannot ascertain my
losses as I am busy preparing for harder work to-morrow. Give Cap
tain Robinson all possible assistance.

Truly, yours,
S. R. CURTIS,

Major- Gen era I.

[First indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Learenwortli, December 3, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Halleck, chief of staff
,
Wash

ington, D. C.
For the past year I have almost constantly at the request of General

Rosecrans sent troops into his department to aid his forces near my
border and under his commanders the utmost harmony existed. I

regret to see matters seem otherwise when my department was threat
ened and his troops came within my iirmediate command, and the
within report shows such eccentric conduct and disrespectful feelings
toward a comrade in the field as to preclude onr future kind co-oper
ation. All that is said about ignorance of Price s presence in Missouri
and my lack of efficiency is immaterial to the main point a lack of

sympathy and cordial co-operation and respect for a comrade then in

his advance and in the immediate presence of the enemy. Extraor

dinary delay manifested in bringing forward forces and subsequent
hasty and unfortunate orders which withdrew them from my support,

may also deserve your notice.

S. R. CURTIS,
Major- General.

[Second indorsement.]

DECEMBER 11, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of titaff.
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No. 70.

Reports of Maj. Samuel B. Daris, U. 8. Army, Medical Director.

FORT LEAVENWORTII, KANS.,
November 2(

SIR: I have the honor to report that in compliance with his order I

joined Major-General Blunt at Paola, Kalis., the llth ultimo, and as

medical director of his command accompanied him to Lexington, Mo.,
where on the 19th he first ascertained that the enemy was in Missouri
ill force. Notwithstanding there was considerable tiring on both sides

and the rear of General Blunt s retiring command was warmly pressed, I

saw and heard of but few casualties. At independence the following-

day I was announced, by order of Genera] Curtis, as medical director of

the Army of the Border, in the field. During- the battle on the Little

Blue, the 21st, a hospital was established by my direction in Independ
ence, where the wounded were cared for as fast as they were brought
from the field. The slightly wounded and such as were able to ride

their horses were permitted to go back to Kansas City. In the after

noon, when our army fell back to the Big Blue, it was deemed impractica-
able to move the wounded and they were left, thirty-one in number, under
the care of Surg. J. P. Erickson, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
I sent an ambulance, and got from the commissary stores, which had
been ordered to be destroyed, sufficient subsistence for those in hospital
for several days. 1 also left a good supply of medical and hospital
stores. Late that night 1 took Surgeon Harvey, U. S. Volunteers, and
went up to Kansas City to prepare accommodations for wounded, as a
battle was anticipated the next day. The fighting 011 the 22d was con
fined to our right, and as our troops were compelled to fallback at that

place none but the slightly wounded and such as were able to get
away themselves were cared for on that day. Some of the wounded
were subsequently taken back to Independence with some of Pleason-
tou s command who were wounded near the same place.
The next morning 1 started from Kansas City with all the ambu

lances to gather the wounded from this field, as I heard that the enemy
was retreating, but when 1 reached Westport 1 found our troops

assembling, and about 7 o clock the battle of Westport began. During
this engagement the ambulances were sent to every accessible part of

the field and the wounded brought into Westport, where a temporary
hospital was established. I was in the front when the final charge was
made, and Price s retreat became a rout. I returned, by consent of

General Blunt, to superintend the gathering and preparations for the
care of those left wounded on the field. Every part of the battle-ground
was carefully searched, and all. as I believe, Union and rebel, were
carried into Westport. It was night when I reached that place, and as

better accommodations could be had in Kansas City, I directed all who
could be safely transported to be taken, to that city. The rebels and
fourteen Union soldiers, who were too seriously wounded to be moved
with safety, were left at Westport in the care of Assistant Surgeon
Graham, Thirteenth Kansas. The following morning (24th) I applied
to the quartermaster at Kansas City for a boat, who placed the Tom
Morgan at my service. She was sent to Independence Landing, and
two ambulances, in care of Hospital Steward Keimead, were sent direct

to Independence, with instructions to Surgeon Erickson to place all the
wounded in his hospital, Union and rebel, on board, to be transported
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to Fort Leavenworth. Surgeon Harvey was left in charge of all the
hospitals established up to this time, with instructions to telegraph
Surgeon Buckmaster, department medical director, as soon as the Tom
Morgan should return to Kansas City, the number of wounded on board,
and the time she would probably reach Fort Leavenwortli. As soon as
these arrangements were made 1 started for the front with the remaining
medical officers and ambulances.

Surgeon Aiusworth and Assistant Surgeon Adams, Eleventh Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, and Assistant Surgeons Vance and Akin, Second
Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, had gone forward with the command.
Surgeon Ainsworth had an abundant supply of medicines, dressings,
&e., for the temporary wants of the command, but for some unaccount
able cause his ambulance containing his instruments and supplies was
sent back to Olathe where it remained. 1 arrived at Trading Post the
evening of the battle of Mine Creek (25th) and learned that the wounded
in that engagement had been un cured lor and were lying on the ground
where they had fallen. I stopped but a few hours to rest and feed
the teams and then pushed on, arriving on the field two hours before

daylight. Leaving the ambulances with Surgeon Pollok, who was
directed to load them as soon as it was light, I went on to Mound City
to prepare a place for the wounded. There was but one building in

the town at all suitable, and this was filled with commissary and quar
termaster stores. These 1 had taken out and with the aid of the citi

zens, who liberally contributed beds, bedding, &c., every Union
soldier brought in was well and comfortably cared for. The rebel
wounded were placed in other buildings and every attention dictated

by humanity given them. Surgeon Twiss, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer
Cavalry, was placed in charge, and after I was satisfied that every
necessary attention would be paid the patients, I started again for
the front, accompanied by Surgeon Erickson, who had joined me the

evening previous. I had the day before sent Surgeon Pollok with
several ambulances, with directions to join the command as soon as

possible. When I arrived at Fort Scott I found Surgeon Pollok there

waiting for an escort. Colonel Blair was sending forward a train with

supplies and could furnish no troops except for the train, and we were
compelled to remain with it. until it reached Isewtonia. Here i found
Assistant Surgeon Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, in charge
of the hospital. There was also a rebel hospital in the vicinity, in

charge of rebel medical officers. Supplies were issued for both hospi
tals, and I pushed forward the next day, overtaking the command at
Pea Ridge.
While at Mound City I received a telegram from Colonel Blair, com

manding at Fort Scott, directing me, by order of General Curtis, to

proceed immediately to the front. When 1 reached Fort Scott 1 learned
that the army was still advancing and that there was a deficiency of
medical officers and medical supplies with the command. I immedi
ately telegraphed to Surgeon Harvey, T. S. Volunteers, at Kansas City,
that his services were required at the front, and directing him to pro
ceed to Fort Scott and report to Colonel Blair for instructions. Sur
geon Harvey did not go to Fort Scott for the reason, as he reports, that

Surgeon Buckmaster, medical director of the department, ordered him
to remain in his district, notwithstanding he was notified of my order.

Surgeon Harvey reports that he visited the hospital at Mound City
after being sent to Paola, and remained a short time, but was not again
in the field. From Pea Kidge to the Arkansas Paver the medical offi-
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cers kept with their respective commands, and notwithstanding the long
and dreadful marches of the campaign scarcely a single case of sick

ness was reported. When the pursuit of the enemy was abandoned
and the army divided, at General Curtis suggestion I joined Colonel

Jennisou s brigade, with the view of returning by way of Kewtonia with

the ambulance train to take the wounded from that place to Fort Scott.

When within twenty-eight miles of Xewtonia, being in camp three-

quarters of a mile in advance of Colonel Jeimison s headquarters, I re

quested of Major Ketner, commanding {Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry, an escort, which lie gave me. and I went forward to make the

necessary arrangements to move the wounded without delaying the

march of the command. In the afternoon, when Colonel Jennisou

arrived, he issued an order for my arrest, a copy of which is herewith
transmitted (rifle paper marked B). In a conversation he had with me
the colonel told me that the arrest was not made so much for the rea

sons stated in the order as for &quot;certain connecting circumstances.&quot;

The &quot;circumstances&quot; referred to 1 have no knowledge of, unless he re

ferred to a protest which I signed with twenty-two other officers. linclose

a copy, not with the view of volunteering information that maybe det
rimental to Colonel Jennison, but in the belief that therein lies the

cause of the above-mentioned arrest and that Colonel Jeimison s action

in my case calls for an explanation by him or an exposition by me. The
following morning I wrote him a note giving my reasons for leaving the
command and going forward, and calling his attention to paragraph
224, Kevised Army Regulations. In a short time I received an order

releasing me from arrest. The day following (20th instant) Colonel
Jennison. while at Sarcoxie, gave me, at my request, an escort of fifty

men, and I came through with the wounded, fifteen in number, to Fort
Scott with all possible dispatch.
The soldiers wounded in the various battles of the recent campaign

were as well cared for as it was possible for them to be under the cir

cumstances. When it is remembered that probably half the medical
officers with the command had had little or no experience in the field;
that the means and appliances for taking care of wounded men were
confined to such as could be transported in light ambulances; that the

campaign was one of forced and rapid marches and ol short and
decisive battles; that hundreds of miles intervened between scenes of

battles fought at intervals so short that they seemed but one engage
ment, and that notwithstanding such unparalleled and unlooked for

obstacles it is not known that any life was lost for want of timely assist

ance, but on the other hand the wounded, friend and foe, all found hos

pitals and surgical aid, justice would seem to claim an acknowledg
ment that the medical officers of the Army of the Border had done
their duty. Among those of my assistants deserving of special notice

are Surg. Philip Harvey, U. S. Volunteers; Surgeon Pollok, Second
Colorado Volunteer Cavalry ; Surg. E. Twiss, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry; Surg. J. P. Ericksou, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry,
and Assistant Surgeon Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry.
These officers were very active and untiring in the discharge of their

several duties. Mention is due to Mr. J. K. Brown, agent U. S. Sani

tary Commission, who went to Kansas City and Westport with supplies
that were much needed. He accompanied me to Mound City, where he
rendered efficient aid in preparing and furnishing the hospital at that

place, and subsequently returned to Leavenworth for fresh supplies,
which he judiciously applied to the comfort and relief of those in the
various hospitals.
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Independence, 23; Weatport, 39; Mound City, 62; Fort Scott, 1C, and
Newtouia, 40; total, 189. The rebel medical officers at Newtonia stated
that their retreating army was taking with it over 400 wounded officers
and men. In the vicinity of Cane Hill they had left 34 too badly wounded
to be taken farther. So far as I have been able to learn the mortality
among the rebel wounded has been much greater than that among our
own, there being a greater proportion of wounds of the abdomen and
lower extremities in the former than in the latter. At Newtonia, on my
return, I found that out of 4G treated by their own surgeons 17 had died,
while at the hospital under the care of Doctor Akin only had died.
At Mound City I found on my return that 1(5 rebels and 3 Union
wounded had died, the number of each treated being about equal. I

have heard nothing of those brought to Fort Leavenworth for treat
ment.

I should in the proper connection have stated that the wounded at
Mine Creek belonged principally to General Pleasonton s command, and
that I found one assistant surgeon who claimed to have charge of

them, but was without means or ability to provide for them. As soon
as they were placed in hospital said officer went forward to join his com
mand, which he met near Fort Scott returning from the field.

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,

S. B. DAVIS,
Surgeon, U. S. Volunteers.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant A djutant-General.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANS.,
November M), 18M.

SIR: Inclosed please find list of wounded as furnished by surgeons
in charge of the hospitals at Independence, Kansas City, Mound City,
Fort Scott, and Newtonia. It differs slightly in the aggregate from
the number named in my report sent you through Major-General Blunt.
Those in hospital at Westport (fourteen in number) were not reported
to me, while the number reported by Surgeon Van Duyn at Fort Scott
does not appear on the list he has furnished. This list is intended to

accompany and form a part of the report above mentioned.*
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. B. DAVIS,
fturgcon, U. R. Volunteers.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assista nt Adjutant- General.

Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 commissioned officers and 48 enlisted men in hos
pital at Independence; 1 commissioned officer and 25) enlisted men in Hospital No. 1,

2 commissioned officers and 29 enlisted men in Hospital No. 2, at Kansas City; 57
enlisted men in hospital at Mound City ; 3 commissioned officers and 50 enlisted men
in hospital at Fort Scott, and 44 enlisted men in hospital at Newtouia, Mo.
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No. 71.

Report of Maj. Theodore J. Weed, U. S. Army, Aide-de-Camp and Chief
Comm iusury of Musters.

COMMISSARY OF MUSTERS, DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Lcuvenworth, December J, 1864.

MAJOR: In pursuance of general Held orders, dated headquarters
Army of the Border, Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1804, I have the

honor to report that in obedience to telegraphic instructions from the

field, dated October 20, 1864, I left this post on the morning of the 22d
and joined the commanding general at Westport, Mo., on the evening
of the same day. As our forces had been slowly pressed back on that

day by the largely superior force of the enemy, the commanding gen
eral had determined to occupy the defensive works of Kansas City
with that portion of the force that had been engaged on the road lead

ing from Kansas City to Independence, and I was directed to proceed
to the line of earth-works on the east of the city and place the troops
in position on their arrival from the field. This duty having been

accomplished, at 10 p. m. I repaired to the Gillis house, where the

general had established headquarters, at which place 1 remained dur

ing the night. Early on the morning of the 2.3d I accompanied the

general to Westport, and found on arriving there that our forces had

already engaged the enemy about one mile and a half south of town.
At this hour (7.30 a. m.) it seemed to be the object of the rebels to turn
our right flank, and heavy bodies of his cavalry could be plainly seen
from the roof of the Westport hotel moving in a direction a little north
of west. Our forces now began to arrive from Kansas City, and were

promptly pushed out on a road leading west from Westport for the

purpose of checking this last movement of the enemy. I remained
with the general until 11 a. in., when I was directed to go to our right
and order Major-General Deitzlcr, commanding a force of militia, to

push his column forward and drive the rebels from the timber south
west of town, where a small body of them had taken position. On
reaching the open prairie, about three miles west, I found that the

attempt of the enemy to turn our right had completely failed and he
had withdrawn all his force from that part of the field. I immediately
informed the commanding general of this fact, when a charge through
the timber south of town was at once ordered and promptly exe
cuted. On reaching the prairie beyond the timber our artillery was
opened on the* rebel line, distant about half a mile, with such effect as
to cause its dispersion in less than half an hour. The pursuit was
prompt, and three miles south of the timber our column joined that of

Major-General Pleasouton, who had been engaged with the enemy on
our left during the early part of the day, and our united forces were
that night pushed as far south as Little Santa Fe, skirmishing with
the enemy, who continued his hurried retreat.

At daylight on the morning of the 24th the division of Major-General
Blunt started in pursuit of the enemy, on what is known as the Line
road, and a half hour later, as the major-general commanding was
about to follow, a staff officer of General Pleasonton (Colonel Cole)
came up and informed him that as the division of General Blunt had
already started and occupied the Line road over which the enemy had
retreated, he (General Pleasonton) would take the Harrisonville road
with his troops, keeping on the flank of the rebel force. General
Pleasontou was at once sent for and on reiterating what the statf

officer had said, was informed by .Major-General Curtis that such a
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movement could not for an instant be thought of and would not under
any circumstances be tolerated, and that if his division did not at once
follow upon the trail of the enemy he should assume immediate command
of the troops that the success already achieved might not be frittered

away in following on a road over which no enemy had retreated. The
pursuit was continued vigorously until 8 p. in., at which hour we
reached West Point, when the division of General Pleasontou was
placed in the advance for a night inarch, and at midnight reached the

vicinity of Trading Post, a small settlement at the crossing of the
Marais des Cygues, and halted. 1 immediately proceeded to the front,
in company with JMajor McKenny, to ascertain the cause of the halt,
and learned from Brigadier General Sanborn that his advance had
struck the enemy s column on a high mound halt a mile north of the
town, and that owing to the darkness of the night and want of knowl
edge of the country he could not and would not assume the responsi
bility of moving any farther until daylight. On making these facts
known to the commanding general, he ordered the artillery of General
Sanborn s brigade forward to open at once upon the enemy s line. At
4 a. in. on the 2.

r
&amp;gt;th, no tiring having been heard, I was directed to go to

the front and ascertain why the artillery had not opened as directed
some hours previous. On arriving there 1 found the battery just going
into position about half a mile from the position occupied by the enemy
during the night, and four guns were very soon opened upon the crest
of this mound. After a few shots had been tired Maj. R. II. Hunt
rode up from our skirmish line and begged them to cease tiring from
that point, as their shells were falling in the midst of our own men,
who had already driven the rebel line from their position. 1 then
learned from Major Hunt that three companies of the Second Colo
rado Cavalry, who had been in advance during the day and night
previous, had. in the darkness and rain, pushed forward without sup
port and gained possession of this commanding point. On returning
to report to the commanding general I met Brigadier-General San-

born, who had just left his quarters, and informed him of the facts
stated above. I remained with the major-general commanding until

Philips brigade had crossed the stream at Trading Post, when I was
ordered over with a message to General Pleasontou, and after deliver

ing it proceeded to the front in company with Colonel Blair and Maj.K.
H. Hunt. Three miles south of Trading Post, with JVline Creek in their

rear, we found the entire righting force of the enemy (Shelby s division

excepted) drawn up in line of battle. As only one brigade of our own
troops had come up, 1 rode a short distance back on a road running
parallel with and to the left of the one on which Philips brigade had
marched, and very soon met Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen at the head of
his brigade, and informed him of the position of the enemy. He pushed
rapidly forward, and on coining in sight of the rebel line at once formed
his brigade for a charge. I then started to return to the troops already
on the field, to urge upon the commanding officer a charge at the same
moment with that of Benteen. Before reaching this command, how
ever, I was accosted by an officer who pointed to the right center

regiment of Philips brigade, and asked me to take that regiment into

action, and to tell the men that their colonel would soon be with them.
He then rode off at a rapid pace in a northwesterly direction, probably
upon some urgent mission. 1 at once rode to the head of the regiment
indicated, gave the message to all the officers, and to lessen as much as

possible the depressing effect of the absence of their commanding offi

cer upon the men, charged with and in advance of them. As they came
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iiear enough to the enemy s line to open fire I crossed their front and
took position in the line on the right, where, in conjunction with Maj.
R. H. Hunt, I did what I could to encourage and urge it forward.

After the enemy s line had been broken and his whole force put to

night, I rode to the left of our line and assisted in gathering together
and sending to the rear a large number of prisoners who had been

captured with the artillery taken by Benteen s brigade. While engaged
in this duty I heard of the capture of General Marmaduke, and some

twenty minutes later, meeting General Pleasonton, who was just coming
onto the field, I informed him of that fact, also telling him that Marma
duke had already been sent to the rear. I then, at his request, took sev

eral squads of our men who had been separated from their commands
during the charge and proceeded to pick up prisoners, who were scat

tered over every part of the battle-ground, some under guard and many
making their way to the rear without guard and with no guide except
their fears. After having performed this duty I reported to the com

manding general, who had already crossed Mine Creek, and was directed

to proceed to the rear and urge forward the division of Major-General
Blunt and the brigade of Brigadier-General McNeil with all possible

speed. These troops had been delayed by the breaking down of

some transportation wagons at the most difficult point of crossing,
and some time elapsed before the road could again be opened. I

returned to the front with General McNeil and Major Chariot, and
on arriving there reported to and remained with the commanding gen
eral until nearly sundown, when we came up with General Pleasonton,
who had commenced withdrawing his troops from the field, and an
nounced to the commanding general that Fort Scott was safe and
that, so far as he was concerned, the campaign was Bended. Upon
being told by the commanding general that the campaign was not

ended and that the pursuit of Price would be continued until he was

captured or driven beyond the Arkansas River, and that the troops
must not be diverted from this work, he changed his tune, and said

that the men and horses of his division were worn down with fatigue
and exposure, that the men were and had been for two or three days
without rations, the horses without forage, and many of them without

shoes, and that he must move them to Fort Scott to rest and recuper
ate. As a large portion of General Pleasonton s forces was already on
the road to this place and darkness was fast coming on the command
ing general reluctantly consented to turn in that direction also and
arrived in the town at 1) p. in. On the following morning, by direc

tion of the commanding general. I left; orders at the office depot
quartermaster that 50.000 rations for the men and 50,000 rations of
corn for the horses should at once, be sent in half-loaded wagons after

the army with orders to follow day and night till it was overtaken.

After giving these- orders I joined the general, who was at an early
hour again in the saddle, pushing every available man after the enemy,
who had been so badly beaten and demoralized on the day previous.
From this time I remained at headquarters rendering such aid as

required in directing the movements of the army until the morning of

November 8, when our forces halted on the banks of the Arkansas,
having driven the enemy in utter confusion beyond the stream.

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
T. J. WEED,

Major and Aide-de-Camp, Chief Commissary of Musters.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Kansas.
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No. 72.

Report of Col. William F. Cloud, Second Kansas Cavalry, Acting Aide-

de-Camp.

LEAVENWORTH CITY, KANS.,
November 20, isti-f.

MAJOR: In obedience to Orders, No. ,
I have the honor to report

as to the duties performed and engagements participated in by myself,
as aide-de-camp, and a battalion Second Kansas Cavalry, commanded
by Maj. II. Hopkins, Capt. Pat. Cosgrove, and Lieuts. Barney Mitchell
and AA atts, in the campaign of the Army of the Border.

Arriving at General Curtis headquarters at Kansas City on the 19th
of October, I was placed upon duty as aide-de-camp, and as such pro
ceeded to Fort Leavenworth for horses, arms, &c., for my detachment,
and reported again at army headquarters on the morning of the 22d,
the position of the army being upon the Big Blue. I had the honor to

convey orders to the various positions during the day, and in obedience
to orders arranged the plans of defense of Westport at night, by and
with the assistance of Colonel Ford, Second Colorado, and Colonel
Walker and Major Ketner, Sixteenth Kansas, after which I passed the

nightat headquarters, Kansas City. On the morning of the 23d, at the

request of Major-General Blunt, I reported to him for duty and was
sent with a detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry to watch the
extreme right of our lines at Westport and to ascertain the position
and movements of the enemy who were engaging our forces. Having
performed that duty and reported I was ordered to our extreme left for

the same purpose, and there observing that General Pleasonton was
engaging the enemy far to our left, I again reported facts to Generals
Curtis and Blunt and joined in the advance of our entire lines, then

taking place, keeping the road and assisting in bringing up, placing,
and working the artillery, and earring orders to the various parts of

the line. When the lines of General Pleasouton joined to ours I

engaged in the pursuit of the rebels as far as Little Santa Fe, which
was a chase of nine miles, and in which our part of the line was ad
vanced many miles beyond the rebels, who were leisurely falling back
before Pleasouton. In fact, the long columns of the rebels were taken

by myself, Colonels Crawford aud Ritchie (who were with me), for

the forces of General Pleasonton as they came so far from our
rear and passed within a mile of us upon the prairie. Eemaining
at Santa F6 with the army until the morning of the 24th I re

ported to General Curtis and engaged in the pursuit of the enemy
during that day and night, and as the general moved upon the enemy
at the Trading Post at early daylight of the 25th I was temporarily
detained by General Blunt until our forces had crossed the Osage or

Marais des Cygnes, and was only able to join the advance of I leason-

ton s troops just as they came in sight of the enemy drawn up in line

at Mine Creek. Here reporting to General Pleasonton I was sent by
that officer to an adjoining farm-house to ascertain the road to Fort

Scott, &c., and having obtained the information I returned to our lines

just as they were formed and now moving upon the enemy. Accompa
nied by a small detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry, commanded
by Sergeant Peck, I moved forward in the space between our extreme

right and the left, giving such orders and encouragement to our forces

as seemed necessary. In this order we came to a rebel battery, the

men of which had ceased to fight from fear, at which a rebel colonel
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(Jeffers) surrendered to me, claiming protection for himself and men.

Giving such directions as seemed proper for the guarding of pris

oners, I moved to another part of the field, assisting in arresting pris
oners and securing several pieces of artillery abandoned by the rebels

in their retreat through the brush and creek. Seeing General Pleas-

onton upon the field near to a section of artillery, I moved forward and

reported facts as directed, and then observing that he was directing
the fire of our artillery upon a detachment of our own troops I so

informed him, but was rebuked. Still persisting in my statements, I

had them confirmed by an officer from the detachment under fire, whose
assurances united with my own and prevailed upon the same to give
the order to cease firing, saying at the same time &quot;You should carry

your colors upon the battle-field.&quot;

The battle being over and our lines reformed for the continuation of

the pursuit, I requested and obtained permission to take my command
to the extreme front, and reported to General Sanborn, who gave me
the extreme right of his line. In this manner we moved several miles

across the prairie until we reached the timber of the Little Osage, in

which the rebels had placed another line of defense. At the order of

General Sanborn the Second Kansas Cavalry was moved forward as

skirmishers, some mounted and some dismounted, and drove the enemy
out of the woods and across the river. Here the enemy had another
line formed, and our troops were ordered forward, the Second Kansas
remaining in its position on the right, and in this order, pressing for

ward, we reached from right to left in the form of a crescent, which

placed us in the advance of the center. When the rebels retreated
from our steadily advancing army, my command had the advance from
the advantageous formation of the ground, and leading in this manner
pursued the enemy for the distance of three miles in a continuous

charge until compelled to halt from the sheer exhaustion of the horses,

many of them falling under their riders. Here, permitting the more
fresh troops which came up to take the advance, and as the rebels had
turned into Missouri, abandoning their movement against Fort Scott,

my command and myself rested our horses and engaged in repairing the

telegraph, which had been destroyed by the rebels, and at night, which
soon came on, moved to Fort Scott. On the morning of the 26th we
moved again in the pursuit and continued the same to Lamar, Mo.,
from which place, in obedience to orders, my command returned to

Fort Scott to prepare to escort a train to Fort Smith.
I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of Major Hopkins,

commanding detachment Second Kansas Cavalry.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. F. CLOUD.
Colonel Second Kaunas Cavalry.

Maj. C. S. CIIAULOT,
Assistant Adju^ant-Gc.icral. Department of Kansas.

No. To.

Report of Maj. Henry Hopkins. Second Kansas Cavalry.

FORT LEAVKISWOUTH, KANS.,
November

2C&amp;gt;,
18o4.

1 have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by
the detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry of 150 men, under Cap-
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tain Cosgrove and Lieutenants Mitchell and Watts, in the engage
ments on the border with the Confederate forces under General Price:
On receiving orders from you on the 20th day of October, 18t&amp;gt;4,

in

pursuance to instructions from headquarters Department of Kansas, to

proceed with the detachment from Fort Scott, Kans., to Paola, Kans.,
and thence to join you at army headquarters at Kansas City, I moved
the command immediately, arriving at that post October 22. Arriving
at Olathe, Kans., I found it very difficult to ascertain the position of
our army under General Curtis. Moved to Little Santa Fe&quot;, directly
east of this place, and reported to you as directed. At this place I

received orders from you to report to Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant

adjutant-general, with the detachment as personal escort to General
Curtis. We marched from Little Santa Fe to the Trading Post, Linn
County, Kans., arriving there on the morning of October 25, 18&amp;lt;&amp;gt;4,

where the enemy were found in force. At this point the detachment
was relieved for the present from escort duty and ordered by Major
Chariot to report to you for duty. The detachment was formed on the

right of our line at this point and retained this position in the charges
on the rebels at Mine Creek. Arriving at the crossing of Creek
at Chariot, eight miles southeast of Mound City, Kans.. the detachment
was formed immediately in front ofour line and deployed as skirmishers,
driving in the entire skirmish line of the enemy across the creek. The
command was again formed on the right and participated in several

charges, which resulted in a complete rout of the enemy. The com
mand participated in the engagements during the entire day and at night
moved for Fort Scott, Kans., arriving on the morning of October 2(&amp;gt;,

1804. At 10 a. m. the same day 1 again received orders to report to

Major-General Curtis for duty and accompanied the Army of the Bor
der to Lamar, Mo., at which point orders were received to return again
to Fort Scott, and arrived there on morning of October 28, 18(54.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
HENRY HOPKINS.

Major Second Kansas Cavalry.
Col. W. F. CLOUD,

Second Kansas Cacab if.

Xo. 71.

Report of Capt. Mcrritt II. Inxlcy. i . .s
r

. Army, Assistant Quartermaster.

DEPOT QUARTERMASTER S OFFICE.
Fort /Scott, Kan*., December J. l$(&amp;gt;i.

MAJOR: In compliance with general field order, dated headquarters
Army of- the Border, Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1864, 1 have the
honor to submit the following report:
At the time the general commanding took the, field against the rebel

army under General Price 1 was attending to the duties of depot quar
termaster at this post. In obedience to orders from the general com
manding, and in consequence of the imminent danger of an attack upon
this post by the enemy, under command of the rebel General Price, in

his retreat southward, after his defeats in the vicinity of Westport,
Mo., all the public stores were loaded into wagons and transported into

the interior of the State, beyond the reach of the enemy, under my di

rection, though in the immediate charge of citizen employes of the

quartermaster s department. The trains were absent from October 24
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to November 3, 1864. As soon as it could be done with safety they were
returned to the post. The vast amount of public property thus sud

denly and unexpectedly thrown upon my hands for security, when no
assistance could be rendered me, except such as was obtained from a
limited number of employes of my department, was safely placed beyond
the reach of the enemy, even though he had taken the post, and safely
returned again with but trifling loss of stores. After the great and
decisive battle of Osage, in which our troops gained such imperishable
honors, they encamped at this post and were supplied by me with for

age, &c. 1 was instructed by the general commanding, October 20, to

send on half-loads as rapidly as possible to his command, then follow

ing up the retreating rebel army, of supplies as follows, viz: 50,000
rations of commissary stores and 50,000 rations of old corn. I made
every effort within my power to comply with instructions as above
stated. The public transportation not yet returned to the depot, I was

compelled to gather transportation from every available source, to en
able me to forward supplies as directed. To do this I hired such wag
ons and teams as 1 could here, purchased mules to replace those worn
out on the march and to lit out teams, and impressed all others in the

vicinity. The night of October 20 1 loaded and sent inchargeof Lieu
tenant Josling, Fourteenth Kansas, fifty wagons loaded with corn and

commissary stores; October 27, in charge of Lieutenant Ehle, Third
Wisconsin Cavalry, forty- five ws gons loaded with corn and commis

sary stores; OctobW 2S, in charge of Captain Young, fifty-two wagons
loaded with coro, commissary, and ordnance stores; October 29, in

charge of Jeff. Anthony, wagon-master, thirty-seven wagons loaded
with ordnance, corn, and commissary stores; November 1, in charge
of J. McKiuney, wagon-master, fifty-three wagons loaded with ord

nance, corn, and commissary stores: November 3, inchargeof J. Rich

ards, wagon-master, forty-one wagons loaded with corn and commissary
stores; November 13, in charge of Lieutenant Josling, Fourteenth

Kansas, twenty w^agous and two ambulances loaded with hard bread
and corn.

After the battle of Osage I saved the following list of captured prop

erty, viz: 7 head of cattle, 20 horses, 3 mules, 6 IT. S. mules recaptured
from the enemy, 18 army wagons.
A very large amount of transportation was entirely destroyed at

their encampment on the night of the 20th of October.

Col. C. \V. Blair, commanding the post, rendered all facilities within
his power, by furnishing escorts and otherwise, in sending forward the

necessary supplies to the command.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. H. INSLEY,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. Army.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dcpt. of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth.

No. 75.

Reports of Capt. Edwin I. Meeker, U. K. Army, Chief Sif/nal Officer.

HDQRS. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, DEPT. OF KANSAS,
Fort Leanenworth, November 22, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper
ations of the signal detachment, Department of Kansas, in the late

30 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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campaign after the rebel Price, through a portion of the States of

Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and through the Indian Territory:
When I took command of this signal detachment I found it without

horses and without transportation. The general commanding had said
that as we were not in the field, and as horses were hard to get, he
needed all the horses lie could raise to mount his cavalry. . As soon as
there Avas a prospect of getting into the field I got permission from the

commanding general to mount all my officers fit for duty and three men
for each officer, and to draw one wagon. This being done, on the llth
of October, at noon, we started with the commanding general for the
front. On the night of the first day out, there being no staff quarter
master, Second Lieut. J. R. Fitch. Signal Corps, in addition to his

other duties, was announced by General Curtis as staff quartermaster.
A copy of the order is inclosed.* On the same day, previous to this,
First Lieutenant Roberts, acting signal officer, had been appointed an

acting aide by the commanding general. A copy of the order appointing
him is inclosed.* We traveled rapidly through Olathe, Wyandotte, and
Kansas City, to Independence, where we first met the enemy without

any opportunity for doing signal duty. While at Wyandotte Lieuten
ant Hubbard received an order appointing him acting assistant adju
taut-general in charge of returns. A copy of the order is inclosed.*

On the 21st of October we fell back slowly from Independence to Big
Blue, and formed our lines. On the 2l*d of October, early in the morn
ing, I sent Lieutenant ITubbard on the extreme right of our lines

(about two miles from the road) to make observations, and Lieutenant

Xeely on the extreme left, about half a mile from the road, for the same
purpose. Both officers were instructed to make reports every thirty

minutes, whether there was anything to report or not. As we could
not open signal communication to where the general was on the road
on account of heavy timber, they were instructed to send messages by
courier. The reports sent by those two officers proved to be in every
way reliable and of the utmost importance to the commanding general.
By his order. I sent copies of all messages as fast as they come in to

Major-General Blunt, Major- General Deitzler, and Colonel Blair,

commanding, respectively, the right, left, and center of the army.
At this time Lieutenants Roberts and Quinby were acting as aides

on the staff of General Curtis. About dark, as the enemy had moved
to our right, our line fell back, and, by order from General Curtis, I re

ported with Lieutenants Hubbard and jSTeely to him at Kansas City,
where he had established his headquarters. Inclosed I send reports
of Lieutenants Hubbard and Neely, with list of messages sent that day
and during the remainder of the campaign. Here I must remark that
the two officers mentioned above merit my warmest approbation for the

energy displayed and the reliability that attended their dispatches. It

was their first experience in the field as signal officers, and they did

their duty well. Early next morning, the l3d of October, Lieutenant
Hubbard was sent to the extreme front to open communication with
Lieutenants Quinby and jSTcely, who were stationed on a high house in

Westport, four miles from Kansas City, to which point in the mean
time the general had repaired. Before communication could be estab

lished the enemy were fleeing, and as the general moved out the line

was abandoned. Lieutenants Quinby and Xeely made some valuable

observations, which were verbally reported to the general. Lieutenant
Hubbard also sent a number of messages to the general as he was ad-

* Omitted.
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vauciug. Before daylight of the next day Lieutenant Hubbard took

position on high blue church and sent back important information.

He was with the advance all this day and until noon of the 25th, send

ing back such information as he could pick up. On the morning of the

26th Lieutenants Hubbard and Xeely collected considerable information

from different sources in the vicinity of Fort Scott of such importance
that the commanding general based his orders for that day upon the in

formation sent in by those two officers. In the meantime all the signal
officers were kept busy by the commanding general as aides. On the

1st of November I received a verbal order from General Curtis to furnish

a quartermaster s detail for headquarters, and turned over to Lieuten

ant Fitch, staff quartermaster, titteen men, under charge of Sergeant
Warriuer. On the 5th of November Lieutenant Quinby was sent on

special duty to Saint Louis. A copy of the order is inclosed.* On the

8th day of November the Arkansas River was reached and the chase
abandoned. We had nothing now to do but to return home, a distance

of 300 miles. The officers and men of the corps have acquitted them
selves well. Lieutenants Roberts and Quinby rendered valuable serv

ice to the commanding general as aides, as also did Lieutenant Fitch
as quartermaster; the three officers would have been called upon by
me to do signal duty had there been any such duty to perform. During
the campaign a great many observations and reports were made by the

signal officers that were given to the general verbally, and of which we
have no record, from the fact that we moved so rapidly, making 822
miles in thirty-nine days, an average of twenty-one miles per day.
No lines of communication could be opened, although we were always

ready and anxious to do that kind of work. My thanks are due the

officers, sergeants, and men for the alacrity and willingness with which
all my orders were obeyed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. I. MEEKER,

Captain, Chief Signal Officer, Department of Kansas.

Lieut. Col. \V. J. L. NICODEMUS,
In charge of Signal Bureau, Washington, D. C.

HDQRS. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, DEFT. OF KANSAS,
Fort Leaven worth, November 23, 1864.

Sm: In obedience to published instructions, I have the honor to

submit the following report of the operations of the signal detachment,
Department of Kansas, during the late campaign, after the rebel Price:
On the 10th of October, learning that it was the intention of the

commanding general to take the tield in person, I applied for and
obtained permission to mount all of my officers and such number of my
men as was absolutely needed, and to draw one wagon. This being
accomplished, on the llth of October, with thirty minutes notice, we
started with the headquarters of the commanding general at noon for

the front. In the meantime Lieutenant Roberts, acting signal officer,

by your order, had been appointed an acting aide-de camp. At the
close of the tirst day s march, there being no staff quartermaster, Lieut.

J. R. Fitch, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, was appointed by your order
staff quartermaster. Passing rapidly through Olathe, Wyaudotte, and
Kansas City, we first met the enemy on the Little Blue, near Inde-

* Omitted.
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pendence. While at Wyandotte Lieutenant Hubbard, acting signal
officer, was by -your order appointed acting assistant adjutant-general
in charge of returns. After falling slowly back, our lines were formed
on the Big Blue. Early next morning I sent Lieutenant Hubbard to
the extreme right of the line about two miles from the road for the
purpose of making observations of the enemy s movements, and Lieu
tenant Xeely to the left of the line, half a mile from the road, for the
same purpose. The places selected by those two officers (assisted by
Lieutenant Roberts) were admirably adapted for the purpose intended.
Each one had a tine view of the Independence road and surrounding
country and could see any and all important movements of the enemy.
These two officers were instructed to report every thirty minutes,
whether they had anything of interest to report or not. On account
of heavy timber we could not open signal communication, and mes
sages had to be sent to the commanding general at his headquarters
on the cross-roads by courier. During the day the general rode to

Westport; the signal messages, however, were regularly transmitted to
him by courier. By your order copies of all messages were also sent
to Major-General Deitzler, Major-General Blunt, and Colonel Blair.
These stations were held all day, and the reports sent in were of great
importance, as the entire movement of the enemy to our right was dis
covered, as was also their wagon train.

As the line was withdrawn, about dark, I received your order to re

port with Lieutenants Hubbard and Xeely at headquarters established
at Kansas City. Xext morning, 23d of October, I sent Lieutenant Hub
bard to the front, to open communication with Lieutenants Quinby and
Xeely, placed on top of a high house in Westport. Before communica
tion was fairly established the enemy were fleeing, and as the general
moved to the front the line was abandoned. Lieutenants Quinby and
Xeely, however, sent valuable observation messages to the general, as
did also Lieutenant Hubbard from the front. Before daylight of the
next day Lieutenant Hubbard left Santa Fe, and took position on high
blue church and sent back important information; he was with the
advance all this day, and until noon of the 25th, sending back such in

formation as he could pick up. On the morning of the 26th Lieuten
ants Hubbard and Xeely collected valuable information from different
sources in the vicinity of Fort Scott, of such importance that the com
manding general, as 1 am informed, based his orders for that day upon
the information sent back by those two officers. During all these move
ments the other officers of the corps were used by the commanding-
gen oral as aides.

On the 1st of Xovember I received a verbal order from the general
commanding to furnish a quartermaster detail, and in obedience to that
I ordered all my men not used as orderlies to report to Lieutenant Fitch,
staff quartermaster. On the oth of Xovember Lieutenant Quinby,
acting signal officer, was detailed by your order to proceed to Saint
Louis on special duty. On the 8th of Xovember the Arkansas River
was reached and the chase abandoned. During the campaign a great
many observations and reports were made by the signal officers, which
were given to the general verbally and of which we have no record.
From the fact that we moved so rapidly, and spent so little time in any
one place, no signal lines of communication could bo opened, although
we were always ready and anxious to do that kind of duty. The obser
vations made on the line of the Big Blue, and at other places, proved
to be reliable, and -I believe gave satisfaction to the commanding gen
eral.
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My thanks are due Lieutenants Hubbard, Boberts, Quinby, and

Neely, and the men of the detachment for the energy displayed, and
the willingness under any circumstances to obey all orders given them.
With the exception of Lieutenant Boberts, it was their first experience
in the field as signal officers, and they did their duty well. The men of

the detachment were all new recruits, and this was their first campaign.
Lieutenant Fitch, signal officer, being staff quartermaster, was entirely
taken up with his quartermaster duties, and he scarcely came under

my command at all. Tt is presumed, however, he gave entire satisfac

tion to the general and stall .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
ED. I. MEEKEB,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Department oj Kansas.

Major-Geueral CURTIS,
Commanding.

No. 70.

Report of Lieut. Joxiah M. Hubbard, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Acting
Signal Officer.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Lcarenirorth, November 29, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to present the following report of staff

duty performed by me under your order dated October 10, 1804, assign
ing me to duty at headquarters Army of the Border as acting assistant

adjutant-general in charge of returns:

Immediately upon the receipt of the aforesaid order I visited or com
municated directly with all commanders of divisions, brigades, and de
tachments within my reach, and b# tjie 20thjLf October had-succeeded in

procuring returns from the following commands, viz : A division of Kan
sas State Militia, under command of Major-General Deitzler, Kansas State

Militia; the Third Brigade of the First Division; a brigade of volun
teers and militia, commanded by Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado

Cavalry, and a brigade of Enrolled Missouri Militia and Home Guards,
at Kansas City, commanded by Colonel Coates. The returns of these
commands and the detachment whichhabitually accompanied headquar
ters form an imperfect army return, bearing date the 20th of October,
1804. The First and Second Brigades of the First Division left their

camp at Hickman Mills. Mo., on the evening of the same day on which
1 was assigned to this duty and before I was able to reach that place,
and although I made every effort possible I was unable to obtain any
returns from them within the time mentioned. From the 21st to the
27th of October the army was constantly in motion and almost con

stantly in action, and, with your permission, I devoted my time to duty
in the capacity of a signal officer, under the direction of my chief, Cap
tain Meeker. On the 28th of October 1 resumed the effort to procure
returns, and succeeded in getting memoranda of the strength present of
the brigades comprising the First Division, which are consolidated upon
a return bearing date the 28th of October, 1804. The brigades from the

Department of Missouri, commanded by Generals McXeil and Sanborn,
were at the time operating with the army, but though returns from both
were promised me, none were ever received. On the 1st of November the
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brigade from the Department of Missouri, commanded by Lieut. Col.

Benteen, joined the army, and a return bearing date the same day
shows the accessions. On the 4th of November the army reached Fay-
etteville, Ark., and on inarching from that post was further strength
ened by the greater part of its garrison, under command of Colonel

Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry.A return dated the 8th of November, 18G4, shows the strength of the

army, including Colonel Harrison s command, at the close of its exist
ence. The information upon which these later returns were based was
mostly obtained verbally on personal application to commanding and staff
officers of brigades, regiments, and sometimes of companies. Very few
commanders had come into the held prepared or expecting to make
returns of any kind during the active operations of the campaign,
and furthermore their time and thoughts were engrossed by, to them,
more important matters. These and other difficulties under which I

labored, and which it would occupy too much time and space to par
ticularize here, together with my own inexperience in the duties to
which I was assigned, must be my excuse for the incompleteness of
these returns and the imperfect manner in which those duties were
performed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSIAH M. HUBBARD,

First Lieut., llth Kans. Vol. Cav., Acta. tiig. Officer, late A. A. A. G.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Commanding Department of Kansas.

No. 77.

Report of Lieut. Cyrus M. Roberts, Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, Acting

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavcnu orth, December 15, 1864.

SIR: Deeming it my duty, I most respectfully submit the following
report :

On the 22d of October, during the afternoon, when Col. C. R. Jennison s

command was attacked at Byram s Crossing of the Big Blue, you
ordered me at Westport, Mo., to go to Hickman Mills, Mo., and order
all the forces that might be there to immediately re-enforce Colonel
Jennisou. Arriving at the Mills I found Maj. John M. Laing in com
mand of a part of the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry and deliv

ered him your order. His command was feeding. I also saw the Twen
ty-first Regiment Kansas State Militia, which was just ready to mount.
I delivered your order to the colonel (Lowe) commanding, and his regi
ment moved immediately forward &quot;at a trot.&quot; I again went to Major
Laing, as I did not see him preparing to march, and insisted upon his

hurrying forward. Upon this he ordered his command to prepare to

march, and I left him to follow on. I then rode forward and caught up
to Colonel Lowe. When we arrived on the brink of the hill descending
to the Big Blue we saw right ahead of us, as far as the eye could reach,
clouds of dust along the road, and knew it must be the main column of

the enemy advancing. In a very few minutes ( perhaps five) the Twenty-
first Kansas State Militia had dismounted and formed in line of battle
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along
1 the brink of the bill, the horses were led a little way to the rear,

but before the line was formed the advance of the enemy was coming
up the road through a narrow defile at the foot of the hill. Those of

the Twenty-first Regiment who could see the enemy commenced firing-.

Their advance immediately fell back out of sight and formed m a body,
but in a few minutes came forward with a yell. The Twenty-first fired a

volley into them ami they fell back out of sight. While this was going
on Major Laing s command came up where the horses were held, but
instead of rendering the militia assistance they turned immediately
back, leaving the Twenty-first Kansas State Militia to get out the best

way they could. Several of the militia to the rear followed, but Colonel

Lowe, Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson, and myself, drew our weapons and
kept the militia (who were giving way) to the front. The enemy
appeared very much demoralized and did not seem to wrant to give us
battle after this, llolding our position for twenty or thirty minutes
without another attack the skirmishing was constantly going on we
concluded best to mount and pass around the enemy to the west, and,
if possible, join you. It was getting late and darkness came on before we
had gone one mile. On our way through Little Santa Fe we inquired
and found out that Major Laing and his command had passed through
en route to Kansas. 1 have heard that the officers and men with Major
Laing did not wish to turn back, but were eager to assist and thought
it very strange that he did not help the militia. Believing- that the
conduct of Maj. John M. Laiug should not go unnoticed is my reason
for making this statement to you.

I have the honor to state that Colonel Lowe and Lieutenant-Colonel
Robinson behaved gallantly, showing much bravery, although not
accustomed to such heavy fire. Every suggestion that I made to them
was immediately carried out.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS M. ROBERTS,

First Lieutenant find Actiny Aide-de-Camp.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Fort Leavenworth. Kan a.

No. 78.

Report of Hon. Jam en II. Lane, Volunteer Aide-rtc-Camp.

In compliance with your request that I report to you the part I took
in the recent campaign against Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, and what facts
came under my observation during that campaign, as volunteer aide-

de-camp upon your staff, I have the honor to submit the following:
On my arrival at Fort Leavenworth from Washington City, via Saint

Louis, I found you absorbed in preparations to resist the invasion of
Kansas by the rebel army under General Price, which was then march
ing through the State of Missouri intact, gathering strength day by
day as it approached our border. The military force of the department
having been rapidly concentrated in the eastern portion of the State,

comprising volunteers and militia, all under the immediate command
of Major-General Blunt,! reported to you at Olathe ou the 10th of
October and entered at once upon duty. From the 10th to the 14th 1

was employed with others of your staff, under your personal direction,
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in selecting positions and making- dispositions of troops along the
border and on the Blue, visiting for that purpose TVyaudotte, Kan
sas City, Independence, and Ilickinan Mills. At this point General
Curtis directed General Blunt, with the brigades of Colonel Moonlight
and Colonel Jennison, to move eastward nutil he found the enemy, and
to learn the exact position and line of march which had hitherto, from
all information obtainable from any quarter, been but mere conjecture,
with instructions to harass and impede him in every possible manner,
at the same time ordering me to accompany the expedition, while lie-

returned to Wyaudotte to superintend the further organization of his

army. Acting upon the information received of the capture of Sedalia

by the enemy, and supposing him marching upon Warreusburg, Gen
eral Blunt moved in that direction. leaving Hickman Mills after dark,
and making a march of thirty miles the night of the l.jth, to Pleasant
Hill. Between Pleasant Hill and Ilolden AVC met 200 or 300 Missouri
militia falling back from Warrensburg, who joined our force and were
engaged in the further operations of our detachment. At Holden,
receiving definite information that the column which had destroyed
Sedalia had moved north toward Lexington, General Bhvnt at once
determined to move direct to Lexington, with the hope of reaching it

in advance ot the enemy, with a view of saving the Government prop-,
erty. Arriving here we found the town evacuated by our troops, who
had taken away the greater part of the public property, and the bush
whackers, under Poole, in possession of the place. Colonel Moonlight
was ordered to charge, wrhich he did gallantly, driving out the enemy,
killing and wounding some and taking several prisoners.
General Blunt established headquarters in the town, and made such

disposition of his force as would best defend the several approaches to

the place, and awaited the approach of the enemy, whose advance
was then but a lew miles distant. At 1 p. in. of the 19th the head of
Price s column struck our force under ColonelJeimison on the, Waverly
road. Colonel Moonlight was ordered to move at once to the scene of

action, General Blunt and myself preceding him. The two brigades,
then consolidated, were disposed across the road from Lexington to Inde

pendence. By the stubborn fighting and skillful management of the

troops, General Blunt held the enemy for five hours, falling back slowly
at night down the Kansas City road, not, however, until almost sur
rounded and enveloped by the vastly superior number of Price s advanc
ing columns, which pursued us closely for seven miles to the Little

Blue. On the morning of the 20th we took up a position on the north
bank of the Little Blue, determined to dispute the passage of that stream
with all our force, while I was dispatched to General Curtis, then at

Independence, to inform him of the position of affairs. 1 found General
Curtis at Independence, having formed his forces on the Big Blue, and
being engaged in fortifying the fords on this stream, determined to make
his final stand on that line. lie then ordered all of General Blunt. s

force back to this position, except Colonel Moonlight s brigade, which
was left with orders to burn the bridge and delay the enemy as long
as possible at the Little Blue. About 9 o clock on the morning of the
21st information reached us that the efforts to burn the bridge on the
Little Blue had failed, that the enemy were forcing the passage of the

river, and were engaging Colonel Moonlight; Colonel Jennison s brigade;
and Colonel Ford s brigade, including McLain s battery, were at once
ordered forward under General Blunt, General Curtis following quickly
after and superintending movements on the field. The engagement
here was severe and desperate, the troops fighting with courage and
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dauntlessness creditable to veterans. The commanding general, assisted

by General Blunt, who seemed everywhere present, the bravest of the

brave, was constantly under lire, directing movements, and inspiring by
his own example his greatly inferior force, till flanked and threatened
with annihilation, he fell back from ridge to ridge, fighting at Independ
ence until dark, when he crossed the Big Blue, establishing headquar
ters for the night on the north bank, on the road leading to Kansas City,
the enemy meanwhile going into camp at Independence.
On the nuJrning of the 22d the enemy commenced demonstrations at

the different fords along the stream, but was stubbornly resisted at

all points. His superior numbers, however, enabled him at length to

force a crossing at Byranf s Ford, but his advance was sharply resisted

back to the vicinity of Westport, when, night coming on, our main
force was withdrawn to Kansas City and placed in line of battle, leav

ing a sufficient force in the neighborhood of Westport for observation.

During the night we learned from prisoners and other sources that
Price with his entire army, estimated at 35.000 men, was upon us, intent

upon the capture of Kansas City and Leavenworth, and the devasta
tion of our State, and that rieasonton, with his cavalry, was close at

hand. At daylight all the troops were moved forward to Westport,
and put in line of battle, where Colonel Moonlight and a portion &amp;lt;of the
militia were engaging the enemy. The fight soon opened along the
whole line, and while unabated, the welcome sound of General Pleason-
tou s artillery was heard thundering in the rear of the enemy, which
was soon followed by a courier from General rieasonton himself con

firming our hopes and reassuring us of present help. Immediately on

receipt of this intelligence General Curtis ordered a charge along the

whole line, in which all participated, from commanding general to

soldier, the volunteers and militia charging with great impetuosity mid
cheers and shouts. The enemy, at first resisting with desperate deter

mination, soon began to waver, gave way slowly and doggedly, but at

length, broken by the resistlessness of our troops, and terror-stricken

from the sound of artillery in their rear, turned their faces southward
and fletl precipitately. The enemy beaten, disheartened, and flying,
the pursuit was taken up, General Blunt s division in front, and was
continued for fifteen miles to Little Santa Fe, when night ended the

day s operations. / During the pursuit, about ten miles from the battle

field of the morning. Generals Curtis, rieasonton, and Blunt met for

the first time at the farm-house of Mr. Thomas, and the plan for pur
suit was freely discussed. General Pleasonton was desirous to make a
detour to the lei t by the way of Harrisonville. General Curtis insisted
on massing the command and pushing the pursuit, which was finally

agreed upon. The following morning the pursuit was resumed by the
combined force of Curtis and Pleasonton, except McNeil s brigade,
which came up during the march. General Blunt still in the advance,
General Curtis having assumed command of the whole force.

At West Point, the pursuit still continuing, the order of march was
changed, owing to the exhaustion of General Blunt s men, and that

portion which had fought at Lexington not having tasted food for days,
and General Pleasonton s division was placed in the advance, General
Blunt having meanwhile detached Colonel Moonlight s brigade to

operate on the right and for the protection of Olathe, Paola, Mound
City, and Fort Scott, on the Kansas border. In this order the march
was continued during the night to the Trading Post, where our column
came up with the enemy about 1 o clock in the morning. He at once
took up his flight, leaving behind him wagons, provisions, and plunder
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of every description, and was liotly pursued by our advance to Mine
Kun, where lie made a stand, and was beaten with the loss of one piece
of artillery. At the Osage he made another stand, and was again
beaten, losing seven guns and many prisoners, among whom wereMar-
madnke and Cabell.

At Chariot, near Fort Scott, he was again beaten. At this point
General Pleasontou, deeming rest and sleep necessary to his command,
withdrew to Fort Scott (against the earnest protest of General Curtis,
who sternly insisted upon camping on the trail of the retreating

foe), and from there returned to Saint Louis. On the following morn
ing General Curtis resumed the pursuit, and at night camped at

Shanghai, and the next day, the 27th, his force reached House s

Point about 2 p. m., where, being relieved from further duty, I left the

army and returned home.
The foregoing is a brief resume of what I saw and participated in

during these eventful days.
I cannot close this report without expressing.the thanks of the peo

ple of Kansas for the gallant defense made of our State. Devastation,
ruin, and rapine threatened our border towns; an insolent and hopeful
foe had placed himself, almost without interruption, within a day s

march of our chief city ;
his avowed purpose was to sack and burn

wherever he touched our soil. lie was met, checked, beaten back, and
finally put to rout by the skill and energy of the commanding general,
and the indomitable, persistent, and dogged fighting of volunteers and
militia. It would be impossible to mention particular instances of

meritorious conduct, where all did so well, without seeming injustice to

some, and I therefore reluctantly refrain from doing so. The States of

the great Northwest, whose troops participated in this brief but im

portant campaign, have added another to the long list of brilliant

achievements won by them during the war. To the militia of my own
State, who sprang to arms with the alacrity of other days, at the

approach of the foe, I will be permitted to tender special thanks.

Going out without the hope of fee or reward, some have fallen, others

have been maimed for life, while all have testified their devotkm to the
common cause, and their love for our gallant young State; to one and
all of these let us be ever grateful.

Respectfully submitted.
J. H. LANE.

Maj..C. S. CIIARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant-General .

No. 79.

Report of Hon. tiamuel C. Poweroi/, Volunteer AifJe-de-Camj).

WASHINGTON, 1). C., December ,

;

;, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report, in obedience to general field orders,
dated Camp Arkansas, November 8, 18C4, that on the 10th day of

October, 1804, 1 tendered my services as volunteer aide-de-camp on the

staff of Major-General Curtis, commanding the Army of the Border,
and was accepted and appointed by him. The work of bringing for

ward the militia of Kansas and of organizing them for a vigorous
defense of the State was then going on. 1 rendered what assistance

I could from day to day, and on Tuesday, October 18, went to Hick-
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man Mills, Mo., to inspect and report upon the number and condition
of the troops stationed there. Tpon my return on Wednesday, the

lt)th, and according with the recommendation, General Curtis ordered
the release of General Fishback (who had been under arrest by order
of General Blunt) and directed him to report to his command. I then

proceeded to the regiments from Atchison County, encamped near

Wyandotte. and persuaded them, in obedience to orders from the com
manding general, to cross the State line and proceed to the front,
then in the border of Missouri. Colonel Treat s regiment, Kansas
Twelfth, moved to Independence, and on Friday night Colonel Quigg s

regiment inarched to the Little Blue and were placed under General
Deitzler, on the extreme left of our line. Then early Saturday morn
ing, October 22, I aided in bringing forward other regiments, until by
10 o clock all our militia on the line near to Wyaudotte had advanced
to the front, and a guard was placed at the bridge over the Kansas
River that none could return. During this day (the 22d) I witnessed
the tight a little south of Westport, and from the results of that day
suggested the necessity of placing a line of pickets up the Kaw River
to give notice at headquarters of any attempt on the part of the enemy
to cross- the Kaw River and attack the city of Leavenworth; and in

obedience to orders I spent part of the night ami nearly all of the next

day in guarding the fords of the Kansas River, and used for that pur
pose in addition to the troops on the line of the river one company of
Delaware Indians that I found in camp near to Pratt s Mission, num
bering 140 men. On the evening of the 23d (Sabbath) I returned to

the State line near Westport and found the enemy completely routed
and the commanding general and all our cavalry in close pursuit. 1

followed on Monday morning until I saw that the rebels were running
away from Kansas and our State was safe. I spent the time then in

taking care ,of the wounded and burying the dead, after which 1 sent
in to headquarters my resignation and returned home.

I cannot close without expressing my entire approbation of the man
ner and spirit in which General Curtis conducted the defense of my
State, and even admiration for the gallantry and courage with which
he met and pursued the rebels, and the kindness I received and the

good conduct manifested by all the regular members of his staff will

live in my memory as among the most pleasing recollections of those
most trying and eventful days. Kansas and the country must rejoice
that there were brave soldiers on that day to fight, and that .there was
a Major-General Curtis to plan and to lead.

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest esteem, very
truly, &c.,

S. C. POMEROY.
Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Xo. 80.

Report of Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, V. 8. Army, commanding First

Division, Army of the Border.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH KANSAS,
Paola, December 2i, 1864.

For the information of the major-general commanding the depart
ment I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
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taken by the First Division of the Army of the Border in the recent

campaign against the rebel army under command of General Sterling-
Price :

On my arrival at Fort Leavenworth from the District of Upper
Arkansas, on the 9th of October, 1 was directed to proceed to Olathe
and report from that place by telegraph for orders. Arriving there on
the morning of the 10th, 1 was assigned, by orders from department
headquarters, to the command of the District of South Kansas, to

relieve Major-General Sykes, and immediately assumed command by
telegraph, with headquarters at I aola and in the rield, and proceeded
at once to put the small force in my district in condition for active serv
ice. At 1 a. in. of the loth I received a telegram from the command
ing general to move with all my mounted force and artillery to Hick-
man Mills, Mo. At daylight I marched with all the force immediately
at hand, consisting of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, detach
ments of the Fifth and Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, First Col
orado Battery, and a portion of the Fifth and Tenth Regiments of

Kansas State Militia (mounted), and arrived at Hickman Mills at 11

a. m. of the 14th. On the following day (the 15th of Oetober^the Fif
teenth Kansas, battalion of Third Wisconsin Cavalry, detachment of

Fourteenth Kansas, Sixth Regiment Kansas State Militia, and right
section of Second Kansas Battery, under the command of Colonels Jen-
nison and Blair, who had been directed to join me by forced marches,
reported to me in camp at llickmau Mills. The force was then organ
ized as follows: First Brigade, commanded by Col. C. R. Jenni-

son, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, consisting of the Fifteenth Kansas
Cavalry, battalion Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and four li* pounder
mountain howitzers; Second Brigade, commanded by Col. Thomas
Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to consist of the
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, detachments of the Fifth and Sixteenth
Kansas Cavalry, aud four 12-pounder mountain howitzers; the Third

Brigade, commanded by Col. C. W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Vol
unteer Cavalry, comprising the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regi
ments Kansas State Militia, First Colorado Battery, and right section

of Second Kansas Battery, and detachment of Fourteenth Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, Brigadier General Fishback to have the immediate
command of the State Militia, reporting to Colonel Blair. Early on
the morning of the Kith General Fishback, of the militia, and Col. J.

D. Snoddy, of the Sixth Regiment State Militia, refused to recognize

my authority to command the militia force and ordered them to return

to Kansas. The matter was promptly disposed of by placing General
Fishback and Colonel Snoddy in close arrest for disobedience of orders
and mutinous conduct in the face- of the enemy. The Sixth Regiment
was directed to choose another colonel, which resulted in the selection

of the veteran soldier, Col. James Montgomery, under whose. leadership
the regiment did gallant service, and no further conflict of authority
occurred between myself and the militia during the remainder of the

campaign, and in this connection J desire to do justice to the militia

here referred to, the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiments, by stating the

fact that none others, except the t\vo officers alluded to as placed in

arrest, either officers or soldiers, evinced any other disposition than to

do their whole duty and move against the enemy in Missouri or else

where that he could be found. Nor could 1 attach so much criminality
to the acts of Brigadier-General Fishback and Colonel Snoddy, espe

cially of the former, and intlict upon them the summary punishment pre
scribed by the rules of war, viz, death, as would have been the case had
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I not known that they were the instruments selected by the Executive
of Kansas and others, their superiors in the militia organization, to

carry out their mischievous and disgraceful designs.
At 4 p. m. of the 16th I was ordered to move with all my mounted men

of the volunteer force to Pleasant Hill, f marched at 7 o clock the same
evening with the First and Second Brigades, comprising a total of about
2,000 men, and eight 12-pounder mountain howitzers, arriving at Pleasant
Hill at 1 a. m. of the 17th, halted until daylight, and then moved east on
the Warrensburg road. After marching about ten miles met a squad of

Missouri militia and Union citizens, of Warrensburg, who reported to me
that on the 15th the rebel General Shelby had captured the town and
garrison at Sedalia, and that his advance was moving into Warrens
burg when they evacuated the place. I directed the militia to turn

back, and the command proceeded to Holden. arriving there at 11 a. m.

Halting at this point I sent Major Foster, of the Seventh Enrolled
Missouri Militia, with a. party of scouts and telegraph operator, to

Warrensburg to. make a reconnaissance. At 5 o clock that evening
Major Foster reported to me by telegraph that no enemy had been in

Warrensburg, but that after the capture of Sedalia General Shelby s

force had rejoined Price s main command near the Missouri Itiver be
low Waverly. Upon learning, from what I considered reliable authority,
that Brigadier-General Sanborn, in command of the cavalry of General
Itosecrans department, was at or near Dunksburg, and that General
A. J. Smith s divisions of infantry and artillery were within supporting
distance, I sent couriers to General Sanborn with dispatches notifying
him of my position and movements, and urging upon him the propriety
of uniting our forces and promptly commencing an offensive movement
against Price. With the view to carrying out this plan 1 telegraphed
to the commanding general, requesting him to send forward to my sup
port, on the Independence and Lexington road, the brigade of Colonel
Blair and the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry,
and at 7 p. m. marched for Lexington, at which place my advance,
under Colonel Moonlight, arrived at 10 a. m. of the 18th. The place
had been evacuated by the Federal forces for several days, and wras

occupied by no force of the enemy, except a small party of guerrillas,
several of whom were killed and captured by my advance.

Upon occupying Lexington I obtained reliable information that the
advance of Price s army, under Shelby, was at Waverly; that Price
was calling in all detachments sent out for recruiting and other pur
poses and was concentrating his forces to meet an expected attack
from the forces of General Koseerans. On the li)th, at 11 a. m., while
I was momentarily expecting the arrival of re-enforcements I had
requested to be sent to join me at Lexington, and also to receive an
answer to my dispatch to General Sanborn, a courier arrived with

dispatches- from the general commanding informing me that in conse

quence of the embarrassments thrown in his way by the Governor of

Kansas and others relative to moving the militia out of the State, no
re-enforcements could be sent to me. At the same time it was reported
to me that my pickets were attacked and were being driven in by the

enemy, who were advancing in force in three columns. The pickets
were re-enforced and instructed to resist the enemy s advance, while
the command was immediately put in position in line of battle south
east of the city, facing a section of open and undulating country, with
cultivated fields extending from one to two miles in our front, with the

Independence road in our rear, upon which I designed to fall back
whenever it became necessary. As the enemy moved steadily up and
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massed his force in my front, I became well convinced that the whole
of Price s army was present, and with the small force of my command
I determined not to bring on a general engagement, but to develop his
force and movements and accomplish the object of a reconnaissance.
An irregular tiring upon the skirmish lines of the contending forces,
with occasional artillery firing, was kept up for nearly two hours, when
their long-range guns opened a brisk fire in my front, to which my
short-range howitzers could not reply with effect, and being pressed by
an overwhelming force, with an attempt to Hank me on the rig-lit and
left, I directed the command to withdraw and fall back on the Indepen
dence road. This movement was accomplished in good order, the
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, under the immediate command of Colonel

Moonlight, covering the retreat in a gallant manner. The last position

occupied by the rear guard with four mountain howitzers was held
until dark and until the small command was almost entirely enveloped
by the superior numbers of the enemy, when, under cover of the night,
we moved by easy marches in the direction of Independence, having in

the operation of the day punished our adversary severely, but what
was of greater importance, developed his position, strength, and move
ments, the first instance in which it had been done since lie had crossed
the Arkansas River on his raid into Missouri.
At 9 a. m. of the 2()th L reached the crossing of the Little Blue, nine

miles east of Independence, and finding a strong natural position for

defense on the west side of that stream I halted my command and
camped in line of battle, sending to Independence for rations, and

requesting the general commanding to send forward to me the Six
teenth Kansas Cavalry, Second Colorado Cavalry, and First Colorado

Battery. In response to my application for re-enforcements with the
view of making a stand at the Little Blue I was ordered by the general
commanding to leave four squadrons at that point as an outpost and
move with the remainder of my command to Independence, assigning
as a reason that in consequence of the action of the Governor of Kan
sas and others of the State authorities he was unable to move the
State militia any farther into Missouri. In pursuance of these instruc

tions, I left Colonel Moonlight, with the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, with
instructions to burn the bridge across the Blue if the enemy advanced
in force, and to make such resistance as he could, until I could be
notified. Early on the morning of the 21st I was directed to move
with all the volunteer force back to the Little Blue, and just as the
command had commenced to move I received a dispatch from Colonel

Moonlight informing me that the enemy were advancing in force; that

he had burned the bridge, and was engaging their advance. The com
mand was now pressed forward as rapidly as possible, but on arriving
upon the field I found that the small force under Colonel Moonlight,
although making a stubborn resistance, had been forced back by
superior numbers, and we had lost the strong position on the west side

of the Little Blue, before alluded to, and where I had hoped to have
held Price in check until General Kosecrans forces came up on his

rear, had circumstances have permitted me to remain there, as I had

suggested the day previous. As soon as the troops could be got into

position, a gallant attempt was made to push back the enemy and
retake the ground we had lost, when their line was driven back nearly
a mile, but the vastly superior numbers of the enemy enabling them to

push forward heavy flanking columns on my right and left, compelled
me to fall backjn the direction of Independence. The retreat was con

ducted in perfect order, every foot of ground being stubbornly con-
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tested, aud the troops exhibiting a decree of coolness in the face of an

overwhelming enemy seldom equaled. The, fighting lasted nearly
six hours, the enemy s fire ceasing about 4 p. in., when he refused to

advance against my last line of battle formed on the east side of Inde

pendence. At 5 o clock the command moved in column to the main

camp of the militia on the Big Blue, where defensive works had been
constructed, arriving there about 8 p. in.

The Fourth Brigade, under command of Col. James H. Ford, Second
Colorado Cavalry, consistingof the Second Colorado Cavalry, Sixteenth
Kansas Cavalry, and First Colorado Battery, which had been detached
from the Third Brigade by order of the commanding general, reported
to me for orders on the morning of the battle of the Little Blue and

participated in all the operations of the day, and to Colonel Ford and
his command is due great credit for their coolness and gallantry. To
Col. Thomas Moonlight and the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry for their gal

lantry displayed in resisting the advance of the enemy on the morning
of the 21st until re-enforcements arrived, as also their gallant conduct
in covering the retreat at Lexington on the 19th, special commenda
tion is due, nor can I omit to make special mention of JNhij. li. H. Hunt,
of the staff of the commanding general, for the gallant service he ren
dered with the howitzer battery of the general s escort. Early on the

morning of the 22d I directed the First Brigade, under Colonel Jen-

uison, to proceed up the Big Blue, a distance of four miles, to Byram s

Ford to defend the crossing at that point, and for the same purpose
sent the Second Brigade, under Colonel Moonlight, to Hinkle s Ford,
about two miles above the main crossing. At about 9 a. in. a small

force of the enemy advanced on the main road from Independence to

Kansas City, which proved to be only a feint to divert attention from
the movement on our right Hank in the direction of Byram s Ford. At
1 o clock I heard artillery firing on my extreme right, from which I in

ferred that Colonel Jennison s command had been attacked, and im

mediately dispatched a courier to Colonel Moonlight to re-enforce him
with the Second Brigade, but before Colonel Moonlight had time to

arrive on the ground Colonel Jennison was forced to retire and the

enemy had flanked our position on the Big Blue, and was crossing that

stream in force. The First and Second Brigades kept upon their flank,
and when near the State line attacked the right of their column, turned
his flank, and punished him quite severely, the fighting continuing until

dark. Finding the position of our army on the Big Blue flanked by
the enemy, and in the absence of superior authority, I directed Major-
General Deit/ler, in command of the Kansas State Militia, to withdraw
his command to Kansas City, and dispatched orders to Colonels Jenui-

son, Moonlight, and Ford to remain with their commands in front of

the enemy in the vicinity of Westport.
All of the night of the 22d was occupied in getting ammunition and

subsistence to my command, with the view of commencing the attack

upon the enemy at daylight the following morning. Daylight on the

morning of the 23d revealed the enemy in force on the open prairie

directly south of Westport and about two miles distant. Col. C. W.
Blair s brigade of State militia was ordered out from Kansas City at 3
a. m., and at daylight my whole command was in motion, moving
in column through Westport and across Brush Creek, and soon after

sunrise the First, Second, and Fourth Brigades were deployed into line

of battle on the south side of the timber skirting Brush Creek, where

Shelby s division, of Price s army, was advancing upon my line. Skir
mishers were thrown forward and the engagement w

yith small-arms and
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artillery soon became general. My advance line being bard pressed I

ordered Col. C. W. Blair to advance with the Sixth and Tenth Kegi-
ments State Militia, to support the right of iny line and guard my right
flank, which order was executed with great promptness. Time being
required to get the militia arriving from Kansas City dismounted and
in position, and the contest in front being severe and unequal, I

directed my advance line to fall back to the north side of Brush Creek.
The enemy advanced a short distance, but did not attempt to attack my
second line, with the exception of a small force that approached through
the timber to attack my left flank. This force was promptly repulsed
by the Fifth and Nineteenth Uegimeuts of State Militia, under Colonels
Colton and Hogau. The militia having all arrived on the field I

ordered a general advance of my entire line, which was promptly exe
cuted. The engagement now became earnest and spirited, the artil

lery of my division being served with excellent effect, punishing the

enemy severely. At 12 o clock the center of their line gave way, and
what then commenced as a retreat of the rebel forces soon became a

complete rout, their broken lines flying in disorder, with my cavalry
and artillery in j apid pursuit. After the rout and pursuit had contin
ued for nearly two miles, I came in sight of the forces of General
Pleasontou on my left, with his lines formed at right angle with mine,
and a portion of Price s command, which he had been engaging (luring
the day, was still confronting him. When within about 800 yards of
the left of the rebel line, and when they were about to charge General
Pleasonton s line, twenty piec.es of artillery of my command poured a

raking tire into their flank, which threw them into confusion and stam

peded them, with the main column of the retreating enemy. The cav

alry of my division continued to press closely upon their rear until

dark, followed by the cavalry of General Pleasonton s command. The
Second Brigade bivouacked on the night of the liikl at Aubrey, while
the remainder of the division halted at Little Santa Fe.

1 directed Colonel Moonlight to move on the morning of the 24th on
the flank of the enemy to protect the border of Kansas from raiding

parties that might be detached from Price s main column, and with the
remainder of the division, in pursuance of orders, moved on the Line

road, on the trail of the retreating rebels. At p. in. reached West
Point, when it became evident that the enemy had gone in the direction

of Fort Scott, and being near four miles in advance of General Pleas
onton s command. I halted, to enable him to close up. The garrison at
Fort Scott being weak, and a large amount of public property en

dangered, I dispatched a courier to Colonel Moonlight to pass around
the enemy s flank with his command during the night and proceed to

that post for its protection. At- 8 o clock my scouts that 1 had sent to

ascertain the position of the enemy reported to me that he was en

camped at the Trading Post at the crossing of the Usage, and soon after

1 was ordered to let General Pleasonton s command take the advance,
and in this order the march was continued until near midnight, when
the rear guard of the enemy was overtaken. In the battle of the _J.&quot;&amp;gt;th

my command, excepting three squadrons of the Second Colorado

Cavalry, was prevented from taking part in consequence of the order
of march being changed the night previous. Une brigade of Pleason
ton s division occupying the ford at the Usage 1 was unable to effect

a crossing until late in the day. At dark on the evening of that day I

came up with the brigade of General McNeil, of General Pleasonton s

division, which was at a halt on the prairie about three miles northeast

from Fort Scott. General McNeil, with his brigade, had just repulsed
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the enemy in their last attempt to make a stand, and they had retreated

under cover of the night to the timber of the Marmiton. I there learned
that General Pleasonton, with the remainder of his command, had
inarched to Fort Scott. My command needing subsistence and forage
I made a detour to the right, passing through Fort Scott for the pur
pose of supplying them and be in readiness to follow the pursuit the
next morning.

Early on the morning of the 20th, in pursuance of orders, I marched
with the First, Second, and Fourth Brigades of my division in pursuit
of the retreating enemy, striking his trail near Shanghai, Barton

County, Mo. Moving by way of Lamar, Carthage, and Granby, I came
up with the enemy at Newtonia at 2 p. m. of the 28th. The rebel forces

had encamped in the timber south of the town, on the Pineville road,
with the view of remaining there until the following day, thinking that
the pursuit of our forces had been abandoned, but on discovering my
advance coming in view ou the high ground overlooking the town of

Xewtonia from the northwest, they hastily broke camp and attempted
to move oft . To cover this movement they deployed a force of about

2,000 men upon the prairie to protect their rear. Being convinced of

their intention to avoid a tight, if possible, 1 determined to attack them
at once. The First and Fourth Brigades were with me in the advance.
I had directed the Second Brigade to halt early in the day to procure
forage for their horses to enable me to put them in the advance to press
the pursuit at night; consequently I did not rely upon them to partici

pate in the early part of the engagement. I had supposed that Gen
eral McNeil s brigade, of General Pleasonton s division, was close up
in my rear., and sent back to hurry it forward, while the First and
Fourth Brigades of the First Division were quickly deployed in line,

and under the cover of the fire of the First Colorado Battery, posted
upon the bluff, they swept across the plain at a gallop until within

musket-range of the enemy s line. Skirmishers were rapidly deployed,
and but a few moments elapsed until the engagement became general.
I now ordered forward the First Colorado Battery, which, with a section

of howitzers attached to the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, and under com
mand of Sergeant Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, poured
a destructive fire into the enemy s ranks, it soon became evident that
I was engaging all the available force of Price s army, which outnum
bered me more than eight to one. Their superiority of numbers en

abling them to press upon my flanks with a large force compelled me
to fall back about 500 yards from my first line, which was done in good
order, and the line reformed in the face o&quot;f a terrific fire. The enemy
pressed forward their center, but were promptly checked by the canis

ter from the First Colorado Battery. It was now near sundown, and

my command had been engaged near two hours and their ammunition

nearly exhausted, while a large force of the enemy were passing under
cover of a corn-field around my left flank, and my force being too small
to extend my line in that direction, I was about to direct my line to

fall back and take position on the bluff, when very unexpectedly the

brigade of General Sanboru, of General Pleasonton s command, came
up. I immediately placed them in position on my left, directing Gen
eral Sanborn to dismount his men and advance through the corn-field,
which was promptly executed, repulsing the flanking column of the

enemy, who now abandoned the field and retreated rapidly under cover
of the night in the direction of Pinevilie, leaving their dead and
wounded in our hands. In this engagement (battle of Xewtonia) the

disparity in numbers made the contest unequal, and the fighting ou
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the part of my command was the most heroic that I ever witnessed.
Near one-eighth of my force engaged were killed and wounded, while
the enemy s loss was at least three times greater than ours. To Col
onel Ford, commanding Fourth Brigade of the First Division, and
Lieutenant-Colonel lloyt, commanding First Brigade (in the absence
of Colonel Jennison), great credit is due for their coolness and courage
and the excellent manner in which they handled their troops on the
field. Also among those coming under my personal observation as de

serving of special mention for their gallantry were Maj. James Ketner,
of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, Capt. \V. D. McLain, of First Colo
rado Battery, Capt. J. B. Fond, commanding battalion Third Wiscon
sin Cavalry, and Sergt. George Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas
Cavalry, commanding section of howitzers.

Having cared for my command, and in pursuance of orders my com
mand was in readiness to move again at 3 a. in. of the 29th in pursuit
of the retreating enemy, when I was notified by the general command
ing that in consequence of General Kosecrans withdrawing all the

troops belonging to his department ttie pursuit would here be aban
doned. The division moved during the day to Neosho, when orders
were received at 1 a. m. of the 30th to resume the pursuit. Two days
march was here lost when close upon the rear of the enemy in conse

quence of the order of General Rosecrans withdrawing his troops.

Nothing worthy of special note occurred during the inarch to Pea
llidge, Fayetteville. Cane Hill, and thence to the Arkansas .River,

where, after one of the most extraordinary marches we arrived at 11 a.

in. of November 8, and about three hours after the crossing of Price s

army. At this point the Army of the Border being disbanded, the
First Division returned to their own department in detachments to

enable them the better to procure forage and subsistence.

During this brief but eventful campaign the troops of my command
evinced the greatest degree of heroism and endured all the hardships
and privations without murmur or complaint. Many acts of personal
gallantry occurred which will be appropriately noticed in reports of

subordinate commanders, but L cannot omit, among others already
noticed, to mention the name of Lieut. Col. Samuel Walker, of the

Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, as deserving of special commendation for

distinguished gallantry. To the Kansas State Militia I desire, to ex

press my thanks for the promptness with which they rallied to the
call of the general commanding the department and for the valuable
assistance which they rendered me during the campaign. The Fifth,

Sixth, and Tenth Regiments of State Militia, respectively commanded
by Colonels Colton, Montgomery, and Pennock, were the only part of

the State forces over which I assumed command. They were organ
ized into a brigade under the command of Col. C. W. Blair, of the

Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, and their operations a portion of the time
came under my personal observation, and it is but justice to say that
their conduct was uniformly that of the true soldier and patriot, and

worthy of emulation by their commander-in-chief and other superiors
in the militia organization.
To Colonel Blair too much praise cannot be accorded for his dis

tinguished gallantry as commander of the Third Brigade and also for

his participation in the battles of Mine Creek and the Osage, on the

2oth of October, as a volunteer aide on the staff of Major-General
Curtis, while hi.* command was detained at the crossing of the Osage
and unable to get to the front. Other regiments of the State militia

reported to me at Westport on the morning of the battle of the 23d,
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and although not regularly assigned, received orders from me during
the day, among which I desire to call special attention as having taken

part in the operations of the day and discharging their duty nobly were
the Nineteenth Kegiment, commanded by Colonel Hogan, and the

Twelfth Regiment, commanded by Colonel Treat. The Eleventh Regi
ment, commanded by Colonel Mitchell, which joined Colonel Moon
light s command at Coldwater Grove on the morning of the 24th, is

deserving of credit for efficient service rendered in protecting the
border from incursions of the enemy from that point to Fort Scott.

To my assistant adjutant-general, Capt. George S. Hampton, I am
greatly indebted for valuable services, he having upon all occasions

acquitted himself as an efficient and gallant officer. Surg. S. B. Davis,
my medical director, is deserving of great praise for his indefatigable
labors in providing for the care and comfort of the wounded, not only
of my own command, but also of the command of General Pleasontou,
upon the battle-field and elsewhere. To Capt. B. F. Simpson, Fifteenth
Kansas Cavalry, acting assistant quartermaster; Capt. K. J. Hiiiton,
Second Kansas (colored), aide-de-camp, and Capt. George J. Clark,
Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, acting ordnance officer of my regular-

staff, and to Col. John T. Burris, late of the Tenth Kansas Volunteer

Infantry; Maj. K. G. Ward, of the First Kansas (colored); Maj. Thomas
H. Penney, late of the Thirty-fifth Missouri Volunteers; Capt. T. E.

Milhoan, late of the Tenth Kansas Volunteers, and Capt. A. J. Shan

non, provost-marshal. District of South Kansas, as volunteer aides, I

am also greatly indebted for their valuable services during the cam
paign. I also desire to tender 7iiy thanks to Maj. T. I. MeKeimy and
Maj. C. S. Chariot, of the staff of the commanding general, the former
for valuable assistance he rendered me during the night of the 2Ud of

October, preceding the battle of Westport, and the latter for gallant
services as aide during the battle of Xewtonia on the 28th of October.
To Hon. James H. Lane, Col. W. F. Cloud, and Col. S. J. Crawford, of

the volunteer staff of the general commanding, I am under many obli

gations for valuable services rendered on different occasions. I also

desire to express my thanks to Company E, of the Fourteenth Kansas
Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. W. B. Clark, acting as my escort, for

their uniform soldierly conduct and their gallantry displayed at the
battles of Westport and Newtonia.

I am, major, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
JAS. G. BLUNT,

Major-General.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT.
AssistiDit Adjutant- General^ Department &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f

Kansas.

A I&amp;gt; I) E X DA.

GENERAL j HDQRS. IST Div., ARMY OF THE BORDER.
FIELD ORDERS,

|
Camp on Arkansas River,

Xo. (5. ) Thirty miles icest of Fort timitlt, November 8, 186-1.

I. The pursuit of the rebel army under General Price having been
abandoned, and the Army of the Border disbanded by direction of

superior authority, the general commanding the First Division desires
to express his thanks and admiration to the officers and soldiers of hi?

command for their noble conduct and the gallantry displayed through
out one of the-iuost memorable campaigns of the West.
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On the 16th of October the brigades of Colonel Jennison and Colonel

Moonlight, numbering in all bat 12,000 men, marched from Hickman
Mills, Mo., to Pleasant Hill, Holden, and Lexington, to make a recon
naissance and develop the position, force, and movements of the enemy.
On the 19th of October, at 11 a. m., we were attacked at Lexington

by the enemy, 26,000 -strong, and held the position until their entire

army was developed, wrhen our little force retired fighting and in good
order, until the darkness of night put an end to the contest.
Thus we were enabled to give the first reliable information of Price s

force and movements that was known since he had crossed the Arkan
sas River on his route into Missouri.
On the 21st the brigades of Colonels Jennison, Ford, and Moonlight,

numbering only 3,500 men, fought the battle of the Little Blue, contest

ing stubbornly every foot of ground with an enemy five to one against
them, writh the most glorious results. In this contest the Second Bri

gade, under Colonel Moonlight, is entitled to special commendation for

the gallant manner in which they fought the enemy s advancing columns
until re enforcements arrived.

On the 22d the brigades of Colonels Jennison and Moonlight stub

bornly contested the advance of the enemy at the crossing of the Big
Blue; and at the State line (after the enemy had forced a passage at

Byram s Ford) checked his right flank, and punished him severely.
Thus by striking the enemy in front, arid by three days severe right

ing, he was firmly held in check until the command of Major-General
Pleasonton was enabled to overtake and attack his rear at Independ
ence, and co-operate with us in obtaining the glorious results of the
battle of Westport, on the 23d, when the entire division (including
Col. C. W. Blairs brigade of Kansas State Militia) attacked the enemy s

front, and after a severe conflict turned his right flank, which resulted

in his complete defeat and rout.

In this day s contest credit is due to several regiments of Kansas
State Militia for the gallant part they bore, which will be appropriately
noticed in official reports.
In the battles of the Osage, on the 25th (excepting Companies G, I,

and K, Second Colorado Cavalry Volunteers, commanded by Captains
Greene, Kingsbury, and Elmer), you were prevented from participating
as you desired, because, by the orders of superior officers, die advance
was taken from you, after earning and obtaining it by hard fighting;
but we cannot but admire the conspicuous courage displayed on that

day by our comrades m arms of General Pleasonton s division, who did

their duty so gallantly.
In this day s operations credit is due to the Second Brigade, under

Colonel Moonlight (who was directed, after the battle of Westport, to

move on the right flank of the enemy), for the protection given to the

border of Kansas, and especially Mound City, where they fought and
defeated a superior rebel force and saved the town from destruction.

At the battle of Newtouia, on the 28th ultimo (participated in by the

brigades of Colonels Jennison and Ford), where you fought and defeated

a force ten times your number, a courage and heroisJi was displayed
unparalleled in the history of the war.

To recapitulate: In twenty-three days you have marched over 500

miles, day aiid night, through rain and snow, and fought five bat

tles with an enemy greatly your superior in numbers. You have suf

fered fatigue, hunger, and every privation incidental tc a soldiers

life. The result of your heroic labors (in conjunction with your com
rades of the Army of Missouri) is the complete defeat and rout of a
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formidable rebel army, pursuing them across the Arkansas River, dis

organized and reduced to a mob, and the saving of Kansas from pre
meditated invasion and devastation. For this you are entitled to and
will receive the plaudits of a grateful country. While we drop the

tear of sympathy over the graves of comrades who fell by our sides, we
will ever remember that their death was a noble sacrifice for their

country.
II. The First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Jennison, is author

ized to inscribe upon their banners, Lexington, Little Blue, Big Blue,

Westport, and Newtonia.
The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Moonlight, Lexington,

Little Blue, Big Blue, Westport, and Mound City.
The Third Brigade, Kansas State Militia, commanded by Colonel

Blair, the Nineteenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, commanded by
Colonel Hogan, and the Twelfth Regiment Kansas State Militia, com
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Woodworth, Westport.
The Fourth Brigade, commanded by Colonel Ford, Little Blue, West-

port, and Newtonia; Companies G, 1, and K, Second Colorado Cavalry
Volunteers, will inscribe Osage on their guidons.

JAMES G. BLUNT,
Major- (jeneraL

No. 81.

Report of Col. Charles R. Jennison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, command
ing First Brigade.

HDQRS. IST BRIG., IST Div., ARMY OF THE BORDER,
Fort Scott, November 23, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of operations
of the First Brigade, First Division, Army of the Border, during the

campaign recently closed :

The brigade was organized at Ilickman Mills, Mo., on the loth of Octo

ber, 1864, in pursuance of General Field Orders, No. 2, dated headquar
ters First Division, Army of the Border, in the field, Hickman Mills,

Mo., October 15&quot;, 1864, and consisted of the Fifteenth Kansas Volun
teer Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. Col. G. H. Hoyt, a detachment of

the Third YViscousiii Cavalry, commanded by Captain Carpenter, and
five mountain howitzers, manned by details from the Fifteenth Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, Third Wisconsin and Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry,
the battery being in charge of First Lieut. John Murphy, Company B,
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, who was, however, afterward

relieved, and the howitzers placed in charge of Second Lieut. H. L.

Barker, Company G, Fifteenth, as an officer more experienced in artil

lery drill and practice; a selection fully justified by after events in

the various actions in which the battery was engaged. On the 16th of

October the brigade, in pursuance of orders from division headquarters,
marched from Hickman Mills to Pleasant Hill, Mo., and from thence in

the direction of Warreusburg, Mo. At Pleasant Hill, however, Com
pany A, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, was detached by order of the gen
eral commanding to repair the telegraph line between that point and
Lexington. When a short distance east of Pleasant Hill, the direction

of the line of march was changed toward Lexington, upon which point
a large rebel force was reported advancing. On the 18th of October, after



LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LHI.

a toilsome march of three days and nights, the brigade reached Lexing
ton, going iii to camp near the Fair-Grounds south of the city, where it

remained for the remainder of the day and the night subsequent, no

intelligence reaching us in regard to the movements of the enemy
beyond casual reports of the presence of guerrillas in the vicinity, and
the assurance that a small detachment had temporarily occupied the
town the day previous, procuring supplies, and executing the conscript
laws of the so-styled Confederate States. On the 19th of October, how
ever, about 11 a. m., intelligence was indirectly received at headquar
ters that the enemy was advancing in considerable force in two columns,

by the Dover road, and also from Sedalia. This report was almost im

mediately corroborated by the arrival of scouts, and by messengers dis

patched from the outpost east and southeast. Upon this intelligence
the brigade was instantly formed in the road running through the

camp, and immediately south of the Fair-Grounds, strong scouting
parties being detached to ascertain as far as possible the numbers and
exact direction of the rebel advance. Learning that the enemy would

perhaps make a direct attack upon the city from the Camden road a

portion of the brigade, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt,
was dispatched in that direction to resist the expected attack, the

troops and artillery being advantageously posted in the streets. These

were, however, soon ordered back to their original positions near the Fair-

Grounds, where the entire brigade, [with the] exception of Companies
E and F, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, was formed in line of battle under
direction of the major-general commanding. A detachment of the Third
Wisconsin Cavalry, under Lieut. J, B. Pond, sent out to recounoiter the
Holden road south, having been recalled, the First Brigade on the right
of the line, Company F, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanded by ( apt.
O. A. Curtis, pushed forward in advance of our lines, accompanied by
one piece of the howitzer battery, under Lieut. J. Murphy, Company B,
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and Company E, in command of

Lieut. J. T. Smith, Captain Johnson of that company being detailed as

officer of the day. Deploying a small skirmish line, Captain Curtis
soon met the advance guard of the enemy, estimated at 400 strong,
when a spirited contest wras commenced with small arms, the single
howitzer being used occasionally with excellent effect.

Soon after the fight opened Captain Johnson, Company E, Fifteenth
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, in discharge of his duties as inspector of

the outposts, arrived upon the field, and assumed direction of the two

companies engaged, exhibiting at the outset qualities of coolness, abil

ity, and daring, wrhich have been commented upon to his favor by offi

cers and men engaged. At this point the very unequal contest was
maintained for a considerable period, until our lines wore formed in the

rear, in the position selected by the major-general commanding, and
after the detachments sent to the city and out on the Holden road were
recalled. The advance of the enemy was here, for a time, effect

ually checked, and he was several times repulsed, but by re-enforce

ments from his main column, and bringing rirled ordnance into action,
he was enabled to overcome the feeble barrier interposed bythe advance
of our army, which was compelled to fall back upon the main line of

battle. The enemy s strength having by this time fully developed, and
the superior caliber of his artillery but too plainly apparent, the First

Brigade, in obedience to orders from the major-general commanding,
fell back upon a cross-road leading to the main highway from Lexing
ton to Independence, it being by this time nearly dark. Companies
G, F, and E, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, were detached as
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skirmishets to protect the rear until the entire command was safe

beyond successful pursuit, a duty which was performed to the entire

satisfaction of the commanding officer, and greatly to the credit of offi

cers and soldiers of the companies mentioned. The retrograde move
ment was conducted with the utmost good order, notwithstanding the
difficulties of the road, and the darkness of the night, during which

nothing of importance was abandoned, and officers and men discharged
their duties with as much equanimity as though there were not an army
of 30,000 pursuing closely upon their rear. An accident, to the credit

of Lieutenant Murphy, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and Ser

geant Patterson, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, attached to

the battery, may be mentioned here. Owing to the darkness of the

night and the inequalities of the road, an accident occurred by which
the limber of one of the howitzers was broken, and before it could be

repaired the entire column had passed. Lieutenant Murphy and Ser

geant Patterson, however, remained with the piece, and succeeded in

bringing it oft in the very face of the enemy s pursuing columns. Xo
other accident occurred during the march, and the brigade halted when
about one mile east of the Little Blue, the pursuit having been tempo
rarily given over by the enemy. The next morning the brigade crossed
the Blue, four companies being temporarily left at the bridge, in charge
ot Maj. John M. Laing, while the, remainder proceeded some two or

three miles west, and again halted, awaiting further movements on the

part of the enemy. In the afternoon it marched to Independence,
taking quarters for the night in the vacant buildings of the city.
On the 21st of October, the enemy having advanced from Lexington,

met the Second Brigade at the Little Blue at an early hour in the

morning. The First Brigade was, therefore, ordered to the front, and

immediately proceeded from independence to the field, where it arrived
at about 11 a. m., taking position on the right, Colonel Ford s brigade
forming the center, and Colonel Moonlight s the left. In this engage
ment the Fifteenth Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, and the Third
Wisconsin Cavalry, Lieutenant Pond, were dismounted and disposed
in advantageous positions, which had hardly been accomplished wheu
the lines were fiercely assailed by the enemy at all points and the
contest became extremely spirited, though from the nature of the

ground and the protection of the timber the casualties were not heavy.
For some hours the engagement was maintained with varying results,
our lines alternately falling back and advancing, the howitzer battery
being actively and apparently effectively engaged until it became evi

dent that the enemy was numerically superior to such an extent that
it would be impossible to hold the ground, and a retrograde movement
was commenced in the direction of Independence. In this action, the
first general one in which it had been engaged, the First Brigade gave
evidence of great proficiency in drill, unhesitating obedience, and dis

played throughout a courage and determination worthy of any veteran

corps. In this connection 1 deem it my duty to mention favorably and
particularly the conduct of Maj. J. M. Laing, Fifteenth Kansas Volun
teer Cavalry, who, by his coolness and assured courage, did so much
toward inspiriting the men of my command, not one of whom wavered
for a moment or evinced a disposition to evade the perilous duties of

the situation. Other officers, perhaps equally deserving, will be men
tioned hereafter, but as Major Laing in this action came immediately
under my notice he is first spoken of as a brave, efficient, and deserv

ing officer, one of whom the regiment and the service may be proud.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. as commanding the Fifteenth Kegiment, is too
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well known to need especial eulogium in this instance. Lot it suffice

that he commanded his troops with the cool daring- and soldierly
ability so characteristic of the man, in no manner disappointing the

anticipations of those who know him best. Early in the action Lieut.
W. H. Bisbee, Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, act

ing adjutant of the Fifteenth Regiment, was struck in the shoulder by
a ball, temporarily losing the use of his left arm, but remained upon
the field in the discharge of his duties throughout the engagement,
although several times requested to retire. Falling back through Inde

pendence the First Brigade, with those of Colonels Ford and Moon
light, encamped on the night of the 21st on the west side of the Big
Blue, on the Kansas City and Independence road, no further demon
strations being made by the enemy.
On the morning of the 22d 1 was ordered with the brigade to Byram s

Crossing of the Big Blue, some eight miles from its encampment of the

night previous. Arriving there we were joined by a detachment of
Kansas State Militia, of Colonel [McCain s?) command, which rendered
valuable assistance in obstructing the ford of the river by felling

timber, &c. About 11 a. in. the enemy s advance made its appearance
at the ford, attacking our outposts and attempting to force a crossing.
The ford was so effectually obstructed, however, and in its condition

wholly impassable for artillery, that for some hours little progress was
made, the attacking party being repulsed each time it appeared in the

front, which was defended by a strong skirmish line, securely posted,
and one section of howitzer battery then in charge of Second Lieut.
H. L. Barker, Company (r, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to

whom the command was transferred on the morning of the battle of

Little Blue. At this point the First Brigade held the enemy effectually
in check, notwithstanding his great superiority of numbers, until about
3 p. m., when it became evident that he had succeeded in crossing con
siderable bodies, both above and below, and was rapidly flanking us
both on the right and left. Upon this intelligence (word of which was
sent to the general commanding with the additional report that the
main body of the rebels was apparently in front and determined to

effect a crossing at Byram s Ford) it was determined to retire in the
direction of Westport or Kansas City, toward which it was evident the
efforts of the enemy were directed. Our lines at the ford having been
forced back, the rebels succeeded in crossing a considerable force of
dismounted cavalry, a portion of which was employed in removing
obstructions in the river, while the others were deployed on either side

of the road, and advanced toward us. Then, with a strong body of
rebels pressing upon our rear and in constant expectation that our
flanks would be attacked, the brigade commenced to retreat toward

Westport, contesting every foot of ground until the enemy gave over
the action and retired to the ford. Reaching the open ground some
four or live miles between Westport and the State line, a large body of

troops was discovered on our left advancing in a northerly direction

from the timber of the Blue.

Upon reaching the Line road we were joined by Colonel Moonlight s

command, when the First and Second Brigades were rapidly pushed
forward upon the prairie to resist the advance of the enemy under

Shelby, who had evidently crossed at the ford four miles above Byram s.

Skirmishers were immediately deployed from both brigades, and in a
few minutes the action was commenced along the entire line, entirely
with small-arms. A body of Kansas State Militia coming up soon

after, it was formed in line of battle immediately in rear of First Bn-
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gade, when the rebels, being closely pressed by our skirmish lines,

wavered for a moment, and then began to give ground. Upon this a

general advance of the First Brigade was ordered, and the lines were

rapidly advanced toward the enemy, who, after a slight resistance, fell

back in confusion to the cover of the timber some two or three miles

distant, closely followed by our forces, until, as the sun went down, not

a vestige of the rebel Shelby s division beyond its dead and a few
wounded was to be seen upon the Held. Maintaining our lines for some
time with no further demonstrations from the recent exultant and con
fident enemy our columns were turned toward Westport, which we
reached about 7 o clock in the evening, going into camp between that

place and Kansas City, where the Army of the Border was mostly con

centrated, and as the night wore on we seemed encircled by the camp-
tires of the rebels, which gleamed menacingly from the woods, as if

mocking the anxiety which prevailed throughout our lines. But as the

darkest hour is said to be just before day, so the darkness of that night
foreshadowed the dawn of tinal victory, and the relief of Kansas from

apprehension of rebel invasion.

On the morning of the 23d the brigade was under arms at daylight, and
after having supplied itself with ammunition from the train sent out from
Kansas City, retraced its march of the previous evening, coming upon the

rebel lines about three miles from the town, where it assumed position as

the center of the line, with the brigades of Colonels Ford and Moonlight
on the Hanks. The First Brigade was deployed on the right of the road,
in a large tield traversed by rail and stone fences, which to some extent

impeded active cavalry operations, though affording excellent protec
tion to dismounted troops. Our skirmish lines were immediately formed
and had advanced but a few rods when severe and incessant fire of

small-arms was commenced upon them and replied to with the utmost

spirit, the enemy commencing almost instantly to fall back. Our lines

were then advanced some distance, a rapid tire being kept up from
either side, until the rebels, having received a re-enforcement, made a

desperate stand and succeeded in temporarily pressing us back beyond
our original position, and to the edge of a small body of timber skirting
the wood upon which the Second Colorado, with the Colorado Inde

pendent Battery, was posted. At this point the fighting became again
severe, and a second time we were compelled to retire, a movement
participated in by the entire division; the First Brigade, however, form

ing the right of the new line about 200 yards in rear of its first posi

tion, the Second Brigade hariug left the field. At this point a

desultory fire was kept up for some time, the rebels making no

positive demonstrations, our lines being re-enforced by the militia

under Colonel Blair. At length, however, the enemy pressed forward,
and succeeded in planting one section of a Parrott battery on the Line

road, rendering our position one of extreme danger, his lines being
heavily re-enforced at the same time. Leaving the position we fell back
011 the Line road almost to suburbs of Westport, where the army was

reorganizing and concentrating for a final effort, and soon the order
was received for a general advance along the entire line, which was
obeyed with the utmost alacrity. The First Brigade, with a detach
ment of the Second Colorado and McLaiu s (Colorado) battery, took po
sition on the right of the road, commencing an impetuous attack upon
the rebels, who were rallying for a charge upon the battery, one section

of which was posted directly in the road. Hardly had we taken posi
tion when the enemy charged in column upon the guns up the road,
which were supported by the Second Colorado, the First Brigade being
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to tlie right in front as they advanced, Company K Fifteenth Kan
sas Volunteer Cavalry, forming the left of the brigade line and de
ployed as skirmishers. Seeing that a desperate effort was required to
save the battery I immediately rallied Company E and led in person a

charge upon the flank of the rebel column, a movement which was
entirely successful, though a desperate hand-to-hand contest ensued,
after maintaining which for a short time the enemy withdrew in dis
order toward his main lines southward. In this action especial praise
is due to officers and men engaged, and more particularly to Capt.
Curtis Johnson, commanding Company E, Fifteenth, which was
alone in the charge. During the actions Captain Greene, com
manding the squadrons of the Second Colorado, brought his troops
to our assistance, by which we succeeded in killing and wounding
a large number of the rebels, and taking nearly 100 prisoners.
In the charge Company E sustained a loss of 13 men wounded. To
Captain Johnson I would express the highest sense of his excel
lence and soldierly ability in one of the most trying situations of that
day. In this action Captain Johnson personally encountered Colonel
McGhee, of an Arkansas regiment, both firing with revolvers, the result
of which was that Colonel McGhee was killed, the captain receiving a
ball in the arm, which inflicted a very severe and painful wound, from
which he has not yet recovered. The enemy having fallen back upon
the road, our lines were reformed and again advanced through the
fields on the right of the road, driving the rebels at all points. DirectJy
in the road, at the summit of a slight slope, a body of the enemy seemed
determined to make a stand, Avhen I was ordered by General Blunt to

charge the hill with his body guard and one squadron of the Second
Colorado all of the troops available at that instant. Drawing sabers
and forming columns of fours the squadrons dashed with reckless cour
age up the hill into the very midst of the rebels, who, not waiting to
ascertain our strength, and hardly making a show of fighting, broke
and fled, some into the timber on the left, but a majority down the
road. A detachment was then dismounted and deployed along a stone,

fence skirting the woods and a spirited tire opened on the rebels in the
woods to the left, but these soon made their way out and joined the
main rebel body about a mile distant, where the enemy s lines were yet
unbroken and upon which at this period a section of McLain s battery,
under Lieutenant Eayre, was brought to bear with telling effect. Geii-
erals Curtis and Blunt having reached the scene in person I was
directed to charge the rebel lines with the First Brigade on the right and
left of the road, under cover of a heavy tire from the Colorado battery,
which was worked with rapidity and the utmost precision by Captain
McLain and his lieutenants. Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, with six squad
rons of the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was directed to ad
vance on the left, while, with one company of the Fifteenth, the Third
Wisconsin detachment, two companies of the Second Colorado, and
General Blunt s bodyguard, I took the right. The brigade thus formed
advanced, charging the rebel lines with an impetuosity that overcame
opposition. The enemy then, confused and demoralized, broke and
fled, scattering arms and equipments along the route, and covering the

ground with the debris of a routed army. For more than a mile the

brigade pursued, never drawing rein, while the rebels, too demoralized
to attempt a halt, seemed each determined to save himself as best he

might. In this charge, one of the most glorious in its results during the
war, and perhaps performed with less loss to the attacking party, acts of
individual daring might be mentioned deserving special commendation.
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The conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Hoyt, in particular, upon this occa

sion, as indeed throughout the campaign, was such as to elicit the

highest encomiums from all, and deserves to be recorded as worthy ot

particular emulation. The First Brigade, in advance of the pursuing
column, maintained its position during the remainder of the day, coming
up with the enemy below Little Santa Fe and skirmishing with his

rear until dark. During the pursuit I was accompanied by Major Mc-

Keuny, of Major-General Curtis staff, who is entitled to special mention
for assistance rendered here and elsewhere, as well as for his assured
and courageous bearing upon the field. Early upon the following
morning, having encamped near Little Santa Fe. the pursuit was
resumed, but the First Brigade being in rear did not again encounter
the enemy. We passed the station known as Trading Post, Linn

County, Ivans., on the morning of the 25th, and learning that General
Pleasonton s command was engaged in a running fight with the enemy
some few miles in the advance, pressed forward to the front, but reached
Mine Creek too late to participate in the battle at that point, the rebels

having continued their retreat southward, leaving several general
officers and a large numbt-r of prisoners, artillery, &c., in our hands.
Evidences of the total demoralization of the retiring army were visible

on every hand. Hundreds of muskets, horse equipments, disabled

wagons, S:c., encumbered the field, while the number of dead and
wounded abandoned by the enemy gave proof that his rout was again
complete. Early on the morning of the 26th the brigade reached Fort

Scott, at which it was compelled to halt for a short time in order to

procure supplies, then entirely exhausted, as all rations were carried

by the troops upon their horses.

Leaving Fort Scott about 11 a. m. on the 26th, we reached Shanghai,
Mo., the same night and encamped, having passed General Pleasonton s

command during the day. Leaving this point, the brigade took up a
line of march southward, through Barton and Jasper Counties, Mo.,

reaching Carthage early on the morning of the 27th, and going into

camp some five miles south of the town, the brigade having then the
extreme front of the pursuing column, and being only a few miles be
hind the rear guard of the enemy. Indeed so closely was he pressed
that one squadron of his cavalry retreated only upon the appearance ot

our advance at the point designated as our encampment. The rebel

army was then only four or five miles before us, his rear having passed
about 4 o clock in the afternoon. Here we met a number of paroled
prisoners of the Kansas State Militia who had been released during
the afternoon, after having been stripped of their clothing, shoes, &c.,
and robbed of anything valuable about their persons. These were com
pelled to walk barefoot and

_
almost naked twelve miles until they

reached the advance of our lines, where they were as well cared for as
our circumstances would permit. On the morning of the 28th the march
was resumed, the brigade being then under command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Iloyt, passing the (iranby Lead Mines, Newton County, about
2 p. in., the Colorado Second being in the advance with the Colorado

battery. When within about three miles of Newtonia messengers
passed along the lines from the front with intelligence that our advance
liad overtaken the rebel army at the latter place, and was then engaged.
The command u

forward,&quot;
&quot;

trot,&quot;
&quot;

gallop,&quot; &quot;march,&quot; was given, and
never with more hearty alacrity obeyed, and the brigade swept on
through almost impenetrable clouds of dust to the open ground north
of the town, where our artillery was already posted, and had opened
tire with shell upon the enemy s lines, then distant more than a mile,
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and evidently striving to get into the timber, Reaching the crest of
the hill upon which the battery was posted, the order was given, and
the First Brigade moved rapidly toward the enemy, by this time en

gaged by Colonel Forrl s brigade. The First Brigade was immediately
formed by direction of the general commanding on the right of the line,

commencing a spirited and determined tire at a range of about 500 yards,
the howitzers, under Sergeant Patterson, doing more efficient execution
than at any previous action during the campaign. In this connection
I would mention with particular recommendations to favor Sergeant
Patterson, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, an experienced and
capable artillerist of long service in the Army of the Potomac and else

where. During the whole campaign he remained in the faithful dis

charge of his duties as sergeant of the howitzer battery, which tired

the tirst gun at Lexington and almost the last at Newtonia.
For further details of the battle permit me to extract from the report

of Lieutenant Colonel Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, as

follows, he being in command of the First Brigade by reason of tempo
rary disability of myself caused by accident:

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH KANSAS VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
In the Field, Cherokee Nation, Xovember 9, 1SG4.

On the 28th of October Price was attacked by General Blunt with the brigades of

yourselfand Colonel Ford (Second Colorado Cavalry) at Newton ia, Mo. In this engage
ment it was my privilege to lead your brigade, of which I can only say, none could
have fought more nobly or with more determination, standing under tire a long time
without a cartridge to return the galling fire of the enemy, having expended sixty
rounds to tlio man, the celerity of our movements rendering it impossible for the
ammunition train to keep up. I desire to mention Lieut. Joseph Mackle, acting
assistant adjutant-general. First Brigade, and Lieut. \V. H. Bisbee, Company K,
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting regimental adjutant, for their praise
worthy conduct in the last-named and, in fact, in all the engagements in which this

regiment was employed. Of the oth cers of my command and their men it is not

possible for me to specify particular names, for all were brave and none were cow
ardly or incompetent, maintaining its line of battle unbroken until some time after

dark. The First Brigade, in obedience to orders from the general commanding,
encamped for the night in the town of Newtonia. having brought in all its wouuded,
who were properly cared for and bestowed in the houses of the town.

On the morning of the 29th the brigade marched in pursuance of

orders to Neosho, twelve miles distant northwest, where it remained
until the forenoon of the 30th, from thence retracing its march of the

previous day to Newtouia, and encamping south of the battle-ground
of the 28th. On the 31st, orders having been received to continue the

pursuit of Price, we marched that day to Cassville, encamping between
that post and Keetsville, and some three or four miles from the lat

ter place. November 1 the march was resumed on the Fayetteville

road, over the battle-fields of Cross Hollows and Pea Ridge, the brigade
arriving at Fayetteville November 3 [4], about Ha. m., a few hours after

the attack on that post had been abandoned by General Fagan with his

division of the rebel army. On the morning of 4th [5th j
of November

the brigade resumed its line of march southward, encamping that night
at Prairie Grove, the scene of former victory by our troops under (nil-

present gallant general of division, and whose triumphs were partici

pated in by many now component parts of the First Brigade. On the
5th I Oth

|

we passed Cane Hill, another battle-field of a previous year,

continuing the march night and day with such alacrity as the condition

of our animals would admit until the forenoon of the 8th of November,
when we stood upon the banks of the Arkansas River, near Webber s

Falls, only a few hours after the rear of the late triumphant and jubi-
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lant rebel army had passed over, with only one or two pieces of artil

lery remaining of the three complete batteries with which it entered

Missouri, and its numbers reduced by 10.000 since the rout at West-

port. Jn this camp, November 8, was received the order of the general
commanding dissolving the Army of the Border, and attaching to the
First Brigade for the homeward inarch the Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry, First Colorado and Ninth Wisconsin Batteries, with nearly the.

entire transportation of the army, and in pursuance of which order the

brigade out hemormngof theOthitook up its return lineofmarch, proceed
ing very slowly, however, on account of the nature of the roads, rendered
almost impassable by frequent rains experienced for several days previous
and continuing after our arrival at the river. From the difficulty of pro
curing forage, and the total exhaustion of rations, the march north
ward was necessarily very much retarded, it requiring eight days to

reach Fayetteville, which post we reached on the 10th of November.
But before proceeding farther it became my most painful duty to re

cord the loss of two of the most efficient and faithful officers of my
command, Capt. Orloff Norton, Company L, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry,
and First Lieut. Eminett (loss. Company M, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry,
who were undoubtedly murdered while in charge of foraging parties in

the vicinity of Cane Hill on the 12th of November, as all search for

them has proven fruitless, and when last heard from they were closely

pursued by a large force of guerrillas said to be under command of

Lieutenant Tucks, C. S. Army. Always faithful in the discharge of
their duties, never hesitating in the execution of any order however

hazardous, Captain Norton and Lieutenant Goss had endeared them
selves to the entire command by their uniform kindness and affability
toward all. Their loss is one which can be illy sustained by the regi

ment, and their memory will ever be cherished by all whose good for

tune it was to be associated with them. On the same day (12th) First

Lieut. J. T. Smith, commanding Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Volun
teer Cavalry, in charge of another party, was attacked by an over

whelming force of bushwhackers, and in the fight which ensued Lieu
tenant Smith was very severely if not fatally wounded, he having been
left in a critical situation at the hospital at Fayetteville, Ark. He was
struck in the back and thigh, the former shot going through the body
and coming out below the left breast. The latter was a severe and
painful flesh wound. Lieutenant Smith will probably be permanently
disabled for active service, if indeed he recovers from the effects of his

wounds. I take pleasure, however, in mentioning him here as one of
the most deserving officers of the Fifteenth Kegiment, and one whose
determined bearing throughout the several actions in which the bri

gade was engaged entitles him to the highest praise. Leaving Fay
etteville we continued our march northward through Keetsville and
Bentonville, Ark., and Sarcoxie and Lamar, Mo., arriving at this post
on Wednesday a. in., the 2od of November, 1864, Laving marched since

leaving Hickman Mills, on the l()th day of October, about 1,200 miles,

during the most inclement season of the year, without adequate trans

portation for supplies, subsisting mainly upon the country through
which we passed. The loss in horses has been heavy owing to the want
of proper care and forage, and the exposure to which they have been

subjected, as well as the numberless killed or wounded in action, all of

which loss will, of course, be properly accounted for in the various
returns to the respective departments entitled to receive them. Gov
ernment property of other kinds has been abandoned from the absolute

impossibility of transportation, which will also be fully explained in.

the proper manner.
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lu conclusion permit me to extract briefly from the rejMjrt of Lieut.
J. B. Pond, commanding detachment of Third Wisconsin Cavalry from
the U2d to the 30th of October, when his detachment was ordered to

report to General Curtis at Neosho, Mo., for special service, Lieutenant
Pond having by virtue of rank taken command of the detachment at

Independence, Captain Carpenter being reported sick. The battalion
consisted of portions of Companies A, Lieut. (1. M. Ellis; C, Lieut. .1.

B. Pond; D, Lieutenant Crites; F, Lieut. E. M. Cooper, and M, Lieut.
John M. Bernard, the two latter having remained at Fort Scott without

authority when the brigade marched south, and without making any
explanation whatever relative to their conduct. Lieutenant Bernard s

temptation may have been great, as I have learned he was married

during the absence of his command, a fact precluding the supposition
of an illness sufficient to render him unable to discharge his military
duties. Lieutenant Cooper has not, as 1 have learned, even this pallia
tion for gross neglect of duty, which it might not be improper to char
acterize in more severe terms. How much more worthy the conduct of
Lieutenant Dixon, Company M, of whom Lieutenant Pond thus speaks
jn his report of the battle of Little Blue:

Here Lieutenant Dixon, Company M, fell severely if not. f;it;illy wounded in the
head, while gallantly leading his command into the conflict. In this engagement
Sergeant McMillan, u bravo and efficient non-commissioned officer and soldier, w;is

severely wounded. Other bravo men in the same and other companies suffered in

the engagement, but in tho general exultation over a. common victory the wounded
seemed to forget their anguish and joined in the shout that told the battle won.

I can further corroborate the statements made in the report of
Lieutenant Pond, that in his battalion

In the endurance of wearisome marches and continual fasting (being more than

fifty consecutive hours without food, and nearly all of the time in the saddle after
the severe conflicts terminating with the battle of Westport) officers and men exhib
ited the noblest characteristics of the good soldier.

Of the battle of Newtouia Lieutenant Pond reports that his command,
reduced to thirty-four effective men, was placed on the left of the
Second Colorado, and took part in the charge, led as at Westport by
General Blunt in person, against an enemy so vastly superior, that the

audacity of the charge must have been as conspicuous as its valor.

That we held our position until our ammunition was exhausted, and afterward
until succor came, history will tell and truly: but how. seems a miracle.

In this contest Lieutenant Pond s command lost 4 men severely
wounded and 11 horses killed. The lieutenant concludes his report as
follows:

It affords me pleasure in connection herewith to notice the conspicuous gallantry
and heroism of Lieut. John (Jrites, Company 1). His coolness and self-possession
under the most terrific tire gave to his recruits the full assurance of veterans. He
was the only commissioned officer of the battalion with me when we entered the
battle of Newtonia.

I cannot close my report without more particular and favorable
mention of Lieut. Joseph Mackle, acting assistant adjutant-general
First Brigade, it affording me special pleasure to indorse the deserving-
notice of Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt in his report of the battle of New
tonia. In other actions which Lieutenant Mackle was immediately
engaged with myself I am happy to state that his conduct has been that
of the true and brave soldier throughout.

I transmit herewith a list* of known casualties in the different engage-
* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 commissioned officer and 6 enlisted men killed, 3

commissioned officers and bO men wounded, and 1 enlisted man missing.
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meuts as reported by commanding olheers of the various regiments,
companies, and detachments. Casualties among troops attached to the
howitzer battery are reported with the company lists, except those of
one section from Company E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, in charge of

Sergeant Patterson, Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cav
alry, who reports 1 men wounded, but fails to give their names. Sergeant
Patterson also reports 3 horses killed and 4 disabled by shots. The
sergeant makes favorable mention of Corpl. James Holmes, Fourteenth
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, of his section.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. K. JENN1SON,

Colonel Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry,
Comdy. First Brigade, First Division, Army of the Border.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Kansas.

Report of Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, command-
in

tj
Second Brigade,

HDQRS. ID BRIG., IST Div., ARMY OF THE BORDER.
Paola, Kans., December 15, 1&U4.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken

by my command during the late campaign against the rebel General

Sterling Price:
On the loth of October, at Hickman Mills, Mo., the Second Brigade

was organized as follows: The Eleventh Regiment Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry; Companies L and M, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry; Com
panies A and L), Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. Four mountain
howitzers were in the Eleventh, manned by Company E. On the 10th
the brigade marched into Missouri, in company with the First Brigade
(all under Major-General Blunt), in search of Price s army. After hav
ing gone in a southeasterly direction as far as Holden, Mo., on the War-
rensburg road, our course was changed to Lexington, Mo., which was
captured by the Second Brigade on the 18th. Company B, Eleventh,
had the advance, and skirmished with some bushwhackers in the

streets, killing and wounding several and capturing some prisoners.
Our camp was formed near the college, and it fell to the lot of the
Second Brigade to picket the road leading south, and on which Price
was advancing. Captain Green, Company B, Eleventh, commanded
the picket on the YVarrensburg road, composed of his own company and
Company A, Sixteenth. Captain Palmer, Company A, Eleventh, com
manded the picket on the Dover road, composed of his own company
and Company F, Eleventh. I am particular in mentioning these facts,
because much credit is due these companies for maintaining their posi
tion and holding the rebel advance in check as long as they did.

When, at the battle of Lexington, on the 19th, a retreat was ordered,
the Second Brigade was in the advance and a portion of it dismounted,
so that it fell to our lot to cover the retreat. To enable the division to
move out it became necessary to face the enemy with every man and
use every weapon. The howitzers here did good service, but on leaving
the field the tongue of one of the pieces got broken, so that it was nee-
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essary to lash the limber and piece to other pieces in order to save them,
which was done in the very face of the enemy and under his tire. The
enemy persistently followed us for several miles, and long after dark we
were compelled to fight him on every piece of ground favorable for

making a stand. The enemy outnumbered us more than ten to one, so

that they were enabled to Hank us, as well as press us in the rear,

thereby making our position a warm one and giving us lively work.

Every officer and soldier did well and nobly under the most trying
of all positions. The retreat was continued all night until 2 next

morning. On the same day the division took up position on the west
bank of the Little Blue, eight miles from Independence, and in the
afternoon the Second Brigade was left alone to watch the enemy, tight
him at the crossing, and burn the bridge. It is proper to state here
that the two companies of the Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry were
not with the brigade, as they had been left on the border of Kansas to

watch the guerrillas, and when the balance of the division WHS with
drawn from the Little Blue the two companies of the Sixteenth also

went, leaving me only ten companies of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer

Cavalry. Company G of that regiment being escort for Major-General
Curtis, and Company L, at Fort Eiley, my force being reduced, and the
stream being fordable at almost any point, it was no easy matter to hold
an enemy so numerous and active, all being cavalry. Major Anderson,
Eleventh, with two companies, had command of the bridge, which he
set on fire and held until it was fairly burning, after which he fell back
on the hill and joined the command, who then opened fire on the enemy.
Captain Greer, with his company (I, Eleventh), had been stationed at

a ford about one mile below the bridge, with instructions to hold the

enemy as long as possible. lie retired without firing a shot, but claims
that it was not possible to do otherwise, as the enemy were crossing at

all points.

Being thus menaced on all sides and the object for which I was left

accomplished, the command slowly fell back about two miles, fight

ing. A favorable piece of ground here presenting itself, a new line of

battle wTas formed on the left of the Independence road, and we slowly
began to drive the enemy back over the ground again, dismounting
every man for the purpose of shelter behind stone walls, fences, and
houses, some of which w^ere then held by the enemy, who, after a vigorous
assault, were dislodged, thus affording us an advantage which accounts
for the few killed and wounded on our side, compared with the enemy,
who suffered terribly. The Eleventh Kegiment here behaved like old

veterans, and gave renewed proof of their fighting qualities, driving an

enemy greatly their superior in numbers to the very ground occupied
in the morning. By this time General Blunt had come up, and other

troops were being thrown in on the right to my support. About 200 of

the Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel

Walker, of that regiment, reported to me and did splendid service on
the left. Major Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, chief of

artillery for Department of Kansas, reported about this time with
some mountain howitzers, and rendered such service as only a brave
and gallant officer can render. We thus held the enemy back for

hours, a great portion of the time without any ammunition, supplying
its place with lusty and defiant cheers. It became necessary to with
draw the command a short distance and take up a new position, as the

enemy, ten to one, were thinking us in perfect safety. Shortly after

gaining the new position I received orders to withdraw my men and
mount. The first movement had to be accomplished in the very face of
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the enemy, and giving up to them a line of stone walls rendered the
movement a dangerous one, and had it not been for the command
already referred to, under Colonel Waker, opening a flank tire by my
directions, I question much if the retreat would not have been a
fatal one; and yet it had to be done, as the ammunition train by some
mistake was away in the rear, where 1 joined it, and supplied my com
mand anew. By this time the entire command had fallen back, and the,

Second Brigade, as ordered, formed a new line of battle on the east
side of Independence. About this time Captain Huntoon, with his com
pany (H) of the Eleventh, joined the command. The captain had, by
my order the day previous, been sent up Little Blue about four miles to

guard a ford and check the enemy, which he did in his usual gallant
style, never abandoning his position, although pressed,, in a manner iso

lated, and knowing we were being driven back on his left. The cover

ing of the retreat from this point was given the Second Brigade, and to

Companies B and H was the work assigned, under my own supervision.
The enemy was held for some time at bay. A skirmish was kept up in

the streets of Independence and as far as the railroad bridge, when
the enemy abandoned the pursuit: it was then dark. We arrived in

camp on Big Bine about midnight, where the entire force was concen
trated. Throughout the entire engagement on Little Blue I was ably
assisted by the field officers of the Eleventh, viz, Lieutenant-Colonel
Plumb, Majors Anderson and Ross (the latter had two horses shot
under him), as also my adjutant. Lieutenant Taber, together with those

already named of other regiments. The entire command behaved with
the utmost coolness and gallantry, commanding officers of companies
vieing with each other in the discharge of their duties. I regret to

say that in this engagement Capt. X. P. Gregg, Company M. Eleventh,
received a severe gunshot wound in the right arm which is likely to

disable him for life. The captain is one of the best officers in the service
and it is to be hoped that he will yet be spared for future fields of oper
ations. At Big Blue, on the 23d [22d], the Second Brigade was ordered
to hold Simmons Ford, and report the movements of the enemy. Xone
coming, and the First Brigade at Byram s Ford retreating, the Second

Brigade in double-quick whipped around by Westport and met the

enemy on the State line, checked his advance into Kansas, and by the

setting of the sun drove him back over into Missouri. The fight con
tinued until dark, after which the pursuit was abandoned, and my com
mand moved up to Shawnee Mission, for the purpose of procuring for

age and rations.

It is but just to say that the Second Brigade had been so actively

engaged for several days that little or no rations had been obtained;
yet all were eager for the tight, and determined that Price could only

, invade Kansas when the little band no longer existed. The battle of
the Line, or Big Blue as it is called, was a very pretty one and satisfied

my mind that the enemy s cavalry was no match for ours on the prairie.
In this tight Company G, of the Eleventh, escort for General Curtis,

joined my command on the occasion and participated in the fight, as
also the howitzers mentioned as commanded by Major Hunt on Little

Blue. A militia force, I think Johnson County, under Lieutenant-Col
onel Johnson, was also present; another militia force camped with the

brigade that night, but I have forgotten what regiment. Several pris
oners were captured during the engagement and properly forwarded to

the headquarters of Major-General Curtis.

Early on the morning of the 24th |23d| L received orders to

supply my command with ammunition and rations and take the

38 E, ii VOL XLI, FT i
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right of the Hue of battle about to be formed a little south of West-
port. This was promptly done, and in front of the Second Brigade
the enemy were driven back for over a mile after a stubborn
resistance. The command on the left had fallen back, so that I was
not supported in that direction, allowing the enemy to come up on
my flank and deliver a raking fire. To meet this tire and preserve
order it was necessary to wheel two squadrons to the left, which
was done in flue style by Companies A and -I, Eleventh (Lieutenant
Drew commanded Company I after the battle of Little Blue). My com
mand fell back in good order, handsomely protected on the right flank

by Lieutenant-Colonel Woodworth, Twelfth Kansas State Militia, who
reported to me that morning with a part of the regiment. Colonel
Woodworth is deserving of much praise for dashing on the enemy s

flank of skirmishers in the manner in which he did. After falling back
to Westport I received orders from General Blunt to pass around the

right flank of the enemy and keep in between him and Kansas, which
order was faithfully carried out, and while our forces from Westport
were putting Price to rout&quot; the Second Brigade whipped in on the
right flank in hot pursuit of that portion of the enemy invading Kansas.
At Little Santa Fe my advance company (H, Eleventh, under Captain
Huntoon) struck the rear of the enemy and drove him out of Kansas.
This was gallantly done and saved that portion of the State from the
flames. The command pushed on that night to Aubrey, where a few
hours rest was obtained, and forage procured. Early next morning we
again marched for Coldwater Grove, where we struck the center of the

enemy, skirmished awhile, and held him in check as long as possible.
Seeing from the route the enemy was taking he must necessarily camp
about the Trading Post and that Mound City was in danger of being
destroyed I pushed on, marching all night, a distance of sixty-five
miles; arrived there at 2 a. m. on the 25th. Early in the morning the

enemy made his appearance but was quickly driven back and the town
saved. About this time 1 received an order from General Blunt to
make for Fort Scott and hold it at all hazards, so that no time was
lost, after procuring some rations for my starving command, in striking
for that place.
At Fort Lincoln the enemy had possession and disputed our passage.

After vainly trying to dislodge him I moved off by the right flank,

leaving a battalion to engage his attention until the command crossed
the stream above. Arrived in Fort Scott about 4 p. m. ; found the place
in the most intense excitement. The same evening Generals Curtis
and Blunt arrived, and the next morning we again started in pursuit.
I would here state that near Coldwater Grove 1 was joined by the Lyon
County Militia under Colonel Mitchell, who accompanied me all the

way to Fort Scott, doing excellent service, performing the night march
and bearing up under the many trials incident to a camp life with com
mendable fortitude. Xothing of importance occurred in the pursuit
until the L\Sth, when General Blunt overtook the enemy at Xewtonia,
Mo., and drove him from his position. The Second Brigade was de

prived of the pleasure of participating in this tight, as instructions had
been received to await rations, then forty-eight hours due. At Xew-
tonia, on the 29th, after returning from Xeosho, the brigade was joined
by Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, Captain Young com
manding, who was appointed acting assistant quartermaster and acting
commissary of subsistence for the brigade, which position he still

retains. Xothing of importance transpired during the balance of the

pursuit via Cassville, Keetsville, Elkhorn, Bcutouville, Elm Springs,
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Fayetteville, Prairie Grove, Cane Hill, Dutchtown, and to the Arkan
sas River, half way betweeii Forts Gibson and Smith. On November
the 9th, after the pursuit had beeu abandoned and the division broken

up, the Second Brigade marched for Fort Smith with Major-General
Blunt. Remained at Fort Smith awaiting

1

forage and rations until the
1 Jth, when the march was taken up for this place. Arrived at Fort
Gibson on the 23d, remained one day to feed hay, marched for Fort
Scott. Met on the south bank of Neosho a large supply train going
south. Staid with it one day, as reports had been received that the
rebel Generals Cooper and Gano had crossed the Arkansas River for

the purpose of capturing it. Sent out Major Ross-with every horse able
to walk to reconnoiter; found no enemy and returned. Marched the

following day via the Catholic Mission for grazing purposes in the
Neosho bottom. Arrived in Fort Scott December 7. Remained two
days to recruit animals: arrived in Paola December 12, having been
absent exactly two months. During one-half of this time not more than
one-fourth forage could be obtained, so that with the continuous and
rapid marches a very great many horses have been abandoned as well
as a great many killed in battle.

In conclusion, I desire to call the attention of the department to the
uniform gallantry and efficiency of the following-named officers, who
came prominently under my immediate observation and who behaved
themselves throughout the entire campaign in a manner worthy of

special mention, vi/, Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb and Majors Ander
son and Ross, battalion commanders of the Eleventh Kansas Vol
unteer Cavalry; Surgeon Ainsworth and Assistant Surgeon Adams,
Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, in charge of medical department,
and Captain Young, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assistant

quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence from the time he

joined the command. The campaign was an unusually severe one,
marching day and night, with often little or no rations, yet every officer

and soldier bore up under the difficulties and hardships without ever

grumbling, ever prompt and obedient. To lieutenant and regimental
adjutant* Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, my acting assistant

adjutant-general. 1 am especially indebted for his zeal, activity, and
vigilance, aud I earnestly recommend him to the department for pro -

motion in the adjutant-general s department. I cannot close without

mentioning the following enlisted men to whom special praise is due
for their services on the battle- fields as aides; I had none other, nor
could 1 have had better, viz: Sergt. Maj. 1. H. Isbell, Quartermaster
Sergt. W. H. Cowan, Chief Bugler X. 1). Morton, all of the Eleventh
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. These non-commissioned officers well
merit promotion. 1 had forgotten to mention that Lieut. W. F. Goble,
Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, served in the brigade
from the beginning as battalion adjutant for Colonel Plumb and is

reported by him as being an officer of uniform good conduct and high
standing. The following is a list of casualties during the campaign.!
Forty-five horses were killed and 272 abandoned.

T. MOONLIGHT,
Colonel Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Commandiiuj.

Capt. GEORGE S. HAMPTON.
.4 xxistan t A dju tan t- (joiera /.

&quot;

Ira I. Taber.
t Nominal list (oinitt&amp;lt;h shows 16 enlisted men killed. 2 romiuissioued officers aud

and 28 enlisted meii wounded, and 4 enlisted men iiiissiii&quot;-.
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Reports of Col. Charlex W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, command
ing Third Briyadc.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort ticott, Kans., November M* 18(Ji.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

MAJOR: I send you my official report of the part the &quot;Tads&quot; took
in the recent invasion, or at least those under rny command. It is

addressed to Captain Hampton, of General P&amp;gt;1 nut s start
, which. I sup

pose, is de ri(/cin\ as I was in the First Division. I have endeavored
to make a plain, connected statement of the events, so far as my com
mand was connected with them, and trust it maybe satisfactory to you
and the general. This militia command was an undesirable and labori

ous one, but 1 did the best 1 could with the material.
I am, major, with high respect, vour most obedient servant.

CIIAS. W. BLAIR.

FORT SCOTT, KANS., Xorcmhcr .;&amp;gt;.-;, 18tS4.

SIR: 1 have the honor to submit herewith a report of my own par
ticipation and that of the troops under my command in the stirring
events connected with the recent invasion of the Departments of Kan
sas and Missouri by the rebel army under General Price.

On the 13th of October, at 9 a. in., I received an order from Colonel

Jennison, commanding the First Sub-District, to move with all the
mounted troops of my command in the direction of Kansas City, leav

ing the dismounted men under a careful ollicer for the defense of the

post. Accordingly I placed Captain Vittum, Third Wisconsin Cavalry,
in command at Fort Scott, and at . 5 p. in. took up my line of march
with the following troops: Companies A. C, D, F, and M, Third Wis
consin Cavalry; Companies D, E, and L, Fifteenth .Kansas Cavalry;
Company D, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry; right section Second Kansas

Battery, under Lieut. 1). C. Knowles; four howitzers and an ordnance

train, under Capt. George J. Clark. Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cav
alry, acting ordnance officer of the district, assisted in the command
of the guns by Lieut. William B. Clark, Company F, Fourteenth Kansas

Cavalry; Lieutenant-Colonel Eves battalion of Bourbon County militia,

and Capt. John Wilson s company of independent cavalry scouts, the
whole command numbering about 1,000 men. 1 stopped at Mound City
four hours to rest and feed, and then pushed on to Paola, arriving there

about 3 p. m. on the 14th, having accomplished a march of sixty miles

in twenty-four hours. At this place I drfiw rations for ten days and at

daylight next morning was en route for Hickman Mills, pursuant to

orders received the night before, where 1 arrived about dark the same
day. On my arrival I received Major-General Bhmt s order brigading
the troops of the First Division of the Army of the Border, and learned

that all my volunteer troops, except the field artillery, were taken from
me, and assigned to other brigades, andl was placed in command ofthe

Third Brigade, consisting of the following troops: Capt. W. D. McLain s

(Colorado) battery, six guns ;
Lieut. D. ( . Knowles (Second Kansas) bat

tery, two guns; Company F, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. W. B.

Clark: Captain Wilson s company of independent cavalry scouts; Lieu
tenant-Colonel Eves battalion Bourbon County militia, and the Fifth,



CHIP. LIII.I , PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 597

Sixth, and Tenth Regiments Kansas State Militia. Brig. Gen. W. H.
M. Fishback, of the State militia, had been in the immediate command
of the three last-named regiments, but being indisposed, as he said,

&quot; to

turn over his command to the regular military authorities in the field&quot;

(a phrase which I could not comprehend and doubt whether he did,

either) he had disobeyed General Blunt s order and was consequently
placed in arrest. Lieutenant-Colonel Snoddy, of the Sixth liegiment
Kansas State Militia, was likewise arrested for similar disobedience of

orders, and his regiment proceeded to the election of a new command
ing officer, which resulted in the veteran Col. Janies Montgomery being
chosen as its chief. These difficulties consumed allot the 16th and the
most of the 17th and it was fully night before all my brigade had reported
to me. On the evening of the Kith, at 7 p. m.. General Blunt started
with Jeunison s and Moonlight s brigades, leaving me in charge of the

camp to await orders from Major General Curtis or himself. On taking
command of the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiments Kansas State Mili

tia, I found them without subsistence, but partially armed, and with
little or 110 ammunition, the result, doubtless to some extent, ofthe hurry
with which they left their homes, and the inexperience of many of the

company officers in charge. Before E had the brigade equipped I re

ceived (on the morning of the 18th) an order from General Curtis to

move toward Independence and to come by Westport to complete my
supplies. At 8 a. m. I was on the march, and, passing through West-

port, camped on the west side of the Big Blue, on the road from Kansas
City to Independence. E spent the whole of the night and a portion
of the next day in procuring subsistence, arms, blankets, and tents for

the command. While engaged in this duty 1 was instructed by Major-
General Curtis not to move camp until further orders from him.
On the morning of the 120th Lieutenant Robinson, chief engineer on

the staff of the commanding general, arrived from the front with orders
to fortify the line of the Big Blue, as General Curtis intended making
his stand on that line. The 20th and 21st were spent in examining the

country, felling trees, forming abatis, obstructing fords, and strength
ening the defenses as much as possible. During the 21st the Fourth
liegiment Kansas State Militia, Colonel McCain, and the Nineteenth, Col
onel llogan, reported to me, by order of Maj. Gen. G. W. Deitzler, Kan
sas State Militia, and were assigned to duty in iny brigade. Captain
Dodge s (Ninth Wisconsin) battery had also been assigned to my com
mand in place of McLain s, taken to the front. In the evening of the

21st, all the troops having fallen back on this line, I established my
command in its position of battle, where they supped, slept, and break
fasted next morning, their horses, together with all the transportation,
having been sent back to Kansas City to avoid unnecessary incum-
brances. My line of battle occupied a front of six miles, with one regi
ment (McCain s) still higher up at Byram s Ford, where the crossing was
finally effected. Two hundred and fifty of Hogan s regiment held the

cavalry ford at the mouth of the I31ue, three miles from the main body
of the regiment which formed my left. Next came the colored mili

tia, and the Sixth Regiment, Colonel Montgomery. Dodge s (Ninth
Wisconsin) battery and the colored battery occupied a tine artillery

position in the center, cut out expressly for the occasion, supported on
the right by Colonel Colton, Fifth liegiment Kansas State Militia, and
Eves (Bourbon County) battalion. At the ford two miles above was
stationed Lieutenant Knowles (Second Kansas) battery, supported by
the Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, while still above, at Byram s

Ford, was stationed Colonel McCain, Fourth liegiment Kansas State
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Militia. To thus point Jennison s brigade was ordered, and at 11 a. m.
the sound of the guns showed that the battle had commenced on our

right. The Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and MoLain s battery, which up
to this time had been in my rear, were ordered oft to the right to the

support of Colonel Jennison. I remained in position until 4 p. m., when
I received orders to fall back to Kansas City. As Colonel Hogan s

regiment was leaving the line to bring up the rear of the brigade a
rush was made upon him by a party of the enemy, who had been con
cealed in the brush to his front across the creek. They waded the

creek, pushed through and over the abatis of fallen trees clear up to

Hogan s line, where, after a short, sharp little skirmish, some twenty
of them were taken prisoners and the rest driven off. It was after dark
when we entered the intrenched lines of Kansas City, and whilst I was
placing Colton s regiment and Eves battalion in position behind the
earth-works some officer, without my knowledge, carried off the residue

of my brigade, and placed them so securely that I never found them
until the next morning.
Reporting to General Blunt at the Gillis house, I received orders to

be in readiness to march at 3 a. m., but it took the whole night to col

lect the horses of the brigade, which, by some blunder, had been sent

across the Kaw, and, while in the discharge of thi duty, I missed the

chance of getting some hard bread for my men, a sort ot grab game
being played by the soldiers in its distribution. Colonel Montgomery
got his regiment off promptly at the hour indicated, and by daylight 1

had the residue of the brigade under march for Westport, at which

point I arrived shortly after the battle opened. Pursuant to General
Blunt s orders I formed my brigade on the high ground south of

Westport, overlooking a little creek, the southern acclivity of which
was covered with a dense growth of timber and underbrush. After
the line was formed and the artillery in position 1 dismounted the

militia, leaving every sixth man to hold horses, and pushed them

through the timber to the front, where I formed them behind a fence

and in front and on the left of the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, under
Lieutenant Colonel Hoyt. Before us was an open held, on the other

side of which was the enemy in considerable force and strongly posted
behind a stone fence, which formed an admirable cover. We were

partly protected by the edge oftimber and a rail fence. Firing was kept
up rapidly and heavily for half an hour, the enemy being held firmly
in check, but I attempted no advance, as I did not know whether our
flanks were clear or not. In a short time the Fifteenth retired, in obe
dience to orders, and very soon after 1 received an order through Col.

S. J. Crawford, of the staff, to fall back to my first position. Accord

ingly I marched to the rear, through the timber, and formed immedi

ately on the north bank of the creek without going clear back to my
original position. During this the first introduction to tire of my
militia I received invaluable assistance from Col. C. Willetts, my
chief of staff; Capt. George J. Clark, ordnance officer, who, having
supplied the whole army with ammunition, came forward to the front

and volunteered his services on my staff, knowing 1 was scantily sup
plied with staff officers, and Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cav
alry, my acting assistant adjutant-general. They all worked with cool

intrepidity and self-possession, and by their manners and deportment
gave steadiness and nerve to the men.
A rumor reaching me that the enemy was attempting to flank our

position on the right, and fearing to wait for orders lest it might be

accomplished I dispatched a messenger to General Blunt to inform
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him of what I was doing, and hastily threw my line up into the dense
timber on my right, twice its own length, and then pushed it steadily
forward. At this time I received orders from Major-General Curtis to

make the movement which I had already commenced. Thus reassured,
I moved forward as rapidly as the thick undergrowth and broken

ground would permit until I came to the edge of an open field and
formed a junction with Colonel Hogan s regiment, which had been
sent forward from a different direction. A heavy lire was here opened
on us from a corn-field which stretched from our right front, and which
seemed filled with skirmishers, and from a large brick house in an
orchard just beyond, in which a party of sharpshooters was stationed.

In a few minutes several of our men had fallen, and the fire was inces

sant and close. I immediately ordered the right of the brigade forward
and drove the enemy from the corn-field and house, while the left of the
line kept straight forward through a stubble-field on their flank. About
half a mile to the front the cavalry and artillery came out the road
on our left and we joined the line, relieving .Tennison s cavalry from its

position in support of McLain s battery. XVe then commenced driving
the enemy steadily before us, and from then till his retreat became a
rout it was as much as my dismounted men could do to keep up with
the artillery. As soon as the heaviest of the action was over I sent

details back to bring up the horses, and pushed forward with my dis

mounted men and artillery. Lieut. W. B. Clark s detachment of Com
pany E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, and ( apt. John Wilson s company
of independent cavalry scouts became detached from my brigade early
iu the morning and acted as body guard for Major-General Blunt,

charging to the support of a liowit/er which General Blunt and staff,
with the gun detachment, were protecting with their pistols from a

portion of the enemy who were endeavoring to capture it, and partici

pating also in the gallant charge on the enemy s rear posted behind
the stone wall at the mouth of the lane. In this last charge the detach
ment lost horses and 2 men killed, besides having several men slightly
wounded. I pushed on to Santa

FC&quot;, reaching there about sunset, and

stopped to feed, getting the first forage my horses had eaten since we
left the Blue. The men had eaten nothing for two days and were still

without rations, their transportation being yet at Kansas City. I had
three or four head of cattle hunted up and killed by Colonel Hogan s

regiment (the Nineteenth Kansas State Militia), which were eaten with
out bread or salt. The residue of my brigade had nothing.
At daylight next morning (124th) we started and inarched the whole

day and far into the night, still fasting, when the head of the column

(Major-General Pleasonton s division) went into cam]) at the Marais
des Cygnes; my brigade brought up the rear of the column, and receiv

ing no orders, stood by our horses
1

heads in the rain all night, or until

the roar of artillery announced that the battle was begun. Most of my
militia had fallen out in the terrible march of the day before from

fatigue and want of food, leaving me only my batteries, the Sixth llegi-

ment, Colonel Montgomery, and Eves battalion, and being satisfied that
there would be some heavy fighting at the front, before my brigade
could cross the river, 1 hurried forward to see if my individual serv
ices could be of any avail. Leavingthe brigade in chargeofmy adjutant,
Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, I crossed the river on
the skirmish line of General Pleasonton s division, and during the

exciting events of the 2.~th acted as volunteer aide de-camp on the
staff of Major-General Curtis, rendering all the assistance 1 could to
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the other members of his staff in hurrying forward troops and holding
them steady under the territic fire of the enemy. In this capacity I

participated in all the battles of the 25th and was with the pursuit to

Shanghai, Mo., from which point I was sent back to Fort Scott, to

superintend the forwarding of supplies to the army in its continued

pursuit of the enemy.
It has been impossible for me to obtain reports from my subordinate

commanders, and I cannot, therefore, make a correct return of casual
ties. From the best information I can gather, the entire losses of the

brigade killed, wounded, and prisoners, will not exceed 100, of which
twenty-five were taken from Colonel McCain s regiment at one time.

About forty horses were also lost. Among the severely wounded is

Captain Aitken, of the Bourbon County battalion, who was shot

through the thigh while gallantly leading his command in the action
at Westport.
The officers, with a single exception, discharged their duty faithfully

and well, while the men behaved much better than could have been

expected considering their want of training and discipline. I desire
to make special mention of Colonels Montgomery, Hogan, Colton,&quot;and

Eves, Major Smith, of the Nineteenth, and Lieutenant-Colonel Morris
and Major Wiley, of the Tenth Kansas State Militia, for gallantry and
good conduct.

Col. C. Willets offered his services to me before starting from this

place, and acted as chief of staff until after the battle of Westport,
affording me much valuable assistance in that capacity. Finding
him quite ill on our arrival at Santa Fe&quot;, I ordered him to Paola for

rest and medical treatment, from which point he joined Colonel Moon
light s brigade on its march to this place.
The labors and services of Capt. George J. Clark, Fourteenth Kan

sas Cavalry, although acting ordnance officer of the Army of the Border,
came more immediately under my personal observation than that of

perhaps any other officer, and it affords me honorable pleasure to bear

testimony to his untiring labors day and night in that behalf from the
time he left until he returned to- Fort Scott. All the time he could

spare from this duty was given to me, and as a staff officer of my
brigade he rendered great assistance, being cool and observant under
fire and industrious and energetic in arranging troops. To Lieut. L.

,J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, acting assistant adjutant-general,
I am more indebted than to any other officer for labor, energy, and
active forethought. Always at his post, and always at work, he is as
brave in action as he is laborious in the office. Of clear head and
sound judgment, skillful and thoughtful, thoroughly versed in the
duties of his profession, and having his knowledge always at his com
mand, he could discharge with dignity and distinction the duties of

almost any position. Sergeant-Major liebstein, Sergt. A. C. Green-

leaf, and Orderly Dudley Van Vaikenburg, of the Third Wisconsin

Cavalry, were transformed into staff officers from the necessities of the

case, and discharged their various duties with alacrity, judgment, and
skill.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. W. BLAIR,

lith Knnft. Car., Coindy. :
:id /?////., Jut

/&amp;gt;/&amp;gt;., Army of the Border.

Capt. GEORGE S. HAMPTON,
djutaut-Generali l*t /)/&amp;gt;.. Army of the Border,
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HDQIIS. SUB-DISTRICT No. 2, SOUTH KANSAS,
Fort Scott, Kans., January 1, 1865.

SIR: As volunteer aide-de-camp on your staff, I have the honor to

transmit herewith, according to your direction, a brief report of events
of the 25th of October last, all of which I saw and part of which I was.
On the march of the night before from West Point down, iny brigade

occupied the rear of the column, and when the column halted, and no
word was sent to the rear to bivouac, I supposed that the advance
had come to the timber of the Marais des Cygnes, and was clearing
the obstructions which all thought the enemy would create to oppose
our forward movement. Accordingly, we waited patiently, standing
by our horses heads, without fire, food, or iorage. Toward morning,
becoming chilled by the rain and cold night air, 1 mounted my horse,

and, accompanied by an orderly, rode forward in search of tire.

About midway up the column 1 found a tire, and had scarcely suc
ceeded in warming my benumbed limbs when the sound of artillery
called my attention to the front. I immediately started forward, and
as soon as it was light enough to distinguish objects, I saw by the
broken and slippery condition of the roads that it was impossible for the
rear to get over the river till a late hour in the morning, and, sending
my orderly back with directions to Lieutenant Beam, my assistant

adjutant-general, to keep the brigade closed up to the main column, I

hurried to the front to see if I could be of any service in some other

capacity. At the same time, if a general battle was imminent in which
all our troops would be engaged, 1 would have the advantage of observ

ing the ground before the arrival of my force, and be ready to take
command of them in action. Ascending the high mound overlooking
the stream, 1 saw the skirmish line about midway from its base to the
timber pushing steadily to the front. I immediately started forward
to overtake them, having been joined in the meantime by Sergeant-
Major Rebstein, of my brigade, and just as I entered the timber I was
met by Maj. K. H. Hunt, chief of artillery on your staff, who announced
that there was neither enemy nor obstructions on the north bank of
the river. Pushing forward, I joined the skirmishers just as they re
ceived the fire of the enemy s skirmish line on the south bank. The
skirmish line here waited till the advance regiment came up, which, I

think, was the First [Second?] Arkansas Cavalry. With it came also
Col. S. J. Crawford, &amp;lt;Tf your volunteer staff , and Capt. B. J. Hinton,
aide-de-camp, serving on the staff of Major-General Blunt. On cross

ing the river we found, to our surprise, no obstructions, save two trees
which had been felled in the road, and which were rapidly removed
by the advancing troops.

Emerging from the timber, I observed a body of men about half a
mile distant on our left think, drawn up in line in front of a farm fence.

Some discussion arose as to whether this was the enemy or a portion
of our own troops who might have crossed below the main ford. I

informed the officer who seemed to be in command that I was satisfied

there was no ford so close below the main one, and called his attention
to the further fact that the line displayed no guidons a sure sign in

my estimation that they were the enemy. The question was settled

by the charge being sounded, and, half way to the enemy s line, we
flushed his skirmishers, concealed in the high grass, under the brow
of a gentle declivity, who fired a hasty volley and retreated on the
main line, which moved off by the left flank at full speed, our flying
squadrons in rapid pursuit. This line of battle was formed facing the
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west, and about one mile and a half farther on another line was
formed facing- the north, strengthened by two rifled guns and one small

smooth-bore, the right of the line resting on a skirt of timber which
ran up a small ravine from the main river, and the left on a knoll, on
the summit of which was a log cabin. Here the artillery played pretty
fiercely, but they fired mostly with solid shot, seeming to reserve their

shell as if it were scarce, although the screaming of the shell through
the air was by no means unfrequent. At this point (Colonel Crawford
and Captain Hiuton still being with me) I sent Sergeant-Major JKeb-

stein back with instructions to find the officer in charge of the first

artillery, and request him to hurry forward with his guns. Finding
that the artillery did not arrive as soon as we hoped, and fearing the

enemy would not stand much longer, we undertook conjointly to

bring about a charge in the hope of capturing the guns. The regi
ment that had first crossed the river (the Second Arkansas, I think)
advanced gallantly to the charge on our right, but was not promptly
supported by the regiment on our left, which was a Missouri militia

regiment, and consequently were compelled to forego the design. At
this time Major Hunt came to the front, and galloped up to the com
manding officer ofthe Arkansas regiment, and told him that the u

general
expected him to capture those guns.&quot;

&quot; I would have done so five min
utes ago, sir, if I had been properly supported,&quot; was the reply.

&quot; I

will see that you are supported,&quot; said the major, and turned off to bring-

up the regiment on the left. As it came up on line both regiments
charged in gallant style, other troops coming close on their rear, and
the enemy broke to the rear before coming to close quarters, leaving
their small guns on the field, which we took, but the delay enabled
them by rapidly limbering to the rear to save their Parrott guns, which
were the prizes we really aimed at.

After a short delay and moving- on some distance, we saw another
line of battle formed upon a high eminence, apparently about two miles

oft
,
but as we approached it, after firing a few shots from their rifled

guns, they moved oft rapidly again to the rear. 1 here fell in with

Major Weed, of your staff, and Surgeon Walgamott, and we advanced
in front of the left of our line. On an eminence in rear of where their

last line of battle was formed, we came across an abandoned wagon,
the first I had seen since the burning ones just south of their camp.
Finding a lot of books, letters, and papers of various kinds in the

wagon, we stopped a few minutes to make a hasty examination of the

contents, and on resuming our forward movement i observed that the

brigade on our right was some distance past us, although we Avere still

in the advance of the one on our end of the line. Arriving ou the table

land, which forms the summit level between the Marais des Cygnes and

Osage, we again saw the enemy s line, and this time it was evident he
was in full force, although his whole line was not visible, his right being
behind the brow of the hill which descended into Mine Creek. Mean
while the gallant brigade on our right was steadily advancing, with

skirmishers well out, though brought to a check, apparently unsup
ported, in the face of this overwhelming force. The artillery was play

ing with great rapidity and considerable effect. I looked at the

enemy s line, close, serried, and vomiting fire; L looked at the dauntless

little brigade which was unflinching and steadfast in its front, and then

turned to the rear, and it seemed a fearful distance to the head of the

supporting column. I called Major Weed s attention to the situation,

and he galloped to the rear to hurry forward re-enforcements, as it
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was evident that here the battle was to be fought aiid the desperate
issue joined on which the fate of the south tier of Kansas, at least,

depended.
Advancing alone to see if possible how far their right extended behind

the cover of the hill, the bursting in the air and the tearing up of the

earth soon satisfied me that they were firing canister at an enemy they
supposed were advancing on their right and hidden from view by the

acclivity immediately in their front. This conviction on their part, I

am satisfied, saved the brigade on our right, as a rapid and vigorous ad
vance at that time would either have overwhelmed or utterly put it to

rout. I moved to the right to get out of the sweep of the canister and
then advanced till their extreme right was developed to view, and then
rode rapidly to the rear writh a tolerably full understanding of the

situation. Meeting Colonel Crawford but a short distance back I

explained matters to liim very hastily, told him they had commenced
canister firing, and urged him to go back and hurry up the troops, as

he was acquainted with most of the brigade officers of General Pleasou-
ton s division and I had no acquaintance whatever with any of them.
He agreed to do so and again started to the rear. I then moved
off to the brigade on our right, and when I arrived there found it

engaged at long range and halted for our other troops to come up on
line. The enemy s artillery was playing on this line with fearful effect

and we had nothing but musketry to reply, but the men were steady
and self-possessed and perfectly easy under the fire. I don t know how
long it was before the other brigade came up. To me it seemed a long
time, and I had ridden from this brigade back toward the enemy s

right once or twice before it came up. \Vhen it did come on line the
whole command advanced to short range, and for a time the fire was
incessant and terrific. Both lines seemed like walls of adamant one
could not advance : the other would not recede. The crash of musketry,
the scream of shell, the hissing sound of canister and balls, mingled
with the shouts of the soldiers and the cries of the wounded, set off, too,

by the walls of fire in front and girdles of steel behind, which marked
both lines, formed a scene more easily remembered than described.

During this terrible conflict I passed along the whole line and met
your gallant staff officers everywhere, counseling, encouraging, ex

horting, and commanding, and the tenor of the whole was
&quot;charge!&quot;

It was evident that our only safety was in a successful charge by
which we might capture the guns. At length the movement com
menced, slowly at first but increasing in velocity until it swept on
resistless as an avalanche. A rush, a scramble, and all was over. The
guns were captured, the enemy broken and fiying to the rear, while
our victorious squadrons were in almost breathless pursuit. So rapidly
was this accomplished that when our left pushed forward into a field

on the .south side of the ravine the shell from our own artillery was
crashing right into their midst. I was to the right of this, but so close

that 1 could see this result, and also see Captain Hinton, of General
Blunt s staff , in the midst of our victorious line.

Pushing rapidly forward, I witnessed the capture of Major-General
Marmadnke by Corpl. James Dunlavy, of Company D, Third Iowa
Cavalry. Marmaduke was endeavoring to rally his men and Dunlavy
was galloping toward him, occasionally firing at him. Marmaduke evi

dently mistook him for one of his own men and started toward him,

reproving him for firing on his friends. At least I so judge from what
1 could see and hear, and so the boy afterward told me. The boy
stopped and coolly waited till Marmaduke got within twenty or thirty
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yards of him, then covered him with his carbine and ordered him to dis

mount and surrender or he would fire. Marmaduke dismounted and
his horse galloped off. Seeing that I was an officer the boy offered to

turn him over to me, but I declined being burdened with a prisoner.
General Marmaduke then said,

&quot;

Sir, you are an officer. I claim pro
tection at your hands, lam a general officer General Marmaduke/
I then took charge of him and informed him that I would protect him
until delivered to you as a prisoner of war, at which he seemed very
much relieved. The boy then spoke up and said,

u
Colonel, remember

I took him prisoner. 1 am James Dunlavy, corporal of Company J),

Third Iowa Cavalry.&quot; I told the boy (who was severely wounded in

the right forearm, but who still grasped his pistol with vigor and energy)
to come along also, and he should have the honor of being introduced
to you as the captor of Marmaduke. On the way General Marmaduke
complained of being dismounted, and Dunlavy promptly apologized,
saying,

&quot; If I had known you were a general officer I should have
allowed you to remain on horseback.&quot; Marmaduke then informed me
that he was very faint and weak and could not walk much farther.

Meeting a soldier with a led horse I took charge of him and mounted
the prisoner. Soon after this I met Major MeKenuy, of your staff, and

proffered to turn the prisoner over to him, but he was too intent on get
ting to the front to be troubled with him. On my way back I saw one
or two general officers, but preferred delivering my prisoner to the com
manding general of the Army of the Border, and you will remember
that 1 accordingly placed him in your own hands, at the same time in

troducing his captor and giving his full name, company, and regiment.
This is the true, unvarnished story of the capture of General Marma
duke, about which there has been so much misrepresentation in the

newspapers. Having rid myself of this responsibility, I again hurried

to the front. When 1 overtook the advance 1 found it halted at the

foot of the precipitous mounds descending into the Osage Valley.

Leaving Colonel Cloud, of your staff, here, Captain Hintou and myself
pushed forward on to the skirmish line, away in the advance, almost as

far as we could see over the smooth prairie, and on arriving there we
could plainly see the rebel column moving straight in the direction of

Fort Scott. At the same time a smaller column was effecting a junction
with it which came from a point to our right higher up the Osage, and
which was most probably the force engaged by Colonel Moonlight near
Fort Lincoln.

The column in our front moved off and disappeared from sight, while

our own line still remained stationary in our rear. 1 picked up an

orderly from the skirmish line, who belonged to the Second Kansas

Cavalry, and sent him back to Colonel Cloud with a message request

ing him to try to get General Pleasonton to move forward, as I feared

for Fort Scott, and at the same time got a citizen who had cojne for

ward with us to make a detour to the right and try to reach Fort Scott

with a verbal message to the commanding officer to hold out to the last if

the enemy struck him, as we were immediately upon his rear. Minutes

passed and still our line did not move. I grew impatient and sent another

man of the Second Kansas with a second message to Colonel Cloud, re

questing him to see you and tell you that the enemy was moving in a direct

line toward Fort Scott, and that to save it somethingmust bedone imme
diately. I feared that some one unacquainted with the topography of the

country had led you to believe that the enemy was diverging to the east,

as I knew at that time he was not. At length my suspense was ended,
and the line began to move, and from this on there was no unnecessary
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delay. Simultaneously the skirmish line also advanced. I waited until

General Pleasonton came up (he being then with the advance), explained
to him briefly the topography of the country, the direction the enemy
had taken, my tears for Fort Scott, its situation, amount of stores, &c.,
and then hurried forward again to the skirmish line. The movement
was then rapid and continuous till the skirmish line was checked near

the verge of the Osage timber, The woods seemed alive with rebel

soldiers but in rapid motion. The skirmishers kept up occasional fir

ing at theui until the advance brigade came up and we all charged
rapidly down into the timber, but the enemy disappeared before our
arrival. Colonel Cloud was in this charge, with about sixty veterans of

the Second Kansas Cavalry. He halted in the timber to rest his horses

for a few minutes and I pushed on with the advance brigade, which I

think was Brigadier-General McNeil s. At all events it was commanded
by a general officer. We followed down the -stream some distance,
crossed at the ford, and just as we were emerging from the timber on
the south side the head of the column was tired on by the enemy s

skirmishers. We soon dislodged them, however, and pushed on toward
a corn-field to the left of the road. The head of the column was here
checked by a heavy fire from the field, and it was evident that another

battle was to be fought. Accordingly the general formed his brigade
in close column of companies, and made them a little speech while form

ing to the effect that it made no difference whether there were 1,000 or

10,000 men on that field, he wanted them to ride right over them and
saber them down as fast as they came to them. The men responded with
a yell, the dismounted skirmishers tore down the fence in the face of a

galling tire, and the column swept through it like a tornado.

In the rear of the corn-field another line was formed on the prairie,
the right resting on a skirt of timber fringing a small stream, which
the advance of the brigade, rapidly deploying into line, charged and
broke at the first onset. A third line of battle was formed still farther

to the rear, in a low basin, where there had been an evident intention to

encamp, and which was surrounded by a semi-circle of hills, where they
held us at bay under a severe fire for about twenty minutes or more,
and until the whole brigade formed in line and charged. Before this

impetuous charge they were again broken, and as 1 passed through
their temporary halting place there was abundant evidence of the haste

they were in, in the broken wagons, dismantled forges, fragmentary
mess chests, and smashed crockery with which the ground was strewn.

The chase this time lasted about a mile to the top of the hill south of

the valley of the Osage, and on getting view of the enemy again from
the summit of this hill, I was gratified to observe that he Avas bearing
very palpably to the east, thus giving me my first reasonable hope that

Fort Scott might be spared. I noticed, too, with increased satisfaction,
that we were at least a mile east of the wire road and that for the first

time the enemy s direction was turned from this place. Satisfied that
I could render no further service, I determined to come directly here
to .see to a certainty whether the post, which was my especial care, was
safe or not, and to satisfy those cravings of hunger which, though
persistently ignored for three days and nights, would still, despite of

resolutions, occasionally become clamorous. As 1 had been a sharer in

all the fighting, and a participant in every charge heretofore during the

day, 1 determined to get a good position and look at one from a safe

distance, as 1 saw thg enemy had formed two lines of battle a mile or

more to our front. Accordingly, I secured the highest spot of ground
in the vicinity, took out my field-glass, unused in all the previous events



606 LOUISIANA AND THE TKANS-MlSSISiSIPPI. [CHAT. Lin.

of the day, and deliberately watched the operations. &quot;Major-General
Pleasonton directed this attack in person, assisted by Major McKenny,
who, as usual, was in the front. Of the perils or particulars I cannot
speak, but of the results I can say that both lines broke and tied before
our forces got even within respectable distance. I then turned the
head of my &quot;gallant gray&quot; homeward, and never drew rein till I struck
our picket post three miles from town, Avhere some forty of our citizens,
with Col. Perry Fuller at their head, were impatiently expecting news
from the triumphant Army of the Border.

I cannot close this report without saying that I met the gallant offi

cers of your staff everywhere during the stirring events of the day, and
found them always active, energetic, and devoted. Major McKenuy,
in especial, seemed to be almost ubiquitous ; wherever I went and which
ever way 1 turned I was sure to meet him, and he was always to be
found where the tire was the deadliest and the battle raged the fiercest.

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
CHAS. W. BLAIE,

Colonel Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. S. It. CURTIS,
Comdy. Dcfiartment of Kaunas, Fort Letcoentcorth, Kaiis.

Xo. 84.

Report of Col. James II. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry, commanding
Fourth Brigade.

FOUT KILEY, KANS., December
,
1S64.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make to the major-general command
ing First Division, Army of the Border, the following report of my
regiment and the Fourth Brigade, First Division, Army of the Border:
While serving in the District of Central Missouri, Department of the

Missouri, on the 2Uth September, 1 was ordered to report to Major-Gen
eral Curtis, commanding Department of Kansas. He ordered me to

concentrate my regiment at Pleasant Hill, but leave some troops to

protect Kansas City and Independence temporarily until General

Brown, commanding District of Central Missouri, could send other

troops. I accordingly left Major Pritchard with two companies at

Kansas City and two at Independence, while with eight companies I

took position at Pleasant 1 lill as an advance of the Army of the Border :

I daily sent out large scouts east, north, and southeast. Fearing that
the enemy might pass between Independence and Pleasant Hill toward
Hickmau Mills (which was altogether the best route for him to take on
account of water and forage), and thus get into Kansas without my being
able to keep in his front to check him and give prompt information, on the
llth instant [October] I proceeded to Hickman Mills, sending Captain
Elmer and fifty men. to make a circuit by the way of Lone Jack, Snibar,
and Little Blue, to the same place. I also sent Captain Evens up the

Independence road to come in by Raytown. They both reported the
next day nothing of importance. On the loth Major Smith, with thirty
men, went to Independence, distance eighteen miles, and found the town
evacuated by the troops, and the rebels, reported 1,200 strong, a short

distance away. He immediately returned, and with 200 men started
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out after dark to reconnoiter. On the 14th the major-general com

manding First Division ordered me to establish my headquarters at

Independence and scout well from there. On the 15th Major Smith

returned; after passing through Independence he proceeded about

twenty-nine miles on the Lexington road, and making a circuit toward
Snibar and Lone Jack, returned by Hickman Mills, but saw no enemy.
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker with his regiment (Sixteenth Kansas Vol

unteer Cavalry) reported for duty to me per instructions received from

department headquarters on the same day. At 2 a. m. of the 17th in

stant Major Smith, with 200 Second Colorado Cavalry and 100 Sixteenth

Kansas Cavalry, started toward Lexington to go, if possible, to the

town and learn what he could. During the day I received a telegram
from Major-General Curtis that Major-General Deitzler. Kansas State

Militia, was sending three regiments Kansas State Militia to report to

me, and directing me to report to General Deitzler by letter, and also

to him (General Curtis) direct. On the 17th the Fourth, Twelfth, and
Nineteenth. Itegimeuts Kansas State Militia arrived at Independence
and reported to me for duty.
On the 18th Major Smith returned from Lexington. He reported

he chased a few straggling bushwhackers out of that town, killing 2;

he remained some hours in the town, and learned that several hundred
rebels and guerrillas had been in the place but a short time before and
that Shelby was camped with 2,000 or 3,000 men about six miles east.

I regret exceedingly to have to state that the brigade books and

papers were lost in the evacuation of Independence on the 21st instant,
so that the able report of Major Smith cannot be forwarded with this.

On the 19th the Fourth and Nineteenth Regiments Kansas State

Militia were relieved from duty in my brigade and ordered to report to

Col. C. W. Blair at the crossing of the Big Blue, and McLain s Indepen
dent Colorado Battery was ordered to report to me, it arriving about
o clock on the evening of the 20th. On the morning of the 21st I

received orders to march with the Second Colorado Cavalry, Sixteenth

Kansas Cavalry, and First Colorado Battery, to the support of Colonel

Moonlight, commanding Second Brigade, First Division, who was re

ported as engaging the enemy at the crossing of the Little Blue on
the Lexington road, leaving the Twelfth Kansas State Militia at Inde

pendence. The strength of my brigade was as follows: Second Colo

rado Cavalry, 384 men; Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 400 men; Inde

pendent Colorado Battery, 116 men; rive 3-inch ritfed guns, and one

mountain howitzer; total, 900 men and six guns. Left Independence
at 10 a. in. and reached Colonel Moonlight s rear, near the Little Blue

(distance eight miles), in about one hour. I then received orders to

place the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry on the left of Colonel Moonlight s

brigade, the battery near the center of the line, and the Second Colorado

Cavalry on the right. We immediately dismounted and advanced
into the bluffs and became at once engaged, the enemy having crossed

the stream before our arrival. We held our ground, advancing slightly
for some time, and at one time drove the enemy in great confusion, but

his force being too overwhelmingly large he threw a large body to our

right, which compelled the right to give slowly back. The brigade
was then ordered to fall back slowly to their horses, the battery

receiving orders from division headquarters direct. After mounting I

received orders to cover the retreat of the army to Independence with

the Second Colorado Cavalry and Sixteenth Kansas, assisted by a por
tion of the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, which 1 did by forming half of

my command in. line across the road on some favorable spot, and Avhile
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that was engaging the enemy formed the remainder of the force in a
similar manner in their rear, and when the first line became too hotly
engaged marched it back by companies to the rear of the second line.

I thus kept checking the enemy, giving the army time to pass through
Independence safely, not reaching there myself until nearly sundown,
when I was ordered to march my command across the Big Blue on the
Kansas City road (distance six miles) and go into camp for the night;
reached camp 1) p. in., the horses getting little or no forage and the
men likewise to a great extent without food. The troops of my brigade
behaved splendidly throughout the whole day and covered the retreat

with the coolness of veterans.
I have to mourn the loss of Maj. J. Nelson Smith, who was com

manding the Second Colorado Cavalry, and Francis S. Gould, esq.,
volunteer aide upon the brigade staff, tin; former being killed

instantly and the latter mortally wounded. They were brave, gallant

men, and could ill be spared. Early in the morning of the 22d the
Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry was ordered to proceed to the support of

Colonel Jennison, commanding First Brigade, First Division, at

Byram s Ford, and did not report to me again during the day. Mc-
Lain s battery was placed in position on the right of Colonel Moon
light s brigade on the brow of the bluff immediately west of the Blue.

The Second Colorado Cavalry and Twelfth Kansas State Militia were
formed in line on the left of the Second Brigade, with the exception of

six companies Second Colorado Cavalry, which 1 was ordered to take
across the Blue as skirmishers. This battalion remained skirmishing
with the enemy until late in the afternoon, taking some prisoners, and
did not report back to the brigade until the next morning. About 2

p. m. 1 received orders to march my brigade immediately to Westport
(seven miles distant), which place I reached by the gallop in an hour
with the Second Colorado Cavalry, Twelfth Kansas State Militia, and
McLaiu s battery. I then received orders to form on the hill toward
Kansas City, where the brigade remained in line during the night,
with the exception of the battery, which was ordered to Kansas City,
but reported back again by daylight of the 23d. The men brought
corn to their horses and rested alternately, but did not unsaddle.

Early on the morning of the 23d I was ordered with my brigade
through Westport. 1 formed a portion of the Second Colorado and
Sixteenth Kansas on the hill immediately south of Brush Creek, with
one section of the battery, bat soon after advanced to the edge of the

prairie and took up position across the road to the left of Colonel Jen-

nison s brigade, the section of the battery being placed in the road.

For a while the tiring was exclusively artillery, but the rebels advanc

ing, the whole line was soon engaged and kept up a very steady and

galling tire for two hours or more. The enemy was repeatedly re

pulsed, and one very bold and dashing charge made by him down the

road upon the battery was very handsomely repulsed by portions of

the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry, the

countercharge being led in person by Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,

commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and in which charge he received

a very severe wound in the foot. Finally, in the face of a very heavy
tire from the First Brigade, the enemy forced a very large column into

a small copse to the right of my brigade and commenced a tiank tire

upon me.
Not having force enough to dislodge the enemy from his new position

I fell back toward Brash Creek, forming line upon each ridge until I

received orders to form north of the creek, the battery meanwhile hav-
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ing been placed in a commanding position on the hill. After forming
on the bottom, I sent part of the Second Colorado Cavalry, on foot, as

skirmishers through the woods. The Twelfth Kansas State Militia

were also sent into the woods on foot, doing good service. The foot

men kept steadily driving the enemy until the advance of the whole
division was ordered, when our old position was regained, and after a
short tight the enemy was completely routed, and tied precipitately
from the neld. Kvery one advanced as speedily as possible, continuing
the pursuit until dark. Colonel Jennison, with portions of the Fif

teenth and Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and Second Colorado Cavalry
in the extreme advance, ran on to the main body of the enemy, and

kept up a rapid tire upon him from his line of skirmishers, but the

enemy opened a battery of rifled guns upon him, he, of course, fell back,

having no guns to respond with. The brigade went into camp for the

night at Little Sante Fe, with the exception of the force with Colonel

Jenuison, which camped about a mile in advance of the division. As
soon as the brigade was reorganized on the morning of the 24th, I

started on the Line road in the pursuit of the rebel army, having the
advance for the day. I sent three companies forward as an advance,
which did not return to the brigade until the morning of the 26th, at

Fort Scott. For an account of their service while absent, see inclosed

marked F.* Keached West Point at dark, where a halt was made, giv
ing the men time to kill and eat a beef. After forming the brigade in

line, I was ordered to wait until Major-General Pleasonton s division

passed to the front. Started again about 2 a. in. of the 25th, and
halted until daylight about three miles north of Trading Post, Kans. ;

distance traveled about sixty miles. After feeding the horses, I took

up the line of march, being in the rear of the First Brigade, which posi
tion 1 kept during the day. After following the enemy s trail seven or

eight miles beyond where he left the Fort Scott road, I received orders
to proceed to Fort Scott, reaching there about 11 p. in., and camped
for the night. Total distance traveled during the day probably sixty-
five miles. At Fort Scott on the morning of the 20th instant, I reor

ganized my brigade, a great many of the horses having given out in

the last two days. I left one section of the battery there, putting eight
horses to the guns and caissons which I took with me. Again com
menced the pursuit about noon, the time being consumed in drawing
horses for the battery from Major Hunt, chief of artillery, Army of the
Border.
From this time until the afternoon of the 28th we continued march

ing night and day, with but short halts and small feeds, following at all

times the trail of the enemy. About 10 a. in., my brigade being in the

advance, we discovered the enemy s rear in the edge of the woods north
of Shoal Creek. 1 sent two companies of the Sixteenth Kansas Cav
alry into the woods as skirmishers, who soon reported that the party
was about 200 strong and retreating fast. I then pressed rapidly for

ward, and, upon reaching Granby, ascertained that they had just passed
through and that Price s whole army was doubtless at Xewtonia, dis

tant five miles. The advance soon reported that the enemy s train was
in sight and but few men visible. 1 hurried forward at a gallop, and
when within two miles of the town saw the rear of the rebel train enter

ing the woods beyond town on the Cassville road. The battery was

immediately planted on the, bluffs and commenced throwing shell, while
the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry were

Not round.
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formed in two lines and ordered to charge down toward the enemy s

train, the charge being led by the major-general commanding First
Division in person. We advanced at a gallop, with skirmishers in front,
until we came upon the main body of the enemy, who was formed three
lines deep and the front line dismounted. The action was commenced
in earnest, and for three hours with less than 900 men (my brigade con

sisting of less than 600 men) we contended with an enemy of ten times
our number, and closed the day by driving him from the field, leaving
his dead and wounded in our hands. During the hottest of the engage
ment the enemy threw a large body of men upon our left, their fire tell

ing fearfully upon our small force, but the left, commanded by Major
Ketner, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, never wavered nor
flinched, but answered shot for shot. The brigade remained upon the
field until 9 p. m., when it went into camp in the town of Newtouia.

During the U9th instant the brigade marched with the division to

Neosho, returning to Newtonia the next day, October 30. On the 31st

instant, after issuing rations and ammunition to the command started
forward again on the enemy s trail, the footmen of my brigade march
ing with the transportation under command of Lieut. M. Heunion, Sec
ond Colorado Cavalry. My brigade numbered at this time not more
than 450 or 500 men, so many horses having given out from excessive
and long continued marches without sufficient forage and water.
On the 4th instant [November) we arrived at Fayetteville, relieving

that place from the determined attacks of the rebel General Fagan,
commanding division in General Price s army. About noon of the 8th
instant arrived on the bank of the Arkansas River, fifteen miles above
Fort Smith, as the rear of the rebel army was disappearing in the
woods beyond. The battery was placed upon the north side of the
river and shelled the opposite woods, with what success not known.
The brigade was disbanded on the 9th instant per special field orders,
First Division, Army of the Border, dated November 9, 1864, and I

was ordered with my regiment (Second Colorado Cavalry) to report for

escort duty to Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis, commanding Department of
Kansas.

Total distance traveled by the Fourth Brigade from October 16, when
it was organized, until November 9, the date of special field orders dis

banding the brigade, must be over 400 miles. The casualties of the

brigade cannot be exactly ascertained, but are reported by subordinate

commanders, as follows: Killed and wounded, Second Colorado Cav
alry, 70; Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 67

; Independent Colorado Bat

tery, 5. Total, 142.

The campaign just closed was the most severe upon men and horses
that any of the troops comprising my brigade were ever engaged in as

regards marching, scarcity of food, forage, and water, inclement weather,

&c., yet all, both men and officers, endured unflinchingly hardships and

privations, and on all occasions behaved with the coolness of veterans
when under tire. Where all did well, it is difficult to particularize, but
I cannot forbear to mention Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, of the Six
teenth Kansas Cavalry, who, though painfully wounded at the battle

of Westport, continued in the saddle until the brigade reached Fort
Scott. Major Ketner, of the Sixteenth, also displayed at all times

great coolness and gallantry, being always in the thickest of the fight,
and having at Newtonia two horses shot under him, and in fact all

the officers and men of the Sixteenth. Kansas Cavalry did splendidly

throughout the whole campaign. Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard, command
ing the Second Colorado Cavalry, behaved with conspicuous bravery
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and coolness at all times, and especially at the battle of Newtonia,
where he ably obeyed all my orders, and held the line unflinchingly
after the carbine ammunition had been expended. Capt. W.H.Greene,
who commanded the Second Colorado Cavalry from the death of Major
Smith (during the battle of Little Blue) until the morning- of the 24th,
wrhen Major Pritchard took command, did excellent service, and is de

serving- of great praise. Credit is also due to Capt. W. D. McLain, for

the skillful manner in which he maneuvered his battery, and prompt
obedience to all my orders. I must not omit to mention Colonel Treat,
of the Twelfth Kansas State Militia, who assisted and co-operated with
me very heartily, and at the battle of Westport did good service with
his regiment dismounted.
To my staff officers lam greatly indebted for the promptness with

which my orders were promulgated and for their utter disregard to all

personal safety -and comfort. Adjt. Robert S. Roe, acting assistant

adjutant-general, and Lieuts. William Wise and J. Fenton Seymour,
aides-de-camp, were especially valuable to me as I could at all times

rely upon their coolness, judgment, and experience in directing move
ments that were made not under my personal observation. Surg. I. J.

Pollok and his assistants, Akin and Vance, were also untiring in their

efforts at attending to the wounded of the brigade.
For the minut.ia? of the campaign I would respectfully invite your

attention to the following inclosures,* viz: Report of Lieutenant-Col
onel Walker, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, marked A; re

port of Maj. James Ketner, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry,
marked B; report of Capt. W. If. Greene, commanding Second Colo
rado Cavalry, marked C: report of Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard. com
manding Second Colorado Cavalry, marked D: report of Capt. W. D.
McLaiu, commanding Independent Colorado Battery, marked E; re

port of Capt. E. W. Kiugsbury, commanding battalion Second Colorado

Cavalry, marked F.

In closing my report I have to thank the major-general commanding
the First Division, Army of the Border, for the many favors bestowed

upon me and my brigade.
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. H. FORD,

Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry, late Commanding
Fourth Brigade, First Division, Army of the Border.

Capt. GEORGE S. HAMPTON.
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division. Army of the Border.

Xo. 85.

Reports of Maj. J. Xelson Smith. Second Colorado Cavalry:

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., October 15, 186L
COLONEL : 1 have the honor to report that in pursuance to instruc

tions received from you on the 13th instant I proceeded at 9.30 same
evening with Companies A, G, F, and L to this plaCe. When about

half-way to this place I met Captain Moses with his company (M) and
Company C. I came to this place with the whole command (six com-

* Not found.
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panics), arriving at 1 o clock next a. m. I then quartered my men in
the public square, hitching my horses outside the same. At this place
(Independence) I learned that an attack was expected at daylight in
the a. in. I remained here until 1) a. m. (quartering my men on the
citizens for their breakfast, as my command had no rations), then
moved with my whole command east (down the Missouri Eiverj
fifteen miles, where 1 met a citizen by the name of Drake, who
was from the vicinity of Lexington, who informed me that the day
before two bodies of the enemy (either bushwhackers or Confederate

troops), one of 200 and the other of 100, had crossed the Missouri River
going north, while it was reported that larger parties had crossed the
river going north, and it was also currently reported that a larger force
of the enemy had crossed the river going north. It was also reported
(by pretty reliable authority) that General Price with a command of

8,000 had left the vicinity of Lexington last Wednesday, going south.
I proceeded from the point above referred to, traveling nearly due
south until 1 arrived near the south line of Jackson County. I then
traveled in a southwesterly direction for about ten miles; then in a
northwesterly direction until I reached Hicknian Mills, arriving at that

place at 9 o clock last evening, where, finding that all the troops of

your command had left, and my own command being too much fatigued
to go farther, 1 went into camp, where I remained until sunrise this

a. in.,-when I proceeded to this place, arriving at 9.30, having traveled
a distance of eighty or eighty-five miles, my men having nothing to eat
since yesterday a. m. at o clock.

Very respectfully, &c.,
J. NELSOX SMITH,

Major Second Colorado Cavalry, Commanding.
Col. JAMES II. FORD,

Commanding Second Colorado Cacalnj.

INDEPENDENCE. Mo.. October 18, 1864.

SIR: For the, information of the colonel commanding I have the
honor to report that in pursuance to instructions received from him I

left this place on the p. m. of Sunday, the IGth instant, at 8 o clock, with
detachments of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado

Cavalry, viz, Companies II, K, and L, Sixteenth Kansas, commanded
by Major Ketner. and Companies C, E, G, K, and L, Second Colorado,

numbering in all about 300 men. I proceeded east OH the Lexington
telegraph road, and when out nine or ten miles from this place found
the telegraph line down and cut, which continued for every two or three

miles until I reached Lexington. When I had proceeded about twenty-
five miles I found that it was occupying so much time, and the wire for

repairing having been all used up, I abandoned the idea, of repairing
1

the line and proceeded on to my destination. When within ten miles of

Lexington 1 commenced making inquiries in regard to the force and
kind of force at that place, and the invariable report was from 500 to

700 men, about one-half Confederate troops and the rest bushwhack
ers, and not until I got within one mile and a half or two miles could I

learn anything to the contrary, when 1 learned that it was reported
that the enemy s force had left late the night before. 1 dashed with

my command into the town on the a. m. of the 17th a little after

sunrise, but found the town evacuated by the enemy. I was in

formed by the citizens that a strong picket of the enemy had been
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posted iii the town during the night previous and liad left at day
light; also that a small picket had left the town as I occupied it. I

found but very few citizens in the streets, and they all women aud
children, but as soou as they learned that Federals occupied the towii
what few male citizens there wore left commenced crawling out of their

holes, and the citizens generally commenced swarming around us, some
in tears, some in smiles, and some in rags, and generally appeared
much rejoiced at our arrival, and offered us the hospitalities of the

town, inviting us to their homes, and acted as if they felt that they
could not do too much for us. 1 immediately posted a strong picket
about the town and sent out scouts in different directions, as I had
learned that a force of from 500 to 700 Confederates had been in

eainp only six miles from town that a. 111. at daylight, intending if

such a force was there, if not too strongly posted, to make them show
their hands or else throw up ours. My scouts proceeded in a south
and a southeasterly direction a distance of nine miles and found no
force except a picket of the enemy six miles from town, which the
scouts hred upon, killing 1 and wounding i*. [ learned that quite a

large force of the enemy had been at Dover, a distance of eight miles,
but that the pickets had been driven in from Lexington by the Federal

troops aud reported them in large force there, and more coming, and
that the Confederates had got up and skedaddled. I also learned in

Lexington (from what I consider pretty reliable authority) that a force
from 2,000 to 3,000 strong (said to be Shelby s force, and commanded
by General Fagau, C. IS. Army) was down the river at Waverly.
The citizens of Lexington have had a reign of terror, both loyal

people, JMcClellan people, and rebels. The enemy have plundered aud
robbed indiscriminately, taking everything of value that they could

carry away, and have left many poor families very destitute. I cap
tured .JO double-barreled shotguns brought by the enemy to Lexington
to arm their conscripts with; also 1,000 rounds of ammunition, all of
which 1 destroyed, as I had no transportation to carry them away. I

sent a dispatch to Captain Eads, First Missouri State Militia, who I

learned was at Richmond, across the river, and who was in command
at Lexington with his company and two full companies of citizen guards
at the time that it was evacuated, advising him to return, which he
did just as my rear guard were leaving town. 1 being well satisfied that
he could hold the place if he chose to. I left the place with my com
mand at about 4 o clock (being out of rations), the citizens pleading
with me to stay, and telling me that they would feed my whole com
mand as long as I chose to or could stay there, i returned eighteen
miles by same route on which I went in and wont into camp, it being
now dark, .lust before going into camp my advance ran onto six
mounted men. what I supposed to be the enemy s (bushwhackers)
pickets, and who after getting into the brush some distance discharged
two shots, probably signals for the force to which they belonged. It

being quite dark, my command and their horses being tired and worn
out, 1 did not think it advisable to pursue them. I here had my tele

graph operator tap the wire so that I might communicate with you, but
he reported that he could get no circuit and I had to abandon it.

Hearing that a force of from 73 to 100 bushwhackers had passed
south of us just before we went into camp, I sent Captain Greene with
his company (

I ]) and Companies G and L. Second Coloradp Cavalry,
this a. m. just before daylight to see if he could find their where
abouts, and if so give, them a turn. . His (Captain Greene s) report*

* Not iouiul.
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accompanies this and is marked C
;
also notice* marked A, published

by Captain Bedinger, C. ft. Army, at Lexington, October 14, 18ti4, and
orders* marked B, by (Japt. George S. Rathbun. same date and army.
Most of the recruits enlisted by Captains Batbbun and Bedinger, as
well as most of their conscripts, deserted and returned to their homes.

In conclusion, I would remark that too much credit cannot be given
to the officers and men under my command for their good behavior and

prompt obedience of orders. Xo complaints whatever came to me of

the misconduct of any man of my command. I broke camp at daylight
this a. in. and arrived here at 12 m.

J. XELSOX SMITH.
Major /Second Colorado Cavalry, Commanding.

ROBERT ft. ROE,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 4th Brig., Ixt ])iv., Army of the Border.

Report of iraj. Gen. George 1}^. Deitzlcr, Kansas State Militia.

HEADQUARTERS KANSAS STATE MILITIA,

Topeka, December 15, ISG-i.

MAJOR: In compliance with general iield orders from your head

quarters, dated Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1864, 1 have the honor to

report tlte -part taken by the troops under my command in the recent

campaign against the rebel army under Major-General Price:
On the 9th day of October, 1804, in pursuance of instructions from

His Excellency the Governor of Kansas, 1 issued orders to the militia to

prepare themselves for active service for thirty days, and to concentrate

immediately at the points indicated in said order, a copy of which is here
with inclosed.! So prompt were the militia in responding to this call, and
such was the alacrity and enthusiasm manifested in concentrating at the

points indicated, that upon my arrival at Olathe, on the evening of the

12th, I found several regiments already in camp there. On the morn
ing of the 13th, having received verbal instructions from Major-General
Curtis to order all troops directed to concentrate at Olathe to move to

Shawneetown, 1 proceeded to that point, formed an encampment, and
gave directions to thoroughly arm and equip the troops. During the
three succeeding days the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Thirteenth.

Fourteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty- first Regiments of the militia

arrive&amp;lt; I in camp at Shawneetown. The regiments of Kansas State

Militia, which had been ordered to rendezvous at the city of Atchison,
were subsequently directed to proceed to Wyandotte and Kansas City.
Orders from your headquarters designating the troops in the iield as

the Army of the Border, and dividing it into two wings, the right under

Major-General Blunt, and assigning me to the command of the left,

required several regiments of the militia of Southern Kansas to report
to General Blunt, who will doubtless include their action in his report.
The fact that the citizen soldiery who responded so promptly to the
call of the Governor were compelled to leave their homes and business
to the care of the women, the old and decrepit, thereby incurring
heavy losses and great inconvenience, caused much anxiety and uneas

iness, and a strong desire to end the campaign as soon as possible.
This feeling was largely increased by the mystery surrounding the

Not fouud. tSee p. 4(J9.
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movements of the enemy, and the uncertain and conflicting information

furnished by the officials belonging to the army of General Kosecrans
in search of Price.

The impression became general that the rebel forces had moved south

through General Rosecrans lines, and we were puzzled prodigiously
to account for or understand how a hostile army of 20,000 men could

remain in Boonville and the vicinity foraging wide for some two weeks

&quot;pursued by General Sauborn s cavalry with all possible dispatch&quot;

without molestation. No satisfactory explanation has yet been given
of this singular effort to find Price and to &quot;draw him into a trap.&quot;

In

my judgment it was one of the most extraordinary circumstances in

the history of campaigning, and it created so great a distrust among
the militia that several became discouraged and returned to their homes.
The first development of the rebel army was made by Major-General
Blunt, who discovered them at Lexington, Mo., on the 19th of October,
and being overpowered by superior numbers was obliged to retreat to

Independence. Several days prior to this I had, by direction of Major-
General Curtis, sent to Independence two regiments of the Kansas
State Militia, the Twelfth and Nineteenth* and on the 19th repaired
thither in person. On the morning of the 21st, in obedience to orders,
I moved with the Nineteenth Regiment to the Big Blue and began to

fortify the several crossings of that stream. At this place I found
Colonel Blair in command of the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiments
Kansas State Militia and Captain McLain s Colorado battery. I im

mediately gave the necessary orders to erect fortifications and place
the troops in position, and also ordered Brig. Gen. M. S. Grant, who
was left in charge of the troops at Shawneetown, to proceed with two

regiments of cavalry and two pieces of artillery to Hickman Mills with
instructions to fortify and defend the crossings of the Blue at that

point, and to open communication with our forces on his left. The
remainder of the cavalry and infantry were ordered from Shawneetown
to the crossing of the Big Blue on the Independence road, to which

place the troops under General Blunt also retreated during the night
of the 21st. The entire Army of the Border was now in position on
and along the north side of the Big Blue, occupying every passable

crossing of that stream from its mouth to Hickman Mills, a distance of

about fifteen miles, and presenting a formidable appearance.
Price s army entered Independence on the 20th [21st], and on the

morning of the 21st [22d] his cavalry made demonstrations at several

points in front of my position (the left wing), in several instances driv

ing the pickets in under cover of our artillery. About noon, having
received reliable information that a heavy column of the enemy was
moving against the right of our line, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel

Walker, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, with two

pieces of artillery, to re-enforce that position. Subsequently the

Twelfth Kansas State Militia and Captain McLain s battery were also

withdrawn from my line to re-enforce the right under General Blunt.

The enemy having forced a passage of the Blue at Byram s Ford, about
3 p. in., and my position being threatened from the rear, I quietly with

drew my command in perfect order, and retired to Kansas City in obe

dience to instructions from Major-General Blunt, Just as the troops
commenced moving from our works on the Blue, a detachment of rebel

cavalry made a furious dash upon the left center of my line, occupied by
the Nineteenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, under Colonel Hogan,
who received the charge with the gueatest coolness and gallantry, com

pletely routing the enemy, killing 12 and capturing 10, without loss to
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our side. If my information is correct, Price commenced moving; liis

trains south from Independence about 10 o clock on the night of the
21st under a strong escort, and on the morn ing

1 of the 22d he moved
with his cavalry and some artillery toward Westport, crossing the Blue
at Byranrs Ford, with the avowed intention of going into Kansas. He
drove Colonel Jennison s command to the edge of the timber, about two
miles from Westport, where he (Jennison) was re-enforced by a. portion
of the militia which had become detached from General Grant s com
mand at Hickman Mills. A strong detachment of the enemy moved
up the Dine under cover of the timber and attacked General Grant,
throwing his command into some confusion, killing .

.i(5, wounding 43,

taking about 100 prisoners, capturing 1 piece of artillery, and compell
ing General Grant to retire to Olathe. The loss of the enemy in this

engagement is not known, but it must have been considerable.

General Grant speaks in the highest terms of the militia undei his

command, and expresses the opinion that he could have succeeded in

repulsing the enemy had it uot been for the disgraceful conduct of

Major Laing.
In his report of the affair near Hickman Mills General Grant says:

Major Laiug, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, with four squadrons of his regi

ment, was but a .short distance in my rear Avhen the tight commenced. I expected
ho would support me, and seat him word to do so, but he would not. and did not,

although urged to do so by every officer in his command. lie withdrew his com
mand from the Held, which had the ellect of destroying the courage of the men
wilder Colonel Lowe (Twenty-first Kansas State Militia) who also failed to support
me. Major Laing is responsible for the most of my loss, and showed cowardice in

the face of the enemy.

The enemy having forced General Grant to retire during the night
to Olathe, and the commands of Colonels Moonlight and Jennison,
with several detachments of militia, to Westport, encamped on the

night of the 22d on the south side of Brush Creek, about two miles

from Westport, his line extending into Kansas near the Shawnee
Mission. On the morning of the 23d I received instructions from the

commanding general to remain in Kansas City, anil to place the artil

lery and infantry in proper position in the intrenchmeiits and to hurry
to the front all the mounted men. About 9 a. in. I directed Brigadier-
General Sherry, Kansas State Militia, to assume command of the

works in Kansas City, and proceeded to Westport. There had been
severe lighting all morning in the vicinity of Westport, and some
brilliant charges by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth IJegiments Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, which were resisted with great stubbornness, and
resulted in heavy loss to the enemy, but no ground was gained by our

side. The enemy s left in attempting to advance into Kansas had been

successfully turned and driven back by the brigades under the gal
lant Colonels Moonlight and Jennison, who occupied a position near
the Shawnee Mission. When I arrived at the front the firing had
ceased and I found our forces formed on the bluff on the north side of

Brush Creek, the left resting on the road leading from Westport to

Hickman Mills, and the enemy on the south side of said creek, beyond
the woods. The Kansas militia were dismounted and the horses sent

to the rear, and as soon as the formation was completed our forces

were ordered by Major General Curtis to advance, with General Blunt
on the left and myself on the right.
The personal presence of Major-General Curtis inspired the men with

confidence, and the whole command moved forward in perfect order

through the dense underbrush, and as they emerged from the woods
on. the south side of Brush ( reek thev encountered the enemy in strong
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force, and, after a severe struggle, iu which our troops showed the,

greatest bravery, drove him from his chosen position. Taking advan

tage of the confusion which occurred in the enemy s ranks at this time,

our victorious forces advanced rapidly into the open field, firing volley
after volley into the flying rebels, killing and wounding large numbers,
who were left in our hands. Both armies were now in full view of

each other on the open prairie, presenting one of the most magnificent

spectacles in nature. The enemy made several attempts to stand, but

such was the dashing bravery of our troops that they never succeeded

in rallying and forming their men to otter any considerable resistance.

A running fight was then kept up for about four miles, the enemy,
slowly retreating in a southerly direction, parallel with and about a

mile from the State line, in Missouri, when General liosecrans

advance, under Major-Geueral Pleasonton. made its appearance some
distance from the right of the enemy, and opened upon them with artil

lery. At this point the retreat became a perfect rout, and the enemy,
running in great confusion southward, were soon out of sight. Their

course was indicated by dense volumes of smoke from burning prairie

hay, grain stacks, &c. I accompanied the pursuit a short distance

beyond the Blue, where we were- joined by Major-General Pleasontoii

and staff. After consultation with that officer it was decided that the

U. S. forces under Generals Curtis and Pleasonton were sufficient to

follow the rebel horde and to drive them beyond the States of Mis
souri and Kansas, whereupon I requested and obtained permission from
the general commanding to order the militia to their several counties,

except the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth rJegimeuts. all from Southern Kan
sas, who continued with the pursuit to Fort Scott, from whence they
were sent to their homes.
Not having received complete reports from the several brigade com

manders I am not, at this time, prepared to make accurate statements

respecting the number of militia in the field, of men killed, wounded,
and taken prisoners, nor of particular acts of gallantry and daring of

members of the militia which deserve honorable mention. In my re

port to the Governor of Kansas 1 will endeavor to do full justice to all.

Suffice it to say here, that our casualties were comparatively slight, and
that the conduct of both officers and men were highly satisfactory, re

flecting great credit and honor upon themselves and the State, and

entitling them to the thanks of the whole country.
I cannot close my report without expressing, in behalf of the people

of Kansas, my grateful acknowledgments for the distinguished services

rendered in the campaign against Price s plundering and murdering
army by that noble patriot and gallant chieftain, Maj. Gen. S. K. Curtis.

Always at his post, and ever watchful of the interests intrusted to his

care, he saw the threatened danger even before the invaders appeared
at Pilot Knob, and Avas the first to sound the tocsin of alarm. With
characteristic energy he made every possible preparation to meet the

enemy, and entered the field in person at an early day, where he re

mained, scarcely leaving his saddle, until he saw the rebel horde driven

beyond the limits of the department, and only gave up the chase when
both his men and animals were completely exhausted. Turning a deaf
ear to the schemes of politicians and office-seekers who followed the

army, he manifested a singleness of purpose and a devotion to duty
rarely witnessed. To the knowledge and ripe experience in military
attairs, the vigilance and energy of Major-General Curtis, and his kind

co-operation in furnishing arms, ammunition, and the necessary sup-
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plies to the militia, Kansas, in a great measure, owes her preservation
from the devastating- hands of a ruthless foe, and to him we tender our
sincere thanks.

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv

ant,
GEO. W. DEITZLER,

Major-General, Kansas State Militia.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Briy. Gen. W. H. M. Fishback, commanding Fifth Brigade
District, Kansas State Militia.

OLATHE, KANS., December
2(&amp;gt;,

1864.

Major-General CURTIS,
Fort Leaven-worth, Kan ft.:

SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of my official

report to Maj. John T. Morton, assistant adjutant-general.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. IT. M. FISHBACK,
Brigadier- General.

r&amp;gt;TH BRIG. DISTRICT, KANSAS STATE MILITIA,
Paola, October 28, 1864.

MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the action
of this brigade while in active service, under proclamation of the com
mander in chief, dated on the 8th instant:

In obedience to General Orders, Xo.
,
of Maj. Gen. George W. Deitz-

ler, dated Topeka, October 8
[0], 18&amp;lt;&amp;gt;4,

1 dispatched messengers forthwith
to the different regimental commanders in my district, ordering every
man liable to duty immediately into the field, concentrating my forces

in accordance with said orders at 1 aola, Kans. The order was obeyed
with a promptness truly astonishing, especially when we consider the

sparsity of some of the settlements in South Kansas and the great
distance traveled in notifying the men. Never was there an order

obeyed with greater alacrity. On the evening of October the 10th
instant the Fifth Regiment Kansas State Militia, Col. G. A. Colton,
had organized, and reported for duty; on the llth instant the Tenth
Regiment Kansas State Militia, Col. William Pennock, was on the
inarch from Franklin and Anderson Counties, and marched to my head
quarters on the 12th. On the 13th instant I was ordered by Maj. Gen.
James G. Blunt to inarch all my available forces to Hickman Mills,

Mo., which up to this date consisted of the Fifth Regiment Kansas
State Militia Cavalry, Col. G. A. Colton, 471 men; the Tenth Regiment
Kansas State Militia Cavalry, Col. William Pennock, 751 men. Of
these I reported to General Blunt 528 men, without arms and all with
little or no ammunition, but on his solemn promise to telegraph to

Leavenworth for sufficient arms and ammunition to meet us at Aubrey,
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Kans., as also to furnish us with blaukets, camp equipage, and all

things necessary for the campaign, on the morning of the 14th instant

we took up our line of march for that place, leaving Capt. AV. R. Wag-
staff in command of the post. Arrived at Aubrey about 3 p. ni., was
informed by General Blunt that the arms and ammunition were at

Oxford, where we would inarch next morning. In the meantime I sent

a detail of men with transportation for all the arms and ammunition
that could be had at the post of Olathe, and got about 5,000 rounds of

ammunition, but no arms. I then ordered my command to Oxford,

Kans., and still finding that arms and ammunition hud not been for

warded to that place, according to the general s solemn promise, the men
became demoralized, and those without arms and ammunition refused

to proceed farther without them. I here was compelled to order all

men without arms and ammunition back to Paola, Kaus., for arms and
ammunition, and marched to Hickman Mills with those who had arms,
some of which were unfit for service. On the 15th instant the Sixth

Regiment Kansas State Militia, Lieut. Col. James D. Snoddy command
ing, reported to me for duty at Hickman Mills, Mo., consisting of 530

men. On the same day General Blunt transmitted to my headquarters
the following general field orders:

GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, ? HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, ARMY OF THE BORDER,
No. 2. $

In the Field, Hickmnn Mills, October IS, 1S64.

The troops of the division, Army of the Border, are hereby organized into brigades
as follows, to wit:

I. First Brigade, under command of Col. C. R. Jennison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry,
will consist of the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, detachment of the Third \Visconsiii

Cavalry, and five mountain howitzers.
II. Second Brigade, under command of Col. T. Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cav

alry, will consist of the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, detachment of the Sixteenth Kan
sas Cavalry, detachment of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and four mountain howitzers.

III. -Third Brigade, under the command of Col. C. W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas

Cavalry, will consist of the Fifth Regiment Kansas State Militia, commanded by
Col. G. A. Colton; the Sixth Regiment Kansas State Militia, commanded by Col.

.lames D. Snoddy; the Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, commanded by Col.

William Pennoek, under the immediate command of Brig. Gen. \V. 11. M. Fishback,
Kansas State Militia ; Independent Battery Colorado.Volunteer Artillery, and section
of Second Kansas Battery. Commanding officers of regiments, detachments, and
batteries will report immediately to commanding officers of brigades lor further
orders.

By command of Major-General Blunt:
GEO. S. HAMPTON,

Anniatunt Jdjulaiit-daural.

This order of General Blunt I considered a most wanton and uncalled
for assumption of authority on his part, contrary to the spirit of the

militia law of Kansas, and in direct violation of the understanding
under which the militia were called out, and a gross breach of good
faith toward those men who were assured they would be led by their own
officers, and as Kansas militia they should be kept under the control

of militia officers, the whole under the command of Maj. Gen. George W.
Deitzler, Kansas State Militia, an officer of great experience and tried

bravery, almost the first of the sons of Kansas who sprang to arms at

the call of his country, who led the First Regiment Kansas Volunteer

Infantry during the first years of the rebellion, and who freely shed his

blood for our common country, and one in whom all had unbounded
confidence. Yet this order of General Blunt sweeps the brigade wholly
from our control and places it for the time being beyond our reach.

This 1 could not consent to without orders from the major-general of

the Kansas State Militia. I immediately dispatched a messenger to
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him with a copy of the order and a statement of the facts, at Shawnee-
town, Kans., which was promptly answered as follows, to wit:

HEADQUARTERS KAXSAS MILITIA,
In Camp at tiJiawneetomi, October HI. 1S64.

Gen. W. H. M. FISHBACK,
Kansas Slate Militia, ffickman Mill*, Mo.:

GENERAL: The order of General Blunt with your indorsement is received. lam
directed by General Deitzlcr to say that while yon are expected to obey all lawful
orders issued by General Blunt, you arc not required to report to an officer of infe
rior rank for duty. The utmost harmony among the forces which this exigency will
throw together is especially desirable; you cannot, however, be expected to obey an
order which ha.s neither the sanction of law nor usage. Von will therefore retain your
command until superseded by a ranking officer. 1 have not the slightest doubt that
General Curtis will take the same view of the matter, and if (General Blunt persists
in the order a statement of the facts to (ieneral Curtis will set all right. The order
and indorsement as received will be forwarded to (ieneral Curtis.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. E. LEARXARD,

Colour I and Chief of titajf .

For the reasons already stated I declined to obey General Blunt s

order, believing as I did it was an insult to the State and well calcu
lated to demoralize the men, and as .you are aware did demoralize whole
companies who had not yet crossed the line, and who refused to cross,

fearing their rights as Kansas men and Kansas militia would there no
longer be respected. Reports, apparently reliable and well authenti
cated, had at this time reached me calculated to create the deepest
alarm among our brave men in the Held, who had left their wives, their

families, and their property at home on the border almost wholly un
protected. That large bands of guerrillas were threatening our border
in the vicinity of Rockville and Mound City, and as our line was un
protected, there being but few troops of any description from Olathe to
Fort Scott, and up to that time we had had no definite information of
Price or his whereabouts, I determined to send a portion of the Kansas
State Militia to Kockville, on the line southeast of .Paola, to scout and
guard the country apparently in the most immediate danger; for this

purpose, and in obedience to my order, a copy of which is herewith
inclosed, the Sixth Regiment Kansas State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel

Snoddy commanding, marched from cam}) on the 10th instant, and when
out some three or four miles they were overtaken by (ieneral Blunt, as
I am informed, with six companies of the Fifteenth Regiment Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, and one howitzer, and were ordered to halt under
penalty of being hred-upon. Lieutenant-Colonel Snoddy was disarmed
and sent to the rear of his regiment, and his men marched back to cam])
and were directed by General Blunt to elect a colonel, a lieutenant-

colonel, and a major a lieutenant-colonel in the place of Lieutenant-
Colonel Snoddy, whom he had deposed, and a colonel and major to fill

existing vacancies; a high-handed assumption of power in keeping with
his other acts. 1 was then placed under arrest by Special Field Orders,
No. 3, issued by General Blunt, and was sent under guard to Paola,
Kans. Upon my arrival there I found an order had already been re

ceived by telegraph from Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis, commanding Depart
ment of Kansas, for my immediate release and return to my command.
I was, of course, much gratified to find that that stern old patriot hero

(the
u Wheel-Horse of the Campaign

1

)
had seen through the flimsy

pretext under which the arrest was made, and had so promptly ordered

my release, and thus so pointedly discountenancing the arbitrary act



CHAP. LIU.] PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 621

of his subordinate, General Blunt. In haste I returned to my brigade,
then encamped on the Big Blue, lour miles southeast of Kansas City,
Mo., and again took command.
We were now engaged in fortifying our position against the approach

of the enemy, who was steadily advancing upon us. On the 21st I

was ordered by Major-General Deitzler to proceed to Shawncetown
and Shawnee Mission and bring up at once all the remaining forces
that had assembled at those points, \vhich was promptly done, and,
with the exception of a few stragglers, the entire command took up their
line of march for Westport and the crossings of the Big Blue, and
were still employed on the fortifications when the enemy appeared in

our front. The Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiments Kansas State
Militia were stationed at the ford at the Independence road, which
had been well fortified, and after some slight skirmishing the enemy
moved up to Byrain s Ford, and there, after a stubborn but ineffectual
effort on our part to impede his progress, he effected a crossing toward
evening and our forces were ordered by Major-General Curtis to fall

back to Westport, Mo. On Sunday morning, the 23d instant, the

enemy appeared in line of battle south of Brush Creek, near Westport.
Generals Curtis and Blunt occupied a position in front and directed
our movements in person. At about 8 a. in. our entire force moved out
to meet the enemy, and took position on Brush Creek, extending our
lines from east to west, Colonel Jennison s brigade occupying the left,

Colonel Moonlight s the right, and my brigade the center. Here the

brigade was dismounted and acted as support to the batteries.

The battle at this point was fierce and stubborn and with varying
success, neither side gaining any decisive advantage for more than
three hours, the rebels hotly contesting every foot until about 11 o clock,
when they began slowly falling back. Our men stood up nobly to their
work and maintained their ground like veterans, and, seeing their advan
tage,were eager to pursue. The enemy were now plainly feeling their way
out and losing nerve. Our boys commenced and soon the whole woods
resounded with loud and long-continued cheer after cheer as we drive
them and push them from the timber. Our batteries are now hurried

through the corn-fields, followed by the militia, who are supporting them.
Here we have punished them severely; their dead are numerous and lie

on the field unburied. Our loss compared with theirs is trifling. By 12
o clock we have reached the open prairie four miles south of Westport,
when we see on our left as far as the eye can reach a long column
advancing toward us. We are inspired with a new and intense interest ;

we look and listen: we are not long in doubt: we hear the artillery of
Generals Pleasonton and McNeil ; they have at last reached us and given
the enemy s right a taste of their powder; we now have them upon
the hip; the retreat becomes a perfect rout; we cannot keep pace with
them. The battle is over, the victory won, and nobly won, and we feel

that Kansas is safe; we breathe freer. We have done our whole duty;
the volunteers keep up the pursuit, while the militia wait for their horses.
This has been a glorious day for Kansas. She may well be proud of her
militia. The Fifth Kegiment, Col. G. A. Colton; the Sixth Kegiment,
Col. James Montgomery: the Tenth Kegiment, Col. William Pennock,
composed the brigade under my command, and all. without an exception,
behaved with splendid gallantry and continued the pursuit closely until
the night of the 24th instant, when GeneralPleason ton s command took
the front. Seeing that pursuit was useless on their part and being
almost entirely exhausted from fatigue and hunger, some of them fell

behind, while others pressed on with me, and participated in the fights
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at the Marais des Cygnes, Mine Creek, Little Osage, and southeast of
Fort Scott, all of which were hard-fought battles and victories gained for

Kansas. Night coming on we retired to Fort Scott till the morning of
the 20th instant, when I still tendered my brigade to General Curtis if

needed in the farther pursuit of the enemy, but the general thought
best to leave the militia to guard their homes and issued the following
tie-Id orders, to wit :

HEADQl ARTKRS DKPAUTMKNT OF KANSAS.
In. the, Field, Fort

&amp;lt;Sry//, Jiann., October
J&amp;gt;&amp;gt;,

ISiJ-l.

Brig. Get). W. II. M. Fishback, Kansas State Militia, will return to his headquar
ters at Paola, Kaus. His command may return to the vicinity of their homes lor the

present, but will hold themselves in readiness to repel raids at a moment s notice.

By order of Major-General Curtis:
S. S. CURTIS.

Major and Alde-de-Catnj).

In obedience to the above order I ordered all the militia at Fort Scott
from my district to march to the vicinity of their homes and hold them
selves in readiness to repel raids subject to the commander in chief,

among whom was the gallant Col. James Montgomery, commanding
Sixth Regiment Kansas State Militia, who of my brigade was last to

quit the chase; also Colonel Mitchell, commanding Eleventh Regiment
Kansas State Militia, who had fallen in with the command on the way,
and others who up to this time had not reported to me for duty, but are
all deserving of great praise for their bravery and patriotism. I have
up to this time received no official report from any of the regiments in

my brigade and cannot give the precise number of killed and wounded,
but from unofficial reports am assured that they are very few indeed.

Among the officers of my staff who deserve especial mention are

Capt. J. B. Hovey, brigade quartermaster; Surgeon Holliday, brigade
surgeon: Capt. J. P. Way, commissary. The other members of my
staff were relieved from duty while I was under arrest and their places
were supplied by W. A. Mobley, acting assistant adjutant-general;
W. W. Updegratf and Capt. S. B. Wheat, aides-de-camp, who were
with me on the field at the battle near Westport, on Sunday, the 23d

instant, and displayed great bravery in that engagement.
I have the honor to remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
W. H. M. FISHBACK,

Brigadier- General.

Maj. .JOHN T. MORTON.
Assista n t A djiitan t- Gencm I.

No. 88.

l\(
in&amp;gt;rtn &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f Maj. Gen. Sterling I ricc, ( . IS. Ami if.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD,
Camp Xo. 10, Dardanelle, Ark., September 6

,

I have the honor to report leaving Camden on the 28th ultimo. The
cavalry being at Princeton, I assumed command on the 29th and started
in the direction of Little Rock. When at a, point within seven miles of
Benton 1 diverged with the column to the left, taking a northwesterly
direction, sending General J. F. Fagan across the Saline River to make
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a demonstration toward Little Rock and at the same time protect my
right flank. On the oth instant he joined me, bringing up the rear. I

reached the Arkansas River at Dardanelle to-day. General Marma-
dnke s command has already crossed and will hold the front until the

trains are over: Colonel Harrison s brigade delayed so long in coming
that I could not wait for it, and left orders for him to report for duty to

the commander of the District of Arkansas if he did not arrive at

Princeton within three days after my leaving. There is a small Federal

force at Lewisburg, and some scouting parties were in this neighborhood
on the north side of the river to-day. I have some sick from the effects

of the summer campaign, but the troops are in the very best of spirits.

I communicated with Brigadier-General Shelby while at Princeton.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
STEELING PRICE,

Major- General, Commanding.
Col. S. S. ANDERSON.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF MISSOURI,
Indian Ford, on Current River,

Six Mile* above Pittmarfs Ferry, J/o., Camp No. 21,

September 1 J,

To-day we have entered the State of Missouri with our forces in fine

health and spirits. We found the roads very rough and bad, but have
not suffered much from that cause. Our strength is nearly 8,000 armed
and 4,000 unarmed men Fagan s division much the largest, Marma-
duke s next, and Shelby two brigades. Parties of Federals were en

countered by our advance, who arc now pursuing them. I learned

from General Shelby yesterday that 3,000 or 4,000 re-enforcements went
to Little Rock

; part of Smith s corps.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

STERLING PRICE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Col. S. S. ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ARMY HEADQUARTERS,
Camp No. 60, Boonsborough, Washington County, Ark.,

November 2, 1864.

I have the honor to report my arrival at this point last night, being un
able from the number offorces brought against me to maintain my column
in Missouri, encumbered as it was by unarmed men and undisciplined
recruits. Entering the State of Missouri from the southeast in Ripley

County, I marched northward in three columns, reuniting at Frederick-

town; then moved on and carried Ironton and Pilot Knob, making a
full reconnaissance as far as Saint Louis County, destroying the Iron

Mountain Railroad and southwest branch of the Pacific Railroad
;
then

turned northwest, striking the Pacific Railroad at Franklin. From that

the railroad was destroyed at various points westward and the cross

ings of the Meramec and Moreau Rivers forced until the enemy were
driven into their works at Jefferson City. From positive information

received of the forces there my troops were drawn off and moved on

Boonville, where a small force surrendered ; thence west toward Lexing-
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ton, meantime throwing- a force on Glasgow and Sedulia and capturing
both. At Lexington I met General Blunt s forces of Missouri, Kansas,
and Colorado troops, and drove them back toward Independence, they
contesting the crossing of the Blue very fiercely. Here, from intercepted
dispatches and other sources, I learned that a heavy force under Generals
A. J. Smith, McNeil, Sanborn, and others were establishing their lines

about thirty miles south and parallel to my line of march and the Missouri

liiver, Avhile General Kosecrans with a heavy column of infantry in

all about 30,000 strong were following as fast as the impaired state of
the roads would admit, and I was obliged, after forcing the enemy into

Westport, to fall back southward. They were thus enabled to mass
their forces on my column, and when south of the Usage by the rapid
ity of their marches were enabled to come suddenly upon my rear
and strike a severe blow, capturing several pieces of artillery and
between 300 and 400 prisoners, including Generals Marmadukc and
Cabell, and Colonels Slemons and Crandall. The enemy followed as
far as Newtonia, where they were signally repulsed, being driven for

three miles with much loss, since which time they have not been heard
from as advancing.
The details of this expedition, with casualties, will be given in a

future report in full. On account of the broken-down condition of the
stock and scarcity of forage I will divide the command, crossing the
Arkansas liiver at different points.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, S:c.,

STERLING PlilCK,

Major- General, Com mandiita.

Col. S. S. ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

ARMY HEADQUARTERS,
Camp No. 75, &amp;lt;tt Boyyy .Depot, C. JY., Xorember J.S, 186-1.

On the Id instant I forwarded from Boonsborough, Ark., a synopsis
of my campaign in Missouri, which I dispatched by special courier
to Washington. As it may not have reached you, I inclose an official

copy of it.* Since then I have moved my command by slow marches,
.crossing the Arkansas liiver below the mouth of the Canadian on the
7th instant, and through 1 erryville to this point, wkich I reached to-day.
At Boonsborough, on the suggestion of General Fagan, I detached two
of his brigades (McCray s and Dobbin s), along with Freeman s brigade,
of Marmaduke s division, to take the route to Northeast Arkansas, with
instructions to collect all stragglers and deserters, and report south of

the Arkansas liiver, at or near Washington, by the 15th, 20th, and 25th

days of December, respectively.
On the 9th instant I also approved an order of General Fagan to send

Slemons and Cabell s brigades to Arkansas, with permission to fur

lough the men until December 10, at which date the former will ren
dezvous at Miller s Bluff and the latter at Spring Hill. At the same
time J sent Colonel Tyler s brigade ahead, which will inarch by Doaks-

ville, while I, with General Shelby s division and General Clark s bri

gade, will march south to Texas, taking the Bonham road, General

Fagan and escort going by Doaksville to Washington, Ark., to meet
his command there. Since leaving Cane, Hill my animals have lived

&quot;

Sec next, atilc.
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entirely on the dry grass found along the line of march, and very many
have perished, and it is with difficulty that I am enabled to move my
train. The men also have suffered much on account of want of bread-
stuffs and salt and the scarcity of beef-cattle, until lately partially
relieved by the kindness of Generals Cooper and Stand Watie. Gen
eral Maxey also is collecting supplies at Doaksville for those going that
route. I shall be compelled to move my command slowly for several

clays until I get within the region of supplies and forage, when I will

march eastward toward Clarksville, where instructions from General
Smith can meet me, a4id unless otherwise instructed will continue
toward Fulton.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c.,
STERLING PRICE,

Major- General, Commanding.
Col. S. S. ANDERSON,

Assistant Adjutan t- General.

WASHINGTON, ARK., December 28,

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of my
operations in the late expedition into Missouri :

I regret to state that the report is meager and incomplete in many
of its details, for the reason that Major-General Marmaduke and Briga
dier-General Cabell, who bore so honorable and conspicuous a part in

the greater part of the expedition, were captured before its close and
are now prisoners in the hands of the enemy, while Major-General
Fagan, who commanded the Arkansas troops who composed so large a

portion of the forces engaged in it, has as yet been unable to make
any report; neither have any been received from his subordinate com
manders.

In conformity with the letter ofinstructions of General E. Kirby Smith
of the llth of August, 1804, 1 made immediate arrangements for a move
ment into Missouri, as concluded upon in my interview and conference
with him upon that subject, with the cavalry forces in the District ofAr
kansas which was then under my command, being promised, in addi

tion, the brigade of Louisiana cavalry commanded by Colonel Harrison,
estimated at 1,500 strong. At the same time information in full detail*

of the proposed movement, of the routes intended to be pursued, and
probable time when it would be made was without delay sent by me
to Brigadier-General Shelby, who then commanded in Northeastern
Arkansas, with instructions to make an attack, when in his judgment
lie should deem it advisable, upon Devall s Bluff and the railroad be
tween Little Rock and the White River in possession of the enemy,
and by diverting their attention from my own movements enable me to

cross the Lower Arkansas the route then proposed and unite our
forces without danger of failure. These instructions were carried out
in full by General Shelby and resulted in his attack upon the railroad,

terminating in the most complete success, over 400 Federals being cap
tured, 300 killed and wounded, six forts taken and destroyed, ten miles
of railroad destroyed, as well as vast quantities of forage, &c., full

particulars of which arecontained in the accompanying report of Gen
eral Shelby. This exploit was one of the most brilliant of the war and
cast additional luster upon the well-earned fame of that gallant gen
eral and the men and officers under his command.

40 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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It was part of the plan concluded upon that I should cross the Arkan
sas Eiver about the 20th ofAugust with the troops under my immediate
command, but from delay in receiving the necessary ordnance stores I
was unable to do so. Finally the required complement was received on
the 27th, and on the 28th of August I was relieved from the command
of the District of Arkansas, crossed the Ouachita Eiver, and on the
29th arrived at Princeton, where the divisions of Fagan and Marmaduke
were, and assumed command of all the cavalry in the District of Ar
kansas, according to the instructions of General E. Kirby Smith above
referred to. In the meantime, owing to the delay in starting, I was of
the opinion that the enemy had become informed of my intended line
of march, and I concluded that I would cross the Arkansas Eiver at
the most feasible point north of Little Eock and south of Fort Smith,
taking into consideration the probable means of obtaining forage and
subsistence.
On the 30th I accordingly took up my line of march in the direction

of Little Eock and arrived that afternoon at Tulip, a distance of nine
miles. Colonel Harrison s brigade had not yet arrived, but as I could
no longer delay I left instructions at Princeton directing him if he
should arrive there within three days to follow on and form a junction
with me, giving him information of the route I should travel; but in
case he did not reach that place within that time that he should then
report to the commanding general of the District of Arkansas. Col
onel Harrison did not take part in the expedition. On the morning ot

the 31st I resumed my line of march in the same direction as on the pre
vious day, and continued on the same until I arrived within seven miles
of Benton, when I diverged to the left, taking a northwest direction,
sending Major-General Fagan across the Saline Eiver to make a demon
stration toward Little Eock and at the same time protect my right Hank.
On the 5th of September he rejoined me, bringing up the rear.-

I reached Dardanelle on the Gth day of September. The country
through which I had passed was hilly and in some parts mountainous,
sparsely settled, but plenty of forage and subsistence had been obtained.
The Arkansas Eiver being fordable at this point, on the 7th I crossed it

with the command and train and marched to Dover, a distance of
fourteen miles. Major-General Marmaduke with his division and a por
tion of his train had already crossed it before my arrival, thus covering
the crossing of the remaining portion of the army.
At Princeton verbal ajid written communications had been sent to

Brigadier-General Shelby apprising him of the change of route and di

recting him to form a junction with me at Batesville, but up to this time
had received no information from him of his movements or position. I

resumed my line of march in the direction of the last-mentioned place,
Major-General Fagan, with his command, marching along the Spring
field road, and Major-General Marmaduke s headquarters and train on
the Clinton road, inarching by separate roads on account of the scarcity
of forage and for the purpose of ridding that section of the country of
deserters and Federaljayhawkers, as they are termed i. e., robbers and
murderers with which that country is infested. These bands, how
ever, dispersed and took refuge in the mountains at the approach of the

army, although several of them were killed and a small number taken
prisoners. On arriving at Little Eed Eiver on the 10th, still without
information of the position or movements of General Shelby, I dis

patched an officer of known skill and daring to communicate with him,
directing that he should unite himself with the rest of the command
at once.
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Oil the 12th I arrived at a point on White River eighteen miles above
Batesville, and having received information that Brigadier-General
Shelby, with his command, was at Powhatan, about sixty-four miles

northeast of Batesville and on the selected route to Missouri, I adopted
the town of Pocahontas as the point of rendezvous, and directed Major-
General Marmaduke, with his own command, his train, and that of

headquarters, to march to that point direct, while I proceeded with my
staff to Batesville, and from thence to Powhatan, while Major-General
Pagan, with his division, who had arrived at Batesville, marched to

Powhatan on the left.

I arrived on the 13th of September and found Brigadier-General Shelby
there with a portion of his command. The next day I reached Pocahoutas,
a distance of 356 miles from Camden, and there the remaining portion
of Shelby s command reported, including the brigades of Jackman,
McCray, and Dobbin. In fine, the whole army was concentrated.

The country over which I had passed was rugged and mountainous in

the extreme, and had damaged the transportation to some extent; but
it had already been or was on the point of being repaired, and on the
other hand, by adopting the routes marched over sufficient forage and
subsistence had been obtained. The towns and villages through which
I had passed had been robbed, pillaged, burned, or otherwise destroyed
by the enemy, and were, nearly deserted by the former inhabitants 5

in

fact, the whole country presented but a scene of devastation.

Upon arriving at Pocahontas I immediately proceeded to organize,
the army, which was completed OH the 18th, as follows : Pagan s division,
commanded by Maj. Gen. J. P. Pagan, was composed of Brig. Gen. W.
L. Cabell s brigade. Colonel Sleinons brigade, Colonel McCray s bri

gade, Colonel Dobbin s brigade. Colonels Lyles and Kogan s commands,
and Captain Anderson s battalion. Marrnaduke s division, commanded
by Maj. Gen. J. S. Marmadtike, was composed of Brig. Gen. John B.

Clark, jr/s, brigade. Colonel Freeman s brigade, Colonel Kitchen s regi

ment, and Lieut. Col. R. C. Wood s battalion. Shelby s division, com
manded by Brig. Gen. J. O. Shelby, consisted of Colonel Shanks bri

gade, Colonel Jackman s brigade, and Colouel Coleman s command.
Having determined to invade Missouri in three columns, Major-Gen-

eral Pagan, with his division, was ordered to march to Fredericktown,
Mo., by the way of Martinsburg, Reeves Station, arid Greenville.

Major-General Marmadiike, with his division, was ordered to march to

the vicinity of Fredericktown, to the right of the route to be followed

by Pagan s division, as above designated, varying from it from ten to

thirty miles, or as nearly within those limits as might be practicable on
account of roads and forage. Brigadier-Genera] Shelby, with his com
mand, was to march to the vicinity of Fredericktown by a route to the

left of General Pagan s, varying from it from ten to twenty miles as

nearly as practicable on account of roads and forage. The headquarters
to march with the center column. At Fredericktown the three divisions

were ordered to form a junction. A may) of the route to be followed

was furnished each of the division commanders. The most stringent
orders were issued against straggling and pillaging under the severest

penalties, and the division commanders earnestly enjoined to use their

utmost endeavors to have the order carried into effect in every particu
lar and without delay.
On the 19th of September the army marched in the order above desig

nated, and on that day I entered Missouri with nearly 12,000 men, ot

whom 8,000 were armed, and fourteen pieces of artillery, and on the 24th

day of September reached Predericktown, Mo., with the center column.
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Brigadier-General Shelby, with his division, was in advance, passing in

his route through Doniphan and Patterson, while Major-General Marina-

duke, whose route was by Poplar Bluff, Castorville, and Dallas, had not

yet come up. On the 19th, before Brigadier-General Shelby reached

Doniphan, news of the arrival of the army having been received, a force

of the enemy composed of a portion of the Twelfth Missouri (Federal)
.Cavalry,* then occupying the place, withdrew and retreated to Ponder s

Mill, burning the houses of citizens as they passed along, where they
were overtaken the next day by scouting parties sent in pursuit and
were routed with a loss of a lieutenant and 3 men killed, 4 wounded,
and 6 prisoners, besides several horses and small-arms captured. Our
loss, &quot;2 killed and 5 wounded.
On the 22d Brigadier-General Shelby attacked the town of Patterson,

but the garrison having received information of the approach hastily
evacuated the place with a loss of 28 killed and several wounded; also

telegraph battery and operator captured. ]STo loss on our part. On the
25th I remained at Frederiektown awaiting the arrival of Marmaduke s

division, which came up that evening within eight miles of the place.

Major-General Marmaduke on his route had a few skirmishes with the
Federal militia, killing and wounding 4 and capturing 11.

Colonel Jotters, of Marmaduke s division, had, before the arrival of

the army at Pocalumtas, been sent witli his regiment to Bloomneld,
Mo., which the enemy evacuated at his approach, whereupon he attacked
their rear, killing a number and capturing arms and six wagon loads

of army stores, he rejoined his brigade (Clark s) on the 24th; detached

again on the 25th, lie attacked and by a gallant charge drove the

enemy out of the town of old Jackson. (For particulars see Brigadier-
General (&quot;lark s report.)

I received at Frederiektown satisfactory information that the strength
of the enemy at Iron ton was about 1,500 and that the Federal General
A. J. Smith was encamped about ten miles from Saint Louis with his

corps, composed of about 8,000 infantry, on the Saint Louis and Iron

Mountain Railroad. I immediately issued orders to Brigadier-General
Shelby to proceed at once with his division by the way of Farmington
to a point on the Saint Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad, where there

were three tine bridges in close proximity to each other, and to destroy
the railroad there and the bridges; after effecting that object to fall

back in the direction of Ironton and Pilot Knob, which would effectually

prevent General A. J. Smith from re-enforcing the garrison at those

places, while 1 would attack and take them with the divisions of Major-
Generals Fagan and Marmaduke. General Shelby proceeded to the

point indicated and performed the duty assigned him in the most com
plete and effective manner, destroying the splendid bridge at Irondale

as well as the three bridges mentioned, tearing up miles upon miles of

the track, burning the ties, rails, &c. (For full particulars reference is

made to the accompanying report of Brigadier-General Shelby.)
On the morning of the

2(&amp;gt;th, being rejoined by Major-General Marma
duke s division, 1 proceeded at an early hour with Fagan s and Marma
duke s divisions in the direction of Ironton and Pilot Knob, at the same
time sending forward a portion of Fagan s division to take and hold a

difficult pass in that direction between two mountains within three or

four miles of Ironton. This was effected rapidly and with success.

That evening I sent forward the remainder of his division, leaving his

train at Saint Francis (&quot;reek, six miles from Ironton, where forage could

*

It was the Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
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be obtained for the animals and. where I encamped for the night with
the rest of the command. That evening Major-General Fagan drove in

the Federal pickets at Arcadia and took position before the town for

the night. The next morning he drove the enemy from Arcadia, where

they abandoned a very strong position, through Ironton, where he also

took a strong fort in the most gallant and brilliant manner. The enemy
took refuge behind their fortifications at Pilot Knob. Having received
such information as appeared to be perfectly reliable concerning the
character and strength of the fortifications as induced me to believe

that the place could be taken without great loss, I accordingly directed

Major-General Marmaduke to take possession of Shepherd s Mountain,
which was west of the fortifications and completely commanded them.
This was most satisfactorily accomplished and his artillery placed in

position on the mountain. Major-Geueral Fagan formed on the south
and east. Skirmishing took place all the day and heavy firing of artil

lery from the enemy until about 2 p. m., when a charge was ordered and
made in the most gallant manner, officers and men vying with each
other in both divisions of unsurpassed bravery, charging up nearly to

the muzzles of the enemy s cannon.
Where all acted as heroes it seems almost invidious to make any

exception, but I must be allowed to call attention to the courage and
gallantry of Brigadier-General Cabell in leading his men to the assault,

having his horse killed under him within forty yards of the fort.

But the information I had received in regard to the strength of the
fortifications proved totally incorrect. Our troops were repulsed, and
it being too late to renew the assault they were withdrawn beyond the
reach of the enemy s guns and preparations were made for a renewal
of the assault on the next day. I had dispatched a courier on the morn
ing of the 27th to Brigadier-General Shelby informing him of the pro
posed operations and directing him to rejoin the main army to assist in

the attack, and on the evening of the 27th another courier was dis

patched to him informing him of the capture of Arcadia and Ironton,
and of the repulse at Pilot Knob, and of my design to renew the attack
on the following morning; and hoping that the courier would meet him
on the way, instructed him to join me, as also the route to pursue.
Neither of these communications, as it appears, were received by Brig
adier-General Shelby, who, having heard that there was a force of the

enemy at Potosi, had left the railroad and marched to attack them at
that place, which was captured by him with its garrison of 150 Federals,

arms, ammunition, &c. The depot of the railroad at that place, with
seven fine cars, was also destroyed. (For full particulars reference is

made to the accompanying report of Brigadier-General Shelby.)
The enemy at Pilot Knob on the night following the first attack evac

uated the fort, blowing up the magazine and leaving in my possession
16 pieces of artillery, a large number of small-arms, a large amount of

army stores, consisting of bales of blankets, hundreds of barrels of flour,

many tierces of bacon, a great quantity of coffee, &c. After destroying
the artillery, which I could not take with me, and distributing such of
the stores as were needed among the troops, I moved my command
twelve miles on the road the retreating army had gone, sending Mar-
maduke forward in pursuit in command of his own and Shelby s divis

ion, which had rejoined the command. Untiring pursuit was made
night and day, but it was not until the evening of the following day
(the 27th [29th]) that he was overtakeoi, owing to the natural difficul

ties presented by the country over which the enemy retreated. Major-
Geueral Marmaduke, who was in advance, fought him until an hour
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before sunset, when Shelby was thrown in front, and the tight was con
tinued until darkness put an end to the combat. The enemy having
thrown up fortifications during the night, it was deemed advisable
not to renew the attack and the forces were withdrawn. (The partic
ulars in full of the pursuit are contained in the accompanying reports
of Brigadier-Generals Shelby and Clark.)
My loss in this report I cannot give, as I have no report from Pagan s

division, but the loss in Marmaduke s division was 14 officers and 80
men killed and wounded, and the loss inFagan s was doubtless greater.
While at Ironton, receiving information that the Federal force in

Saint Louis far exceeded my own two to one, and knowing the city to

be strongly fortified, I determined to move as last as possible on Jeffer

son City, destroying the railroad as I went, with a hope to be able to

capture that city with its troops and munitions of war. I arrived at

Richwoods on the 30th, having passed through Potosi. Lieutenant
Christian, whom 1 had previously sent to the Mississippi River before
I left Camden for the purpose of obtaining gun caps, joined me at this

place, bringing me 150,000. Lieutenant Christian is a most energetic
and efficient officer and deserves especial notice.

Major-General Fagan sent 300 men to De Soto to destroy the depot
at that place, which was effected, and the militia who had gathered
there in some numbers at the same time scattered. At the same time
General Cabell was sent with his brigade to cut the Pacific Kailroad
east of Franklin, Avhich he did effectually, at the same time burning the

depot in that town. On the 20th Colonel Burbridge and Lieutenant-
Colonel Wood were detached from his command by Major-Geueral
Marmaduke and sent to Cuba to destroy the railroad depot at that

place, which they succeeded in doing. The divisions of Marmaduke
and Shelby tore up several miles of the southwest branch of the Pacific

Railroad. (For full particulars see reports of Brigadier-Generals
Shelby and Clark.) Lieutenant-ColonelWood, ofMarmaduke s division,

destroyed the important bridge over the Moselle. These two divisions

were sent forward in the direction of Union, which was attacked and
captured by Brigadier-General Clark, killing 32 and wounding 70 of

the Federal garrison.
On the 2d of October Clark s brigade, of Marmaduke s division, took

possession of the town of Washington without opposition, and destroyed
the Pacific Railroad about two miles from that place. On the 3d a train

was captured at Miller s Station with a large amount of clothing and
400 Sharps rifles, and on the same evening the town of Hermann was
taken possession of after a slight opposition (the enemy abandoning a

6-pounder iron gun) by Clark s brigade. (For full particulars see report
of Brigadier-General Clark with the accompanying report of Colonel

Greene.) On the 4th of October Major-Geueral Marmaduke sent a force

of 400 men with one gun, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel

Wood, for the purpose of destroying the Pacific Railroad bridge over
the Gasconade River, which he effected. Linn was captured with about
100 prisoners and as many arms by a portion of Shelby s division.

On the Gth Brigadier-General Shelby sent a force under Colonel
Shanks to destroy the bridge over the Osage on the Pacific Railroad,
which was successfully accomplished. A passage was then forced by
him across the Osage six miles below ( )astle Rock. The enemy disputed-
the passage warmly, but in vain. In this action the gallant Colonel
Shanks received a severe, if not a mortal wound, and, left in the hands
of friends to be cared for, he afterward fell into the possession of the

enemy, and is reported to have since died, a loss to be greatly deplored.
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Ever foremost in battle and last in the retreat, his death would be
regretted by all who inourn the loss of the good and the brave. At the
same time that Colonel Shanks forced the passage of the Osage as
stated. Colonel Gordon, of the same division, forced its passage at
Castle Rock, and the division bivouacked that night seven miles from
Jefferson City.
On the next morning Major-General Fagan was thrown in advance

with his division, and on the march came upon the enemy about five

miles from Jefferson City in large force. A hotly-contested battle en
sued, but the enemy were gradually driven back to the Moreau Creek,
where, being re-enforced, they again made an obstinate resistance, but
were finally routed and forced to seek shelter in their intrenchments,
Fagau occupying the heights in full view of the city. On this occasion

Major-General Fagan handled his troops with marked skill and ability
undermy own immediate observation. Night approaching I determined
to move my forces two miles south of the city to a point where water
and forage were abundant, and I accordingly did so and encamped for

the night. I had received positive information that the enemy were
12,000 strong in the city, and that 3,000 more had arrived on the op
posite bank of the river by the North Missouri Railroad before I with
drew my troops to the encampment selected, Avhereupon I gave imme
diate instructions to Brigadier-General Shelby to send a sufficient force
to burn the bridges and destroy the railroad on the west of Jefferson

City in the direction of California, the county seat of Moniteau County,
and after consultation with my general officers 1 determined not to at
tack the enemy s intrenchments, as they outnumbered me nearly two to
one and were strongly fortified, but to move my command in the direc
tion of Kansas, as instructed in my original orders, hoping to be able
to capture a sufficient number of arms to arm my unarmed men at Boou-
ville, Sedalia, Lexington, and Independence, places which I intended
to occupy with my troops en route.
The next day I accordingly took up my line of march in the direction

of Kansas, and upon leaving Jefferson City was followed by General
McXeil, who made an attack upon my rear guard (Fagan s division),
but was easily repulsed. Brigadier-General Shelby, who with his divis
ion constituted my advance, reached California on the 8th, having sent
a portion of his command on before him to destroy the Pacific Railroad
at that place, which he did, destroying track and bridges, &c. Pushing
rapidly on to Boonville, he by a rapid charge drove in their pickets, and
the garrison taking refuge in their defenses, Brigadier-General Shelby,
disposing such of his forces as he had with him in a manner to prevent
the arrival of any re-enforcements, waited until his artillery could
come up. In the meantime propositions for the surrender of the town
were made to him, which were accepted, and accordingly the place with
its garrison, stores, &c., were delivered into his hands. (For particu
lars reference is made to his accompanying report.)

I followed on with the divisions of Major-Geuerals Fagan and Marina-
duke, and encamped on the night of the 8th fourteen miles from Jefferson

City, and on the 9th marched through and beyond California, making
twenty-six miles. On the 10th I arrived at Boonville with the rest of
the command. My reception was enthusiastic in the extreme. Old
and young, men, women, and children, vied in their salutations and in

ministering to the wants and comforts ofmy wearied and war-worn sol

diers. About 300 prisoners were captured at Boonville. with arms,
ammunition, and many stores, which were distributed among the sol

diers. On the llth, hearing of the approach of the Federal General
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McNeil with a cavalry force estimated at 2,500 men, for the purpose of

attacking Boonville by the Tipton road, I selected my position about
half a mile from the river and placed the divisions of Major-Generals

Fagan and Marmaduke in line of battle to receive him. The enemy
attacked them, but was easily driven back with considerable loss, and
was afterward pursued by a portion of Fagau s division and Jackman s

brigade a distance of twenty-one miles from Boonville with heavy loss,

in spite of obstinate resistance and the ruggedness of the country over
which the pursuit was made. (For full particulars, so far as the action
of his own troops were concerned, see the report of Colonel Jackman,
accompanying.)
Captain Anderson, who reported to me that day with a company of

about 100 men, was immediately sent to destroy the North Missouri
Railroad. At the same time Quantrill was sent with the men under
his command to destroy the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad, to

prevent the enemy, if possible, from throwing their, forces in my front

from Saint Louis. These officers I was informed afterward did effect

some damage to the roads, but none of any material advantage, and
totally failed in the main object proposed, which was to destroy the

large railroad bridge that was in the end of Saint Charles County.
I moved that evening from Boouville to Chouteau Springs on my pro

posed route, a distance of eleven miles, having recruited at Boonville
between 1,200 and 1,500 men, mostly unarmed. That night receiving
information that there was a large number of arms (amounting to 5,000)
stored in the City Hall at Glasgow, 1 sent Brigadier-General Clark, of

Marmaduke s division, with his own brigade and 500 of Jackman s

brigade, with orders to cross the river at Arrow Rock and attack the

place the next morning at daylight and capture it, at the same time

sending Brigadier-General Shelby with a small portion of his division

and a section of his artillery to attack the town from the west side of
the river at the same hour, to divert the attention of the enemy and
protect their advance under the cover of the fire of his artillery. ( hving
to unforeseen difficulties in crossing the river Brigadier-General Clark
was unable to commence the attack for one hour after Brigadier-General
Shelby had engaged them. The place was surrendered, but not until

after the City Hall was destroyed and the arms consumed by tire. By
the capture of this place, however, we obtained between 800 or 900

prisoners, about 1,200 small-arms, about the same number of overcoats,
150 horses, 1 steam-boat, and large amounts of underclothing. This

enterprise was a great success, effected with but comparatively small
loss on our side, and reflects great honor on all the parties concerned
in it. The captured prisoners were paroled, such of the ordnance and
other stores captured as could not be carried were distributed, and
the remaining portion, together with the steam-boat, burned.

(
For full

particulars reference is made to the accompanying reports of Brigadier-
Generals Shelby and Clark.) In the awards of praise contained in

| them] the general commanding cordially concurs.

On the night of the 13th I encamped at Mr. Marshall s, marching
fourteen miles, and on the next day marched to Jonesborough a dis

tance of eight miles where 1 was joined by Major-General Fagan, who
had been left behind at the La Mine. I there ordered Brig. Gen. M. Jeff.

Thompson, then commanding Shelby s old brigade, to take with him a
force of not less than 800 or 1,000 men and one section of artillery by
Lougwood, and from thence to Sedalia, to attack the Federal force at

that place if he should deem it advisable and prudent. This order
was promptly and completely carried out by Brigadier-General Thomp-
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son. The place, though strongly fortified and well garrisoned, was
carried by a bold and daring assault and fell into our hands with over
200 prisoners, who were paroled, several hundred stand of arms, many
pistols, and several wagon-loads of goods suitable to soldiers. (For
particulars reference is made to the accompanying reports of Generals

Shelby and Thompson.) The latter withdrew on the approach of the

enemy.
On the 15th I reached Reiser s, having passed through Marshall,

marching seventeen miles, where I remained two days awaiting the
arrival of Brigadier-General Clark, for whose safety 1 began to enter

tain fears, inasmuch as information had been received that the enemy
were on my left tiauk and in my rear in large force. Previous to the
attack on Sedalia the large and magnificent bridge on the La Mine
River on the Pacific Railroad had been destroyed by Lieut. James Wood,
of Elliott s battalion, who had been sent there by Brigadier-General
Shelby for that purpose. On the 17th I received information that the

enemy (Kansas troops) had entered Lexington on the 16th. On the
17th I received news of the capture of Sedalia by Brigadier-General
Thompson. On the 18th, having been joined by Brigadier-General
Shelby s division and Clark s brigade, of Marmaduke s division, I

marched to Waverly, a distance of twenty-two miles.

On leaving Pocahoutas I had sent an agent into Saint Louis of great
intelligence and tact to ascertain the strength of the enemy at that

city, with directions to report to me if possible at Potosi. He was,
however, so closely watched that he could not join me until after 1 had
passed that city. Upon overtaking me he informed me that I would
be pursued by 24,000 men from Saint Louis, 15,000 from Jefferson City,
which, with the forces in my front from Kansas, he believed to be the
entire force with which I would have to contend. T then abandoned
my former determination to issue an address to the people calling upon
them to rally to me, as they were already pouring in on me so rapidly
that I knew I would not be able to protect and feed them, and as it

would require that my army should be kept together to protect them
on a rapid and dangerous retreat from the State.
At daybreak on the morning of the 19th I moved from Waverly in

the direction of Lexington, Brigadier-General Shelby s division in the

advance, and having received information that Generals Blunt, Lane,
and Jennison, with between 3,000 and 4,000 Federals (Colorado, Kan
sas, and Missouri Federal troops), were at Lexington, and fearing that

they might make a junction with McNeil and A. J. Smith, who were at

Sedalia and Salt Fork, 1 made a tiauk movement to the left after cross

ing the Tabo, so as to intercept their line of march. The advance, under

Shelby, met them about 2 p. m., and a battle immediately ensued. For
a time the Federals fought well and resisted strenuously, but finally

giving way, they were pressed by our troops, driven well past Lexing
ton, and pursued on the road to Independence until night put an end
to the combat. That night the enemy evacuated Lexington in great
haste and confusion. Shelby s old brigade, under General M. Jeff.

Thompson, bivouacked that night in the suburbs of the town. I en

camped at General Shields farm, three miles south of Lexington,
marching that day twenty-six miles. On the morning of the 20th I

moved west in the same direction as before to Fire Creek Prairie, a
distance of twenty-two miles, where I encamped. Information reached
me that the enemy had fallen back to the Little Blue. On the 21st 1

resumed my line of march to the Little Blue on the Independence
road, Major-General Marmaduke s division in the front, whose advance



LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIII.

f
soon came upon the enemy s pickets, who, being

1 driven across the Blue,
destroyed the bridge as they crossed. A ford half mile below the

bridge was seized by onr troops and Marmaduke s division crossed it.

His advance (Colonel Lawther s regiment) soon came upon the enemy,
who were strongly posted behind a stone fence in superior numbers.
Lawther s regiment was driven back and was hotly pursued by the foe,
when they were re-enforced by Colonel Greene with about lf&amp;gt;0 men. A
tierce engagement ensued with varying success, Colonel Greene stub-

bornly contesting every inch of ground, when Wood s battalion arrived,
and the enemy gave -way, but being re-enforced again renewed the at

tack, when, as the ammunition of our troops engaged (who still man
fully resisted with success the far-superior numbers of the enemy) was
about to become exhausted, Colonel Kitchen s regiment arrived to their

relief. The enemy again fell back to their former strong position.
Hearing of the critical condition of Major-General Marmaduke s divis

ion, I had sent orders to Brigadier-General Shelby to march rapidly
to his relief, who accordingly hastened to the scene of action with his

division, and arrived there at the time when the enemy had taken

refuge in their first position. An immediate attack was made upon
them and a furious battle ensued, but the enemy were finally forced from
their position and they retreated. Brigadier-General Shelby now taking
the lead drove them in a stubborn running fight on foot (his men having
been dismounted) for seven miles and beyond Independence. (For full

particulars of this fight reference is made to the reports of Brigadier-
Generals Shelby and Clark, and to that of Colonel Greene, accompany
ing the latter.)

In this action Major-General Marmaduke acted with distinguished
gallantry, having not less than two horses shot under him. Brigadier-
General Clark, of his division, also exhibited great bravery and skill,

while Colonel Greene, by the manner in which he handled his regiment
against vastly-superior forces flushed with previous success, beating
them back with his handful of men and stubbornly contesting every
inch of ground until assistance came to his relief, as well as the per
sonal courage exhibited by him, justly excited the admiration of his

superior officers. Fagan s division under my orders supported Shelby,
but were not immediately engaged.

I encamped that night in Independence, having marched twenty-six
miles, the troops being engaged with the enemy most of the time and
driving them before them. On the evening of the 21st Captain Will

iams, of Brigadier-General Shelby s division, who had been sent on

recruiting service by him, rejoined his command with about 000 men,

capturing on his route the town of Carrollton with .300 prisoners, and
armed his entire command. On the morning of the 22d I left Inde

pendence. The enemy had fallen back to Big Blue, on the Kansas City
road, to a position strong by nature and strengthened by fortifications,

upon which all their art had been exhausted, and where they had been

joined by General Curtis and his forces, thus increasing Bhmt s army
to between 0,000 and 8,000 men. Receiving this information I deter
mined to advance on the Santa Fe road, which had been obstructed

by felling trees, and did so, Brigadier-General Shelby s division in

front, who advanced, detaching Jackman and sending him on the Kan-
san City road to engage the enemy, then skirmishing with the pickets.

Brigadier-General Shelby crossed the Big Blue with the remainder of

his division, meeting some opposition from the enemy, which was soon
overcome. After crossing the Big Blue he engaged the enemy to cover
the crossing and the passage of the train.
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Brigadier-General Thompson with his brigade, except Gordon s regi

ment, pressed the enemy to near the town of Westport. where he was
ordered to fall back to the Blue. Colonel Gordon, with his regiment,
who had been retained to guard the left, soon became engaged anil was
sorely pressed by overpowering numbers, when he was rejoined by
Jackman, and, gallantly charging, they repulsed the enemy, capturing
a 24-pounder howitzer, and pursued them some distance, inflicting

upon the enemy heavy loss. A large force of the enemy came out from

Westport and a severe fight ensued, the enemy obstinately endeavor

ing to regain the gun which they had lost, but they were sternly resisted,
and finally the arrival of Brigadier-General Thompson and night put
an end to the conflict. (For full particulars reference is made to the

accompanying report of Brigadier-General (Shelby.)
Two flags were also captured, which were presented me on the bat

tle-field by Captains McCoy and Wood, of
r
Gordon s regiment, who had

taken them from the enemy with their own hands.
In the meantime other forces had engaged me in the rear. Having

received information that other bodies of the enemy were pursuing me,
I had directed pickets to be placed at the Little Blue to give notice of

their approach. This had been done by Major-General Fagau, and
being advised on the morning of the 22d that the enemy had attacked
and driven in his pickets, he dispatched Brigadier-General Cabell to

drive back the enemy, which he succeeded in doing, but on his return
on coming out of Independence the enemy struck Cabell a blow in the

flank, (tutting off .&quot;&amp;gt;()() or 400 men and capturing 2 pieces of artillery.

Major-General Marmaduke s division, which formed the rear of the

army, became engaged with the same enemy about half an hour before

sundown. The division was then about two miles from Independence.
The advance of the enemy was checked by our troops, who then fell

back about half a mile and took a new position, which the enemy at

tacked with increased fierceness, driving our troops steadily back until

a late hour of the night and in almost impenetrable darkness. (For
particulars reference is made to the accompanying report of Brigadier-
General Clark.) I encamped that night on the battle-field near West-

port in line of battle, having marched twelve miles, the troops almost

constantly engaging the enemy the whole distance.

On the morning of the 23d I took up my line of march, and in a short
time discovered the enemy in position on the prairie. The train had
been sent forward on the Fort Scott road. I had instructed Major-Gen-
eral Marmaduke to resist the advance of the enemy, who was in his

rear, if possible, as he was on the same road as the train. Brigadier-
General Shelby immediately attacked the enemy, assisted by Major-
General Fagau with two brigades of Arkansas troops, and though they
resisted most stubbornly and contested every point of the approach,
drove them six or seven miles into Westport. In the meantime Major-
General Marmaduke, who was to my right and rear, being attacked
with great fierceness by an overwhelming force of the .enemy, after a
most strenuous resistance, his ammunition being exhausted, had to fall

back before the foe. (For full particulars reference is made to the

accompanying report of Brigadier-General Clark.)

Being at that time near Westport, and in full view of Generals Fagau
and Shelby and their commands, I received information that my train,
which was in front and on the right of the Fort Scott road, was threat
ened by the enemy, some 2,000 or 2,500 strong, who were moving on a line

parallel to the Fort Scott road. I immediately sent the information to

Major-General Fagan and Brigadier-General Shelby, and directed them
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to fall back to the train as soon as they could do so with safety, which
1 would attempt to defend until they arrived. I immediately pushed
forward to the front of the train with my escort and there formed in

line of battle the unarmed men, which were present to the number of
several thousand, throwing my escort and the whole number of armed
men of Tyler s brigade, formed as skirmishers (the whole not exceeding
more than liOO), to the front of the enemy, and directing Brigadier-Gen
eral Cabell, who arrived soon after, to hold the crossing of the creek
on my left, sending forward at the same time for a portion of Colonel

McOray s brigade, which was in advance of the train, and on his

approach forming him in line of battle on the left flank of the enemy,
which caused the enemy to fall back a considerable distance on the

prairie. In the meantime the rear and flank of the commands of Major-
General Fagan and Brigadier-General Shelby by the falling back of

Major-General Marmaduke were uncovered, and the former in attempt
ing to rejoin me was attacked by a large force of the enemy, but wifli

the aid of Colonel Jackman and his brigade, who came to his assistance,
and who acted so heroically and skillfully as to receive the thanks of

Major-General Fagan on the lield, the enemy were repulsed, while

Brigadier-General Shelby in attempting to obey my instructions was at

tacked in the flank and Ids command thrown into some confusion, but
rallied, repulsed the enemy, and rejoined me that evening, as did also

Major-General Fagan. (Full details of this are contained in the accom
panying reports of Brigadier-General Shelby and Colonel Jackman.)
J encamped that night on the Middle Fork of Grand Kiver, having
inarched twenty-four miles and the troops having been engaged with
the enemy nearly all day. The number of the enemy s troops engaged
that day exceeded 20.000 well-armed men. while I did not have 8,000
armed men.
On the morning of the -J4th I moved with the command on the Fort

Scott road to the Marais des Cygnes, where 1 encamped, having inarched

thirty-three miles, no enemy appearing. During the night 1 received
information from Major-General Marmaduke, who was placed in charge
of the approaches in front, that the enemy were threatening his pickets,
and upon consultation with Major-General Marmaduke we were both of

opinion that the enemy were marching upon our right by Mound City
on a road parallel to the one on which we were. We were strengthened
in that belief by a dispatch which had been captured from the com
manding Federal officer at that place to his scouts, stationed near our
then encampment, stating that he would be largely re-enforced that

night, and that he wanted a sharp lookout kept] for my army, and to

give him the earliest information of the route on which I would travel

and the direction. I also received at a late hour at night information
from some new recruits who joined me, and who had traveled fifteen

miles on the route I had traveled, that there was no enemy in my rear.

On the morning of the 2oth I resumed my march in the same direction

as before, and I considered from the information I had received the

night before that if I should encounter the enemy it would be in my
front or on my right flank. Brigadier-General Shelby s division com

posed the advance, Major-Generals Fagan and Marinaduke s divisions

composed the rear guard, Colonel Tyler s brigade to the right of the

center of the train 400 yards, Brigadier-General Shelby s old brigade
to the right of the front 400 yards, and Colonel Jackman s brigade to

the immediate front.

On reaching Little Osage Kiver J sent forward a direction to Briga^
dier-General Shelby to fall back to my position in rear of Jackmau s
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brigade for the purpose of attacking and capturing Fort Scott, where
I learned there were 1,000 negroes under arms. At the moment of his

reaching me I received a dispatch from Major-General Marmaduke, in

the rear, informing me that the enemy, 3,000 strong, were in sight of
his rear, with lines still extending, and on the note Major-General
Fagan had indorsed that he would sustain Major-General Marmaduke.
I immediately ordered Brigadier-General Shelby to take his old bri

gade, which was on my immediate right, and return to the rear as rap
idly as possible to support Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke.
I immediately mounted my horse and rode back at a gallop, and after

passing the rear of the train 1 met the divisions of Major-Generals
Fagan and Marmaduke retreating in utter and indescribable confusion,

many of them having thrown away their arms. They were deaf to all

entreaties or commands,&quot; and in vain were all efforts to rally them.
From them I received the information that Major-General Marmaduke,
Brigadier-General Cabell, and Colonel Siemens, commanding brigade,
had been captured, with 300 or 400 of their men and all their artillery

(5 pieces).

Major-General Fagan and several of his officers, who had there joined
me, assisted me in trying to rally the armed men, without success. I

then ordered Brigadier-General Shelby to hold the enemy, who were

pressing their success hotly and fiercely, in check if possible at the

crossing of the Osage until the train could be placed in safety, which
he succeeded in doing for several hours. I again formed the unarmed
men, numbering several thousand, in line of battle on the prairie beyond
the river. Major-General Fagan in the meantime had succeeded in

rallying a portion of his forces, and assisted Brigadier-General Shelby
in again holding the enemy in check upon the prairie and in front of
the immense lines of unarmed men until night-fall, when I withdrew.
The train having reached the Manniton, a distance of ten miles, I

there overtook it, having inarched a distance, of twenty-eight miles.

On the next morning, after destroying many wagons with broken-
down teams that could not be replaced, I took up my line of march at

ii o clock, there being but little forage in the neighborhood of my
encampment. We inarched over beautiful prairie roads, a distance of

fifty- six miles, and encamped at Carthage, on Spring River, the nearest

point that forage could be procured, as I was informed by Major-General
Fagan and Brigadier-General Shelby, who earnestly desired me to reach

Spring Elver, as no forage could be procured short of it. The Federal

prisoners 1 had with me became so much exhausted by fatigue that out
of humanity 1 paroled them. (For full particulars of this action seethe
several reports of Brigadier-Generals Shelby and Clark and other

accompanying reports.) On the next morning at 1) o clock, after giv
ing the men and animals time to rest and feed, [ resumed my line of
march and elicamped on Shoal Creek, a distance of twenty-two miles.

During the inarch a number of desertions took place among the Arkan
sas troops and new recruits. Xo enemy having appeared the morale of
the troops had considerably improved.
On the morning of the -8th I resumed my line of march in the direc

tion of Xewtonia, Brigadier-General Shelby in advance, Major-Generals
Fagan s and Marmaduke s divisions (the latter now commanded by
Brigadier-General Clark) in the rear. On approaching Newtonia the
advance of our forces was discovered by the Federal garrison, who com
menced a retreat. On seeing this Shelby s advance endeavored to

intercept them. The distance they had gained, however, was too great
for this to be effected, They succeeded in killing the Federal Captain
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Christian, a notorious bushwhacker, as it is termed that is, robber
and murderer noted for his deeds of violence and blood. After pass
ing over the prairie about four miles beyond Newtonia, Brigadier-
General Shelby halted his command at the edge of the prairie in a skirt

of timber and there encamped for the night. The other divisions of
the army passed on beyond him and encamped in the proper positions

they were to assume in the line of march the following day. Ere long
our scouts brought the information the enemy were crossing the prairie
in pursuit of us. Preparations were immediately made to receive him,
and about 3 o clock General Blunt, with 3,000 Federal cavalry, moved
rapidly across the prairie in pursuit of us and made a furious onslaught
upon our lines. lie was engaged by Shelby, supported by a portion of

Pagan s command. A short but obstinate combat ensued, when Blunt
was repulsed and driven across the prairie three miles with heavy loss.

This was the last we saw of the enemy. The army marched that day
twenty-six miles and encamped. (For full particulars see General

Shelby s report.) On the 20th we marched twenty-six miles and
encamped on Sugar Creekfcve miles south of Pineville, passing through
the town. No information was received in regard to the enemy. On
the 30th and 31st we reached Maysville, near the Arkansas line; marched
forty-three miles, and on the 1st of November I reached Boonsborough,
or (Jane Hill, as it is called, marching seventeen miles. There informa
tion was received by Major-General Fagan from Colonel Brooks that
he had the town of Fayetteville, Ark., closely invested, and the Fed
eral garrison forced to seek shelter within their inner fortifications,
and asking for a sufficient number of men to enable him to capture the

place and garrison. As this was a place of considerable importance
to the Federals and its capture would be of great advantage to the

cause, upon Major-Gencral Fagan s earnest solicitation 1 ordered a
detail of 500 men and two guns to be made for that purpose, which
were furnished by General Shelby under Colonel Elliott, the two guns
being furnished by Collins battery. The expedition started to Fay
etteville, formed a junction with Colonel Brooks, but before the place
could be taken the approach of General Blunt with a large force of

Federal cavalry caused the siege to be raised, and Colonel Elliott

rejoined his command. Our march from Illinois River to Cane Hill was
over a bad road, very rough and liilly, and rendered much worse than
usual by the constant rains, consequently much of the stock became
worn out and was abandoned on the route.

On the 3d I remained in camp. The weather was very bad, both

snowing and raining during the day. I there received information that

the Federal army at Little Rock had been greatly re-enforced by a por
tion of General Canby s command, and as it was necessary that I should
here adopt the line of march I should pursue on my return^to Arkansas,
at district headquarters or elsewhere, as I should be directed, I deter

mined not to risk the crossing of the Arkansas between Fort Smith and
Little Rock, on which route I could not procure subsistence, forage, or

grass in anything like sufficient quantity, but I decided to cross through
the Indian country, where beef at least could be obtained, which would
at least subsist my men for the few days it would require them to march
until they would meet supplies, even if no salt or breadstuffs could be

procured, while some grass could be obtained for the animals. In ad

dition, the route across the Arkansas River below Fort Smith would be

over a rough, hilly, and in many parts mountainous country that the

stock in its then condition would be unable to travel over, while the

route through the Indian country would be over a level and beautiful
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prairie country traversed by good roads. Again, by the route below
Fort Smith I would expose my whole army to be destroyed by a joint
attack from Federal forces detached from the heavy garrison there and
acting conjointly with large forces from Little Eock, which could easily
be spared for the purpose, and which would in every probability take

place, as information of my adopting that line of route would certainly
reach them, and the slowness with which I would necessarily have to
travel would give them ample time to make all necessary preparations.
I was, furthermore, induced to come to this conclusion from the fact
that it coincided with my instructions, in the propriety and reasonable
ness of which my own judgment fully concurred. Colonels Freeman,
Dobbin, and McCray were ordered to return such of their men as still

remained with their colors to the place where they had raised their

commands in order to collect the absentees together and bring them
within our lines during the month of December, if possible, and on the
4th day of November I took up my line of march with the balance of my
command through the Indian Territory in the direction of Boggy Depot.
On the 13th I arrived at Perryville, in the ftdian Nation, a distance of
119 [miles], where I met with three wagons with supplies, and encamped,
remaining over one day to rest and recruit my men. I had marched
carefully and slowly, stopping to graze my stock whenever an oppor
tunity offered. OH the 14th General Shelby, at his own request, was
left behind on the Canadian to recruit. On the 10th Cabell s brigade
was furloughed, as also the brigade formerly commanded by Colonel

Slemons, who was captured. On the 21st of November I arrived at

Clarksville, where I received an order from Major-General Magrtider to

march to Laynesport arid there establish my headquarters. [ arrived
there on the 2d of December, 1864, having marched J,434 miles.

The march through the Indian country was necessarily a severe one,

especially upon the stock, many of which died or became worn out and
were consequently abandoned. The men in some instances hungered
for food, but never approached starvation, nor did they suffer to any
thing like the extent that other of our soldiers have cheerfully endured
without complaint for a much longer time during this war. At all

events, I arrived in the country where forage and subsistence could be
obtained in abundance, bringing with me in safety all the sick and
wounded and all my command with which I entered the Indian country,
without a single exception, except those who voluntarily straggled off

and deserted their colors.

To enumerate specially the names of the officers who distinguished
themselves for their skill and courage would swell this report beyond
all reasonable limits; therefore, as to all but general officers and those
who acted in that capacity, I would simply refer to the accompanying
reports, heartily concurring in the meed of praise awarded to such offi

cers as are therein, enumerated by their immediate commanding officers.

Maj. Gen. J. F. Fagau, commanding the division of Arkansas troops,
bore himself throughout the whole expedition with unabated gallantry
and ardor, and commanded his division with great ability. Maj. Gen.
J. S. Marmaduke, commanding division, proved himself worthy of his

past reputation as a valiant and skillful officer, and rendered with his
division great service. His capture was a great loss to the army.
Brig. Gen. J. O. Shelby, commanding division, added new luster to his

past fame as a brilliant and heroic officer, and without disparagement
to the officers 1 must be permitted to say that I consider him the best

cavalry officer I ever saw. The services rendered by him and his
division in this expedition are beyond all praise. Brigadier-General
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Cabell bore himself as a bold, undaunted, skillful officer. Impetuous,
yet wary, he commanded his brigade in such a manner as to win praise
from all. I regret that for the want of reports from their several

commanding officers I am not able to do justice to this as well as other

brigades of Arkansas troops. Brigadier-General Cabell s capture was
a great misfortune, and his place will be difficult to till. Brigadier-
General Clark, true to his past fame, bore himself with undaunted
courage and bravery, as well as skill and prudence. His brigade was
most skillfully handled. Colonels Slemons, Dobbin, and McCray (the
former of whom was captured) acted throughout as brave, daring, yet
prudent, officers, and are each entitled to great praise. Colonel
Freeman proved himself to be a brave and energetic officer, but as his
men were mostly unarmed they were not able to render the same
brilliant services as other brigades that were armed. Colonel Tyler,
who was placed in command of a brigade of new recruits, for the most
part unarmed, deserves great praise for the success with which lie kept
them together and brought them within our lines, and deserves especial
mention for the cool gallaflfry he displayed in charging the enemy with
them at an important juncture, thereby greatly aiding in saving the
train of the army from destruction.

My thanks are due to my stall officers for their untiring energy and
unremitting attention to their duties during the entire campaign.
Their zeal and devotion cannot be too highly commended by me.

In conclusion, permit me to add that in my opinion the results flow

ing from my operations in Missouri are of the most gratifying charac
ter. I marched 1,434 miles; fought forty-three battles and&quot; skirmishes;

captured and paroled over 3,000 Federal officers and men; captured IS

pieces of artillery, 3,000 stand of small-arms, 1(5 stand of colors that
were brought out by rne (besides many others that were captured and
afterward destroyed by our troops who took them), at least 3,000 over

coats, large quantities of blankets, shoes, and ready-made clothing for

soldiers, a great many wagons and teams, large numbers of horses,

great quantities of subsistence and ordnance stores. I destroyed miles

upon miles of railroad, burning the depots and bridges; and taking
this into calculation, I do not think I go beyond the truth when I state

that 1 destroyed in the late expedition to Missouri property to the,

amount of $1(1,000,000 in value. On the other hand, I lost 10 pieces of

artillery, li stand of colors, 1,000 small-arms, while I do not think I

lost 1,000 prisoners, including the wounded left in &quot;their hands and
others than recruits on their way to join me, some of whom may have
been captured by the enemy.

I brought with me at least 5,000 new recruits, and they are still

arriving in large numbers daily within our lines, who bring the cheer

ing intelligence that there are more on their way to the army. After
1 passed the German settlements in Missouri my march was an ovation.

The people thronged around us and welcomed us with open hearts
and hands. Recruits flocked to our flag in such numbers as to threaten
to become a burden instead of a benetit, as they were mostly unarmed.
In some counties the question was not who should go to the army, but
who should stay at home. [ am satisfied that could I have remained
in Missouri this winter the army would have been increased 50,000 men.

My thanks are due to Lieutenant-Colonel Bull, my provost-marshal,
for the able, energetic, and efficient discharge of his duties.

STEELING PRICE,
Major- GeiieraL

Brig. Gen. \V. E. BCHH;S,

Chief of Staff, Shrevcport, La,
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No. 89.

Organization of Price s Army.

PAGAN S DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. .IAMKS F. FAJAN.

Cabell x liriiiade. I Dobbin x Briijade.
I

Brig. Gen. WILLIAM L. CABELL. Col. ARCHIBALD S. DOBBIN.
Lieut. C ol. A. V. REIFF.

Dobbin s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Archi-
Monroe s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. James

C. Mouroe.
bald S. Dobbin.

McGhee s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. James
Gordon s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Ander- McGhee.

son Gordon.
\
Witt s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. A. R.

Morgan s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Witt.
Thomas J. Morgan.

Hill s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. John F.

Hill.

Gunter s (Arkansas) Cavalry Battalion.
Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Gnuiter.

HarrelPs (Arkansas) Cavalry Battalion.

Lieut. Col. John M. Harrell.

Witherspoon a (Arkansas) Cavalry Bat

talion. Maj. J. L. Witherspoon.
Hughey s (Arkansas) Battery, ( apt. W.

Blocher s (Arkansas) Battery (one sec

tion. Lieut. J. V. Zimmerman.

McCraij s llrigade.

Col. THOMAS H. McCuAY.

45th Arkansas (mounted), Col. Milton D.
Baber.

47th Arkansas ( mounted). Col. Lee Crau-

M.Hnghey. dall.

I

15th Missouri Cavalry, Col. Timothy
Simmons H&amp;gt; i(/(tde. Reves.

!

Col. W. V. SLEMONS. f nattadied.

Col. WILLIAM A. CRAWFORD.
Lyles (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Oliver P.

2d Arkansas Cavalry, Col. \v . h . Siemens, i Ly]e8
Crawford s (Arkansas) Cavalry,Col.Will-

j Roffan 8 (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. James
iam A. Crawtord. ^y R 0(&amp;gt;ail

Carltou s( Arkansas) Cavalry,Col.Charles i

An(Jer8oS 8 (Arkansas) Cavalry Battal-
H. Carltou. ion Capt William L. Anderson.

Wright s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col.John C.

Wright.

MARMADCKK S DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. JOHN S. MARMADCKK.
Brig. (ieu. JOHN* B. C LARK, Jr.

Company D. Fifth Missouri (Javalry. Capt. 1). R. Stallard.

Marmuduke a liritjadc.

Brig. Gen. JOHN B. CLARK, Jr.

Col. COLTON (iREENE.

3d Missouri Cavalry, Col. Colton Greene.
4th Missouri Cavalry, Col. John Q. Bui-bridge.
7th Missouri Cavalry, ) Col. Solomon (J. Kitchen.
Davies (Missouri) Battalion Cavalry, S Lieut. Col. J. F. Davies.
8th Missouri Cavalry, Col. William L. Jettons.

10th Missouri Cavalry, Col. Robert R. Lawthcr.
14th Missouri Cavalry (battalion). Lieut. Col. Robert C. Wood.
Hynson s (Texas) Battery, Capt. H. C. Hynson.
Harris (Missouri) Battery, Capt. S. S. Harris.

Engineer company, Capt. James T. Hogaiie.
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Freeman s Brigade.

Col. THOMAS R. FREEMAN.

Freeman s (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. Thomas R. Freeman.
Fristoe s (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. Edward T. Fristoe.
Ford s (Arkansas) Cavalry Battalion, Lieut. Col. Barney Ford.

SHELBY S DIVISION.

Brig. Geii. JOSEPH &amp;lt;). SHELBY.

Shelby s Brigade. Jack-man * Brigade.

Col. DAVID SHANKS. Col. SIDNEY D. JACKMAN.
Col. MOSES W. SMITH.

Brig. Gen. M. JEFK. THOMPSON. Jackman s (Missouri) Cavalry, Lieut. Col.
C. H. Nichols.

5th Missouri Cavalry, Col. B. Frank Gor- Hunter7

s(Mi88Ouri) Cavalry, Col. DeWitt
don. C. Hunter,

llth Missouri Cavalry, Col. Moses W. Williams (Missouri) Cavalry Battalion,
Smith. Lieut. Col. D. A. Williams.

12th Missouri Cavalry, Col. David Shanks Srhnable s (Missouri) Cavalry Battalion,
Elliott s (Missouri (Cavalry, Col. Ben j. El- Lieut. Col. John A. Schnable.

liott. Collins (Missouri) Battery (onesection),
Slayback s (Missouri) Cavalry Battalion, Lieut. Jacob D. Couuor.

Lieut. Col. Alonzo \V. Slay back.
Collins (Missouri) Battery, Capt. Rich

ard A. Collins.

rattaclte&amp;lt;1.

4Hth Arkansas (mounted), Col. W. (). Colemau.

TYLER S HRIGADE.

Col. CHARLES H. TYLER.

Perkins (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. Caleb Pi-rkins.

Coftee s (Missouri) Cavalry,* Col. John T. Coffee.

Searcy s (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. James J. Searcy.

No. 90.

Itinerary of Price * ArmyA

Augustus. General Price and staff leftCamden and marched sixteen
miles.

August 29. Marched sixteen miles to Princeton. Fagau and Mar
madnke reported. General P[rice] assumed command of cavalry and
announced staff .

August 30. Marched nine miles to Tulip. Raining all day. Wood s

battalion reported to Marmaduke. Orders left at Princeton for Colonel
Harrison.

August 31
( Camp No. 4). Near Claridy s, on Benton road. Sent hack

two iron guns of Hughey s battery, not having suitable horses. Heard
of Shelby cutting railroad twice and capturing ii,f&amp;gt;0()

men and eight
companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois; twenty- five miles.

* Transferred from Jackman s brigade.
tKept by Lient. Col. Lauchlau A. Maclean, Assistant Adjutant-General.
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September 1 (Camp No. 5). On Middle Fork of Saline River; Fagan
on right flank toward Benton : eighteen miles.

September 2 (Camp No. 6). Road rough. Passed Goose Pond Moun
tain

;
nineteen miles.

September 3 (Camp No. 7). Road rocky and hilly; fifteen miles.

September 1 (Camp No. 8). Marched fifteen miles to Dr. Hill s.

September 5 (Camp No. 9}. Cabell s brigade going over the mountain.
Heard that Brooks and Stirmau had passed from Danville to Darda-
uelle on the 3d. Weather warm and sultry. Joined by Fagan from
the rear; eighteen miles.

September 6
( Camp No. 10). At Dardanelle. Scouting parties of Fed

erals on north side of river this morning. Sent letter Xo. 11 to Col.
S. S. Anderson. Marmadnke s brigade and most of the train crossed
the Arkansas River; fourteen miles.

September 7 (Camp No. 11). At Dover, having forded the Arkansas.
A Federal scout at Norristowu this morning captured 6 horses from
our pickets; fourteen miles.

September 8 (Camp No. 12}. On Clinton road; Fagan moving on
Springfield road; thirteen miles.

September 9 (Camp No. 13). Road rough and rocky; forage scarce;
eighteen miles.

September 10 (Camp No. 14). On Little Red River, eight miles south
east from Clinton. Companies of Federal jayhawkers disbanded on
approach of army; a few taken prisoners. Burbridge s regiment went
by Clinton. Letter sent to General Shelby by Captain Norman;
twenty miles.

September 11 (Camp No. 15). Road through Big Bottom of Little Red
River. AVhole country around infested with deserters from Confed
erate army, 2 of whom were killed; 1 of ours wounded. Fagan within

eight miles, ahead; fourteen miles.

September 12 (Camp No. 16}. After inarching twelve miles on direct
road to Batesville, diverged to the left over a road so mountainous as
to be almost impracticable; struck the river at a point eighteen miles
above Batesville; considerable damage to train; total distance trav

eled, thirty miles.

September 13 (Camp No. 17). At Batesville. Forded the river one
.mile above camp of yesterday ; crossing good ; marched along left bank
of the river; town completely deserted and destroyed. General Mar-
maduke and command, with ordnance train, inarched by Powhatau
direct, marching up on the left; traveled eighteen miles.

September 11 (Camp No. 1$). On Strawberry Creek. Returns and
reports received from General Shelby; thirty-two miles.

September 15 (Camp No. 1J). At Powhatan, another deserted village.
General Shelby with headquarters of his command at this point. Trav
eled fourteen miles.

September 16 (Camp No. 20). At Pocahontas, another deserted vil

lage and ruined community. -lackinan, McCray, and others reported.
Army reorganized, as per Orders, Xo. 8, on the 18th. Traveled eight
een miles.

September 10 (Camp No. 21). At Indian Ford, on Current River.

To-day the army marched in three columns Marmaduke on the right,
Shelby on left, with Fagan and the headquarters in the center. A
scout of Federals at 10 a. in. to-day burnt up Doniphau and retired;
two scouting parties sent in pursuit. Marched twenty-two miles and
entered Missouri.
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September 20 (Camp fro. 22). Marched to Ponder s Mill, on Little

Black; passed several houses burnt; women and children around the

smoking ashes; the burning done by a portion of the Twelfth Missouri

(Federal),* commanded by Captain f Lieutenant] Tape, the same that
burnt Doniphan yesterday. This morning our men attacked them at
this point; killed a lieutenant and 3 men, wounded 4, and took 6 pris
oners. Our loss 2 killed and 5 wounded. We captured several horses
and small-arms; distance, twenty miles.

September 21 (Camp No. 23). Marched to Cane Creek: forage abun
dant; heard from Marmaduke; forty-two miles on march last night;
found a Federal who had crawled from the fight of yesterday to a house
on roadside; distance, twelve miles.

September 22 (Camp No. 2-1). Marched to Greenville, county seat of

Wayne County; deserted; only two families in the place. Two com
panies of Federals passed through toward Ironton to-day. Shelby took

Patterson, killing 14 and wounding several; took telegraph apparatus
also; distance, twenty-two miles.

September 23 (Camp No. 25). Marched to Cedar Creek; roads rough;
distance, eighteen miles.

September 21 (Camp No. 2ti). Reached Fredericktown ; Shelby ahead
of us, Marmaduke behind; more killed by 14 than at first reported by
Shelby. Citizens generally Southern in sentiment; many coming to

greet us; recruiting; distance, twenty miles.

September 2~&amp;gt;. Still at Camp Xo. 20 waiting for Marmaduke to come
up. He encamped eight miles off.

September 2&amp;lt;&amp;gt; (Camp No. 27). On Saint Francis. Shelby vrent by
Farmington with a view of cutting the railroad. Fagan drove in the
Federal pickets at Arcadia and took position before the town for the

night; distance, twelve miles.

September 27 (Camp No. 28). At Arcadia. This morning Fagan
drove the Federals from Arcadia, where they abandoned a very strong
position. He also drove them through Ironton. They fell back on Fort

Davidson, in Pilot Knob. Fagan formed on the south and east. Mar
maduke took possession of Shepherd s Mountain. Heavy skirmishing
all day and continued artillery tiring by the enemy. About L* p. in.

charge made on the fort, but the men were repulsed, but reformed by
brigade commanders, but too late to renew the charge that night.
Men placed in position and ammunition replenished; distance, eight
miles.

September 28 (Camp No. 29). Enemy evacuated Pilot Knob last

night; found many stores of Government goods. (For number of guns,
&c., taken, see reports.) Twelve miles.

September 2!) (Camp No. 30). Passed through Caledonia and Potosi.

At the latter place General Shelby fought and captured Federals.

The enemy, who left Pilot Knob under General Kwing, hearing of

Shelby being in front, moved off to the west. Marmaduke and Shelby
started in pursuit last night. General M. -reft&quot;. Thompson arrived in

camp. Rumors of Steele leaving Little Rock doubted; distance,

twenty-two miles.

September 30 (Camp No. 31). At Richwoods. Lieutenant Christian

arrived with 150,000 caps and dispatches from General Magruder.
No news of enemy. Flag captured at this place. General Fagan sent

300 men to De Soto. General Cabell sent, with his brigade, to cut the

Pacific and Southwest Railroad east of Franklin; ten miles.

*
It was the Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry.
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October 1 (Camp No. 32). Near Saint Clair. Met Marmaduke and
Shelby; returned from unsuccessful pursuit of Ewing; many prisoners
brought in, found straggling. Report from De Soto: militia scattered
and depot burned. M[armaduke] and Sfhelby] destroyed the South
western Railroad for several miles. M[armaduke and S[helbyJ went on
to Union to-night; distance traveled, nineteen miles.

October 2 (Camp No. 33). Joined M[armaduke| and Sfhelby] early
in the morning; found Cabell; returned, burned a bridge east of

Franklin, and in the dawn burned the depot and destroyed the rail

road. Lieutenant-Colonel Wood also returned from burning the bridge
on the southwest branch over the JNIoselle. General Clark went to

Washington, on Missouri River; Federals retreated across the river.

Marmaduke ordered to Hermann with his division. Ffagan] and

Sfhelby] encamped on road to Mount Sterling, eight miles from Union,
making in all fifteen miles.

October 3 (Camp XT
o. 34). Distance, fourteen miles.

October 4 (Camp No. 35). Marched to Mount Sterling. One divis

ion crossed the Gasconade; horrible road bottom, and bottomless mud
on west side; raining all day. Report from Marmaduke of his taking-
Miller s Bend and Hermann; distance, seventeen miles.

October 5 (Camp Xo. Mi). Marched to a point beyond Linn. General
Marmaduke returned, having destroyed Osage (Gasconade) bridge,

having taken Hermann and Miller s Landing the day before. Shelby
sent a force under Colonel Shanks to destroy the Moreau bridge; dis

tance, fourteen miles.

October 6 (Gamp Xo. ,97). Marched to the Moreau. Crossing forced
after some resistance by the enemy. Shelby in front. Colonel Shanks
mortally wounded.

October 7 (Camp Xo. o#). Near Jefferson City. Fagan in front and
the only division engaged. Enemy in strong position, but driven from
one position to another, until about 3 p. m. they retired to their fortifi

cations in and around the city, when we formed in line to west and
south of Jefferson. Cut the Pacific Railroad. Loss very slight; ten

[miles].
October 8 (Camp X o.

3!&amp;gt;).
At Russellville. Finding the enemy to

be strongly fortified and in heavy force (lL,000) in town, supported by
.5,000 on north bank of river, drew off in the morning, Fagan protecting
the rear and skirmishing all day; distance, fourteen

(miles.]
October i&amp;gt; (Camp Xo. iO}. On the Moniteau. Marmaduke in the rear.

Several skirmishes with the enemy s cavalry, who followed as far as
California. Shelby with Thompson s brigade went on to Boonville.

Railroad destroyed from Lookout west beyond California: distance,
twenty six miles.

October 10 (Camp Xo. JJ). At Boouville. All the people turned out
to greet us. Crossed a portion of command to north side, but recalled
them. (See Shelby s report of capture of the place.) About 300 sur

rendered; distance, sixteen miles.

October 11. Enemy approached on Tipton road; was met and repulsed
by Fagan s command.

October 12. Engaged slightly with enemy; recruiting; distributing
goods. Left Boouville at 10 p. in. and marched to Chouteau Springs
(Camp No. 4U); eleven miles.

October 13
( Camp No. 43). At Marshall s. Clark went across by

Arrow Rock to attack Glasgow ; fourteen miles.
October Ji

( Camp X
r
o. 44). At Jonesborough. Fagan came up, having

been left at the La Mine. Shelby left with a section to attack Glasgow
from this side. Thompson went, to Sedalia: eiffht miles.
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October 15 (Camp No. 45). At Reiser s on Salt Fork; passed through
Marshall; rumors of the enemy on our left and rear; seventeen miles.

October 16. Remained in camp; news of surrender of Glasgow.
(See Clark and Shelby s reports.) Thompson reports the enemy in
force on road from Georgetown to Lexington.

October 17. Xews of the capture of Sedalia by Thompson; recruits

coming in; Federals enter Lexington on Kith.
October IS (Camp No.

4&amp;lt;&amp;gt;).

At Waverly; twenty-two miles.
October 19 (Camp No. 47). At General Shields three miles south of

Lexington. Left Waverly at daybreak. Knowing that Generals Blunt,
Lane, and Jennison, with between 3,000 and 4,000 Federals, were at

Lexington (Colorado, Kansas, and Missouri troops), fearing they might
make a junction with McNeil and A. J. Smith, who were on Salt
Fork and at Sedalia, made a Hank movement to the left after crossing
Tabo, so as to intercept their line of march. Met the enemy about four
miles from Lexington on Salt Pond road; Shelby in front. Fought him
back to the old Independence road, when night closed the tight. Fed
erals evacuated by the river road; loss very .slight; went home that

night; distance, twenty-six miles.

October 20 (Camp No. 48). To Fire Creek Prairie. Scout*, report
enemy falling back to the Blue; recruits from Chariton; twenty-two
miles.

October 21 (Camp No. 49}. At Independence. At [Little] Blue met
the enemy who had burned the bridge; Marmaduke in front; fought
and drove them buck tnrough Independence. Shelby sustained M[ar-
maduke] on his left; loss between 40 and

f&amp;gt;0; twenty six miles.

October 22 (Camp No. 50}. Left Independence, Shelby in front; drove
the enemy toward Kansas City, then struck a column on the left in open
ground; charged and took a 24-pounder howitzer. In coming out of

town in column enemy struck Cabell on the Hank and took 2 guns and
cut oft some 300 or 400 men. Marmaduke, who was behind in town,
fearing he might be taken prisoner, led Cabell s men and cut his way to

the command.
October 23 (Camp No. 51). Enemy in position on prairie; attacked by

Shelby, assisted by Fagan with two brigades; drove the enemy five or

six miles into Weatport. The column in rear under McNeil pushed
Marmaduke and Clark until Shelby and Fagau had to withdraw.

Enemy threatened left flank of train; driven oft by drawing up the

unarmed men in line. Encamped on Middle Fork of Grand River;
twenty-four miles.

October 24 (Camp No. 52). At Potosi. Skirmishing with the enemy,
who are following in rear: thirty-three miles.

October 25 (Camp No. 53). On Marmiton. When near the Little

Osage, Shelby in front and Marmaduke in rear, a dispatch received from
Marmaduke stating that the enemy were in .sight about 3,000 strong,
with the . line still extending; a brigade was ordered back from the

front. Fagan stated on the note that he would sustain M[armaduke|,
but before we could go back a mile we met the command coming on in

the most demoralized condition. The details can only be given from
the reports of those present. Marmaduke, Cabell, and Slemous taken

prisoners; 5 pieces of artillery captured, and the morale of the army
ruined. Everything hurried on. a mass of confusion, from which it

took every exertion to redeem it, but after crossing the Osage the

enemy again appeared in sight, but General Shelby was in the rear,

and after an action of two hours they were held in check until after

dark, when the troops were withdrawn; twenty-eight miles.
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October 26 (Camp No. 5-1). At Carthage. No enemy; left everything
behind; distance, fifty-six miles.

October 27 (Camp No. 55}. Encamped on Shoal Creek; enemy still far

behind; morale of the troops improving, but many desertions among
Arkansas troops; twenty-two miles.

October 28 (Camp No. 56). Marched through Granby and Xewtonia;
a small detachment at the latter place left night before; one cavalry
company remained; charged and routed; the captain (Christian, a
noted bushwhacker) killed; encamped about four miles below Xew-
touia, when Blunt, with about 3,000 men, came upon us. He was met
and signally repulsed by Shelby, sustained by Fagan with cavalry,
and driven for over three miles. Our train was moved forward six

miles; seventeen miles.

October 29 (Camp No. 57). On Sugar Creek, five miles south of Pine-

ville, through which we passed. Nothing known of any advance on
the part of the enemy; twenty-six miles.

October 30 (Camp No. 58). At Maysville, on line; headquarters in

Indian lands; seventeen miles.

October 31 (Camp No. 59). Marched to Illinois River, near line of Ar
kansas; twenty-six miles.

Novembef 1 (Camp No. 60). Marched to Boonsborough; raining all

day; roads bad and hilly; stock worn out; much of it abandoned. Re
ports from Colonel Brooks, who was investing Fayetteville; asks aid;
seventeen miles.

November 2. In camp all day. General Fagan with re-enforcements
went to Fayetteville. Colonel Freeman, with his command, started for

Northern Arkansas. Colonel McCray ordered to go on the 3d and
Colonel Dobbin on the 4th, to report south of Arkansas River on De
cember 15, 20, and 25; raining hard.
November 3. In camp; rain and snow. Letter from Rosecrans.
November 4 (Camp No. 61). Marched to Indian Territory; roads

good; fourteen miles.

November 5 (Camp No. 62). Marched along Sallisaw River eighteen
miles.

November 6 (Camp No. 63). Marched to Arkansas River; twenty
miles.

November 7 (Camp No. 64). Crossed Arkansas River at Pheasant

Ford; good crossing; four miles.

November 8 (Camp No. 65). Raining; ten miles.

November 9 (Camp No. 66). Raining; nine miles.

November 10 (Camp No. 67). Order for Cabell s and Siemens bri

gades approved. Slemous command, commanded by Colonel Crawford,
furloughed to December 10, to rendezvous at Millers Bluff. Cabell s

brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Reiff, to rendezvous ou
December 10 at Spring Hill, Ark.; twelve miles.

November 11 (Camp No. 08). Shelby left behind on Canadian to re

cruit. Tyler and Wood gone ahead. Wrote to General Maxey; four

teen miles.

November 12 (Camp No. 69). Marched for good grazing at Games
Creek; two miles.

November 13 (Camp No. 70). Passed through Perryville. Three

wagons of supplies received; sixteen miles.

November 14. Laid over in camp one day.
November 15 (Camp No. 71). General Fagan ordered to establish his

headquarters at Washington, Ark. ; seventeen miles.

November 16 (Camp No. 72). Seven miles.
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November 17 (Camp No. 73). At a point two miles south of Stand
Watie s headquarters ;

fourteen miles.

November 18 (Camp No. 74). Raining. Colonel Tyler started to

Clarksville; ten miles.

November 19 (Camp No. 75). Nine miles.
November 20 (Camp No. 76). Nine miles.

November 21 (Camp No. 77). Thirteen miles.

November 22 (Camp No. 78). Crossed Red River. Clark went on to

Clarksville; Shelby caught up; sixteen miles.

November 23 (Camp No. 7.9). Marched to Bonham; twelve miles.

November 21 (Camp No. 80). Fourteen miles.

November 25 (Camp No. XI). Ten miles.
November 26 (Camp No. 82). Reached Paris.

November 27 (Camp No. 83). Sixteen miles.

November 28 (Camp No. 81). At Clarksville; fourteen miles.
November 29. Remained at Clarksville. Thompson s command came

up. Leave granted to Shelby and other officers.

November 30. Still at Clarksville. Order from Magruder received
to inarch to Laynesport.
December 1 (Camp No. 85). Clark s command on the march. Thomp

son to move to-morrow; eighteen miles.

December 2 (Camp No. 86). At Layuesport. Crossed river; nineteen
miles.

December 3. Clark arrived and sent courier to Washington.
Whole distance marched, 1,434 miles.

No. 91.

Report of Lieut. Col. John P. Bull, C. 8. Army, Provost-Marshal.

WASHINGTON, December 7, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor of submitting the following report of

duties performed, prisoners paroled, &c., while acting in the capacity
of provost-marshal-general of the Army of Missouri:
About the 27th of September 1 received an order from Major-Gen-

eral Price to report to him as provost-marshal-general, and to assume
my duties as soon as practicable. I reported the next morning and
immediately organized to each brigade tifty picked men, one captain,
and three lieutenants. To each division I appointed a tield officer, with
rank of major, as provost-marshal-general of that division. Each day
the guard was deployed along the line of inarch to prevent straggling,

depredating, &c. This proved difficult, as at times the column was
stretched out five or six miles. There was also each day a detachment
ordered with the train for the purpose of assisting the chief quarter
master, &c. The list* of prisoners paroled accompanying this report
is imperfect, as the names of 300 or 400 are with Lieutenant Bill, of

Colonel McCray s brigade, who assisted me in my duties. 1 will for

ward the report of them as soon as possible. (For the report of pris
oners captured at Glasgow and paroled by Brigadier-General Clark, I

will refer you to his report, as also prisoners paroled at Sedalia by
Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson. For names and numbers of prisoners

paroled by General Shelby at Xewtonia 1 refer you to his report.)
JOHN P. BULL,

Lieut. Col. and Prov. Mar. Gen., Army of Missouri.

Lieutenant-Colonel MACLEAN, Aunt. Adjt. Gen., Army of Missouri.

* Not Ionud.
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No. 92.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelby, C. 8. Army, commanding divis

ion.

HEADQUAKTERS SHELBY S DIVISION,
December

, 1SG4.

COLONEL: The following report contains a full account of my oper
ations north of White .River, which 1 now have the honor of laying

1

before you :

*

On August 4 I picked fifty men and sent them under Lieutenant

Burch, of Smith s regiment, to Devall s Bluff. They went boldly on
tbeir mission, captured and killed about 50 Federals on the west side

of the river, hailed the lookouts at the Bluff, passed themselves off for

Mends and tried to decoy a boat over, but could not succeed, and finally

they tired half a dozen rounds into the gun-boats, quarters, and steam
ers, at the Bluff, and got away without losing a man, the irou-clads at

the wharf and the heavy batteries on the hill sweeping the western
shore with a tornado of shot and shell.

The next day Captain Williams, with a scouting party, met a larger
force of the enemy, attacked and routed them, killing and wounding
27, and bringing 10 prisoners to cam]). Re-enforcing Colonel Dobbin
with Colonel Gordon s regiment, I ordered him to make a foray upon
the Federal plantations around Helena, and harry them Avith fire and
sword. He started immediately, but met a large body of Federals at

Big Creek bridge, with two pieces of artillery and one regiment of

negroes. Dobbin attacked them at first sight and fought them hard
for three hours. The enemy gained the cover of some old fortifications

of logs and trees, and made a stubborn resistance. Dobbin and Gor
don still pressed on, drove them from their shelter, and in contusion
toward Helena, capturing and killing great numbers, besides taking
2 caissons, 3 wagons, many guns and pistols. Gordon, in the retreat

of the enemy, came upon Major Carmichael with 800 cavalry, sent out
to re-enforce the Federals, charged him in column of fours straight
down the road, scattered his command in every direction, and narrowly
missed the notorious Carmichael a house-burner, robber, and murderer
of the first water. This disastrous battle inflicted upon the enemy the
loss of 2 field officers, 7 line officers, and 200 soldiers killed and wounded.
The retreating foe Mas followed up to the corporation limits of Helena,
falling and surrendering by the wayside from sheer exhaustion. The
next day they pounced down upon the plantations and turned loose

upon them 1.000 rough and hungry horsemen. Then began a scene
almost unparalleled in the history of the war. Cotton gins and cotton,

hay, corn, and oats, reaping machines and threshing machines, negro
cabins and soldiers quarters, were burned, torn down, and destroyed.
Yankee schoolmasters and schoolmarms were taken from their little

flocks of gaping Africans and taught the secrets of rebel raiding ; negro
soldiers were shot amid the blazing rafters of their dwellings, and 300
horses and mules, much clothing and supplies, and- 200 negroes brought
safely off . Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin, sent to the plantations above

Memphis, was also successful in destroying much Federal property,
but being attacked and partly surprised, lost several good officers and
men.

* For portions of report here omitted, see Vol. XXXIV. Part 1. p. 926, and p. 28,
ante. The following extract relates to operations already covered by special reports
of August 9, 13, aud 30, for which see pp. 191, 229, and 286, respectively.
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My operations in the rear of General Steele up to this time had so
much annoyed him that he sent a very large force up by Searcy with the
avowed purpose of driving me from the country. The odds were heavy
against me in a pitched battle, for so many of my recruits were unarmed
and ineffective, but 1 determined to try the issue at all hazards. Sending
all the sick, wounded, and unarmed men one day s march to the rear, I

concentrated the largest portion of my effective men on the east side
of Black River and waited for the coining storm. Before doing this,

however, I sent Gordon and Dobbin to operate on both flanks of the

enemy and annoy them as much as possible, while Major McBaniel
with 200 men played boldly in their front. For three days they marched
and threatened, but made no direct attack. McDaniel gradually
worked around to their rear and charged it three times, killing and
wounding many. Gordon had a severe fight on their right flank and
worsted them, while Dobbin, from Augusta, held and preserved a men
acing attitude. Either from these causes, or something unknown to

me, they hastily retreated one night, leaving a strong rear guard at

Searcy, which was almost immediately driven out and our old lines

re-established.
I now determined to make a direct attack upon the railroad, having

received communications from General Price to the effect that he
would probably cross it on August 24. So on the 20th I started with
2,000 armed men and Collins battery and traveled rapidly in that
direction. Big Cypress Creek was running out bank full, which caused
me to march almost due south to Austin, forty miles from Little Rock,
and then back north again. Leaving Colonel Dobbin at Austin to cover
the crossing with his command, I reached the railroad, six miles from
Devall s Bluff. Marching quietly along in column, with no flags flying,
and everything well closed up, the appearance presented was that of a

returning Federal expedition. The entire prairie was dotted with little

knots and groups of the enemy, some cutting hay, some on guard, some
drilling, and some lolling listlessly in the sun. Williams, with his ad
vance, broke their noonday sleep with the ring of revolvers, and the

surprised and frightened enemy ran away to cover. Sending Colonel
Hunter and Major McDaniel down the road to watch Devall s Bluff,
and forming Colonel McCray as a reserve, I opened fire on Redoubt
No. 1, which, after a few wejl-directed shots, surrendered. No. 2 and
No. 3 re-enforced No. 4 and made a vigorous stand. Dismounting
Colonel Shanks brigade and bringing up Collins battery, I opened
with artillery and moved up with the infantry at the charge. The gar
risons did not wait, however, until the test came, but surrendered un

conditionally. No. 5, seeing the result, re-enforced No. 0, which was
held by Colonel Mitchell and the veteran Fifty-fourth Illinois Infan

try. They held out well under the splendid and pitiless practice of

Collins artillery, and I again dismounted Shanks brigade and moved
forward to the attack. Time was pressing. A very large force of infan

try and cavalry came hurrying down from Devall s Bluff, driving back
Hunter and McDaniel slowly and painfully. Another force of similar

size came from the direction of Little Rock, and these two columns, like

dark clouds, united with a somber, sullen glare. Out from the doomed
fort now the garrison rushed for hope and help and made a beautiful

run for their friends. I had anticipated this, and held in reserve a

sufficient force of cavalry, which now dashed away after the fugitives.
In ten minutes they were overtaken, ridden over, and double-quicked
to the rear, the bullets from the enemy plowing in among their ranks.

While the fight lasted, and before it commenced, large details were
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tearing- up the railroad, burning- forage, breaking reaping- machines,
and destroying all kinds of Federal property. The enemy came down
upon me in large numbers, but calling up Jackman and getting in all

my detachments, I moved off. They charged twice feebly, but were
easily repulsed, and I marched back toward Austin, followed by them
and fighting them during all the rest of the day. I traveled all night
and reached Austin at daylight, having marched forty miles and fought
six hours.
The result of the expedition was gratifying. Over 450 Federals were

captured, 300 killed and wounded, 6 forts taken and destroyed, vast

quantities of forage destroyed, ten miles of railroad torn up, the rails

heated and bent and the ties consumed, the telegraph broken down,
and hay machines, oxen, wagons, and supplies used up or driven off.

Our loss in killed and wounded, 170.

The enemy attacked me the next morning furiously at Austin^ but
turning upon him at the crossing of Big Cypress, Gordon inflicted such
a sudden and terrible punishment upon him that he retreated from my
rear and never came in sight again. As General Price did not cross
the railroad, as anticipated, and supposing he would come over the
mountain route, I sent a large force to Searcy Valley to watch the roads
there leading to his left flank if he came that route and frustrate all

such designs, if contemplated.
At this time I had 8,000 new recruits in camps of instruction. Mc-

Cray, Jackman, and Dobbin had good brigades with several unat
tached regiments and battalions, and I had given the men to under
stand fairly and squarely that they should go to the regular army when
the time came, or whenever I was ordered to bring them. Jayhawk-
ing, stealing, plundering of private property, and lawless impressments
had been checked and crushed by effective doses of powder and lead
and the people enjoyed a greater degree of civil freedom than ever
before.

General Adams, whom I found in command of the Northern Sub-
District of Arkansas, was retained in his civil capacity, but had no
control whatever with troops in the field.

Soon after the expedition to the railroad I sent Captain McCoy to the
Saint Francis River, where a large Government boat was hard aground,
with fifty men to destroy it. He was successful. Burned the boat and
cargo, which consisted of a large quantity of coal for the Mississippi
naval squadron. Not long after five steamers, crowded with troops,
came up White River to Augusta, where they were ambushed by
Colonel Dobbin, and great numbers killed, causing them to beat a hasty
retreat.

All the prisoners taken were paroled and sent North, for I was too
weak to spare sufficient detachments to guard them to our lines south
of the Arkansas River through an enemy s country, for the entire num
ber captured during the expedition was largely over 1,100. Only a
partial list of these prisoners can be furnished, as the record of their
names was destroyed on the late expedition to Missouri, having been
placed in a wagon devoted to the flames. Those saved, being in another
wagon, will be furnished immediately, which will be between 700 or
800. There was not a day that some of my scouting parties did not
meet, encounter, and whip in every affair a larger force of the Federals,
and such was the terror of our arms that they never came against us
only with heavy odds. Everything in readiness to move I reported to
General Price on his arrival and started for Missouri on September 19.
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My thanks are earnestly due to all my officers and men for their

courage and devotion and their eagerness at all times to meet the

enemy.
Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, I am, colonel, very re

spectfully,
JO. O. SHELBY,

Brit/adier- (lateral. Commanding Expedition .

Maj. L. A. MACLEAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, A nut/ of Ark

HEADQUARTERS SHELBY S DIVISION,
December

,
1864.

COLONEL : I have the honor to make the following report, embracing
a detailed account of uiy operations in Missouri during the recent expe
dition of General Price:
On the 12th of September I moved camp from Sulphur Rock, Ark.,

toward Pocahontas in anticipation of the arrival of the army, and on the

19th, after having received my instructions, started for Missouri, and
encamped in Douiphan. Before arriving there, however, couriers from
Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, of Marmaduke s command, brought infor

mation that 100 Federals were in the town and pressing him back. 1

immediately started forward sufficient re-enforcements, but the enemy
tied before reaching them, burning the helpless and ill-lated town. That-

night I dispatched 1~&amp;gt;0 men under Lieutenant-ColonelJohnson to pursue
the vandals. They came upon them early the next morning |20th|,

attacked, scattered, and killed many of them. I pushed on then rap
idly for Patterson, destroying on the way the bloody rendezvous of

the notorious Leeper, and on the morning of the 22d 1 surrounded
and charged in upon the town. Its garrison, hearing of my advance,
retreated hastily, but not before many were captured and killed, and
some supplies taken. All the Government portion of Patterson was
destroyed, together with its strong and ugly fort.

By a long and forced inarch the next day Frederiektown was reached
to prevent, if possibler

the removal of the goods there; but the news had

outstripped our fastest horses, and nothing was left but the shadow.
A scouting party from my command, under Captains Johnson and
Shaw, dashed into Farmiugtou, surrounded a strong court-house held

by thirty Federals, and captured them, with great quantities of goods.
Remaining three days at Frederiektown, 1 started early on the morn

ing of the 20th for the Iron Mountain Railroad, the heavy clouds over
head dark and portentous with impending destruction, and encamped
five miles from the doomed track, the whistle of the familiar locomo
tives sounding merrily and shrill on the air as if no enemy were watch

ing and waiting for the coming daylight.
Early in the dim morning Col. Benjamin Elliott was sent to Irondale

to destroy the bridge there, and Col. B. Frank Gordon to the three

bridges over Big River, below, while with the rest of the command I

struck the road equidistant between the two points. As my advance
came in sight a locomotive thundered by with one car attached loaded
with soldiers tieeing from the wrath to come, which was immediately
fired upon. Some slight obstructions had been placed upon the track

by the advanced scouts, which delayed the train a few moments, but
before any force could possibly have been brought up the locomotive
went fleeing on, urged by hands that feared the avengers of blood.
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Gordon and P^llioft did their work well, as they over do, and Elliott,
after destroying- the splendid bridge at Irondale and helping himself to

what supplies he needed, commenced upon the track. Gordon burnt
the first of his three bridges without opposition, but at Mineral Point a

brigade of Smith s infantry seemed inclined to oppose him. Going-

straight at them they made but little tight, and retreated rapidly toward
Saint Louis. The tine bridge there was then burned and one still far

ther down, and now the work of destruction began in earnest. The
whole command was deployed in a new line of battle, called the railroad

line; that is, each man took position at the end of a tie, the rails were
broken at intervals of a thousand yards, and then when the word was

given and the united strength of a thousand hands was taxed great
masses and flakes of wood and iron were torn from the yielding bed,
lifted up on end, and hurled groaning, grinding, and crashing fifty rods
sheer away from the parent grade. Thus for miles and miles a
terrible plowshare ripped up the labor of years, and the red flames
licked up the debris, with tanks, depots, trestle-work, cord-wood
and telegraph wire and poles. After spending five hours in this labor
of destruction I recalled all my detachments and spurred away for

Potosi. One hundred and fifty Federals were in fortifications there.

My advance charged them into the court-house, gained the buildings
commanding it, held them there until the artillery came up, when five

rounds brought the white flag, and all their arms, with much ammuni
tion and supplies, fell into our hands. The same work of devastation
was visited upon the Potosi branch, and the tine depot with seven cars

were destroyed.
A scouting party sent out under Lieutenant Plattenberg, numbering

thirty men, ran into 100 Federals, killed 10, wounded 17, captured 11,
2 caissons, 30 tine artillery horses with harness complete, 7 wagons,
and 23 negroes a most daring and brilliant affair.

After remaining at Potosi until the next morning, and not receiving
orders from General Price, nor, in fact, knowing the result of operations
at Pilot Knob, I determined to march there with my entire command.
At Caledonia I received orders to be in readiness in an hour to march
with General Marniaduke in pursuit of General Pawing. All that night
the chase went on, and early the next day Ewing s rear was gained and
General Marmaduke, who was in advance, fought him until an hour
before sunset, when my command, taking tin 1

, lead, continued the tight
until dark, making a heavy charge all along the line just as darkness
shut out all vestiges of daylight. Xight alone saved Ewing from

capture, and we bivouacked upon the field of Leasburg supperless and
rationless. The enemy spent their time in throwing up heavy fortifica

tions, and it was considered best next morning not to renew the attack.

September 30 I made a detour round Leasburg and marched hard for

the southwest branch, which was reached at Sullivan s Station. Here
the depot was destroyed, the track torn up as usual, vast quantities of
lumber and cord-wood burned, with 3 passenger and 5 box cars.

October 1, 2, 3, and 4 I moved with my division on through Saint

Clair, Union, Mount Sterling, and Linn, capturing at the latter place
100 prisoners and as many arms. A scout sent out here under Captain
Redd, my aide-de-camp, was very successful and brought in some pris

oners, arms, horses, and valuable information. Through this and other
sections of the country traversed by the army the wise and just policy
of General Price was fruitful of the most happy results. The German
element, largely preponderating, had been taught that Confederate
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soldiers killed, burned, and destroyed with vengeance swift as it was
merciless, sparing neither age nor sex, and exacting a dark retribution
of blood from the citizens and non-combatants. His first acts were to

parole and liberate the militia caught at home, place guards over pri
vate property, respect the ties of politics and religion, and very soon

they went abroad like some vast epidemic, until old men and boys came
into his camp in crowds to bless their protector and take the oath of

neutrality. On the 5th I marched upon Westphalia in a cold and
heavy rain, where it was reported a Federal regiment was encamped.
None were found, however, and that night I ordered Colonel Shanks to
take his brigade, with a section of artillery, and destroy the Osage
bridge, a very large and important structure, which was done at the

charge, and 40 prisoners surprised and captured in a block-house on
this side of the river. The brigade rejoined me in time to participate
in forcing the passage of the Osage, six miles below Castle Eock, early
in the day of the 6th. Positive information told me that all the fords
were guarded, and the advancing force would sutler not only the dis

advantages of crossing a wide and deep stream under fire, but also
from a perfect ignorance of the enemy s numbers. I therefore sent
Colonel Gordon to make a vigorous demonstration at Castle Rock while
I massed the remaining portion of the division and forced a passage
six miles below. Gordon found the enemy stubborn and unyielding,
and commenced a heavy fire upon him, his advance, under Capt. Wil
liam M. Moorman, striking a Federal scout on this side of thirty men
and pushing them so hard that they, like the swine possessed of the

devil, ran over a steep place and thirteen of them drowned. The rest

were captured and killed.

I recoimoitered the ford warily, showing no force whatever, and found
about one regiment drawn up to dispute farther progress, while move
ments in the rear told that more were coming up. I dismounted Shanks
and Smith s regiments, deployed them along the bank, sheltered by
heavy timber; held Elliott and Williams well in hand for a dash, and
stationed my battery at splendid range. When all these arrangements
weie completed, a terrible fire of infantry and artillery swept the other

bank, swept the opposing squadrons, swept the face of the bluffbeyond,
and drove everything for shelter to the woods. Now Elliott and Will
iams dashed away at the charge; the infantry waded after. The swift

and beautiful water was torn into foam-flakes that hurried and danced

away to the sea, while the ringing shout of a thousand voices told that
the ford was won.

I immediately pushed forward Colonel Shanks with orders to press
the retiring enemy hard and heavily. The Federals, re-enforced, came
back upon him with great vigor, and the battle raged evenly there.

Mounting Smith s and Shanks old regiment, I sent them to his assist

ance. He ordered a charge along his entire line, and led it &quot;with his

hat off and the light of battle on his face. That charge was glorious.
The enemy, though outnumbering him. tied rapidly, and pressing on
far ahead of his best and bravest, he fell in the arms of victory a bul

let through and through his dauntless breast.

I cannot refrain from laying aside for a moment the cold and formal

language of a report and paying a just tribute to the absent and
wounded hero. Brave, chivalrous, devoted friend of all who needed

friend; a lion in battle;
&quot; fleet-foot on the correi, sage counsel -in cum

ber;&quot; the Murat of my command. When he left us a star went out, a

giant was gone. Whether upon the march or the bivouac, the cold and
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weary advance or the dark and pitiless retreat, where death is fleet as
the wave of its sable banner, he was always the same heroic soldier,

ready at all times and under all circumstances.

The scythe of the reaper
Takes the ears that are hoary;

But the voice of the weeper
Wails manhood in glory.

After Colonel Shanks fell, Colonel Smith assumed command, and the

enemy were pushed until dark, when my tired and weary division biv
ouacked seven miles from Jefferson City. Colonel Gordon after severe

fighting forced a passage at Castle Rock and pushed out on tbe Jeffer

son road. At Dixon s plantation, seven miles from the ford, he again
encountered the enemy after dark, when after a severe engagement of
ten minutes duration the Federals fled in great confusion. Gordon
opened communication with me and then bivouacked for the night also.

After General Fagan had driven in the enemy s outposts on the next

day, I inarched round the city and invested it on the west and north
west and sent 100 picked men under Major McDaniel, of Elliott s regi
ment, to the Pacific Railroad. He returned the next morning, having
cut telegraph communication and picked up several prisoners.
The next morning after the march had been commenced away from

Jefferson, Lieutenant-Colonel Sclmable, placed on picket near the forti

fications on tbe south, was furiously attacked by a superior force. The
gallant colonel repulsed the first charge, but they came back re-enforced,

and Sclmable whipped them again, but the third time he charged them
first, drove them 500 yards, when he met another line which pressed
him so heavily that he was forced to retire with 4 killed and 14 wounded.

Striking California early on the morning of the 8th [9th], I found Col
onel Smith already ahead of me, whom I had sent the night before on a
visit of destruction to the Pacific Railroad, which visit will be long re

membered for riven track, bridges, and everything else that would
break or burn. Xot halting a moment in California, I left the rear

guard in charge of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, who had been assigned
by General Price to command my old brigade, and pushed on with my
advance for Boonville, where rumor located from 100 to 800 Federals.
About an hour before sunset I came upon their outlying pickets
three miles from town, which Captains McCoy and Williams charged
furiously, driving in their heavy reserves, and followed them pell-mell
into Boouville and to within thirty feet of a heavy and strong fortifi

cation. Here the Federals were held at bay until the artillery could
come up, for I am unwilling at all times to sacrifice life when nothing
is to be gained by it; but in the meantime I threw Elliott s bat
talion toward the river below and Williams above, thus rendering all

attempts to cross the river by the ferry-boat abortive. While waiting
for the battery a deputation of the oldest and most respected citizens

came to me with information that inside of the fortification was one

company of Southern men and boys, impressed into service by the iron
hand of despotism. I was then very unwilling to open tire upon the

fort, and departed so far from my usual habit in such cases that I sent
them a flag for a conference. This interview ended with an uncondi
tional surrender, and with a guaranty on my part of that protection
accorded to prisoners of war. Yet, in spite of this and of the reflection

it would cast upon me as a soldier and officer of honor, the guards were

charged by some persons in nothing save the name of Confederates, and
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Captain Shumaker taken from them and executed. That he deserved
death no one denies; that he met it thus every good soldier must
lament and deplore.
The bright hours of pleasure and enjoyment were rudely broken in

upon on the llth by a heavy force of Federals attacking General Fagan.
My division was soon ready for the field, and I received orders if pos
sible to fall upon the enemy s flank. Fearing trouble on the Georgetown
road, I sent Colonel Jackman there with orders to attack the enemy
wherever found, and fight him in front, flank or rear, as he deemed
advisable. I then moved out on the Tipton and Boonville road seven

miles, but learning that the enemy had retired I returned to camp, at
the same time ordering Colonel Jackman to leave a force of observation
where he was and change position from the Georgetown road to the

Tipton and Boonville road, advance in the direction of the retiring

Federals, and attack them upon first sight. Having no guide, and

being in a broken and uneven country, Colonel Jackman did not over
take them until dark, when he attacked and drove him rapidly across
the Tete Saline, resting there for the night, making beautiful disposi
tions to renew the fight on the morrow. About daylight the Federals

opened upon Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, commanding the covering
regiment, and forced him slowly back after half an hour s hard fight

ing. When Colonel Jackman had drawn them to his position he sud

denly turned upon them with great fury and drove them, after two
hours of hard fighting, over the ground lost, over the Tete Saline, and
two miles beyond, inflicting heavy loss. This brilliant fight stamped
him a fine cavalry officer, brave and skillful in action, with everything
requisite, to make him a dashing commander. The enemy soon re

treated, and Colonel Jackmau, by order from General Fagan, returned
with his command to camp.
Moving from Boonville on the 12th and marching rapidly west, en

camped on Blackwater on the evening of the 13th, where orders were
received for Colonel Jackmnn with 500 men to report to General Clark
for services in North Missouri, and on the 14th these orders were car
ried out. On the same day I was notified to be in readiness as early as

practicable with my entire division, remaining for a combined attack
on Glasgow and Sedalia. General M. Jeff. Thompson with a portion of
the division and two pieces of artillery moved on the latter, and I, with
the remainder and the other section of Collins battery, moved on the
former. Traveling hard all night Glasgow was reached an hour before

daylight, and just as the distant east gave token of the coming day 1

opened with infantry and artillery upon the sleeping Federals, the silent

town, and the rough and rugged fort. The surprise at first was com
plete, but the enemy, taking breath and courage, opened a merciless
tire of sharpshooters upon the battery and upon the infantry drawn up
along the shore. Yet Captain Collins, who never seems at home save
in the rage and roar of battle, by the splendid aim of his guns and the

rapidity of their serving, drove the enemy from his hiding places, and
there was a lull in the tempest of lead. It was expected that General
Clark s attack would be simultaneous with mine, and that the object of

my movement should be to cover the real assault
;
but he did not arrive

until two hours after I commenced the fight. My ammunition was con

siderably expended. Yet, when his guns were heard from the north I

again returned to the work with renewed energy, sending at the same
time to you for re-enforcements and ammunition, intending to cross the

river myself if there should be any failure from the other side. With
this view 1 called for volunteers to cross to the other side in a yawl
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and get up steam in a large boat lying opposite, which was responded
to 1

by Captain McCoy and Captain Carrington, of my staff. They
crossed in plain view of the enemy, found the boat in serviceable con
dition, and came back to report, the bullets plowing and hissing in

the water all around them. This was a most gallant exploit, and one
which is deserving of the highest praise. Before, however, additional

help arrived the town surrendered to General Clark. Colonel Jack-

man, acting in conjunction with him, displayed his usual courage and
made a most brilliant and successful charge, driving everything before
him.
General Thompson with great rapidity and dash hurled himself upon

Sedalia, opened his guns at point-blank range, sent forward Colonel
Elliott at the charge, and captured town, fort, Federals, and all to the
number of 200. Very soon great masses of the enemy came looming
up to see what bold intruder had broken in upon their quiet sleep of

years, but the wary Thompson, true to his well-won sobriquet, fell

back fighting before them in splendid style after destroying everything
owned by the United States Government.
Before the Sedalia attack I sent Lieut. James Wood, Elliott s bat

talion, to the large and magnificent bridge over the La Mine River, ou
the Pacific Uailroad. True to the memory of the same feat a year ago,
he charged upon it in the dim dawn of a dusky morning and woke the

tardy sun by a mingled mass of flame and smoke, and crackling and
splintered timbers, and crumbling arch and abutment. His work was
complete. The destruction of 1863 was re-enacted in 1864, and the
same old river swept on to the sea, telling great tales of how the gray
jackets came over the border.

Still moving west on the 17th and 18th, and leading the advance on
the 19th, I encountered a heavy force of Federals under General Blunt
five miles from Lexington, on the Salt Pond road. Immediate battle
was given. The enemy were stubborn at first and handled their artil

lery well, but Thompson gave them no breathing time, and with Gor
don and Elliott in front pushed them hard past Lexington and well on
the road toward Independence. This was the first real indication of
the immediate presence of a concentrated force in our front, and I knew
now there would be heavy work for us all in the future. On the morn
ing of the 21st rapid and continuous firing in my front warned me that

Mamiaduke, who was in my advance, was hotly engaging the enemy.
Closing up my command well and passing a command in front, I arrived
in time to receive General Price s order to support General Marmaduke
immediately. I dismounted my entire command, except Lieutenant-
Colonel Nichols regiment, of Jackman s brigade, and crossed Little

Blue by wading. Finding General Marmaduke hard pressed and
greatly outnumbered, I threw forward Thompson s brigade swiftly ou
the left, Jackman s supporting, and the fight opened fast and furious.

The enemy held a strong position behind hastily constructed works of

logs and earth, stone fences, and dee]) hollows and ravines. My divis

ion fought splendidly. From stand to stand the Federals were driven,
and soon began to waver and retreat. After great difficulty and hard
work my artillery got over the stream and opened a heavy fire from a
beautiful position. Sending the cavalry regiment of Lieutenant-Col
onel Nichols upon their left flank, which made a brilliant and desperate
charge, and pressing forward immediately in front, the enemy was
driven clearly from the field; and now taking the advance, I pushed
liiin in a stubborn running fight beyond Independence, where a large
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hospital was rilled with his wounded and dying. That evening Captain
Williams, of my advance, who had been sent north of the Missouri
Kiver to recruit, returned with 600 men after having captured Carroll -

ton with a garrison of about 300 and arming his entire command.
Bivouacking at Independence to rest my tired division, for they had

followed the chase all the long day on foot, I ordered Colonel Jackman
on the morning of the 22d to move out on the Kansas City road and

engage the enemy skirmishing&quot; with my pickets; then crossing the Big
Blue and facing the enemy on the right, engaged them to cover the

crossing and passing of the train. Sending General Thompson with
his entire brigade, except Gordon s regiment, to force the Federals
back to Westport, I held Gordon to watch the left, now being demon
strated upon, until Jackman came up. Thompson drove everything
before hint on the right within sight of the domes and spires of West-

port, and then the Federals got stubborn and re-enforced on him, hold

ing a heavy skirt of timber that fringed the lower edge of a large field.

Gordon also soon became engaged with forces outnumbering him three
to one, but fought them manfully until Jackman came up, when the

Federals unlimbered a battery at close range and poured in a merciless

tire. I determined to charge it and take it if possible. Gordon and
Jackman dashed away at the word, rode down the cannoneers, broke
the infantry supports, and captured and held one beautiful 24-pounder
howitzer (brass), with caisson and ammunition, and several wagons
and teams. Jackman followed the demoralized foe for several miles,

inflicting severe injury upon them, and returned in time to meet a large
force coining from the direction of Westport. Xow commenced a severe
and heavy light. The train had all safely passed, and I sent orders to

Thompson to hurry to my assistance. The enemy, furious at the loss

of their gun, tried hard to take it back, but the ground was held

against them, and darkness and the arrival of General Thompson put
an end to a very hard day s fighting.
The 23d of October dawned upon us clear, cold, and full of promise.

My. division moved squarely against the enemy about 8 o clock in the
direction of Westport, and very soon became fiercely engaged, as usual.

The enemy had regained all the strong positions taken from them the

day before by General Thompson, and it became imperatively necessary
to force that flank of the enemy back. Inch by inch and foot by foot

they gave way before my steady onset. Regiment met regiment, and
opposing batteries draped the scene in clouds of dense and sable smoke.
While the engagement was at its height Collins burst one of his Parrotts,
but fought on with his three guns as if nothing had happened. Again
were the Federals driven within sight of Westport, and here I halted
to reform my lines, naturally broken and irregular by the country
passed over, intending to make a direct attack upon the town. About
12 o clock I sent Jackman s brigade back to the road taken by the

train, for it was reported that General Marmaduke had fallen back
before the enemy although he had never notified me of the fact, or I

never saw his couriers, which I learned afterward were sent and thus

my whole right flank and rear were exposed. Jackman had scarcely
reached the point indicated when he met an order from General Fagan
to hasten to his help at a gallop, for the entire prairie in his front was
dark with Federals. Jackman dismounted his men in the broad and
open plain and formed them in one long, thin line before the huge wave
that threatened to engulf them. Collins with one gun hurried forward
to help Jackman, and opened furiously upon the advancing enemy.
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On and on, their great line overlapping Jackman by. one-half, they
came to within eighty yards. Down went that line of gray, and a steady
stream of bullets struck them fairly in the face, until they reeled, scat

tered, and fled; but the wing that extended beyond and around Jack-
man s left rode on to retrieve the disaster of their comrades, and came
within thirty paces at full speed. Again a merciless fire swept their

front; again Collins poured in double charges of grape and canister, and,

they, to.o, were routed and driven back, when General Fagau thanked
Colonel Jackman on the &quot; field of his fame, fresh and gory.&quot;

It was a

high and heroic action and one which shines out in our dark days of

retreat like a &quot; cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.&quot; There on
an open prairie, no help or succor near, no friendly reserves to cover
and protect a retreat, Jackman dismounted with almost the forlorn de
termination of Cortez, who burnt his ships, resolved to conquer or die.

Fresh lines of Federals forced Jackmau to mount his horses, and he
fell back after the train, fighting hard.
Now my entire rear was in possession of the enemy, and the news

was brought when Thompson was fighting for dear life at Westport.
Withdrawing him as soon as possible, and with much difficulty, for he
was hard pressed, I fell back as rapidly as I could after the retiring

army, the force I had been fighting at Westport coining up just behind,
when, reaching the road, the prairie in my rear was covered almost by
a long line of troops, which at first I supposed to be our own men.
This illusion was soon dispelled, and the two great waves uniting, came
down upon one little brigade and Colonel Playback s regiment. The
prospect was dark and desperate. Not a tree or bush was to be seen
for weary miles and miles, and no helping army could be seen any
where. I knew the only salvation was to charge the nearest line, break
it if possible, and then retreat rapidly, fighting the other. The order
was, given. Thompson and Playback fell upon them with great fury,
mixed in melee, and unclasped from the deadly embrace weak and
staggering. In attempting to reform my lines (which after breaking
through and through the Federals were much scattered) an enfilading
battery of six guns swept the whole line, and another in front opened
with terrific effect. At the same time the column which followed me
from Westport came down at the charge, and nothing was left but to run
for it, which was now commenced. The Federals seeing the confusion

pressed on furiously, yelling, shouting, and shooting, and my own men
fighting, every one on his own hook, would turn and fire and then gallop
away again. Up from the green sward of the waving grass two miles
off a string of stone fences grew up and groped along the plain a shel
ter and protection. The men reached it. Some are, over; others are

coming up, and Slayback, and Gordon and Blackwell and Elliott are

rallying the men, who make a stand here and turn like lions at bay.
The fences are lines of fire, and the bullets sputter and rain thicker

upon the charging enemy. They halt, face about, and withdraw out of

range. My command was saved, and we moved off after the army, trav

eling all night.
Day and night the retreat was continued until the evening of the

Loth, when my division, marching leisurely in front of the train, was
ordered hastily to the rear to protect it, while flying rumors came up
constantly that Marmaduke and Cabell were captured with all their

artillery. Leaving Colonel Jackman with his brigade to watch well my
left flank and guard the train, I hastened forward Avith Thompson s

brigade and Slayback s regiment to the scene of action. I soon met
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beyond the Osage River the advancing Federals, flushed with success
and clamorous for more victims. I knew from the beginning that I

.could do nothing but resist their advance, delay them as much as pos
sible, and depend on energy and night for the rest.

The first stand was made one mile north of the Osage River, where
the enemy was worsted: again upon the river-bank, and again I got
away in good condition. Then taking position on a high hill one mile
south of the river, I halted for a desperate struggle. The enemy ad
vanced in overwhelming numbers and with renewed confidence at the

sight of the small force in front of them, for Captains Langhorne and
Adams and Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols with their commands were
ahead of the train on duty. The tight lasted nearly an hour, but I was
at last forced to fall back.

Elliott, Gordon, Playback, Hooper, Smith, Blackwell, Williams, and
a host of other officers seemed to rise higher and higher as the danger
increased, and were always where the tide of battle rolled deepest and
darkest. It was an evening to try the hearts of my best and bravest,
and rallying around me they even surpassed all former days of high
and heroic bearing.

Pressed furiously, and having to cross a deep and treacherous stream,
I did not offer battle again until gaining a large hill in front of the
entire army, formed in line of battle, where I sent orders for Colonel
Jackman to join me immediately. It was a fearful hour. The long
and weary days of marching and fighting were culminating, and the
narrow issue of life or death stood out all dark and barren as a rainy sea.

The fight was to be made now, and General Price, with the pilot s wary
eye, saw the storm-cloud sweep down, growing larger and larger and
darker and darker. They came upon me steadily and calm. I waited
until they came close enough and gave them volley for volley, shot for

shot. For fifteen minutes both lines stood the pelting of the leaden
hail without flinching, and the incessant roar of musketry rang out

wildly and shrill, all separate sounds blending in a universal crash.
The fate of the army hung upon the result, and our very existence tot

tered and tossed in the smoke of the strife. The red sun looked down
upon the scene, and the redder clouds floated away with angry, sullen

glare. Slowly, slowly my old brigade was melting away. The high-
toned and chivalric Dobbin, formed on my right, stood by me in all

that fiery storm, and Elliott s and Gordon s voices sounded high above
the rage of the conflict: &quot; My merry men, tight on/

All that men could do had been done. For five days and nights
Thompson s and Slayback s commands had fought and marched and
marched and fought, and now, under concentrated and accumulated
tire of heavy odds, the left of General Thompson s brigade reeled back
over the prairie, the Federals following with furious yells; but the

right, under Colonel Elliott, met the advancing wave and broke their

front line in every direction by charging furiously the rear of the

enemy pressing hard after the left of Thompson s brigade.
Now Colonel Jackman, who had done his duty well in another part

of the field, came rushing up to avenge his fallen comrades. Going
into line at a gallop, and opening ranks to let the retreating brigade
through, he charged down upon the rushing enemy like a thunderbolt,

driving them back and scattering their front line badly. This charge
saved us, and the day s work was done. The Federals halted, reformed
their lines, brought up artillery, and fired away at long range. Very
slowly the army moved away without molestation, and darkness came
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down alike upon the dying and the dead, and the stars came out, and
a weird and dreary silence hushed the air to stillness and repose.
On the night of the -4th [25th I, on the Marmiton Elver, Colonel Jack-

man, by order, burned that portion of the train devoted to the sacrifice,

and brought up the rear all that day and night to Carthage, where we
encamped on the night of the 25th [20th |.

On the evening of the 28th,
while comfortably resting a few miles south of Newtonia, a large Federal
force drove in our outlying pickets finite briskly and came charging on
with their usual vitality. Dismounting every man of my division, I

formed my line of battle just in time- to meet the onset. Jackman held
the right and protected two pieces of Collins artillery, which opened
immediately with good effect. Thompson and Playback were on the

left, and I sent si good detachment under Major Gordon to watch well

my extreme left Hank, and then moved steadily forward with a loud
and ringing cheer. The men never hesitated from the first, but drove
the enemy all the time before them and advanced two miles into the

prairie, exposed to a hesivy artillery fire from the first, and if I had had
a mounted regiment of my own command I could have charged and
taken their splendid battery. Two detached companies of Thompson s

brigade (Captains Langhorue s and Adams
)
did excellent service on the

extreme right.

Night c.losed the contest, and another beautiful victory had crowned
the Confederate arms. This success was of eminent advantage to our

army, fought sis it was when some were urging the old and horrible

cry ofdemoralization, re-enforcements, and no ammunition. That night
about 12 o clock I withdrew, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin to

watch well the enemy s movements until the next day. He left at 8
o clock the following morning, and our retreat was continued to Cane
Hill unmolested and undisturbed. At Cane Hill, in the midst of a pelt
ing snow-storm, 1 furnished a detail of 500 men, under Colonel Elliott,
and Collins bsittery, to report to General Fsigan for an attack upon
Fayetteville. He complimented them for their gallantry and courage,
and they rejoined me the next day after making the fight.

With.as much rapidity and comfort as possible the march was con
tinued to the Arkansas River. I would here state, however, that after

all danger was over, by permission of General Price 1 sent Colonels

Hunter, Schuable, Nichols, and Slayback with their commands to North
western Arkansas to recruit both men and horses and gather up what
recruits had been left when the expedition to Missouri commenced.
After crossing the Arkansas River provisions were scarce, flour a myth,
and salt numbered with the things that were. Yet we got along as
well as could be expected, and only when actually suffering did I ask of
General Price permission to return to the Canadian and kill and jerk
beef. After losing many valuable horses and resorting to almost every
expedient to get my battery through, I arrived at Boggy Depot with

my command tired, weary, and very hungry. Here cattle were pro
cured, and the question of getting the guns along no longer disturbed
the quartermaster. 1 feel proud that not a gun of my battery was lost

except the rifled piece that burst in action, and I can safely say that no

battery ever contained a more gallant or daring captain one that Avould

go farther and stay longer and fight harder than the one commanded by
Capt. R. A. Collins.

To mention all who showed high and noble courage on the field would
exceed the limits of even a lengthy report, but Colonels Jackmau, Gor
don, Elliott, Hunter, Nichols, Schnable, Smith, Hooper, Blackwell,
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Cravens, and Erwin; Majors Gordon. MeDaniel, Vivien, and Yontz (who
was killed) ; Captains Laughorne, Adams, McCoy, Wood, Franklin, &quot;Lea,

and Lieutenants Plattenberg, Gill, and many others showed qualities
which stamp them as soldiers, heroes, and Confederates. Colonel

Schuable, whose voice sounds like a raging lion, is brave, cool, and will

charge from 100 men to 10,000. Colonel Hunter is always cool, always
ready tx&amp;gt; fight, and his judgment never at fault. Col. Benjamin Elliott,

the grim Massena of the conflict, never quits a post until all hope is

gone and death stares him in the face. Colonel Smith and Lieutenant-
Colonel Hooper (both wounded) are men the Confederate Army may
well be proud of. Captain Williams, of my advance, than whom there
are no braver or better, and the young Captain Maurice Langhorne. of

my escort, deserve promotion for gallantry on the field. Brig. Gen. M.
Jeff. Thompson needs nothing here to establish a reputation already
known over the United States. He was always with his brigade, and
that was always where the tiring was heaviest, Col. A. W. Slayback
won for himself a name and reputation for daring and gallantry that
has no superior. Lieutenant-Colonel Blackwell, the scarred veteran of

fifty .battles, maintained his high reputation. Lieutenant-Colonel

Erwin, always calm and cool, exhibited eminent abilities on the field.

Capts. C. G. Jones, Heber Price, Toney, Elliott, Neale, Shindler, Fer-

rell, and many others displayed distinguished gallantry.
But why mention a few names when all acted so well? Amid all the

trying hours of onr perilous expedition my command never failed to

rally and to form whenever and wherever ordered.

Although the expedition was full of hardships and suffering in some
respects, necessary upon such a long and protracted march, yet General
Price accomplished much, and stamped his expedition as one of the
most brilliant of the war. Large numbers. of Federals were withdrawn
from Sherman; large numbers kept from going to him; vast quantities
of Government supplies used and destroyed; five splendid railroads

visited with almost irreparable, damage; large levies of recruits made;
many prisoners captured; a beacon-light of hope- and help reared in

the dark night of despotism and oppression ; the Southern heart stimu
lated and encouraged; the weakness of Federal dominion tested, defied,

and thrown down; the wrongs of accumulated years avenged, and a

great thrill of electric hope, pride, strength, and resistance sent coursing
through every vein and artery of the South.
General Price had elements in his command so weak, so helpless, so

incongruous that no human hand could control them, and these ele

ments were fastened upon him by the very nature of the expedition,
growing and springing directly from it. Time will vindicate the great
ness of the scheme, history crown it with the laurel wreath of fame.

I am, colonel, very respectfully,
JO. O. SHELBY.

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Lieut. Col. L. A. MACLEAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of Mixnoiirt.

Owing to the unfortunate accident of having all my books and papers
destroyed of this expedition, there may be inaccuracies in the names
of places and the dates of events, but in the whole is generally correct.
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No. 93.

Reports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, ( . *S . Army, commanding
/Shelby s bru/ade.

HEADQUARTERS SHELBY S BRIGADE,
BonhaWj Tex., Xovember 21, 1864.

GENERAL: Upon the 6th day of October, 1.SG4, while in cainp on the

Osage River, Mo., I received the following order:

SPKCIAL ORDF.KS, ) HEAixirAitTKRs ARMY OF MISSOURI,
No. 21. \ ^ (Jttmp No. .}?, October 6, 1SG4.****###

II. Col. David Shanks having l&amp;gt;eeu temporarily disabled by wounds received ill

his gallant forcing of the crossing at Prince s Ford, Brig. Gen. M. Jeif. Thompson
is temporarily assigned to the command of Shelby s brigade, lately commanded by
Col. D. Shanks.

By order of Major-General Price:

L. A. MACLEAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brig. Gen. M. JEFF. THOMPSON.

ID conformity with the above order I assumed command of Shelby s

brigade on the morning of the 7th of October, and it is therefore my
duty to report the action of this brigade from that date until the pres
ent time. Colonel Shanks was left in the neighborhood of the place
where he fell and was captured by the enemy, which will account for

the report of the action of the brigade from the opening of the cam
paign to the battle on the Osage on the Oth of October being made by
another. On the 7th of October on our march toward Jefferson City
we were rejoined by Colonel Gordon s regiment that had been detached
at Westphalia to go by Castle Rock, and marching in the column
under your immediate command we passed westward and in sight of
Jefferson City to a position southwest and three miles away from the

city and encamped. During this night a detachment under command
of Major McDaniel, of Elliott s battalion, proceeded to the Pacific Rail
road and destroyed the water station and several bridges on the

stream, up the valley of which the railroad leaves the Missouri River.
On our march around Jefferson City on the 7th the batteries in the
fort south of the capital constantly fired at us, but all of their shot fell

short or missed their aim and we had no casualties. On the 8th we
marched with the main army and encamped in the neighborhood of
Russellville. On the night of the 8th Colonel Smith s regiment was
sent to the Pacific Railroad to destroy as much as possible, and to

proceed toward California, a town on the railroad. On the morning of
the 9th my brigade was detached from the main army and ordered to&quot;

proceed to the town of California, which we did, but found it already
occupied by Colonel Smith. We were at California but a short time
when we were joined by yourself and staff and ordered to proceed to

ward Boonville. While at California I ordered the water station

burned, and our quartermasters and commissaries took possession of
such articles as were needed in their respective departments, but I

did not allow the men to break ranks, and no disorders were com
mitted while I remained in the town. A party of men had been to the
town the night before our arrival who committed some depredations,
and Smith s regiment had helped themselves pretty freely before my
arrival, but those under mv immediate command acted like good sol-
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diers. We proceeded 011 our march toward Boonville without especial
incident until within four miles, when you with the advance guard,
commanded by Captain Williams, struck the .enemy s pickets, and at
full speed drove them toward the town. Your order to me to follow
with the brigade as speedily as possible was obeyed, but from the long
march to that point (thirty-six miles) and the fact that at the mill near
the road rations were being issued to the men as they passed, we did not
move as compactly as would have been desirable, but the zeal of each in

dividual man was sufficient to make the charge over the four miles dis

tance to the town not of long duration, and the regiments were soon
formed at the positions assigned them, and the battery of Captain Col
lins was at band to open when necessary.
At this time you notified me that the garrison of the enemy had sur

rendered and ordered me to receive and take charge of the prisoners.
I marched Shanks regiment (dismounted) down to receive the formal

surrender, and must compliment them for the soldierly and courteous
manner in which they treated the prisoners, for many of them were
known to be men who scarcely deserved such treatment. Having fur

nished the division provost-marshal with the men he required to guard
the town, the brigade was withdrawn to the southern limits of the cor

poration and encamped. We had marched forty miles this day, the
last four of which was at full speed, and the men and horses were both
much fatigued.
On the morning of the 10th of October we. were ordered to a position

four miles west of Boonville. On the 12th we were, ordered out to meet
the enemy, but after several marches and countermarches we returned
to camp without having met them. While at camp near Boonville a

detachment from my brigade was ordered to proceed toward the Pacific

Railroad under charge of Lieut. James Wood, adjutant of Elliott s bat

talion, and they burned the bridge at Otterville and destroyed the road
in other ways. On the 13th we marched with the army and encamped
at Mr. Marshall s, on the road from Boonville to Jonesborough. On
the night of the 13th 1, by order, sent Col. A. W..Slayback with his

command to proceed in a southwest direction to find and report the

strength and position of the enemy who were reported to be moving
from Jefferson City. On the 14th we marched to Jonesborough and

encamped on the south side of Salt Fork. Just after we had gone into

camp the following order was brought to me:

SPECIAL ORDERS, ( HEADQUARTERS ARMY OK MISSOURI,
No. . \ Camp Xo. 44, October 14, 1804.

GENERAL : You will at once send Brigadier-General Thompson with not less than
800 or 1,000 men and one section of artillery to Longwood and from thence to Sedalia

to attack the Federal force at, that point, should he deem it prudent. You will also

instruct him to bring back with him a drove of cattle and mules s.nid to lie in that

neighborhood, and return with as little delay as practicable.

By order of Major-General Price:
L. A. MACLEAN,

AnniHtaiit Ailjutant-deneral.

Brig. Gen. Jo. O. SHELBY, Provisional Army, C. S.,

Commandiny Division.

Upon this order and your verbal instructions I started before sun

down with about 1,200 men and a section of Collins battery, under
Lieutenant Harris, and proceeded to Longwood, where I found Colonel

Slayback with his recruits, with information that a large force of the

enemy had passed between him and Sedalia that day. You had directed
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rue to report direct to General Price, as you were to go toward Glasgow,
and the information furnished by Colonel Slayback was sent to General
Price.

At daybreak on the morning of the 15th I moved southward toward
Sedalia until I reached the main road from Otterville toward George
town, along which the enemy had passed. I have learned positively
that a large body of cavalry had tjassed the afternoon of the 14th and
had encamped beyond Georgetown, and that a large force of infantry
had started from California the day before and were then supposed to

be on the La Mine. I concluded that 1 could pass between these bodies
of troops and take Sedalia and escape before they could interfere, and
probably divert and delay them if they were moving to some rendezvous.

I, therefore, after resting my horses for several hours, took up the
line of march for Sedalia. This town is situated in the midst of a vast

prairie, and the only manner to surprise it was by a direct and rapid
march. I proceeded along the main road in column with Elliott s regi
ment in advance, and we found the enemy s pickets about one mile
from the town at the end of a lane. We approached within pistol-shot
before they discovered we wrere Confederate States troops, and the in

stant they tired Elliott charged, and over the intervening open prairie
between the lane and the town friend and foe alike rushed for the lines

of the Federals. Elliott and his men leaped the rifle-pits with the

pickets, and the Federals near this point of entry immediately sur
rendered to Elliott, but during the delay in forming the other regiments
of the brigade and getting the artillery in position, which I thought
safer than a general charge, the enemy recovered from their first panic
and drove Elliott out of the lines. Sedalia is defended by two redoubts
at opposite angles of the town, and continuous lines of rifle-pits all

around. As soon as the guns were in position and opened another panic
seized the garrison, and nearly all of them broke and fled. As speedily
as possible forces were sent to cut off the retreat, and in a few minutes
more we were again in the town, and all who were in the lines at the time
were captured. The guns continued to play upon the redoubts for some
time before we found they were unoccupied, for their defenders had
fled without lowering their flags, which were still floating. As soon as
the town was in our possession 1 used every means in my power to con
trol the men, to prevent pillage, and also to secure as much valuable
material as was possible for the army; but in spite of every effort there
was considerable plundering of the stores, but I am confident the private
houses were respected. The guns were kept in a position to command
the railroad, and Gordon s regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Black-

well, remained in line to support them. Colonel Slayback s command
was used as a provost guard, but the other regiments, having been
broken in their charges, were less manageable, but still I ain proud to

say no outrage or murder was committed. The prisoners that we cap
tured were paroled, as mentioned in a special report to corps head
quarters.
Just after dark we took up our line of march to return to the army,

but not knowing what reports might reach the enmy of our strength,
we did not travel the usual roads, but took the by-roads, leaving George
town to the west, and encamped on Muddy.
We captured at Sedalia several hundred stand of arms and many

pistols, and several wagon loads of goods suitable for soldiers. On the

morning of the 16th I continued the march in a northwest direction,

hoping to reach Cook s Store, at which point 1 had written to General
Price that 1 would encamp, but hearing repeated rumors of the move-
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ments of the enemy to the west of us, and at Brownsville being assured
that they were in force about Cook s Store, I turned northward and
encamped near Dans Fork. On the 17th I proceeded northward until

I reached Waverly. Here I received orders to turn eastward to join
the main army that had awaited the return of our expedition and the
one under General Clark to Glasgow. I obeyed the order and marched
to Salt Fork, east of Grand Pass, and encamped. On- the 18th we
marched in our proper place iu column toward Lexington. On the
19th we were met by the enemy. My brigade Avas in front, and we
drove him Avith varied but uninterrupted success until he was westward
of the city of Lexington, when with a charge we drove him entirely

away, and followed him until the darkness of night rendered further

pursuit impossible.
In this day s action many feats were performed worthy of the pen of-

the historian, and I would not do my duty were 1 to fail to chronicle
for history that the courage and steadiness of the recruits under the
command of Cols. A. W. Slayback and John T. Crisp upon this occa
sion fully equaled the chivalry of their veteran associates under com
mand of Colonels Gordon, Smith, Elliott, and Erwin. Those under

Major Johnson also deserve notice, and Collins veteran battery main
tained their reputation.

After the pursuit of the enemy was given up we were ordered to

proceed by the river road down to Lexington, and we encamped in the

corporate limits of the city. On the morning of the 2()th my brigade
passed through the streets of Lexington and took its position in the col -

umn of march for Independence, and encamped above Wellington.
On the 21st we moved in the center of the column, Marmaduke s divis

ion in front. On approaching the Little Blue River the enemy was
found in position to dispute our passage. We were ordered to the left

of Marmaduke s division, and having dismounted we soon forced the

crossing in our front, and following the enemy from powsition to posi

tion, several of which were very strong and well defended, we drove
him toward the town of Independence. I met General Marinaduke
several times during this day s lighting, but his troops were so far to

our right that I made no movement in immediate co-operation with them,
but steadily drove the enemy with the Shelby brigade until nearly

night, and entered the town in line of battle just at dark, having fought
dismounted for seven miles. The brigade on this day displayed
patience, perseverance, and true courage, for mounted men generally
dislike these long tights on foot. The officers all did their duty and
the men deserve especial credit. On the 22d we left Independence at !)

a. m. and took the road to Westport. We were again in the rear of

Marmaduke s division, but were soon ordered to take a left-hand road

and push for the Big Blue Eiver to force a crossing south of the main

crossing. We soon reached the point indicated and found that the

enemy.had obstructed the crossing by felling trees, and were disposed
to dispute our passage. A portion of the brigade were dismounted,
and in the face of the enemy waded the stream and made a lodgment
upon the west bank. Others soon followed, and we drove the enemy
so fast that the axes they had used to fell the trees were left by them,
and they were speedily put to use in opening a road for our artillery

and the train to cross. The brigade continued to press the enemy
(having remounted the dismounted men) to near the town of Westport.
Gordon s regiment had been detached to accompany you toward the

left, and the gallant fight made by it on this day was under your per
sonal direction. While still following the enemy an order was received
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to fall back toward the Blue and to place my pickets. I obeyed the
order and the brigade started down the road, with the exception of

Erwiu s regiment that remained to picket the road.

At this time a messenger met the head of the column with orders to

hurry to the assistance of yourself, who with Jackman s brigade and
Gordon s regiment had been fighting the enemy on the extreme left.

The column started at a gallop, led by the gallant Playback, who hap
pened to have his command in front when the order was received, and
we were soon upon the field that you were fighting upon. The brigade
was thrown into line as speedily as possible, but the enemy retired
before we went into action. Darkness had now arrived and we were
ordered to bivouac in line of battle, with Jackman s brigade in the open
prairie, and thus we passed the night.
On the morning of the 23d we were ordered to march toward West-

port, and we soon found ourselves confronted by the enemy, who had a

battery commanding the road and covering the approaches to the town.
Collins battery was placed in position and Elliott s regiment and Will
iams command were left to cover the guns and right of the road. I

went with Gordon s, Smith s, Slayback s, and Johnson s commands to the
left of the road and advanced upon the enemy. The fighting became
very spirited, and upon our advancing, Colonel Smith s horse was shot
and his men fell back, exposing the left of Gordon s regiment. One of
the regiments of Jackman s brigade charged the force that had fronted

Smith, but this regiment was also compelled to fall back. At this stage
I ordered Slayback and Johnson with their recruits to charge this force
of the enemy, and it was done in most gallant style, driving them from
the timber in which they were posted and occupying it themselves.
Gordon s regiment had stood firmly under a galling fire all this time,

having in its front an enemy posted behind a stone fence that could not
be charged on account of intervening fences.

About this time that gallant charge in column down the road was
made by McGhee s regiment of Arkansas troops which resulted so dis

astrously to the brave men who made it. Having gained the grove of

timber we were not long in flanking the stone fence behind which the

enemy was, and soon dislodged him. It was in this movement that Lieut.

James Wood was wounded while conversing with me. We now took

position behind the same fence that the enemy had held, but the posi
tion in line of my regiments was changed. Slayback was on the right,
next Johnson, next Smith, and Gordon had the left, with Jackman s

brigade still on his left. We quietly held this situation for some time

waiting for a supply of ammunition, which was delayed in arriving by
our distance from the train. During this delay Collins rifled guns
were moved up to the position that had been occupied by the enemy s

guns and opened. One of the rifled guns burst the first fire. As soon
as we were supplied with ammunition and prepared to move forward
orders were received for us to fall back, and we did so in line of battle

under a heavy fire from the enemy s batteries. We had just passed
through the fields in which we had been fighting into the open prairie
when you ordered me to form the line facing eastward, and shortly
after you ordered us to charge the enemy then in our front. Our line

was not complete, but the regiments that were formed bravely threw
themselves against the foe, and breaking their first line we were sur

prised to find a long line of infantry and a battery in position imme
diately in their rear. At this instant, while our lines were broken and
our long-range guns discharged, the enemy with a fresh line charged
our right, and then for the first time on this campaign Shelby s brigade
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turned its back to the foe. You. had formed several of the regiments of
the brigade in our rear to support us, but as we rushed back the stam
pede seemed to become contagious, and soon the whole command was
in wild disorder with the enemy charging at our heels. It was impos
sible to rally the men as a body, but many brave fellows took advantage
of positions to delay the enemy and let the others escape. The enemy
pursued that portion of the men that remained with me to the village
of New Santa Fe, where we turned to the left and met Colonel Playback
and Major Johnson with some of their men. We now assumed some
order, but avoided the enemy, and moved toward the eastward, and in

a few miles joined the main army, a portion of the men being with me
and the major part with Colonel Playback. We encamped this night on
the waters of Grand Kiver.
On the 24th we marched southward with no event of interest occurring.

On the U5th we resumed our march and reached the Osage Kiver about
noon. We were here preparing to go into camp when you ordered me
to form the men and move northwestwardly to hold in check the enemy,
who were approaching from that direction. I soon perceived them
advancing, but upon my forming line and advancing they fell back,
and we passed over the ridge out of sight of the road we had traveled.

Slayback and Erwin were sent to a lield to our left, and Smith, Elliott,

Gordon, and Williams constituted my main line. We remained in

this position a short time, when an order was received to quietly with
draw and cross the Osage. I started the main line for the ford, and
moved to a point to direct those on our left. Our movement was made
very leisurely, and not until I reached the ford did 1 learn of the dis

asters of the past few hours. We were ordered to dispute the passage
of the enemy and delay his approach. The dispositions were made
under your direction, and we quietly awaited him. The party left at

the ford were flanked on both sides and retired without firing a shot,
and soon the enemy appeared on the south side of the stream. Our
first line, composed of Elliott s and Williams regiments, coolly witnessed
the formation and advance of the enemy, and when within range com
menced tiring. The impossibility of loading Eufield rifles on horseback
now became apparent again, for after one discharge the horses became
excited, and when the enemy charged, which they soon did, there was
nothing to do but retreat. The men held their horses well in hand and
could have been controlled, but upon approaching our second line it

commenced tiring before we reached it and broke before we passed
through. There was a third line formed by Erwin s regiment that had
the advantage of a ditch, which covered the road, and had it not been
for the cheek that he gave the enemy very many of the brigade would
have been killed or captured. \Ve soon passed out of immediate dan

ger, and the, men formed again very readily, although all regimental
organization was lost.

Were it not out of place in a report like this I would here speak of

the manner of rallying troops, for in this day s experience was the

experience of many years of an ordinary soldier s life, and 1 watched
the manner closely that I may hereafter, should necessity require it,

know how to control men in a stampede. All ran, yet none were

frightened, and as there was no discipline I found a quiet voice and

ordinary remark attracted more attention than the vehement language
and orders that some use. Our lines were formed and broken several

times this day, but our loss was small. Each colonel retained a part of

his command about him, but the brigade was not formed together after
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the first line was broken. I was with one line and then with another,
and came off the field with Colonel Elliott after night had set in. Our
march was continued to the Marmiton Eiver, where we encamped.
Early in the morning of the 26th we were in the saddle, but our march

was much delayed by a mistake in the road by the head of the column.
The train was burned on this morning. After a tedious day s march
we reached the waters of the Xeosho, and resting the men for a few
hours we proceeded to Carthage, where the army was encamped, reach

ing it after daybreak on the 27th. On the 27th we left Carthage at

noon and marched to Shoal Creek, and got into camp late at night ou
account of a mill-race which had delayed the whole army, each man
his portion of the time. On the morning of the 28th my brigade was

given the advance, and we were directed to move on i^ewtonia and
attack the force stationed there. We were delayed by the duty of

checking the stragglers from our army passing to the front; but we
entered the prairie in which Xewtonia is situated -without being dis

covered and moved up toward the town. When the advance guard
came in sight there was great commotion among the garrison, and they
soon took, to flight, and the advance, under Captain Williams and
Colonel Erwin, attempted to intercept them, but the distance was too

great, and they only succeeded in overtaking and killing the command
ing officer (one Captain Christian), who was noted for his bloodthirsty

brutality. The brigade soon reached the town, but passed through to

camp some two miles south. Colonel Erwin was directed to remain
near the road to Cassville, upon wrhich the enemy had retreated. We
had been in camp but a few hours when our scouts reported that the
main body of the enemy were approaching on tl*e same road we had
come. I was ordered to form the brigade on foot and proceed

1

to meet
them. I did so, and advanced into the prairie to a fence we were
directed to form on; but soon we were notified that it was a false alarm
and returned to our camps. We had scarcely commenced the culinary
duties of camp when we were again ordered out, and proceeding to the
same place found the enemy drawn up before us on the opposite side

of the small field. The firing commenced immediately, and in a few
minutes our line bravely crossed the fence and advanced upon the

enemy, crossing the Held under a hot fire of artillery and small-arms,
and drove the enemy into the open prairie. Xot stopping at this second
fence an instant, we advanced into the prairie and continued to drive

the enemy, never letting them form to charge, which they endeavored
to do. There was some mounted men on our right, but no supports
near our rear, and I halted the line after we had advanced so far that
we were exposed to flanking. We remained in this position until the

enemy had retired their line, when we fell back toward our camp,
receiving several shots from the enemy s artillery as we retired.

It would be invidious to speak of the courage and gallantry of any
officer where all did their duty so fully ; but it would be neglect not to

mention George Collins, the color-bearer of Gordon s regiment, who
carried his flag as high as both hands would reach in the front of the
line. While crossing the second fence in the advance the brave Colonel
Smith leaped upon it to cheer his men on, and he was wounded in three

places at the instant, and was left at our hospital and fell into the hands
of the enemy.
This was our last fight with the enemy on this campaign, and from

Newtonia to this point we have had but to contend against cold and
hunger and fatigue those anticipated hardships of a soldier s life

which task that noble kind of courage called endurance and I am
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glad to say that the brigade displayed this attribute of a good soldier
as well, if not better, than any in the army, and have reached this point
in as good condition and spirits as could be expected.
There were brilliant acts of courage that should be described by the

pen of the poet, and severe suffering that should be painted with gloomy
shades; but this &quot;unvarnished tale&quot; is sufficient for Shelby s brigade,
for its reputation is established.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
M. JEFF. THOMPSON,

Brig. Gen., Missouri /State Guards, Gomdg, Shelbifs Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JOSEPH O. SHELBY, P. A., C. S.,

Commanding Division, Bonham, Tex.

A DDK X D A.

Return of casualties in Shelby s brigade during the Mixwitri. expedition, Auguxt 20 to

December 2, 1864.

Command.
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swore to the usual parole, the officers pledging their honor, and promis
ing to give to each of those paroled a certificate that I had paroled
them. When my report of the expedition shall be written I will give
all the particulars.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
M. JEFF. THOMPSON,

Brig. Gen., Missouri titatc Guards, Comdg. Shelby s Brigade.

Report of Col. Sidney D. Jackman, Jackmarfx Mixxouri Cavalry, com
manding brigade.

HDQRS. JACKMAN S BRIG., SHELBY S Div., ARMY OF Mo.,
Clarksville, Tex., Norember 30, 1864.

SIR: I beg leave to submit the following report of the operations of
this brigade from the 20th of August last to the present time:
This brigade on the 20th of August last was encamped near Batesville,

and consisted of the regiments of Colonels Hunter &amp;lt;md Coffee and my
own regiment, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, and
the battalion of Lieutenant- Colonel Schuable, its entire strength being
about 1.500. Of this force about 500 men were armed with either guns
or pistols or both. On the 19th ofAugust I received orders from Briga
dier-General Shelby to move with the armed portion of my command to

Fairview, in the State of Arkansas, and there form a junction with Col
onel Shanks, commanding brigade. At an early hour on the morning
of the 20th I set my command in motion, moving about 500 armed men.
We reached Fairview in the evening of that day, when I reported to the

brigadier-general in person. On the 21st, 22d, and 23d we moved with
the entire force by slow marches in the direction of the Memphis and
Little Kock Railroad, and encamped in the evening of the last day
thirteen miles from this road.
At daylight on the morning of the 24th I again moved out my com

mand, and after marching in common time for five or six miles I was
directed by General Shelby to detach Colonel Hunter with his regiment
and send him on a road intersecting the railroad at a point some ten
miles west of Devall s Bluff and east of Ashley s Station, where he
intended to strike the enemy, and move up the remainder of the com
mand at a brisk trot. Marching in quick time I soon reached the edge
of the prairie and found Colonel Shanks already engaging the enemy.
I immediately deployed into line on his right, but before any part of

my brigade became engaged the enemy, numbering 150 men, surren
dered. After the capture of this force by the direction of General

Shelby 1 fell back to the timber and formed on the left of the battery
for its protection. At 2 p. m. I received orders to move upon and cap
ture the force occupying Jones Hay Station, on the railroad. On
reaching its vicinity I found it already partially invested by the forces

respectively commanded by Colonel Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin,
Major McDaniel, and Captain Williams. I formed a line fronting the

enemy, with my right resting on the left of Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin
and my left in the direction of Colonel Hunter s right, but with a con
siderable interval between the two. Upon learning the, situation I sent
a flag by the hand of Major Beard and Lieutenant Mills, of my staff,
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to the officer commanding the fort, requiring an immediate surrender
of the place, and was replied to by him that his duty demanded of him
to hold the place as long as possible. Being satisfied that the enemy
could make a vigorous defense, and that his capture would require an

expenditure of life disproportionate to the value of the fort if the attack
was made by me unsupported, I sent a staff officer to General Shelby
requesting him to send me a section of artillery. It was not long
before he arrived in person with the artillery and the command of Col
onel Shanks. Colonel Shanks was placed in position on my left, and
his command and that of mine dismounted, and under a well-directed

fire of the artillery moved forward in a charge on the fort. The enemy
yielded, making but a feeble resistance. Thus by this action, without

any sacrifice, some 400 prisoners were secured, together with a large
lot of stores. Colonel Nichols captured the Federal banner a beauti
ful one, indeed.

Immediately after the capture my command was ordered to mount
and form to receive a force of the enemy that was already engaging
Colonel Hunter on the extreme left. Colonel Hunter fell back slowly
and in excellent order, and the enemy had soon approached near

enough for the remainder of my command to engage him. He was met
by a severe tire, which was sustained for about an hour, at the end of

which time I was directed by General Shelby to fall back to the timber.
I had no difficulty in holding my men in hand, and they fell back with
out confusion to the cover of the wood.
This was the first engagement in which I had commanded the troops

of Colonel Hunter and of Schnable s battalion, and a good many of the
men of my own regiment were new to me. As a matter ofcourse I felt

great anxiety as to their conduct on the field, especially as they were

engaged upon the right of Colonel Shanks veteran brigade : but my
fears were soon relieved, and I am gratified in believing that the

behavior of officers and men met the approbation of Brigadier-General
Shelby.
During this engagement I lost 5 men killed and 37 wounded. My

horse among the many was shot and abandoned.
The command moved all night, and reached Stony Point about 10 a.

in. of the 25th, where we camped the remainder of that day and night.
On the morning of the 26th we were again put in motion, Lieutenant-
Colonel Nichols being detached with his regiment by the brigadier-

general commanding to form a parfrof the rear guard of the army, the

enemy having advanced and made a demonstration. The remainder
of my brigade being in front moved on uninterrupted. During the

night of the 26th Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols reported to me, and my
command being again united I moved in the direction of Batesville.

near which place I went into camp on the 31st of August. From this

time to the 7th of September we were disturbed by occasional news of

the advance of the enemy that caused from time to time a change in

the disposition of the command, but still remained encamped near
Batesville.

On the 8th and 9th of September, by an order from General Shelby,
I moved in the direction of Hookrum, near which point [ camped for

seveial days. On the 14th I received orders to move to Pocahontas.
I reached its vicinity on the 17th and encamped at Bellinger s Mills, on

Fourche de Mas. On the 19th I moved to Doniphan, on the border of

Missouri. The town had been recently sacked and evacuated by a

small force of the enemy. Under an order from General Shelby I fur

nished a detail of thirty men to Colonel Johnson, who started in pur-
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suit and overtook him some twenty miles distant. During a little

engagement that followed we sustained a loss of 2 men killed and 5
wounded. From the 20th to the 26th there was nothing- to disturb the

quiet of the march. On the night of the 26th we camped six miles
from the Iron Mountain road and on the dirt road leading from Farm-
ington to Potosi. On the 27th we moved across the railroad, Avhich we
found effectually-damaged by Colonel Shanks brigade, upon Potosi.
The town and force defending it were already captured. On the 28th
the command moved to Caledonia, and at 8 p. in. the brigade was
ordered to join in the pursuit of the forces retreating from Pilot Knob.
This pursuit was continued during the night and day succeeding.
About 6

]&amp;gt;.

m. the rear of the enemy s column was overtaken, and my
brigade was formed as a support for Captain Collins battery, but night
coming on and the enemy having secured a strong position, we were
ordered to fall back to camp. On the 30th of September and 1st of
October the command moved along the Rolla railroad, frequently halt

ing to tear it up. The road was severely injured.
On the evening of the 2d [1st?) we turned in the direction of Union,

Nome ten miles north of the Eolla road, General Clark s brigade being
in advance, We reached the town at 4 p. m., but before my line was
formed the artillery opened, and the enemy taking the alarm, only an
inconsiderable number were captured. In this engagement I lost 1

brave soldier. On the 3d Colonel Coffee with his regiment was relieved
from duty in the brigade by order of Brigadier-General Shelby and
directed to report to Major General Price. On the 4th, 5th, and 6th I

moved in the direction of Jefferson City. In the evening of the 6th my
command crossed the Osage Kiver and was ordered forward to join
Colonel Shanks, who had already encountered the enemy in small force.

The pursuit was continued for about three miles, when, not coming up
with the Federals and night being upon us, I was ordered to halt for

the night. On the 7th the command moved on the road to .Jefferson

City, and on reaching a point two miles from the city we turned to the
left and halted for the night in line of battle fronting the enemy. By
order of General Shelby Lieutenant-Colonel Schliable with his bat
talion was placed on picket duty a mile and a half from Jefferson City.

During the morning of the 8th the enemy drove in his vedettes, and
after making several unsuccessful charges upon him with superior num
bers, finally flanked him and forced him to withdraw with a loss of 2
killed and 5 wounded.
On the 8th, Oth. and 10th we moved toward Boonville, which place

we reached during the evening of the latter day. At 3 p. m. of the llth
I was ordered on the Georgetown road, five miles outfrom Boonville, to

meet a force of the enemy making a demonstration there. On reaching
the point designated I found that the force had disappeared. At 4.30

p. m. I received an order from General Shelby to move across to the Tip-
ton and Boonville road, a distance of seven miles, and fall upon the flank
and rear of a force of the enemy in line of battle there. Immediately
on the receipt of this order I moved my brigade rapidly in the direc

tion indicated, but meeting with a good deal of difficulty in finding the

road, and being compelled to march through a badly broken country
without a road or guide, I did not succeed in coming up with the enemy
until about dusk. Upon discovering him I formed so as to strike him
in flank, but before my formation was complete he commenced with

drawing in column on tlieTipton road. I moved at once in pursuit and
pressed close upon him to the bridge across the Tete Saline Kiver,

43 n H VOL XLI, PT I
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Finding- a considerable force occupying- the bottom on the other side,
and knowing- nothing of the country, I determined to rest the pursuit
there until morning, and in the meantime communicate the situation to

General Shelby. Falling back a mile with the major part of my com
mand, I left Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols with his regiment on picket in

trout of the enemy. Colonel Hunter I placed in position three-quarters
of a mile in the rear of Nichols, so that he might be in supporting dis
tance and at the same time cover a road that made off from the main
road at that point, while Lieutenant-Colonel Sclmable was ordered to
remain in line of battle 300 yards in the rear of Colonel Hunter, but
fronting toward Boonville. I made this disposition of my force from
the fact that I had not yet opened up communication with the town,
and did not know but that a force of the enemy might be between me
and it.

We continued to occupy this position during the night, and at day
light on the morning- of the 12th, when the enemy opened on Lieuten
ant-Colonel Nichols. Having- ascertained that my rear was clear, I

ordered Colonel Hunter up and ordered him to take a position 300

yards in the rear of Nichols. After sustaining a vigorous tight for half
an hour Nichols fell back slowly to the rear of Colonel Hunter, where
he immediately reformed.

In the meantime Colonel Hunter became sharply engaged. After

maintaining a brisk light for half an hour he fell back on Lieutenant-
Colonel Schiiable. Satisfied by this time that the force; of the enemy
was largely superior to mine, I determined to fall back, so as to cover a
road from Tiptou to Boonville leading- into the one we were now defend

ing about a mile in our rear, and in order to secure a good position for

my whole force. On reaching the point I had in view I dismounted
Nichols and Schuable s commands and placed them under the shelter
of a fence, where they soon met the attack of the enemy. A tight
ensued of an hour s length, after which I succeeded in driving the enemy
back along the road over which we had but a short time before retreated
and across the bridge over the Tete Saline River, a distance of one mile
and a half, inflicting serious injury upon him.

During this engagement my command sustained a loss of 4 men
killed and 20 wounded (Captain King, a brave officer, among the

wounded), the loss falling heaviest on Schnable s battalion. A good
many horses were killed and wounded. My own horse was severely
shot.

The officers and men deserve great praise for the coolness and obsti

nacy with which they maintained this tight, holding their ground and
falling back alike in perfect order. Number of my men in this engage
ment GOO; that o the enemy a full brigade.
At the conclusion of the tight General Fagan with a portion of his

command came upon the ground. The enemy having retreated, I was
ordered to return to Boonville. At 2 a. ui. on the morning of the 12th

[13th ?
|

we took up our line ofinarch, and on the night ofthe 13th encamped
on Blackwater. During this night I received orders to report u picked
force of 500 men from my brigade to General Clark for an expedition
to North Missouri.

I moved early on the morning of the 14th, and crossing the river at

Arrow Hock I was ordered to co-operate with him in an attack on

Glasgow. On reaching the suburbs of this place I was ordered to form
on the left of General Clark s brigade and invest the town on the south.

My line was soon formed and skirmishers thrown out, when at the

command my men advanced gallantly. We soon met a galling tire from
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the sharpshooters of the enemy, but advancing steadily w drove them
into their intrenchmeuts. A large number of my men had secured
shelter within forty yards of the works, where they annoyed the enemy
severely, when 1 was directed by General Clark to hold my position
until further orders. A continued iire was kept up for several hours,
when I visited the general for the purpose of urging- him to move at

once upon the fort. During our consultation negotiations for the sur

render of the place were opened, which resulted in an agreement to

surrender the place on condition that the men were to be treated as

prisoners of war and the officers permitted to retain their side-arms
and private property. This capture was a valuable one in the way of

stores of all kinds and new and superior guns. About 800 prisoners
were captured. While in this connection 1 would state that General

Shelby from the south side of the river had opened tire upon the town
two hours before our arrival, and was of great help to our assaulting
column by his well-directed tire.

On the morning of the Kith I received orders to recross the river,
and during the night of the 17th rejoined the main army, encamped
on the Salt Fork of Blackwater. On the morning of the 21st we were
in the saddle at sunrise, and moved to the crossing of Little Blue, at old

Camp Holloway, where, by order, my whole command, with the excep
tion of Nichols&quot; regiment, was dismounted and thrown across the creek
into line. This part of my command pressed forward eagerly, but did
not succeed in reaching the enemy. The regiment of Lieutenant-Col
onel Nichols made a spirited charge upon the enemy s line, breaking and
driving it back in confusion. The conduct of himself and men was
highly praised by all who witnessed it.

On the morning of the M, after having encamped the night previous
at Independence, 1 was ordered out on the Kansas City road, with
instructions to drive back the force of the enemy engaging our pickets
on that road. When on reaching the point designated General Shelby
arrived and directed me to turn to the right and guard the right flank
of the army until the train passed, when 1 was to be relieved by Gen
eral Fagan, and report to him with my command at the head of the
column. At the proper time Nichols and inclinable&quot;s commands were
relieved. Hunter s and Colcman s regiments being directed to await
orders. I moved at once with Nichols and Schnable to the front, when
soon after crossing Big Blue 1 overtook and reported to General Shelby.
1 was directed by the general to move forward rapidly to the assistance
of Colonel Gordon, who was being pressed by the enemy. 1 moved
briskly across the prairie and soon came in sight of his force. Nichols
and Sclmable s men fronted into line at a gallop. The enemy having
fallen back to the cover of some small timber and in the rear of their

artillery, which was playing upon us, 1 ordered a charge and the
whole command swept forward in gallant style, driving the Federals,

utterly routed and demoralized, from their shelter, pursuing them
across the prairie, killing and capturing them inconsiderable numbers.
They were completely broken, in their flight leaving in our hands a

IM-pounder howitzer (brass), its caisson, and ammunition for it; also

several wagons and teams.
With a squad of about 100 men 1 continued the pursuit for several

miles, doing good work on the fleeing enemy. Upon my return to the
field I found that part of my force left behind, having in the meantime
been joined by the regiments of Colonels Hunter and Coleman, pressed
by a considerable body of Federals, who had appeared from the direc-
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tion of Westport. Notwithstanding the superiority of this force we
succeeded in holding our ground until night. About dusk General
Thompson arrived with re-enforcements, but too late for the action.
Our loss during the day was slight. Quite a number of horses were

killed or wounded. Lieutenant-Colonels Nichols and Schnable had
their horses killed. My horse was severely wounded.
The morning of the 23d at I) a, m. my command, by direction of Brig

adier-General Shelby, was moved out in line of battle in concert with
General Thompson s to meet the enemy advancing from Westport. A
severe tight soon ensued, which resulted in a temporary success to him.
Our forces, however, soon rallied, and turning drove him from the field.

About 12 o clock I received an order from General Shelby to fall back
across the prairie to the point where the gun was captured the evening
before and report to General Fagau, who was in pressing need. I imme
diately moved out, and on the way met an order from General Fagan
to move as rapidly as possible, as the enemy were demonstrating in

heavy force on his front. Upon reaching the general I was ordered by
him to dismount my men and receive a charge of the enemy s cavalry.
I formed my men on foot and directed them to withhold their tire until

the Federals were in point-blank range.
In the meantime they came on in a swinging trot, and when within

eighty yards at the command a destructive tire was poured into them,
killing and wounding a large number of men and horses, and causing
their line to reel and break. The line of the enemy being much longer
than ours, their right continued to advance, but turning and pouring
a well-directed tire into it, it fell back in confusion. By this time the

enemy were covering the prairie, threatening from every point, and my
horses being exposed I ordered my men to mount. After mounting
we formed a number of times in falling back and took position until

the enemy disappeared, when I moved off in the rear of the army.
During this last engagement, Captain Collins, of the battery of Gen
eral Thompson s brigade, came to my assistance with his only remain

ing gun and fought gallantly until the command fell back.
In this tight my brigade, although placed in a perilous condition, on

foot, and threatened by superior numbers, behaved with a steadiness
and courage beyond common praise. A considerable loss was sus-

tained by the brigade in the various engagements of these two days;
some 25 men were killed and 80 wounded. We were so unfortunate as

to lose Major Yontz, of Colonel Hunter s regiment, who received a
wound from which he subsequently died. Major Brown, my assistant

adjutant-general, was wounded in the thigh, and Captain Thompson, of

my staff, was either killed or captured, which I have never ascertained.

At this point the falling back of the army commenced and continued

uninterrupted, so far as my brigade was concerned, until the evening
of the 25th.

On the morning of this day I was moved out in advance of the train.

About 1 o clock I received an order from General Price to park the

train and fall back to Osage River, to prevent the enemy from cross

ing that stream. I directed IVlajor Brinker, chief quartermaster of

the army, who wras at his proper place, to park the train, and I moved
back as rapidly as possible. I had not time to form before I was
ordered to the front to protect the train, which the enemy were threat

ening. I had hardly executed the command when I received orders

from General Shelby to return at once to the rear to his relief. I

pressed rapidly on, and getting near enough to obtain a view of the

scene of action, I discovered that General Thompson s brigade alone of
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the entire force was engaged, and that it was outnumbered at least

three to one. The general and his command were holding their ground
in gallant style, though evidently about to yield the unequal contest.

I threw my men into line at a full dash and ordered a charge, which
was bravely executed through the retreating command of General

Thompson. This charge was so promptly made that the enemy was
driven back on his support. Finding myself largely outnumbered I

withdrew, the enemy not attempting pursuit. During the remainder
of this day s march my brigade, with a small portion of General

Thompson s, brought up the rear of the army, remaining in this posi
tion during the night s encampment on theMarmiton Kiver.

In this engagement I sustained a loss of 4 killed and 10 wounded.
On the morning of the 20th 1 furnished details to destroy the train

ordered, covering with my brigade their operation and bringing up the
rear the entire day. On the evening of the 28th, while in camp three
miles south of Newtonia, I was ordered by General Shelby to move my
entire command on foot to co-operate with General Thompson in repel

ling an attack from the enemy, who had again appeared. I was
directed by him to leave Hunter s and Nichols regiments to support
the battery of the division, and to put the commands of Lieutenant-
Colonel Schnable, Colonel Coleinan, and Major Shaw into the fight.
This order was executed at once. After engaging the enemy sharply
for some little time he was driven back. The brigade sustained a loss

of 10 wounded.
On thr&amp;gt; morning of the 30th Colonel Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel

Nichols, and Lieutenant-Colonel Schuable left the line of march of the
main army, by permission of the brigadier-general commanding, in order
to give their men an opportunity of visiting their friends in Northern
Arkansas. At the same time Colonel Coleinan left with his regiment.
On the same day Captain Williams, with his regiment of recruits, was
ordered to report to me, and this command with some small detachments
constituted my force on this recent march. The retreat from the Mis
souri border to lied Kiver was a severe trial to this regiment, and under
their sufferings a great many of the men became insubordinate and
were disposed to complain unnecessarily; but a large portion of their

suffering was the result of their own inefficiency. It was frequently a
difficult matter to obtain details from the command to procure beef for

its own use, and finally they became so refractory that they would not
leave the line of march to look for meat for themselves unless when
stimulated by excessive hunger. They complain that they were reduced
at one time to the necessity of subsisting on horse-flesh, but my settled

opinion is that this resulted from their own indolence. I make this

statement as I feel it due injustice to Major-General Price and Briga
dier-General Shelby. 1 will say, however, that Captain Williams is to
be excepted from this censure. He was unremitting in his attention to

the command and never hesitated at any sacrifice of time or labor to

secure cheerfulness in it.

In conclusion I feel that it would be unjust to fail in mentioning the
meritorious services of a good many officers and soldiers of the brigade,
yet when such a number did their duty and some must be omitted the
discrimination may be unequally unfair. 1 must, however, draw your
favorable attention to Colonel Hunterand Lieutenant-Colonel Fullbright,
the last of whom has been recently promoted to his present position,
but who on every occasion discharged his duty with soldierly care and
courage; to Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, who distinguished himself for

his cavalry dash, and to Major Newton and to Lieutenant-Colonel
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Schnable, who sustained his lighting reputation on every tiehl, while

Captains Marchbank and Rowland Wilson and Lemons were always
conspicuous for their gallantry and Avon for themselves the most dis

tinguished consideration. Captain Lemons was brave and energetic on
the field, but deserves censure for leaving the command without per
mission.
The various members of my staff are entitled to my thanks for the

constancy with which they everywhere supported me on this trying
trip.

Major Beard, acting assistant adjutant-general, was at all times pres
ent where his duty called him, whether that point might be the post of

danger or where the more tedious labors of his office called him.
I cannot close this list without paying a last tribute of respect to the

memory of Capt. J. Drury Pulliam, myjunior assistant adjutant-general.
By permission he had gone in advance of the army into Missouri for

the purpose of recruiting a command, when he was captured and bru

tally murdered. I had been intimately associated with him for two
years, and had watched him when his character was tested by every
conceivable danger in the sternest degree, and the result of my observa
tion was that 1 had never known a young man of more daring or chiv

alry.
The brigade upon the whole did its duty well. On the march into

Missouri it was newly organized and poorly armed, and necessarily
moved in the rear. On the retreat it was better organized and well

armed, and I am gratified to state that it was thought worthy to con
tinue still in the rear. I moved into the State with about 500 armed
men and 1,500 unarmed, and, after the deduction of all losses. I came
out with about the same number almost entirely armed.

I would do my feelings injustice did I fail to acknowledge the favor
able attention which the brigade received at all times from the major-
general commanding and Brigadier-General Shelby-.- The last was
unremitting in his care of the command as he \v;is ever distinguished for

his gallantry and ability when he was present to direct and lead it.

To Major-General Fagan the brigade is indebted for kind and com
plimentary words spoken when it acted under his control on the even

ing of the fight of the 23d of October, and I take pleasure in testify

ing to the skill displayed by him while directing its operations on this

hazardous occasion.

I am, major, very respectfully
7
, vour obedient servant,

S. D. JACKMAX,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Major EDWARDS,
A ss ist&amp;gt;t t A djit ta n t- (&quot;fcti era I.

Xo. 95.

Report* of Brit). Gen. John B. Chirk, jr., C. tf. Army, commanding Mur-
m adn ke ts dn in io n.

HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE S DIVISION OF CAVALRY,
Camp on Red River, Ark., December J!), IMii.

COLONEL: I respectfully submit the following as my report of the

part taken by my brigade in the late Missouri campaign:
My command, known as Marmaduke s cavalry brigade, consisting of

Greene s, Bin-bridge s, .letters
,
Kitchen s, and Lawther s regiments,
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Wood s battalion of cavalry, and Pratt a battalion of artillery, -itubei--

ing iu effective strength 1,200 men (equipments fair and horses in mod
erate condition), marched from Tulip, Ark., on the morning of the 31st of

August at sunrise on the Benton road as the advance guard of the Army
of Missouri. Arriving at the Arkansas River on the morning of the Gth

of September, Lawther s regiment in advance, after a slight skirmish
with a small detachment of the enemy s cavalry crossed the river,

encamping on the opposite shore. On the morning of the 7th the line

of march was resumed, the army moving in the direction of Southeast

Missouri; crossed the Arkansas and Missouri line on the 20th; passed
through Poplar Bluff, Mo., on the 21st; Saint Francisville on the 22d;
Dallas County on the 24th; Fredericktowu on the 20th, making a

junction at this point with Generals Fagan s and Shelby s divisions,
which had moved by routes to the west of my line of march. The
entire army arrived at Ironton, Mo., on the 27th of September.
Before arriving at Pocahontas, Ark., Jeffers regiment, of my brigade,

under orders from the major-general commanding, proceeded to South
east Missouri, arriving near Blooiniield on the 22d of September. The
Federal garrison hastily evacuating that post, he attacked their rear
with great vigor, killing a number, capturing 7.~&amp;gt; stand of small-arms and
6 wagons and teams loaded with army and sutler s stores, reporting
to the brigade September 24, but detached again on the 25th. After a

spirited charge lie drove the enemy and captured the town of Old Jack
son, Mo. ; but the enemy having been apprised of his approach removed
everything of value before his arrival. lie rejoined the brigade Sep
tember 20.

The army being in front of Ironton, Mo., on the 27th, Fagau s division
drove the enemy from that town, forcing him to take refuge behind his

fortifications at Pilot Knob. I received orders to occupy Shepherd s

Mountain with my brigade, which was done without opposition.
During all this time, however, volleys of musketry and the roar of

artillery gave us notice that a spirited engagement was progressing on
our right, the position occupied by Fagan s division. The enemy
having taken refuge within a strong redoubt, and showing no disposi
tion to skirmish with us beyond its protection, it was determined to

bring the artillery to bear upon the enemy from Shepherd s Mountain
and at the same time make an assault, my brigade on the left and
Fagan s division on the right, Freeman s brigade, of Marmaduke s divis

ion, having been sent against the enemy in some other direction. The
signal for the assault wlis the opening of artillery on Shepherd s Moun
tain. The fort lay directly in my front (as was supposed) one-half mile,
but found the distance to be at least three-quarters of a mile upon exam
ination afterward. The descent from the top of the mountain was as

rugged as can be imagined, and it was impossible to move the troops
down it in any order, huge bowlders, fallen timbers, deep and almost

impassable ravines confronting the troops at every step, and the enemy s

artillery opening with great accuracy at this moment upon our dis

ordered ranks, 1 would not have been surprised to have seen all break
in confusion; but with unfaltering courage they pressed forward, each
one seeming eager to reach the enemy s intrenchments first. Owing to
the irregular descent upon emerging into the open space around the
fort the brigade was found divided, Burbridge and Jeffers on the left

and Greene, Lawther, and Wood 150 yards to the right and connecting
with ( abell s brigade. Thus disconnected (it being impossible to bring
them together without great loss of time as well as life) the advance
was continued. Greene s, Lawther s, and Wood s commands, with
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Cabell rt brigade, advancing to the very muzzle of the enemy s guns,
found ;i deep ditch yawning

1 before them impossible to cross. After
some hesitation they recoiled before the terrible tire that was continu

ally poured into their ranks, falling back from 75 to 10 J yards from the
fort under cover of a small natural embankment, and remained until
after night-fall, when they were quietly withdrawn to an encampment
one mile distant. Burbridge s and Jeffers regiments being upon my
left in the charge did not get nearer than seventy-five yards to the fort,
and seeing the others repulsed took refuge in a ravine and remained
until withdrawn after night. Thus ended one of the hardest fought
small engagements of the war, as the list of killed and wounded will

attest, the officers and men of my command behaving with a spirit
that well became the reputation they had won upon many fields under
the command of General Marmaduke and Colonel Greene as brigade
commanders. I hope, it will not be considered out of place for me to
call attention to the dashing gallantry displayed by General Cabell in

leading his troops to this terrible assault.

During the night the enemy blew up his fortifications and fled in the
direction of the Southwest Branch Railroad. .V rapid pursuit was
commenced on the 28th, but we did not come upon his rear until the

29th, having continued the pursuit through the night preceding with
out halting. We pressed him hotly, but owing to the topography of
the country it was impossible to deploy rapidly, and in consequence
failed to bring him to a general engagement. Having already been in
the saddle forty-eight hours, exclusive of the fatigues from the battle
of Pilot Knob, my command was relieved from active pursuit in the
advance by General Shelby s division, who pressed the enemy hotly
until night-fall. Taking advantage of the darkness and the facilities

afforded by the railroad at the station of Leasburg, the enemy protected
himself behind formidable fortifications, and considering that it would
occasion too great loss of life to make the assault, Generals Marmaduke
and Shelby decided to withdraw on the 30th and move down the rail

road some twelve miles, camping at Sullivan s Station. On the 2 .)th

Colonel Burbridge s regiment and Wood s battalion, of my brigade,
under orders from General Marmaduke, were detached (Colonel Bur-

bridge commanding) to destroy the railroad depots, &&amp;lt;., at Cuba, eleven
miles from Leasburg in the direction of Holla. The order being satis

factorily executed they rejoined the brigade on the ,&quot;&amp;gt;0th.

We arrived at Union, Franklin County, October 1; found a small

body of the enemy, some 200 strong, posted in the town to dispute our
entrance. Dismounting my command and opening my artillery 1 moved
forward rapidly to the attack, routing the enemy, killing 32, and cap
turing 70 prisoners. At 12 o clock that night Lawther s regiment, of

my brigade, was sent forward in the direction of Washington as an ad
vance. I was ordered to join him with the remainder of my command,
and did so at 8 o clock the next morning (October 2) one mile from

Washington. The enemy having tied the night before, took possession
of the town without opposition, destroying a bridge on the Pacific Hail-

road two miles below the town. On the ,id of October captured a train

at Miller s Station, with a large amount of clothing and 400 Sharps rifles.

Same evening captijred Hermann after a slight engagement with the

enemy, Greene s regiment in advance, which captured one 12-pouuder
iron gun. The train captured .at Miller s Station was run up to Her

mann, where stores, arms, S:c., were distributed. On the 4th Wood s

battalion, with four companies under .Major Parrott, and one piece of.

artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, were sent
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by order of Major-General Manna-duke with the train up the railroad
to destroy the Gasconade bridge, which was accomplished without re

sistance, rejoining
1 the brigade on the 5th, and on the Oth formed a junc

tion with the main army at Linn.
From the time the pursuit commenced at Ironton to the arrival at

Linn, Freeman s brigade, of Marmaduke s division, was detached as a

guard to the general train, and marched under Major-General Price s

orders with the main column. On the 7th of October Shelby s division (in

advance) drove the enemy from the crossing of the Osage, and Pagan s

division moving up to his assistance drove the enemy within the forti

fications around Jefferson City. Marmaduke s division being in rear
did not engage the enemy. Moved in direction of liussellville on the
8th

, Pagan s division skirmishing with the enemy in rear. Moved to
California on the 9th, Marmaduke s division in rear, my brigade in rear
of the division, Greene s regiment skirmishing with the enemy. At
California the enemy suddenly dashed in upon the flank, but opening
upon him with Pratt s battalion of artillery checked his attack, and under
its cover passed the brigade, leaving Lawther s regiment in rear skir

mishing with the enemy. They followed, however, only a short dis
tance from that point.
Arrived at Uoonvillc on the 10th, that place having been captured

the day before by General Shelby s command. On the J 1th a picket of
100 men, commanded by Captain Hicks, of Burbridge s regiment, was
attacked by a heavy force of the enemy and rapidly driven in. Mar
maduke s and Pagan s divisions, moving rapidly to the front, offered
battle, the enemy retiring after a slight skirmish, the principal loss

being in Hicks picket, that officer handling it with great judgment and
gallantry. Left Boonville on the night of the 12th; arrived at Arrow
Rock on the 14th. On the 14th received orders from the major-general
commanding army to cross the Missouri Itiver at Arrow Hock with my
brigade and .&quot;()() men of Jackmaifs brigade, attack and capture the
Federal post at Glasgow. I succeeded, after considerable difficulty, in

crossing my command, but not as early as was expected. General
Shelby, with two guns and one regiment, was ordered to assist in the

capture from the south side, of the river, the attack to begin at day
light, but owing to the delay in crossing the river 1 did not arrive at

CJlasgow at the appointed hour, Shelby s artillery opening at the

appointed time, my command being some three miles distant. Pushing
rapidly forward we soon came; in sight of the town, finding the enemy
in line of battle to receive us. Colonel Greene, commanding brigade,
was ordered to make the attack on the enemy, who were directly in his
front and in rear of the town; Jackmau to attack the enemy on his

right think. After several shots from Pratt s artillery, which was posted
on the heights south of Glasgow, the dispositions for the attack being
made as indicated, both commands advanced to the attack in a spirited
manner and soon drove the enemy within his works, which were con
structed upon a commanding hill in the heart of the town, from which
they poured a destructive lire of small-arms in our ranks; but noth
ing daunted, they advanced under cover of houses, fences, and other
obstructions to within a short distance of his works, preferring to force
his surrender by a continuous tire from sharpshooters rather than take
him by assault. After a fire of small-arms and artillery for two hours
Colonel Harding, commanding Federal forces, sent out a flag desiring
to know what terms would be granted to him in case he surrendered.
He was answered that they should be treated as prisoners of war, pri
vate property should be respected, and officers permitted to keep their
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side-arms. Accepting the terms the entire Federal force was surren

dered, consisting of Colonel Harding s regiment and four companies of

militia, numbering between 800 and 000 men, 1,200 small-arms, about
the same number of overcoats, 1~&amp;gt;0 horses, 1 steam-boat, and large
amounts of underclothing.
The capture was complete in every respect, and made with much less

loss than could be expected when we take into consideration that the

disproportion in force was not more than two to one, but the rapidity
with which Colonels Greene and Jackman moved their troops to the

attack, and following the enemy so closely in his retreat to his intrench-
meuts that they had no opportunity to punish us severely. Notwith
standing, we sustained considerable loss in gallant officers and men in

crossing the open fields and before we could get under cover of the houses
around the fortifications, the loss in this action being killed and
wounded.

Colonel Harding, after consulting his officers and investigating the

laws, orders, &c., of the United States in regard to paroling prisoners,
determined to accept a parole for himself, officers, and men that I had
offered him, having stated to me previous to this that he would not

accept the parole unless he felt sure that it would be regarded by his

Government. All were accordingly paroled and sent to Boonville under
the escort of Lieutenant Graves with his company, lie delivered them
at Boonville. (See complimentary letter to Lieutenant Graves from
General Fisk.)

I do not hesitate in complimenting the gallantry and good behavior
of officers and soldiers in this action, but call your attention especially
to Colonels Greene and Jackman, commanding brigades. General

Shelby gave me material assistance in the reduction of the town by a

judicious use of his artillery and sharpshooters from the opposite side

of the river.

After a distribution of as much of the property, ordnance, &c., cap
tured as the troops could conveniently carry, I had the steam-boat which
was captured at the wharf burnt, evacuated the town, andrecrossed the
river on the 17th and rejoined the main army on the 18th, not coming-
in contact with the enemy again until the 21st at the crossing of Little

Blue Eiver, in Jackson County. My brigade being in advance, Captain
Stallard s escort (Marmaduke s advance guard), came upon the enemy s

pickets one mile from the bridge on Little Blue on the Lexington and
Independence road. Stallard soon drove them across the bridge, which

they burned to prevent a rapid pursuit. Under instructions from Gen
eral Marmaduke I sent Burbridge s regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Pres
ton in command) to secure the ford one mile above the bridge, and
Colonel Lawther with his regiment to secure the ford one-half mile

below, wrho soon reported the lower crossing clear, the enemy retiring
toward Independence. I moved the brigade to the lower ford, but
found the crossing very difficult and slow. Hearing quick tiring to the

front I hastened forward with Greene s regiment, leaving orders for the
command to follow as rapidly as possible, and found that Colonel Law
ther had indiscreetly attacked a very heavy force of the enemy posted
behind some stone fencing which ran at right angles to the road and
afforded complete protection against small-arms. He was driven back
and in his turn assailed by the enemy, when I arrived with Greene s

regiment. General Marmaduke having ordered Captain Stallard to sup
port Lawther s regiment. Colonel Greene formed his regiment in line of

battle, flanked by two pieces of artillery from Pratt s battalion, which
was soon hotly engaging the enemy, Lawther having fallen to his rear
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in contusion. Owing to the difficulties of crossing
1 at the ford Greene s

regiment fought at great odds unsupported, but they contested every
inch of ground with stubbornness until the arrival of Wood s battalion,
when the enemy gave way, but receiving re-enforcements drove us again
to our original position. We were almost out of ammunition and the

day seemed lost, but Kitchen s regiment, including Davies7 battalion

(Davies absence from his regiment not accounted for), came up at this

moment in as gallant style as veteran infantry and turned the tide of
success, the enemy breaking and falling back toward his first position.
A part of Shelby s division (Gordon s regiment, I believe) joined on the
left of Kitchen and pushed hotly after the enemy, who, taking position
behind the rock fencing spoken of, stubbornly contested the advance of
Marmaduke s and Shelby s divisions for at least an hour, but finally

gave way, Shelby in pursuit.
In this action Major Pratt, with one section of his artillery, com

manded by Lieutenant Williams, did excellent service, and at a time
of great emergency manned the guns themselves. Company B, Greene s

regiment (Captain Polk), behaved with distinguished gallantry, reso

lutely supporting the artillery with only one round of ammunition for

close quarters with the enemy. Colonel Greene distinguished himself
above any other officer in the engagement. Loss in this action:

killed, wounded.
On the same evening Independence was captured, my brigade

encamping two miles beyond the town on the Westport road. On the

morning of the M. Fagan s division being hotly pressed from the rear,
General Marmaduke sent me an order to form line of battle at some
suitable point near my encampment, some two miles from Independ
ence, as a support to Freeman s brigade, which was formed in my front
some half a mile, Fagan s division having been pressed back, then
Freeman s brigade, the enemy came within range of my artillery

(Pratt s) half an hour before sundown, which immediately opened and
checked his advance. Then falling back probably a mile, under direc
tions from Major-General Marmaduke I formed my brigade in order of
battle by columns of regiments as follows, Wood s battalion, Bur-

bridge s regiment, Lawther s regiment, Kitchen s regiment, and Jeffers

regiment, to await the advance of the enemy. I was advised that the
resistance must be stubborn, as there was heavy lighting in front, and
the rear of the train was only a short distance in advance. The enemy
having now engaged the army both in front and rear, and possibly
elated at having driven the rear of the column over twelve miles of

hard-fought ground, and knowing from the report of their guns in the
advance that the relative position of the contending forces had slightly
changed, notwithstanding the almost impenetrable darkness of the

night, they rushed upon us with a reckless fierceness that I have never
seen equaled, giving us warning of confidence reposed in the efficiency
and number of their troops in case we were pressed to a general
engagement. First Wood s battalion was driven back, then Bur-

bridge s regiment, then Kitchen s, then Lawther s, and last Jeffers
,

who contended longest and last with this fierce advance. Thus passed
this long and never to be forgotten night of the 22&amp;lt;1. The dark obscur
ity that enveloped friend and foe alike was only relieved by the bright
flash of our guns, and the deathlike stillness that reigned in the forest
around us was only broken as volley answered volley from the contend
ing forces. Our loss was heavy, but especially in the regiment of tho
gallant Jeffers.
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The enemy being satisfied with the reception, or having spent lus

energies in his furious onslaught, halted the pursuit at 2 in the morn
ing.
On the -3d Marmaduke s division, again in rear, were attacked at an

early hour by the same enemy and with the same spirit as before.

Greene s regiment, commanded by Captain Johnson, and Burbridge s

regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, with Freeman s

brigade, met him -first, my brigade being formed in his rear 500 yards.
He contended manfully for the crossing of the Big Blue, but was forced
back after having repulsed the enemy several times. Falling back
through my brigade the enemy came upon me in the full enthusiasm of

pursuit, and though my brigade contended nobly with the foe for two
hours and strewed the open field in our front with his dead, our ammu
nition exhausted, we were forced to leave the field again to the enemy,
our dead in his hands. The booming of Fagau s and Shelby s guns
were heard all this time in the direction of West-port heavily engaging
the enemy. At this time 1 was directed by General Marmaduke to pass
the train and protect its left flank from a threatened attack from cav
alry. 1 found them advancing upon the flank, but halted without com
ing to an engagement. Continued to retreat that night until 1 o clock.

Resumed the march southward on the 23d; crossed into Linn County,
Kans., on the 24th. Resumed the march southward^on the 25th, Mar
maduke s division being in the rear.

Before I had gone a mile from the encampment (on the Marais des

Cygnes) of the night before, I received an order from General Marma
duke to form my brigade in line of battle, as the enemy had again
appeared in our rear. I remained in that position until 10 o clock; no

engagement with small-arms; retiring from that position in line of
battle. The enemy, cSOO or 000 yards distant in line of battle, followed
us. We were now well out on a prairie that seemed almost boundless.
At the distance of a mile General Marmaduke directed me to halt,
which we did. The enemy coming on with a steady advance approached
very near in largely superior force. We retired at a trot, the enemy in

close pursuit. We continued this way, each holding about the same
position, across a flat prairie some four miles, when we came suddenly
upon the trains halted, the delay occasioned by a deep ravine, the ene

my not more than 500 yards in our rear. There was no time to make
any but the most rapid dispositions for battle. To attempt to dismount
and send the horses to the rear was inevitable destruction, as the enemy
in the confusion would have been upon us. There was no alternative
but to abandon the train or to fight on horseback. In the hurried con
sultation between Generals Fagau and Marmaduke I understood this

to be the view taken of the emergency. It was determined not to dis

mount, which met with my approbation. Skirmishing had already
begun, the artillery in action, when the Federal force (I should judge
(&amp;gt;,()()()

or 7,000) made a furious charge on the right and left flank. Both
gave way in hopeless confusion. Every effort was made by appeals
and threats to retrieve the rout, but it swept in an irresistible mass
ungovernable. The Federal force and that mingled together until you
scarcely knew who was friend or foe. Gallant spirits, however, were
seen here and therein hand-to-hand conflict with the foe, in sad contrast
to those who had ignominiously thrown away their arms. General
Marmaduke in the vain effort to rally his troops was captured by the

enemy. Every gallant spirit in my brigade remembers with affection

the gallant and prudent commander of an hundred battles, and mourn
that his valuable services are lost to his country in the hour of her
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emergency. The gallant Jeffers with Major Waddell, of my staff, and

many other officers, were captured. I succeeded in forming I suppose
500 men on General Marmaduke s escort (which deserves great credit

for being less demoralized than any troops I saw in the rout), all of

which retired in some order to the main column. The retreat was con
tinued with occasional skirmishing until we reached Newtonia, which
was the last sight we had of the enemy. As I have heard that odium
was cast upon the major-general commanding for adopting the line of

retreat through the Indian Nation, I desire to say that that route was
earnestly advocated by me in preference to any other.

Having assumed command of Marmaduke s division on the day and
after the battle of Mine Creek, and Colonel Freeman, whose brigade
composed a part of the division, never having made a report of the

part taken by his command in the campaign, I am unable to call atten

tion to it in a specific manner. It is in my knowledge, however, that
he did good fighting at Independence and Big Blue. His brigade was
detached from the division at Maysville, Ark., by orders from the ma
jor-general commanding, and sent to Northeast Arkansas. The retreat

through the Indian Nation was attended with many hardships, particu
larly to the new recruits: but as the army was without meat rations

only two days we encountered nothing like starvation.

My brigade staff were prompt and gallant in the execution of orders

throughout the campaign, calling especial attention to Captain Kerr,
ordnance officer of my brigade, who behaved with distinguished gal
lantry on many occasions.

The officers of my brigade with very few exceptions behaved well in

every action and deserve high encomiums iqr gallantry, among whom
Colonel Greene stands pre-eminent.

It is impossible to report the loss of the division on account of the

absence of Colonel Freeman s report. The loss in my brigade can only
be reported in the aggregate. Attention is called to list accompanying
this and also Colonel Greene s report.
General Marmaduke s staff, who have been reporting to me since his

capture, are surpassed by none in the army for activity, promptness,
and gallantry. I regret especially my inability to do General Marma-
duke justice in this report, as many things of moment were done by
the division of which I was not cognizant. His command have the

highest regard for him as a general and are anxious for his return, as

only troops are who believe in their leader.

It gives me great pleasure to call attention to the gallant conduct of

Private Adams, Company B, Third [Missouri) Eegiment, of my brigade,

during the battle of Mine Creek.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. B. CLAKK, JR.,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Lieut. Col. L. A. MACLEAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price s Army.

[Inclosure Xo. 1.]

HEADQUARTERS FISK S DIVISION, U. S. FORCES,
Boonville, J/o., October 17, 1864.

OFFICER OF C. S. ARMY COMMANDING ESCORT
OF FEDERAL PRISONERS FROM GLASGOW, Mo.:

SIR: This will introduce Capt. H. S. Glaze, of my staff, who will

relieve your escort and provide the weary and sick with conveyance to
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my camp. He is authorized to receipt for them should you so deem
best. Highly grateful for your considerate and kindly treatment of

my soldiers,
I have the honor to be, sir. very respectfully,

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- General, U. S. Volunteers. Comely. Division.

[Inclosure Ko. 2.1

List of klUi d and wounded in Marmadukct brigade.

Command.
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General Fisk wrote a letter (find a copy with report) acknowledging
obligations for kind treatment, &c., and ordering one of his start officers

to receipt for prisoners.
JNO. B. CLARK, JR.,

lirigqdier- General, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. L. A. MACLEAN. Atsst. Adjt. Gen., Price s Army.

Report of Col. Cotton Greene. Third MinaoHri Caralry, commanding
Marmadn ke s b rigadc.

HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE S BRIGADE,
Camp on Red Rirer. Ark., December 18, 1864.

MAJOR: In writing a report of the part taken in the late expedition
into Missouri by the commands under me, I have embraced the actions
of my own regiment and Marmaduke s brigade because I was in com
mand of the latter in several engagements and during many marches,
and that 111 the most memorable action 1 commanded both on the same
day.

In pursuance of orders received from Brigadier-General Clark, com
manding Marmaduke s brigade, I turned over my train at Princeton,
excepting one wagon, and took the field on the olst ofAugust, marching
in a northwesterly direction through a broken, mountainous, and thinly
populated country, and struck the Arkansas River at Dardanelle on the
Oth of September. On the same day I crossed the river and moved north
and northeast through a country equally barren and broken without
interruption ;

crossed White River fifteen miles above Batesville, and ar
rived at Pocahontas, on Black River, at midnight of the 18th of Septem
ber. We swam this stream during the night, proceeded up its left bank
fifteen miles and recrossed it, making our bivouac in Ripley County, Mo.,
on the 20th, just two miles from the Arkansas line. On the same night
I was ordered forward to Poplar Blurt

,
which town I occupied on the

following morning, the enemy in small force evacuating the day before,
and in pursuance of orders made a reconnaissance of the country and
of the enemy s position at Blooinfield. From Poplar Bluft my march
was northward to Patton, thence west to Fredericktown, during which
my flankers dispersed several parties of militia, killing and wounding
4, capturing 11, and sustaining no loss. Here two companies of my
regiment were detached on recruiting service.
The morningofthe 27tliofSeptember found me in Ironton,where prepa

ration wasmade to assault the enemy s position at Pilot Knob, contiguous
to this village. His work, consisting of an octagonal bastion mounting
four 32-pouuder guns and two field batteries, lay in the cleared bed of
a valley, around which Shepherd s Mountain and Pilot Knob rose up like
a wall. I dismounted at the foot of Shepherd s Mountain, advanced to
its crest with skirmishers deployed, and was by order of the brigadier-
general put in line in reserve, ordered to preserve distance of seventy-
five yards, and to support the first line at discretion.
Our artillery opening from both mountains, 1 moved at 1 p. m. down

the northern slope of the mountain exposed to a heavy artillery fire.

My regiment kept admirably aligned and preserved the prescribed inter

val; reached the plain, whereupon, observing confusion in the advance
line, I charged past it, rallying it on my Hank, and gained a short dis
tance of the fort, only to find our whole force broken and retiring. 1

now took cover about seveutv-nve yards from the work and rallied
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parts of several regiments, reformed the line, supported the troops on

my left (which were hotly pressed), aiul held this position until ordered
off at dark by Brigadier-General Clark. The steadiness of my regi
ment in this action was conspicuous. Four times it was halted and
dressed on the colors, and sustained its whole loss without discharging
a gun. Lieut. Archibald M. Jones and Private Shepherd, Company F,
deserve especial mention for gallantry, bearing the wounded body of

the brave Major Bennett, of the Tenth, from the field. About one-half
of the effective total of my regiment was alone engaged in the assault

145 men. My loss was 3 officers and 20 men killed and wounded,
among the latter class of which was that tine soldier and gallant offi

cer, Maj. James Surridge, who was dangerously wounded in the leg,
and whose horse was killed under him while leading the left wing of

his regiment.
During the night the enemy evacuated his works and was pursued

on the following day and overtaken on the 29th by the advance, to

whose support 1 was ordered up, but after several slight skirmishes he,

made good his retreat to Leasburg, on the southwest branch of the
Pacific Railroad, where he intrenched himself. On the morning of the
30th my regiment was moved forward to make a demonstration on the

enemy s position to cover the withdrawal of the main column. At 10.30

a. m. I drove in his outposts, made feints on his right and left, attracted
the fire of his artillery, engaged him for two hours, and retired with a
loss of 4 wounded, and joined the column at Sullivan s Station at mid
night.
From this point I marched with the division through Saint Clair to

Union, the county scat of Franklin County, where the enemy made a

feeble resistance and evacuated the place. Continuing the march we
occupied Washington, on the Missouri River, and on the 3d of October

appeared before Hermann. My regiment was in advance. Three miles

north of town Lieutenant Graves, Company A, charged the enemy s out

post and pursued it to the suburbs,where I dismounted and took position
on the extreme right of our line. At sunset I was ordered by General
Marmaduke to advance, the enemy opening witli artillery. I moved
in line to the center of the town at a double-quick, where I formed in

column, advancing on the battery, which I at once charged, the

enemy an insignificant force with one 0-pounder fleeing and aban

doning his gun.
From the 4th to the Oth instant I marched with the column. On the

9th the enemy was reported pursuing, and I was sent to the rear two
miles north of Russellville, in Moniteau County, and went into posi
tion with eight companies dismounted, Company B mounted in reserve,
and Company A mounted to protect my left, which was exposed. Here
I engaged the enemy warmly for forty minutes, when he attempted to

pass to my rear by my left, and was gallantly charged by Lieutenant
Graves and repulsed. I now fell back under cover of Company B,
which was very creditably handled by Lieutenant McGtiire, and took

position on the left of the brigade, formed at Russellville. The bri

gade retired. Soon after the enemy appeared and opened with artil

lery and again attempted to turn my left but was defeated with loss.

Falling back slowly I went into position two miles farther on and
awaited the cautious approach of the enemy, whom my skirmishers

constantly engaged. We were shelled at long range without harm,
when throwing my regiment into column of attack and making feint

to charge, the enemy retired, and taking advantage of his retrograde I

continued the retreat, thus forming and maneuvering for the double
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purpose of delaying
1 his inarch and avoiding a charge in an open coun

try by his superior cavalry. Pending these skirmishes hemoved another
column on our left, which struck our right flank (Marmaduke s divis

ion) at California, through which town I passed under tire of his artil

lery and formed one mile beyond in support of Hynson s battery, and
finally moved into camp on the Boonville road.

During this day I Avas assisted by Capt. George W. Kerr, of General
Clark s staff, and it gives me pleasure to mention the fine conduct of
this excellent officer.

On the 10th of October I made my bivouac with the main army at

Boonville, and was the next day at 12 o clock ordered out on the Tip-
ton road to meet the enemy, then skirmishing near town. I was placed
in command of Marmaduke s brigade on the field, and formed it dis

mounted with a strong line of skirmishers. The enemy in the mean
time drove in our mounted skirmishers, whom I rallied on the right to

cover that Hank and advanced my dismounted skirmishers firing. I

now ordered a general advance and drove the eMfcmy a mile, who in his

retreat left his dead and wounded in our hands, and I occupied the

ground lately held by him. I lay in line during the night and the day
following; returned to our bivouac at sunset; inarched all night and
the next day, and reached the vicinity of Arrow Rock on the evening
of October 13.

On the morning of the 14th I was ordered by Brigadier-General
Clark to inarch with his brigade to Arrow Rock and cross the Missouri
River. The crossing was effected at midnight, and a short time after&quot;

sunrise we were upon the important town of Glasgow, fortified and gar
risoned by 1,000 men. The brigade 1 commanded was in advance, and
by the general s orders I left the main road and moved to the right, fac

ing the town, while he moved Jackman s brigade by the main road. The
enemy was visible half a mile in front of his works. I moved at a trot;
dismounted rapidly ;

ordered Lawther s regiment to the right, above
the town, to engage the enemy s cavalry and cut off his escape and com
munications; put Harris battery, commanded by Lieutenant Williams,
.in position and opened fire.

My line was formed, with Greene s regiment on the right, commanded
by Captain Johnson; Jeffers on the left; Burbridge s on the right of
the center; Kitchen s on the left of the center; and Davies battalion
in the center. A heavy line of skirmishers was thrown out. I was
now ordered forward. The enemy fought stubbornly and took advan
tage of houses, fences, and every obstacle until driven at the charge
into his works. We had gained a position near his intrenchments
which seemed inaccessible, and while restoring our line he got
possession of a building from which our right was much annoyed
until Captain Polk, Company B, Third Regiment, gallantly dislodged
him, but with heavy loss. The fire now slackened, when the enemy
to avert the final assault surrendered. Though the loss in this

engagement was especially heavy on Greene s regiment, its gallant
conduct was equaled by the action of the whole brigade. Captain
Crabtree, Lieutenants Yaudell, Jump, and Puryear, of the Third,
were severely wounded; Lieuts. Arch. M. Jones and McGuire (both
of the Third), and Lieutenant Scott, of the Fourth, fell bravely, as
as they had so often fought before, and deserve to be remembered as
models of every soldierly virtue.
To Major Waddell and Capt. George W. Kerr, of General Clark s

staff, *[ was greatly indebted for valuable aid on the field, and I cannot
commend too highly the splendid gallantry and usefulness of the lat-

44 K K VOL XLI PT I .
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ter. Nor should 1 forget to name the uniform good conduct and bravery
of Privates Shepherd, Company F, Third Regiment, and Ellis, Com
pany F, of the Fourth, who acted as couriers during the action.
On the IGth of October we recrossed the river and joined the main

army on the 17th, when General Clark again took command of his bri

gade. On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, I marched at the head of my regi
ment with the main column, moving westward toward Independence.
On the morning of the 21st, the brigade being in advance, cannonading
announced that the enemy whom General Shelby had driven from
Lexington had made a stand, and about midday my regiment was
turned from the main road to the right for the purpose of crossing Lit
tle Blue River below the bridge which was destroyed. I moved rap
idly across the river, and had marched a short distance when it was
ascertained that Lawther s regiment was routed. I dismounted about
150 men, formed across the road, and immediately engaged the enemy,
who was right upon us. Williams three-gun battery was uulimbered
fifty yards behind my raiment. The enemy, who was in greatly superior
force, vigorously pressed his advantage. He was twice repulsed, when
he began to flank me both on the right and left. The moment was
critical; no supports arrived. Directing my wings to tire by the right
and left oblique I took charge of the battery, firing ]STos. 1 and 3 on my
flanks, and then ordered rapid volleys of blank cartridges to be tired

(the position of my men prevented the use of missiles). It produced
the desired effect. The enemy fell back and was charged by us. He
now rallied and opened with artillery; again advanced and was again
repulsed. The fight was thus continued between unequal numbers,
my ammunition was exhausted, the fortitude of my men severely tried,
when Kitchen s regiment reached the field. I put it into line and
directed it to fire by volley. The enemy tied to return no more.
Great credit is due to Capt. Charles K. Polk, of Company B, who held

the enemy in check on my left. Sergeant Woolsey, Company G, was
conspicuous for gallantry during the action, and Private Shepherd,
Company F, deserves especial notice for rallying his company and lead

ing a charge against the battery.
I now marched to Independence and was ordered to picket the ap

proaches to that town from, the south and west. On the morning of
the 22d I was notified by General Marmaduke to hold my position until
relieved. An hour or two after artillery and musketry firing indicated
that the enemy was driving our forces and was near town, and I accord

ingly retired my outposts one mile, only in time to observe that the
head of Rosecrans army had penetrated the town and had driven our
rear through it in confusion, and was pursuing on the Westport road.

HVIy position was extremely hazardous. I awaited orders until the

enemy had almost surrounded me, when I moved on the Little Santa
Fe road parallel to and within range of his column, who, deceived by
our blue coats, held his fire. Three miles on that road I met Captain
West, assistant quartermaster, who with an escort had been sent to
relieve me, but was cut off. The enemy was still ahead of me on my
right, which made it impracticable to join the main army, and hence I

moved on for ten miles at a trot. Learning by the way that a body
of Bluut s cavalry was then one hour in my front, turned across the

country to the right and intercepted the train at Big Blue. Here the

injuries and wound received at Blue Mills the day before became so

painful that I was compelled to turn my regiment over to Capt. B. S.

Johnson, whose report of an action on the 23d of October is herewith
annexed, and to whom much commendation is due for uniform
-ami courage while in command.
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On the night of the 24th I again assumed command, and before day
light of the 25th was moved out and took position. Our camp was on
the Marais des Cygnes Kiver, in Linn County, Kans. I was ordered to

form two miles south of that stream with Burbridge s regiment. The
remainder of Marmaduke s brigade was still in the rear, and engaged
the enemy for a few minutes, retired beyond pie, and reformed. I

occupied my position about half an hour, when Burbridge s regiment,
with the brigade, was withdrawn, and I was ordered by General Mar--
maduke to move in rear. The country was a continuous prairie, and
the enemy soon appeared in sight. After marching about a mile I was
ordered to quicken my gait, then to trot, and finally to join the main
body at a gallop. We had now inarched some rive or six miles, followed

by the enemy, who seemed to take his gait from ours, but never came
in gunshot range. On reaching the main body I found it formed some
300 yards north of Mine Creek a deep, lightly wooded stream with

abrupt caving banks and was ordered into position in rear and to the

right of Williams battery. The main line was less than eighty yards
from me, and another line covered half of my regiment, and was not

exceeding twenty yards from it. I was notified that I was in reserve.
We were mounted. 1 am thus explicit in describing the position of my
regiment, in order to explain or extenuate the disaster which soon after
overtook it, and which without explanation would leave a stigma upon
its bright and dearly bought reputation. After a slight skirmish the

enemy was seen to deploy from behind the left of his line in heavy
column of attack, completely turning our right. Suddenly the first and
second lines gave way, and rushing in great disorder ran over and
broke the eight right companies of my regiment. The same wild panic
seemed to seize everything. I wheeled my remaining company (B) to

the right and opened on the tlank of the enemy s column until two of
Williams guns were borne to the rear, when after every exertion, see

ing the impossibility of staying this panic-stricken mob, I ordered

Captain Polk (Company B) to withdraw as best he could.
Two hours later and near the Osage Kiver 1 was placed in command

of the brigade, and collected about 400 armed men, not including Wood s

battalion, which did not report until the day following. Over two-
thirds of the arms were lost in the rout. With this force, under Gen
eral Clark s directions, I moved across the Osage and went into position
five miles beyond on the Fort Scott road, the brigade composing a part
of the right wing. The enemy had been in the meantime engaged by
Shelby s division, which retired to the rear. We advanced upon the

enemy as soon as he appeared in sight, and a sharp fusilade was kept
up with slight loss to either side. The enemy seemed unwilling to

press his advantage further, and after checking his pursuit we with
drew at dark.

Among the many officers who bore themselves with marked gallantry
on this memorable and disastrous day I cannot forbear to record the
names of Lieutenant-Colonel Ward and Captain Power, of the Eighth;
Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, of the Fourth; Lieutenant Snapp, of the
Third, and Captains Barry and Burr, of the Tenth, whose conduct
came under my immediate notice.

I was again indebted to Capt. George W. Kerr for valuable assist

ance in times.of danger, and in bearing tribute to his gallantry it re

minds me to add the names of Privates Simpson and Adams, Company
B, Third Regiment, who performed all the duties of staff officers with

courage and skill.
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Continuing our inarch uninterruptedly the brigade crossed the Mar-
in iton at 10 o clock of the night of the 25th, where I halted one hour
to burn the train as directed, and moved on in a southerly direction
and encamped near Carthage, Mo., on the 1uth. The distance traveled
in this march was ninety-two miles. The brigade was not again engaged
with the enemy, but endured the severest privations and sufferings
during the march through Indian Territory to Boggy Depot, which place
we reached on the 18th of November. For twenty-five days our animals
were without forage. For twenty-three days we subsisted on beefwithout
salt, frequently issued in insufficient quantities, and for three days were
without food at all. The loss in animals was very heavy, and many
wagons were abandoned in consequence.
For a report of the killed and wounded of the brigade in the actions

in which I commanded it and of my own regiment during the expedi
tion, 1 beg respectfully to refer you tothe accompanying paper, marked A.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
COLTON GREENE,

Colonel, Commanding J3riya.de.

Maj. II. EWING, Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosurc.]

A.

Report of the, killed &amp;lt;tnd wounded of Marmadiikc n brif/ndcin MisHonri. while commanded
by Col. Colton (irci iic, and of (Ireenc n regiment, duriny the expedition.

MARMADUKE S BRIGADE.

Killed. , Wounded. Missing.

Boouville, October 11, 1864:
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No. 07.

Report of Capt. Benjamin 8. Johnsou, Third Missouri Cavalry.

CAMP ox RED RIVER, ARK.,
December 21, 1SG4.

MAJOR: I have tlio honor to make the following report of the part
taken by this regiment in the action of the 2 id of October at Big Blue
River:

I assumed command of the regiment the evening of the 22d of October,
Colonel Greene being disabled from injuries received at the battle of Lit

tle Blue on the 21st of October. I was ordered to form the regiment at

sunrise on the bank of Big Blue River as infantry. After being in posi
tion about half an hour the enemy appeared in sight and opened tire

on us from small-arms, compelling us, owing to the formation of the

creek, to leave our position., they being enabled to tire on us from the

right Hank and rear. We fell back one mile and a half in good order
to a skirt of timber at the edge of a small prairie, and were ordered to

form to support Pratt s artillery. The enemy appeared in sight and

opened heavily on us. We replied, compelling them to fall back to

the shelter of some houses on the prairie. They again advanced at a

charge to take our battery. We opened lire on them while Company
G, under the command of First Sergeant Woolsey, dashed gallantly
forward and hauled the guns off by hand,, the balance of the regiment
keeping a steady h re upon the enemy. \Ye remained in our position
until every gun was discharged and every cartridge expended. Or
dered by General (. lark to fall back to our horses, which we did in good
order.

Our loss was 3 killed and 7 wounded.
The whole regiment acted very gallantly. Particular praise is due

to Sergeant Woolsey, of Company G, for his gallant conduct.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

B. S. JOHNSON,
Captain, Commanding Regiment.

Maj. F. S. ROBERTSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. Mannaduke\s Brigade.

Report of Col. John Q. Burbridye, Fourth Missouri Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH MISSOURI CAVALRY,
December (S, 1804.

MAJOR : I herewith submit report of the part my regiment took in

the late campaign in Missouri. Such a report must necessarily be very
imperfect and in some instances incorrect, since all records from which
information could be drawn were lost:

On the 20th of August the regiment, in conjunction with the brigade,
left Princeton, crossing Arkansas River on the 10th proximo, traveling
from thence in a northeasterly direction, and entering Missouri in its

southeastern portion near Pocahontas. No opposition was offered to
our inarch until our arrival at Pilot Knob, a place strong by nature
and rendered almost impregnable by art. An assault being determined
upon my regiment occupied the extreme left, charging down a steep,
bald mountain, exposed to a galling and destructive h re of artillery
and musketry. The regiment gained a position about a hundred yards
beyond the foot of the. mountain in a bed of a creek, the banks of
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which protected the men from the enemy s tire. This position was held
until night-fall enabled me to draw oft the regiment. My loss in killed
and wounded was 7 officers and 28 men.

It having been ascertained the next morning that the enemy had
taken advantage of the night to effect his escape, the regiment with
the rest followed in pursuit until near Leasburg, on Pacific road, when
I was ordered to take my regiment and Wood s battalion and make a
detour to the left and cut the railroad above Leasburg. I obeyed these

instructions, capturing a station called Cuba, tearing up the track, and
burning the depot, and from thence rejoining the command in the

vicinity of Leasburg. From thence the regiment, in conjunction with
the brigade, marched down the railroad, assisting in the capture of
Saint Clair, Union, Washington, and Hermann, the two last-named
towns being upon Missouri River. Our march from thence was up the

river, past Jefferson City, to Boonville.
After a halt of two days here the march was again resumed, my

[regiment] crossing the river with the brigade at Arrow Rock, and
marching on Glasgow. This point was intrenched and occupied by
about 800 Federals, protecting an immense quantity of stores deposited
there for safety. The attack commenced about 8 o clock, my regiment
occupying a position in center of brigade, and lasted till 1 p. m. My
loss in killed and wounded was 1 officer and 8 men.
The understanding relative to the distribution of captured property

up to this time \vas that all should be equally divided among the regi
ments engaged in the capture. Vet on this occasion, though a large
quantity of horses and arms were taken, my regiment obtained none
of either, though at the time 1 had over KM) unarmed men in my com
mand. My regiment was the last to leave town on crossing the river,
and after the other regiments had vacated their camps I picked up
more than sixty guns left by them on the ground. We rejoined the
main army the same day on the Lexington road. The next morning
our march was resumed&quot; for Lexington, passing near the town, in pur
suit of Federal forces under Blunt, arriving at Independence, Mo., on
the 2M [21stj of October. The next evening the regiment was placed
in line to meet the Federals from the rear, but was driven back, without
loss, however.

During the day following, the enemy pressing in heavy force from
three sides at once, the regiment was employed in different positions
to protect the train. The enemy s pursuit was vigorous and determined,
overtaking us on the Kansas prairies near a stream called Marais des
Cygnes.
On the morning of the 27th [25th] dispositions were made for a fight

to check their pursuit, my regiment occupying the extreme right. My
men were armed with long infantry guns, which they were unable to
load on horseback, and consequently were unable to oppose success

fully the Federal charge, but broke and tied in the wildest confusion.

My loss, as near as I have been able to ascertain, was about 40 killed
and wounded, among the latter Captain Hicks and Lieutenant Arm
strong, Companies C and I.

1 should also mention prior to the above that Lieutenant McCaleb,
Company J, was sent on detail from Boonville to Laclede County, cap
turing and paroling a lieutenant and 28 men.
My regiment engaged in no more actions of the campaign.
The march from thence to Red River was over a desolate country,

where no food for men or forage for horses could be obtained. Its

previous defeat and severe starvation now completed the demoraliza-
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tion of my regiment. I have the honor to report now, however, that,
in some degree recovered from the fatigues and hardships of the cam
paign, its numbers are gradually swelling&quot; and its condition rapidly
being brought to some degree of discipline.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Q. BUEBEIDGE,

Colonel, Commanding Regiment.
Maj. F. S. ROBERTSON,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

99.

Report of Lieut. Col. J. F. Danes, Davies 1 Missouri Battalion, command
ing Seventh Missouri Cavalry and Davits Battalion.

CAMP ON RED KIVER, December 12, 1864.

COLONEL: The following report is as accurate as it is possible for

me to make it, having
1

lost all our regimental papers. You will here
with find a report of the raid in Missouri, as follows:

On the 27th of August the Seventh Regiment of Missouri Cavalry
with the remainder of Clark s brigade left Mount Elba, on the Saline

River, and marched twenty miles: camped at Hagen s Mills. 28th,
marched twenty miles and camped at Stony Point. 29th, marched six

teen miles and camped two miles south of Princeton. Here we turned
all our wagons over but two. 30th, left Cam]) Princeton; marched ten
miles and camped near Tulip, 31st, marched twenty-live miles.

September 1, marched seventeen miles. 2d, sixteen miles. 3d, fifteen

miles. 4th, crossed the Forest Mountain and marched eighteen miles.

5th, this day we were rear guard; our road was very bad; did not reach

camp until 12 o clock in the night, having marched twenty miles. Gth,
left camp at daylight; this day we crossed Arkansas River at Darda-
nelle and encamped on the north side of the river, having marched four
teen miles. 7th, marched seven miles and encamped on Illinois Bayou.
8th, passed through Dover and encamped, having marched twenty-three
miles. 9th, marched twenty miles. 10th, marched twenty-five miles,

llth, marched twelve miles. 12th, thisday we crossed White River Moun
tain; nowater; marchedthirty-threemiles. 13th, remained in camp. 14th,
marched eighteen miles. 15th, marched to Strawberry River; twenty-
one miles. 10th, remained in camp. 17th, marched twenty-two miles and
camped- at Spring River. 18th, left camp on Spring River and marched
to Pocahontas, thirteen miles, and commenced crossing Black River at
10 o clock at night. By daylight we had crossed everything and
marched three miles and camped. 19th, marched fifteen miles. 20th,
marched twenty-five miles and crossed the Missouri line. 21st, marched
twenty-five miles and camped at Poplar Bluff. 22d, marched eighteen
miles. 23d, marched twenty-two miles and camped at Bolliuger s Mills,
on Castor. 24th, started on a scout with Colonel .letters regiment (Col
onel Jetfers commanding), and marched to Old Jackson, where we took
the enemy by surprise. We reached Old Jackson just,before sundown,
having marched forty miles. We killed 2 and captured 13 prisoners
and 25 horses. 25th, inarched twenty-five miles and encamped at Patton.
26th, marched thirty miles, passing through Fredericktown. 27th,
marched twelve miles to Pilot Knob. Our regiment was guard for
train while the fight was going on at that place. 27th [28th], Federals
evacuated Pilot Knob at 4 a. in. 28th and 29th, ip pursuit of the enemy;
marched thirty miles. 30th, marched thirty miles and camped at Sul
livan s Station, on the southwest branch of the Pacific Railroad.
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October 1, marched twenty-five miles to Union, where we had a skir

mish witli the enemy. Id, marched twenty miles and camped at Wash
ington. 3d, marched twenty-five miles and camped at Hermann. This
town we captured after a short fight. 4th, marched twenty-five miles.

5th, marched twenty-five miles on a scout. Cth, marched twenty miles

and camped near Linn. 7th, marched twenty miles and camped within

sight of the enemy s camp-fires at Jefferson City. Considerable fight

ing going on during this day. 8th, marched fifteen miles and camped
at Bussellville. 9th, this day we had a fight at JSTew California. Pratt s

[Hynson s] battery and this regiment were all that were engaged. 10th,

marched twenty miles and camped at Boonville. llth, at 12 in. this

day the enemy was reported neac, Boonville. We were ordered out;
the enemy had gained the position we were to occupy. We were or

dered to dismount. We did so, and soon drove the enemy, and lay in

line of battle during the remainder, of the evening. 12th, we lay in

line of battle last night and all this day until 4 o clock, when we were
ordered back to camp, and at 8 o clock we were again on the road. We
marched all night and only traveled twelve miles; camped, fed, and
cooked breakfast. 13th, were sent on picket; relieved in the evening.
This day we marched sixteen miles. 14th. left camp at daylight and
marched to Arrow liock, sixteen miles. At this place we crossed the
Missouri Eiver (Clark s brigade and Jackman s only). It took us until

midnight to cross. We then moved in direction of Glasgow, distant
sixteen miles. At daylight we could hear heavy cannonading, which
afterward proved to be General Shelby from the south side of the river.

At sunrise we attacked the enemy at the suburbs of the town and soon
drove them into their fortifications. Finding it impossible to escape,
us he surrendered at 1. p. m. Here we captured between TOO and JM)0

prisoners and about 2,000 stand of small-arms. IGth. recrossed the

Missouri, which took us all night. 17th, left the river at 1 o clock and
marched twenty miles in direction of Waverly and camped at midnight.
18th, marched eighteen miles and camped at Waverly. 19th, passed
through Dover and camped near Lexington, having marched twenty
miles. This night we were ordered to the front and lay in line of bat
tle until midnight. Marched in the direction of Independence, fifteen

njiles on the 20th. 21st, marched to Little Blue, where the enemy tried

to stay our progress, but after a very severe fight we drove the enemy
and followed him to Independence, where we camped, having inarched

twenty-four miles; seven miles of this distance we inarched on foot.

In this fight Davies battalion, attached to this regiment, behaved very
gallantly; saved one piece of Pratt s [Hynson s] battery, and driving
the enemy from his position. 22d, this day a force under General
Rosecrans attacked us in our rear. Here we fought until 10 p. in., and
held the enemy in check, then fell back about ten miles. 23d, at sun
rise we were in line of battle, as the enemy was lighting our pickets.
At this place (Big Blue) we had a short and bloody fight and were com
pelled to fall back. Here Colonel Kitchen was wounded. At 2 p. m.
the enemy attempted to capture our train by a flank movement on our

left, but were driven back after a short skirmish. We fell back twenty
miles and camped. 24th, marched thirty-five miles. 25th, this day the

enemy attacked us about 9 o clock, but Pratt s [Hynson sj battery did

such good execution that the enemy were compelled to fall back.

About 10 a. m. he again attacked us in force. After a short engage
ment the command on our right, being flanked by the enemy, gave
way; then the left gave way also, leaving the center to receive the

enemy s charge, and being overpowered were compelled to seek safety
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in flight. The scattered forces were shortly rallied, and at 4 p. in. we
again met the enemy. This time we drove the enemy, and in turn were
driven by him, but held our ground and fell back at sundown and
inarched until 1 a. m. Here we burned our trains, having marched
thirty miles. We marched again at 2 a. m. 2Gth, this day we marched
sixty-two miles and camped near Carthage. The enemy was in our
rear all day. 27th, marched twenty miles. 28th. this day Shelby fought
the enemy back. This day we marched twenty-seven miles. 29th,
crossed the corner of Arkansas and camped in Cherokee Nation.
Marched this day thirty miles. 30th, marched fifteen miles. 31st, six

teen miles.

Xovember 1, marched nineteen miles and camped at Cane Hill; got
forage for our horses the first in five days. Here we remained until

the 4th, when we inarched twelve miles and camped in the nation.

5th, twenty miles. Oth, eighteen miles. 7th, crossed Arkansas River
and camped two miles south, having marched six miles. 8th. marched
twelve miles. 9th, fifteen miles. 10th, fifteen miles/ llth, seventeen
miles. 12th, fifteen miles. 13th, eighteen miles and camped near

Perryville. Here we received half a pound of flour to the man the
first that we received in twenty-two days. 14th, remained in camp.
15th, marched sixteen miles. 16th, eight miles. 17th, inarched twenty-
six miles and camped at Boggy Depot. 18th, remained in camp.
19th, marched fifteen miles. 20th, fourteen miles. 21st, twenty-three
miles; crossed Red River and camped in Texas. Here we drew forage
for our horses the first we received since we left Cane Hill, being
seventeen days. Here we drew full rations of flour. 22d, marched
seventeen miles. 23d, remained in camp. 24th. marched twelve miles.

25th, twenty one miles. 26th, seventeen miles. 27th, fifteen miles.

28th, camped at Clarksville, having marched twelve miles. 29th and

30th, remained in Clarksville.

December 1, marched sixteen miles in direction of Laynesport. 2d,
marched fourteen miles and camped near mouth of Mill Creek. 3d,
crossed Red River at Laynesport and camped on north side of Red
River, having marched seventeen miles. 4th, marched down Red River
ten miles and camped near Cressville, at which camp we have remained
to the present time.

Respectfully submitted.
J. F. DAVIES,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Hcrentk Missouri Cavalry.

[Inclosure.]

SpecAfil report of the killed, tcovnded, and in (fixing of the Seventh Regiment of Missouri

Cavalry while on the raid in Misnonrl.

\Vbere. Wlien.
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No. 100.

Report of Cot. Robert R. Lawther, Tenth Missouri Carairy.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY,
December 6, 1864.

MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the following* report of the action

taken by the Tenth Missouri Cavalry while on the recent expedition to

the State of Missouri :

Marched at sunrise on the morning of the 30th of August from Prince

ton, Ark., moving in the direction of Dardanelle. Crossed the Arkan
sas River at that point on the Oth of September, continuing our inarch
in the direction of Ironton, Mo., arriving within six miles of that point
on the evening of the 26th of September. There learned that a heavy
Federal force, under command of General Ewing, was stationed at that

point.

September 27 moved promptly at daylight, General Cabell in front.

He charged the enemy, driving them back in the direction of Pilot

Knob, they occupying a strong fort at that point. After considerable

skirmishing the fort was charged by Generals Marmaduke and Fagan.
General Clark s brigade, ofwhich my regiment formed a part, was on the
extreme left. I lost in the charge and the lighting which succeeded it

in killed and wounded 4 officers and 20 men, of whom 4 were killed.

Among the wounded was the brave and gallant Major Bennett, who
lost a leg in the charge. His loss was felt not only by his regiment
but by the whole division. During the night the Federals evacuated
the fort, marching in the direction of Holla, Mo. Next day Clark s bri

gade followed closely in pursuit. The Tenth Missouri Regiment, being
in advance, came up to the rear guard of the Federals on the morning of

the 29th ot September; immediately charged them, driving them back in

confusion, capturing 25 men and killing 2. I lost in the engagement 1

man killed and 2 wounded. On the morning of the 1st of October our di

vision marched in the direction of Union, Washington County, Mo., at

which point some 400 Federals were stationed. When arriving within
one mile of the town General Clark dismounted all of his brigade except
Colonel Jeffers regiment and my own. Colonel Jeffers he ordered on
the left, and I was ordered to proceed rapidly around on their right,

cutting off their retreat -in the direction of Saint Louis. On arriving
on the Saint Louis road I observed the Federals falling back. We
instantly charged through the town and succeeded in capturing 65 and

killing 10. I had 1 man slightly wounded. On the evening of the 3d

captured Hermann yith our brigade. Sustained no loss in our regi
ment. On the morning of the 5th marched in the direction of Linn. I

was detached by General Marmadnke and ordered to burn the Gascon
ade bridge and the bridge across Bailey s Creek. On arriving at the

bridge across the Gasconade I found the railroad bridge had already
been destroyed by Colonel Wood. I destroyed the railroad bridge
across Bailey s Creek and rejoined the brigade at Linn. On the 9th

marched through California. The Federals attacked our brigade, which
was in rear, shelling us as we passed through the town. 1 had 2 men
wounded by a shell bursting in our ranks. On the evening of the llth

engaged the enemy at Boonville, driving them back. Had 2 men
wounded.
General Clark crossed the Missouri River with his brigade on the

14th, and on the morning of the 15th marched on Glasgow, attacking
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the Federals at that point at about 10 o clock. I was ordered to keep
my regiment mounted arid move rapidly to the north of the town and

prevent the enemy from escaping in that direction. After some three

hours fighting- the Federal cavalry surrendered to me, numbering 157.

I lost during the engagement 1 man killed and 4 wounded. Recrossed
the river on the night of the ICth, marching on in the direction of Inde

pendence, engaging a Federal force under command of General- Blunt
at the crossing of the Little Blue; drove him back through Independ
ence. My loss was 1 man killed, 1 officer and 12 men wounded, and
men captured. 22d, in command of rear guard, Federals pursuing

closely. Had 2 men wounded at the crossing of the Big Blue. Fell

back and reformed on the west side of Blue. Fought them stub

bornly at that point. On the 23d had 2 men wounded, and the enemy
succeeded in capturing Lieutenant-Colonel Young and Captain David
son, of my regiment, both brave, gallant officers. On the morning of
the 25th marched in the direction of Fort Scott. Kans. The Federals

attacked our rear guard at sunrise, and a general engagement was the

result, which resulted unfavorable to us. I lost in the engagement 4
officers wounded and 7 captured by the enemy, men killed, 17 wounded,
and 58 captured. Engaged the enemy again on the evening of the 28th
at Newtonia. Had 1 man wounded. This was the last engagement
had with the enemy.
My loss on the expedition was as follows: Nine officers wounded and

9 captured; 47 men wounded, LO killed, 04 captured.
1 aru, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H, R. LAWTHER,
Colonel, &c.

Ma.j. F. S. ROBERTSON,
Assistant Inspector- General, Marmaduke ln Brigade.

No. 101.

Casualties hi Freeman s brigade in the several battles in Missouri
since September 20, 186-1 .
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Xo. 102.

Report of Col. Charles H. Tyler, C. S. Army, commantling unarmed bri

gade.

HEADQUARTERS TYLER S BRIGADE,
December 15, 1864.

MAJOR: In obedience to the order of the brigadier-[general] com
manding the division to report the part taken by my brigade in the
various actions from Independence to Xewtonia, I have the honor to

report that owing to its unarmed condition the brigade was not assigned
to duty with either the advance or rear guard of the army, but had
been marching on the tianks of the wagon train for its protection.
On the 25th ofOctober the army marched from the Marais des Cygnes.

General Shelby s division was in advance, General Pagan s in the center,
and General Marmaduke commanded the rear. As usual, my brigade
guarded the tianks of the wagon train.

About 10 a. in., while marching with the regiments separated^ my
attention was called to an action then in progress in the rear. Large
numbers of troops were observed pursuing a retreating force and tiring

upon them witli revolvers. Rightly conjecturing that our rear guard
had been overpowered, I immediately concentrated my vtommand and
made as imposing a line of battle as possible. Soon our retreating

troops confirmed my conjectures in respect to the lighting, and at the

solicitation of some of the intelligent officers who were retreating I con
tinued in this position until the rear of the train had safely passed. I

then assumed the duties of rear guard and continued as such until

meeting the commanding general. lie hurried me to the front to guard
a park of wagons in the advance. Upon my arrival at the park I found
the train again in motion and took my position on the right Hank, as

originally assigned. An order soon came from the commanding general
to support a battery of artillery then in position on our right front, and
being the senior officer present, to take the command. I formed line

of battle as ordered, but before the enemy appeared received another
order from the commanding general to march in advance of the train.

After advancing three or four miles in front of the train the general
commanding, through a staff officer, directed me to form a line of battle

faced to the rear. Upon coming up he informed me that our rear guard
was being driven and needed support, and directed me to support it

morally by an ostentatious display and physically by the armed men
under my orders. Accordinglywhen our retreating rear guard appeared
in sight I told my unarmed recruits that the commanding general looked
to them alone for the safety of the train: that they must charge the

enemy and check him. This they did and very gallantly, considering
that they were unarmed recruits and had the example of so many armed
fugitive veterans to demoralize them.
The casualties of the charge were:

Killed.
!
Wounded.

Perkins regiment
Searey s regiment.
Coffee s mrimeut .

Total .
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After the charge the recruits speedily rallied, and I again reported
in line of battle to the commanding general. General Fagan then
assumed command, retained me still as a support to the rear. The
troops under my command behaved well even if they had been armed
veterans. As unarmed recruits they distinguished themselves. Dur
ing their whole march there is no known instance of lawlessness. In
all the demoralization they have behaved well. No insubordinate spirit
has been developed. They have reported in greater numbers for duty
comparatively than any other brigade.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
C. II. TYLER.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Maj. II. EWING,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Marmadukc 1

s Division.

No. 103.

Record of the Price Court of Inquiry.

PROCEEDINGS OF A COURT OF INQUIRY CONVENED AT SHREVEPORT.
LA., BY VIRTUE OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL ORDERS:

SPECIAL ORDERS,
\ HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,

No. 58. } Shrevepori) La., March 8, 18(&amp;gt;5.#******
XVI.. At the instance of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price a Court of Inquiry

is hereby appointed to meet at Washington, Ark., at 12 m. on Monday,
the 3d day of April, 1805, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to inves

tigate the facts and circumstances connected with the recent Missouri

expedition under his command. The Court will give its opinion upon
the facts which may be developed.

Detail for the Court: Brig. Gen. Thomas F* Drayton, Provisional

Army, C. S.; Brig. Gen. E. McXair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Col. P.N.
Luckett, Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adju
tant-general, judge-advocate.
Should it become necessary during the investigation for the Court to

change the place of meeting it will do so, notifying department head
quarters thereof.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith,:
II. P. PRATT,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
No. 81. ) Shreveport) La., April 5. 1865.********

VI. Paragraph XVI, Special Orders, No. 58, current series, Depart
ment Headquarters, is so amended as to make Shreveporr, La., the
first place of meeting of the Court of Inquiry instituted at the instance
of Major-General Price.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith :

P. B. LEEDS,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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FIRST DAY.

SHREVEPORT, LA.,

April 21, 186510 a. in.

The Court met pursuant to the foregoing orders :

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.
;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.
;
Col. P. N. Luckett,

Third Texas Infantry. Maj. Oscar M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-

general, judge-advocate.
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Provisional Army, C. S., appeared before

the Court.
The judge-advocate read the orders convening the Court and asked

Major-Geueral Price if he had any objection to any member named in

the detail. He replied, none.
The Court was then duly sworn in the presence of Major-General

Price by the judge-advocate, and the judge-advocate was duly sworn

by the president of the Court.

Major-General Price.asked of the Court to be allowed the assistance

of Col. Richard H. Musser, Ninth Missouri Infantry, as his military
friend. The Court was then cleared for deliberation and the request
of Major-General Price granted.
The hour of 12 m. having arrived adjourned to meet to-morrow at

10 a. m.

SECOND DAY.

SATURDAY, April 22, 1865 in a. m.

At a Court of Inquiry then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to

adjournment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S. ; Col. P. N. Luckett,
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general,
judge-advocate.

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court.
The proceedings of yesterday read.

The judge-advocate then introduced as evidence an official copy of the

letter of instructions from General E. Kirby Smith, commanding Trans-

Mississippi Department, to Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, directing him to

make the campaign in Missouri. Said official copy is dated August 4,

1804, and is hereunto attached and marked Exhibit A.

Capt. T. J. MACKEY, corpsof engineers, was then sworn, no other

witnesses being present.

Examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE:

Question. Were you in the campaign of 1864 in Missouri under com
mand of Major-General Price ?

Answer. I was.

Question. State in what capacity you served, when you joined the

command, when the march began, the route it pursued, and the places
where the enemy were encountered and with what results, from the time

you joined the command until the end of the campaign.
Answer. I was chief engineer on the staff of Major-General Price. Joined the com

mand at Princeton, Ark., on the 29th August, 1X64. The march began from Princeton

August 30. 1864, moving west of it to Dardanelle, on the Arkansas River. Reached
Dardanelle on the 6th day of September, 1864. 1 was then directed by Major-Gen-
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eral Price to prepare pontoons for the passage of the river, provided no practicable
ford could be found. Inquiring tor the usuul fords from citizens, I learned that they
were impracticable. A practicable ford was found by me a half mile southeast of
Dardanelle a ford three or three feet and a half in depth, the river 290 or 300

yards in width. Ammunition was removed from caissons; ordnance stores neces

sarily raised in the wagons. We crossed without accident and marched fourteen
miles to the vicinity of Dover, in Arkansas. From thence Major-General Fagan
moved east to Springfield, Ark., with his division. At Dover a council of war was
held. I was not present. There the object of the campaign was then developed.
The roads from Dardanelle to Batesville, Ark., and from Dardanelle to Springfield,
Mo., fork at Dover. The main body of the army, with headquarters, moved by way
of- Clinton. Ark., crossing the White River at O Neal s Ferry, about eighteen miles
above Batesville. At Batesville, or near there, Major-General Price and staff made a

junction with Major-General Fagan s force. At O Neal s Crossing Major-General
Marmaduke. with his division, moved* by an upper route direct to Powhatan. The
road was rough and a difficult one. and was adopted because of the forage and sub
sistence that it furnished. Headquarters with General Fagan s division moved from
Batesville, fourteen miles, to Powhatan, Ark., which point it reached on the 15th

September, 1864, where it was joined by Generals Marmaduke and Shelby. Moved
from Powhatan to Pocahontas on the 16th, a distance of eighteen miles. At Poea-
houtas we halted two days for the purpose of reorganizing, many recruits being then
in camp, and to distribute ordnance to the different divisions. At that point two or
more brigades were organized and added to Major-General Fagan s division, under
Colonels Dobbin and McCray, and one brigade, under Colonel Freeman, added to

Major-General Marmaduke s division, and a brigade, under ColonelJackman, to Gen
eral Shelby s division. These four brigades were chiefly of recruits from Arkansas
and Missouri. At this point, by direction of General Price, I prepared four or five

maps indicating the routes by which the different divisions should move on entering
Missouri, it having been determined by General Price to move by three routes to

Fredericktown, Mo., 140 miles from Pocahontas. General Price directed me to lay
the routes down clearly, so that the subordinate commanders could always com
municate with him readily and know where he was. From Pocahontas General
Price, with Major-General Fagau s division, moved direct to Fredericktown by
Greenville, the middle route. Major-General Marmaduke moved by Poplar Bluff

,

Dallas, and Bloomrield, by the longest route to the same point. Brigadier-General
Shelby moved upon the left. This route leads through Patterson. He encountered
the enemy in the vicinity of Doniphan and defeated him without loss to himself,

capturing a few prisoners and the telegraph office with its instruments. He again
engaged the enemy at Patterson, defeated him, capturing a few prisoners without
loss to himself. Prior to this engagement the enemy had. burned the town of Doiii-

phan. Doniphau is in Missouri, twenty miles from Pocahontas. General Shelby s

engagement at Douiphan was on the 19th, the day after leaving Pocahontas.
On the 22d General Shelby engaged the enemy at Patterson. The three divisions

made their junction at Fredericktown, Mo., on the 24th day of September, 1864.
At that point General Shelby had an engagement with the enemy, defeating him
with little loss. A very few prisoners taken on the 23d of September, the day before
the junction.
On the morning of the 26th General Shrlby, by Major-General Price s order,

moved from Fredericktown and in the direction of Saint Louis and the Iron Moun
tain Railroad. He moved in a northwesterly direction about forty-five miles to cut
the road at Mineral Point. General Shelby s order was to burn bridges and depots.
He destroyed the two bridges at this point. I learned this officially in the discharge
of my duties a.s an engineer.
On the morning of the 26th September Major-General Price, with Major-Generals

Marmaduke s and Fagan s divisions, moved west on the road leading from Frederick-
town to Pilot Knob. Mo., to the Saint Francis River, where the army halted at a

point nine miles distant from Pilot Knob. Major-General Fagan moved forward the
same day with his division to Arcadia, two miles distant from Pilot Knob, leaving his
train at the Saint Francis. I .started to move with him. was ordered back by General
Price for the purpose of repairing the bridge, 400 feet in length, across the; Saint
Francis. I had assigned an officer of engineer troops to that duty. General Price
desired me to attend to it myself, as it was the only practicable crossing in his rear.

Heard heavy tiring in the direction of Arcadia the same day Major-General Fagau
driving in the enemy s outposts.
On the morning of the 27th General Price moved to the front about eight miles

with General Marmaduke s division. Found Major-General Fagan in possession of
Arcadia and Ironton. These are small towns about three-quarters of a mile east.
We found the enemy in position in the vicinity of Pilot Knob.
On the 27th Generals Fagan s and Marmaduke s divisions assaulted Pilot Knob

and were repulsed. On the night of the 27th the enemy evoLUUJted their work, blow-



704 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LITL

ing up their magazine. &quot;\Ve followed early on the morning of the 28th, General
Price with Major-General Pagan s division reaching Potosi, thirty-two miles north
of Pilot Knob, on the 29th of September. Major-General Marmaduke moved on the
left northwest on the 28th, following the enemy in the direction of Cuba, a point on
the railroad between Saint Louis and Springfield, Mo. Brigadier-General Shelby
had already moved from Potosi on the 28th by General Price s order in the direction
of Pilot Knob. On reaching Caledonia, twelve or thirteen miles distant from Pilot
Knob, he moved west to cut the enemy s line of retreat upon Cuba. Headquarters
with Major-General Fagau s division moved by Richwoods to Saint Clair, thirty-rive
miles northwest of Potosi, where they were joined by the divisions of Generals Mar
maduke and Shelby. At Richwoods Brigadier-General Cabell left the main com
mand on the 30th and marched to Franklin, thirty miles from Saint Clair, at the

junction of the Pacific and Southwest Railroad.
On the 1st October General Price, with Major-Generals Fagau s and Marmaduke s

divisions, marched north to the vicinity of Union, where Brigadier-General Cabell

rejoined us on the 2d. At that point Major-General Marmaduke moved northwest to

cut the Pacific Railroad, to destroy the. bridge at the mouth of the Gasconade, a

point on the railroad between Saint Louis and Jefferson City. Major-General Price
continued to move west on the Jefferson City road to the vicinity of Mount Sterling,
about fifty miles from Union. At Mount Sterling Major-General Marmaduko joined
him on the 5th of October.
On the 6th [7tli ]

the advance engaged the enemy four or rive miles from Jefferson

City and about thirty-one miles from Mount Sterling, driving him into the city.
On the 7th [8th] retired from Jefferson City, by way of Russellville, to California.

Camped at Russellville, seventeen miles west of Jefferson City.
On the t)th moved north on the road to Boonville. Our rear was attacked at Cal

ifornia, a point on the railroad between Jefferson City and Booiivillo. The attack
was. repulsed.
On the lOtli we marched sixteen miles to Boonville, Brigadier-General Shelby in

advance, who had an engagement at Boouville. resulting in the capture of between
200 and 300 prisoners, with their arms. Major-General Price, with Major-Generals
Marniaduke s and Fagau s divisions, reached Boonville on the 10th. where the com
mand remained two days.
The enemy making demonstrations on our force at Boonville from the direction of

Tipton on the llth, they were repulsed and pursued for eighteen miles.

During the night of the 12th the command moved from Boonville on the road to

Lexington to Chouteau Springs, twelve miles from Boouville. The next day, the 13th,

Major-General Marniaduke s division, under the command of Brigadier-General Clark,
was detached and moved in the direction of Glasgow, a town on the north bank of
the Missouri River, crossing that stream at Arrow Rock. General Price, with Major-
General Fagan s division and Brigadier-General Shelby s division, proceeded on the
14th to Jonesborough, about twenty-eight [miles] from Boonville. From that point
Brigadier-General Shelby moved with a part of his division and a battery iu the
direction of Glasgow, to a point on the south bank of the Missouri River, opposite
Glasgow.
On the 15th General Price, with Major-General Fagan s division, moved to Keiser s,

on the Salt Fork of the La Mine River, seventeen miles from Jonesborough and thirty
from Glasgow.
On the 14th, from Jonesborough, Brigadier-General Thompson, with a brigade of

Brigadier-General Shelby s division, moved south to Sedaliaou the Pacific Railroad.
On the night of the 17th and on the 18th all detachments rejoined Major-General
Price, who had remained on the La Mine with General Fagan s division.

On the 18th the command marched twenty-two miles to YVaverly. Our advance,
under Brigadier-General Shelby, engaged and defeated the enemy at that point.
On the 19th the army marched twenty-six miles, engaging the enemy in force in

the vicinity of Lexington, and defeated him.
On the 2()th we moved twenty-two miles west iu the direction of Independence in

pursuit of the enemy, who had engaged us on the day before.

On the 21st we engaged the enemy in force on the Little Blue, eight miles east of

Independence, defeating him and inflicting on him heavy loss. On that night we
entered Independence, having marched twenty-six miles during the day. The com
mand moved west twelve miles on the 22d, skirmishing with the enemy on the Big
Blue, eight miles west of Independence, the enemy contesting our passage of the

stream.
On the 23d engaged the enemy in force in the vicinity of Westport and defeated

him. From this point we moved south twenty-four miles to the Middle Fork ot

Grand River, iu the vicinity of which we had a skirmish with the cavalry of the

enemy.
On the 24 tli we moved thirty-three miles to Blooming Grove, Kans., on the Maraie

des Cygues.
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On the 25th Major-Generals Pagan s and Marmaduke s divisions were attacked eight
or nine miles from Blooming Grove, near Mine Creek, in the rear of the train, and
routed by the enemy. On the afternoon of the 25th we defeated the enemy that had
routed Major-Generals Pagan and Marmadnke after the enemy had been re-enforced

by 2,500 cavalry from Fort Scott. This occurred between the Osage and Marmiton
Rivers, and eight or nine miles from the previous light of that day, the army march
ing about twenty-eight miles on that day and camped at Redheld Post-Office, on the
Marmiton.
On the night of the 25th we destroyed about one-third of our train and a portion

of our ordnance stores.

On the 26th the entire force, with the train, marched to Carthage, fifty-eight or

sixty miles.
On the 27th marched twenty-two miles to Shoal Creek.
On the 28th marched to Newtonia, seventeen miles, encamping three miles south

of Newtonia. Near this place we engaged the enemy in force and routed him. From
Newtonia, on the 29th, we marched twenty-six miles to the vicinity of Pineville.
On the 30th from thence to Maysville, Ark., on the line of the Cherokee Country,

a distance of twelve miles.
On the 31st we reached Illinois River, iti the Cherokee Nation, twenty-six njiles

from the last encampment.
On the 1st of November we arrived at Boonsborough. or Cane Hill, in Arkansas.

From this point Major-Geueral Pagan was sent with his division on the following
day to attack the enemy at Fayetteville, Ark., eighteen or twenty miles east of Cane
Hill, where the main army remained until the 4th, when, being rejoined by Major-
General Pagan, we marched fourteen miles on that day and camped in the Indian

Territory.
On the 5th eighteen miles and on the 6th twenty miles, to the Arkansas River,

which was crossed at Pheasant Bluffs on the 7th
;
marched four miles.

On the 8th Major-General Pagan, with his division, moved southeast by way of
Ultima Thule to Washington. Brigadier-General Shelby had on the day before moved
southwest to the North Pork of the Canadian River. General Price, with General
Marmaduke s division, marched ten miles on the 8th.

On the 9th nine miles.

On the 10th twelve miles.
On the llth fourteen miles.
On the 12th two miles, to Games Creek, where there was pasturage and subsistence.
On the 13th sixteen miles, to Perryville, in the Choctaw Nation, where we remained

until the morning of the 15th, when we marched seventeen miles.

On the 16th seven miles.
On the 17th fourteen miles to the vicinity of Little Boggy, where Colonel Tyler

left the main body with his brigade of recruits, moving southeast in the direction of
Doaksville.
On the 18th the main army moved ten miles, to Boggy Depot.
On the 19th nine or ten miles, to Leflore.
On the 20th nine miles, to Little Blue.
On the 21st fourteen miles, to Island Bayou.
On the 22d sixteen miles, crossing Red River at Kemp s Ferry into Texas. General

Marmaduke s division there took the river route to Clarksville, Tex., eighty-five miles

distant, where it joined the main body, which had marched through Bonham. This

junction occurred on the 28th or 29th. We then moved thirty-six miles to Laynesport,
Ark., where the expedition rested, the main army having marched 1,438 miles exclu
sive of the movements of detachments.

The hour of 2.30 p. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet
on Monday next, the 24th instant.

THIRD DAY.

MONDAY, April 24, 1865 9 a. m.

At a Court of Inquiry then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to

adjournment. ,

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Col. P. N. Luckett,
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general
and judge-advocate.

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court.
The proceedings of the second day read.

45 R B VOI/ XXJ, FT I
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Examination of Gapl T. J. MACKEY, corps of engineers, continued

by JUDGE-ADVOCATE.
Question. State the character of the road from Camdeu to Darda-

nelle.

Answer. From Cauideii to Princeton, for fifteen or sixteen miles crosses through
;t bad Hat; the other portion of the road to Princeton, about the same distance,
tolerably good, but at that time heavy rains having fallen all the roads were bad.
From Princeton to Tulip, nine miles, very good road. From Tulip, the march of the
next day, twenty-five miles on the Benton road, the road was good, with the excep
tion of the last five miles, which led over a rocky and broken country. The march
of the next day (the 1st of September), of eighteen miles, the road followed a rocky
ridge, rough, but practicable for heavy trains. The march of the next day (2d),

crossing the Goose Pond Mountain, the ascent being easy, but the road was rough.
The march of the 3d, of fifteen miles, led over a mountainous country. On the 4th
the country passed (fifteen miles) was rough, but the roads practicable. The 5th we
marched sixteen miles, the character of the road being but little changed. On the
6th fourteen miles were traversed

t
the road being about the same to Dardanelle.

Question. How was the weather when the inarch from Camden to

Dardanelle was made?

Answer. We had two rainy days between Princeton and Dardanelle.

Question. Was there, within your knowledge, any delay in tbe march
between these points not occasioned by the character of the roads or

weather ?

Answer. There was, the march being regulated by the supply of forage, which had to
he collected by detachment* on our flanks and front. There wa. a delay of some hours
on the 4th September, until Major-General Fagau, who had moved in the direction
of Benton and who was in our rear, could come up. I know of no other, unless the
marches were shortened, because of the condition of the draught horses, which was
bad, but not worse than I have observed in all of the trains of the department for

t he last three years.

Question. Was there any delay in crossing the river at Dardanelle
not caused by the necessity of raising the ordnance stores to prevent
their damage, the character of the ford being considered?

Answer. I know of none.

Question. State the general character of the roads pursued from
Dardanelle to I ocahontas.

Answer. The country was broken and rocky, the roads practicable for heavily
loaded wagons, with easy fords, with gravel and rocky bottoms.

Question. How was the weather during the march between these

points ?

Answer. Generally good, but some days extremely hot.

Question. Do you know of any delay in reaching Pocahontas not
occasioned by the character of the roads, the conditions of the draught
animals, or the state of the weather ?

Answer. I know of none.

Question. Give the general character of the roads from Pocahontas
to Fredericktown and the state of the weather during; the march be
tween those points, and state if there was any delay in the inarch.

Answer. The country rolling; roads tolerably good ;
the streams all easily crossed;

the weather good; I know of no delay.

Question. State whether or not there was any halt at Fredericktown.
If you say there was. state its length and how the army was engaged
during the time.

Answer. We halted about, two days. The army was encamped. A considerable
amount of property, consisting of boots, shoes, clothing, &c., captured and pur-
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chased, was being distributed and recruits being received and organized, one or two
companies being formed. Major-General Marmaduke was marching. He, having a

longer route to pursue, did not overtake us till the day we left Fredericktown.
Six or seven forges were engaged during the halt in shoeing horses and mules and

repairing the transportation.

The Judge-Advocate here handed the witness a diagram of Pilot

Knob and its approaches, which is hereunto attached and marked Ex
hibit B,* and asked:

Question. Is that an accurate diagram of the country it purports to

represent ?

Answer. It is. It was drawn from a sketch made by me on the spot.

Question. You have stated that on the 26th September Major-Gen
era] Fagan drove in the enemy s outposts. State where that outpost
was, and the character of the enemy s works.

Answer. The outpost was Fort Curtis and vicinijty, a decimated earth-work,
commanding the road from Arcadia to Fredericktown, having a command of about

fifty feet above that road.

Question. State in what direction the garrison of Fort Curtis re

tired.

Answer. North to Pilot Knob, distant a mile and three-quarters.

Question. What time on the 27th September were the enemy again
encountered? Who commanded? State whether or not any recon
naissance of the enemy s position and strength was made, and if so, by
whom made and with what result.

Answer. We arrived in the vicinity of Pilot Knob about 10 a. m. I informed
General Price, who commanded in person, that I would make a reconnaissance,
and with a guide proceeded to the crest of Shepherd s Mountain to a point about
1,500 yards distant from the work on Pilot Knob. The work was then tiring south
east at our sharpshooters, who were showing themselves on Pilot Knob Mountain.
I remained in that position but a minute or two. having been driven down by
the lire of sharpshooters of the enemy. I observed that the work was situated in
an open plateau, the ground between the work and the mountain being free from
obstructions, and the road from Pilot Knob to Potosi running almost due north
from the work; the armament of the work consisting apparently of eight heavy
guns. There appeared to be but a slight ditch around it. The work being envel

oped in smoke, I could not see very distinctly. I returned from the mountain and
informed General Price of the location of the work; that the ditch was slight, the
work appearing to have been embanked from the interior. I stated to General
Price that the work was commanded by Shepherd s Mountain, the key to the posi
tion, in which opinion he concurred with me, he having consulted a map of the sit

uation made previously by the engineers of General Hardee. I did not then, nor
do not now regard the ditch of that work as being a serious obstacle to a successful
assault. The work Avas an irregular octagonal earth-work, called Fort David
son, the faces being from thirty to thirty-five yards each with a bomb-proof inasj-

azine, the garrison apparently being about 1,000 men. It was largely over-gar
risoned. There was no bomb or splinter proof shelters for troops. The guns
were in barbette. 1 then suggested the following plan of attack of the position,
which was to place six or eight field pieces on the crest of Shepherd s Mountain by
hand, stating that the guns could be placed in position in about two hours on a
point 1,200 or 1,500 yards from the work and about 300 feet above it; that proper
support should be assigned for those pieces; that while that Avas being done the
work should be invested by the remaining troops Of the two divisions of Generals
Marmaduke and Fagan, with the remaining four pieces of artillery ; that I thought
the route north in the direction of Potosi would be the natural line of retreat of the

enemy if driven from the work. General Price concurred with me.

Question. State what dispositions were made by Major-General Price
;

what orders were given by him within your hearing for the conduct of the

battle, and then state how the battle was fought and with what result.

Answer. General Price ordered an assault to be made; I do not know by whom
the dispositions were made. The troops wen; formed in the following order: Marma-

*
See p. 708.
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From a reconnaissance Sept. 27, 1864.

By Capt. T. J. MACKEY,
Chief Engineer, Army Mo.
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duke s division on the north slope of Shepherd s Mountain, ahout 800 or 900 yards
distant from the work

; Fagan s division on Maruiuduke s right, its left resting on

Shepherd s Mountain on a prolongation of Marmaduke s line, its right resting OU the

west slope of Pilot Knob Mountain, both divisions masked by the timber on the

mountain and about equidistant from the work, Fagaii a little nearer to it. Dobbin s

brigade of about 1,500 or 1.600 meu was in position about a mile due north of the

work on the road to Potosi, lie was in position several hours before the line of

attack was formed. Two field pieces were placed in position on Shepherd s Mountain
about 1,250 yards from the work. The other guns, eight field pieces, including two
or three rifles, were in reserve with a regiment dismounted at Ironton, three-fourths

of a mile southeast of Pilot Knob. General Price observed to the staff officers of
Generals Mannaduke and Fagan that there must be a perfect concert of action in the
assault ; that the movements of both divisions must be simultaneous

;
that they must

attack together, and enjoined that Generals Marmaduke and Fagau should communi
cate freely with him and with each other to secure perfect harmony of action. Gen
eral Price had previously, and three or four hours before the assault mas made, dis

patched couriers to be mounted on the best horses to Brigadier-General Shelby, then
believed to be at Potosi to march immediately for Pilot Knob with the double object of

cutting the enemy s line of retreat, and operating against any force that might assist

the garrison. These dispositions were complete between 2 and 3 p. in., when a few

rounds, five or six in number, were fired from the guns in battery on Shepherd s

Mountain. Fagau s division debouched upon the plateau at a point about 500 yards
distant from the work, where his whole line came under tire. Marmaduke debouched

upon the plateau about 600 yards from the work. Several (say five) minutes later

Fagan s division, after advancing about 100 yards on the plateau, broke in the most

disgraceful manner, and before it had experienced any material loss, with the excep
tion of Cabell s brigade, which was on the extreme left, which moved steadily across

the plateau at double-quick and delivering its tire under the fire of five or six heavy
guns, two six-inch Coehom mortars, and two or three 2-pouuder steel skirmish

guns which swept the gorge of the work upon which Cabell s right was moving;
the enemy attempting to raise the drawbridge, but the ropes breaking the gorge was
left open. The enemy s chief attention was directed to Cabell s brigade, which hav

ing reached a point in the vicinity of the ditch, and meeting with very heavy loss,

fell back in very great disorder up the slope of Pilot Knob Mountain. Marmaduke,
while Cabell was moving as described, moved from the southwest and west faces of
the work, his command delivering its tire as it advanced. After having passed about
200 yards on the plateau in which the work is situated under tire of several of the

guns of the work with but little effect on its line, the entire division halted and laid

down on the dry bed of a creek about 250 or 300 yards from the work just before

Cabell s line broke. About 4 o clock in the afternoon the tight concluded, Marma-
duke s division continuing to remain in the bed of the creek sheltered from the tire,

the other troops retiring in great disorder. General Price using every effort to rally
the troops in person.

Question. What was the force under command of Major-General Mar
maduke, and what the force under Major-General Fagan. and what
were their respective losses in the assault on Fort Davidson I

Answer. Marmadnke s division I estimated at 3,000 or 3,500, Fagan s about 4,000.

Fagan s loss in killed and wounded was about 350 officers and men, and Marina-
duke s about 75 or 80, perhaps somewhat less. My estimate is based from observa
tion of the tield after the tight. This includes the reserves.

Question. How long have you been a soldier ?

Answer. With the exception of brief intervals, for nineteen years, and was edu
cated for the profession; and since May. of 1861, in the armies of the Confederacy.

Question. How long in your opinion would it have required the ten

guns of General Price s army on the crest of Shepherd s Mountain to

have forced the surrender of Fort Davidson ?

Answer. Fifteen or twenty minutes, if using shells and the practice good.

Question. How long did it take to move the two guns that were in

position on the crest of Shepherd s Mountain to their position ?

Answer. About an hour and a half or two hours
; perhaps a little longer.

Question. State if the fight was renewed on the following morning
(28th September); and if not, why not?
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Answer. The fight was not renewed, the enemy having evacuated the fort during
the night. About 2.30 or 3 in the morning wo were advised of his evacuation by the

explosion of his magazine. The enemy retired by the Potosi road undisturbed.

Question. State at what time General Price s army was reformed and
started in pursuit.

Answer. Very early in the morning of the 28th, some of the troops moving at day
light.

Question. State how the enemy were observed during the night, if at

all, and what dispositions were then made to intercept the retreat on
the following day, and with what result.

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of howr

they were observed by night.
Until that time they were observed by Major-General Marmaduke s division and
Colonel Dobbin s brigade. On the morning of the 28th our aniiy was moved on the
Potosi road in pursuit. I heard General Price ordering the pursuit to be vigorous;
I know not with what result, as I was ordered to remain at Fort Davidson to destroy
it and its armament.

Question. What fell into the hands of our army at Pilot Knob?

Answer. The fort, with its killed and wounded; its armament, consisting of 4

32-pounder guns, 4 24-pounder howitzers on garrison carriages, 4 6-inch Coehoru
mortars, 4 steel 2-pounder skirmish gnus, together with many hundred rounds of
fixed ammunition for these guns; a large amount of ammunition for small-arms, and
about eight or ten days rations for 1,000 men; some 100 or 200 blankets; also the

foundry, furnaces, and all the work-shops of the Pilot Knob Iron Company ; the towns
of Arcadia, Moulton, and Pilot Knob, and 2,000 pounds of coffee, with a large
amount of supplies in those three towns.

The hour of 3 p. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet
to-morrow, the 25th instant, at 1) a. m.

FOURTH DAY.

TUESDAY, April M, 18659 a. m.

At a Court of Inquiry then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to

adjournment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Draytou, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.
;

Col. P. N. Luckett,
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general
and judge advocate.

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court.
The proceedings of yesterday read.
The JUDGE-ADVOCATE then continued the examination of Capt. T. J.

MACKEY, corps of engineers.

Question. You have, stated that in crossing the Blue River our army
encountered resistance. State the character of the resistance, what
obstacles to onr crossing were interposed by the enemy, and how the

crossing of our army was effected.

Answer. The enemy had felled the timber around the ford on the road leading to

Westport for 500 yards, making a very formidable entanglement. General Price in

person designated a path up the bank, which was very bold, by which a part of his

cavalry (Shelby s), after having dismounted, Ksceuded the opposite bank, driving
the enemy back. He then ordered me to cut a road through the entanglement without

delay, so that his artillery could pass. This road was cut by 90 or 100 axmen in about
one hour and a half. A portion of our troops then advanced under the immediate
direction of General Price. The enemy fell back to the vicinity of Westport. Our
loss very light; theirs not known to me.

Question. When the affair on the Marais des Cygries prairie occurred

(on the 25th of October) where was General Price during the engage
ment ?
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Answer. He was with the leading division (Shelby s), live or six miles from the

field, his usual position wheii there was 110 reason to apprehend an attack in rear.

Questioii. State whether or not, at Boonville, Mo., there was any
engagement with the enemy, and, if you say there was, state the rela

tive position of the two armies and their relative strength and the

result.

Answer. We arrived at Boonville on the 10th of October. In the afternoon of the
9th of October General Shelby dashed into Boonville, capturing a garrison of about
300 men, who were behind barricades with their arms. On the 10th General Price
entered Boonville at the head of the army, Fagan s division encamping on the east
and southeast of the town, observing the approaches upon Boonvillo from those

directions; Marmaduke s division south of the town, about three-fourths of a mile
distant from Boonville, its left resting on the Tipton road connecting with Cabell s

brigade of Fagan s right. Heavy pickets thrown out in the direction of Tipton.
Shelby s division was west of the town. On the next day, the llth, the position
of the troops not being materially changed, the enemy made a demonstration from
the direction of Tiptou, driving in our pickets on that road. From the extent of the

enemy s line observed by me I estimate their force in onr immediate front at 2,500

men; some of them were dismounted. After a personal reconnaissance I reported it

to Major-General Price on the field as my opinion that this was the advance of a

large force. They had opened with artillery in advancing. Their advance was
engaged by Cabell s brigade and checked. The enemy fell back a mile or two and
General Price sent various detachments to observe his strength and position. The
enemy fell back in the 1 course of the night, and on the foliowing morning was again
in the vicinity of the town, south and west of it. General Price ordered Brigadier-
General Shelby to turn the enemy s left, while Major-Generals Marmaduke s and
Fagau s divisions pressed him on the right and center. Before the enemy could be
turned effectually he fell back after a severe engagement with a part of Brigadier-
Gcueral Shelby s division. He was pursued for eighteen or twenty miles in the
direction of Tipton by Major-General Fagan s and a part of other divisions.

Question. Did you hear any general at Boonville propose to General
Price to go out and crush the enemy 1 f so, state Avho the general was
and the plan proposed to (General Price.

Answer. I heard no general press General Price to attack the enemy, but heard
General Fagau in a very undecided manner express to General Pi-ire an opinion That

the enemy should be attacked. II J

proposed no plan.

Question. What was the character of troops opposed to General Price

in Missouri and Kansas regulars, volunteers of long service, new
organi/ations of volunteers, or militia If

Answer. I ascertained their character from prisoners taken from various com
mands. Some were veteran troops from Atlanta, some from near Nashville and

Vicksburg; also a large number of militia from Missouri and Kansas.

Question. You have stated that at some times short delays in the

inarch of the army were occasioned by the necessity of removing ob
structions from the road. State what measures were adopted by Gen
eral Price to make those delays as short as possible. Whether or not

there was an organization of a pioneer corps; and, if there was, how it

was controlled and managed.
Answer. There were parts of two companies af engineer troops, numbering in the

aggregate seventy-five men, under my orders. A company of pioneers was attached
to Fagau s division not under my orders. These were but poorly supplied with work
ing implements. When we were crossing at Dardanelle I was directed by General
Price to fully equip them as speedily as possible. I converted three of the pontoons
into wagon bodies, forming an engineer train, and a fourth pontoon converted into

a wagon body to the pioneers of Fagan s division. After crossing the Missouri line

all these troops were speedily fully equipped. On the day that we crossed the Arkan
sas River General Price ordered that the engineer troops should march in advance of

the army to remove obstructions, repair bridges, &c. Fagan s company of pioneers
moved always with the division, but was ordered while in Missouri by General Price
to move in the front of the army under my direction, which order was obeyed for one

day only. Fagan s pioneers were the most efficient in that army. The engineer
troops were ragged, and many of them unshod.
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Question. Was the failure to comply with this order reported to Gen
eral Price i And, if so, state what measures, if any, he adopted to en
force its observance.

V
Answer. I reported the fact to Colonel Maclean, the assistant adjutant-general on

General Price s staff, -who stated that ho would issue another order. I know not that
it was issued.

Question. State whether or not the army was ever detained because
of the engineer or pioneer troops being from the front of the army. If

so, how long, and what occasioned their absence from the front f

Answer. Sometimes it was detained for an hour or two from this cause in Arkan
sas and Missouri; sometimes from mistakes of their own officers, mistaking a detach
ment to guard, our flanks for the advance guard of the main army. The officer in

ssmg ._
the Usage, where it was necessary to cut a roadway, the train was detained four or
live hours by the absence of General Fagan s pioneers, whose. captain reported to
me as an excuse that they were eight miles behind by order of General Fagau.

Question. How long in all was the march of the army from Princeton
to Fredericktown delayed because of the improper organization or man
agement or disposition of the engineer and pioneer troops, and their
want of proper implements ?

Answer. About three days.

Cross-examined by Maj. Gen. S. PRICE:

Question. State if Princeton was not the place of rendezvous for the
army south of the Arkansas liiver.

Answer. It was.

Question. State if the army under my command was not detained in

organizing it, arranging transportation, and the issuing of necessary
supplies until a late hour on the day I reached Tulip.

Answer. It was.

Question. State, if you know, why the route by Dardauelle was taken
instead of the route east of Pine Bluff.

Answer. First, because the route east of Pine Bluff furnished but a scant subsist
ence. The Saline River and Bayou Batholomew crossed on that route, both uuford-
able, the bottoms being very bad, and the country between the Saline and Arkansas
Rivers on that route had been in a great measure exhausted of its supplies by our
army and that of the enemy. Second, the great probability of having our crossing
of the Arkansas River disturbed by the gun-boats of the enemy on that stream.
Third, in the event of crossing of that stream safely we would have had to cross the
White River either at Jacksonport or Batesville. Had we moved directly upon
Batesville we should have marched twenty-rive or thirty miles over a long prairie, a

bog in the rainy season and a desert in the dry. In addition, we would have had
to cross the high, rocky spurs of mountains, almost impracticable for loaded wagons,
with the enemy in position on our left Hank at Little Rock and Pine Bluff, within
from twenty-five to thirty miles of our line of march

;
also on our right flank at

Devall s Bluff. Fourth. Had we marched by Jacksouport, we could have found no
better ford within twenty miles of the place as reported from previous reconnais
sances. This route in distance is some sixty miles the shortest. The upper route
was taken because, first, it could supply forage and subsistence; second, the road

practicable, better bottoms of streams, not wide; third, it masked the real object
of the campaign, indicating Fort Smith as the objective point and threatening Little

Rock itself, and the passage of the Arkansas safe from disturbance by gun-boats,
and a greater probability of finding the river fordable above than below Little

Rock.

Question. Was it not necessary to raise the quartermaster s and com
missary stores in the wagons as well as the ammunition at Dardanelle?

Answer. I did not observe that, but in some cases I observed that ordnance stores

were raised.
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Question. What is your professional opinion of the necessity of carry
ing pontoons along when navigable streams are to be crossed in the
line of inarch!

Answer. I think it eminently proper. The organization of the army is not com
plete without a pontoon train. This judgment is derived from the teachings of all

masters of the art of war and from my knowledge of the streams to be crossed,
which were liable to sudden freshets. I deem the pontoon train essential to that

army, especially as its subsistence was always in advance, as in the case of the Army
of Missouri.

Question. Was any delay occasioned by taking along the pontoons f

Answer. No material delay; sometimes a brief delay to the rearguard by the

breaking of the coupling poles.

Question. Was the pontoon train an incumbrancef

Answer. It was not.

Question. State the nature and character of the Arkansas.

Answer. From Dardanelle to its mouth it varies in width at ordinary stages of
water from 200 to 400 yards, tortuous in its course, and liable to sudden rises from
heavy rains above, with but few fords, quicksand bottom. Navigation above Little
Rock very precarious; fords changing materially in the course of the day.

Question. Were you acquainted with General Price s chief of statt.

Colonel Maclean H

Answer. I was for many years.

Question. Are you acquainted with his general reputation as an

engineer and soldier ?

Answer. I am

Question. Tell the Court Avhat was Lieutenant-Colonel Maclean s

reputation as an engineer and a soldier.

Answer. He stood in the front rank of his profession as a civil engineer. His

reputation was very high as a soldier.

Q. What do you know of the diligence of General Price in availing
himself of Colonel Maclean s skill as an engineer, as well as your own;
and his habits as to consulting maps, getting information as to the

country, use of guides, and general judiciousness of his disposition for

the marches?

Answer. It was the habit of General Price to avail himself of maps made by
Colonel Maclean constantly, and also the published maps of the country. I was sel

dom consulted upon that head. His habit was to secure the service of guides and
assign an officer to their special direction in cases where he did not himself know
the country. The army was never without a guide to my knowledge, and it was a
matter of special inquiry with me constantly. The order of march was invariably
furnished at night to the generals of divisions, stating the hour at which the army
would move, the position of each division en route, the position of trains, and gen
eral officers informed of the point to which we would move each day, and the posi
tion of the commanding general. Special instructions, usually verbal, were given
by the commanding general for covering the flanks of his army to prevent attack,
the strength of the rear and advance guard regulated by the reported movements of
the enemy. There was a standing order to march at daylight, unless otherwise spe
cially ordered.

Question. Do you know of an order to General Fagan to make a

thorough reconnaissance of Ironton and vicinity on the 20th of Septem
ber, 18G4?

Answer. General Price issued such an order on the Saint Francis on that day.

Question. Do you know what information Major-Geueral Fagan com
municated to Major-Geueral Price on his arrival in the vicinity of Iron-
ton i
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Answer. I heard General Fagau express bis opinion of the strength of the position
of Pilot Knob to General Price, and stated that he could take it with his division
alone in twenty minutes by assault, and urged that the assault be made. He stated
that the enemy might send a large detachment by railroad from Saint Louis and
relieve the garrison and the work unless we acted promptly; that the strength of
the garrison was small.

Question. What was the information in relation to the enemy having
forced prominent citizens into the fortifications, and was not that infor

mation urged as a reason why the place should not be shelled ?

Answer. Information was furnished General Price in my presence by citizens of
Ironton and Arcadia that the enemy had forced Southern residents, old and young,
including boys, into the work from the college of Arcadia. These citizens urged
that he should i\ot shell the work. They also stated to General Price that these citi

zens in the work would not tire upon our column assaulting the work.

Question. Do you know of the message sent by Major-General Mar-
maduke from Shepherd s Mountain to Major-General Price while in full

view of the enemy s works at Pilot Knob? Or state what was said by
Major-Generals Marmaduke or Fagan or both of them to General Price

about the assault?

Answer. I do. An officer of General Marmaduke s staff reported to General Price

that he was instructed by General Marmaduke to report that in his (General Mar
maduke s) opinion that with two guns on Shepherd s Mountain, where he then stood,
he could take the works in a few minutes. I am not positive of the precise wonls.

Question. Did Major General Price order the assault on the work at

the earnest solicitation of Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke f

State what you know.

Answer. He did.

The witness here desired to correct bis testimony in answer to the

question previously propounded by the judge-advocate, which reads as

follows:

Question. How long in all was the march of the army from Prince

ton to Fredericktown delayed because of the inrproper organization or

management or disposition of the engineer and pioneer troops, and
their want of proper implements 1?

To which the witness replies :

About one day.

FIFTH DAY.

WEDNESDAY, April 26, 1865 9 a. in.

At a Court of Inquiry -then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to

adjournment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S. ;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Col. P. N. Lnckett,
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkiv assistant adjutant-general
and judge-advocate.
The Court was cleared at the instance of the judge-advocate.
The judge-advocate then asked an order of the Court to summons

Governor Thomas C. Reynolds as a witness.

The Court after mature deliberation directed the judge-advocate to

issue the summons desired.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price then appeared before the Court.
The cross-examination of Capt. T. ,l. MACKEY continued by Major-

General PRICE:

Question. Did you examine the works at Pilot Knob, more particu

larly Fort Davidson, after the action?

Answer. I did, very carefully.
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Question. State your professional opinion of the practicability of

ditch and parapet for assault. State reasons.

Answer. The ditch offered but a slight obstruction and could have been readily

passed and parapet mounted. The ditch was ten feet in width, depth, six feet four

inches, the command of the work eight feet. The scarp and exterior slope had been

very much washed
;
the inclination of the exterior slope very gradual, so that it could

be easily mounted. I tested the practicability of mounting it by taking a musket
in my hand after we were in possession of the work, springing into the ditch and

running up the exterior slope to the crest of the parapet. I repeated this with
tifteen men, each with a musket in his baud, no man having any assistance from his

comrade. I called the attention of Major-Genera 1 Price and Brigadier-General
Clark to the experiment while I was making it.

Question. If there had been prompt co-operation of the two assault

ing divisions what would have been, in your professional opinion, the

result ?

Answer. I am satisfied that the work would have fallen upon their first assault.

Question. State your professional opinion as to under what circum
stances there is the greatest amount of casualty and loss of life to an

assaulting column.

Answer. When the column of attack wavers and begins retiring.

Question. Were you present after part of General Pagan s column
fell back and was rallied; and did you hear General Pagan ask per
mission to renew the assault? State what was said by Generals Pagan,
Price, and Cabell.

Answer. I was. I did hear General Fngan ask permission to renew the assault.

I heard General Fagan state that he could take jt by another assault, and that his

(General Price s) escort ought to take part iu the assault; that he had thrown his

own escort in. General Price stated that he would not renew the assault. Cabell
remarked to General Price that it was a damned wise decision.

Question. During the two days stay at Boonville, was the ferry-boat
constantly employed in crossing recruits to the army from North Mis
souri ?

Answer. It was.

Question. Did you see General Price s command in several successful

battles? State where and when.

Answer. I did. At Lexington, Mo.; on the Little Blue; in the vicinity of Inde

pendence; at Westport; in the valley of the Osage, on the 25th of October, 1864; at

Newtouia, Mo., all during the fall campaign of the Army of Missouri in 1864.

Question. Did General Price dismount the larger portion of his troops-
before battle; and what were his usual dispositions before battle?

Answer. He invariably dismounted the larger portion of his troops. His usual

dispositions were to form his line of battle in two ranks, dismounted, when with
nine brigades, one. to be kept mounted on each dank, artillery posted on line of bat
tle or on the nearest commanding ground, supports designated for batteries, reserve
of one or two brigades at about half or three-fourths of a mile, varying according to
the character of the ground.

Question. Were you present when General Price received informa
tion that the enemy was moving at the Marais des Cygues on the rear
of his column? If so, did General Price return immediately at half

speed, first ordering General Shelby to the rear with his old brigade
under Brigadier-General Thompson ? .

Answer. I was. General Price returned as stated, and such orders were given to

General Shelby in my presence.
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Question. Were you with General Price when he met the retreating
column at the Marais des Cygnes? State where it was, in what order,
and where was the train.

N

Answer. I was not with General Price when he met the retreating column on the
Marais des Cygnes.

Question. What other dispositions did General Price make with the

unarmed troops after the Marais des Cygiies affair, and what was the
result f

Answer. On the day of the Marais des Cygnes affair, while we were engaging the

enemy between the Marmiton and the Osage, and while we were being pressed

heavily by the enemy, General Price formed about 5,000 or 6,000 unarmed men and
moved with them upon the enemy s right under a tire of shell, and the enemy gave
way upon the advance of this force.

Cross-examination concluded.

The Court was then cleared to consider of questions suggested by a

member.
Major-General Price again appearing before the Court, the witness,

Capt. T. J. MACKEY, was re examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE:

Question. How far were the pontoons carried, and were they ever

used?

Answer. They were carried to Dardanelle, where four of the eighteen were con
verted into wagon bodies and the others burned.

Question. Was this information as to the enemy having forced into

Fort Davidson prominent citizens of the vicinity subsequently con

firmed; and, if so, how?
Major-General Price here objected to this question, and assigned the

following reasons:

The question is improper because it is not necessary that the information should

have been absolutely true. It is sufficient that the information should have reached

the commanding general through the only channel by which that officer could

acquire a knowledge of the state of things from citizens of the country who were
well affected toward our army. If it appeared to be true, and was in accordance
with the enemy s custom, that citizens should be pressed into their fortified places,

especially sympathizers with General Price s cause, it is sufficient. It is a well-

established principle of military criticism that a general is not to be judged by the

state of facts that actually existed at the given time, but by such facts as appeared to

him to exist from the best information he could gain.

The Court was then cleared for deliberation, and decided that the

question be put.
The witness proceeded to answer:

After the retreat of the enemy I met a few citizens who were in the fort during
the tight, who stated that they had been forced into it. The dead bodies of persons
in citizens dress were found in and around the work. These persons were identified

as citizens by women after the tight.

By a MEMBER :

Question. What was the state of discipline in General Price s army
during the campaign?

Answer. Not very good.

Question. You have already testified to the causes of delay during
the inarch between Princeton and Potosi. Please state how many
days were lost, and could this delay have been provided against?

Answer. Four or rive days. This Is only an approximate estimate, including delay
from all causes. I think this could not have been provided against by any means

within the control of the commanding general.
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Question. How maiiy cannon were fired at Fort Davidson from Shep
herd s Mountain, and with what effect \ What description of guns -and

caliber f

Answer. Two or three pieces. On the day of the, assault two shells burst, in or at

the work. I cannot state with what effect, nor can I give a description of the guns.

Question. Were fascines or other material prepared for facilitating

the passage of the ditch ?

Answer. None whatever. After the assault I prepared a number of scaling ladders.

Question. You say that General Price on the morning of the 28th

August ordered the pursuit of the enemy, who had evacuated Fort

Davidson during the night. Do you know if any of them were over

taken and captured ? If so, how many ?

Answer. I cannot say of my own knowledge that they were overtaken.

Question. To what point did the enemy retreat, by what road, and
when did he reach his destination ?

Answer. He retreated to a point on the Southwest Branch of the Pacific Railroad.

He moved from Pilot Knob along the Potosi road. In the vicini.ty of Caledonia
he took the road to Steelville. I cannot say when he reached his destination.

Question. Did General Shelby return. in time from Potosi to take any
measures for intercepting or pursuing the retreating Federals?

Answer. He did not return in time to intercept them. He pursued them.

Question.. When you felt convinced that the officer in command of

the engineer company was a confirmed cripple, did you report the fact

to Major-General Price; and if so, what action did he take?

Answer. I reported the fact to General Price, who stated that I had better put
some other officer in command and that he would approve it.

Question. Did General Price have any of the Hannibal and Saint

Joseph Railroad destroyed; and if so, how many rniles of it?

Answer. He ordered the destruction of it in my presence. I know not if the order
was executed or not.

Question (by a MEMBER): Did General Price give instructions for

the destruction of any of the railroads in North Missouri? And if so,

state what roads and then state the number of miles of each that were

destroyed and where.

Answer. He did, of the North Missouri Railroad and the Hannibal and Saint Joseph.
I cannot state the number of miles of each that were destroyed and where.

Major-General Price then asked the permission of the Court to pro
pound to the witness the questions which follow. The Court was cleared,
and after deliberation decided that the questions be asked ; whereupon
Major-General Price again appeared before the Court.

Question. You state the discipline of the command was not good.
Does this statement relate to the time of General Price assuming the
command or subsequently?

Answer. To both.

Question. Was the discipline at any time worse than usual with

troops of that character in an enemy s country?

Answer. Jt Avas not.

Question. What was the character of the troops whichjoined General
Price at the second rendezvous in i^orth Arkansas f
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Answer. General Shelby s old brigade and a large body of recruits, consisting of
citizens of that section, conscripts, absentees without leave from their commands,
and deserters, and but a few volunteers. Shelby s command was never in a high
state of discipline, but reliable in battle. They were the right arm of the army. The
larger parts of the command that joined us there were of recruits, conscripts, and
absentees.

Question. Do you know of General Price sending a detachment from
Boonville to destroy the Perruque bridge, on the North Missouri Kail-

road; and if so, to whom were the orders given
1

? Give the names and
character.

Answer. They were given to Colonels Anderson and Quantrill. They were the
most distinguished partisan leaders, and were the terror of the enemy in that section
and accustomed to operating on railroads.

The hour of 2 o clock having arrived, the Court adjourned to meet at
9 a. m. to-morrow, the 27th instant.

SIXTH DAY.

THURSDAY, April 27, 1865 9 a. m.

At a Court of Inquiry then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to

adjournment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.
;
Col. P. N. Luckett,

Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant general
and judge-advocate.
The record of the previous day s proceedings was read.
The judge-advocate stated to the Court that on yesterday he had sent

a summons to appear as a witness to Governor Thomas C. Reynolds, as

directed by the Court, a copy of which is hereunto attached and marked
Exhibit E,* to which summons said Governor Reynolds replied by the

following letter :

SIIRKVKPOHT, LA., April 27, 1S65.

Maj. 0. M. WATKINS,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Judge-Advocate, &amp;lt;)&quot;

c - ;

MAJOR: Your letter of yesterday, informing mo that the Court of Inquiry ordered
at General Price s instance desired my attendance as a witness, has been received.

Although the order convening the Court does not direct any investigation of the
statements published by me in reference to General Price, yet as it was occasioned
by them, and I have been and may hereafter be in consultation with you in reference
to the inquiry, delicacy prompts me to exercise my legal right of declining to testify
in the case. I do so with the greatest respect to the Court and yourself.

I am, major, very respectfully, yours,
THOS. C. REYNOLDS.

The judge-advocate submitted this letter to the Court and asked that
the Court be cleared to consider it. The Court was accordingly cleared.
The Court decided that it had not the right to compel the attendance

of Governor Reynolds, as he did not belong to the line or staff of the

army.
General Price appeared before the Court.
The judge advocate represented to the Court that he was in no way

connected with the campaign to be investigated. That when it was
conducted he was serving far from the scenes of its operations, and that
when ordered on the Court he had no knowledge of the matters to be

investigated, with the exception of what could be gleaned from unof
ficial and ex parte statements contained in the newspapers of the day.

v Not found.
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That Governor Reynolds, of Missouri, served throughout the campaign,
and that Major-General Price, in his cross-examination, makes refer

ence to charges contained in a letter or circular published by Governor

Reynolds before this Court was asked for or ordered. He therefore re

quests the Court to permit Governor Reynolds to be present during the

taking of such testimony as the Court may not deem necessary to be

kept from the knowledge of one of his high official position in order

that the judge-advocate for his own information may consult with him
more intelligently on the facts and circumstances to be scrutinized by
the Court.
The Court Avas cleared for deliberation. The request of the judge-

advocate was refused, inasmuch as Governor Reynolds does not appear
in the attitude of prosecutor, and the Court sits with its doors closed

at all times to all persons except those absolutely necessary for the

transaction of its business.

General Price again appeared before the Court.

The judge-advocate announced the decision of the Court.

Maj. JAMES R. SHALER, assistant adjutant-general, was then sworn
and examined by the judge-advocate, no other witness being present:

Question. Were you in the campaign in Missouri in the autumn of

1864 under command of Major-General Price; and if so, in what capac
ity you served, when you joined the command, and when you left it?

Answer. Yes; I was the inspector-general of that army and on the staff of Major-
General Price. I served in that capacity on the start of Major-General Price from

May, 1864, to December of that year.

Question. State the organization of the army under command of

Major-General Price while operating in Missouri in September and
October of 1864 at the beginning of the campaign, and give any mate
rial changes that were made during the campaign.

Answer. At the commencement of the march it was composed of Major-General
Fagan s division and a battalion of three companies; Major-General Marmaduke s

division of one brigade of Missouri troops .and a battalion of six companies, and a

brigade of Louisiana troops ordered to report to General Marmaduke, but failed to

do so. Upon the arrival of the army at Pocahontaw the army was reorganized, and
upon leaving that place was composed of three divisions. Major-General Fagau s,

composed of four brigades and a battalion of three companies, Major-General Mar
maduke s of two brigades, and Brigadier-General Shelby s of two brigades. To
Brigadier-General Cabell s and Colonel Siemens brigades, in Major-General Fagau s

division, there were attached two pieces of artillery, making four in all for the
division. Major-General Marmaduke s division had a battalion of artillery attached
to it composed of two batteries, three pieces in each battery. Brigadier-General
Shelby s division had one battery of four pieces and one company as a body guard
of the commanding general of the army. After arriving at Boonville a brigade of -

Missouri recruits of two regiments was formed and placed under the command of
Colonel Tyler and became apart of Marmaduke s division. Besides these there were

companies of partisan troops reported by their leaders to General Price, but never
became a part of the regular organi/ation.

Question. State the caliber and character of the artillery in the Army
of Missouri.

Answer. I cannot state it with accuracy. They were field pieces, some of them
rifled. Two of Brigadier-Geneial Shelby s pieces were Parrott guns ;,

the caliber I do
not recollect.

Question. State the discipline of the troops when the campaign began
and during it to its conclusion.

Answer. There was no discipline when it began and during the campaign, and at

its conclusion there was all the disorder that must necessarily obtain in an undis

ciplined command.



720 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI, [CHAP. LIU.

Question. Were any measures adopted by General Price to secure
discipline I If there were, state what measures.

Answer. Yes; orders were issued by General Price which, if carried out, would
have secured order; but it was impossible to carry them into execution literally
with such a command.

Question. State whether or not any depredations or outrages were
committed by the soldiers of General Price s command during the cam
paign; and if so, state their character and general extent.

Answer. Yes, there were. The soldiers commenced plundering at Arcadia, and
from there throughout the whole expedition. Wherever supplies were to be found
there was more or less plundering. There seemed to be a desire upon the part of the
troops generally not to molest persons of Southern proclivities, but whenever per
sons disposed to be Tavorable to the Federal cause were found their property was
taken. All kinds of property w^s taken.

Question. State whether these outrages were committed by soldiers
while on the march under the eye of their officers, or by what class of
soldiers.

Answer. They were generally committed by soldiers who left the column, some
straggling and some under permission of their immediate commanders. The cap
tains of companies, regimental, brigade, and division commanders all gave permis
sion to scout, and by such parties many depredations were committed.

Question. Were any measures adopted by General Price to prevent
these outrages ? If so, state what they were, and were any efforts made
by him to punish such offenders? If there were, state the character of
such efforts.

Answer. A provost guard was organized in each brigade and a provost-marshal-gen-
eral appointed for the army. Provost-marshals of brigades reported to their provost-
marshals of divisions, and they to the provost-marshal-general, who was directed by
Major-General Price to call for whatever number of troops he required to prevent
these outrages. Stringent orders were repeatedly given with reference both to

stragglers and to private property, directing their arrest in all cases. In case of
resistance on their part, that they should be shot down. In many instances General
Price in person directed the arrest of persons with stolen property in their possession.
General Price instituted a court-martial at or about Pocahontas. There were no
other measures adopted that I can think of at present.

The hour of 3 p. m. having arrived, the Court then adjourned to meet
again on to-morrow, the 28th instant, at 9 a. m.

SEVENTH DAY.

The Court assembled at 9.15 a. m. on Friday, April 28, 1865, pursu
ant to adjournment.

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. Mcl^air, Provisional Army, C. S.; Maj. O. M. Watkins,
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate.

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price appeared before the Court.
Col. P. N. Luckett, Third Texas Infantry, was absent.
The proceedings of yesterday were read, after which the judge-advo

cate read to the Court the following note

SHRVEPORT, LA., April 28, 1S65.

Maj. O. M. WATKINS,
Judge-Advocate, #c. :

MAJOR: Colonel Luckett was quite sick this morning and will not be able to

attend Court to-day.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

( . M. TAYLOR,
,
Provisional Army, C. S,



CHAP. LIII.] PRICE S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 72l

and asked that the Court adjourn because of the illness of Colonel
Luckett until Monday next. The Court then adjourned to meet again
at 9 o clock on Monday next, the 1st of May, 1865.

EIGHTH DAY.

The Court met at a. in. 011 Monday, May 1. 1805, pursuant to ad

journment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. I) ray ton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. K. MeXair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Maj. O. M. Watkins,
assistant adjutant-general and judge advocate.

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court.

Proceedings of the seventh day -were read.

The judge-advocate stated to the Court that he was informed by
Surg. C. M. Taylor that Colonel Luckett was still too ill to attend
Court.
The Court then at I). 15 a. m. adjourned to meet at 9. a. m. on to

morrow, the 2d day of May, 1805.

NINTH DAY.

The Court met at 9 a. m. on Tuesday, May 2, 1805, pursuant to ad
journment.

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S. ;

Brig. Gen. K. McXair, Provisional Army, C. S. ; Maj. O. M. Watkins,
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate.

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court.
Col. P. N. Luckett, Third Texas Infantry, absent.
The judge advocate read the proceedings of yesterday, and also the

following note from iSurg. C. M. Taylor:

Ol KICK OK DlKKCTOR, GKNERAL HOSPITAL,
Shreveport, La., May 1, 1865.

Maj. O. M. WATKINS.
I inlye-Advocate :

MAJOR: 1 have been prescribing for Colonel Luckett for some time past, ami I am
satisfied that he will not be able to continue as a member of the Court without seri
ous injury to his health, and I have recommended that he apply for leave of absence
for sixty days, and have given a certificate upon which he will base his application.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. M. TAYLOR,

Medical Director, General JJoNpilal, 7YrtHS-.Vi.si8si/yH Department.

Whereupon the Court was cleared for deliberation, and resolved to

proceed with the investigation of the case now before it.

Major-General Price again appeared before the Court.
The JUDGE-ADVOCATE continued the examination of Maj. J A:\IES R.

SHALER, assistant adjutant-general s department:
Question. Did any recruits join the command of General Price dur

ing the campaign ? If so, state how many and the number chat re
turned with him to Arkansas, and what measures were adopted by Gen
eral Price to recruit.

Answer. Yes; many. I think as many as 10,000. From 5,000 to 7,000 returned
with us from Arkansas. General Price gave to persons .applying authority to or
ganize companies and regiments. I know of no other measure. The difficulty was
not to get troops, but to organize them.

1C R R VOL XLI, PT I
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Cross-examined by Maj. Gen. S. PRICE:

Question. What number of armed troops entered the State of Mis
souri under General Price s command?

Answer. About 7,000.

Question. What was the number and character of the unarmed
troops i

Answer. About 2,000 unarmed troops, mostly deserters.

Question. State what sort of troops constituted General Price s com
mand with which he entered Missouri; what character of persons they
were composed, and how officered.

Answer. About 5.000 of the troops were of the usual character of Confederate ca\ -

airy. The remainder were deserters ami conscripts, officered by men of their own
kind, to some extent. This does not apply to brigade commanders.

Question. Do you know of any marauders being executed summarily ?

.State when and where. and in what manner.

Answer. Yes; 1 know of two certainly, anil I think more having been shot down
summarily for marauding by Colonel Freeman. 1 don t recollect wheu or where.
Colonel Freeman notified me officially that when these men were arrested and
brought to Colonel Freeman s quarters they admitted that they had been marauding,
and one said that he would do the same thing again, whereupon he. Colonel Free
man, shot them. 1 cannot bo precise as to the details.

Question. Do you know of General Price s complimenting Colonel
Freeman for his shooting these men, and in what terms?

Answer. General Price expressed his approval of Colonel Freeman s conduct, but
I do not remember whether Colonel Freeman was present or not.

Question. Did you hear General Price say if in his power he would
make Colonel Freeman brigadier for that act ?

Answer. I don t remember having heard him say so.

Question. Do you know of any officers being punished by General
Price for participating in outrages?

Answer. Many were placed in arrest, from colonels of regiments down. 1 don t

know what was done with them subsequently.

Question. Were these permissions to scout you mention as given by
captains, regimental, and brigade commanders in accordance with Gen
eral Price s orders

Answer. They were in violation of them.

Question. Was it not absolutely necessary that the different com
mands should sometimes spread over a large extent of country on
horseback to procure forage ?

Answer. Yes.

Question. Was an additional provost guard ordered up at Arcadia
and placed under command of Colonel Tyler, an old army officer!

Answer. Yes.

Question. You say the difficulty was not to get recruits, but to or

ganize them. Was there any difficulty in subsisting, protecting, and

arming them? State what.

Answer. Yes ; there was great difficulty, as arms could not be procured. The
unarmed men in the command interfered materially with the rapidity and effective

ness of its movements.
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Question. Was not much the larger half of the troops unarmed from
the time he reached Central Missouri?

Answer. I think so. I don t think that the armed men at any time during the

campaign exceeded 8,000 or 9.000 in number.

Cross-examination by Major-General Price concluded.

He-examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE:

Question. You say that these permits to scout, given by company,
regimental, or brigade commanders were in violation of General Price s

orders. State what measures, if any, were adopted by General Price
to prevent their continuance, and whether or not any officer 01 officers

were punished for having given such permission.

Answer. I know of no measures except reiterated orders from General Price and
his statt officers forbidding such permissions. I don t know that any officers were

punished for giving such permission.

The re-examination by the judge-advocate was here concluded.

By a MEMBER :

Question. What prevented an earlier movement of General Price
from Camden?

Answer. Want of ordnance stores, which were to have been received from Shreve-

port.

Question. When did they arrive ?

Answer. I can t give the precise date, but it was on the 27th or 28th of August.
A considerable portion crossed the Ouachita River on Sunday, which I think was the
28th.

Question. What was the strength of Dobbin s brigade when at Pilot

Knob? How did it happen that Colonel Dobbin did not intercept the

enemy on his retreat from Fort Davidson?

Answer. I do not recollect, nor can I tell how it happened that the retreat was
not intercepted.

Question. Were you in a position on the night of the 27th and 28th of

September, 1864. to know whether sentinels and pickets were posted so

as to detect the earliest movements of the enemy, aggressive or retreat?

Answer. I was not.

Question. Do you know that troops were stationed to watch the

enemy in the fort; and give notice of his movements at the earliest

moment ?

Answer. Yes
; troops were stationed on the road leading along the Iron Mountain

Railroad, toward Saint Louis, and also upon the road by which the enemy eventually
retreated toward Caledonia, and orders were sent to, Brigadier-General Shelby to

move down upon the Caledonia road, which, had he received, would have intercepted
the retreat of the enemy.

Question. What was the nearest point to the fort that any of these

troops were posted on the route by which the enemy retreated ?

Answer. I don t know.

Question. Were you at the battle of Marais des Cygnes? Was the
order of battle a judicious one? To what cause do you attribute the
disasters of the day? Who was the immediate commander at Marais
des Cygnes?

Answer. I was conducting tho train, was with it when it was parked, about nine
miles from where the light began.
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Question. Were the different foraging parties sent out during the
march placed under the charge of commissioned officers ?

Answer. Many times they were not.

Question. Why was it so difficult to carry out General Price s orders
for the enforcement of discipline among the troops ?

Answer. Because they were undisciplined troops, and also the command being
always in motion it was impossible to inaugurate any system of discipline or punish
ment, and because there was a large number of unamed men who seemed to think
themselves not amenable to orders.

Question. Were any officers or soldiers punished or shot for ma
rauding or straggling by sentence of, a court-martial?

Answer. None that I know of.

Question. Did any disaster occur in the campaign attributable to a
want of confidence or distrust in the leadership of the major-general
commanding the expedition?
The judge-advocate objected.
The Court was cleared for deliberation and the objection was sus

tained.

Major-General Price appeared agaiu before the Court.

Question. Was there any distrust or want of confidence in the lead

ership of Major-General Price on the part of the troops of the cam
paign ?

Answer. Not that I know of.

Question. Were the orders issued by General Price in regard to the

discipline of the troops in his command obeyed; and if not, did he,
General Price, enforce obedience?

Answer. No, sir. General Price depended upon his division commanders to en
force his order, the composition of the command and the disposition of the troops
being such as to render it impossible for him to attend to the enforcement of orders
himself.

Question. What was the practice of General Price in the employ
ment of guides on the inarch, and who had charge of them?

Answer. His practice was to procure guides from the different commands who
were thoroughly acquainted with the country in which he was operating, and he
was more particular about that than any other branch of my department of the

army. I had charge of the guides myself and reported with them to the commander
of the advance division.

The examination of Maj. James R. Shaler, assistant adjutant-gen
eral s department, was here concluded.

Capt. T. T. TAYLOR, assistant adjutant-general, was sworn by the

JUDGE-ADVOCATE and examined by him, no other witness being pres
ent:

Question. State whether or not you served in the autumn campaign
of Major-General Price in the year 1864; and if so, state in what

capacity you served, when you joined the command, and how long you
remained with it.

Answer. I served with it as an attache&quot; to the inspector-general s department;
joined the command about the 28th or 29th of August, aud remained until we
reached Richmond in Arkansas, I think in the latter part of December.

Question. Were you assigned specially to the discharge of any
duties during that time? If so, state to what duties,
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Answer. At the beginning of the campaign anil until we reached the Arkansas
River I was directed by Colonel Shaler, the inspector-general, to attend the train
and look after its movements. After we crossed the Arkansas 1 sometimes selected

caiups, but was not specially assigned to any particular duty.

Question. How were tbe orders of the major-general commanding
published to the army during the campaign ?

Answer. Through the adjutant-general s department. On the battle-field some
times General Price gave orders himself and through his staff.

Question. -State whether or not you ever heard an order of the major-

general commanding read to the troops during the campaign.
Answer. I don t know that I ever did. I not being with the troops, but at General

Price s headquarters.

Question. Did you ever ride along the lines of march to ascertain
how the march was conducted?

Answer. Yes.

Question. State whether you did so frequently or not.

Answer. I did frequently.

Question. What was the character of the discipline of the troops dur
ing the march ; whether or not there was any delay in the march ? And
if you say there was, state what caused it.

Answer. It was bad. Yes, there was delay. I don t know the reason of it.

The examiuation-iu-chief was here concluded.

Cross examined by Major-General PRICE:

Question. Had you not been acting as assistant to Colonel Shaler
before the command started from Camden, and did you continue to do
so on the campaign f

Answer. Yes.

Question. What was, in your knowledge, the diligence of Major-Gen
eral Price in preserving order on the march, both as relates to the

troops and the train ?

Answer. There was great diligence.

Question. State the character of the troops. State what efforts Gen
eral Price made to preserve good order and discipline.

Answer. The troops were undisciplined, and General Price frequently gave me
personal instructions to prevent the straggling of the troops and the closing up
of the train. I think I rode two horses to death in carrying out these instruc
tions.

Question. Do you know of any court-martial being held at Rich-
woods and elsewhere on the expedition into Missouri f

Answer. I know that it was held at several points on the road.

Question. Do you know of any soldiers being executed for marauding
on the expedition f State how many, when and where.

Answer. Not of my own knowledge.

Question. Did you hear any officer make any report to General Piice

concerning the execution of men for marauding? If so, state what officer;
state what was reported and what General Price did or said.

Answer. Yes, I heard Colonel Freeman, commanding brigade in Marinaduke s

division, report to General Price in person that he had himself shot some men I

don t know how many, two I think whom he had caught robbing. General Price
said that if he had it in his power he would make him a brigadier for it.
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Question. Do you remember any further particulars of the report
than you have stated?

Answer. No, not to General Price.

Re-examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE :

Question. You have stated in answer to questions propounded dur

ing the cross-examination that you rode along the lines of the army
during its march very often, and that General Price used great dili

gence in preserving order during the march; now state whether or not
he took measures to correct every evil resulting from a want of order
in the march that was officially reported by you to him.

Answer. He did.

Question (by a MEMBER): To what causes do you attribute the bad

discipline of the army, as already stated by you?
Answer. To the fact that two-thirds of the army were deserters from commands

south of the, Arkansas River, and to the want of the enforcement of discipline by
snbordinate generals.

The examination of Captain Taylor is here concluded.
The hour of 3 p. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet again

at 9 a. m. on Wednesday, the 3d day of May, 1865.

TENTH DAT.

WEDNESDAY, May 3, 1865 c
&amp;gt; a. m.

The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Urayton, Provisional Army, C. S.;

Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S. : Maj. O. M. Watkins,
assistant adjutant-general and judge advocate. Col. P. N. Luckett,
Third Texas Infantry, absent.

Major-General Price appeared before the Court.

The record of the proceedings of yesterday were read.
The judge advocate then read to the Court the following order and

letter from department headquarters.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, .

No. 104. ( Shreveport, La., May 2, 1865.*******
VIII. The Court of Inquiry instituted at the instance of Major-General Price by

Paragraph XVI. Special Orders, No. 58, current series, Department Headquarters, will

on receipt of this order adjourn to Washington, Ark., and there resume its sessions.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith:
P. B. LEEDS,

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Maj. O. M. WATKINS.

HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL S OFFICE,
Shreveport, May 3, 1865.

Brig. Gen. T. F. DRAYTON,
Provisional Army, C. AS ., President Court of Inquiry, Shreveport:

GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to say the Court of Inquiry
of which you are president will finish with the witness it may now have on the

stand before adjourning to Washington as directed in the order of yesterday, but
that no new witnesses will be called here.

I am, general, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. S. ANDERSON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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The Court then at 10 a. m. adjourned to meet at Washington, Ark.,
on Monday, the 8th instant, at 12 m., or as soon thereafter as practica
ble.

OSCAR M. WATKINS,
Major, Assistant Adjutant- General and Judge-Advocate.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La., May 19, 18(&amp;gt;r&amp;gt;

I certify the above to be the original of the proceedings of a Court
of Inquiry ordered from department headquarters in case of Major-
General Price.

C. S. WEST,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General Price asks the indulgence of the Court and their patient
consideration of the following:
The investigations up to the time of their summary interruption by

the general commanding the department had developed enough of the

history of the campaign into Missouri for his individual vindication
and to relieve him from that feeling of delicacy which impelled him to

forbear presenting anything to the Court that would put him in the
attitude of seeking delay in this investigation, but it must be apparent
to the Court that the range given by the order calling them places him
continually at a disadvantage. Although the Special Orders, No. 58,

Paragraph XVI, recites that a court of inquiry is called at the instance
of Major-General Price, that order mentions no imputation, charge, or
transactions into which it is made your duty to inquire, unless it be
considered that a campaign of nearly ninety days, in which over forty
battles and skirmishes were fought, and nearly 1,500 miles traversed

by the army under his command, is a transaction of such a character
as the commanding general may be authorized to order a court of

inquiry into at the instance of an officer who may desire it.

He desires here to remark that courts of inquiry in the army are
instituted for the vindication of officers who have a right to demand
them, and in all instances in demanding them the custom of the service
and all analogies of the law would indicate that the applicant should
himself indicate what transaction, charge, or imputation he desires

investigated. And further, it is proper to remark that courts of in

quiry, except when ordered by the President, are exclusively for the
vindication of the personal honor of officers who ask them, and courts-

martial are instituted solely for their prosecution and punishment,
which are tribunals to be called into being at any and all times at the
discretion of the commanding general. AVhile it is the right of every
officer to demand a court of inquiry into any charge, imputation, or
transaction against him, it is still in the discretion, and is conceived to

be in the line of duty, of the commanding officer of the department to

determine if in his opinion the charge, transaction, or imputation is of
such a character as will in the letter and spirit of the Articles of
War warrant and authorize him in calling the court, and to grant or
refuse it. .If there is not such a state of facts brought officially to the

knowledge of the commanding general as will bring the applicant
within the Article of War, the good of the service and other high con
siderations would impel him to deny what an over-sensitive jealousy of
his reputation might induce an officer to demand. The granting of a



728 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LHI.

court of inquiry is, under such circumstances, tantamount to an official

statement that some transaction to be inquired into and explained,

charge, or imputation, is before the reviewing officer and affecting his

mind to the prejudice of the officer at whose instance he grants the in

quiry. When such is the case the letter asking the court, or something
indicating the particular transaction, should be laid before them both
for their edification and the advantage of the officer whose honor and

reputation is to be affected by the result of the inquiries.

Major-Gen eral Price stands ready to vindicate his own acts, but does
not propose to vindicate the conduct of every single officer and man who
accompanied him on his campaign last fall into Missouri. So far as

respects himself personally as an officer and a gentleman, he desires

everything brought to light concerning it; but as he could only exercise

human diligence and human energy, and was forced to rely on the zeal

and discretion of junior officers for such support as would with good
fortune be successful, he cannot be fairly bound to defend all his

juniors, who, not having asked for an inquiry, are not before this Court.

Much less can it become him, and still further is it from his desire, to

investigate such disasters to his command in Missouri as were accom

panied* with the loss or captivity of the brave and valuable officers

who commanded immediately at the time.

Major-General Price requests that the Court will determine the course

they may feel it their duty to pursue in the progress of this investiga

tion, anil that he may be advised of such determination and make his

dispositions in accordance. He calls attention to the second clause of

the Article of War under which all courts of inquiry are authorized

and instituted, which relates to the danger of courts of inquiry being-

perverted and used for the destruction oi military merit, and relies on
the high tone and integrity of his brother officers, iminnuenced by other

than considerations of the most manly and soldierly character, for his

complete vindication. He must as in duty bound to himself insist that

courts of this character can only legitimately be called into being and
dissolved by commanding officers of departments, and that any unasked-

for interference with their deliberations at any stage, so as to govern
or direct any steps in the investigation, or produce delays, are without

warrant and. calculated to do him injustice and wrong.

EXHIBIT A.

HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,
Shreveport, La., August /, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. PRICE,
Commanding .District of Arkansas:

GENERAL: You will make immediate arrangements for a movement
into Missouri, with the entire cavalry force of your district. General

Shelby should be instructed to have his command in Northeast Arkan
sas ready to move by the 20th instant. You can instruct him to await

your arrival with the column immediately under your command. A
brigade of Louisiana troops, under Colonel Harrison, has been ordered

to report to you. They should be added to General Marinaduke s com

mand, and with his old brigade constitute his division. General Clark

should be transferred to the command of Marinaduke s old brigade.
Colonel Greene should be left in Arkansas, together with the other

regimental commanders whose mutinous conduct has already proved
them unfitted for command.



CHAP. LIII.T SKIRMISH NEAR DARDANELLE, ARK. 729

General Shelby s old brigade, increased by the one raised in East

Arkansas, can be organized into a division under his immediate com
mand. General Fagan will command the division composed of Cabell s

and Crawford s brigades. These skeleton organizations are best

adapted for an expedition in which a large addition to your force is

expected. These weak brigades should be filled by the regiments
raised in Missouri, and you should scrupulously avoid the organization
of any new brigades. You wT

ill carry a supply of ammunition for Gen
eral Shelby s command in Northeast Arkansas, and should yourself be

provided with ammunition sufficient for the expedition. You will

scrupulously avoid all wanton acts of destruction and devastation,
restrain your men, and impress upon them that their aim should be to

secure success in a just and holy cause and not to gratify personal
feeling and revenge. Rally the loyal men of Missouri, and- remember
that our great want is men, and that your object should be, if you can
not maintain yourself in that country, to bring as large an accession
as possible to our force. Your recruits will in all probability be
mounted; deal frankly with them, and let them understand that
mounted organizations, made there through necessity, are liable to be
dismounted on their arrival in our lines, where forage and subsistence
will not admit the maintenance of so large a cavalry force. Make
Saint Louis the objective point of your movement, which, if rapidly
made, will put you in possession of that place, its supplies, and mili

tary stores, and which will do more toward rallying Missouri to your
standard than the possession of any other point. Should you be com
pelled to withdraw from the State, make your retreat through Kansas
and the Indian Territory, sweeping that country of its mules, horses,

cattle, and military supplies of all kinds. The division of General

Fagan, the senior officer of your command, should be increased as soon
as practicable.

By command of General E. Kirby Smith :

W. R. BpGGS,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff.

AUGUST 30, 1864. Skirmish near Dardanelle, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Col. Irving W. Fuller, Third Arkansas Cavalry.

LEWISBURG, August 31, 1864.

Lieutenant King, Third Arkansas Cavalry, with forty men, attacked

Captain Franc s rebel force from Dardanelle yesterday, and captured 30
stand small arms and 30 horses and saddles, killing 1 man and wound
ing several others. The rebels escaped by swimming Beatty s Mill

Creek.
I. W. FULLER,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. C. II. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 2, 1864. Expedition to Natchez Bayou, La., with
skirmish (September 1) near Gentilly s Plantation.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, TT. S. Army, commanding District of La
Fonrche.

No. 2. Capt. Anrou McFeely, Sixteenth Indian;! Intnntry.

No. 1.

Report* of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, r. S. Army, commanding
District of La Fonrclic.

THIBODEAUX, September 2, 1864.

(Received 12.10 p.m.)
A scouting party of two commissioned officers and thirty-five en

listed men left here on the .SOth. Colonel Davis telegraphs me from

Napoleonville that six of them came in, reporting the rest captured last

evening near Gentilly s plantation, near Bay Natchez, which is below
and this side of Lake Natchez. He says he sent a force after the rebels
at 2 p. m. (he must mean 2 a. m.), who are driving the rebels.

R, A. CAMERON,
Briga (Her- Genera I of Vo Inn teers.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

THIBODEAUX, September 2, 1864.

(Received 8 p. m.)

Fifteen of the party of the Sixteenth Indiana surprised at Gentilly s

plantation are reported safe.

R. A. CAMERON,
Brigadier- General.

Major CHRISTENSEN,
A wista nt A dj ntan t - Gen era!.

THIBODEAUX, September .?,
1864.

(Received 12 m.)

Captain Steele, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, pursued the party of

guerrillas who surprised the Sixteenth Indiana scouts, driving them
across Lake Natchez Bay. He returned to-day, reporting that he had
wounded 2 rebels and suffered no loss.

It. A. CAMERON,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Maj. G. B. DRAKE.

No. 2.

Reports of Capt. Aaron McFeely, Sixteenth Indiana Infantry.

HDQRS. Co. G, IGTH INDIANA VOL. MOUNTED INFANTRY,
Xear Tliibodean.v, September 77, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report:
On the 31st of August, 18(54, 1 was furnished with a detail of thirty-

five men and one lieutenant, and was ordered to report at post head-
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quarters to Colonel Goelzer. This I did about 1 o clock the saihe day.
I there received my orders. I proceeded to Napoleonville, reaching
that place after dark. I stopped during

1 the night in the court-house.

I inquired of Colonel Davis, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, as to the where
abouts of the enemy, if there were any in the direction of Lakes
Natchez or Verret. He told me there were none in that direction this

side of the lake. Next morning, September 1, 1864, I started in the-

direction of Lake Verret; proceeded six miles to Paincourtville.

Here 1 inquired of Captain Steele, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, about
roads and bayous. I also asked him if lie knew of any armed
enemies. He said that there was none in the direction we were going.
After getting all the information I could I proceeded to Grand Bayou;
crossed on a bridge. Here I stopped for the men to feed their horses.

I was then on Doctor Ford s plantation. Staid there half an hour, then

proceeded on. We had gone about a mile when we came to Bayou Corn,
which we crossed in a small ferry-boat. This took considerable time,
as only three horses could be crossed at once. After crossing Bayou
Corn I started in the direction of Lake Verret, which was nearly due
west. Traveled eight miles over very muddy roads, crossing two other

bayous on small bridges, the names of which I did not learn. Pro
ceeded to within five miles of Lake Verret. At this point I came to

a large bayou or bay, which was over a hundred yards wide. I inquired
of two women, whom I supposed kept the ferry, if they could tell me
the name of the bayou, but I could not understand them, both being
French. It was here I turned to come back. I supposed it to be five

miles from the large bayou to the Gentilly plantation, and knowing
that it was getting late in the day I thought it best to come back that

far, which I did. It was near dark when I reached this plantation.
Before dismounting my men I stationed my pickets, then had the

remaining part of my men to dismount and feed their horses and cook

supper.
The manner in which the pickets were stationed was as follows: I

placed five men at a bridge which crossed one of the bayous above-

mentioned. (I also ordered the bridge taken up in the center.) I

placed four men on this side of our camp on the road leading from the

bridge. On the ?ast side was a large swamp; there was no danger
from that direction. I also placed four men on a plantation road that

runs through the farm en the west side and in the direction of Lake
Natchez. The men had some of them laid down, and I and the lieuten

ant had just lain down beside a fence, when we were startled by the

bursting of a gun-cap. We both sprang to our feet and called to our

men, but in an instant the enemy were in our midst. I ordered my men
to fire upon them, but there was but one shot fired. The enemy came
from the direction of Lake Natchez and across the plantation on the

west side of the road. My opinion is that those who escaped went

through the swamps on the east side of the road and crossed the bayous
and made their way to Paincourtville to our lines, the same as I did

myself. There was not any of my men killed that I am aware of. The
number captured was 1 commissioned officer and 15 enlisted men, 29

horses, and 20 guns and accoutermeuts.
I am, respectfullv, your obedient servant,

AARON McFEELY,
Captain Company G, Sixteenth Indiana.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

*
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HDQRS. SIXTEENTH INDIANA MOUNTED INFANTRY,
Near Thibodeaux, La., September 22, 18(14.

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders, dated New Orleans, August
19, 1864, I have the honor to transmit you a report of an expedition of
which I was in command to destroy all water craft found north of the

Opelousas railroad and west of Bayou La Fourche, also to find out the

strength of the enemy if any were reported.
Immediately on receipt of the order I reported at post headquarters,

District of La Fourche, with one lieutenant and thirty-five enlisted men,
and received instructions to proceed to Napoleonvilie and obtain from
the military authorities at that place the best manner to proceed as

regards roads, &c. Arriving there at dark on the evening of the 30th
of Angust, I there learned from Colonel Davis, commanding, that no

enemy had been seen or- heard of this side of Lakes Verret or Natchez,
twenty miles distant. I was also informed that the roads leading to

those lakes were impassable, or very nearly so, on account of the late

rains. I inquired if any water craft were to be found in any of the dif

ferent bayous, but was told there were only a few pirogues that the in

habitants were using to convey the necessaries of life to their families.

At Napoleonville I stopped until about 7 o clock ou the morning of the
31st instant (ultimo], then proceeded to Paincourtville, a distance of

six miles, arriving there at 8.30 o clock; from thence in a westerly
direction to Doctor Ford s plantation, the distance being nve miles.

At that place I allowed the men to feed their animals. This plantation
lies on Grand Bayou, which stream I Crossed before reaching the plan
tation. From here I went across to Bayou Corn, about a mile distant.

This bayou 1 crossed on a kind of flat-boat that was used as a ferry;
it was some time before this could be accomplished as I could only
cross four animals over at a time, and by the time we were all across it

was 12 o clock. From here I moved forward about nve miles, crossing-
two small bayous, and at 2.30 o clock arrived at Gentilly s plantation.
At this place there is a blind wagon road leading through the planta
tion, but could not find out where it terminated. I here made inquiries

concerning the whereabouts of the enemy, but was told that there were
none in that vicinity as they had not been heard of for more than two
weeks.

Keeping on in the same direction, viz, westerly, I arrived at Nat
chez Bayou at sundown, a distance of six miles. The roads here were

very bad and muddy. Being informed that there were no roads lead

ing to Lake Natchez from the road I was then on, and knowing I could

only go about four miles farther on it to Lake Verret, I concluded to

retrace my steps to the junction of the road so that I could get on the
road leading to Lake Natchez.

Coming back to Gentilly s plantation, it being then about 7.30 in the

evening, I concluded to camp here for the night as both men and &quot;horses

were very much fatigued by the march, but before going into camp I

had a picket detailed and posted immediately. The following diagram
will show the exact position of the camp and also the roads and pickets :

On examination 1 found the blind wagon road led to the northward

through the plantations supposed to connect with the main road lead

ing to Lake Natchez. On this road I placed a picket-post of five men
about 400 or 500 yards from camp on the west; on the main road,
toward Lake Verret, I placed a picket-post of five men, on a bridge
that crossed a small bayou.* Supposing this to be the most dangerous
point, I gave directions to pull up the plank on the bridge, which was
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accordingly done. On the east on the main road which I had been

moving on during the day, I placed a picket-post of four men. Know
ing the pickets to be posted, I gave orders for the men to feed their

animals and get supper tor themselves. After partaking of supper I

lay down to rest. The men, however, were not done supper, it being
then 8.30; about an hour after going.into camp. Having lain there for

a few moments, I was startled by the explosion of a gun-cap. I im

mediately jumped up to tind out the cause, and ordered the men under
arms and to be ready should occasion require it, but before the order
could be obeyed it was discovered that a party of the enemy had come

upon us, wading and cutting off the picket-post of four men posted on
the blind wagon road leading through the plantation, the enemy coming
in from two directions, viz, northwest and northeast. They were on
foot. As to their number it is impossible for me to tell the next day,
however, in going through a swamp, I saw about 100 of them, all

mounted. They patrolled the road from the plantation to Bayou
Corn from the time we were attacked until 10 o clock next day, as I

tried several times to get across Bayou Corn during that time, but

failed, and did not get across until a party of the Twelfth Illinois Cav
alry appeared, when the enemy left. I would state here that the attack
was so sudden and unexpected having been told by every one that no

enemy was in the neighborhood, especially by the authorities at Na-

poleouville that some of the men did not have time to move out of

their place before they found themselves prisoners. Being outnum
bered and surprised, we saw the only chance of escaping was to leave

everything and get away as fast as possible the best way we could.

The following is the list of men, horses, &c., lost and captured: One
lieutenant, 15 enlisted men, 28 guns and accouterments, 29 horses and

equipments.
Hoping the foregoing report may prove satisfactory, I am, very

respectfully, your obedient servant,
AAEON McFEELY,

Captain, Commanding Company G, Sixteenth Indiana.

Capt. FREDERIC SPEED, Assistant Adjutant- General.

AUGUST 31, 1864. Affair at Steelville, Mo.

Reports of Brig. Gen. John McNeil, U. S. Army, commanding District

of Rolla.

EOLLA, Mo., August 31, 1861.

E. G. Evans, deputy provost-marshal at Cuba, reports the robbing
of Steelville this morning at daylight by Lennox s gang. A Baptist
preacher named Butler was mortally wounded and the town plundered.

JOHN MCNEIL,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. F. ENO, Assistant Adjutant- Genera I.

EOLLA, Mo., September 2, 1864.

On the morning of day before yesterday as the gang of bushwhackers
left Steelville they met live militia coming in to join their companies
and killed every one of them.

JOHN MCNEIL,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. FRANK ENO, Assistant Adjutant- General,
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SEPTEMBER 1, 1864. Attack on Tipton, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. David W. Wear, Forty-fifth Missouri Infantry.

SEDALIA, September 1, 1864.

Forty-two rebels entered Tipton at 6 o clock this morning ;
killed 2

men; went in direction of Boonville. Reports to me from reliable

source place the number at 150 men. They say they will attack Boon
ville in the morning.

D. W. WEAR, .

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
General PLEASONTON,

Warrensbury.

SEPTEMBER 1, 1864. Skirmish near Beatty s Mill, Ark.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

LEWISBURG, ARK., September 2, 1864.

(Received 7.30 p. m.)

Captain Hamilton and sixty-five men returned from scout to Yell

County. On the 1st instant, near Beatty s Mill, he met 160 bush
whackers under Conly. Charging- immediately, he put them to flight,

killing 2, wounding several, releasing the assistant surgeon and 1 pri
vate of the Second Arkansas Infantry, whom the enemy had prisoners.
He also captured a lot of Spanish brown, which the bushwhackers
were using to disguise themselves as Indians. No boats yet. River

falling.
A. H. RYAN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. C. H. DYER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

SEPTEMBER 1-9, 1864. Operations in Johnson County, Mo., and skirmish

(1st) near Lone Jack.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Maj. Geii. Alfred Pleasontou. II. S. Army, commanding District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. Capt. Melville U. Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Report of Alaj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of Central Missouri.

HDQRS. DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI,
Warrensburg, Mo., September 1, 1864.

GENERAL: Following just received:

HOLDEN, September 1, 1S64.

Lieutenant Marr has returned with scout which went out last night. Found a

gang of forty-five guerrillas five miles south of Lone Jack. Killed 1 and wounded
several others badlv. Routed them completely. Lost 1 man killed.

W. P. BAKER,
Captain, Commanding.
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Colonel Ford reports return of scout from vicinity of Chapel Hill and
Cook s Springs. No large force of the enemy concentrating, biit small

recruiting bands are seen nearly every day.
A. PLEASONTON,

Major- General.

Major-General ROSECRANS.

No. 2.

Report of Capt. Melville U. Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

HOLDEN, Mo., September 11, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report scouts, marches, &c., of my
command:
September 1, sent Lieutenant Marr with thirty men of both compa

nies in the direction of Lone Jack; came upon squad of about fifteen

rebels twelve miles northeast of this place, at the house of Mrs. Sim
mons. Had a lively time for a few moments, killing 1 and wounding 4,

as it is said by the people of the neighborhood. Lost 1 man killed,
Jacob F. Rauk, Company C, Seventh Regiment Cavalry Missouri State

Militia, and 2 men of Company G, severely wounded by horses falling
in charge. Lost 2 horses and 1 horse equipment. Returned next day.
Traveled fifty miles. September 3, took thirty men of both companies
and proceeded, in obedience to Special Orders, No.

1;~&amp;gt;9, headquarters
District Central Missouri, to collect $800 from the rebel sympathizers
of Stone s neighborhood as damages sustained by reason of bush
whackers burning stage, of which proceedings 1 have made a full report
to ( apt. R. L. Ferguson, deputy provost-marshal. Returned on the &amp;lt;&amp;gt;th.

Traveled sixty miles. September 7, took thirty men of both companies;
went to Walnut Creek to protect Union families while moving out.

Traveled thirty miles. September 0, sent Sergeant Leiter and twenty
men of both companies to escort Lieut. A. W. Christian, assistant inspec
tor, to Pleasant Hill. Returned next day. Traveled thirty-four miles.

Besides this there has been a daily patrol to Pleasant Hill. I would
also report that I have turned over to the proper officers six horses

taken from bushwhackers, and that I have delivered one horse so taken
to Barton S. Bradley, Company C, who lost ahorse in action.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MEL. U. FOSTER,

Captain, Com in a it ding.
Lieut. J. N. PENNOCK,

Adjutant Seventh Reyt. Cav., M. S. M., Warrewburg, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 2, 1864. Skirmish at the Tannery, near Little Rock, Ark.

Report of Capt. Thomas J. Mitchell, Third. Missouri Cavalry.

HDQRS. THIRD CAVALRY MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Little Rock, Ark., September 2, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the. honor to report that early this afternoon a

squad of rebels, numbering probably seventy- five men, attacked our

force at the tannery, but were repulsed with some loss. Several&quot; horses

were killed and a prisoner captured. The prisoner reports that he
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belongs to a Colonel Logan s regiment, composed of about 150 or 200

men, who started from Benton this morning. He also states that two

brigades of cavalry, under Cabell and Steeu, were encamped on the
south side of the Saline, whilst Colonel Logan s force was on this side.

He also states that he heard that an infantry force was on the* inarch
from Camden toward Princeton. 1 also report that my whole mounted
force are OH duty alter these rebels, and that it is impossible to fill the
detail for twenty-live mounted men called for this afternoon. The pris
oner also reports several men wounded of his command, and that they
got out of the valley faster than they got in.

oS one of our men were injured, but several horses captured.
I am, lieutenant, respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. J. MITCHELL,
Captain, Commanding Regiment.

SEPTEMBER 2, 1864. Skirmish near Mount Vernon, Mo.

Report of Col. John 1). Allen, Seventh Provisional Regiment, Enrolled
Missouri Militia.

SEVENTH PROVISIONAL REGIMENT., E. M. M.,
Mount Vernon

j Mo., September 4, 186-1.

COLONEL: 1 have this morning received information that there was
about 400 rebels that made the attempt to take Mount Veruou on last

Friday. Captain Stotts, who was at Cave Spring with twenty-five men
of his own command and a portion of Captain Stemmens company, dis

covered the rebels in force; dispatched a messenger to me immediately.
I sent Captain Morris with sixty men to re-enforce Captain Stotts.

The rebels went round Stotts camp and. made direct for Mount Ver
non. Captain Morris met them in force five miles west of Mount Ver
non, when an engagement ensued, the rebels having some five or six to

one; Captain Morris had to fallback; dispatched to me immediately.
I collected all the militia that was available and went to his relief; met
him coming in. We then went back to the place he left the rebels, but
on arriving there I was informed by citizens that the rebels had gone
southwest. I started in that direction and soon discovered about fifty
men on the prairie in line. I formed line and ordered a charge, which
was obeyed promptly, but after running about three miles 1 got close

enough to discover that 1 was chasing Captain Stotts. By this time
it was getting dark. It rained and was very dark. Early next
morning I started 200 men under Captain Morris, all the available cav
alry force that I could raise. They went in five miles of Carthage on
the south side of Spring River, then turned north, crossed the river,
came up White Oak Creek without making

1

any discovery, but the

captain got reliable information that there was 400 rebels and he

thought it prudent to return to Mount Vernon, for I had but few men
left. The captain learned that they were about Carthage. I have also
received information from Arkansas that the rebel Colonel Brooks was
in War Eagle, in Arkansas, with from 500 to 700 men and intended to

join Major Piercey below this and take this place. 1 will give you my
situation here. I have something over 300 men very poorly armed,
good men and will tight. Now if I can get a force from Springfield

47 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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sufficient to annihilate them it will prevent Brooks from joining them.
There is plenty of rebel forage in Jasper County that ought to be used

by the Federals if possible to do so.

My informant as to Brooks is Major Moore ;
he has just returned from

a scout near Berryville, in Carroll County, Ark., and brings me the in

formation. He has it from different sources. I intend to hold this

country if possible. The time is close at hand when I will stand in

need of help, but if I can get it in time I think I can make it pay. I

will refer you to Captain Kelso, Captain Allen, Lieutenant Bowers as

to the real situation of this country and also the importance, &c.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN D. ALLEN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Col. J. D. BRUTSCHE,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Springfield, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 2, 1864. Skirmish near ftuitman, Ark.

Report of Col. Abraham II. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union). \

, LEWISBURG, September 7, 186-1 7 p.m.
Detachment of forty men with ammunition for Shelby crossed at

Dardanelle on Monday last. On the 2d instant Captain Napier and
Lieutenant Carr had a skirmish with Colonel Witt, eight miles from

Quitman, killed 7, and captured Captain Livingston and 4 men of

Witt s command.
A. H. RYAN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. C. H. DYER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

SEPTEMBER 2-4, 1864. Expedition from Sedalia, Mo., to Scott s Ford, on
the Blackwater.

Report of Lieut. William Argo, Seventh Missouri 8tate Militia Cavalry.

, SEDALIA, Mo., September 4, 1864.

SIR: L have the honor to make the following report, to wit:
On the evening of the 2d we received a dispatch from Lieutenant

Houston, Company L, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State .Militia, that he
had found where the rebels were encamped near Buffalo Prairie, in

Cooper County, Mo. Their reported strength he represented 150.

Captain Vansickler, in command of post, got up a scout of forty-nve
men, Captain Allison and myself making forty-seven, aside from Lieu
tenant Stephens, who was put in command of the scout Avith secret

instructions from Captain Vansickler that in case we got into a tight I

should assume command. We started from Sedalia late in the evening
on Friday, and met Lieutenant Houston coming back, who stated there

were some 200 of the rebels, and that we could not safely attack them;
whereupon I told him that 1 would go and see where they were for the
information of the general commanding. We traveled until about 12

o clock; got in the neighborhood of where they were represented to be,
but found no sign or indication of their being there. I then struck
down the La Mine, near the mouth of Clear Creek, when struck the

trail at Pond Bottom, on the La Mine. Lieutenant Stephens wanted to
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return, and I had the utmost difficulty in persuading him to pursue. I

found that the two squads had concentrated near here after doing their

plundering and murdering, having captured between 30 and 40 horses,
a large number of arms, merchandise, &c., killing some 8 or 10 citizens,

amongst whom are the names of Captain Davis, formerly of Fourth

Cavalry Missouri State Militia, one soldier discharged at Tipton, a
butcher in the same place, at or near Pilot Grove a man by the name
of Zellers, an old gentleman by the name of Puller, another by the
name of Beel, several other Germans whose names I was unable to ob
tain. We followed them on until they crossed the Blackwater at Scott s

Ford, where we ascertained that they had been at Marshall s Ford,
three or four miles below, the evening before. We went down until we
ascertained they were most likely to be there still, but I was unable to

obtain the consent of Lieutenant Stephens to pursue any farther.

They were, feeding at Marshall s, and I think might very well have been

surprised and probably most of the property captured by using proper
precaution. The command was under Todd. I think Jackson was not

along, as there was a robbery committed on Thursday night by his band
near Longwood, which accounts for him not being there, he being with
that band. My present impression is that both bauds have their head

quarters near the mouth of Blackwater.
I have the honor to remain, most respectfully, vour obedient servant,

WM. AEGO,
Lieutenant and Provost-Marshal.

Captain STEGER.

SEPTEMBER 2-10, 1864. Scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson

County, Mo.

Report of Capt. Isaac F. jEvens, Second Colorado Cavalry.

HICKMAN MILLS, Mo., September 10, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of scouts made
from this station during the ten days ending September 10, 1864:
On the 2d instant, at 8 p. m., Lieutenant Ducey with twenty men of

Company A, Second Colorado Cavalry, left this station, mounted, to

scout toward head of Little Blue. Returned on east side. Remained
on the Blue during the night and next day (3d). Returned night of 3d
without discovering any.signs of bushwhackers. On the 5th instant
took twenty-five men of Company A, Second Colorado Cavalry, to make
a foot scout on Little, Blue, northeast from station. Followed down
Little Blue to near Camp Waggoner; from thence crossed over Big Blue

during the night. Returned on the night of the 6th without discover

ing any signs of bushwhackers. On the morning of the 8th instant I

left station with twenty five horsemen and proceeded to make a scout
on Little Blue. When five miles northeast of station, at the house ot
John Moore in tlae Little Blue timber, I discovered a bushwhacker camp
which had.just been abandoned not more than half an hour. I judged
from their trail there were thirty or forty of them. 1 followed the trail

down the Blue and found plenty of fresh tracks on every path we crossed.
1 saw a party of ten or twelve in an orchard near the railroad, to whom
I gave chase. They succeeded in getting out of sight on account of a

momentary confusion occasioned by several of my horses being thrown
by a piece of telegraph wire which was fastened between two trees and
concealed by weeds. 1 watched some houses on the Blue until about
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11 p. ni., when I started for station, when, on reaching Independence
road, I learned from the citizens that bushwhackers had just been at
several houses in the vicinity, demanded and took the uniforms, with
overcoats and blankets, from the militia, or citizen guard, which had
been issued to them by the U. S. Government. I returned to camp at
1

]&amp;gt;. m., and immediately sent out forty footmen to watch the roads
leading to Little Blue. Started out early next morning with twenty-
five mounted men, and about noon found where a large party had been
in camp half a mile from Rock Ford on Pleasant Hill road. They had
evidently left on our approach. I think there were not less than a
hundred in the party. They moved down the Blue. The foot scouts
are still out in that direction. My horses are much worn from constant

riding. Eeports are coming in by citizens of small parties seen in vari
ous directions. They have not as yet taken anything but militia cloth

ing from citizens.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
ISAAC F. EVENS,

Capt. Co. A, Second Colo. Cav., Comdg. Station, Hickman Mills.

Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN,
Commanding District of Central Missouri.

SEPTEMBER 3, 1864. Skirmishes near Rocheport, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding Dis
trict of North Missouri.

GLASGOW, Mo., September 4, 1861.

We are constantly fighting the bushwhackers. Twelve of the Third

Cavalry Missouri State Militia were surprised and killed near Rocheport
yesterday. Major Leonard killed of Anderson s gang, taking from
their dead bodies 30 revolvers and capturing 7 horses. Another party
killed 4 of the same gang and captured 25 horses. Boone and Howard
are swarming with guerrillas. Every conceivable bushwhacker, from
Bill Anderson down to Guitar, can be found in this region.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant CLARKE,
Aide-de-Camp, Saint Joseph.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1864. Affair near Donaldsonville, La,

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding
District of La Fourche.

THIBODEAUX, September /, 1S6-1.

(Received 0.40 p. in.)

About twenty-five rebels attacked the couriers coming from Plaque-
mine to Doualdsonville this morning about nine miles above Don
aldsonville. About 200 are reported there. Colonel Davis has sent

out a party on a reconnaissance.
R. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding District.

Maj. GEORGE B.- DRAKE,
Assistant Acljutan t- General.
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SEPTEMBER 4, 1864. Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial, at Greg
ory s Landing, on the White River, Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrcivs, commanding Second Divis

ion, Seventh Army (Jorpn.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Derail s Bluff, September

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;,

1864 1.30 p. m.

CAPTAIN: Tlie Celeste and Commercial have returned with Graves
own force. The other boats expected soon. On the afternoon of the
4th the boats were tired into at Gregory s Lauding. Colonel Graves
and 8 men were wounded, 1 killed, 1 since died. Graves is rather

severely wounded in the leg. The next day they went into Augusta.
No enemy there, and has not been for a month. Dobbin was reported
east of Cache River; Shelby in neighborhood of Jacksonport.

Very respectfully,
0. C. ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Little Rock.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1864. Affair near Brunswick, Mo.

Report of Col. William K. Moberhj, Thirty-fifth- Infantry Enrolled Mis
souri Militia.

HDQRS. THIRTY- FIFTH REGT. ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,
Brnnmcick, Mo., September 7, 1864.

GENERAL : I have to report that on the Oth instant Sergt. Henry
Shrader and a small squad of men, partly armed and partly unarmed,
were captured by a band of bushwhackers under the following circum
stances: Sergeant Shrader was sent out with a squad to get clean
clothes and notify absent men to come into camp, and while out on
that business was belated and overtaken by a storm. A band of bush
whackers learning his locality and situation succeeded in surrounding
him and capturing him and his squad. They were stripped and dis

armed, 4 guns being taken from them. I cannot attach any blame to

Sergeant Shrader, as I consider his capture one of those unavoidable
and unfortunate accidents to which all men are liable in war times, and
especially when immediate danger is not apprehended. Sergeant
Shrader is an unconditional Union man, a veteran soldier, and a good
officer.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
WM. E. MOBERLY,

Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

General C. B. FISK,
Commanding District of North Missouri, Saint Joseph, Mo.
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SEPTEMBER 6, 1864. Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near Brazos Santi

ago, Tex.

Report of Col. Henry M. Day, Nlnely-Jirxt Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Brazos /Santiago, Tex., September (s, 1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the following report
of a slight engagement which took place at Palmetto ranch on the Rio
Grande River, about sixteen miles from these headquarters:

Learning from my scouts that the rebels had collected a large num
ber of cattle, which they intended to sell to the French troops at Bag
dad, and that said cattle were in a bend in the river just above the
White ranch, I determined, after mature deliberation, to try and cap
ture them, and at the same time drive back the rebels from their posi

tion, as they had been annoying us in various ways very much during
the past few days. Accordingly, on the morning of the Gth I ordered
a squadron of the First Texas Cavalry and one piece of artillery (12-

pounder howitzer) to proceed up the country and accomplish the object
above-named. Maj. E. J. Noyes commanded the expedition; Capt.
P. G. Temple, the cavalry; Lieut. A. Hils, First Missouri Artillery, the

artillery. After crossing the Boca Chica Pass skirmishers were thrown
out to the right and left, and as they advanced the rebels slowly re

tired, until, reaching the Palmetto ranch, a stand was made, and brisk

tiring ensued. The main body arrived soon after, and a fair prospect
of a heavy engagement was apparent, as the rebels were haviug-re-en-
forcements from above; but our artillery opened a very effective nre

with shell, which had the effect to disperse the enemy, and the last

seen of him he was flying in confusion in the direction of Brownsville.
Word being sent me by the major commanding of his position, I ad
vanced three miles with a detachment of the Ninety-first Illinois Infan

try Volunteers to re-enforce him in case of necessity. It was not

needed, however, and the whole force returned to camp on the morning
of the 7th. The expedition was successful in its results, for a lot of

cattle were captured and brought in, and the rebels forced to leave this

section of the country.
Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, I remain, very respect

fully, your obedient servant.
H. M. DAY,

Colonel, Commanding Forces.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of the Gulf.

SEPTEMBER 6-7, 1864. Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark.

Report of Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding
brigade.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., FIRST Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., September 7, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to Special Orders, No.

91, paragraph 7, dated headquarters First Division, Seventh Army
Corps, Little Rock, Ark., September 5, 18G4, I proceeded with the
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available portion of my command, about 350 men, to Benton, Ark., and
reached there at 1.30 p. m. on the 6th instant. A small force of the

enemy was found in the town, and driven across the Saline, skirmishing
on the banks. Colonel Logan s Eleventh Arkansas Regiment, C. S.

Army, about 400 strong, was reported to be in camp three miles on the

opposite side of the Saline, no other force in the vicinity. A prisoner
of this regiment who was captured this side of Benton reported that

the main force of the enemy had retired to Arkadelphia. The citizens of

the place reported that Generals Price and Fagau, with about 4,000 cav

alry and artillery, had left there last Thursdayand taken the Hot Springs
road; some reported, however, that this force was marching toward
White River. My force remained in and about Benton nearlytwo hours.

I came back in the direction of Little Rock about four miles (Mr. Thomp
son s), not being able to get forage for my animals at any nearer place,
where I encamped for the night. This morning I marched and reached
this place at 11.30 a. m. without being disturbed by or meeting any of

the enemy. One man of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry was wounded,
also 2 horses wounded and 1 killed.

Very respectfully, &c..
JNO. F. BITTER,

Colonel First Missouri Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. A. BLOOKI.
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Seventh Army Corps.

SEPTEMBER 6-7, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La.

Itinerary of the Provisional Brigade, U. A . Colored Troops, Col. Alonzo
J. Kdyerton, tiixty-seventh if. *V. Colored Infantry, commanding.*

This brigade has, during the month of September, worked every
alternate day on the fortifications at this post, Morganza, La,

September 6. Two hundred men of the Sixty-seventh Regiment and
200 men of the Sixty-second Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. A.
O. Millington and Major Hudson, respectively, accompanied an expedi
tion beyond Bayou Sara, and returned on the afternoon of the 7th;
were in no engagement.

SEPTEMBER 6-8, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Lewisburg, Ark.,

with skirmishes at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th).

Reports of Col. Abraham JL Ryan. Tliirtl Arkansas Cavalry (Union}.

LEWISBURG, September 7, 1864 12.20 p. m.

Dockery s brigade was on the north side of the river, at Russellville,
and Dover yesterday. Yesterday morning a scout of sixty men, under
Lieutenants Mason and Gates, dashed into Norris [Norristown j

and
found Gordon s regiment, of Cabell s brigade, on picket. They drove

them from the town with no loss, and captured 13 horses. At Darda-
nelle they saw a force of the enemy with mule teams,.&c.

*Frorn monthly return.
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From a woman who had been in Dardanelle they learned that Price
was there, and in command. The rebels state that they intend capturing
this place, to help Shelby out of his scrape, and then go to Missouri.
The Chippewa left this morning, leaving her cargo here. I am press
ing everything, and will try and save it. 1 will get everything away
by 3 o clock, with the exception of the cavalry. J will send the train
to the Cadron with the Second Arkansas Infantry, and dismounted
men of the Third. An infantry force is reported as going to cross at
Red Fork, below .the Cadron. Have I anything to fear from Shelby?
I have scouts well out to keep the enemy busy as possible. 1 will hold
the line of the Cadron till I hear from you. Duplicate this to General
Steele.

A. H. RYAN,
Colonel, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. K. A. CARR.

LEWLSBURG, September 8, ISG-l 7 p.m.
Lieutenant-Colonel Fuller, with scout of 130 men, met Cabell in cav

alry and infantry force twenty miles from here, on Springfield and Dover
road, en route for this place. Fuller was surrounded, but cut his way
out; Lieutenants Wishard, Carr, Greene, and 30 men missing. Have
sent word to Colonel Stephenson to start the train for Little Hock im

mediately. Have sent courier after the other scouting parties. J have
everything in readiness to advance or retreat soon as scouts get in.

A. H. HYAN,
Colonel, Com mandinu.

Brig. Gen. K. A. ( Aim.

September 8, 1864 8.40 p. m.

Lieutenants Carr, Wishard, and Greene have come in, Greene slightly
wounded. 1 do not think our loss will exceed L&quot;&amp;gt; killed, wounded, and

missing. There are three brigades of the enemy Dockery s, Cabell s,

and, 1 think, Fagau s. I presume the enemy will move to Springrield
and try and cut us off from the Cadron. Our horses are pretty well

used
ii]&amp;gt;;

am giving them a few hours. If there are any horses to spare
in Little Hock, 1 trust we ( .an get some, as we need them badly.

A. H. RYAN,
Colonel, Comma ndiny.

Brig. Gen. K. A. CARR.

SEPTEMBER 6-12, 1864. Scouts in Boone and Howard Counties, Mo., with
skirmishes (7th and 8th) in Boone County.

Report of Bri(/. (fen. Joseph 7&amp;gt;. Dour/Ian*. Enrolled Missouri Militia.

HDQRS. EIGHTH MIL. DTST., ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,
Mexico, September 12, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I left this place on the

6th instant with 200 men of the First Iowa Cavalry, and divided them
into three squads; marched in the direction of Booue County; camped
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the first night fifteen miles in the edge ot Boone County. Next morn

ing divided my men again. Soon came upon a small rebel camp of

about twenty-five men; routed them, they running in every direction.

Camped that night at Columbia. Started out next morning early;
traveled north some ten miles in two columns, thoroughly scouring the

brush between my two columns, and right and left. Found Captain
Todd with fifty men; had a skirmish with him, wounding some 4 or 5

of his men, killed 1 horse, captured 1, and some 14 guns (completely
breaking up his command for the time being). 1 then turned west,
went into Howard County. Camped for the night on the Moniteau
Creek; sent that night to Fayette for Major Leonard to meet me that

night; but he did not arrive until the next morning. On his arrival

1 learned for the first time that you had ordered troops to Glasgow,
and not knowing the intention of the move, I determined to move the
First Iowa Cavalry back in thePerche Hills. Ordered Major Leonard,
after scouring the country around liocheport (which was done in con

junction wit! i the Iowa Cavalry), to move north and east of Fayette,
thence west, and open communication with troops from Glasgow. I

wrote you of my intended move, but learned on my arrival at head

quarters last night (from Major Evans) that you had not received my
letter. I was in the saddle constantly for six days, and the only
regret that I have is that my scout was not more successful in killing
these bands in place of routing them. Nothing will dispirit these
marauders so much as surprising and cutting them to pieces. This
must be done, and I am again ready to take the field for that purpose.
1 was exceedingly anxious to find Bill Anderson, and let some small
bodies pass almost unnoticed, with a view of finding him. He was in

the neighborhood of Kocheport, but the most of his men were divided
out with other commands. The number of men in bodies of from

twenty to eighty in Boone County number about 200. Other small
bodies would swell the number to, say, 300 men. This does not include

Holtzclaw, who, I learn, was in Howard County, or Frank Davis ba*nd,
and divers other bands in the surrounding counties.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. DOUGLASS,

Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FISK,
Saint Joseph, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 7, 1864. Affair at Centralia, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. .risk, U. S. Anity, commanding District

of North Missouri.

SAINT JOSEPH, Mo., September 7, 1804.

The guerrillas stopped a freight train on North Missouri Railroad,
near Centralia Station, early this morning, and stole four car-loads of
horses therefrom. They are said to have captured 2 officers and 4 or
5 enlisted men. General Douglass has troops after them.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- General.

Col. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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ADDENDA.

SAINT CHARLES, September 7, 1864.

(Received 11.15 a. m.)
Hon. ISAAC H. STURGEON,

President:

One hundred bushwhackers took four cars of horses from our freight
train, No. 4, at Centralia, this morning. Delayed train nearly three
hours. No other damage done that I have heard of. The train lias just
arrived at Mexico.

Respectfully,
D. H. FITCH.

Just received. We still have no guard at Perruque bridge. I do
not know what can be done to&amp;gt; exterminate these devils. 1 hope a levy
of $15,000 will be made on the sympathizers near Centralia to pay for
these horses and at once collected. In an hour or sooner if you wish.

Respectfully,
ISAAC H. STURGEON,

President.

SEPTEMBER 7-11, 1864. Expeditions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake
Fausse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., with affair (8th) at

Labadieville.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, 1
T

. S. Army, commanding District of La
Fourche.

No? 2. Maj. John H. Clybourn, Twelfth Illinoin Cavalry.
No. 3. Capt. William .1. 8teele, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 4. Capt. Dudley C. Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.
No. 5. Acting Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard, U. S. Navy.

No. 1.

Reports of Briij. den. Robert A. Cameron, U. $. Army, commanding
District of La Fourche.

HEADQUARTERS LA FOURCHE DISTRICT,
Thibofleaux, La., September 11, 18M.

Capt. FREDERIC SPEED,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Defenses of New Orleans:

CAPTAIN: Inclosed I send you copies of various reports which I have
received, which will show the general something of what I am doing
to keep advised of the movements of the, enemy. The two men spoken
of in Lieutenant Leonard s report are two spies I sent out some time
since into the rebel camps. They have not yet returned, but I have no
fear that they are taken. I do not believe that there are any torpedoes
in Bayou Long or Belle River, from the fact that it would be very difficult

to get them there, much more so than the points our boats go over every
day, and because the man who reported it is inclined to make much
capital out of a little and is not wholly reliable. But this is only my
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opinion, and as I am not responsible for the boats or the lives of the

men, 1 do not feel inclined to urge our friends of the navy over what
they may consider dangerous ground.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding District.

[Indorsement.]

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
September 13, 1864.

Approved and forwarded to department headquarters for information.
The horses captured on Bayou Pigeon are those of our horses cap

tured by the enemy from Gentilly s plantation a few days previous.
The destruction of boats, &c., now going on in the lakes and bayous is

in pursuance of instructions from these headquarters, and will be con
tinued until all means of navigation are taken from the enemy. As to

the torpedoes said to exist on Belle River (Lower Grand), that is a point
which will soon be cleared up. As soon as the operations I have
now under way are completed, Belle River and the whole peninsula of
rebels and copperheads behind Lake Verret will receive marked atten
tion.

T. W. SHERMAN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

THIBODEAUX, September 9, 1864.

(Received 9.10 a. in.)

A party of some forty rebels entered the village of Labadieville,
nine miles from here, last night abouj; 10 o clock. Our patrol found
them and brought in word immediately. Dispatched Major Con-
over, of the Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, with about sixty
men, all I could raise without waiting to relieve the pickets. A dis

patch from him at 4 o clock this morning says that the rebels murdered
Mr. Guerriu, who was the most active, energetic, and valuable Union
friend we had in the whole district. They robbed the place of a large
amount of goods, all they could carry away, and left. Major Conover
is now in pursuit. The dismounting of the Eighteenth New York Cav
alry necessitates me to ask for cavalry. I cannot protect the points,
clear the country, or punish these rascals without.

R. A. CAMERON,
Brigadier- General of Volunteer*.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistan t Adjutant- General.

THIBODEAUX, September .9, 1864.

(Received 7.30 p. m.)

Major Conover has returned, bringing back 8 horses and 2 guns,
left by the enemy. He pursued them through the woods belly deep
to his horses until they reached a little bayou, name not known,
where they took their skiffs and went into Lake Verret. They are the
same party which surprised the scouts of the Sixteenth Indiana the
other night, and are camped on Little Bayou Pigeon. While the guerril-
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las, who are a portion of the Eighteenth Louisiana Infantry and move
about in canoes, were absent from their camp yesterday on this expedi
tion, one of our gun-boats entered Bayou Pigeon, recaptured 21 horses,
10 saddles, and 6 muskets, and destroyed a large number of small

boats, and took 1 prisoner.
E. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Ma]. G. B. DRAKE,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Report* of Maj. John H. Clybonrn, Twelfth Illinois Carair}/.

NAPOLEONYTLLE, LA., September &amp;lt;s,
18G4.

I have sent out Captain Steele with one battalidn of the Twelfth
Illinois Cavalry to scorn- the country about Grand River, Bayou Nat

chez, Bayou Pigeon, and Grand Lake, to destroy all boats that may
in any way aid the enemy as transportation across these streams. I

will keej) you informed of any engagements that may take place.

Respectfully,
JOHN H. CLYBOURN.

Major, Conimantliny Post.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

NAPOLEONVTLLE, LA., September 11, 1864.

Captain Steele has returned from his expedition to Grand Lake. He
captured 4 prisoners, 5 horses, and destroyed some 40 boats on the dif

ferent lakes and bayous.
JOHN H. CLYBOURN,

Major, Commanding 7 o.s-/.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant General.

No. 3.

*

Report of Capt. William J. tftcele. Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.

NAPOLEONVILLE. LA., September 11, 1804.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following as the result of

the party sent out scouting from this place on the 7th instant in

accordance with orders:
I left Napoleouville on the morning of the 7th instant with 150 men

and six officers, marched by way of Paincourtville to Grand Bayou,
crossed the bayou, and camped for the night on Madam Le Bar s planta
tion; started daylight next morning; moved up bayou to saw-mill with

intention of crossing swamp to upper side of Lake Natchez, thus sav

ing distance of twenty-five miles, but found it impossible, the mud
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being- so stiff that horses could scarcely move. I then went the only
passable road up Grand Bayou, and struck the Mississippi at Mr.
Kecard s plantation, about eight miles this side of Bayou Goula; took

nooning at Kecard s, and reached Plaqueinine just at dark; drew for

age and rations and started at daybreak 9th instant; marched along
Bayou Plaquemiue to Mr. Koau s plantation on Bayou Sorrel, destroy
ing some twenty flat-boats, capable of crossing from four to forty
horses, and some forty or fifty pirogues, skiffs, and small boats. I also

destroyed a boat load of smugglers goods, consisting of one barrel of

rasps, one keg of tiles, and a quantity of stationery; could find no
owner for it. Captured 7 horses ready saddled; they belonged to

bushwhackers, who upon our approach saw no way of escaping, left

their horses and hid in the woods, where it was impossible to find

them on account of the underbrush. On Koau s plantation I captured
4 prisoners without arms and 2 horses with equipments. They belonged
to the same party that attacked the Sixteenth Indiana, and were with
the party that had the captured horses, when the gun-boat suddenly
came upon them at Micheltre s plantation, at the month of Bayou
Pigeon, and recaptured the horses and equipments. The men all took
the woods and escaped, except the few that I came across and cap
tured. There is no force of the enemy this side of Bayou Plaqueinine,
Bayou Sorrel, Bayou Pigeon, or Grand Bayou, more than a few bush
whackers, which a force of twenty-five men could any time master.
There is now no way of crossing the above-named bayous, except by
building new rafts or swimming, which may be done at several points.
Learned that a party that captured the Sixteenth Indiana had crossed
into the State with their prisoners: also that there were two regiments
of the enemy in the neighborhood of Franklin and the Teche, the First
and Fourth Louisiana Infantry. Thinking it useless to proceed far

ther I returned, arriving in Plaquemine the same night; left Plaque-
mine on the morning of the 10th; camped seven miles from Donaldsou-
ville, and arrived at Napoleonville about noon of the llth instant, hav
ing marched a distance of 175 miles, meeting.with no opposition what
ever.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. STEEL E,

Captain Company C, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.

Brigadier-General CAMERON.
Commanding District of La Fourche.

No. 4.

Report of Capt. Dudley C. Wymaii, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

BRASHEAR CITY, September 9, 1861.

SIR: I have the honor to report the following as the result of the

expedition which left here Wednesday evening:
1 took my command on board the gun-boat 41 at sundown and pro

ceeded to Grand Lake, where the command was transferred to 49.

We remained at anchor until daylight, when we weighed anchor and
proceeded to Pigeon Bayou. Our entrance was effected easily, con

sidering the snags and the narrowness of the channel. Our progress
was slow, as the boat was unwieldy and the bayou narrow and far from
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being straight. We proceeded with caution, aud after several hours
labor arrived at the mouth ot Grand Kiver. On rounding abend in the

bayou a boat with four men in it was discovered crossing- the bayou;
one of the men was swimming a horse. I instantly ordered my men on
the lookout to fire, and passed the word to the captain of the boat to
man the guns. At the first shot from the bow guns the men in the
boat jumped overboard, swam to the shore, and took to the woods. Our
boat landed as soon as possible, and my force being small it was
deemed prudent not to pursue. On landing, pickets were stationed and
a detail sent to take on board the horses left by the rebels. They
were mostly U. S. horses, supposed to have been captured by them
at

Napoleonyille. We succeeded in bringing them on board, twenty in

all, with equipments for ten. We captured one man, J. B. Brogdon,
Fourth Louisiana Cavalry, from whom we learned that the party who
escaped consisted of a sergeant and fifteen men, and were on their way
to join their regiment at Franklin. I also took on board two hogs
heads of sugar and three barrels of molasses; also eight guns. We
afterward proceeded up to Mr. Micheltre s plantation, where I found
a man, named S. J. Fount, having the appearance of a smuggler, aud
as he could give no account of himself 1 had him arrested and taken
on board. Finding the snags numerous and the depth of the water
insufficient for the boat, we succeeded with some trouble in turning and
started immediately for Grand Lake. Our progress was slow for rea
sons given, and after several hours hard work, breaking through what
seemed to be forests, we reached the mouth of the bayou at 7 o clock
minus some of our upper works. In attempting to run out in the dark
ness the boat got aground, aud after fruitless efforts to get oft we were
forced to remain all night. In the morning the 41 was seen coming out
of the Atchafalaya. and we signaled to her. She assisted us out of the

bayou and we steamed toward Brashear. Xear the entrance of Grand
Lake we met the 43, and in company with her we went to Brashear.
After landing I marched the command to quarters.

I have the honor to be, yours, &c.,
DUDLEY C. WYMAN,

Captain Company (/, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

Colonel HARRIS.

Reports of Aetg. Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard, U. S. Navy.

BRASHEAR CITY, September 7, 1864.

SIR: A gun-boat is now exploring Lake Fausse Pointe and Grand
Lake. The boat which leaves to-night goes through Bayou Pigeon as
far as Grand River. I understand that torpedoes have been placed in

Grand River and Bayou Long, and do not think it prudent to send a

gun-boat through either to reach Lake Natchez. I will send for those
two men on Friday.

Very respectfully,
E. .LEONARD,

Lieutenant, Commanding Naval Forces.

Brigadier-General CAMERON.
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BRASHEAR CITY, LA., September 8, 1864.

SIR: The gun-boat Carrabasset destroyed in Lake Fausse Poiute

yesterday a large flat-boat,.sixty feet long and substantially built, with
iron knees, &c., and a lot of skiffs. The gun-boat tired into the enemy s

pickets and killed 4 horses.

The Carrabasset is now in Bayou Pigeon with sixty soldiers on
board.

Very respectfully,
EZRA LEONARD,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. R. A. CAMERON,

Commanding District.

U. S. S. CARRABASSET,
Berwick Bay, September 9, 1864.

SIR: The gun-boat I sent into Bayou Chene for those two scouts has
returned without them. They were to be there at 9 a. m. I ordered
the boat to remain until noon and blow the whistle often. They were
furnished with a pirogue. The boat from Bayou Pigeon reports that of

the severity seven rebels in the attack on Napoleonville, fifteen crossed
over to Franklin with the prisoners; the remainder returned to the La
Fourche District. The boat reached there just as a party was crossing-

thirty horses, of which number she captured 21. The enemy have a

camp on Lake Natchez where there is only two feet and a half of water
at present. Captain Washburne will be here again in a day or two and
then I shall be glad to go through Bayou Long and Belle River, but 1

cannot take the responsibility of sending a boat as I got my information
about the torpedoes from Captain W. himself. Company G, Eleventh
Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers, Capt. Dudley C. Wyman, accompanied
the boat to Bayou Pigeon and rendered efficient service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EZRA LEONARD,

Acty. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comda. Naval Force pro tempore.

Brig. Gen. R. A. CAMERON,
Commanding .District.

P. S. The provost-marshal will send the prisoner.

Respectfully,
E. L.

SEPTEMBEE 8, 1864. Skirmishes near Hornersville and Gayoso, Mo.

No. i. Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hillcr, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.
No. 2. Capt. James W. Edwards, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hitter, Second Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 12, 1864.

Have just heard from the forces I sent out under Captains Mc-
Clanahan and Edwards. They came upon the forces of Colonel Clark
and Major Parrott in Dunklin County, and drove them out of the State;
killed 7 of them, captured li prisoners, and a number of horses and
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arms. Lieutenant Miller, Company D, Second Missouri State Militia,
severely wounded in the neck. No other casualties on our side. A
part of my forces are still out. Will forward you the official report as
soon as they return.

H. M. HILLER,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

General EWING.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 12, 1864.

Captain McClanahan, whom I sent in command of the forces into
Diinklin County, reports that he found Major Parrott with 200 men
encamped near the Arkansas line, four miles below Hornersville, and
attacked him last Thursday evening; he killed 13 of the rebels -and
captured o, and took 20 horses and a number of arms. The next day
Captain Edwards came upon a part of the same rebel force, and killed
7 and captured 2, as previously reported. No loss on our side.

II. M. HILLER.
Lieutenant- Colonel.

General EWING.

Report of Capt. James W. Edwards, Second jritwoitri State Militia Cav
alry.

NEW MADRID, September 1;&amp;gt;,
1864.

I left you on Thursday, the 8th instant, and proceeded toward Gayoso.
Ran into a squad of guerrillas soon after L crossed the swamp and killed
3 and wounded 1

;
the rest scattered in the cane and swamp. We wTere

tired into by a squad of about fortv under Colonel Clark from across
Pemiscot Bayou. We returned the tire, killing 4, wounding 1, and took
2 prisoners. Lieutenant Miller was shot through the neck here, which
was our only loss. I should have crossed the bayou and followed them
if they had not scattered and Lieutenant Miller had not been so badly
wounded. They scattered in every direction going toward Little Run
Swamp. We captured 5 horses and a few stand of arms. Had 3 horses
shot. Saw nothing of any guerrillas Friday and we arrived here Sat
urday evening completely tired out. I think Colonel Clark has about
played out and will not be able to do us any more damage very soon.

Respectfully,
J. W. EDWARDS,

Captain ,
tCc.

Captain MCCLANAHAN,
Commanding Expedition, Cape Girardeax, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1864. Attack on Steamer J. D. Perry, at Clarendon, Ark.

Report of Bricj. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, commanding Second Divis

ion, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalVs Muff, September !), 1864 7 p. m.

GENERAL: Steamer J. D. Perry, with some of General Mower s com-
maud, was to-day tired into by about 100 men just below Clarendon,
from Clarendon side. I hope you will not forget my need of troops



CHAP. L1II.] EXPEDITION FROM PINE BLUFF, ARK. 753

here. I have only part of a cavalry regiment (eight companies of

Eleventh Missouri) and eight of the Twelfth Michigan. Am worried

every hour for lack of means to do the work. The transportation and
officers baggage of the Twelfth Michigan have already gone to Browns
ville.

Very respectfully,
C. C. AXDKEWS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Maj. Gen. F. STEELE,

Little Rock.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1864. Affair on the Warrensburg road, near Warrens-

burg, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Hazel F. Lazear, First Missouri /State Militia

Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND SUB-DISTRICT,
In the Field, September 13, 1864.

CAPTAIN: [ have the honor to report for the information of the gen
eral commanding that since my report of the 10th Lieutenant Teel
returned from his foot scout near Dover, and reports no guerrillas in

that vicinity after Major Mullins went east. Lieutenant Augustine
reports that on the 9th he came upon a party of four on the Warrens-
burg road just as they had completed robbing the Warrensburg mail.

In the chase after them he captured one of their horses and thinks one
of the party was wounded. The main body are now in the western

part of La Fayette County. Captain Meredith is also in that direction
with 100 men. On the 15th I will move east to Republican Church,
where my command will concentrate to receive rations. I have noth

ing later from Saline than my last report;.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. LAZEAE,

Lieut. Col. First Cav. Mo. Mate Militia, Commanding.
Capt. .1. II. STEGKER,

- Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrensburg, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 9-11, 1864. Expedition from Pine Bluff toward Monticello,

Ark., with skirmishes near Monticello (10th) and at Brewer s Lane (llth).

REPORTS.
No. 1. Hriji. (ion. Powell Clayton. T. S. Army.
No. 2. M;ij. Thomas \V. Sruddrr. Fifth Kansas Cavalry.

No. 3. Capt. John W. Lewis, Assistant Adjutant-General, C. S. Army.

Xo. 1.

Reports &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f Brig. Gen. Powell Clayton. C. X. Army.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., September //, 186-i ~&amp;gt;.45 p. m.

Colonel Krskine, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with . &amp;gt;00 men, left

here on the morning of the 9th at daylight, drove in the pickets at
Monticello early the next morning, captured 3 prisoners, ascertained

48 R R VOL XLi, IT l
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positively that there are now three brigades of infantry at Montieello,
namely, Parson s\ Hawthorn s, and Dockery s, numbering- between
3,000 and 4,000 men, and one battery of artillery two 12-pounders and
four 6-pounders. Prisoners captured said 7,000 cavalry and 7,000 infan

try, under Generals Walker and Prince Poliguac, were on their way to

Monticello from Louisiana, and that the cavalry was already on Bayou
Bartholomew, twenty-three miles from Monticello; ascertained positively
that there are no troops at Princeton, except about 150 cavalry. Church-
hill s division of infantry left Princeton on the morning of the 9th for

Camdeu 2,500 strong, mostly conscripts and poorly armed. All infor

mation gathered from deserters say that Price has from 8,000 to 15,000
men poorly mounted and not very well armed, with sixteen pieces of

artillery. He was also reported to have a large amount of arms and
ammunition for arming and equipping recruits. All goes to show that

he has gone on his way to Missouri. Was attacked to-day about twenty
miles out on the Warren road by Lane s brigade, numbering about

1,000 men. After a severe fight of about an hour s duration succeeded
in cutting the way through ; supposed to have killed 20 or 30 rebels

and took 8 prisoners. Loss to ourselves about 20 men. A rebel lieuten

ant, who was severely wounded and captured, said that we were attacked

by Lane s brigade just from Louisiana, that they were encamped twenty
miles from Monticello, wliere we drove in their pickets, and were sent

for to intercept us. This confirmed reports of prisoners previously
captured that there were troops on the way from Louisiana to Monti-
cello.

POWELL CLAYTON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

PINE BLUFF, September /,:
,
186-L

No news from the enemy to-day. In the skirmish yesterday, seven
teen miles from here, we lost 2 men killed, 5 wounded, and 2 officers

and 11 men missing.
POWELL CLAYTON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Captain DYER,

Assista n t Adj it ta n t- General.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. Thotnax W. Scudder, Fifth K&amp;lt;(nn&amp;lt;tn

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH KANSAS CAVALRY,
September J;J, 1M1-L

COLONEL : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by my command (First Indiana and Fifth Kansas Cavalry) in

the late expedition toward Monticello:
[ reported at headquarters September 9 at 4 a. m. with sixty men of

the Fifth Kansas and one gun from the First Indiana. Owing to some
mistake in the detail the First Indiana did not report until we were
some seven miles out on the lower road. Captain Kyler then came up
with thirty men. I marched during the day in the center, camped with

the rest at the cross-roads, about fourteen miles from Monticello. That
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night detailed Lieutenant Wood with fifteen men, who reported to you
at 3 a. 111. for special service. Lieutenant Teinpleton with other details,
I believe, assumed command, although Lieutenant Wood was the rank

ing officer. The result of their reconnaissance has been already reported
to you by Lieutenants Wood and Teinpleton. September 10, marched
in advance in the direction of Mount Elba; camped at night near the
Mount Elba and Pine Bluff road. September 11, detailed eight men to

report to you for a scout in direction of the crossing of Saline Kiver.
Marched at sunrise in the rear. The men who went to the crossing re

joined me near Cheney s Store, on the Pine Bluff road, near MeGhee s

plantation. Detached by your order Lieutenant Jenkins and Company
G, Fifth Kansas, to report to you for scout toward the fords of the Sa
line River above Mount Elba. About eighteen miles from Pine Bluff
heard sharp h ring in front. Moved up, and found the advance had
already driven the enemy. Fell back to my position in the rear. Had
marched but a short distance when tiring commenced upon the right
flank a little ahead of me. The enemy were again repulsed. The col

umn moved on a little way, when we were attacked almost simultane

ously in Hank and rear. The men were for a time thrown in confusion.
I finally succeeded in rallying them; held the enemy in check for a
time. Captain Kyler, First Indiana, acting as extreme rear guard, was
cut off from the main body, but by sharp fighting, and making a short
detour to the left, rejoined me. Here we had a severe contest for our

howitzer; the artillerymen abandoned it, with the exception of the

sergeant in command; the firing was heavy and continuous. At this

juncture Lieutenant Jenkins, who had heard the firing and pushed with
all speed toward us. came up the road in the enemy s rear, and gallantly

charging them, cut his way through, with the loss of 1 man severely
wounded, I finally succeeded, gallantly assisted by Lieutenant Quinn,
Thirteenth Illinois, in getting the gun away and bringing it saiely to

town. From this point until the Warren cross-roads were reached,
a distance of four miles, 1 was hotly engaged in repelling successive

charges of the enemy upon our rear. Reached the cross-roads and
found you, colonel, in line of battle, greatly to my relief. By your
order formed upon the right. After awaiting the appearance of the

enemy for some time, with the remainder I marched toward town. As
to the nature of the fighting, the number of the enemy, &c., it is

unnecessary for me to speak, you, colonel, having a better knowledge
of that than any other person. From the nature of the attack (three
sides at once), the men at first were terribly confused, but after it had
finally developed itself they did nobly.

In conclusion, I cannot speak too highly of the valuable aid rendered
me by Lieutenant Quinn, Thirteenth Illinois; Lieutenant Bonde,
Seventh Missouri; Captain Kyler, First Indiana, and Lieutenants Jen
kins, Wood, and Stevenson, Fifth Kansas Cavalry. The sergeant com
manding the howitzer, for his behavior in standing bravely by his gun
when nearly all the men deserted him. if otherwise capable, 1 htartily
recommend through you to the Governor of his State for promotion.

I have to report the following list of casualties: Fifth Kansas
Killed, 1; wounded, 4; missing, 1; total, 0. First Indiana Wounded
and left, 4; missing, 1; total, 5; grand total, 11.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. \V. SCUDDER,

J[ajor Fifth Kansas Cavalry* Commanding.
Colonel ERSKINE,

Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry* Commanding Late Expedition.
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No. 3.

Report of Capt. John W. Lewis, Assistant Adjutant-General, C. #. Army.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS,
Camden, September 13, L864.

GENERAL: I am instructed by Major-General Magrucler to inform
you that reliable information has been received that 8,000 Federal
troops have gone up White River to re-enforce General Steele. A party
of 500 of the enemy advanced toward Monticello; were forced by us
to retire, taking- the direction of Pine Hluff; were pursued by Colonel
Crump, commanding- a regiment of Texas cavalry of Major-General
Whartoirs command and driven to within six miles of Pine Bluff,

resulting- in the killing- of of the enemy and wounding- 12. Three
were wounded and none killed on our side.*

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. LEWIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE,
Commanding, &c.

SEPTEMBER 9-12, 1864. Expedition from Fort Pike, La., to the Pearl River.

Report of Lieut. Col. Alfred (f. Hall. Hwnty-fmtrth U. H. Colored

Troops.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Pike, La., September /o, JH&amp;lt;;.J.

SIR : I have the honor to report the results of the expedition up Pearl

River, made in conformity to orders from the commanding general:
1 left Fort Pike at U a. m. September 10, 1804, on the steamer J. D.

Swain with a force of 200 men. I proceeded up West Pearl River to
a point called Deer Island Landing, where 1 landed my men at 11.15
a. m. and inarched along the road leading- from the lauding into the
country. At 12.10 a. in. 1 reached a house formerly occupied by John
Porter; the house is now deserted. At 12.45 I reached the house of
Widow .Joyner. I found no one there but women and children. I was
informed by Mrs. Joyner that three horsemen had passed her house
that morning at about 10 o clock riding toward the landing, armed with
shotguns and pistols, probably a squad of the fellows we were after,
en route to warn their friends of our approach, having seen the smoke
of the steamer as she came up the river. 1 was unable to gain any
other information of the jayhawkers at this place. The women stated
that those that had passed the house that morning were the first they
had seen for months. I resumed march at 1.25 p. m., sending one-half
of my force, under Lieutenants Gallagherand Morrison, back half a mile
over the road I had just come, to take a branch road to go to the house of
a man named Sadler,while I with the remainder of the men kept on with
the intention of visiting the place of a man named Snyder. I reached the
house of Mrs. Mitchell; no one to be seen but women and children. I
could get no information there; they say they know nothing of the rebel

* Some irrelevant matter omitted.
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cavalry. Left Mrs. Mitchell s at JL.35 p. m. There were two roads from

here, and through mistake of the guide I took the wrong road. The
guide discovered his mistake after marching about one mile and took
the shortest way across the country to gain the right road. After

marching several miles J found myselfon the right road about one-fourth
of a mile from Mitchell s. The road I should have taken runs nearly
at right angles with the one I took. The other party gave the signal
that they had reached Sadler s and I concluded to join them instead of

going to Snyder s: 1 arrived at Sadler s at 2.15 p. m. I was unable to

learn anything definite of the cavalry. A party of them had been
there three days before and searched the house for rebel deserters.

There was no one at home at the time but two women, one an invalid.

They could not tell the number of men in the party. I obtained horses
at Sadler s and accompanied by my adjutant proceeded to the house of

Snyder, about two miles from Sadler s.

From information gained there and elsewhere I concluded that if I

should run up East Pearl or Pearl River proper I should be able to

find the party of cavalry or hear of them in the vicinity of Gainesville.
I re-embarked and started for East Pearl at 5.. 50 p. in. I ran up as far as
Pearl in gton, and laid off at that place till 5.30 a. m. the 12th; proceeded
to a bluff about two miles and a half above Pearlington. I landed and
sent a party under Lieutenant Sternes to Homer s Bridge, about three
miles from the landing. He returned at S a. m., reporting no signs of
the enemy. I landed again near Xapoleon, marched through the

town, scouting the country back of it. _ round nothing of the cavalry
at this place, and no news of them. The country here is nearly deserted.
I was informed here that the news of our coming was far ahead of us,
as they could see our steamer for a number of miles down the river. I

proceeded from this point to Gainesville, fitieen miles above Pearling
ton, and here learned that five of the rebel cavalry had been there the

day previous. At Gainesville one man, William Marsen, was brought
in by the guard. He claims to be a paroled prisoner; but I have
good evidence that he is connected with them, and has been employed
in driving cattle for the commissary department, rebel army. There
are probably a number of rebel cavalry at Honey Island, about nine
miles from Gainesville; but with our steamer it was useless to attempt
their capture, our approach being known to them hours before, and
unless they choose to fight us they could easily avoid us. I would

respectfully suggest that in any future expedition the troops be landed
at some point near the fort on the rebel side and marched through the

country, mounting if needs be. Although unsuccessful in overtaking
any rebel force, the inhabitants expressed the desire that our troops
come often.

I have the honor to be, sir. very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED G. HALL,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post.

Capt. F. SPEED,
Asut. Adjt. Gen., Defense* of N~ew Orleans.

[First indorsement.]

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
September 14, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters.
This expedition was authorized on receiving a telegram from Colonel

Hall, of which inclosed is a copy. Instead of going direct to Pearl
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River Island, as lie suggested in his telegram, he appears to have
gone up West Pearl River and landed his force on the main or the
west side. No wonder that he was unsuccessful, if the enemy was, as
he stated, on Pearl River Island. Jt is not easy to see how a small

body of jayhawkers Avould have remained on Pearl River Island on
seeing our steamer moving about all day on the Lower West Pearl
River. Of the management of the expedition, as I understand it, I

disapprove.
T. W. SHERMAN,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Second indorsement. 1

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP THE GULF,
New Orleans, September -16, ISGi.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army,
through headquarters Military Division of the West Mississippi, for

information.
N. P. BANKS,

Major- General, Commanding.

[Inclosure.]

FORT PIKE, September JO, 18C4.

F. SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

SiR: Fifteen miles from here, at Pearl River Island, are 125 jay-
hawkers. They killed 1 citizen, a Union man, outright. They can be

gotten at in two ways one by steamer through East Pearl River,
another by Bayou Macomb.

Respectfully,
ALFRED G. HALL,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

SEPTEMBER 9-12, 1864. Scout from Lewisburg to Norristown and Rus-

sellville, Ark., with skirmishes.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
tieptemher 1~!, 1SC&amp;gt;4.

Captain Clear, Company D, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned this

p. 111. He left Lewisburg on the morning of the lth instant; he
went to Norristown and Russellville, charging into both places, kill

ing 2 rebels near Russellville; he reports Price s force to be at least

15,000 men and 18 pieces of artillery, all the men mounted, with the

exception of 200, who act as train guards. Price lett Dover Saturday
a. m. going toward Burrowsville for the avowed purpose of going to

Missouri. Captain Clear started on scout with thirty-eight men, re

turning with fifteen. The remainder are in the brush and will remain
till relieved. The horses gave out before reaching the Cadron. 11 idiug
their horse equipments, the party came through on foot, swimming the

Cadron eight miles above the ferry-crossing. Captain Clear and live

of his men came down on the Chippewa from the Palarm, the other ten
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coining through by land. By letter received this p. in. from Lewisburg,
I learn that Gordon s regiment left there Saturday a. in., stating that

they were to join Slielby, who was to cut the communications of and
starve the forces out of Little Rook.

Respectfully,
A. II. RYAX,

Colonel, dec.

Capt. C. H. DYER.
Anfiist&amp;lt;t)it Adjutant-General, District

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;/

Little Rock.

SEPTEMBER 9-14, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Alexander F. Rice, Sixtieth U. 8. Colored Troop*.,

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY D,
Helena, Ark., September 15, 1861.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to transmit the following report of a
five days scout under my command, composed of twenty men of the
Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry:

Started trom here on the 9th; inarched to Thomas Station, five miles

from the mouth Saint Francis River; camped until the next evening.
Sent out squads frequently during the day; captured 1 man, William

Bailess, and 2 horses. Went from there to Mrs. Rodgers, some fifteen

miles. Broke camp at 8 o clock next morning and went to Alligator

Bayou. Captured 1 man and horse on the way. Camped until next

evening; captured 2 men while there, also a horse. The command then

parted. A portion, mounted, crossed over to Thomas Station. The
rest came down the river in skiffs. Camped until the morning of the
14th. Captured while there 5 mules and 2 horses. also 1 prisoner- and 1

carbine. The names of the prisoners are as follows: William Bailess,
and Peter Nance, Captain Briscoe s company, Dobbin s regiment;
James Copelin and Urbin Day, Captain Coates company, Dobbin s

regiment: Joseph A. Echles, adjutant. Sixth Texas Cavalry.
A. F. RICE,

Second Lieut. Co. E, doth I . S
r

. Colored Tufty., Comdg. Scout.

Lieut. F. E. SNOW,
Acting Asaiatant Adjutant- General.

SEPTEMBER 10, 1864. Skirmish near Roanoke, Mo.

REPORTS.
No. 1.- Hrijj. G&amp;lt;MI. C linton 15. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District of North Mis-

Bouri.

No. 2. Maj. Austin A. Kiiiy, jr.. Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton E. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District

of North Missouri.

SAINT JOSEPH, September 11, 1864.

The detachment sent out from Glasgow yesterday under Major
King, Sixth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, attacked Holtzclaw s

band, numbering sixty, just east of Roanoke, in Howard County, and
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gave him a running fight of five miles. Six of the villains were killed,
several of their horses and. a large number of shotguns and revolvers
were captured. In the chase 2 of our men were wounded, 1 severely.
The First Iowa are stirring up the bushwhackers in Boone.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- Genera L

Col. O. IX GREENE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Chief of .S /^/f, tiaint Louis.

No. 2.

Report of Ma). Austin A. Kina,jr., tfi.rfli JfmoM/-/ Mate Militia ( a rain/.

FAYETTE, September 11, l^d-f.

I came upon IToltzclaw s command yesterday east of Roanoke,
in Howard (.Bounty. They numbered about sixty men. They did
not stand long against my advance under command of Captain
Turner, who charged them as soon as he came upon them. A running
fight of five miles ensued, in which we killed G and wounded several

men, captured horses, and at least a do/en shotguns, with a loss of
2 of my men wounded, 1 severely. I Avill move again to-morrow, my
horses being now badly run down.

AUSTIN A. KING, JR.,

Major, &amp;lt;(r.

. General Frsiv.
A DDE N T) A.

SAINT JOSEPH, September /;, 18C&amp;gt;-1.

Major KING,
Comdy. tiixth Cat\ Mo. State Militia, in the Field, Glaayoic :

I congratulate you on the good beginning of the bushwhacking cam
paign. Strike with vigor and determination. Take no prisoners. We
have enough of that sort on hand now. Pursue and kill. 1 have two
of Holtzclaw s men, just captured. They state that he camps, when in

Howard County, in the rear of old man Hackley s farm, not far from

Fayette. Make a dash in there at night and get him if possible. Let
a detachment secretly watch his mother s residence. Me is home al

most daily, and his sisters are great comforters of the bushwhackers.
Old man Hackley has a son in the brush. I shall soon send out of the
district the bushwhacking families. Go ahead and give us a good
report.

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brigadier- General.

SEPTEMBER 10, 1864. Skirmish near Pisgah, Mo.

No. 1. Brig. Gon. Egbert -B. Brown, (I. S. Army, commanding District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. Maj. George \V. Kelly, Fourth Missouri Slnfe Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Briy. Gen. Egbert /&amp;gt;. Broicn, T. A . Army, commandiny Dis
trict of Central MiHKOuri.

WARUENSBFRG, Mo., /September 11, 1864.

Lieutenant Kerr, with a detachment of Fourth Missouri State Militia,
had a skirmish with sixty guerrillas near Pisgah, Cooper County, yes-
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terday. Four guerrillas killed and several wounded. No loss on our

side reported. The guerrillas were commanded by Taylor, a new man
on south side of the river.

E. 15. BROWN,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Major-General EOSECRANS.

Report of Maj. Georae \V. Kelly, Fourth Mixxoiiri Mate Militia Cavalry.

BOONVTLLE, September 11, J8(i4.

Lieutenant Kerr, with detachment Fourth Missouri State Militia,

had a skirmish with sixty guerrillas, under Captain Taylor, some tive

miles northeast of Pisgali yesterday evening, killing 4 and wounding
several; owr horses being fatigued was all that saved the entire band
from being broken.

CJ. W. KELLY,
Major, tlv.

( apt, J. II. STEGER,
A axixta it t A dju ta n t- General.

SEPTEMBER 11, 1864. Skirmish at Hodge s Plantation, La.

Report of Col. Haxbronvk 7&amp;gt;m, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.

DONALDSONVILLE. September 13, 1864.

(Received .^.20 p. m.)

Hodge s plantation, on the other side of the river, is in Colonel

Logan s command. I have shown him your dispatch. He says the
rebels attacked the plantation Sunday and were repulsed with loss of

1 killed and 3 wounded. Some of his men guarded the place last

night and will do so again to-night.
H. DAVIS,

Colonel Twelfth Illinois Caralry, Commanding Post.

Maj. (T. B. DRAKE,
Axxixtant Adjutant-General.

SEPTEMBER 11-16, 1864. Operations in Monroe and Rails Counties, Mo.

Report of (. apt. John J). Meredith, Thirty-ninth Mixxouri Infantry.

CAMP KUTZNER, September 17, 18M.

LIEUTENANT: In obedience to Special Orders, No. [4], dated Hanni
bal, Mo., September 11, 1864, from Col. Ed. A. Kutzner, commanding
Thirty-ninth Regiment Infantry, Missouri Volunteers, 1 left cam]) at

Hannibal about 7 p. m. of the llth instant with twenty-rive men of my
company on the hunt for a band of guerrillas who were said to be coau-
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mitring depredations in the neighborhood of Sidney, Halls Comity,
Mo. After leaving camp, I moved my command out on the Centreville
road in the direction of West Ely, and after having inarched eight or

ten miles, I proceeded, in compliance with the provisions of the above-
mentioned order, to mount my men upon the horses of disloyal owners.
When within a mile or two of West Ely I detached a sergeant, with
four men, to enter town by a roundabout road in an opposite direction
from that in which I was moving, with instructions to stop at the house
of one Doctor Hays, in the edge of town, and get one of his horses.

Upon reaching the house, the sergeant sent the men into a pasture to

catch the horse, himself remaining mounted to patrol the road. While
so doing two men sprang from behind the cover of a fence and com
manded him to halt, at the same time cocking their guns. Instead of

complying the sergeant drew down his piece to tire on them, but his

.horse shying and his saddle turning, he was thrown to the ground, and
as he fell the guerrillas jumped the fence and ran to the brush. About
this time our men in the pasture discovered a squad of eight or ten
men riding it]) an adjoining lane, who, as the word &quot;halt&quot; was given,
wheeled their horses and took to the brush. This occurrecl about 3

a. m. of the lUth, and it being too dark to follow them when the column
came up, I called a halt and waited for daylight, when I moved forward
in the direction of Sidney. Near this place we were joined by Lieu
tenant Weldy, with twenty-five men of Company E. and with the whole
force followed the bushwhackers into Monroe County, thoroughly scour

ing the woods and brush on Indian Creek and Salt Kiver to Florida,
but without success.

At Florida I learned of the skirmish at Paris, and that an attack was
anticipated on the place from Frank Davis (a noted guerrilla) with 1*40

men; hearing which I deemed it my duty to move forward to the assist

ance of the town, which 1 did as rapidly as possible, arriving there on
the afternoon of 13th instant. During the night the town was further
re-enforced by a detachment of fifty men of the First Iowa Cavalry,
under command of Lieutenant Dow. Next morning no attack having
been made, and still hearing of the guerrillas in considerable force on
the Middle Fork of Salt Uiver, in the vicinity of Madison (after consul
tation with the several officers), it was thought best to make a strong
scout in search of them. At the request of Captain Fowkes, command
ing Enrolled Missouri Militia of Monroe County, and Lieutenant Dow,
of the First Iowa Cavalry, I assumed command of the expedition
(which consisted of fifty men of the First Iowa Cavalry, under Lieuten
ant Dow, liftymen of the detailed Enrolled Missouri Militia, under Cap
tain Fowkes, and the fifty men under my command) and starred on the
hunt. About noon of the 14th our advance guard, part of the Iowa
cavalry, came upon a squad of eight or ten of the guerrillas at the
house of a man named Garnett (a notorious rebel, who has a son in the

brush) and a skirmish ensued, in which 2 of the guerrillas were killed,
the rest escaping to the brush. As this was the second or third time
Federal troops had been tired upon from this house, and as it was well

known as a rendezvous and harboring place for the guerrillas and
horse thieves, I ordered the house burned, as a warning to the numer
ous families in that section who are aiding, encouraging, and feeding
bushwhackers. After moving forward from this place a few miles 1

divided the command, and scouted down on both sides of the Middle
Fork to within seven miles of Paris, where I turned the command over
to Captain Fowkes (except my original command) and returned to

Paris, reporting for orders to Maj. A. V. F. Johnston, of the Thirty-
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ninth Infantry, Missouri Volunteers, wlio had that day arrived and
taken command of the place. By his orders I started to return to

camp at Hannibal, scouting through the Salt River Hills between
Santa Fe and Florida in Monroe County, to the neighborhood of New
port, Kails County, thence down Salt Kiver to Cincinnati, thence by
way of Sidney to camp Kutzner, where I arrived on the evening of the
16th instant, with my command all safe and sound.

During the whole route I found the country in a state of turmoil and
terror, and that it is utterly impossible for a Union man to remain at

home with any sense of security.
I have the honor to be, lieutenant, your obedient servant,

JXO. D. MEREDITH,
Captain Company D, Thirty-ninth Missouri Regiment.

Lieut. T. C. TRIPLER,
Adjutant Thirty-ninth Infantry, Missouri Volunteers.

SEPTEMBER 11-18, 1864. Scouts in Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Albert Muntzcl, Fifth Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

CAMP AT Bra PINEY, Mo., September J8, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of a scout made
by twelve men of this company during the last week:

It being reported by two men of the company that a squad of guer
rillas was seen three or. four miles from this camp on the llth of this

month, 1 ordered fifteen men out after them. Three of them came back
to camp the following morning. The remaining twelve returned to

camp last night. They give the following history of the scout:

They got on the trail of these guerrillas near the place where they
were seen and pursued them to Tuscumbia, the guerrillas reaching this

place at night and the scout the following morning. Captain Brown,
commanding a company at Tuscumbia, informed them that he killed 2

of these guerrillas when they came up to the river, and 4 horses. The
gang then scattered in all directions. The scout, learning at Tuscum
bia that the rebels had just killed 7 ofour men near Mount Pleasant, went
on to that place. Xot finding the rebels there they moved on in the direc
tion of Tipton, in Moniteau County. When seven miles from High Point,
between High Point and Tipton, they suddenly came on a small squad
of guerrillas, killed 2, and captured 1 horse, which they brought into

camp. They then scouted thoroughly through Moniteau and Morgan
Counties, but, meeting with no further success, they returned to camp.
They found the country in an awful state of excitement. Union men
dare not stay at home, and none sleeping in their houses at night except
rebels and their sympathizers, and unless something is done soon Union
men must leave the State or be murdered. Our troops are chietiy kept
in the smaller towns, while the rebels are roaming

1 at large and devas
tating the country.

1 have the honor to remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
ALBERT MUNTZEL,

First Lieut.
,
Comda. Co. F. Fifth Car. Missouri Mate Militia.

Lieut. Col. JOSEPH A. EPPSTEIN,
Comdy. Fifth Ca&amp;gt;\ Mo. iSttite Mil., Rolla, Mo.



764 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

SEPTEMBER 11-25, 1864. Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.,
with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin Creek
and Pryor s Creek, Ind. Ter. (19th).

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, II. S. Army, commanding Department of Kansas.

No. 2. Maj. Gen. George Sykes, If. S. Army, commanding District of South Kansas.

No. o. Col. James M. Williams, Seventy-ninth IT. S. Colored Troops.
No. 4. Capt. James H. Bruce, Second Indian Home Guard.

No. 5. Maj. John A. Foreman, Third Indian Home Guard.

No. 6. Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Cavalry.
No. 7. Capt. Edgar A. Barker, Second Kansas Cavalry.
No. 8. Col. Charles R. Jeimison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry.
No. 9. Capt. Curtis Johnson, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry.
No. 10. Maj. (Jen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. S. Army, commanding District of Indian Ter

ritory.

No. 11. Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooper, C. S. Army, commanding Indian Division.

No. 12. Brig. Geu. Stand Watie, C. S. Army, commanding First Indian Brigade.
No. 13. Brig. Geu. Richard M. (Jaiio, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 14. Congratulatory Orders.

No. 1 .

Report of Maj. (fen. Mimud R. Curtis, U. &amp;lt;S . Army, commanding De

partment of Katinaa.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, September 20, ISM.

The further advance of rebels toward our department is attested by
the taking of a train by 1,500 of Stand Watie s men at Cabin Creek,

sixty miles this side of Fort Gibson. Two hundred and two wagons,
five ambulances, forty artillery horses, and 1,253 &quot;mules were captured.
General Thayer, commanding that district, recently informed me his

communication with his commander (General Steele) was cut off, which
corroborates the report that forces had also crossed between Little Rock
and Fort Smith.

S. II. CURTIS,
Major- General.

Major-General ROSECRANS,
Commandiny Department of the Mtxxonri.

.Report of Maj. Gen. George 8ykex, U. H. Army, commanding District

of South Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH KANSAS,
September 25, 1804.

SIR: I forward for the information of the major-general commanding
reports of the recent disaster at Cabin Creek:
From the letters of Major Foreman and Colonel Williams it appears

that the rebels have retired toward Arkansas, probably hastened by
the force under the latter officer. Jn view of these facts 1 do not appre-
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heiid an immediate attack oil Fort Scott, and from the accounts of

Major Ross, district inspector, just from that post, it is doubtful whether
Price is at Cane Hill. Unless the general has given instructions about
the train which is to leave Fort Scott on Wednesday next, I think it

can reach the supporting force from Fort Gibson without molestation,
and had therefore better be permitted to start. Ten companies, 300

stragglers, and a section of artillery will accompany it. T desire a

telegraphic reply in order that I may give such instructions by to-mor
row s mail to Colonel Jeunison as may seem proper.

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GKO. SYKES,

Major- General, Command itig.

Major CHARLOT,
Assistant Adjutant- General, JJepartmeiit Headquarters,

No. 3.

Report of Col. James M. Williams, Seventy-ninth U. 8. Colored Troops.

HEADQUARTERS TROOPS IN THE FIELD,
Pn/or ,v Greek, September 20, 1864.

I arrived here at 11 a. m. yesterday, and met the advance of Gano
and Stand Watie s command, consisting of U,. &amp;gt;00 men with six pieces.
The enemy had captured the train and post at Cabin Creek in the

morning, and were returning with their booty (this information is from
a prisoner). My command (all infantry and artillery) was completely
exhausted, having inarched eighty-two miles in the last forty-six hours,

carrying their knapsacks. 1 immediately formed my line and prepared
to give battle. Skirmishing was kept up until 4.30 p. m., when the

enemy s line came within range of my L arrott guns, and I soon drove
them back and continued skirmishing until dusk, and bivouacked in

line of battle on the Held. This morning the enemy has disappeared,
it is supposed across the Verdigris. Had my troops been fresh I think
1 could have recaptured the train; as it was, I was unable to move
without rest. Major Foreman will come on to Neosho to guard the
other train, which please forward at once as we need it very much. 1

shall fall back to Flat Rock to-day, unless 1 get further information of
f.he enemy.

Very respectfully,
,J. M. WILLIAMS,

Colonel, Commanding Troops in- the Field.

Col. C. W. ULAIIJ.

No. 1.

Report of Capt. James H. Bruce, Second Indian Home Guard.

MACKEY S LICK, C. N., September 14, J864.

SIR: This morning about 7 a. m. a large body of rebels, number not
known, came within seven miles of this place and killed 1 nigger and
ran one of Company F into camp. The rebels came from the west on
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the 13th. Yesterday iny scouts were over the Arkansas River and dis
covered a rebel force at John Drew s Lick. My men crossed a fresh
trail of about forty men made on the 12th near Drew s Lick. As quick
as I can get my horses up I will try and find out about this party
above me. The same party, I think, killed an Indian on the 12th
twenty miles above me on this river.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. IT. BRUCE,

Captain, Commandiny at Mackey x Salt- Works, C. y.

Col. S. II. WATTLES,
Commanding Indian Brigade, Fort Gibxon, C. N.

T. S. I wish that the provost-ijiarshal would send to this place or

put in the guard-house every one of my soldiers found in Gibson with
out proper authority. Good many sick here.

J. HARVEY BEUCE.

Report of Maj. John A. Foreman, Third Indian Home Guard.

CABIN CREEK, September 20, 186-1.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report:
The train has been captured on the 19th instant, one-half burned and

the balance carried away. The destruction is complete. Colonel Wil
liams, with his brigade, came upon them at Pryor s Creek, and after
an artillery duel, the enemy retreated southwest. They crossed the,

Arkansas River, strewing the road with quartermaster and commissary
stores. On reaching this point I found Doctor Ritchie ;it his post, and
only for his remaining the wounded would have been murdered and the

hospital sacked, all of which has been saved by his prompt and efficient

conduct. I will finish burying the dead to-morrow, and collect such
Government property that 1 find scattered, of which 1 will report
to-morrow. I will move on the 22d to the ISTeosho Crossing. There I
will await orders, expecting such from Fort Scott, to escorting the
next train down.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. FOREMAN,

Major Third Indian Home Guard.
Col. C. W. HLAIK,

Fort Scott, Kan*.

No. 0.

ReportK of Maj. Henry Hopkinx, Second, Kan/vis Cavalry.

FORT GIBSON, C. X., September 22. 1861.

I would respectfully make and forward the following report:
The supply train under my command having been repaired and loaded

at Fort Scott, Kans., 1 moved on the 12th of September with as much
dispatch as the condition of the animals would permit for this place.
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On leaving Fort Scott I sent orders to the commanding officers of sta

tions on the road between that post and this to thoroughly scout the

country in their vicinity and notify me if the enemy be there and their

movements, and also to re enforce me with as many troops as they could

spare, being fully convinced that the enemy intended an attack on the
train at some point on the route between Scott and Gibson. The escort

under my command numbered 200 men, composed of the following
troops : Fifty men mounted and thirty dismounted of the Second Kansas
Cavalry; sixty mounted and seventy dismounted men of the Fourteenth
Kansas Cavalry, under command ofCaptain Stevenson, and ten mounted
men and forty dismounted of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry, tmder^ommand
of Captain Ledger. The entire train numbered 300 wagons 205 Gov
ernment wagons, four Government ambulances, and ninety sutler

wagons, &c. On arriving at Baxter Springs, this force was increased
to 300 men by the arrival of 100 Cherokee Indians, under command of

one white officer, First Lieutenant Waterhouse, Second Indian Regi-
meiit, and one Indian officer, Captain Ta-la-lah, Third Indian Regiment.
At this place I received a dispatch from Col. 0. W. Blair, commanding
at Fort Scott, to the effect that General Price had crossed the Arkansas
River at Dardanelle and was movingnorth. I forwarded this to Colonel
Wattles at Fort .Gibson and urgently re&amp;lt; guested him to forward without

delay all the troops he could spare to re-enforce me, as I anticipated an
attack from a heavier force than my present force could contend with

successfully.

Arriving at Hudson s Crossing of the Xeosho River I ordered Lieu
tenant Waterhouse with his command to remain at that station, and
moved with the rest of my command and train to Horse Creek, tifteen

miles south. On the night of the 18th [17th |,
at 12 o clock, while camped

at this place, tifteen miles north of Cabin Creek, I received a dispatch
from the commanding officer at Gibson stating that the enemy were in

force, numbering 1,200 or 1,500, with infantry, and moving in the di

rection of Cabin Creek, and embodied in the dispatch was an order for

me to move with all possible dispatch to&quot; Cabin Creek, and there await
further orders to move the train. I immediately moved the train in

double column and arrived at Cabin Creek at 9 a. in. on the 18th instant.

Lieut. B. 11.Whitlow, Third Indian, with 140 Cherokees, re enforced me
at this point, together with 170 Cherokees stationed at that point under
command of Lieutenant Palmer, Second Indian Regiment. My entire

force at this point numbered 120 mounted cavalry (white), 140 dis

mounted cavalry (white), and thirty mounted Cherokees and 330 dis

mounted; the entire force under my command numbering 010 white
men and Indians.
On arriving at Cabin Creek, in the afternoon of the same day, I

moved out to the south of that point with twenty-rive men of the,

Second Kansas Cavalry, under command of Captain Cosgrove, Second
Kansas Cavalry, for the purpose of ascertaining the position and force
of the enemy. Moving south from the station at Cabin Creek three

miles, I found the enemy strongly posted in a hollow on the prairie.
Pickets were re-enforced and the train formed in a quarter circle, pre
paratory to an attack. At 12 o clock on the night of the 19th |18th|
my pickets were driven in and the enemy reported advancing in force.

My lines were formed and the train was ordered to be parked in close
order in rear of the stockade. At 1 o clock [19th] the enemy opened
with artillery and small arms and moved upon my lines with a yell.
At that time information was received that the enemy numbered from
000 to 800 men, and was not informed that they had any artillery until
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it opened fire upon my lines. The enemy s lines were formed in a

quarter circle covering- my right and left think, and the nearest esti

mate I could form of their numbers was between 2,000 and 2,500 and
four or six pieces of artillery. (They numbered not less than 2,000 at

the very lowest estimate and four to six pieces of artillery, some of
them rifled gnus.) The enemy formed in two lines with mounted men
in the first line and dismounted in the rear line, a few paces in rear of
the first. Two pieces of their artillery were posted in our immediate
front and two pieces opposite the right Hank, making a cross-tire ou

my line and the train. At the first charge of the enemy the teamsters
and wagoti-masters, with but very few exceptions, stampeded, taking
with them one or more mules out of each wagon, leaving their trains

and going in the direction of Fort Scott. This rendered ft impossible
to move any portion of the train. The enemy was held in check from
1 a. m. by about 400 of my men until 7.30 o clock, when they advanced
upon my line, planting their artillery within 100 yards of our position,
and our forces were compelled to fall back in disorder, leaving- the train,

excepting a few wagons and an ambulance that immediately moved
back on the Fort Scott road across Cabin Creek. I encouraged the men
to hold out until daylight, at which time I was in hopes Major Fore

man, Third Indian Kegiment, with six companies of Indians and two
howitzers would arrive and attack the enemy in the rear. In order to

move the train across the creek to a more remote position, I made
every effort to rally the teamsters and wagon-masters, and while

attempting to accomplish this the enemy swung around my right think

and took possession of the road in our rear, rendering all efforts to

move the train useless. On seeing this, I collected all the scattered

troops possible together and moved in the direction east of Cabin Creek,
on Grand liiver, where I was in hopes of joining Major Foreman, and
if possible retake a portion of the train. At daylight I sent a messenger
to the commanding officer at Hudson s Crossing of the Neosho River
to immediately join me with his entire force, and in doing so he would

protect any parties or part of the train that might have fallen buck in

that direction. Finding it impossible to join Major Foreman, I sent a

messenger to the commanding officer at Gibson informing him that the

train had been captured, and I immediately marched for that place and
arrived there on the morning of the 21st at 7 a. m.

1 expected Major Foreman to join me on the morning of the attack,
but I find he was not within forty-five miles of my position at the time

the enemy moved upon me. The force sent under Col. J. M. Williams
I knew nothing of until my arrival at Gibson. I sent four messengers
to Gibson, calling for re-enforcements, two of whom were cut off and

captured, and consequently were not received by the commanding officer

at the post, but every effort was made on his part to hurry up to my
assistance all the force he could possibly spare. I was not aifprised
that the enemy had more than 1,200 to 1,500 men, and did not expect

they had any artillery, until they opened it upon my line at 10 o clock

in the morning. The night previous to the attack it was my under

standing that Major Foreman, with I500 Indians and two mountain

howitzers, would camp within nine or ten miles of the post at Cabin
Creek and move on to re-enforce me at daylight next morning. It is

my opinion that the enemy did not get away with more than 7.&quot;&amp;gt; or 100

wagons, includingGovernmentwagons, sutler wagons, and ambulances.

The remainder were destroyed at Cabin Creek. Great credit is due

the commanding officer at Gibson in forwarding re-enforcements, and

also to all the officers and ineii under niy command throughout the en-
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tire engagement for their bravery and gallant conduct. Lieut. G. W.
Smith, adjutant Thirteenth Kansas Infantry, rendered throughout the
entire engagement very efficient service and prompt action. It is at

this time impossible to forward the number of killed, wounded, and
prisoners, but will forward as soon as possible the result. Lieut. Col.

J. B. Wheeler, Thirteenth Kansas Infantry, was on the field with me at

the opening of the engagement. Three men of the Second Kansas Cav
alry, taken prisoners two days before they attacked me, have just es

caped from them, but at different times, and report their forces at from

4,000 to 5,000 and six pieces of artillery, General Gauo commanding.
Very respectfully,

HENRY HOPKINS,
)[ajor Second Kansas Cavalry.

FORT GIBSON, C. N., September 28, 1864.

Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.:

GENERAL: I have the honor to herewith transmit the inclosed report
of Jthe engagement at the station on Cabin Creek, a point sixty miles
north of Fort Gibson, C. N., on the morning of the 20th [19th] of Sep
tember, 1804. I would also report that 1 lost all my official corre

spondence, copies of my returns of all Government property and com
missions, and all muster-rolls.

I am, general, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY HOPKINS,

Major Second Kansas Cavalry.

FORT GIIJSON, C. X., September Xo,

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report:

Having charge of a supply train from Fort Smith, Ark., to Fort

Scott, Ivans., and on arrival at that post having loaded it, I moved from
that point for Fort Smith, Aik., via Fort Gibson. C. N., on the morning
of September 12, 1864. My escort at the time of leaving Fort Scott,

Kans., numbered 200 men, composed of the following troops: Fifty
mounted and thirty dismounted men of the Second Kansas Cavalry,
under CaJ)t. P. Cosgrove, Second Kansas Cavalry; ten mounted and
forty dismounted men of the Sixth Kansas/Javalry, under command of

Captain Ledger, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, and sixty mounted and seventy
dismounted men of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, under command of

Captain Stevenson, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. The entire train

numbered 300 wagons, as follows: 205 Government wagons; 4 Gov
ernment ambulances, and 1)1 sutler wagons, &C. At Baxter Springs,

sixty miles south of Fort Scott, Kans., I was re-enforced by Captain
Ta-la-lah, Third Indian Regiment, with fifty Cherokee Indian troops from
Fort Gibson, C. N. At this point I received a dispatch from Col. C. W.
Blair, commanding post fit Fort Scott, Kaus., that General Steele, com
manding at Little Rock, Ark., had telegraphed him to the effect that

the rebel General Price had crossed the Arkansas River at a point mid

way between Fort Smith and Little Rock with a force of 5,000, and was
moving north. I immediately forwarded this dispatch to Col. S. H.
Wattles, commanding at Fort Gibson, C. N., and requested him to re-

enforce ine with all the troops he could spare -at the earliest possible

moment, as I anticipated an attack from a heavier force of rebels than

49 R R VOL XLI, FT I
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my present escort could successfully contend with, and at the same time

protect a train of 300 wagons, and that from the most reliable informa
tion I could get it was their intention to make that attack at some point
north of Fort Gibson, C. N. I dispatched four messengers at different

times, and from different points, urgently asking for re-enforcements;
but I am fully satisfied two of said messengers were captured by the

enemy.
On the night of September IS [17], at 12 o clock, while encamped at a

point seventy miles north of Fort Gibson, C. X., I received orders from
the commanding officer there, Col. S. II. Wattles, to move with all pos
sible haste fifteen miles south to the station on Cabin Creek, and there
await further orders from him. lie dispatched also that the rebels tvere

1,200 or 1,500 strong, with infantry, and moving, as he thought, with
the intention of attacking the train, lie also informed me that, in ad
dition to 140 Indian troops he had ordered to join me, he had ordered Maj.
J. A. Foreman, Third Indian Regiment, with six companies and a sec

tion of mountain howitzers, to my assistance, and would meet me at

the station on Cabin Creek. I immediately moved the train as ordered,
arriving at the station on Cabin Creek at a. in. on the li)th [18tli

|

of

September. At this point I was joined by Lieut. B. II. Whitlow, Third
Indian Regiment, with 140 Cherokees and Creeks, and the force at the
station under Lieutenant Palmer, Second Indian Regiment, numbering
170 Cherokees, increasing my escort at that place to 010 men, whites
and Indians. It was impossible here to obtain information as to the

position and force of the enemy. On the afternoon of the same day of

my arrival at Cabin Creek Station 1 moved south of the station three
miles with twenty-five Second Kansas Cavalry, under command of ( apt.
Patrick Cosgrove, Second Kansas ( avalry, for the purpose, of ascertain

ing the position and force of the enemy, and found them at this distance
from the station strongly posted in a deep hollow on the prairie, but
could not form an approximate idea of their strength. My pickets were
doubled and the train formed in a quarter circle on a good point near
the stockades, preparatory to an attack.

At 12 o clock on the night of the 1.9th [18th )

of September my pickets
were driven in, and the enemy reported advancing in force. My lines

were immediately formed, and the train ordered to be parked in close

order in rear of the stockade. At 1 o clock in the morning [19th |

the

enemy opened with artillery and small-arms, and moved upon my lines

with a yell. At this time it was reported that the enemy were GOO or 800

strong, and they were in close proximity before their lines could be seen,
and 1 was not informed that they had any artillery until it was opened
upon my lines. The enemy s lines were formed in a quarter circle, cover

ing my right and left think, and the nearest estimate 1 could form of their

numbers was between 2,000 and 2.500 men, with from four to six pieces
of artillery, some of them lined guns. The enemy formed in two lines,

with mounted men in the first and dismounted men in the second, a
few paces in rear of the first line. Two pieces of their artillery were

posted in our immediate front and two pieces opposite my right Hank,
making a cross-fire on my lines and the train.* At the first fire of the

enemy the teamsters and wagon-masters, with but very few exceptions,
stampeded, taking with them one or more mules out of each wagon,
leaving their teams, and going in the direction of Fort Scott, Kans,
This rendered it impossible to move any part of the train. The enemy
was held in check with about 100 of my men from 1 o clockto 7.30 a. ni.,

when they advanced upon my lines, planting their artillery within 100

yards of my position: and our forces were compelled to fall back in
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disorder, leaving
1 the train, with the exception of a few wagons and an

ambulance that moved back on the Fort Scott road. I encouraged my
meii to hold out until daylight, at which time I was in hopes Major
Foreman with six companies and two howitzers would arrive and
attack the enemy in the rear. In order to move the train across the
creek to a more remote position, I made every effort to rally the team
sters and wagon-masters, and while attempting to accomplish this the

enemy swung around my right Hank and took possession of the road in

my rear, rendering all efforts to move the train useless.

On seeing this I collected all the troops it was possible together and
moved in a direction east of Cabin (. reek, on Grand River, whore I was
in hopes of joining Major Foreman, and, if possible, retake the train or
a portion of it. At daylight I sent orders to the commanding officer at

the crossing of the Neosho River (thirty miles north of my position, on
the Fort Scott and Fort Gibson military road) to immediately join me
with his entire force, and in doing so he would give protection to any
portion of the train or command that may have fallen back in that
direction. Finding it impossible to join Major Foreman, I sent a mes
senger to the commanding officer at Fort Gibson informing him that
the train had been captured, and I immediately marched for that place,
arriving on the morning of the 21st September, at 7 a. in. I expected
Major Foreman with his force, to join me on the morning of the attack
at daylight, but, J find, he was not within forty-five miles of my
position at the time the enemy moved upon me. I was not apprised
that the enemy s force exceeded 1.200 or 1,500 men until they attacked
me. The enemy destroyed most of the train, and did not take from the
field to exceed SO or LOO wagons. Lieut. (, ol.J. I&amp;gt;. Wheeler, Thirteenth
Kansas Infantry, was on the field at the opening of the engagement.
Prisoners escaping report the force of the enemy at the time of the

engagement 5,000 strong, with six pieces of artillery, Generals Gano
and Watie commanding. I lost in killed, wounded, and missing not
to exceed 35 men.
Great credit is due to the commanding officer at Gibson in forward

ing re enforcements, and also to all officers and soldiers under my com
mand throughout the entire engagement for their bravery and gallant
conduct.

Lieut. G. W. Smith, adjutant Thirteenth Kansas Volunteers, ren
dered during the entire march from Fort Scott and the engagement
very efficient service and prompt action.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY HOPKINS,

Major Second Kansas Cavalry.
Brig. Gon. L. TIFOMAS,

Adjutant- (iou rul (L X. Army.

No. 7.

Report of ( apt. E&amp;lt;l&amp;lt;j&amp;lt;u-

A. Barker, Second Kansas Cavalry.

FORT GIBSON, C. N., September 20, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 18th

[16th] instant, while guarding a hay party 011 the prairie, fifteen miles
west of Fort Gibson, C. N., with detachments of Second Kansas Cavalry
and First Kansas Colored Infantry, amounting in the aggregate to 125
effective men, I received information from my scouts of an advance
made by the enemy, at that time reported 200 strong, in the direction
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of my camp. I immediately formed my men on a ravine iu the rear of

my camp, iu the most advantageous position, to repel an attack or pro
tect the hay, and, taking

1 a squad of mounted men with me (the rest of
the cavalry being dismounted), proceeded to reconnoiter for the enemy,
and find out their number and designs. I met them about two miles
from my camp, 1,000 or 1,500 strong, with six pieces of artillery. I

immediately fell back, skirmishing Avith their advance, which made
several unsuccessful attempts to cut me off from my camp; after

reaching which I dismounted my men and placed them in the ravine
with the others, which was no sooner accomplished than the main body
of the enemy appeared and attacked me from five different points, their

infantry line moving up to within 200 yards, while their cavalry made
three distinct charges, but were each time handsomely repulsed by the
colored infantry and dismounted cavalry. After fighting them for half
an hour, and finding myself completely overwhelmed and surrounded,
and my position every moment becoming more and more untenable, I

determined to charge them with my mounted men, and order the in

fantry and dismounted cavalry to make the best of their way to the
Grand Kiver timber, about a mile distant. Mounting my men and
selecting the weakest point in their lines, 1 made at them with a rush

they could not withstand, and succeeded in cutting my way through,
with a loss of all but fifteen men. The whole force of the enemy then

charged into my camp, capturing all of the Avhite soldiers remaining
there, and killing all the colored soldiers they could find. Only four
out of thirty-seven of them succeeded in making their escape. The
enemy captured and destroyed all of my camp and garrison equipage,
company books, and papers of every description pertaining to my com
pany. Also a quantity of ordnance and ordnance stores, and 25 head
of public horses, for which 1 was responsible. Also 12 U. S. mules and
2 6-mule wagons and harness, which were in my possession. About
1,000 tons of hay were burned, together with all the mowing machines,
wagons, &c., belonging to. the hay contractors. My whole loss is 40

killed; wounded, missing, and prisoners, (&amp;gt;0. I am very much indebted
to Lieuts. P. W. Straw and John O. Miller, Second Kansas Cavalry,
and Lieutenant Sutherland, First Kansas Colored Infantry, as well as

the whole command, for the alacrity and willingness with which they
obeyed and executed my orders.

The rebels were commanded by Brig. Gen. 11. M. Gano, and consisted

of De Morse s, Gurley s, Hardeman s, and Martin s Texas regiments,
Howell s Texas battery (which was not used in the engagement), and
500 Cherokee and Creek Indians, under Brig. Gen. Stand Watie.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. BARKER,

Captain, Second Kansas Cavalry, Comdg. C Company.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. S. ARMY,

Washington, J&amp;gt;. C.

No. S.

Report of Col. Charles R. Jennison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry.

HDQRS\ FIRST SUB-DISTRICT, SOUTH KANSAS,
In the Field, Fort Scott, Southern Kansas, September 22, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the first reliable detailed

account of the recent disaster to our arms on Cabin Creek, southwest
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of tliis post, resulting in the capture of a large supply train and the
total rout and destruction of the escort:

From all sources, but more particularly the statement by Captain Cos-

grove, of the Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, I ana enabled to gain
the/following particulars of the affair: On the night of the 18th [17th]
instant Major Hopkins, Second Kansas Cavalry, in command of detach
ments of the Second, Sixth, and Fourteenth, a total of about 300 men,
escorting train to Forts Gibson and Smith, received a dispatch from
Colonel Wattles to make all possible expedition to Cabin Creek and
remain there until re-enforced, as a large rebel force was marching on
his command. Major Hopkins with his command reached Cabin Creek
about 12 o clock on the 19th [18th] from Horse Creek, at which point
the dispatch from Colonel Wattles was received. Immediately there
after a second communication was received from. Colonel Wattles noti

fying Major Hopkins that he would be re-enforced by Major Foreman
with six companies of cavalry and two howitzers. About 4 p. in. the

commanding officer at Cabin Creek notified Major Hopkins that his

scouts had seen a rebel force, apparently about 100 strong, when the

major in person with a detachment of twenty men started to ascertain

the correctness of the report. One man was seen on the prairie, a
lieutenant of an Indian regiment, who was followed to the picket-lines
of a large body of troops posted in the timber. This force being too

strong to attack the detachment fell back on the main command with
the train. The wagons were immediately corralled and Major Hopkins
began his preparations for defense.

At 11.30 o clock the pickets were driven in and reported that the
rebels were advancing. The major then formed the escort in line of

battle and directed Captain Cosgrove, with twenty-two men, to re-en

force the picket-post which had reported the advance, accompanying
the detachment himself. Captain Cosgrove reports that he rode some
little distance ahead of the command and almost to the rebel lines be
fore being aware of his proximity thereto. lie then retired and informed
the major that the rebels were forming in line of battle. Captain Cos-

grove was then directed to place his detachment in position on a small
mound near by, and observe their movements while skirmishing with
them as long as possible. The rebels continued to advance until the line

arrived within speaking distance, when a conversation substantially as
follows [occurred] between Captain Cosgrove and the commanding
officer of the rebels, the latter asking Captain Cosgrove what his men
were. The captain answered,

u
Federals,&quot; and asked a similar ques

tion, which \vas answered, &quot;Kebels, by God!&quot;

Confederate. &quot; Who is your commander?&quot;

Captain Cosgrove. &quot;A Fed. Who is yours f&quot;

Confederate. &quot;A mixture. Will you protect a flag of truce?&quot;

Captain Cosgrove. &quot;

I will tell you in. a short time.&quot;

Captain Cosgrove then informed Major Hopkins of the interview and
was directed to receive the flag. Upon being informed of the decision
the rebel commander returned no answer, but his line advanced, flank

ing Captain Cosgrove s detachment on either flank. ]S
T
ot receiving an

answer, Captain Cosgrove directed his pickets to fire on the advancing
line. The fire was returned and the rebels charged with a yell, though
no shot was fired until the order was given by the rebel commander.
The mules of the train were soon stampeded by the fire of the rebel

artillery, which opened on our line at 150 yards distance, the fire being
continued until our troops retreated in disorder. Captain Cosgrove
states that he does not know where Major Hopkins was at the time
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but thinks lie was cut off from the command. The Indians then re

tired to the stockade, upon which the rebels opened with the artillery,
soon compelling the evaluation of the stockade. The captain reports
that while retreating- they could plainly see the hay burning at Cabin

Creek; there was about 10,000 tons of it. It is the general impression
of parties who have returned that the rebel force was a portion of

Stand Wa tie s command, and that the noted rebel was present in per
son. The attacking force is supposed to have numbered between 2,000
and 3,000, all well armed and disciplined, and making very effective

use of their artillery. The most strenuous efforts were made by the
*rebels to get the train oft, but as yet no positive intelligence has been
received of their success or failure.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. R. JENNISON,

Colonel, Comdy. First Hub-District Mouth Kansas.

Capt. GEORGE 8. HAMPTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, District Month Kansas.

No. 1).

Reports of Cfipt. Curtis Johnson, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry.

HDQRS. Co. E, FIFTEENTH REGT. KANS. VOL. CAV.,
Osagc Catholic Mission, Kans., September L&amp;gt;(&amp;gt;,

ItfC-i.

SIR: I have the honor to forward the following details of the late

raid, as far as can be learned from those arriving at this post:
The entire train, with all the animals- except a few ridden away by

stragglers, has been captured and all the escort killed, as they took no

prisoners. The main body of the enemy was composed of Cherokee

Indians, and after capturing
1

part of the train, in which were sutlers

wagons, they procured liquor, and after becoming intoxicated slaugh
tered indiscriminately. The latest news received is up to a short time
after daylight yesterday morning, when the rebels made, their third

and final charge. They are known positively to have two regiments
of infantry, four pieces of artillery, and the number of cavalry unknown,
but must be considerable. Shortly after daylight this morning&quot; I dis

patched a scout southward under Lieutenant Smith, and at the same
time a wagon with rations for those coming up on foot, and the wounded,
of which I learn there are a number. Captain Ledger, Company L,
Sixth Kansas, with twelve, men charged the, rebel battery as a dernier

rcssort, and fell within fifteen feet of the, muzzle of one of their pieces,
both horse and rider being completely riddled with balls. I shall de
tain all soldiers who have arms until the danger is passed, and shall

keep out pickets and scouts until I find the location of the enemy. It

is reported that Major Foreman was within eight miles of the train at

the time of the capture with six companies from Fort Gibson and hav

ing two pieces of artillery. I shall await the result of his expedition
with anxiety and will inform you at once of any news received. Should

anything occur between this and sundown, I will forward particulars

per special messenger. Lieutenant Wallingford, Company A, Fifteenth

Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, has arrived at this post.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CURTIS JOHNSON,
Captain, Commanding Company.

Lieut. VV. H. MORRIS,
Actintj Post Adjutant, JIumboldl.
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HDQBS. COMPANY E, FIFTEENTH KANSAS VOL. CAVALRY,
Osage Catholic Mission, Kans., September 20, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to forward the following additional particulars
of the late raid :

Both officers and men have been constantly arriving here during the

day. All soldiers with arms I detain. There are now nearly eighty of

the latter here. It is my intention, as soon as Lieutenant Smith returns,
if he reports favorably, to take my company and go to Cabin Creek
with transportation after the wounded, leaving my camp in charge of

some one of the commissioned officers now here, and detain all strag
glers that may arrive, which, in addition to those already here, will

render my camp secure while my company is in the face of the enemy,
The latest news received is up to 9 o clock yesterday morning, when

finding themselves completely surrounded and exposed to a withering
tire, those yet on the field cut their way through and escaped. Lieu
tenant Clark, Fourteenth Kansas (now here), cut his way through with
six men, losing one, and bringing five safely into camp. Captain Ledger,
Sixth Kansas, who was reported killed, arrived here a short time since.

All who witnessed it, speak in terms of the highest praise of his daring
charge at the head of twelve men upon the rebel battery.
The following is a list of the officers now at this post: Capt. H. P.

Ledger, Company L, Sixth Kansas; Capt. Thomas Stevenson, Com
pany II, Fourteenth Kansas; Capt. J. W. Duff, Company M, Sixth

Kansas; Lieut. W. H. Kendall, Company E, Second Indian; Lieut.

Benj. II. Whitlow. Company II, Third Indian; Lieut. A. F. Bicking,
Company A, First Indian; Lieut. W. B. Clark, Company E, Four
teenth Kansas; Lieut. \V. P. Phillips, Company B, Second Kansas;
Lieut. E. W. Lucas, Company Cr, Sixth Kansas; Lieut. Levi F. Stewart,
Company I, Sixth Kansas

;
Lieut. J. Brooks, Company M, Sixth Kansas.

Several of the above-named officers will proceed to Fort Scott to
morrow.

Lieutenant Jennings, Company D, Fourteenth Kansas, is supposed
to have been captured, and is reported by officers now here as being in
a state of beastly intoxication when last seen on the iield.

In conclusion I have the honor to request that you will inform the

commanding officer that any re-enforcements for this post will be most
thankfully received.

CURTIS JOHNSON,
Captain, Commanding Company.

Lieut. W. II. MORRIS,
Actiny Pont Adjutant, Ilumboldt, Kan ft.

HDQRS. COMPANY E, FIFTEENTH KANSAS VOL. CAVALRY,
Osayt: Catholic Mission, Kans., September 25, 1861.

% SIR: 1 have the honor to forward the following details in relation to
the late raid :

On Tuesday, 20th instant, &quot;2 a. in., messenger arrived from Cabin Creek,
reporting train captured. By H o clock Tuesday stragglers began to

arrive, confirming first report. Officers who had arrived earnestly
requested me to send subsistence and transportation forward for the,

relief of the wounded. I dispatched Lieutenant Smith with a detach
ment and a wagon with rations. During Tuesday p. in. the/f continued
to arrive in large numbers, and were positive that scores on the, road
would be overtaken and murdered if not assisted. Wednesday morning
I placed Lieutenant Brooks, of the Sixth Kansas, in command of all
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stragglers at this post, and at the earnest solicitation of all officers pres
ent started for the scene of disaster with my company, a detachment
of the Third Wisconsin, and some Osage braves, who had volunteered
as scouts and guides, taking two wagons with rations and forage.
Scores were met on Wednesday. Wednesday night encamped on the

Neosho, six miles above mouth of La Bette. At 2 a. in. Thursday messen
ger arrived with order to return. By 3.30 a. in. was on the road to Mis
sion. Main body with teams arrived in camp at 11 a. in. bringing in

over twenty sufferers. I have succeeded in saving, besides the lives of
those nearly famished, several thousand dollars worth of Government
property. I got tive mules yesterday brought in by Usages, whom 1

promised coffee and sugar for all property brought in. Two men from

Companies C and G, Second Kansas, came in yesterday from the,

Arkansas River. They were taken prisoners at Flat Hock, brought by
the rebels within four miles of the battle-field at Cabin Creek, and taken
south after the capture of the train and made their escape at the

crossing of the Arkansas. They report as follows :

The rebel force was composed of the Seventh, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth,
and Thirty-first Regiments Texas Cavalry, two Creek and one Seminole

regiment, and a six-gun battery. They attacked the force at Flat Hock
ou Friday, having previously murdered the two companies of negroes
stationed below. James M. Carlton, Company C, Second Kansas, one
of the escaped prisoners mentioned above, reports Corpl. Robert Hamp
ton, Privates James n. Davis, James Ledgewood, Bailey Duval, and
Marion Thompson missing and supposed killed; Sergts. John Q.
Farmer, G. Gugler, and James M. Nance, Corpl. Andrew W. Davis,
Privates Peter Smith, William Stubbletield, Frank Thomas, Ezra Ben-

sou, Jacob Milliman, David Beigert, John Van Horn, Thomas Hickey,
Amos Taylor, and John M. Taylor prisoners; Private William Pineger
wounded and prisoner; all of Company C, Second Kansas. Private
Louis Hammer, Company G, Second Kansas, the other escaped pris

oner, reports Sergeant McDougal and Private Smith killed; Sergt.
John Tuxson and Private A. Frank Corbin wounded and prisoners;
First Lieutenant Straw, Second Lieutenant Miller, Sergts. A. Jackson

Raima, and John Bousfield, Corpls. Frank White, Clark, and William
T. Ainsworth, Privates Fuller, Riner Yelkin, John Harmon, James
Mahoney, Dean, Henry Whiteday, Goodwin, Parker, and Edward B.
Test prisoners. The rebels took over the Arkansas about 150 prison
ers, 100 being soldiers, the remainder citizens and teamsters. They
left Perryville, Ark., on Tuesday, instant, with four days rations.

A portion of the force was from Boggy Depot, Ark. They had tive

negro soldiers prisoners, the remainder they killed^some thirty in num
ber. Of the citizens taken prisoners Mr. Twist, Mr. Martin (hay con

tractor), and Mr. Beach and family (the latter released and set at lib

erty), are mentioned. The rebels arrived at the Arkansas crossing on

Tuesday evening, when they were met by General Cooper with another^
force to assist them over with the fruits of their expedition and cover*
their retreat to Perryville. They effected the crossing about 10 o clock

Tuesday night. The above-named escaped prisoners report the rebels

highly elated at their success. A teamster from below has just come
in, having been \vithout food since last Sunday, a week to-day. He
has been lying in the timber mostly, being afraid to venture out.

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CURTIS JOHXSOX,

Captain, Commanding Company.
Lieut. Col. GEORGE II. HOYT,

Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.
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Xo. 10.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel P&amp;gt;. Maxey, C. /S . Army, commanding Dis
trict of Indian Territory.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towxon, C. JV., September ](&amp;gt;,

18(&amp;gt;i.

GENERAL: I herewith inclose a letter* received last night from Gen
eral Cooper containing some important information as well as the out
line of the move Gano and \Vatie are now on, as shown by copy of

General Gano s letter fonvarded yesterday. I respectfully call your
attention to the outline of campaign for this district as drawn by me
.Time 27 last. I have long thought that movements of this kind were
most valuable for this district. I call your attention to General Cooper s

suggestion that the whole of the Indian division go on this move with
Watie to Kansas. Several days ago I directed General Cooper to

increase Watie s force, if he could spare the men from the rest of the
division. As this is a proposition Watie made, I have not thought it

advisable to send the whole Indian force, as he might regard himself

overslaughed on his own proposition, but expressed the opinion to

General Cooper that the, troops organized for the new Creek brigade
might be, spared for this enterprise. So it is, these movements in my
opinion will be more valuable (and moves similar) in this district than

any that could be made by this command elsewhere. I would be glad
to know as early as practicable the part we will have to play.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- Genera I, Commanding.
Brig. den. W. K. Boaos,

Chief of tftaff, tilirereport. La.

It will be observed that the move of Gano and Watie is a dash that
will not interfere with the main move of Watie to Kansas.

S. B. M.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towson, C. N., September 27, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose official dispatch of Brig. Geu.
Stand Watie, dated 21st instant, giving report of the fight at Cabin
.( reek on the 19th; also General Cooper s letter of transmittal, dated

Camp Pike, 25th, and extract of letter from Maj. L. II. Oliver, depot
commissary at Perryville, to Capt. AT. L. Bell, assistant adjutant-gen
eral here, of same date. Cabin Creek, where the fight took place, is on

the^Fort Gibson and Fort Scott road, fifty miles from the former place.
Watie was, as his dispatch shows, on Bird Creek on the 21st, two days
after the fight. This is about the same distance west-northwest from
Gibson. He is evidently giving a wide berth to Gibson, crossing the
Arkansas considerably above that point. As he was not pursued on
the 21st, as 1 infer from his dispatch, the only danger was in a force

striking his left flank as he came out. The steps taken to meet that

(which I do not think likely) will, I think, be sufficient. This expedi
tion was a gallant undertaking, handsomely performed, and the troops

* See Cooper s report of September 14, p. 781.
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engaged deserve the thanks of their country. Should Major Oliver be
right in his statement that the wagons were laden with sutlers stores
and clothing, it will be most fortunate not only in supplying to a degree
the ragged command but will I hope disaffect those for whom I presume
they were designed the Pin Indians.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- Genera I.

P&amp;gt;rig. Gen. W. B. BOGGS,
Chief of Staff, Mire-report. La.

Full particulars will be forwarded as soon as received.

S. B. M.

[Inclosure.]

OFFICE COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,
FerryviIk; C. N., September 25. 1864.

Capt. M. L. BELL,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

CAPTAIN: * * *
I will give you synopsis of latest news just

received, Gurley, Gano, and Watie captured, on the l!)th at Cabin
Creek, C. 1ST., over 250 wagons, 120 prisoners. Our loss slight. Only
1, &amp;gt;0 wagons were saved; balance burned. They were loaded with
clothes and sutler s stores. * * *

L. n. OLIVEK,
Major and C&amp;lt;nntissari/ of Subsistence.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT or INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towson, C. X., September 30, 18G1.

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith official copies of

dispatches received this morning, as follows: Letter of Brig. Gen. J).

H. Cooper, inclosing dispatches, September 27; dispatch from Brig.
Gen. II. M. Gano, September 2.i instant: dispatch from Brig. Gen.
Stand Watie, same date; memoranda of information of enemy s move
ments furnished by Capt. J. X. Ilildebrand, September 2(5. 1 have the
satisfaction of saying that these dispatches exhibit the full and com
plete success of the enterprise,, of which you have been previously ad
vised. There has not been a more daring or successful raid according
to size during the whole, war, and the officers an&amp;lt;f men engaged are
entitled to the thanks of the country. Cabin ( reek, where the main
tight took place, is fifty miles north of Fort Gibson.
On the 23d they had crossed and got twenty miles south of Arkansas

River and sixty miles west of Fort Gibson, from which point they could
reach General Cooper s camp at Fishertown in one, or two days. Fish-

ertown is lour or five miles north of North Fork Town, on the Fort Gib
son road. There is an excellent road from Xorth Fork Town to Perry -

ville, distance about forty miles.

I shall issue; a complimentary general order, and respectfully request
that the same be done by department headquarters, believing the gal
lant officers and men who have Avon this signal success fully deserve it,

and its effect will be inspiring on :ill concerned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. \\. MAXEY,

Major- General.

Brig. Gen. AV. It. BooCrS,
Chief of Sia$\ ilr., tehrcvcport. La.



CHAP. LIIL] OPERATIONS IN THE CHEROKEE NATION, IND. TER. 779

[Inclosure.]

FlSHERTOWN, C. K.,
Near North Fork Toum, September 26, 1864.

Brig. Geii. D. H. COOPER,
Commanding, cOc. :

GENERAL : On the 21st of September I started for Gibson, and arrived
in the vicinity of that place on the morning of the 24th, and obtained the

following information, viz: That General Watie had attacked a Federal
train on Cabin Creek, stampeded the Federals, and captured the whole

train, killing a considerable number of mules, burned a large number
of wagons, and left with the remainder of the train. Was pursued by
the Federals and whipped them back. Was followed a second time,
and by a larger force, under command of Colonel [Major] Foreman, which
returned to Gibson without meeting any success, and reported that the

enemy (rebels) had got off with eighty wagons loaded with sutler s

goods and commissary stores, including $8.000 worth of blanks [blank-
cits]. After giving up the idea of recapturing the* train about 100
Indians were sent to Mackey s Salt-Works to make salt, and Colonel

[Major] Foreman with his command was sent to Kansas to fit out an
other train. 1 also learned that General Watie destroyed all their hay
on the west side of Grand River which had been put up and salteti down.
There is a small lot of hay near Gibson, east. The force at Gibson
consists of three Indian regiments and two companies of negroes, esti

mated at about 1,500 men, and three pieces of artillery (all that my
informant knew anything about). On the 2,kl instant the Thirteenth
Kansas Infantry and one negro regiment of infantry were encamped
at Dick Thompson s, near Gibson. On the 24th they broke camp and
left, going in the direction of Fort Smith, and encamped for the night
on Greenleaf Prairie sixteen miles from Gibson. The Federals, number
not known, have been leaving Fort Smith for some time and going in

the direction of Springfield, Mo. There is at this tinie a very small
force at Fort Smith. 1 further learned that John or Johnson Thomp
son, of General Watie s command, got drunk and went to sleep, and
when he awoke, seeing a body of men and supposing they were Watie s

men went to them, and finding they were Federals surrendered. Was
carried to Gibson and kept until he was sober, and then marched out
and publicly shot.

1 am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. X. IIILDEBRAND.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort TotcsoHj C. JV

r
.,

October 1, 1804.

GENERAL: A private letter received by me this morning from Gen
eral Gauo, dated Camp Bragg, September 29, shows that the expedi
tion under Gano and Watie has got out safely. Camp Bragg is two
miles south of Johnston s Depot on the Canadian, on south side of Cana
dian and near and to the left of the road leading from Perryville to Fort
Gibson (the emigrant road). This is all right and I apprehend no fur

ther fears as to the safety of the captured property. General Gano says,
1 brought in 120 wagons and 740 mules, lie further says clothing was
issued to 2,000 men 1,200 of his brigade and 800 of Watie s. This is

a perfect godsend, as the command was literally ragged. The official

reports will be forwarded as early as received. 1 rejoice at this great
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success. Gano says he started out with 111 prisoners and reached
Camp Bragg with 104. Seven attempted to escape in a dark bottom
one night, and 3 were killed and 4 escaped. General G. will leave the
command according to orders heretofore issued by you, and come by
these headquarters, whence I suppose he will proceed to Shreveport.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- General.

Brig. Gen. W. R. BOGGS,
Chief of tftaff, Trans-Misitissi-ppi Dcpt., tiltrcreport. La.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fort Towson, C. N., October 7, 1861.

GENERAL : I have the honor to forward the official report of Brig.
Gen. R. M. Gano of recent operations north of the Arkansas River:
The campaign in this Territory since my return last spring from

Arkansas has been eminently successful. A steam-boat laden with valu
able stores has been captured, the boat destroyed, and most of the sup
plies saved. Several important mails have been taken. One entire

regiment almos&quot;t demolished and its camp destroyed. Many prisoners,
horses, mules, and cattle, as well as some wagons, have at different

times been captured; some tine pistols and guns taken; a vast amount
of hay destroyed, and the campaign lias now culminated in what I

regard one of the most brilliant and skillfully managed cavalry raids
of the war. The moral effect has been very great.
The troops (Indian and white) are in fine spirits. It is believed that

had the nature of movements in Arkansas justified remaining for a few
Aveeks longer other important results might have followed. It is a source
of pride and gratification to me that I am able to report this condition
of things. It is hoped that the efforts now being made by the people of

Northern Texas, added to what the Clothing Bureau may do, and the

captured clothing, will provide the command against the inclemencies
of winter. Should it be in the power of the department to completely
arm the command, it would render much more efficient service.

I take pleasure in specially commending the commanding officer of

this enterprise, Brig. Gen. R. M. Gano, to the notice of the general
commanding the department. It seems to be the universal desire of

the brigade that he should be continued in command.
I also call your attention to the noble course of General Watie. Gen

eral Gano had been recognized a brigadier-general and acted as such
before the date of General Watie s commission. General W., how
ever, governed by patriotism, a feel ing ofdelicacy, and, as he considered,

justice, raised no issue, but acted in perfect harmony and concert for

the common good.
1 am glad also to notice the cordial and hearty co-operation of the

Indians and whites (officers and men) in this movement. It will be
observed that all are reported as having done their duty. The results

prove it. I also inclose General Cooper s letter of transmittal.

I call your attention to the report of scout of Captain Fields,* First

Cherokee Regiment, near Van Buren, and of Lieut. Col. Jack McCur-

tain,* Choctaw battalion, near Fort Smith, forwarded on Wednesday.
If troops could be sent against Fort Smith now it might result in the

* Not found.
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evacuation of that place and Fort Gibson. I suppose, however, this

will not be done until it is determined that the enemy do not design
moving on Washington and Fulton. The same result would be brought
about by the recapture of Pine Bluff and Little Rock.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
S. B. MAXEY,

Major- General, .Commanding.
Brig. Gen. W. R. BOGGS,

Chief of Staff, Trans-Misnisxippi Dcpt., iSltrevcport, La.

No. 11.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Douglas II. Cooper, C. 8. Army, commanding
Indian Division.

HEADQUARTERS INDIAN DIVISION,
In the Field, September 14, 1864...

CAPTAIN: I have just received information that a considerable por
tion of the Federal forces has moved from Fort Smith, twenty-two
miles toward Gibson, to cam]) between Big and Little Sallisaw, on the

Whisky road. Generals Watie and Gano have been ordered across
the river; will cross above Gibson to-morrow night, sweep around by
William Alburty s, twenty miles above Gibson at Grand River, destroy
a large hay camp there, take in mules, &c., herded; perhaps run into
a train now expected from Fort Scott; return byMackey s Salt-Works
and the camp on Sallisaw and back, rccrossing Arkansas at the mouth
of Canadian or Webber s Falls. If Gibson is weak enough they may
look in there. The above is the programme, and I have faith that we
shall have a good report before Jong from the north side. I have ordered
the Secon^l Indian Brigade, except the Choctaw battalion, across to

this road, leaving McCurtain to watch the road to Fort Smith, south
east of this. I think the Federals have heard of Price and are prepar
ing to bolt. What detains Duff s regiment and battery? I am afraid

they will be too slow on the trigger and the Federals escape. I have
not force enough to take them in, if, as General Dick Taylor would say,
&quot; They get bunched

up.&quot;
But we will try to make them drop some of

their plunder.
Respectfully,

D. II. COOPER,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. T. M. SCOTT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

N. B. Now is the time, if there is any force of consequence southeast
of Fort Smith, to push the Federals; they will leave in a hurry. Gen
eral Price might give Fayetteville a &quot; side wipe,&quot; any way, as he passes
up. Where is Cabell; where Brooks? There are nearly 800 Arkansas
Federals (Harrison s regiment) at Fayetteville.

D. H. C.

P. S. The preparations for the expedition into Kansas will not be

interrupted by the raid, but are going on. The project of a raid into

Kansas up Neosho in conjunction with a movement into Missouri is as
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old as the war, and orders for it have been issued from here to turn
Avhenever our army had a prospect of going into Missouri; but it ought
to be done with a larger force than Stand Watie can start. His might
do for a flanking party out west, but the whole Indian Division ought
to move up Grand River and Neosho while General Price goes into

Missouri; each column would support and create a diversion in favor
of the order. General Maxey has probably forgotten, but I gave him
the outline of such a movement in conversation soon after he assumed
command of the district.

1). II. C.

HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY,
In the Field, September 21, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that the expedition from this

command, under Generals Watie and Gauo, north of Arkansas Elver is

on its return, having destroyed several Federal camps and a large
quantity of hay between Gibson and Cabin Creek on the Texas and
Missouri road, and captured a train of between 100 and L&amp;gt;00 wagons,
with many prisoners. The above is from an old lichee warrior, whom
I know to be reliable;, who arrived yesterday at headquarters of First
Creek Regiment, bringing arms, &c., captured by himself from a Federal
officer. Generals Watie and Gano are returning slowly, the, command
being much worn and tired. I moved up this morning with Walker s

brigade and Duffs command to old Camp Pike, on Canadian, and also

send parties toward Conchanty to meet the train in case it should
return by

7

the route west of this.

Respectfully,
I). II. COOPER,

Jiriyadier- Genera /,
Comma nding.

Capt. T. M. SCOTT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

N&quot;. B. Official report will be forwarded as soon as received.

1). II. C.

HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Camp J. ike, September ^.7, 7.SY//.

CAPTAIN: L herewith have the honor to forward Brigadier-General
Watie s report* of operations of detachment of First Indian and Gano s

brigades, commanded by Brig. Gen. Stand Watie, north of Arkansas
liiver. 1 shall move in the direction of Gibson this morning, in order-

to render any assistance that may be required in bringing oil the train.

Respectfully.
DOUGLAS II. COOPER,

Brigadier- Gen era /, Commanding.

Capt. T. M. SCOTT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

*Of September 21, p. 783.
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HEADQUARTERS O. S. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY,
Fishertown, C. N., September 27, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to inclose for the information of General

Maxey communications just received from Generals Watie* and Gano,t

reporting; result of the raid north of Arkansas, which is as brilliant as

any one of the war.

Eespectfully,
D. H. COOPER,

Brigadier- General.

Capt. T. M. SCOTT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S. My scouts having yesterday reported that the Federals had
abandoned the pursuit of General Watie, 1 shall halt here until he

arrives, on which I think will be to-morrow or next day at latest. I

have sent Col. D. X. Mclntosh, with 400 Creeks, to scout between the

Creek Council Ground and Gibson and cover the train, and also give
me information if the enemy attempt to move out as General Watie gets
near them.

Respectfully,
D. II. C.

HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY,
In the Field, October 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN: 1 have the honor to forward official report by General
Ganot of the operations north of tlfe Arkansas River of detachment
from this command, consisting of First Indian Brigade and brigade of

Texas Cavalry, Brig. Gen. Stand Watie having, as I learn from General

Gano, waved rank in his favor
; also, please find copy of General Orders,

^o. 2(5, from these headquarters, which you will oblige me by publish
ing, with comments or additional order, as the major-general command
ing District of Indian Territory may desire to make. Prisoners cap
tured are sent in charge of Col. James Duff, commanding Texas Cavalry
brigade.

Respectfully.
D. IE. COOP Ell,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. T. M. SCOTT,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera I,
District of Indian Territory.

No. 11 .

Reports of llrin. (ini. tit&amp;lt;nt&amp;lt;l Watie, C. &. Arnti/, connnandiny Wrxt In
dian Brigade.

BIRD CREEK, September 21, 18(i4.

GENERAL : On the morning of the 19th we attacked the enemy s post
at Cabin Creek. After a tight of six hours drove the enemy away.
The train was there, which was captured over 2f&amp;gt;0 wagons. We have
now over 100 wagons with us. Will cross Arkansas at Tulsa Town

Of September 23. pp. 784, 788,

t Dated September 2iJ, p. 788,
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and fall into your road made 1861, the route I took last winter. Dis

patches can be sent to me on that route. Enemy in force was on Pryor s

Creek on the evening of the same day of the fight. We have 120 pris
oners along.
Our loss is very slight 2 men killed and few wounded.
The enemy may attempt to cut us off. Perhaps it would be well to

open communication with us on the route. We are short of ammuni
tion. The blow will be severely felt by the enemy. His loss in

killed, wounded, and prisoners is over 200.

Your friend,
STAND WATIE,

Brigadier- Genera I.

Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER,
Commanding Division.

CAMP BETWEEN ARKANSAS AND DEEP FORK,
September 23, 1864.

GENERAL : My note of the 21st, dated at Bird Creek, near Milton s,

was sent on that morning. The messenger returned the same evening,
having taken an alarm. He may still be delayed. I send another.
We have traveled finely so far with 129 captured wagons. On the 16th
we dashed into a camp of the enemy near Mr. Alburty s, dispersed
them; over 100 killed, 85 prisoners captured. We burned a large
amount of hay. On the morning, of the 17th [19th] met the train at
Cabin Creek. After a fight of six hours the enemy gave way. The
entire train of 250 wagons was captured. The loss on the part of the

enemy in killed was considerable. Great many mules were killed,
others stampeded, wagons broken, which were burned together with

wagons for the post. Here also a large amount of hay was burned.
. Our loss is slight only 2 from this brigade killed, few wounded,
none very serious. The loss of the Texans is also small.

In my note of the 21st I stated the route would be the road made by
you in 1861, but I have taken the left leading to Shields

,
on the Deep

Fork, and if the way is clear we should fall in at the Creek Council

Ground, from thence to North Fork Town.
Your friend,

STAND WATIE,
Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER,
Commanding Division, Indian Territory.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST INDIAN BRIGADE,
Gamp Bragg, October 3, ISfS-L

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following for the informa
tion of the general commanding as my report ot the operations of the

troops of this brigade in the recent raid in the enemy s rear and west
of Grand River. Previous to setting out on this expedition I had in

formed the general commanding that from the active service in which

my brigade had been engaged since 31st of July before Fort Smith that

my horses were not in condition to do much service. He then informed
me that I could get additional fresh troops from the Texas brigade.
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On the* 12th ultimo Brigadier-General Gano called on me at Camp
Corser, when the expedition was determined upon, and the general
commanding so informed.
On the 13th J joined General Gano at Cam}) Pike, and the same even

ing arranged the plan of the expedition. By an arrangement with
General Gano each one of us was to command his ow-n troops, but act

together and harmoniously. This we concluded to be the better plan,
as the two brigades did not belong to the same division and were tem
porarily thrown together. I have had no cause to regret this arrange
ment, the conduct of General Gano on all occasions being such as might
be expected of so gallant an officer.

On the 14th we marched to Prairie Springs, General Gano s forces

amounting to some 1,200 a*nd Howell s battery of six guns. My com
mand consisted of 200 First Cherokee Regiment, Lieut. Col. C. N.
Yam i commanding; 150 Second Cherokee Regiment, Maj. Johu Vann
commanding; 125 First Creek, Lieut. Col. Samuel Chekote command
ing; 200 Second Creek, Col. T. Baruett, and 130 Seminoles, under Col.
John Jumper, the whole force amounting to about 2,000.
On the 15th, my brigade composing the advance, 1 dispatched Major

Yann with regiment on the right mink, with instructions to throw
scouts out as far as the river on the extreme right, which he did, but
failed to find any of the enemy s parties on the south side of the river.

He crossed the Arkansas River at the Creek Agency. On the north
bank of the river discovered one Federal Creek, who being tired upon
escaped, leaving his horse and equipments in our possession. The re

mainder of the expedition crossed the river six miles above the agency.
The river being dee]) we were delayed a short time, crossing artillery
ammunition on our horses. Encamped first at Camp Pleasant, on

Blue, four miles below Chosky.
On the Kith instant crossed the Verdigris River at Sand Town.

About noon discovered a party of the enemy at work putting up hay
on the road to Fort Scott, twelve or fifteen miles above Fort Gibson.
Lieutenant-Colonel Yann, First Cherokee Regiment, and Captain
Strayhorn, commanding Thirtieth Texas Regiment, were dispatched to

the right, with instructions to gain the enemy s rear and to intercept
his escape to the timber on Grand River. This movement was ex
ecuted promptly and with entire success. They gained the desired

position and opened a vigorous fire on the enemy, who were encamped
on a small creek on the prairie: They were driven into the creek and
protected themselves from our fire by the banks. General Gano moved
his command -directly to the front, and my brigade took the left, and in

a short time the enemy were completely surrounded. Owing to the

distance and the rapidity of movement of my command the line be
came somewhat broken, when a party of about sixty-five of the enemy s

cavalry attempted to break through, but only four succeeding in mak
ing their escape; the rest were either killed or captured. The engage
ment lasted but a short while owing to the great superiority of our
numbers and the complete surprise of the enemy.
Lieutenant Porter, Second Creek Regiment, captured 7 of Second

Kansas all armed with six-shooters. The whole number of prisoners
was 85, about as many killed, and but few escaped. The enemy were
two companies of the Second Kansas and one company of negro troops.
Here we burned large quantities of hay not less than 3,000 tons in

ricks and upon the ground; also a number of wagons and several mow
ing machines.

50 R R VOL XLI, i T I
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Having received information from, the prisoners that the train which
was expected from Fort Scott the capture of which was the principal

object of the expedition was looked for daily, I sent Major Vann,
Second Cherokee Regiment, up the Fort Scott road four miles, with in

structions to send forward a small party to ascertain whether or not
the train was in our vicinity, lie accordingly took charge of the party
himself, and after going but a short distance was tired into by the

enemy s picket and narrowly escaped being killed. Thinking the train

advancing, upon receiving this intelligence, I sent Lieutenant-Colonel
Vann with his regiment to his assistance. This enemy, however, proved
only a small re-enforcement going to the train and moved northward
during the night. Everything remained quiet until morning.

Early in the morning General llano sent a party to burn the hay at

the Hickey place, but they found it strongly protected by additional

troops from Fort Gibson, lie-enforcements were sent and a brisk skir

mish ensued, but they were unable to accomplish this object, and as

time, which was now all-important to us, would be required, our troops
were withdrawn and rejoined the command, which had been steadily

moving northward. Encamped on Wolf Creek on the 17th.

General Gano on the 18th proceeded with 400 Texas troops and two

pieces of I Lowell s battery toward Cabin Creek, where we had learned
the enemy had a garrison of 300 of the Second Indian Regiment
(Cherokee Home Guards). About 3 o clock 1 received a note from
General Gano stating that the train was at Cabin Creek, and request
ing me to move forward the whole command to that point as rapidly as

possible. I joined him after midnight. After consultation we agreed
lo move on the enemy at once, who was aware of our approach, but en

tirely ignorant of our numbers. General Gano formed his line, of bat
tle on the right; my brigade formed on the left in the following order:

First and Second Cherokee Regiments, Seminoles, Second and First
( reck Regiments on the extreme left. Howell s battery took position
in the center. The enemy had decidedly the advantage in position.
Our men were formed on an elevated prairie that descended to the

enemy s position on the creek. The moon, which shone very brightly,
was in our rear. They thus had the double advantage/of tiring up hill

with the moon and sky light. The enemy were strongly posted from
the nature of the place under cover of the timber and bluff of the

creek. They also had the residence of Joseph L. Martin on the road

strongly fortified with heavy timbers set upright in the groiind, that

rendered them complete protection against small-arms. On the right
of this they had placed long ricks of hay running parallel with each
other and with the creek. The greater part of the train extended from
the hay ricks up the creek on their right.
About 3 o clock on the morning of the 19th the tiring commenced by

the enemy s skirmishers on their right. Soon the engagement became

general along the line from right to left. During the night it was dilli-

cult to ascertain the enemy s exact position and strength, excepting
from his tire. His line seemed to extend the length of ours. For a

considerable length of time the tiring was heavy and incessant. Our
forces steadily advanced, driving the enemy to his cover. During the

night our left drove the enemy from his position, leaving in our posses
sion a part of his train, around which a guard was immediately thrown
and most of the wagons moved to our rear.

Just at daybreak we supposed, from the noise in the enemy s cam]),
that he was crossing his train over the creek and moving it in the
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direction of Fort Scott. I accordingly sent Lieutenant-Colonel Yanu
with the two Cherokee regiments across the creek on the left to gain
the enemy s rear and intercept the trains. He gained the position, but
no wagons were crossing. He captured 18 prisoners.

After daylight we discovered the enemy s true position and moved a
section of Howell s battery on the left, supported by the First and
Second Creeks, and opened a vigorous tire from this advantageous
position on his encampment and fortifications. The Seminole and
Twenty-ninth Texas Regiments, moving on the left of the battery,
drove the enemy from his cover and through the encampment. Soon
the confusion became great in his ranks and a general stampede ensued,
leaving in our possession his train, stockade, hay, camp and garrison
equipage. Many of his dead and wounded were also left on the field.

Among our killed were Lieutenant Patterson, adjutant Seminole

Regiment, lie fell at his post gallantly doing his duty. His loss is

great and irreparable to his command. Of the Texas brigade 7 were
killed on the field. A complete list of the killed and wounded of this

brigade will be furnished. Among the wounded are Major Vann,
severely through the neck: Captain Taylor, dangerously through the

thigh, and Captain Shannon, slightly in the breast all of the Second
Cherokee Regiment; and Lieut. Richard Carter, Company C, First
Cherokee Regiment, slightly.
The enemy s forces consisted (from the best information received

from prisoners and others at their hospital of the garrison before men
tioned) of 300 Indian Home Guards, 2SO escort from Fort Scott, 150
re-enforcements from Fort Gibson, L50 teamsters, armed for the occasion,
and many Pins, who came in on hearing of our approach. His num
bers were, therefore, between 900 and 1.000.

Lieut. Col. C. X. Vann, Maj. John Vann, commanding First and
Second Cherokee Regiments; Colonel Barnett, Second Creek Regi
ment; Col. John .Jumper, Seminole, Regiment, and Lieut. Col. Samuel
Chekote, First Creek Regiment, deserve the highest commendation for

their gallant conduct during the whole engagement, which lasted from
3 to a. m. The greater part of this time they were under constant
fire.

Maj. J. A. Scales, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. Saladin AVatie,

aide-de-camp, and Sergt. Maj. Patrick Patton, First Cherokee Regiment,
merited particular notice for the prompt and efficient aid rendered in

keeping their troops in order, and for their brave and soldierly bearing
on all occasions.

The conduct of the officers and men generally was fine, and all, with
out distinction, are entitled to great credit.

The train was composed of 250 wagons, besides post wagons loaded
with Government quartermaster s, commissary, and sutler s supplies.

Many of the wagons were so broken by the stampede of the teams
when the artillery opened on the camp that it was impossible to bring
them off. AVe crossed Arkansas with 130 wagons; all the rest were

burned; also ten ricks of hay, each containing 500 tons. Mowing-
machines and everything in camp was destroyed. After getting out
all the wagons possible under the circumstances we moved southward
in good order. Xear Pryor s Creek we met enemy s re-enforcements

going to the train. AVe drove them back several miles. The train

moved during the night northwest and crossed Pryor s Creek higher
up; crossed Verdigris next evening at Claremore s Mounds. Nothing
of interest transpired during the rest of the march.
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The greatest unanimity and good feeling existed between the officers

and men of the two brigades. The fortitude and endurance displayed
in the long and constant march for several consecutive days and nights
speak for them the highest praise.
The actual loss in dollars to the enemy will exceed $1,500,000. The

damage is inestimable and irreparable from the lateness of the season.
The expedition returned after an absence of sixteen days.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
STAND WATIE,

Brigadier- General.

Capt. T. B. HEISTON,
. Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 13.
.

Report* of Brig. Gen. Richard M. (lano, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade.

CAMP SOUTH OP ARKANSAS RIVER TWENTY MILES,
About Sixty Miles from Gibson, September 23, 186 J.

GENERAL: I have not written you before because I could not get a

courier. We engaged the enemy on the 10th, 17th, 19th, and 20th in

stant; were successful every time. Killed, wounded, and captured
about 323 of the enemy. Lost 23 killed and wounded in all; 7 killed.

We captured the entire train (247 wagons and about 700 mules). We
are bringing out 130 wagons, 105 prisoners, mules, and stores. I will

make out a full official report as soon as I reach camp. We burned all

the train not brought out. Our men behaved gallantly. The enemy
had strong position at Cabin Creek and held out six hours. God has

blessed us.

Your obedient servant,
R. M. GANG.

Britf. Gen. D. H. COOPER.

CAMP BRAGG, September 29, 1S64.

GENERAL: I left camp on the morning of the 14th with 1,200 men
from my brigade and Howell s battery. Was accompanied by General

Watie with a detachment of 800 men from his brigade to make an ex

pedition north of the Arkansas .River. We proceeded to Prairie Springs
and encamped on the night of the 14th.

About noon on the 15th instant Ave arrived at the Arkansas River

and found it swollen so as to make it a difficult passage. It required
six hours to cross the river; hard work. All the artillery ammunition

had to be packed over by hand, and many of our brave boys were

plunged beneath the waves in consequence of quicksands. We en

camped in the river bottom, two miles above Redbank s Ford and
thirteen miles northwest from Fort Gibson.

On the 10th we proceeded on our way, crossing the Verdigris at Sand
Town Ford, about eight miles from the hay camp at Flat Rock. From
this point I sent Gurley s regiment, accompanied and piloted by a de-



CHAP. Lin.] OPERATIONS IN THE CHEROKEE NATION, IND. TER. 789

tachment from General Watie s command, around to the rear of the

enemy s camp, while we proceeded slowly toward the camp. General
Watie and staff with my staff accompanied me to the top of a mountain
while the command was halted below, and from our elevated position
we could view their camps, and with spy glasses could see them at work

making hay, little dreaming- that the rebels were watching them. From
thence we moved to within one mile of their camp unperceived, and I

sent Lieutenant-Colonel Welch to the right with a column composed of

the Twenty-ninth and Thirty-first Texas Cavalry (I)e Morse s and
Hardemau s), while General Watie conducted the Indian column to the

left, while I carried forward the center, with Howell s battery supported
by Martin s regiment, the Gauo Guards, under Captain Welch, and
Head s and Glass detachment of companies. I could distinctly see

Captain Strayhorn formed in the enemy s rear. The clouds looked
somber ami the V-shape procession grand as we moved forward in the
work of death. Then commenced a running tight with the enemy s

cavalry, while with the center I moved down and engaged their in

fantry. 1 sent Major Stackpole with a captured Federal lieutenant

under flag of truce to demand surrender, but they tired upon my flag
and then commenced the work of death in earnest. The sun witnessed
our complete, success, and its last lingering rays rested upon a tield of
blood. Seventy-three Federals, mostly negroes, lay dead upon the
field.

We captured 85 prisoners and left 5 badly wounded. We captured
and destroyed their camps and stores with large quantities of hay.
&amp;lt; )ur loss was 3 wounded.
We slept upon the battle-ground and found next morning the enemy

at sunrise on the 17th advancing from north and south. I sent Harde-
nian s battalion, under Major Looscan, southward to meet the force

from Fort Gibson while we proceeded northward and drove off the

cavalry without a tight. Major Looscan engaged the enemy, killing 1

and lost none. We now proceeded with the whole force northward
toward Fort Scott to meet the expected train. We proceeded almost
to Rock Creek, and hearing nothing of the train we feared lest they
might have taken the road east of Grand Eiver. We encamped on
Wolf Creek midway between the roads; scouted both and learned that
the train had not passed.
On the morning, of the 18th I proceeded with 400 .men and two pieces

of artillery toward Cabin Creek, leaving General Watie in command of
the camp. I found the enemy at Cabin Creek with a train of 255 wagons
and an immense herd of mules grazing on the prairie. We were as yet
undiscovered, and I dispatched a courier to General Watie to bring up
the balance, of our force and the other four guns, which he did without

delay. The enemy found us before dark, but my force was secreted
and their efforts to^ascertain our strength were ineffectual.

General Watie arrived about 12 o clock, and I immediately moved the
whole column forward, Lieutenant-Colonel Welch s command in front
with the Gano Guards and Head s company as flankers. When within
half a mile of the enemy I formed in line of battle, Colonel Welch on
the right, second Major Mayrant, third Howell s battery, supported by
the Gano Guards, Head s and Glass companies; fourth Major Looscan
and Captain Strayhorn, commanding Gurley s regiment, on the left.

General Watie s command was formed on the left ofmy brigade. Having
ascertained that the enemy were about moving their train, I advanced
the entire line to within 500 yards of the enemy s position. An officer
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came out in the darkness to bold converse, and having informed us
that they were Federals and learned that we were rebels, he called on
God to damn us, and invited us forward. I asked him if he would
receive a nag from us. He said he would answer in five minutes. I

waited fifteen, and hearing some wagons moving I advanced my line

about 3 a. m., and when within 300 yards or less of their fortifications

they opened tire. We replied with small-arms and artillery. The
teamsters, demoralized, fied and left their teams to tangle up in the
timber and break off wagon tongues. Some teams ran over the cliffs

and the wagons crushed the teams to death. Not being able to see the

fortifications, and having accomplished my design of stopping the train,
1 moved my command back under the brow of the hill and awaited day
break. There was a rest for near one hour, when the wagons began to
stir again. I- moved forward and gave them several more volleys and
retired again.
Soon day broke and the dawn revealed to us what appeared to us to

be immense earth-works, but afterward proved to be immense hay ricks,
ten in number, and just in the rear of said ricks a strong fortification

constructed of logs set up in the earth. To the left the timber along the
bluff of Cabin Creek was tilled with wagons and mules, and from behind
all these the enemy sent missiles of death. I changed the position of the

artillery so as to command the hay ricks and wagons, and got General
Watie to send Colonel Vann with the two Cherokee regiments across
to capture all wagons that might have left before day. I dismounted
Colonel .Jumper s command to assist in supporting the battery, and
afterward ordered Gurley s regiment to that post and Jumper in the
timber to think the enemy s right. Jle doubled back their right and
drove- them full l.~&amp;gt;0 yards, when they came to a stand. Xow appeared
a crisis, and 1 charged them with Gurley s regiment, leading them in

person, and would have carried the position but for a gully some
twenty-five yards in the rear filled with armed men who had not yet
participated. They were not visible until within twenty-five or thirty

yards of them. We were compelled to fall back, but not one man of

the gallant Thirtieth started from that murderous fire until I ordered
them to do so. 1 then ordered Captain Strayhorn, Lieutenant-Colonel

Welch, and Major Mayraut to take the timber and drive the right, the
( reeks and Seminolcs having exhausted their ammunition, while How
ell, Looscan, and Captain Welch poured their tire into the original
front, now the enemy s flank. Crash after crash of shell swept Yankees,
negroes, Pins, and mules away from the land of the living, while every
regiment and company poured in volley after volley, and the brave

Indians, having replenished with ammunition, came again to the work,
and all with a loud shout rushed on to victory, driving the enemy
beyond their fortifications, from where they fled in wild confusion to

the densely timbered bottoms.
At 9 o clock (six hours after the first volley was fired) the field was

ours, with more than $1,000,000 worth of Federal property in our hands.
We burned all the broken wagons and killed all the crippled mules.

We brought off 130 wagons and 740 mules. We clothed 2,000 men of

the expedition so as to make them comfortable for the present and have
some commissaries on hand.
The killed of the enemy at Cabin Crock numbered about 23; the

wounded not known
; captured 2(1. The jaded condition of our already

weak horses prevented us from capturing as many as we might have
done. Our loss was killed, 45 wounded 3 mortally.
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As we moved back with our train we met a re-enforcement from Forts
Smith and Gibson going up to protect the train, consisting of infantry,

artillery, and cavalry. We drove them back three miles and a half,
held them in check all night, and created the impression that we had
parked the train for the night by running an empty wagon over a rocky
place for two hours, while our train was being moved with all possible

dispatch toward Arkansas River. The day found us separating rap
idly, we following our train, while they were retreating toward Fort
Gibson. We expected to tight at Arkansas River, and hurried forward
with all dispatch day and night. For three days and nights our boys
were without sleep, except such as they could snatch in the saddle or

at watering places. They dug down banks, cut out trees, rolled wagons
and artillery up hills and banks by hand, kept cheerful, and never
wearied in the good cause, and came into camp rejoicing on the 28th
instant.

We were out fourteen days, marched over 400 miles, killed 97,
wounded many, captured 111 prisoners, burned C,000 tons of hay and
all the reapers or mowers destroyed altogether from the Federals

$ 1,500,000 of property, bringing safely into our lines nearly one-third

of this amount (estimated in greenbacks).
Our total loss was killed, 48 wounded 3 mortally.
The officers and men behaved gallantly. General Watic was by my

side at Cabin Creek, cool and brave as ever. Lieutenant-Colonel Welch,
commanding Twenty-hiuth ; Major Mayrant, commanding Martin s regi
ment; Major Looscan, commanding Thirty- first; Captain Strayhorn,
commanding Thirtieth; Captain Welch, commanding Gano Guards;
Colonel Vann- and Major Vann, commanding Clierokees; Colonel

Jumper, of the Seminoles and Creeks, deserve, great praise. Besides

captains and lieutenants, many were noticed by me of whom 1 cannot
now speak, for space and time will not allow.

Captain Howell and lieutenants of the battery deserve special men
tion for gallantry and efficiency. Captains Nicholson and Matthews,
Lieutenants Wall and Gano, Adams and Smoot, Majors Stackpole,
Eakius, Captain Pulliarn and Doctor Hears, of my staff, all were there
and did their part well. Also Major Scales and Lieutenant Watie, of
General Watie s staff, did nobly. 1 wish I could name all. The men
all did well and laid up for themselves imperishable honors. They
fought as the brave patriot tights. Our. cause is dear to their hearts,
and to say they were in the Cabin Creek light of the 10th is honor.

While all did their duty, let us give God the praise and thank him
that the victory is ours.

Your obedient servant, &c.,
R. M. GANO,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
General I). IF. COOPER,

Co HIm an
&amp;lt;IJny

I) i r-ix ion.

DALLAS, October 8, 18GL

GENERAL: I notice in looking over my reports that I omitted the

name of Colon-el Chekote. You will please have his name inserted just
after that of Colonel Jumper. Xo regimental commander was more
zealous than Colonel C. Cheerful in the discharge of duty and gal
lant on theiield, 1 regret the omission, but my report was hurriedly
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gotten up, as you are aware, and there may have been others who
deserve special mention; but where all did so well it is useless to name
them. To say they were there is enough.

Your obedient servant, &c.,
R. M. GANG,

Brigadier- General, Comma-it ding.
Major-General MAXEY,

Commanding District.

P. S. I have just reached home. Will remain five or six days, and
then proceed via Doaksville to Shreveport.

.It. M. G.

Return of casualties in Gatio x In-lijade in the ciif/a&amp;lt;jeiiicnt fit Cabin f reek, l&amp;gt;i&amp;lt;1. 7V/ 1

.

September If), 1S&amp;lt;14.

[Compiled from noniiniil lists of casualties.]

Command.
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The brilliancy and completeness of this expedition has not been
excelled in the history of the war. Firm, brave, and confident, the
officers had but to order and the men cheerfully executed. The whole

having been conducted with perfect harmony between the war-worn
veteran Stand Watie, the chivalrous Gano, and their respective com
mands, ending with the universal expression that they may again
participate in like enterprises, the commanding: general hopes that they
and the rest of the command may soon have an opportunity to gather
fresh laurels on other fields.

II. In the departure of General Gano he takes the best wishes of the

commanding general, and it is a matter of pride to record in general
orders the gallant bearing, energy, and promptness which has character
ized that officer in the execution of every order and instruction from
his brilliant dash at Diamond Grove to the splendid achievement at

Cabin Creek. While the circumstances attending require his imme
diate transfer, the commanding general hopes that it may be of short
duration.

By command of Brig. Gen. I). H. Cooper:
T. B. HEISTON,

Captain and Aiwistant Adjutant- General.

GENERAL ORDERS, \ HDQRS. DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,
No. 61. J Fort Toicson, C. N., October 7, 1864.

I. The major-general commanding announces with pride and pleasure
the series of brilliant victories on the 16th, 17th, 19th, .and 20th ultimo
north of the Arkansas River, by the troops under the leadership of the

gallant and chivalrous Gano and the noble old hero, Stand Watie, ac

companied by Howell s battery.
Of this expedition General Gano in his oftical report says:

For three days and nights our boys wore without sleep, except such as they could
snatch iu the saddle or at watering places. They dug down banks, cut out trees,
rolled wagons and artillery up hill and banks by hand, kept cheerful, and never
wearied in the good cause, and came into camp all rejoicing on the 28th. We were
out fourteen days, and inarched over 400 miies, killed 97, wounded many, captured
111 prisoners, burned 6,000 tons of hay and all the reapers and mowers destroyetl
altogether from the Federals $1,500,000 worth of property, bringing safely into out
lines nearly one third of this amount (estimated in greenbacks). Officers and men
behaved gallantly.

Of General Watie, he says: General Watie was by my side, cool

and brave as ever.&quot; Of the whole command he says: &quot;The men all

did their duty and laid up for themselves imperishable honors.&quot;

Throughout the expedition I am rejoiced to say perfect harmony and
good will prevailed between the white and Indian troops, all striving
for the common good of our beloved country. For gallantry, energy,
enterprise, dash, and judgment, and completeness of success this raid
1ms not been surpassed during the war. The major-general command
ing deems this a lit occasion to say that not the least of the glorious
results of this splendid achievement is the increased good will of the
Indian and white troops toward each other, and the increased cheer
fulness and confidence of all in their prowess and ability to whip any
thing like equal numbers. Throughout the year the morale of the com
mand has been steadily on the increase. For the troops of the Indian

Territory this has been a year of brilliant success. Your Arkansas
campaign is part of the recorded history of the country.
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Since your return almost every part of the command has been en

gaged. A steam-boat laden with valuable stores has been captured ;
a

regiment has been almost demolished in sight of the guns of Fort
Smith, the survivors captured, and the camp destroyed; many guns
and pistols have been taken; mail after mail has been captured; hay
camps almost without number have been destroyed and the hay burned ;

horses, mules, and cattle have been wrested from the enemy and driven
into our lines; vast .amounts of sutler s stores have been captured;
wagons have been burned in gunshot of Fort Smith; the enemy has
been virtually locked up in his forts, and your successes have culmi
nated in this most glorious victory, over which the telegraph informs us
the enemy is now wailing.

In our rejoicings let us not forget our gallant comrades in arms who
have offered up their lives upon their country s altar of freedom price
less sacrifices to their country s redemption. If there be widows and
orphans of these gallant men seek them out and deliver this poor
tribute to their worth, and let us remember the sufferings of our
wounded and offer them the tears of sympathy.

Stfldiers! there is a cruel enemy still cursing your country; there is

still work to do. You have proven what you can do. Eemember that
strict and cheerful obedience to orders, strict discipline, and thorough
drill will render you still more efficient as soldiers of the holy cause.
Your commanding general has every confidence in your ability and
willingness to take and perform any part you may yet have in the ensu

ing campaign.
II. It is ordered that this order be read at the head of every regi

ment and battalion and company of artillery and at every post in this

district.

III. A copy will be forwarded of this order and the commendatory
order of Brig. (Jen. D. 11. Cooper to the, headquarters Trans-Missis

sippi I )cpartmeiit.

S. 15. MAXEY,
Major- (.ii neral, Commanding.

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPT.,
No. 81. { tihrereport, La., October 12, 1864.

The general commanding announces to Hie army the complete suc
cess of one of the most brilliant raids of the war. The expedition under
Brigadier-Generals Gano and Stand &quot;VVatie, penetrating far within the

enemy s lines, has captured his forage camp and train, destroyed 5,000
tons of hay, and brought out 130 captured wagons loaded with stores,
after destroying as many more, which were disabled in the action.

These, with 135 prisoners and more than 200 of the enemy killed and
wounded, attest the success of the expedition. The celerity of the

movement, the dash of the attack, and their entire success entitle the
commands engaged to the thanks of the country.
By command of General E. Kirby Smith:

S. S. ANDERSON,
Assifttan t Adjutant- General.
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SEPTEMBER 11-30, 1864. Expedition from Fort Rice, Dak. Ter., to relieve

Captain Fisk s emigrant train.

Report of Col. Daniel J. Dill, Thirtieth Wisconsin Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS EXPEDITION FOR. RELIEF OF
CAPTAIN FISK S EMIGRANT TRAIN FOR IDAHO,

Fort Rice, Dale. Ter., October 4, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report for the information of the gen
eral commanding that in pursuance to instructions from headquarters
Northwestern Indian Expedition, dated September 10, 1864, I left this

post on -the morning of the llth of September with a command of 850

men, viz, 550 infantry, 300 cavalry, and one section of artillery, and
followed the trail of the Northwestern Indian Expedition for five days.
I then bore to the left, going- a very little south of west, on the trail of

the emigrants, seeing but two or three small parties of Indians until

the tenth day out from this post, when we reached the corral of the

emigrant train, after marching a distance of 180 miles. They had forti

fied themselves, and were in a condition to resist any attack made*by
the Indians. The emigrants stated that the Indians had left some days
previous to my arrival at the corral, evidently satisfied that they could
not take it, and that no Indians had been seen since they first left. I

think there is no doubt but that the Indians moved forward into

the Had Lands (which were quite close by), thinking perhaps the
train would commence to move when they disappeared, when they
undoubtedly could have captured the whole train, as they could not
have doubled the train up short enough to have protected it with the
force they had. Captain Fisk told me he had been trying to get the

emigrants for some days to break the corral and move forward, but he
could not get them to do it. The emigrants told me they never intended
to move one mile forward without a strong escort. They appeared to

be fully aware of the danger of going forward into the.Bad Lands. I

think Captain Fisk deserves censure at least for trying to urge the

emigrants forward under the circumstances, and knowing as much as

he should of the Indian character. I informed Captain Fisk and the

emigrants that I had come to relieve them and escort such as wished
to go back to Fort Rice to that point. Captain Fisk requested me to

send two companies of cavalry to escort him and the train for three or

four days, which he claimed would put him beyond danger, when, as he

stated, he could go through without an escort. I of course refused to

grant any such request, knowing the folly and madness of such a move
as that.

1 informed the emigrants that my command would march at 9 o clock

the next morning for Fort liice on its return and that any who wished
the protection of the command could have it by being ready at
that time. Captain Fisk made another and a last effort to get the

emigrants to go forward with him without an escort, calling on them
to divide and show by that their decision in the case; at the same time

faulting them for what he called backing out. They divided and about

twenty decided to go on with Fisk, the rest to go back with me, saying
they would never go forward without a heavy escort. Fisk declared
his determination to go on with the twenty men and even less, but
after sleeping on the matter and finding in the morning that a number
of the twenty men had changed their minds and were going back with

my command, he concluded to return Avith them. I left the corral at
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9 o clock on the 21st of September with the whole train, arriving at
this post on the afternoon of the 30th without meeting with any Indians
and seeing- but one or two small parties. I crossed a number of trails
of small parties and one of a large party apparently going south toward
the Black Hills. I also saw fresh tracks and evidences of small parties
on the Cannon Ball Eiyer on my return, but saw but one small party
of six or seven Indians on the river. The losses in the command were
1 man, 15 horses, and a few oxen. The man obtained liquor from some
of the emigrants and became intoxicated the morning we left the cor
ral and supposed to have laid down and [been] left behind. He
belonged to the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers.
On the sixth morning out from this post at your 50 camp, a small

party of Indians charged through the picket-line just at the break of

day, and stampeded about thirty horses, and succeeded in getting
away with fifteen. We were compelled to leave about fifteen or six
teen oxen, they becoming completely worn out. As before stated I

arrived at this place on the afternoon of the 30tli and the following-
day ordered the troops of the command to their several destinations as
directed by you, viz: The detachment of the Second Minnesota Cavalry
to Minnesota, via Fort Wadsworth, escorting such of the emigrants as
went that way: and the detachments of Brackett s battalion, Sixth Iowa,
and section of artillery, to Fort Kandall and Sioux City, escorting a
Government train of wagons and those of the emigrant s train going
that way, which was tin 1

larger majority of the emigrants, but few went
across to Minnesota. The detachments of the Eighth Minnesota Vol
unteers and Seventh Iowa Cavalry I ordered to report to Lieutenant-
Colonel Pattee, who took boats and left the evening of the 1st instant
for Sionx City.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DANL. J. DILL,

Colonel Thirtieth Winconsiii Infantry, Commanding Expedition.

Capt. JOHN .II. PELL,
Assistan t A djutant- Genera I.

SEPTEMBER 12, 1864. Skirmish at Caledonia, Mo.

Report of Maj. James Wilson, Third Missouri tftate Militia Cavalry.

PILOT KNOB. Mo., September 13, 1864.

GENERAL: A squad of forty or fifty guerrillas attacked fourteen
men commanded by Sergeant Warfield, Company A, Third Cavalry
Missouri State Militia, at Caledonia yesterday, at 12 o clock, and were
repulsed, with 1 man killed and several wounded. The sergeant had 2
men severely wounded. Last night at 12 o clock they plundered the
stores at Iron Mountain and destroyed the papers and machine in tele

graph ollice. All the mounted men 1 have are in pursuit of them.
JAMES WILSON,

Major, Commanding.

Brigadier-General EWING.
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SEPTEMBER 12-15, 1864. Scout from Fayetteville to Huntsville, Ark.,
with skirmish (14th) at Rodgers Crossing of the White River.

No. 1. Col. M. La Ruo Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union).
No. 2. Capt. Johu I. Worthiugton, First Arkansas Cavalry (Uiiiou).

No. 1.

Report of Col. M. La Rue Harrison. First Arkansas Carairy ( Union),

HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
Fayetteville, Ark., September 18, 1864.

GENERAL: Last Monday, 12th, learning that a party of rebels under

Captain Cooper Avere intending to attack your upward-bound train, I

ordered Capt. J. 1. Worthiugton to escort it as far as Little Sugar
Creek, and thence after leaving the train to sweep up White River
toward Richland and Huntsville. I inclose a copy of the report of his

expedition. lie attacked Cooper s band, over eighty strong, near

Jennings Ferry, on White River, and completely routed him. In the
different skirmishes he killed 9 men. lie captured Lieutenant Rogers,
Avho left Price at Washington (or Camp Magruder) on the 2d instant,
carrying a large rebel mail to Missouri, lie learned that the rebels
were on the Avay to attack your train about seven miles south of Cross

Timbers, but had been misinformed as to the time of its leaving this

place, and Avere about twelve hours too late. Worthington burned a
rebel tannery, and a large amount of leather in vats and some saddles
were destroyed. Our loss, 1 man slightly Avonnded. Rogers was
formerly from Gadfly ; says he thinks Price is already north of the
Arkansas. All letters captured and information receiAred go to show
that a column of 12,000 rebel cavalry is moving or is about to move
north into Missouri (probably by Avay of Batesville) 5

that Price is in

command of that cavalry, and that Magruder is left to command Ar
kansas, and that the rebels expect to Avinter on the Arkansas RiA^er.

The rebel Colonels JBrooks and Stirman crossed the Arkansas about
the 10th with 300 men; camped one night on White River, south of
this place; crossed oA er to Cane Hill, having been joined by Tuck
Smith s, BroAvn s, and other roving bands, Avhich will augment their

numbers to nearly 600. As near as 1 can learn, their intention is to

attack your next train and use it to transport their plunder south.

They expect to move out some rebel families, and take all the roving
guerrillas to the main army. This 1 gather from scouts, who heard
Brooks and Stirman express such intentions. 1 desire you to give
Major Galloway a strong escort for his horses, and think it Avill be nec

essary to guard well the trains from Cassville to South Sugar, as the

enemy have learned my style of escorting trains to that place and will

make the next attack north of it. Send me Avord a few days in advance
of each train and I Avill send a force to co-operate.

1 remain, general, your most obedient servant,
M. LA RUE HARRISON,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN,

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri,
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No. 2.

Report of Capt. John I. Wortliinyton, First Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

CAMP COMPANY H, FIKST ARKANSAS CAVALRY VOLS,
Fayetteville, Ark., September 16, 1861.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders
from regimental headquarters, I proceeded with ninety-nine mounted
men of the First Arkansas Cavalry to escort the train going north on
the 12th instant. On the 13th I left the train encamped at the Calla-

han Springs and went with seventy-five men to Bentouville, where we
attacked and disbanded a squad of Brown s and Jefferson s men, kill

ing 3. We returned and encamped with the train that night. On the
14th we left the train on Sugar Creek and marched to the Eodgers Cross

ing of White Elver. Here we encountered the combined forces of Car

roll, Etter, and Kaly, who were marching to attack the train near Keets-
ville. We charged and dispersed them, killing 5 men, and wounded a

larger number, capturing Lieutenant Eogers, Eighth Missouri Infantry,
Company L, and a Confederate mail. We then marched to the Sha: k
place on War Eagle Creek audfrom there to Fayetteville. On the entire

scout of four dayswe killed 8 men and wounded some 10 or 12, captured
35 guns, and killed 11 horses. I was ably assisted by Lieutenants Jer-

nigan and McGuire, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, and Lieutenant

Eubanks, First Infantry. In the charge they were in the front and led

[the] way with a gallantry that is seldom equaled and never excelled.

The conduct of the non-commissioned officers and men could not be

surpassed.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN I. WOETHINGTON,
Captain Company H, First Arkansas Cavalry, Comdy. ticout.

Lieut. JAMES ALLISON,
Acting Adjutant, 1st Arkansas Can. Volts., Fayetteville, Ark.

SEPTEMBER 13, 1864. Skirmish near Searcy, Ark.

Report of liriy. Gen. Christopher. C. Andreics, U. 8. Army, command

ing Second Division, Seventh Army Corps.

DEVALL S BLUFF, September If, 1864 9 p. m.

Sergeant Black and three privates, Ninth Iowa [Cavalry], of the

party that left the steam-boat with dispatches for General West, got in

to-day. Each of them was wounded three miles this side of Searcy,
where they were attacked by superior numbers. Six out of the party
were killed

;
10 others taken prisoners.

C. C. ANDEEWS.
brigadier- General.

Capt. C. II. DYER.
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SEPTEMBER 13, 1864. Skirmish at Longwood, Mo.

Report of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U. 8. Army, commanding
District of Central Missouri.

WARRENSBURCr, September 13, 180-L

GENERAL: Major Kelly reports from Tipton bands of guerrillas
south of the railroad, moving toward the Osage Hills and liiver; his

troops in pursuit, number not stated. A band of thirty-live had a.

fight at Longwood this morning with Citizen Guards; result not

known. Major Mullins had a skirmish near Dover on the 10th instant;

captured 2 horses and 3 equipments. Do not know that any of the

guerrillas were killed.

E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier-General of Volunteerts.

Major-General ROSECRANS,
Saint Lou in.

SEPTEMBER 13-17, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Fausse River,

La., with skirmishes near Bayou Maringouin (13th), near Rosedale (15th),
and near Bayou Maringouin (16th).

Report of Lieut. Col. Asa L. Gurney, Second Ifeic York Veteran Cavalry.

HDQRS. SECOND NEW YORK STATE VET. CAVALRY VOLS.,
Morganza, La., September 17, 1861.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of a raid
from whieh I have just returned:

Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 97, Cavalry Forces, Nineteenth Army
Corps, I left camp with 125 men of my regiment at 8 p. m. of the 13th

instant, and moved out on the Fordoche road, searching all the houses
in which rebels were suspected of being secreted. At Mr. Downing s I

encountered a party of fifteen rebels, and captured 1 man and 1) horses,
with nearly all their arms and equipments. Arrived on Bayou Marin

gouin just before daylight. Captain Ratliff was sleeping with his wife
in the house of Major Barrow. A gun fired .just before 1 reached the
house gave him the alarm, and lie escaped by jumping from his bed
room window. His horse, pistols, &c., were captured. Colonel Sparks
and Captain Barrow received the alarm by the firing of the same gun
and escaped to the swamp. 1 halted until evening at the house of
Colonel Sparks, when I moved down Bayou Maringouin to the place of
Mr. Bogan, and halted the command for the night. On the morning of
the 15th I moved across to Bayou Grossetete and encountered about

sixty of the enemy near Rosedale. After a slight skirmish they fled to

the woods to escape a charge made by a squadron of my command.
Four miles below Rosedale I found a house containing a large quantity
of dry goods, medicines, &c. The house was occupied by a Mr. Castle,
who ran to the swamp upon our approach. Mrs. Castle had gone to

New Orleans. 1 loaded the goods into a cart and brought them to camp.
Camped for the night at Mrs. Mathews

,
at thejunction ofBayous Grosse

tete and Maringouin. At daylight on the morning of the l(&amp;gt;th forded

Bayou Thomas
;
followed a bridle-path for about five miles, when I came

upon the camp of Major Pryne and captured, after a brief skirmish,



800 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lin.

Captain Gentles, 2 men, and a number of horses, arms, and equipments;
would have captured the whole command, which consisted of Major
Pryne, Captains Gentles and Williams, and about thirty men present,
had not a single shot been tired when we weie about a half mile from
the camp, where we met a messenger going out. Camped for the night
on Fausse Kiver, and came into camp about 8 a. m. the 17th instant,
The following is a list of captures: Three or four thousand dollars

worth of dry goods, 25 horses, 10 mules, 15 pistols, 5 carbines, 8 shot

guns, 4 prisoners of war, including 1 captain.
Mrs. Itatlrff has been stopping at Major Barrow s about a week, and

Captain Katliff has staid with her nearly every night. She came out
on Fausse liiver and waited nearly a whole day to see me; she stated
her business to be looking for a mule, but I think her object .was to see
when I returned to camp and get what other information she could.

A. L. GURNEY,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Cant. B. WILSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. /S. Forces.

SEPTEMBER 14, 1864. Skirmish at Bullitt s Bayou, La.

Report of Capt. Thomas .V. Elliott, Sixty-third U. S. Colored Troops.

HDQRS. DETACH. SIXTY-THIRD U. S. COLORED INFTY.,
Bullitfs Bayou , September 15, 1SU-L

SIR: 1 have the honor to submit the following report:

Yesterday, the 14th instant, about 8 a. in., a squad of rebels, number
ing about fifteen, attacked our picket on the river-bank by slipping up
through the brush. They killed 2 outright. They being mounted \vere

soon out of reach of us. I followed them about one mile and a half
with two companies, but finding it was useless I returned. They were
commanded by Jo. Cause. There is nothing this side of the Teusas, I

think, but this squad, commanded by the villain Jo. Cause.
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

T. M. ELLIOTT,
Captain , Commanding.

Lieut. S. M. GUEST,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

SEPTEMBER 14-21, 1864. Scout in Texas County, Mo., with skirmish (18th)
at Thomasville, Mo.

REPORTS.
No. 1. ( apt. Clemwit G. Laurant, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army.
No. 2. Capt. Ferdinand Charveaux, Fifth Missouri Stato Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Capt. Clement G. Laurant, Assistant Adjutant- General, U. S.

Army.

ROLLA
T Mo., September 20, 1864.

Capt. F. Charveaux, with a detachment of forty-five men IVom the
Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, attacked Colonel Coleuiaii^ baud
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of rebels, from 100 to 200 strong, at Thomasville last Sunday morn
ing. Twenty rebels were killed, 12 wounded, 9 captured; 28 horses
and mules were also taken. Our loss 1 horse wounded.

C. G. LAURANT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Capt. J. F. BENNETT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Capt. Ferdinand Charveaux, Fifth Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

ROLLA, Mo., September 21, 1864.

COLONEL: Pursuant to Special Orders, Xo. 154, from headquarters
Post of* Rolla, I left this post September 14 with Lieutenant Storz and
forty-two enlisted men from Companies K and L, Fifth Cavalry Mis
souri State Militia; proceeded twenty- five miles on a cross-road toward
Houston to James Cliffs

;
I then rested and camped till next morning,

September 15. 1 then started in the direction of Houston, arriving
there in the evening; remained over night at the place of A. Jadwin s,

near Houston. Next morning, September 16, 1 received information
that several gangs of bushwhackers were in the country. I then started
in a southwest direction with the expectation of meeting some. After

traveling about six or seven miles [ received information that about
thirteen bushwhackers had passed through that country the night pre
vious. I went to the house of Richmond, who is bushwhacking with
his son. I ordered the things taken out of the houses and had the
houses set on lire. I then proceeded live miles farther to the house of

Absly, who is out with the bushwhackers, which I had burned in the
manner of Richmond s. I went about three miles farther and received
information that there was a gang of about fifty bushwhackers in the
direction of Spring Valley; 1 tracked them about six miles, and lost

their track through the woods and the hills. 1 stopped over night at
Thomas Rinnan s and started early next morning, September 17, to

Spring Valley, where I received information that some rebels had been
at Thomasville two or three days previous. 1 immediately proceeded
iw direct course for Thomasville. taking by-roads. I stopped over

night at the house of William H. Goldsberry s. Xext morning, Sep
tember 18, started toward Thomasville. After traveling about three
miles I met a man who informed me that Colonel Coleman was to be
at Thomasville with his command of about 300 men the night previous.
I kept on my route, hastening my speed; six miles this side of Thomas
ville, at the house of Xallmesses. 1 was informed that Colemau had
camped at Thomasville the night previous. When 1 arrived within one
mile of Coleman s cam]) -the advance guard captured a prisoner, who
stated Hiat Coleman had 300 men, but that there were only from 100 to

200 in cam]). I used the prisoner as guide, and as soon as coming in sight
of the camp, which was in a field, 1 gave the order to charge, which was

promptly executed by my men, who were eager for the sport. After a
half hour s skirmish the enemy were completely routed, killing 20 men
and 1 captain (Taylor), captured 10 prisoners, 24 head of horses and
5 mules, nine saddles, and about 30 stand of small arms, which I was
obliged to have broken up except three guns that 1 brought in, as I

51 R K VOL XLL FT I
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had not transportation or means to bring: them here. Xo loss on our
side except one horse slightly wounded. I then marched back to Golds-

berry s and fed and went to S. Shopp s, where I stopped all night.
Next morning, September 11), started in direction of Holla. One pris
oner in trying to escape was killed by one of my men. Stopped over

night at William Thornton s, twelve miles this side of Houston. The
next day, September 20, I came as far as Jackson s Mill on Little Piney,
and arrived at Roll it to-day at 11 a. in., traveling on an average forty-
five miles a day. The horses seemed very much fatigued.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. CHARVEAUX,

Captain Co. L, Fifth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Lieut. Col. J. A. EPPSTEIN,
Commanding Post.

SEPTEMBER 15-19, 1864. Operations in Randolph, Howard, and Boone
Counties, Mo., with skirmish (16th) at Columbia.

Report* of Brig. Gen,. Joseph B. Douglass, commanding Eighth District,
Enrolled Missouri Militia.

COLUMBIA, Mo., September 16, 1864.

GENERAL. : I left Sturgeon yesterday morning with a detachment
First Iowa Veteran Cavalry and a detachment. Third Missouri State
Militia; went into Randolph County. South of Huntsville struck the
head of Perche Creek : followed down the creek. Late in the evening
I found the trail of a body of rebels; followed them until night.
Camped for the night, after traveling about thirty miles. Started

early this morning; found that I was on the trail of Perkins, Pitney,
Powell, and Bill Stevens, with seventy men. Ran on their pickets
about eight miles north of Columbia, killing 1 and running the others
three miles. The men scattered in every direction. I have two com
panies Forty-ninth Infantry in the brush, and learn that they had a
skirmish with the rebels to-day, but did not learn the result. My im
pression is that the rebels are trying to cross the river. I will leave
here early to-morrow morning, and intend to use every exertion in my
power to exterminate these men. Will report from time to time, as I

can find time to write and a post-office to send my letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. DOUGLASS,

Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK.

HUQIIS. EIGHTH MIL. DIST., ENROLLED MISSOURI MIL.,
Mexico, September 20, 1864.

GENERAL: I arrived at Mexico last evening, having been out six

days with 11(5 men First Iowa Cavalry and about sixty-five Third
Missouri State Militia. From Sturgeon we traveled on an average about
thirty miles per day, over the roughest portions of Randolph, Howard,
and Boone, thoroughly scouring the brush on the Perche Creek, from
its headin Randolph County to its mouth in Boone County. We killed
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2 rebels, captured 2 boys in citizens dress, and not knowing at the time
that they were bushwhackers held them as prisoners, but 1 now have
the proof againsi them that they are bushwhackers. What must be
done with them ? The largest band found was sixty- six, but on being
pursued they scattered and brojce up into smaller bands. I found no
evidence on the Missouri Itiver of a concentration to cross over south,
but found the rebels all over the country in small bands, fleeing and
secreting themselves to save their lives from the storm that they seem
to see coming. I think that many persons are deserting them and

going to the Northern States for safety, and if we ould have a nrst-rate

detective on the railroads many of them might be caught.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. DOUGLASS,
Brigadier- General*

Brig. Gen. C. B. FISK,
tiaint Joseph, Mo.

SEPTEMBER 16-25, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La.
r

with skirmishes at Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th),
and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan s Ferry (20th).

REJPORTS.

No. 1. Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, LI. S. Army, commanding I . S. forces at Mor

ganza, La.

No. 2. Col. Joshua J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, commanding Third

Brigade, Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps.

No. 3. Capt. James E. Willis, Eighty-seventh Illinois Infantry.

No. 4. Lieut. Col. Asa L. Gurney, Second New York Veteran Cavalry.
No. 5. Col. Henry N. Frisbie, Ninety-second U. S. Colored Troops, commanding

First Brigade of Colored Troops.

No. 6. Col. Alexander W. Terrell, Terrell s Texas Cavalry.

Report* of Briy. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, U. 8. Army, commanding C. 8.

forces at Morganza, L&amp;lt;t.

HEADQUARTERS IT. S. FORCES,
Morganza, La., September 16, 1861.

A company of my men, temporarily detailed on the gun-boat Ozark,
captured last night 5 prisoners, 4 horses, and some contrabands. A
force of seventy- live men, sent yesterday evening to Williamsport, were
attacked by a regiment of rebel cavalry and lost in killed and captured
31) men. I have dispatched Col. E. J, Davis with a heavy force of cav

alry, supported by infantry, to intercept them if possible before they
cross the Atchafalaya.

M. K. LAWLEE,
Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel CHRISTENSEN,
Asstt Adjt. Gen., Military Division of Went Mississippi,



804 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

MORGANZA, LA., September 20, 1864.

CAPTAIN : Last night I sent Colonel Spicely with 2,000 men to Atcha-
falaya. This evening he crossed and occupies the position where the
rebels had their battery, near Morgan s Ferry. I am sending out 1,000
additional men and will hold the point and place batteries in position
on this side to cover the crossing.

&quot;

M. K. LAWLER,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Captain TWINING,
Aide-de-camp, Nineteenth Army Corps, Xeic Orleans.

MORGANZA, LA., September 21* 1^61.

Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney, Second Xew York Cavalry, with 225 men
made a raid into the lower part of this parish and captured yesterday,
after a short skirmish, the camp of Captain Ratlin*

,
1 piece of artillery,

a number of small-arms, 3 prisoners, 15 horses, a chest of medicine,
and a large quantity of ammunition, clothing, and a rebel mail. The
piece of artillery was spiked, filled with shell, and sunk in the middle
of a bayou, in fifty feet of water. The road was impassable for artillery
or wagons, and hence the gun was destroyed. What ammunition could
not be brought off was thrown into the bayou. The; camp, which con
sisted of houses, barns, negro quarters, and a saw-mill, was burned.

M. K. LAWLER,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel CHRISTENSKN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

MORGANZA, LA., September 21, 1864.

It is not the intention to send troops any farther than to Morgan s

Ferry, about thirteen miles. I have one brigade and two batteries

there, and can withdraw at any time inside of five hours. The occupa
tion of that point enables ns to keep thoroughly posted in reference to

the movements of the enemy, and also to collect beef and forage, the
former of which we are much in need. I have just heard from Colonel

Spicely. He reports that the enemy are returning to Alexandria on
account of the scarcity of subsistence.

M. K. LAWLER,
Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel CHRISTENSKN,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Xeic Orleans.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Morganza, La., September 22, 1&6-1.

In addition to the articles reported to you as captured in the camp
of Captain Ratliff, I have to report 74.000 musket water-proof percus
sion caps, 22 ounces quinine, 5 pounds opium, and other medicines,
estimated in value by our surgeon at 384.

M. K. LAWLER,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel CHRISTENSEN,
Assistant Adjutant General, New Orleans.
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No. 1*.

Report of Col. Joshua J. (rnppcy. Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry,

commanding Third Bri&amp;lt;/(lc, Second Dirision, Nineteenth Army Corps.

HDQRS. 3i) BRIG., ID Div., IOTI-I ARMY CORPS,
Moryttiiztt, September itf, 186 i.

SIR: Pursuant to orders from General Lawler, I marched from this

place iu support of Colonel Davis on the Kith instant, with the One
hundred and sixty-first New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Kinsey com
manding-; the Twenty-third Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Hill com
manding-, and the Seventy-fifth and Ninety second U. S. Colored Infan

try; the last two named regiments reporting- to me under their brigade
commander, Colonel Frisbie. I inarched nineteen miles during the

night, two miles farther than was necessary, owing&quot; to want of exact
information on the part of the guide, but after correcting my position,
I went into camp at the head of Bayou Letsworth, oiiJthe ground where
our men had been captured that morning. Colonel Davis was proceed
ing down this bayou toward Simsport, and our camp was within three
miles of the rear of his column at the time of our halt, but I had not
established direct communication with him. In the morning we fol

lowed his force seven miles toward Simsport, when we met a messen

ger from Colonel Davis informing me that the rebels had got across the
river and that the cavalry was on its return. 1 halted till Colonel
Davis came up. and his information confirming what I had been told,

viz, that it &quot;was twenty- five miles to Morgan s Ferry by any practicable
route from where we, were, and the object of my joining Colonel Spicely
having ceased to exist by the escape of the rebels to the north side of
the Atchafalaya. I. decided to return to Morganza. Colonel Davis gave
me 200 cavalry and preceded me with the rest of his force on the return.
I marched back about fourteen miles and went into camp at 5.30 p. m.,
having made forty miles in less than twenty fignr hours. This morn
ing I came to camp here, marching about ten miles. My command suf-

ered no loss while out, but many of my men are very foot-sore.

I regret to state that this morning, while Colonel Frisbie was with
the rear guard and I was at the head of the column, many men of the

Ninety-second Colored Infantry broke from their ranks and commenced
stealing poultry, &c. As soon as advised of their actions I put them in

order in such a manner that they made no further attempts at pillag

ing. The Seventy-fifth Colored Infantry &quot;is an excellently behaved
regiment and I could not but admire their good behavior while the

Ninety-second were straggling about houses and yards this morning.
The lieutenant-colonel of the Seventy-fifth seems to be an excellent

disciplinarian. I have no fault to find with the Ninety-second, except
the acts of pillage above named, and Colonel Frisbie assures me that
the guilty ones shall be properly dealt with.

I have with reluctance mentioned this matter, that no imputation
may rest on my own character as an officer.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. J. (rlJPPEY,

Colone.l, ( omnuvnding Expedition.

Capt. B. WILSON,
Assistant Adjutftnt- General.
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Report of Capt. James E. Willis, Eighty-seventh Illinois Infantry.

MORGANZA, LA., September 18, 1864.

SIR: I would respectfully submit the following report of the scout

from Eighty-seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry and First Louisiana

Cavalry, on the 15th and IGth instant, of which I was commander:
The scout was composed of Captain Sheridan, with fifty men from the

Eighty-seventh Illinois, and Lieutenant Shaffer, with twenty-five men
from the First Louisiana. We moved out on the up-river road at 3

]&amp;gt;.

m. and encamped near Pringle s nbout dark. We moved up the
river next morning, IGth instant, about sunrise. At Williamsport a

picket was found, but dispersed when fired on by our advance. Here

Captain Sheridan was left with forty men. I went up the river with
Lieutenant Shaffer and thirty-five men; finding.no enemy we returned.

On arriving at the point where Captain Sheridan was stationed, we were
fired on by a rebet picket. We soon found one of our men dead and
another severely wounded. Supposing Sheridan had been driven
toward Morganza, we pushed down the river expecting to cut through
the rebs and join Sheridan, but after passing below the rebs we learned
that but one of Sheridan s men had passed; that the remainder had
been captured was evident, so we pushed on toward camp as fast as

possible. Of the party with Sheridan,! was killed, 2 wounded; one
of the wounded died in three hours and the other was brought in by a
scout and one escaped. In the hands of the enemy, 1 captain and 31

men from Eighty-seventh Illinois, and 5 men from First Louisiana

Cavalry.
Respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JAMES 1 ]. WILLIS,
Captain.

Captain WILSON, f
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Asa L. (furney, Second Xcir York Veteran Car-

airy. .

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FORCES,
Fan-sue Hirer, La., September ;&amp;gt;J. 1864.

CAPTAIN : Left camp with 225 of my command at 9 p. m. the 19th and
arrived at Bayou Alabama at 7.30 next a. m. after the hardest march
I ever had. Crossed the bayou, captured the camp of Captain Katlitt

after a short skirmish, and returned to this camp, where 1 arrived at 1

p. m. to-day, having fed my men and horses.but once in the time, as the

march was through woods and swamps. Captured at the camp of

Captain Ratliff, 1 piece of artillery, 3 carbines, (&amp;gt; pistols, 4 sabers, 3

prisoners of war, 15 horses, 4 saddles, large chest of medicines, large

quantity of clothing and ammunition, and a large mail. Spiked the

piece of artillery, filled it with shell, &c., and sunk it in the middle of

the bayou after dismounting it. Water about fifty feet deep. Had no

means of bringing it away and the roads were impassable for artillery.
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What ainnmnition could not be brought away was thrown in the bayou
or burned with the building. Burned the whole camp, which consisted

of houses, barns, negro quarters, and a saw-mill. Too much cannot be
said iii the praise of Lieutenant Westinghouse and Sergeant Cadwell, of

my regiment, who swam across the bayou in front of the enemy s sharp
shooters and brought across the flat-boat by which 1 crossed uiy men.

Inclosed I send you a few of the letters captured; will send more and
report more particularly as soon as I ca n get time. The citizen prisoner,
Howard, was arrested, as Mrs. Frank Harding, of Bayou Grossetete,
accused him of coming with Captain Pryne and arresting her husband
and sending him across the Atchafalaya for during the war on account
of his Union sentiments and because he took the oath of allegiance.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. GUKNEY,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Captain B. WILSON,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

HDQRS. SECOND VETERAN CAVALRY, XEW YORK YOLS.,
Morganza, La., September 22, 1864.

CAPTAIN : Pursuant to orders I left camp with a detachment of my
regiment at 7 a. m. the l!)th instant, with tive days rations, camp
equipage, &c., and halted at 10 p. in. at Poydras College, on Fausse

River, where I established a camp and sent orders to the detachment
of cavalry at Grossetete Bayou to report to me by direction of General
Lawler. At 9 p. m. the 2()th instant left my camp with 225 men (leav

ing fiftymen to guard camp) and moved OUL to Bayou Maringouin, where,
I searched every house. At the house of Wiley Barrow I left the

bayou and went straight back into the swamp, and after passing over a

very muddy road through an almost impenetrable swamp, arrived at

Bayou Alabama at 7.30 a. m., having been tive hours going over eight
miles of road. Halted my command one-third of a mile from the bayou
and dismounted my men to tight on foot. Went forward myselt to

ascertain the position of the enemy; found an island in my front from
which some of the enemy were bathing. Width of the bayou to the
island about fifty yards. On the opposite bank a camp fire, one piece
of artillery in position, a hut surrounded by camp kettles, &c., and
three or four men in the water. A flat-boat lay at the opposite bank
directly under the piece of artillery. Posted sharpshooters behind
trees, stumps, &c,, to keep the artillery silent and cover a crossing.
Brought up my men, while Lieut. Albert Westinghouse, Company B

;

and Sergeant Cadwell, Company B, both of my regiment, swam the

bayou and brought across the flat-boat, by which I was able to cross

thirty men at a time. The enemy disappeared in the woods upon see

ing us. Sixty men across and I commenced moving at a double-quick
into the woods; came upon the camp of Captain Katliff after one mile
and a half march and Captured it with but a slight skirmish. The
camp consisted of wooden buildings, houses, barns, negro quarters, and
A saw-mjll, all of which I burned, except a few quarters occupied by
old negroes. Captured at tliis camp 1 piece of artillery, a few carbines,
sabers, and pistols, a large amount of ammunition, including artillery,

carbine, san.d pistol powder, percussion caps, &c., five dozen pairs pants,
eight dozen shirts, Jarge supply of commissary stores, camp equipage,
&c., also 15 horses, 3 prisoners of Tyar. and a large mail. I was unable
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to bring away but a very small quantity of the captured stores on
account of the bad roads. Many places my men had to dismount and
lead their horses, having many bayous to ford and never finding- a
bridge. I spiked the piece of artillery and sunk it in the middle ot the
bayou, first dismounting- it; water about fifty feet deep and very soft
bottom. Destroyed everything- of value not brought away. Found at
the camp Mrs. Katliff, the captain s wife. Returned by another road,
striking- the State road at Robert I. Barrow s, five miles above Livonia;
halted at sundown at John Lombard s, where we fed and rested for the
first time since the day before. My men were very much fatigued, the
work performed by them being of the most laborious character. Re
sumed the, march at 7 a. m. the next day and arrived at my camp on
Fausse River at I p. in. Broke camp on Fausse River at 7 a. m. 22d
instant, and arrived at this camp at 12 in. I was informed by Mrs.
Frank Harding that her husbandwas arrested by Confederate authority
and confined for during- the war for taking the oath of allegiance to
the United States and for friendliness to our soldiers.
The order was issued for his arrest upon an application signed by Mr.

Pullman, of Grossetete Bayou, Mr. Mathews, at junction of Fordoche
and Grossetete Bayous; Mr. Ciberth, of Fausse River; Rev. Mr. Smiley,
Grossetete; Robert I. Barrow, State road above Grossetete. Mr. How
ard, whom I arrested, conducted Captain Pryne and men to arrest
Frank Harding and assisted in the arrest. I would respectfully recom
mend that the parties causing the arrest of Mr. Harding be arrested
and confined until Mr. Harding is released and returned to his family,
which is very large and poor.
The following were the troops under my command on this expedition :

Second Veteran Cavalry, Newr York Volunteers, 234 men: First Texas
Cavalry Volunteers, 75 men; total, 30!).

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. GURNEY,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. B. WILSON,

Assistant Adjutant- General, T7. S. Forces.

Report of Col. Henry N~. Frisbie, Ninety-second U. S. Colored Troops,
commanding First Brigade of Colored Troops.

EIDQRS. FIRST BRIGADE, U. S. COLORED TROOPS,
Morganza, La., September 24, 1S64.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report the safe return of my com
mand. Colonel Guppey, of the Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, hav
ing other troops, directed the march, which continued all night. Soon
after daylight we reached the point of our destination, which was Mor
gan s Ford, on the Atchafalaya River, where we found quite a force

under command of Colonel Spicely, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry,
and who treated us courteously and gentlemanly throughout the time
I was under his command. For two days we worked at fatigue, build

ing lunettes for the artillery and cutting roads iu the woods, so they
could be approached under cover. Some officers, apparently acting by
authority, seemed hardly able to find enough for the colored troops to

do. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearsall, of the Ninety-ninth U. S. Colored
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Infantry (engineers), who was in charge of the, works, became disgusted
and returned to Morgan/a. Some beef ])rocnred by a detail from my
command from over the river, by permission of Colonel Spicely, for the
benefit of the troops, who were suffering some from scurvy, was, in my
temporary absence, taken by a cavalry officer, who represented it to be

by my order. I am sorry to say there are persons wearing the uniform of
a U. S. officer who will not scruple to tell a falsehood to gain some petty
advantage and use his uniform to deceive a &quot;

poor nigger,&quot; and after

ward tell his smartness (shaine) to his fellows, and then with the air of
a clown look around for applause. The evening before we left some
buildings on the other side of the river were burned. There seemed to

be a general disposition to accuse the colored troops of doing it, and
Colonel Spicely seemed to believe the report, and would probably have
officially so reported it if I had not positively assured him to the con

trary, from indisputable evidence in my possession ;
but they could not

accuse them of burning the buildings the night before they came, the
ruins of which were still smoldering, and which was just as wanton
an act as the other. Some white soldiers on the road were catching
fowls, and no effort was made to stop them. When some officers sent
in some of their men to get water a white guard was sent immediately
to arrest them to prevent, as was alleged, their plundering, yet no stop
was put to the operation of the others. On the return but few men
were unable to march and keep up, and not a dozen had to be carried,
and in this respect they far exceeded the white troops. In fact, they
march as well as any white troops with which they have come in con
tact. Some sixteen recruits were obtained, and about 150 contrabands.
A patient and systematic effort would probably bring to light many
recruits, but great pains are taken to hide this class of persons on the

approach of our forces. The migration of so many women and children
is not encouraged, as they are an incumbrance to the army, and it is

not beneficial to themselves. If some officers with a few mounted
men are permitted to accompany the cavalry many more recruits could
be obtained; but as it is, when they go they have no interest, and in

fact discourage the coming of these persons. The policy of breaking
up brigades and then mixing white and black regiments to form a new
one for raiding purposes temporarily is exceedingly injudicious and
productive of much evil and disorganization, and but little good can
come of it. Xo white troops lifted an ax or a spade while out on that

trip to work, yet the colored troops marched as far, did as much guard
duty, and would probably have fought as hard as the other troops, as.

they carried as much ammunition and were as well armed, and while
the rest lay in the shade we were hard at work.
The constant violation of orders from the War Department by so

many commanders falling temporarily in command of colored troops
has been the subject of remark and complaint so long that it seems
useless to complain again or to mention it, for 1 have almost ceased to

expect justice from any one, for if they will not obey and respect the

published orders of the Secretary of War, neither will they those of
General Canby, for he has republished this order that prohibits colored

troops being required to do an excess of work or fatigue duty over and
above those with whom they are associated. The work is no objection
to either officers or men, but the manner and the circumstances under
which it is required. The slur and stigma of inferiority is what dis

pleases so many officers and makes it so difficult to keep our best offi

cers, for they will not command troops that the Government allows

inferiority to become attached to, for they say if the Government
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wants bosses or overseers let them so be employed from those who
want the position ;

but while they bear commissions they want .only
their fair share of fatigue, but will do any amount of fighting. The
people along the road of this raid and the one previous seemed terror-

stricken at the sight of black troops, and in future, if every raid is an
swered by black troops, you will soon not hear of one this side of the

Atchafalaya .River, yet they behaved in a soldierly manner and were at

all times under strict discipline. The distance between this place and
the Atchafalaya Kiver is so near on a straight line that a couple of

regiments could probably in a week make a good road between two

points. The value of holding the line of that river is so manifest to

one who will look at the subject that probably only very great interests

elsewhere have so far prevented, but Avith this road the same force that

holds the Mississippi could also hold that and give quiet and security
from Turnbull Island to Bayou La Fourche, and yet be as available in

three hours as if at Morganza. An intrenched camp on the west side

of that river to cover the operations of the cavalry up and down the

river and toward Opelousas, Hanked by batteries on the east bank,
would make the position impregnable, and no raid need be apprehended
from the certainty of its destruction if attempted. The force at Mor
ganza would answer the purpose, and when they are withdrawn, con
centrate the troops between here and the Brashear City Railroad, and
its occupation would include within our lines a very rich country from
which considerable supplies for the enemy are now being drawn, and
the abundance of timber would enable us quickly and cheaply to con
struct a telegraph and keep the wagon road in good order.

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. X. FRISBIE,

Colonel Ninety-second U. S . Colored Infantry, Commanding.

Lieut. (). A. RICE,
A ctint/ Asaitftant Adjutant-General.

Xo. (I.

Report of Col. Alexander ^Y. Terrell, Terrell s Texas Cavalry.

HDQRS. TERRELL S BRIGADE, BAGBY S DIVISION,
Everyreen. September 27, 1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 20th
instant at 3 a. in. a Federal force from Morganza moved against my
position at Morgan s Ferry. My advance pickets, who were stationed

at a secret post, gave information that one battery of four guns with an
advance of cavalry passed the secret post at 2.30 a. in., and that other

artillery was approaching with a large body of cavalry. Information
which had been received from persons trusted and relied on by me on
the 18th compelled the conviction in my mind that a comparatively
large force would move from Morgauza, with the design to cross and
drive me from the, line of the Atchafalaya.
On the 17th I had fought a force of Federals, estimated at 4,000

strong, with six pieces of cannon (Xims battery), and succeeded in

driving it back with considerable loss. Owing to this fact I was the
better satisfied that the threatened attack on the 20th would be with a
heavier force and more mettle than that with which the action was fought
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011 the 17th. One day s fighting with a careful aud critical examination
of the situation had convinced-me that if a systematic effort was made
by the enemy he could take the battery and most of its sharpshooter
support. For that reason I had ordered the battery to change its posi
tion to a point higher up the Bayou Atchafalaya until works of protee
tion coukl be constructed to avoid its being subjected to an enfilading
fire from the northeast and southwest.
On the morning of the LOth the enemy approached very leisurely,

halting out of range, and commenced the construction of an impromptu
bridge across Muscle Shoal Bayou, as also the opening of a road leading
to the river below the mouth of the Muscle Shoal Bayou. Before day
light the enemy had passed two pieces of cannon along the north base
of Cowhead Bayou Dyke, and moved them muffled to a point through
the woods, from which part of the levee on the west side of the river

could be enfiladed. The work on the bridge and in opening the road
to the south of my position continued. The design of the enemy was
made apparent at an early hour. It was to outflank me on. the right,
cross the river where there was no levee on the west side, and take me
in the rear, or else move by the railroad grade and cut off my retreat

through the swamp.
Under date of the 18th of September I received written instructions

from the brigadier-general commanding cavalry south of lied .River to
&quot;risk nothing in the wayofbeing

1

captured, and that ifan attempt is made
to cross in above or below to fall back at once.&quot; My action was con
trolled in a great measure by these instructions. On the first alarm I

had ordered my trains and sick to the rear. As the force of the enemy
developed itself the artillery was ordered to move in retreat, and when
preparations were made to cross by cutting the road down the river
below me, the regiments were ordered back, except three companies in

charge of Lieutenant Walton, assistant adjutant-general, who was left

to watch the motions of the enemy, retard their crossing, and skirmish
with them through the swam]). At 3 p.m. the enemy succeeded in throw
ing across the river two miles below Morgan s Ferry a body of 300 or
400 infantry, or dismounted cavalry, which moved thence up the river
in rear and flank of the position from which I fought on the 17th. As
they advanced the pickets thrown out by Lieutenant Walton retired
and rejoined their respective companies. The Thirty-fifth Cavalry
retired by the Faulkner s Ferry road, destroying the pontoon bridge
thrown across Bayou Eouge. Moved to Kntledge s, and there awaited
to form a junction with the Thirty-fourth Eegiment. which retreated by
way of the Atchafalaya and Washington road. The First Texas Cav
alry was ordered to fall back from Simsport, leaving small pickets oil

the river toward Evergreen, skirmishing with the, enemy if an advance
were made, and to await at Evergreen for a junction with the other

regiments of the brigade. Xo stand was made in the swam]) with the
two regiments because of the ability of the enemy to take me in flank
or rear, or cut off my line of retreat if the.railroad grade were traveled

by them with that intent, between which and the Atchafalaya and Wash
ington road no communication by cavalry could be kept up. As soon
as 1 was safe from capture I occupied the first available and defensible

position and placed my regiments in line, the one in rear of the other
one-halt* mile. In this position 1 remained until relieved by Brigadier-
General Debray, one regiment of whose brigade was thrown in advance.
From the best information I can obtain the Federal force consisted

of 3,000 or 4,000 men and twelve pieces of cannon, the larger portion
of which did not cross the bayou. My own force which could be used
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in tight aftei guarding the line of the river did not exceed 100 men and
four pieces of cannon with the men of the battery. What force of the

enemy crossed the river I am unable to determine.
Deserters who were sent forward to brigade headquarters yesterday

were among those who crossed in boats brought from Morgan/a, swim
ming their horses.

I am aware of the fact that my retreat from Morgan s Ferry is cen
sured by the citizens living near that point, not one of whom came to

iny relief on the 17th, when from daylight until dark I remained at the

battery with less than a hundred men righting several thousand.
1 have forgotten to mention that the ammunition for the battery was

nearly exhausted in the engagement on the 17th, and no supply had
been received on the 20th, though a courier had been started to send it

by express.
I have the honor, major, to remain your obedient servant,

A. W. TERRELL,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Maj. ROBERT M. FRANKLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

SEPTEMBER 18, 1864. Skirmish near Lexington, Mo.

No. 1. Brig. Geu. Egbert 15. Brown, I*. S. Army, commanding .District of Central

Missouri.

No. 2. Lieut. William Kcssini^er, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Xo. 1.

Report &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f Brig. (ten. Egbert II. Brown, U. *S . Army, commanding
District of Central Missouri.

VVARRENSIJTRG, Mo., September 1 .), 1861.

I learn by telegraph from Lexington that 150 guerrillas attacked a

camp of thirty ini4itia in Kay County, seven miles from Lexington, yes
terday evening. The militia were badly cut up. The guerrillas -started

in the direction of Hardin, down the Missouri Kiver. This is probably
the band that crossed below Dover.

E. B. BEOWX,
Brigadier- Gen era I.

Major-General ROSEORANS,
Commanding Department of the Missouri.

Report of Lieut. William Kexsingcr. First Missouri Rtate Militia Cav-

airy.

LKXINOTON, September J!&amp;gt;, 180-i.

Yesterday evening 150 guerrillas attacked the camp of thirty militia

in Ray County, seven miles from here. The militia retreated and
were severely cut up ; particulars not yet ascertained. The guerrillas
started in the direction of Hardin. down the Missouri River.

\VM. KESSINGER,
L ieuten a n t. Comma n d ing.

(Japtain STEGER,
\Varrensburg.
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SEPTEMBER 18-OCTOBER 5, 1864. Scout on the Cimarron River in

Northeastern New Mexico.

Report of Capt. Nicholas *V. Daris, First California Infantry.

FORT UNION, X. MEX., October 7, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I left the crossing of the
Arkansas on September 18, and arrived at Lower Springs of Cimarron
on the 20th, Major Updegraffarriving there the same day. Found water
at Battle-Ground, but none from there to Lower Springs, a distance of

forty miles, except a little at Sand Creek, found by digging. Believing
that there would not be sufficient water on the Cimarron for all the
animals under my escort to camp together (over 2,000), 1 left on the
21st with one-half of my command, escorting the mule trains, leaving
Lieutenant Edmiston with the other half to escort the beef-cattle and
ox trains, with instructions to start the following day aud join me at the
Rabbit Ear, where I would await him. [ arrived there on the 28th and
was joined by Lieutenant Edmiston on the oOth, who reported having
left the ox trains at Cold Spring, near Captain Bergmann s camp, the
cattle requiring rest. The owners of the beef-cattle wishing to graze
their cattle at Rabbit Ear, and believing it safe from Indians, I left

October 1, arriving at Fort Union October 5, without loss of men or

material, having been absent sixty-three days and marched 912 miles.

I have not seen an Indian during this march, except one boy who came
into camp on the night of September 16, representing that he was a
Ute who had been taken prisoner by the Couianches, and from whom
he had escaped four days before arrival in my cam]). This Indian I

have brought in and now hold subject to your orders. It is my opinion
that the depredations have been committed by Kiowas and Comanches;
that the stock stolen has been taken to the south on the Canadian and
its tributaries, and that trains can travel safely with small escort if

proper precautions are taken in camping. My thanks are due to Lieu
tenant Edmiston for efficient aid rendered.

I am. colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICHOLAS S. DAVIS,

Captain, First Infantry California Volunteers,

Colonel SELDEN,
Commanding Fort Union.

SEPTEMBER 20-25, 1864. Scout in La Fayette County, Mo., with skir

mish (23d) on the Arrow Rock Road.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas T. Crittcnden, Seventh Missouri Mate
Militia Cavalry.

CAMP NEAR SEDALIA, Mo., September 28, 1864.

COLONEL : In compliance with Special Orders, Xo.
,
from headquar

ters District of Central Missouri. I reported to the general commanding
said district on the afternoon of the 20th instant, at the depot of the
Pacific Railroad, at Warrensburg, Mo., with eighty commissioned and
non-commissioned officers and privates of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri
State Militia; thence proceeded by rail, under the general, to Tipton,
Mo., where 1 remained witlriny command until the morning of the 22d
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instant, when I received Special Orders (Field), No. 2, to proceed with
the detachment of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, by the

way of Dug Ford, on the La Mine, and into the eastern portion of La
Fayette County, Mo., thoroughly scouting

1 the country in search of any
bauds of guerrillas which may be infesting the country. I moved from

Tipton in obedience to said orders; traveled northwest in the direction
of the Dug Ford, on the La Mine River, until I reached the cam]) of

Captain Vansickler, Company L, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Held a consultation with him; learned that forty rebels, under some
unknown leader, had passed twelve hours preceding that time at Dug
Ford. I deemed it best to place a guard in ambush of Captain Van
sickler s company of the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia ; then to

assume a more westwardly direction ; cross the La Mine six miles above
the Dug Ford, at the Willow Ford; move out upon the Buffalo Prairie,
at the same time vigilantly guarding this latter ford, thereby sincerely
desiring to make this chief passway between Saline and Cooper Coun
ties somewhat memorable in the minds of lawless desperadoes. This
move was quietly made after night, no living resident being cognizant
at the time that Federals had bivouacked in that section of the country.
This concluded the first day s march from Tipton, being thirty miles.

At daylight next morning I moved five miles in the direction of
Arrow Rock, ascertaining no movements of any gangs demanding
attention. I proceeded west on the north side of Blackwater fifteen

miles, and as we were moving along the Arrow Rock and Brownsville
road we came upon five guerrillas, the leader being Bill Jackson (it is

supposed from facts learned of citizens), upon whom my advanced
guard opened fire immediately. With the rapidity of thought the
trained guerrillas dashed recklessly through the scrubby oaks down
and up the most precipitous hills, rendered more ragged by the accumu
lated quantity of unsettled stone upon their sides. My command pur
sued with the same fearless horsemanship, making the woods ring with
the clear report of their guns. One guerrilla was killed. I lost none
from my command. I suppose this small gang was a detachment from
the main body, which I afterward learned was so handsomely defeated

by a command of the First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under Major
Mullins. I learned from the citizens that after this defeat, which was
entirely unexpected, they scattered over the country, many without
hats and coats, and at times two on one horse, in the most alarmed
condition. I then moved with my command near Buck Snort, in Saline

County, and encamped during the night, having traveled twenty-five
miles. I moved my command early next morning nine miles back over
the road traveled the previous day to the intersection of the old Boon-
ville and Marshall road with the Arrow Rock and Marshall road;
marched in an eastwardly direction, crossed the Blackwater at Hunt s

Ford, and most thoroughly scouted the country through the Blackwater
Hills (the dark, dense, untrodden haunts of dishonest and lawless men),
fully expecting to surprise small squads of the band defeated by Major
Mullins the day previous. Frequent trails of the gangs could be seen,
but they had fled toward the Missouri River. Distance traveled on this

day was twenty-five miles. Being out of rations, having been ordered
to return to Warrensburg on the 25th instant, and having learned from
the citizens that Major Mullins command had moved to Sedalia hur

riedly, I supposed some unexpected movement of the enemy was talcing

place; hence I moved on to Warrensburg. I am fully under the belief

that there are not more than fifty guerrillas, if concentrated, on Black-
water. Numbers are greatly exaggerated by themselves for obvious
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purposes. I reached Warrensburg Sunday night ; distance, forty miles.
I captured an elegant gray mare, property of the bushmeu; turned licr

over to Capt. Joel K. Shaw, assistant quartermaster, Warrensburg, Mo.
Permit me to say, colonel, that the officers and men behaved with

great propriety during the scout. I did not have a complaint made to

me during my absence. I take special and particular pleasure in direct

ing your attention to the excellency of Thompson Allison as a guide and
scout. He excels any man 1 ever saw acting in that capacity. His
example, his conduct, his vigilance, and his bravery are very com
mendable. I take pride in recommending him to those in authority.
William Chester is a worthy man, of whom too much cannot be said as
a Government guide and detective brave, active, and ever ready.

I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
T. T. CRiTTENDEK,

Lieutenant- Colonel Sercnth Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

Col. JOHN F. PHILIPS,
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia.

SEPTEMBER 21, 1864. Affair near Council Grove, Kans.

Report of Lieut. Asa R. Bancroft, Seventeenth Kansas Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TOST,
Council Grove, September 23, 1864?

SIR: I have the honor to report the following difficulty with some of

the Kaw Indians :

On the 21st instant one of my men (Thomas Roberts), a teamster,
was hunting his mules in the timber, near the, camp, when two Indians
assaulted him with their knives and swore they would kill him if he
did not give them whisky. He told them that he had none, and struck
one of them with his whip, knocking him down. They once got him
down and came near killing him, but he finally succeeded in getting
away from them, and came to camp and reported the matter to me.
In order to be certain of procuring the offenders I sent two or three

squads of men into the brush with orders to bring into camp every
Indian they found. They returned with eight, none of them the ones
who attacked Roberts, and were all of them released the following

morning. They, however, caught one of the offenders, and after they
had taken him Roberts came up and the Indian drew his knife and

again started for Roberts, swearing he would kill him. Roberts had a
musket and stuck the bayonet into him, from which wound I think he
will die. I have done the best I could in the way of medical attendance
for the wounded Indian. These Indians are generally peaceable except
when drunk, which was the case with these two, as well as some others
that were taken. My men did some shooting, but they report that it

was done to make them stop, and that they all fired in the air; and as

I have heard of no others wounded, I conclude that to be the fact. If

there is any blame attached to any one I think it must rest on citi

zens who sell whisky to the Indians, and the agent informs me that
there are without doubt numbers in this place who do it. I am using
exertion to find out who furnished them whisky.

I am, lieutenant, your obedient servant,
A. R. BANCROFT,

First Lieut. Co. C. 17th Kantian Vol. Infty, Commanding Pont.

Lieut. J. E. TAPPAN,
Actg. Atsst. Adjt. Gen., Fort Riley, Kans.
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SEPTEMBER 22, 1864. Skirmish at Carthage, Mo.

Report of Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

NEOSHO, September 23, 1864.

GENERAL : I have, the honor to inform you that Carthage was burned
by the guerrillas yesterday, and the troops sent there to hold Carthage
had a light with the guerrillas at Carthage and drove them; particu
lars not known. I received my information from women [who] came
from near Carthage. I have information there is some 7.~&amp;gt; or 100 guer
rillas in the neighborhood of Baxter Springs. 1 have no additional
news from the south. I will send out a spy south to-day or to-morrow.
I will keep a close watch south, and I do not think a large force cau
get near me without my being apprised of their approach.

General, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
MILTON BURCH,

Major, Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. JOHN B. SANBORN,
Commandiny District of Southtcest Missouri.

SEPTEMBER 22, 1864. Skirmish near Longwood, Mo.

Heport of Br uj. Gen. Egbert 1&amp;gt;. Broirn, U. S. Army, comniandiny J)is-

trict of Central Missouri.

SEDALIA, September 2&amp;lt;

Major Mullins, First Missouri State Militia [Cavalry], had a skirmish
with Bill Jackson and Tom Woodson s band, numbering about 123, on

Thursday evening, about six miles north of Longwood. They killed a
number of the enemy (they report 10), with several wounded : captured
several horses, arms, provisions, and clothing. The rebels had pack-
animals loaded with clothing, and in some cases country-made hard
bread. They reported that they had fifteen days subsistence. No
enemy reported in Cooper County.

E. B. BROWX.
Brigadier- General.

Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Saint Louis.

SEPTEMBER 22-28, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Alexander F. Rice, Sixtieth U. S. Colored Troops.

HDQRS. BATTERY 1), FORTIFICATIONS HELENA.
Helena, Ark,, September 2!&amp;gt;. lti(i-L

SIR: I have the honor to transmit my report of a scout of six days
duration, commencing on the 22d and ending on the 28th of Septem
ber, 1864:
The undersigned, in command of twenty-one men from Sixtieth U.

S. Colored Infantry, left Helena o p. m. 22d September, and marched
to Ramsey s Ferry, on the Saint Francis River; crossed the river and
inarched up the river one mile and camped at Staton s ett 2 a. ni.

September 23; moved again at o clock up the river, arrived and
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camped in the canebrake. within one mile of Alligator Bayou at 8 p.

m.; captured one horse, found tied in the brush, belonging to John

Maley; picketed the roads; sent six men to watch some houses for

deserters from the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry. They captured one
deserter by the name of Benjamin Davis, belonging to Company I,

Fourth Arkansas Cavalry. They also secured the same night Stephen
Oatman, who gave himself up voluntarily; 7 a. m. 24th inarched one
mile to the mout.h of Alligator Bayou, picketed the roads, and camped
until daylight. On the morning of the 25th marched to Ball s Point;
pressed in horses enough to mount ten men. Finding there was no
rebel force in the vicinity, I sent a sergeant and ten men in charge of
th e prisoners, with a guide, through the canebrakes to Hamlin s Laud
ing, with orders to keep themselves secreted, with a picket to watch
the road, and for them to remain there until I arrived. I, taking ten men
mounted, with Hardin uud two citizens, proceeded to Burnt Cane Bend
and Cut-Off, on Saint Francis River, also to the head of Fifteen Mile

Bayou and Mud Lake. Captured in the rounds 4 prisoners, 3*horses,
I mule, and 1 revolver; camped at Palmers plantation midnight;
moved on the morning of the 26th to Council Bend, arriving there at

II a. m. At 3 o clock tie same day I took five men and proceeded to

Alligator Bayou to collect some cattle; arrived thereat 8 a.m.; left

Hardin with the men nd prisoners at Council Bend, with instructions
for him to take five men on the morning of the 27th and proceed up
the river some five miles to collect some cattle. He, hearing of some
rebels when he got there, started in pursuit, came upon their party,
numbering six, and he reports that he killed 2 of them; the rest

escaped. He captured three double-barreled guns and broke them
because he could not bring them away. This near Fifteen Mile Bayou.
He came back in the evening, capturing on his return 2 prisoners, 1 a
deserter from Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light) ;

the
other claimed to be a citizen, but had a furlough on his person, which
he claims to have written himself, for the purpose of keeping him from

being conscripted in the rebel army. On the morning of tne 27th I

started at daylight to collect some cattle, and proceeded with them to

Council Bend, bringing some belonging to a man by the name of Cook,
that was out with me on the scout, arriving at Council Bend at 12
o clock. The boat having arrived we proceeded to put the cattle on
board. The second squad that were after cattle succeeded in getting
about sixty head within one mile and a half of the boat, then had to

leave them on account of its being too dark to see to drive them. That
night left Hardin and eight men on shore mounted, taking the prison
ers and balance of the men on the boat, and anchored out in the river
until morning. In the morning landed and took six men and went in

search of the cattle, but could not find them, they having strayed oft

in the canebrake; then went on board the boat, started for Helena, and
arrived here at five o clock last evening. Two of our prisoners, named
Benjamin Davis and John West, escaped September 26. Davis
escaped in the morning at daylight, through neglect of duty of the

guard, he going asleep. West escaped in the evening, through the
window of the house where the prisoners were kept. We captured and
brought in, all told, 5 horses, 1 mule, 14 head of cattle, and 1 revolver.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. F. RICE,

Lieutenant, Commanding Ncout.

Lieut, WILLIAM CHANDLER,
Actg. Asxt. Adjt. Gen., l)ist, of Eastern Arkansas, Helena.
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SEPTEMBER 25, 1864. Skirmish at Walnut Creek, Kans.

Report of Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. S. Army, commanding District

of Upper Arkansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
In the field, Fort Lamed, Kans., September 29, 1864.

MAJOR: For the information of the major-general commanding the

department, I have the honor to report that I left this post on the 22d

instant, at 4 a. m., with about 400 men and two mountain howitzers,

provided with ten days rations of hard bread and half that amount of

bacon. It was my intention to have gone south of the Arkansas upon
Crooked Creek and the Ciinarron; but on arriving at the crossing* of

the river, sixty miles west of this post, on the evening of the 23d, I

learned that a force from the Department of New Mexico was at the

Cimarron Springs, and that a large party of Indians were camped on
the Smoky Hill. At 4 o clock on the morning of the 24th I left camp
on the Santa Fe road, and marched north, reaching a point that night
within eight or ten miles of Pawnee Fork. At 3 a. in. of the 25th I

continued my march directly north, and at the first dawn of day reached
the Pawnee, where the command was halted and a party sent up the

creek in search of a crossing. They had proceeded about half a mile
when they returned and reported the discovery of an Indian lodge and
some ponies. I immediately sent out a small party of men to recon-

rroiter, and soon heard a brisk iiriug. By this time it had become suf

ficiently light to discover that they were pursuing the Indians up the

creek, and I sent Major Anthony with Companies M and L, of the First

Colorado Cavalry, to re-enforce them. After waiting over an hour, and

hearing nothing from Major Anthony, I started up the creek with the

remainder of the command, and after proceeding about one mile 1 dis

covered the small force under Major Anthony surrounded on all sides

by the Indians, and gallantly righting their way back. As soon as the

Indians discovered that I was coming up with the remainder of the
force they ceased fighting and commenced to retreat.

Major Anthony had followed the first party of Indians up the creek
about six miles (the Indians all the time increasing in force), when he
found himself overwhelmed by numbers. He then attempted to send

messengers back to me and commenced to fall back. The messengers
were cut off by the Indians and did not reach me. My loss is 1 killed,

1 missing (supposed to be killed), and 7 wounded. We found dead
Indians. More are supposed to have been killed, as many were seen

to fall from their horses, but were immediately carried off the ground.
I pursued them on their retreat two days, until my stock becoming
exhausted and subsistence consumed (no buffalo in that region), I was

compelled to abandon the chase. From the head of Pawnee the Indians

crossed to Smoky Hill, and there were many evidences of their having
retreated in great haste. Their main camp was about ten miles up the

Pawnee from where we first attacked their picket, and numbered not

less than 4,000. 1,500 of whom at least were warriors, Cheyennes and

Arapahoes. There is little doubt but this party of Indians were mov
ing down for a raid upon the Santa Fe road or the frontier settlements.

If so, their designs for the present are defeated. It was clearly demon
strated in the fight on the 25th instant that the Indian warriors ride

fleeter horses than ours, and that their war parties cannot be pursued
with success.

JAS. (i. BLUNT,
Major-General.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT, Asst.
A&amp;lt;ljt. Gen., Department of Kansas.
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SEPTEMBER 25-OCTOBER 13, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Fort

Smith, Ark., with skirmishes at Clarksville (September 28), at White Oak
Creek (September 29), and at Clarksville (October 9).

Report of May. Thomas Dcrry, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

LITTLE ROCK, ARK., October 11, 1S64.

SIR : I have the honor to report that, in compliance with Special
Orders, No. 2, paragraphs II and IT. headquarters Cavalry Division,
Seventh Army Corps, I marched from Little Hock, September 25, with
the following detachments under my command, to wit: Third Wis
consin Cavalry, 111 men, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 1 surgeon, with
ambulance and medical supplies; Third Arkansas Cavalry,! captain
and 50 men; First Iowa Cavalry. 1 lieutenant and &amp;lt;&amp;gt;3 men; Third
Missouri Cavalry, 1 captain and (J4 men; Third U. S. Cavalry, 1 lieu-

teuaut and 50 men, with 9 men from the Fourth Arkansas Cav
alry; in all, 7 officers, 377 men, 1 surgeon, 2 ambulances, and 2 wagons,
but no surgeon with supplies from Second Brigade, as ordered. Hav
ing crossed the Cadron with much difficulty, the ferry-boats being
destroyed, the command obtained the first forage since starting, forty
miles distant, at Colonel Howard s, on September 20. Proceeding thence

through Lewisbtirg I ascertained that the various parties of the enemy,
scattered along the route, had been informed of the numbers of the
command and the object of the march. Encamped on Illinois Bayou,
where we found -plenty of wood and water but scarcely any forage.
On the 27th we camped six miles this side of Piney, where I learned
that the commands of Colonels Hill, Stirman, and Brooks were at
various points along the route with headquarters at Clarksville, at
which place they intended to oppose me. The next day, 28th, soon
after crossing the river, which I was obliged to do by making a long
circuit, the ferries being all destroyed, the advance, under Captain Her
ring, Third Arkansas Cavalry, began to fall in with parties of the

enemy and pursued them with much spirit. Approaching Clarksville
about 3 p. m., Captain II. fell upon their pickets, who, after some
resistance, fell back upon the main force in the town. The advance
followed on rapidly, deployed through town, the enemy taking refuge
behind fences and houses, the main column closely supporting them.
The enemy fled in every direction, leaving 7 dead. Independent com
panies and rebel conscripting officers are- very numerous and active in

this vicinity, having Clarksville for a rendezvous. So long had they
been advised of our coming that the citizens had letters written for us
to carry to Fort Smith and Little Kock. We were not expected so soon

by a day; our rapid marching took them by surprise, so their resist

ance wa not so vigorous as it might otherwise have been. Camped
three miles beyond Clarksville. We had scarcely halted when we
were bushwhacked on all sides. Skirmishers being sent out drove
them off until dark. Attempts were being made all night, under cover
of a severe storm, upon the pickets, but their alertness frustrated every
attempt, though at daylight 1 man from the Third Wisconsin Cavalry
was killed on his post. On the 29th skirmishing began with the inarch

upon the front, both flanks, and rear. Having thrown out skirmishers
on flanks these attacks were checked. Still firing was continuous with
out doing us much damage, the enemy suffering somewhat in wounded.
Camped on White Oak Creek. While the sergeants were posting their
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vedettes the enemy opposed them in a lively manner and during- the
whole night the command lay upon arms, being- ignorant of how large
a force surrounded them, for from every side was constant firing,

during- which 1 private of the Third Arkansas Cavalry was killed upon
his post. During the past three days forage had been plentiful. On
the evening of the 30th we reached Van Bnren, finding no feed for

horses, and with our ambulances and wagons loaded with sick. The
next day I reported to General Thayer at Fort Smith and delivered
him my dispatches. He was much pleased that the general command
ing had sent a force sufficiently large to break through the enemy s

lines, since he had not heard a word from department headquarters
since the arrival of the last boat. He represented that the enemy were

upon every side and were cutting- oft his forage and mail parties, and
had either captured or driven back every party he had started for

Little Rock.
We remained several days at Van Buren in order to receive dis

patches, mails, and to shoe horses, it being necessary to shoe about 150

here, besides a number each night after reaching camp while on the
inarch. We left on the 5th, acting as a portion of escort to forage train

at the request of General Thayer, by which we were delayed two days.
On the 8th we proceeded on our way toward Little Hock. Soon after

separating from the train and passing through the Mulberry Mountains,
the advance, under Captain Herring, began skirmishing. This night
(tamped within ten miles of darks ville. Just? as we were halting tor

the night a rebel captain and squad were driven from a house. Next
day the country people reported that the captain was wounded and
died. We found on the Oth a small force at Clarksville, who fired a

good many shots without inflicting damage, the advance pursuing them
across the bridge. On the 10th we had continual skirmishing and a
inarch of thirty-five miles to Illinois Bayou. Nothing occurred after

this worthy of notice. It is reported that a command is at Dover num
bering from 300 to 800 men. It is not likely that they are more than
300. We reached Little Kock on the 13th, having marched the distance,
not calculating the circuits made at the fords, 180 miles, in six days,
being nineteen days upon the round trip. From reports of the differ

ent detachment commanders I learn that we killed some 20 of the

enemy and captured 4 prisoners, one an orderly sergeant in Stirman s

battalion. I lost 2 killed, 2 missing, 1 died at Van Buren, and 31 left

sick. I brought back sixty-three non-veterans of the Third Wisconsin

Cavalry.
In conclusion I would respectfully represent that no detachment,

except the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, was supplied with shoeing tools

or shoes and nails. This neglect greatly impairs the efficiency of cav

alry; besides this, men just from hospital and weak with recent sick

ness are not fit for such long, hard inarches, neither is it proper to send
men mounted upon poor and sore-backed horses, since men are thereby
doubly endangered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
THOMAS DERKY,

Major. Commandinf/ Detachment.

Brig. Gen. J. E. WEST.
Comdf/. Car. Div., tScventk Army Corps, Little Rock, Ark.
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SEPTEMBER 26-30, 1864. Expedition from Napoleonville to Grand River

Bayou Pigeon, La.

Xo. 1. Maj. John H. Clybourn. Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 2. Maj. Jesse 8. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

No. 3. Capt. Dudley C. Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Maj. John JT. Clybourn, Twelfth- rilinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Xapoleonmlle, September 30, 1864 .

GENERAL: In pursuance to orders received from your headquarters,,
dated Thibodeaux, September 24, 1864, 1 have the honor to forward the,

official report of my expedition to Grand Itiver and Bayou Pigeon:
Monday, 2Gth instant, my command, consisting- of six companies

Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, left this place at G a. in.
;
arrived at Donald-

sonville, where two companies joined my command, and remained until
1 p. m., when the march for Bayou Goula was taken up, at which place
the command halted and camped for the night. About 1 o clock the

pickets were fired into by a party of jayhawkers of Captain Williams
command, evidently not knowing of our presence in that vicinity. A
few shots were exchanged, when the enemy turned and ran. The pickets
were then strengthened in case of any further attack.

Tuesday, (September 27. the command left Bayou Goula at 4 a. m. for

Plaqueinine, at which place the command arrived at 8 o clock
;
then pro

ceeded to Indian Village and arrived at 12 in. At 1.30 p. in. marched
for Micheltre s Ferry. After leaving Indian Village three miles, a small
boat was captured containing one sack of coffee, some men s and
women s shoes, also one trunk containing dry goods, which were sent
back to Indian Village, where one company were left to guard the ferry
at that place. The command then resumed their march. About 3 p.
m. the advanced guard was fired into by two men. They charged them,
but they took to the high weeds which infest that region and made
their escape. We captured their horses and arms. Companies A and
K, under command of Lieutenant Fisher, made a forced march in order
to form junction with gun-boat on Grand Kiver and Bayou Pigeon, at
which place he arrived at 4 p. m.: the rest of the command followed.
The whole command encamped for the night at Micheltre s planta
tion. It was reported that the enemy were in small force on the other
side of tke bayou, consequently on Wednesday, September 28, one
company was sent on that side of the bayou. The crossing being bad r

the horses had to swim the bayou, causing some little delay. After the

company under Lieutenant Pratt s command were ready, the balance
of my command proceeded to Indian Village, Lieutenant Pratt meeting-
no enemy and not being able to proceed any farther on the other side
of the bayou on account of the horrible condition of the roads they
being blocked up and impassable recrossed and joined me before I

arrived at Indian Village. Flat-boats, scows, small boats, &c., were
plenty. I destroyed them, but it is evidently of no use; the last expe
dition did the same and I found them just as plenty as before. The
country around Indian Milage is well adapted to contraband and smug-
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gling purposes. It is my opinion that, one squadron, of cavalry should be
stationed at Plaqueminc, where they could easily operate on the bayou in

that vicinity, and thereby break up their nests, detect and arrest all

persons aiding in that trade, and also detain and forever disband the

parties operating; on Bayou La Fourche. The command camped for

the night at Indian Village.

Thursday, September 29. the command broke camp and proceeded
to Plaquemine, where Captain Overrocker, with a- party, had proceeded
for forage and rations, and when the command arrived- the men and
horses were provided with provisions and forage and resumed their

march for Bayou Goula. When we arrived there it was reported that

Captain Williams had been at Bayou Goula on the 29th. and had gone
to his camp at Myers Mill, in the rear of Bayou Goula, where Captain
Howk, with two companies, was* sent. They proceeded about oiie^
mile outside of the town, halted, and camped. On the morning of*

Friday, September 30, left his camp at Bayou. Goula at 3 a. m., with
intention of capturing Williams band of jayhawkers, said to be en

camped at the mill. The captain proceeded to the mill, and found on
his approach that the rebels had been camped there at a house about

twenty minutes previous to his arrival, but no clue could be found as

to where they had gone. Captain Howk, while inarching through
Bayou Goula with his command, did allow his command to break open
houses and commit depredations, contrary to my orders, and the citi

zens of the place informed me that he allowed his men to take money
and clothing from their persons. On his arrival at Donaldsonville I

placed him in arrest, and will [have] charges preferred against him, that

he may be brought before a court-martial for trial for disobedience of

orders. This is the only instance, to my knowledge, where any depre
dations were committed. All the officers of my command were notified

by me that they would be held strictly responsible for the conduct of

their men and for any depredations that might be committed. The
command left Bayou Goula on Friday morning, September 30, for

Donaldsonville and Napoleonville, La. On arriving at the Cut-Off, on
the Donaldsonville road, it was ascertained that fifteen miles could be

saved; so four companies were dispatched on that road, the others

taking the river road to Donaldsonville, where they arrived at 4 p. m.

30th. The command arrived at 7 p. m. at Napoleonville, La.
JOHN H. CLYBOURN,

Major, Commanding Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. R. A. CAMERON,
Commanding District of La Fourche.

Xo. 2.

Report of Maj. Jcn.se *V. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

HDQRS. ELEVENTH WISCONSIN YET. VOL. INFANTRY,
Brashear City, September 30, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the ex

pedition to Grand River Junction,
N
of September 27, 28, 1804, and of

which I was in command :

I embarked on the II. S. gun-boat Carrabasset with 125 men of

Eleventh Infantry, Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers, at 5.30 p. m. Sep-
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tember 20, when we dropped down to her moorings and made fast to

her anchor. At precisely 12 o clock midnight we left moorings; arrived

off Pigeon Bayou at 5 a. m. 27th and anchored, it being so dark we were
unable to cross the bar at the mouth of bayou. At daylight weighed
anchor and crossed the bar into Bayou Pigeon ten minutes before 12

noon. The country between the mouth of Bayou Pigeon and the junc
tion of Grand River is one continuous wilderness. Until within one
mile of the junction there is not a house or sign of any habitation,

although on either side of the bayou the land is dry and might be culti

vated. It is covered with a heavy growth of live oak and thick cluster

ing growth of underwood. There are numerous paths running through
it in all directions, none of which show signs of recent travel. I landed

parties of men under competent officers at several different points along
the bayou and explored some distance back on either side, but could
discover no trace of the enemy. Pigeon Bayou is very narrow and
crooked, with large trees hanging over on either side, rendering it very
difficult of navigation with as large craft as the gun-boat, although it

has great depth, ranging from ten to twenty feet. Not finding the

cavalry at the junction when I arrived, I sent two armed boats up
Grand River about three-fourths of a mile, where I learned a large barge
of cotton was hidden in a small cove, with instructions to run the barge
down to the gun-boat if found. I then landed and went to the house
of Mr. Micheltre, directly opposite the mouth of Grand River. Here
I found two men who were in charge of the cotton and wrhom 1 arrested.

I also found a large quantity of cotton stored in the sugar-house on
Micheltre s plantation, which I seixed. The party sent in boats up
Grand River found the barge loaded with cotton hidden in a small

cove about three-fourths of a mile from the mouth, the underwood and

large trees nearly hiding it from view. &quot;No one being found at the

barge they immediately took possession of it and brought it safely to

the junction. I then sent a detachment under Captain Park down the

south side of Grand River as far as the plantation of Charles Palfrey,

occupied by one Mr. Brown, distant four miles. lie had learned that

a Confederate captain and four Confederate soldiers passed down in the

direction of Lake Natchez on the morning of the 26th. In theineantime
I had the gun-boat turned around, backed down opposite the sugar-
house, and all the available men I had, after placing a picket on each
side of the river, set to loading the cotton stored in the sugar-house
onto the gun-boat. At 6 p. m. the advance guard of the cavalry arrived,
the main body at 7.30. I had an interview with Major Clybourn, com

manding the cavalry; remained at this place all night. Started the

barge down Bayou Pigeon at daylight with one company of men under
command of Captain Park. Cavalry started at 9 a. m. and at 10 a. m.
I started down the bayou with the gun-boat, passed the barge and
crossed the bar, came alongside at 4 o clock, when we took her in tow
and arrived at Brashear City at 11.30 p.. in. September 28, with 3 pris
oners, 220 bales of cotton, and 1 large barge. We destroyed two large
flat-boats and several skiffs.

Verv respectfully,
J. S. MILLER.

Major Elerenth Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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l&amp;lt;To. 3.

Report of Capt. Dudley C. Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

BRASHEAR CITY, October 1, 1804.

SIR: In pursuance of orders I went on board Gun-boat 43, with my
command, at 4 o clock on the evening

1 of the 26th of September. My
command consisted of a detachment of the left wing of the Eleventh

Wisconsin, iu all seventy-five men. We lay at anchor in the bay until

3 o clock 011 the morning of the 27th, when we steamed up to Flat Lake.
From Flat Lake we entered Bayou Long and proceeded without inci

dent to its junction with Belle River. We found no difficulty in navi

gating Belle Elver, and reached Bayou Gotvell6 in safety. Entering
Bayou Gotvelle great difficulty was experienced from the short bends
and narrowness of the bayou. I succeeded in penetrating to within
three miles of Lake Natchez, where the bayou, becoming very narrow.
I lay to and proceeded with eight men, in a small boat, to the lake. I

found the bayou narrow, the bends short, and the bayou overhung
with trees; so much so that navigation was impossible for a boat over
100 feet long. As it was past 12 o clock, and knowing I could not form
a junction, as ordered, I concluded to return. Returning several miles,
we Lay over all night and started for Brashear on the morning of the

28th, where we arrived at 8.30 a. in., when I dismissed my command.

Bayou Long and Belle River are large, wide streams, navigable for gun
boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. C. WYMAX.

Captain Company G, Eleventh Wisconsin.

SEPTEMBER 29-NOVEMBER 30, 1864. Operations against Indians in

Nebraska and Colorado.

STJMMARY OF THK PRINCIPAL TCV^ETSTTS.

Sept. 29, 1864. Affair near Plum Creek, Nebr.

Oct. 7, 1804. Skirmish on Elk Creek, Nebr.

12, 1864. Attack on Overland Stage at Freeman s Ranch, near Plum Creek,

Nebr.

13, 1864. Skirmish near Mullahla s Station, Nebr.

20, 1864. Attack on settlements in the Platte Valley, near Alkali Station, Nebr.

21, 1864. Skirmish at Alkali Station, Nebr.

22, 1864. Skirmish near Midway Station, Nebr.

28. 1864. Skirmish near Midway Station, Nebr.

Nov. 6. 1864. Skirmish at Sand Hills Stage Station, Nebr.

19, 1864. Skirmish near Plum Creek Station, Nebr.

25, 1864. Affair near Plum Creek Station, Nebr.

26, 1864. Affair near Plum Creek Station, Nebr.

Skirmish at Spring Creek, Nebr.

No. 1. Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, commanding Eastern

Sub-District of Nebraska.

No. 2. Capt. Thomas J. Majors, First Nebraska Cavalry.
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No. 3. Capt. William \V. Ivory. First Nebraska Cavalry.

No. 4. Capt. John R. Porter, First Nebraska Militia Infantry.

No. 5. Capt. Tlioma.s B. Stevenson, First Nebraska Militia Infantry.

No. 6. Capt. Lee P. Gillette, First Nebraska Cavalry.
No. 7. Lieut. Charles Thompson, First Nebraska Cavalry, Acting Assistant Quar

termaster.

No. 1.

Reports of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, command-
Ing Eastern Hub- District of Nebraska.

HEADQUARTERS EASTERN SUB-DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,
Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter., November 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor respectfully to submit the following report
of military operations in this sub-district since I assumed command on
the 29th September last, in obedience to Special Field Orders, No. 2,
dated at Fort Kearay, Nebr. Ter., September 29, 18G4:
On the 2Gth day of September I arrived at this post with the com

mand, which moved from here with me on the 28th August, 1SG4, under
orders of Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis, after marching 800 miles in search of

hostile Indians along the waters of the Republican and Solomon Rivers.
On the 29th September, 1804, 1 was ordered to assume, command of the
Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, comprising a territory of 400 miles
of country from the Missouri River to and including Julesburg, Colo.

Ter., through which the several roads from Leavenworth, Atchison,
Nebraska City, Plattsmouth, and Omaha, converging at and a little

east of this post, continue west, forming the Great Overland Mail Route
to Salt Lake, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, and California. The troops
placed at my disposal consisted of one battalion Seventh Iowa Cavalry
Volunteers, one battalion Nebraska Veteran Cavalry, the veteran

portion of my own regiment, and four companies of Nebraska militia,

together with thirteen pieces of artillery, giving an aggregate of 971
men and thirteen pieces of artillery. After consulting with Brig. Gen.
R. B. Mitchell, commanding District of Nebraska, it was decided to sta

tion these troops as follows :

At Columbus, on Lonp Fork of Flatte River distant eighty-seven miles
west of Omaha City, Nebr. Ter., Company E, Seventh Iowa Cavalry
Volunteers, Capt. J. B. David commanding, numbering eighty-nine
men present.
At Junction City, on north side of Platte River and in the valley of

the same, distant forty-two miles east of this post, Capt. Isaac Wiles

company, First Regiment Nebraska Mil. tia (four-months men), number
ing forty-six men present.
At Little Blue Station, on Little Blue River and on the road from

Atchisou and Leavenworth, distant eighty miles southeast from this

post, Capt. A. J. White s company. Nebraska militia, numbering fifty-

nine men present.
At Pawnee Ranch, on same road and distant fifty-four miles south

east from this post, Capt. T. B. Stevenson s company, Nebraska
militia, numbering fifty-five men present.
At Fort Kearuy (headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska),

distant 200 miles from Missouri River in due west course and on the
south side of Platte River, Capt. Lee P. Gillette, Company A, First

Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, and four companies First Regi
ment Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, numbering 112 men pres
ent and four pieces artillery.
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At Plmn Greek, Nebr. Ter., thirty-five miles west of this post, Capt.
T, J. Majors, Company C, First Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers,
and three companies First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Vol

unteers, numbering 105 men present and one piece artillery.
At Mullahla s Station, distant fifteen miles west from Plum Creek,

Capt. H. H. Kibble s company (I), First Regiment Cavalry, Nebraska
Veteran Volunteers, numbering twenty-three men present.
At Midway Station, distant fifteen miles west from Mullahla s Sta=

tion, Capt. John R. Porter s company, Nebraska militia, numbering-
forty-nine men present.
At Gillman s Station, distant fifteen miles west from Midway Sta

tion, Capt. Charles F. Porter s company (A), Battalion Nebraska
Veteran Cavalry, numbering forty men present.
At Fort Cottonwood, Nebr. Ter., distant fifteen miles from Gilmiairs

Station, Col. S. W. Summers, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, commanding, one

company Seventh Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, one company Battalion
Nebraska Veteran Cavalry, and six pieces artillery, numbering 100
men present.

. At O Fallon s Bluffs, Nebr. Ter., distant thirty-five miles west from

Cottonwood, Capt. John Wile-ox s company, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, num
bering seventy-nine men present.
At Alkali Station, Nebr. Ter., distant thirty-five miles west from

O Fallon s Bluffs, Capt. E. B. Murphy s company, Seventh Iowa Cavalry,
numbering seventy-three men present.
At Beauvais Station, distant twenty-five miles west from Alkali Sta

tion, Second Lieut. Merrill S. Tuttle, Company A, Battalion Nebraska
Cavalry, numbering twenty-five men present.
At Julesburg, Colo. Ter., distant twenty-five miles west from Beau

vais Station, Capt. N. J. O Brien s company, Seventh Iowa Cavalry
Volunteers, and two pieces artillery, numbering- sixty-seven men
present.
The posts of Fort Kearny and Fort Cottonwood being the only mil

itary posts heretofore existing on this long line of communication
between the Missouri River and the States and Territories west of it

previous to this time, the supplies at these posts having been to a

great extent exhausted by the troops composing the expedition which
started from here under command of Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis 011 the 28th

August, a large proportion of which were troops from Kansas, and the
season of the year being far advanced at the time I assumed command,
I found myself in a great measure thrown on my own resources in sup
plying these numerous posts with quarters, defenses, hay, and fuel. The
public transportation being altogether inadequate to the wants of the

command, fuel and logs for building purposes having to be hauled in

some instances seventy-five miles, I instructed my post commandants to

press the empty teams of freighters returning from the west to assist

them in erecting defenses, hauling fuel, building logs, and hay, and also

directed them to press mowing machine.s into public service, and with
out delay put up such amount of hay as would be required for winter

consumption.
I would state for the information of the general commanding that the

instructions authorizing the pressing of teams and mowing machines
were such as would prevent any damage to citizen owners, having
directed commandants to exercise sound discretion and prevent as much
as possible any injury to citizens of the United States, and in every
instance where owners of teams or mowing machines made it manifest
that they would be sufferers by being detained on public work, their
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teams ami machines were promptly released. The necessity of adopt

ing this course was urgent and imperative, and had it not been pursued
the command and public animals would have suffered severely. Con
tracts to citizens would not be let on account of the imminent peril they
had to risk of being murdefed by hostile Indians unless guarded by
our troops, who, having so much other duty to perform, could not be

spared for such purpose. At the close of the last month, being thirty-

three days since the organization of this line of posts was commenced,
the work of erecting defenses, quarters for men and officers, stabling
for public animals, and providing posts with hay and fuel, resulted as

follows :

At Columbus there has been built a good stable, capacity 100 horses;

quarters for men are nearly complete and will be commodious, capacity
for 100 men

;
stockade work has been thrown up across the approaches

and the post made defensible, though this work is not yet completed.

Hay has been secured for winter supply, and fuel being close at hand
no suffering can possibly arise from a deficient supply.
At Junction City stabling for sixty-four horses, and quarters for

sixty-four men, has been erected; stockade work has been thrown
around quarters, and stabling sufficient to render the post defensible

against Indians. Hay for four months supply for sixty-four horses has
been secured, and fuel abundant close to the post on Grand Island in

Platte Kiver, insuring a full supply.
At Little Blue Station a deserted ranch has been occupied, additions

made to it, and the troops at that post are comfortably quartered.
Their horses are also sheltered, though the stable is not good. Abun
dance of fuel is close to station, and hay enough for the number of

horses at the post.
At Pawnee Kanch a result similar to that at little Blue Station has

been obtained, with exception of hay, which is issued in half rations.

The troops of this station will have fulfilled their term of service on
the 10th of December next, and at one time mutinied, forty of their num
ber actually marching toward Arkansas City in defiance of the cap
tain s authority. These men have by the influence of Col. O. P. Mason,
commanding Second Brigade, Nebraska Militia, been induced to return
to duty, but their absence caused serious delay in the progress of the

works, essential to the safety and comfort of the men and animals at

that post.
At Fort Kearny quarters and stabling for four companies already

existed, and the men have been busily engaged in constructing a rec

tangular redoubt 262 feet by 221 feet, with one demi-lune at each salient

flanking the ditches. This work, though not yet complete, is connected
with rifle-pits, and covers the eastern and southern flanks of the post.
Another redoubt will be erected at the northwest angle of the post cov

ering the northern and western flanks, connected by rifle-pits with the

interior works. This being a depot of supplies for posts east of it and
west as far as Midway Station, and no citizens being hired by the

quartermaster s department, the men have been actively engaged trans

porting supplies, cutting fuel fifteen miles distant and hauling the

same; hay and fuel sufficient for wintering the command has been
secured.
At Plum Creek quarters for the men have been erected capable of

accommodating 160 men. A rectangular redoubt 332 feet square with

bastions at the salients flanking the ditches has been commenced, and

though not yet completed will be a perfect defense when it is. A
deserted stable has been occupied for the use of the horses at this post.
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Sufficient hay for wintering the public animals has not been secured,
nor has a sufficiency of fuel for the winter been obtained, but both are
insufficient quantity within a short distance to prevent apprehensions
of a deficiency before spring.
At Mullahla s Station a deserted ranch^ind stable have been occu

pied, affording
1

ample quarters for men and stabling for horses. Hay
and fuel are being put up at this station, and there will be no defi

ciency of supplies before spring. Nothing has been done here toward
fortifying this post, the sod buildings and stables affording sufficient

defense for the force occupying them.
At Midway Station a deserted ranch and stable have been occupied.

Hay only in sufficient quantity for immediate consumption has been
obtained at this post, and no supply of fuel is on hand. There is fuel

sufficiently near, however, to prevent suffering, but hay will be short,
if a mounted force is maintained here, as there is not enough put up
within a reasonable distance to supply the post. No defenses have
been erected here, the sod buildings being deemed sufficiently secure

against any Indian attack.

At Gillmau s Station a deserted ranch and stable have been occu

pied, affording ample accommodations for the garrison. There is an
abundant supply of hay at this post*belonging to the proprietor of the

ranch, Mr. Gillman, which can be secured for public use. Fuel has not
been put up for winter supply, though it can be obtained readily fifteen

miles from the post. Xo defenses have been erected at this post, the
sod buildings, stables and stockade corrals belonging to the ranch
being considered sufficiently secure.
At Cottonwood commodious buildings are arranged in rectangular

form about parade ground, giving accommodations for 200 men and
stabling in rear of quarters for 178 horses, the whole inclosed by a
stockade five feet high along eastern, western, and northern fronts, the
southern face having a stockade nine feet high. Additional buildings
are about completed for 100 more men. A good hospital, quartermas
ter, and commissary buildings have been erected at this post, of cedar

logs the principal ones of hewed logs the company quarters of round
logs.
At O Fallon s Bluffs a deserted ranch has been occupied : another

similar ranch has been purchased and transported to the post and
erected adjoining to one occupied, affording limited accommodation? to

garrison. A good stable and stockade corral have also been occupied
and the stockade extended so as to form together with the buildings
and stables an efficient defense against Indian attacks. Xo hay has
been put up here, but the post commander feels confident he can secure
a sufficiency to supply him during the winter. Wood has to be hauled

thirty-five miles and is now supplied only in quantities sufficient to

supply the demand.
At Alkali a small sod house and stable \vere occupied and large ad

ditions built by the commanding officer. Quarters for 100 men and
stabling for 110 horses have been erected of sod, the timber for roofing,

&c., having been hauled seventy miles. An irregular line of parapets
has been thrown up connecting and inclosing buildings and 300 tons

hay cut and stacked. But little fuel has been obtained in excess of the

daily consumption, owing to the great distance which it has to be
hauled and the scarcity of transportation.
At Beauvais Station no buildings nor stables have been erected,

the proprietor, Mr. Beauvais, an Indian trader, having permitted the

occupation of a building and stable sufficient to accommodate the gar-
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rison. Hay aiid fuel have been contracted for at this post and a full

supply will be obtained. No defensive works were necessary here, the
stockade around the stable and corrals, together with the sod and log
buildings at the station, affording ample protection to the garrison.
At Julesburg, Colo. Ter., the stage station of Overland Mail Com

pany was temporarily fortified with rifle-pits no other quarters than
holes dug in the earth, with shelter-tents for rooting; the gables, walled
with sod, were erected. No stabling had been erected and the horses
were allowed to stand tied in a corral surrounded by a common pole
fence.

On the 20th October last this garrison was moved about one-quarter
mile west of the stage station and a commodious ranch occupied giv

ing ample accommodations. A large unfinished stable without roof
has been finished for men s quarters, and a commodious stable is in

process of construction. The sod inclosure around the ranch is an
excellent defense, and when the stables are finished this post will be
one of the best defensive stations on the line. An abundant supply of

hay has been secured here, but the fuel is not supplied in sufficient

quantity, the men having frequently to gather buffalo chips for cooking
their meals. The nearest fuel to this post is seventy-five miles dis

tant.

In addition to the work enumerated in the foregoing details of each

post, guards have been furnished the Overland Mail Company stages
daily each way from Little Blue Station, Nebr. Ter., to Julesburg, Colo.

Ter., each guard being relieved at the next post. At one time last

month so audacious had the Indians become in their raids that a
mounted escort of one sergeant and ten men had to be furnished to the

stage from Plum Creek to Cottonwood, each post relieving the escort.

All the hay cut by the troops of this command was cut by them under

arms, and the details ordered to procure wood were not unfrequently
driven out of the canons where alone it can be procured by superior
forces of Indians, and no wagons used by the troops of this sub-district

were permitted to go any distance from their posts without a strong
guard to protect them. Add to this duty the daily and nightly patrols

along the overland route and the constant reconnaissances made by
detachments from each post, often extending their operations 00 to 100
miles on either side of the Platte Valley, and the amount of service

performed, with a view of protecting the overland mail route, and the

many thousands of wagons laden with supplies for the Territories west
of the Missouri, which have lately passed over it in perfect security,
and some idea of the activity of this command can be arrived at. The
following is a resume of operations against hostile Indians as far as

reported to these headquarters: September 2!), a train of emigrants
returning from the West while camped two miles west of Plum Creek
was attacked about 8 p. in.; 1 white man killed and 2 wounded.

Capt. T. J. Weatherwax, Company G, First Regiment Cavalry Ne
braska Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, immediately pursued the

Indians; trail led across Platte River; Indians scattered, and trail was
abandoned.
October 2, Capt. T. B. Stevenson, Nebraska militia, with thirty men

of his company, started in pursuit of hostile Indians reported on the

Blue, west of his post; traveled toward head of stream; found trail

leading southwest; followed until satisfied Indians could not be over

taken, and returned. October 4, Capt. Thomas J. Majors, Company C,
First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, with fifty men,
scouted the country along Plum Creek, thence south to Turkey Creek



830 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LITl.

(called Mud Greek on map), and along it close to its outlet into Re
publican. On his return crossed Platte Eiver and scouted the coun
try adjacent to Buffalo Creek; saw numerous signs of Indians, but
did not encounter any; whole distance traveled 145 miles. October 6,

Capt. T. B. Stevenson, Nebraska militia, again moved in southerly
direction up Elk Creek, with twenty-live men, expecting to join First
Lieutenant Bremer, of his company, from Little Blue Station, with a
similar number of men. First Lieutenant Bremer was ambushed by
Indians, himself killed, and 1 of his men wounded. On the approach of

Captain Stevenson s force the Indians fled, scattering in such a manner
as to render pursuit impracticable. October 12, Overland Mail Compa
ny s westward-bound coach attacked by twenty-five Indians secreted in

a deserted ranch eight miles west Plum Creek at p. m.
;
one stage

horse killed instantly by first volley; coach stopped; guard and pas-

seugers,usiug coach as protection, opened a rapid fire upon the Indians

through the windows and doors of the ranch. After desperate fight,

lasting two hours, 2 Indians killed; rest fled. One of the guard se

verely wounded in head, and 1 passenger slightly, flesh wound through
leg. Commanding officer at Plum Creek immediately sent out a detach
ment of forty men under (/apt. W. W. Ivory, Company H, First Regi
ment Cavalry Nebraska Veteran Volunteers

; Capt. II. H. Ribble, com
manding at Mullahla s, also sending out fifteen men to join Captain
Ivory on Plum Creek. Captain Ribble s detachment met sixty Indian

warriors; 2 of our men killed instantly; seven succeeded in reaching
Plum Creek; the other six being cut off by forty warriors, dismounted
and fought their way back to Mullahla s Station, sheltering them
selves behind their horses. Indians lost .3 killed, 1 of them a chief
who spoke broken English, and several others wounded; our loss, &quot;2

killed, 2 wounded, 2 horses killed and 10 disabled by wounds.
October 18, Captain White. Nebraska militia, commanding Little Blue

Station, reports scout to south and seeing Indians, who could not be

approached near water shed between Little Blue and Republican Rivers.
October 20, 200 Indians crossed Platte River, movingnorth, fifteen miles
west of Alkali Station; killed 1 emigrant and ran off 50 head of oxen.

Capt. E. B. Murphy pursued them to Ash Hollow. His horses being
in poor condition and satisfied he could not overtake them he returned
to Alkali 21st, at 9 a. m., and resumed work on his quarters and defenses.

October 20, Capt. N. J. O Brien, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, commanding
post Julesburg, Colo. Ter., reported pursuit of same band of Indians
with forty men and one piece of artillery, with a similar result. October

21, same band of Indians having been re-enforced followed Capt. E. B.

Murphy back to Alkali and attacked his post. They were repulsed but
not pursued on account of exhausted condition of horses at the post.
October 21, Captain Stevenson reports having gone out with twenty
men and scouted the country south of Little Blue River. Saw many
signs of Indians but could not overtake any. October 22, forty Indians
attacked detachment of troops cutting wood near Midway Station.

Detachment retreated toward station, were re-enforced and pursued In
dians twenty miles, but could not overtake them. October 28, Capt.
John R. Porter, Nebraska militia, commanding Midway Station, reported
that a party of haymakers at work for Overland Mail Company near
his post were attacked and driven in by a party of Indians. Mounted
twenty-five men and started in pursuit, overtook them, killed 2 and

captured 3, rest succeeded in escaping. The party proved to be Paw
nees, who have heretofore been considered friendly toward the whites.

On the 22d of October last, the wind being from the north and favorable.
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I caused the prairie south of Platte Eiver Valley to be simultaneously
fired from a point twenty miles west of Julesburg continuously to a

point ten miles east of this post, burning the grass in a continuous line

of 200 miles as far south as the Republican Elver. In some places the
fire went out owing- to the grass being too thin to burn readily. But
since then detachments have been seutout and the work has progressed
favorably; every canon and all the valleys of streams along this line

have been thoroughly burned, thus depriving hostile Indians of forage
for their animals iii their hiding-places and driving all the game beyond
the Eepublican Kiver. From a point ten miles east of this post to Little

Blue Station I have burned only the creek valleys and canons, compell
ing the Indians to graze their stock on the high prairie if they remain
in that part of the country, and leaving the game in that section undis
turbed for the use of the Pawnees, who received twelve sacks of flour

from this post on the 29th October last and started for the hunting
grounds between Little Blue and Eepublican Eivers about 200 strong.
This hunting excursion of the Pawnees will prove of service to us,

ao it will scour that portion of the country left unburncd, and where
the hostile Oheyennes engaged our troops in July and October last.

These Pawnees have promised to warn the posts of Little Blue and
Pawnee Kanch in event of their finding hostile Indians. The firing
of the prairie has been commenced on the north side of Platte Valley
from Mullahla s Station to a point twenty-five miles west of Julesburg,
Colo. Ter., extending north in some instances 150 miles. Universal
consternation has spread among the Indians, to whom this mode of
warfare is apparently new, and their presence along the road through
this sub-district need not be apprehended during the winter. Officers

from Fort Laramie tell me that already the ettect-of this grand burn

ing of the prairie is manifest among the Indians, and that they are
anxious to make peace, but whether their propositions are induced by
fear of starvation, the game being driven off by fires, or only to check
the process of burning until they can renew hostilities in the spring,
I am not prepared to say, and would simply suggest a continuance of
the work as a punishment for past misdeeds and a warning to them of

what may occur in the future should they persist in their unfriendly con
duct. One thing is certain, this burning of the prairie has produced
a marked effect on the Indian tribes along the road, and they begin to

dread the white man s power. It will be borne in mind that the Platte

Valley proper that is, the country lying each side of the river up to

the bluffs on either side has been protected from fire by express

orders, and carefully preserved for the use of the immense amount of
stock used in transporting merchandise over the road to the States and
Territories west of Missouri Eiver, and no suffering can possibly occur
to the numberless teams traveling to and from the west.

I inclose diagrams* of the buildings and defenses of all the posts
under my command the black lines indicating the finished portions
of the work, and the red lines the unfinished work in process of com
pletion. I regret to say that the horses of this command are not in a
fit condition for active field duty, arriving as nearly all of them did
from a long and arduous expedition of 800 miles, during which they
were on short rations most of the time, and being immediately ordered
to occupy posts which required constant activity and Avatchfulness on
the part of commanders to keep off hostile Indians by whom the coun

try was to a great extent overrun. The horses have, been compelled
to do a vast amount of duty, and are thin and somewhat exhausted.

* Not found.
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Stringent regulations are being enforced, however, by which the care
of horses will be bettered, and I confidently expect them to reetiperate
sufficiently before long to fit them for active duty in hunting

1 down the
murderous Indians who committed so many acts of atrocity along this

road in the summer. It affords me much gratification to state that

although numerous attempts have been made by the Indians to inter

rupt communication between this post and the western Territories
since I assumed command, all their assaults have been repulsed with
loss to them. They have been steadily pursued whenever a trail could
be found, and the country adjacent to the road for sixty miles made too
hot for them. No interruption whatever, either of the U. S. mail or the
immense amount of transportation passing over the road, has occurred
thus far under my command.

Before closing this report 1 would respectfully call your attention to

the patent truth, the hostility of the Indian tribes is general throughout
the West. Those tribes who are on reservations, such as the Poncas,
Omahas, Pawnees, and Otoes are restless, and already one band of the
Pawnees has shown a spirit of resistance to our authority in the late

affair near Midway Station on the 28th ultimo. From all tlflfe information
thatl can gather it appears to be the determination of the Indians gen
erally to prevent the future encroachment of the whites upon their

hunting grounds, and I confidently look for a renewal of hostilities on
a much larger scale in the spring, for the reason that the war this past
summer has been a success for the Indians, turning into their hands large
amounts of valuable property captured from trains and many superior
horses and arms taken from the murdered teamsters, while compara
tively no punishment for these crimes has been administered to them
by our forces. I firmly believe that unless a terrible example is made
of them for instance, the total annihilation of some of their winter

encampments, by which they will be brought to feel the power of the
Government and its ability to avenge the terrible butcheries committed

by them during the past summer they will from their past successes
be encouraged to a more vigorous and audacious warfare as soon as

the grass is green next spring. I discard the opinion which has been
so freely advanced by many that this Indian war has been instigated
and aided by whites. Its origin is in the natural antipathy between
the Indian and Anglo-Saxon races. The rapid strides of civilization

toward and over the liocky Mountains foreshadow to the Indians a
future so abhorrent to all his natural instincts that he cannot help turning
upon the white, man and attempt in his savage way to check this an

nually increasing current of white emigration toward his once quiet
and bountifully supplied hunting grounds.

I cannot conclude without expressing my admiration of the soldierly
behavior of the four companies of Nebraska militia under my com
mand. They have endured privations and done duty without murmur
ing, only one company, Captain Stevenson s, having manifested any dis

orderly conduct and that was promptly remedied by Col. O. P. Mason,
Nebraska militia. Their services entitle them to the thanks of their fel

low-citizens, and the Territory may justly feel proud of such gallant
men.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

K. B. LIVINGSTON,
(Jolonel First Ref/t. Nebraska Cav. Veteran Volx.,

Command ing Eastern Nub-District of Nebraska.

Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant- General, War Department, Watiltinyton, J). C.
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HDQRS. EASTERN SUB- DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,
Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter., December 1, 1864.

SIR: 1 have the honor to respectfully submit the following- report of

military operations in this sub-district for the mouth of November
last:

In my last report I exhibited the amount of labor performed by our

troops at the various posts in this sub-district, and during- the last

month additions of various character have been made to buildings for

the comfort of the men and officers, and the posts, with few exceptions,
are how as comfortably provided for as the exigencies of the service will

permit. For details of the progress made at the different posts I have
the honor to invite your attention to the accompanying report of Lieut.
Charles Thompson, acting assistant quartermaster, and acting- commis
sary of subsistence of this sub-district.

The following- is a resume of scouts and skirmishes had in the last

month:
November 7, 1804, Capt. E. B. Murphy, Company A, Seventh Iowa

Cavalry, commanding jjost of Alkali Station, reported that Indians
attacked Sand Hills Stage Station at 10 p. m. Oth instant. Their object
seemed to be to run off stock. Were repulsed by six men of his com
pany there as stage guard. No damage done.
November 11, 1804, Capt. A.G. White, Nebraska militia, command

ing post Little Blue Station, reported scout southwest of his post, fif

teen miles on Elk Creek. Found one Indian pony running- loose. Saw
no Indian signs.
November 1(5, 1804, Capt. William W. Ivory, Company II, First

Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, moved from

post Plum Creek southwest up Plum Creek, on south side, ten miles,
thence north to Freeman s ranch, and camped. On 17th crossed to

islands in Platte River, scoured them thoroughly, returned to bluffs

south of Freeman s, and searched the canons for three miles; about 11
a. in. struck fresh trail of about twelve Indian ponies going south.

Being out of rations, and horses woru out, returned to post at Plum
Creek.
November It), 1804, Capt. Thomas J. Majors, commanding post Plum

Creek, reported that 100 Indians attacked train three miles west of that

post. With the mounted patrol of fifteen men immediately went to the
rescue of train. Found Indians in line of battle, who immediately
charged his force; were repulsed. Capt. Thomas J. Weatherwax,
Company G, First Nebraska Cavalry, with re-enforcements, came in

sight, when Captain Majors, with his force of fifteen men, charged the

Indians^ and drove them ten miles southwest, when darkness came on,
and he was compelled to relinquish the pursuit. Our loss, none.

Indians, killed, 5. Ox train lost; 20 head of oxen killed and wounded.
November 20, 1804, Capt. S. M. Cumin, Company E, First Nebraska

Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, moved from post Plum
Creek to scene of previous day s affair, thence southwest to bluffs, and
struck trail of the retreating Indians, which he followed to Plum Creek,
thence up on south side five miles. Here found many articles thrown

away by the Indians; moved up the creek to the bend, twenty-five
miles from post Plum Creek. Here Indian trail spread out on the

prairie, and was lost. Turned course north to Platte River; scoured
bluffs and cations east to post of Mullahla s; remained there over night.
On 21st was joined by Captain Ribble, Company I, First Nebraska
Cavalry, commanding post Mulluhlu, with eighteen men, and moved up

&amp;gt;3 B it VOL XLI, rx i
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Platte River to old Indian haunts. Found no fresh indications of In

dians Laving; been there of late. Returned in afternoon to Plum Creek
Station.
November 26, Capt. T. J. Majors, commanding post Plum Creek,

reported that the westward-bound coach was attacked five miles east

of that post, about 8 p. m. 25th, and 3 passengers, one woman and two

men, wounded. On receiving this information immediately sent Capt.
S. M. Curran, Company E, First Nebraska Cavalry, with his squadron
to place of attack; found no Indians; found telegraph wire down and cut

in three places, apparently cut by hatchets. By information gathered
from passengers and driver the attack was made by a small force.

November 26, Indians attacked train five miles east of post
Plum Creek at 4 p. m. Captain Majors, commanding post Plum

Creek, with sixty men, immediately proceeded to the train. When
within two miles of the train discovered Indians fleeing south. Fol

lowed at full speed and came up with them fifteen miles south, on head

waters Spring Creek. Only half his Lorses were able to keep up, and
when Indians made a stand in a deep canon had only thirty-five men

up had been close to and firing into enemy s rear for the last mile.

Indians from canon opened up brisk fire at distance of 250 yards. Men
dismounted and fought them. Ordered mount and attempted to gain

position on flank or rear; from small numbers was unable to divide

force, and every move to flank them was foiled by concentrating move
of their whole force, numbering from 75 to 100. Darkness coming on,
was compelled to retire. One man, Private McGinnis, Company E,
First Nebraska Cavalry, slight wound. One horse killed and 2

wounded. Indians, 3 killed and a number wounded.
November 26, Lieut. J. P. Murphy, Company F, First Nebraska Cav

alry, with eighteen men, marched to Sand Hills Stage Station, east of

tliis post, at which place one man had been murdered the evening pre
vious, and from there escorted overland stage coach to Elm Creek Stage
Station. Coach proceeded from there on and he moved with his force on
to Pawnee Ranch and Liberty farm. On the 28th returned to Muddy
Stage Station. On 2 (

,)th marched south and west, and came up Dry
Creek, scouring the country and setting fire to the grass along all the

streams. Returning to Fort Kearny saw no signs of Indians that

were fresh.

November 26, Capt. Lee P. Gillette, First Nebraska Cavalry, com

manding post Fort Kearny, reported that in obedience to orders from

headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska he moved with fifty

men of his command from Fort Kearny at 11 p. m. 26th, in a westerly
direction seventeen miles; thence south to bluffs seven miles; thence

southwest over the prairie to head of canons on Spring Creek; thence

east from Spring Creek. On the 28th scouted in southwest direction

nine miles back to Spring Creek, ten miles from its mouth. Near
this creek found trails made by Indians and unshod ponies. Trail

led both up and down the stream. Followed trail going south. At
mouth found several old lodges. Crossed Spring Creek and moved up
the Republican. On 20th moved west five miles and formed junction
with Captain Majors from Plum Creek Station; marched down Repub
lican to mouth of Spring Creek and followed up that stream to its

source, scouring the canons leading with it; thence northeast course to

Platte River. On 1st December returned to Fort Kearny. Distance

traveled 150 miles.

November 26, Col. S. W. Summers, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, coin

nianding post&quot;
Fort Cottonwood, reported that in obedience to iustruc-
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tions troin headquarters sub-district, Captain Cremer with fifty men
moved at 12 p. m. 2(5th for Dan Smith s Station. At daylight was
joined by ten men from that station and forty men from Oilman s, and
with that force moved south to the Republican River; crossed that
stream and marched east to and up Beaver Creek. On the 30th turned
direction of march north to Platte River, crossing the Republican
River due south of post Plum Creek. From post Plum Creek returned
to Fort Cottonwood. Reports no Indian signs on Beaver Creek.

Thirty miles west of a line south of Plum Creek crossed a fresh trail

going- south of about forty Indians without lodge poles. On the

Republican crossed another large trail of at least 150 with lodge poles.
This party had camped there two days previous; had erected their

lodges and evidently had been there some days. Reports no buffalo

in country scouted over.

November 27, Capt. Thomas J. Majors, First Nebraska Cavalry
Veteran Volunteers, commanding post Plum Creek, reported that in

obedience to orders from headquarters sub-district he moved at day
light from post Plum Creek with fifty men and one 12-pounder howitzer
south to scene of affair of the day before; thence southwest eighteen
miles, where he struck the Curtis trail and camped. On the 28th con
tinued march to the Republican River. On the 29th moved down the

river, where he met Captain Gillette with force from Fort Kearny.
Learning from him that fresh trails had been seen, leading north and
none south, moved on down the river to Spring Creek, then up that
stream twelve miles, where found seven Indian lodges recently occupied
and capable of containing 150 Indians. On the morning of the 30th
found that the Indians had separated or spread out so as to leave no
trail that could be followed. From that point inarched to head of

Spring Creek, where the command separated, Captain Gillette moving
toward Fort Kearny and his command back to post Plum Creek; dis

tance traveled, 100 miles.

I beg particularly to call your attention to the gallantry of the troops
at Plum Creek Station and the efficiency and promptness of the com
manding officer, Capt. Thomas J. Majors. This officer, occupied as he
has been to his utmost capacity in building fortifications, quarters, cut

ting hay and fuel, escorting stages, &c., has also been very active in

hunting down the hostile Indians who have so frequently attempted
raids on the road within his jurisdiction. His daring and self-posses
sion in action are worthy of all praise, and by his promptness in flying
to meet the enemy he has saved a number of trains and rescued a large
number -of travelers from being brutally murdered by the ruthless

vagabonds of Indians who perpetrate their deviltries alike on women
and children, as well as men.

I have the honor again to call your attention to the fact that the
defensive character of this Indian war on our part is not calculated to

terminate the atrocities so frequently committed by hostile Indians,
scattered as the troops are along a line of 300 miles, with greater or less

intervals between posts. These intervals, over which trains must
necessarily pass, are subject to inroads by raiding parties of Indians,;
and it is on these that all the skirmishes of the last month have
occurred. The number of troops at the posts not being large enough
to permit any one of them to send out a sufficient force to penetrate
into the Indian haunts south of the Republican River with safety, their

scouting parties are necgssarily confined in their operations to search

ing for and engaging small war parties of Indians, who always fall back
on the approach of our troops and escape south. You will observe a reg-
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ularity in the time of attacks adopted by the Indians. They invari

ably strike the overland road at a late hour of the day, by which means,
when pursued by our forces, night interferes to stop the pursuit and the

majority of them thus escape. I feel convinced that nothing short of

an expedition against the encampments of the hostile Sioux and Chey-
ennes south of the Eepublican River, which will, strike and destroy
some large band, will terminate this barbarous warfare. Our position

along the overland road and tljc vast amount of goods passing over it

offers temptations to the young warriors of these hostile tribes which

they will continue to embrace. In the past month they have not been

successful, our troops promptly meeting and driving them, but such

petty warfare is precisely of that character which stimulates the Indian

brave, and unless a severe punishment is administered to them in their

own encampment 1 look for continued raids of the character described
in reports of scouts and engagements heretofore forwarded to your head

quarters. The overland road is not safe for trains containing less than

fifty or sixty well armed men. On the 19th of November last you will

see that the Indians did not hesitate to attack a train numbering over

forty armed men, and had it not been for the timely arrival of Captain
Majors that train would undoubtedly have perished. Thus far my
efforts to keep open the great.routes have proved successful

;
no interrup

tion has taken place, although frequent raids have been made on it. To
insure the safety of trains and the, mail and passengers on the Over
land Mail Company s stages, I issued instructions to post commanders
directing them to hold small trains traveling over the road at their

posts until a sufficient number of them were gathered to insure their

safety on the road before permitting them to proceed on their way.
The stage company was directed to time their departures east from
Cottonwood and west from Fort Kearny so as to insure the passage of

the coaches over the dangerous parts of the road in daylight. Mounted

guards have been furnished the stage company between this point and
Cottonwood, but this service is very injurious to our horses; 132 men
are required for this duty every day. Dismounted guards continue to

be furnished at the post west of Fort Cottonwood and east of Fort

Kearny. The accompanying letters of instructions relating to this

matter are forwarded for your information.

In my opinion all that is necessary to obtain peace with the Chey-
ennes and Sioux is to crush some of their large winter encampments
out of existence, when feeling the power of our arms, they will submit;
nothing short of this can accomplish lasting peace or give security to

the great overland route. I would recommend that a temporary depot
of subsistence stores and grain be established at a convenient camping-
ground on the Republican in the month of April next, or earlier if

deemed advisable, and that a body of mounted troops not less than
300 strong be used as scouting parties from that point until some large
winter encampment of hostile Indians is found, when the whole force

could be assembled and marched with all celerity consistent with safety
to horses, to attack and destroy the encampment found. 1 do not con
sider it best to march a large body of troops over these desolate plains,
encumbered with wagons, and trusting to chance to find the enemy.
Such bodies of troops will always be seen hrst by the wily Indians, and

timely preparation to move their encampment be made by them. It is

utterly impossible to move a large body of men over the prairies with

out exposing them, and for this reason such bodies are nearly always
unsuccessful in meeting the enemy unless our numbers induce him to
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believe he can vanquish us, when he will offer battle, bntthisis so sel

dom the case that I deem the plan of making a depot and finding an
encampment through reconnaissances infinitely more certain of success.
The best season in which to attack Indians is in the early spring
months; April and early part of May when the young grass purges
and enfeebles their stock, disabling them from running any great dis
tance and insuring their being easily run down by our grain fed stock.

I would also suggest the propriety of establishing a post on the

Republican River, immediately south of Plum Creek, at some favorable

point on the north side of that stream, connecting it by a telegraph
line with Plum Creek Station early next spring. By this means raid

ing parties of Indians could be met by the troops of both garrisons and
effectually checked. The timber on the Republican would enable the
erection of log houses for quarters and stables and the erection of a
substantial stockade around the garrison. Your attention is called to
the fact that nearly all the depredations by Indians have been confined
to the neighborhood of Plum Creek, and that the great Indian route
between the Platte River and the country south is over the prairie
lying between the Republican and the Platte Rivers, immediately
south of Plum Creek.
The supplies for such a post could be hauled very readily, as the

country between these points is excellent for road purposes. ILL addi
tion to the advantages of such a post in deterring marauding expedi
tions of Indians, it would be found of great service to our posts along
the overland road in furnishing a supply of fuel, which is abundant on
the Republican and its tributaries, while it is exceedingly scarce on
the road. The advantages of a post on the Republican River are so
self-evident that I will not point them out further.

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant,
R. R. LIVINGSTON,

Col. Ixt Reyt. Nebr. Car. ret. To/*., Comdy. Kast.tiub-Jtiftt. of Nebr.

Capt. JOHN PRATT,
Axut. Adjt. G en.. Dist. of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebr. Ter.

[Inclosnre No. 1.]

HEADQUARTERS EASTERN SUB-DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,
Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter., November 27, 1864.

WILLIAM REYNOLDS, Esq.,
General Supt. 0. /S . Line, Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter. :

SIR: In view of the frequent ambuscades by hostile Indians between
this post and Fort Cottonwood, and the fact that nearly all these hos
tile demonstrations occur after darkness, I deem it essential to the

safety of the U. S. mails and the lives of the passengers in your
coaches that you make it incumbent on your division agent to run the
coaches between this post and Fort Cottonwood by daylight. I re

spectfully suggest the hour of 4 a. m. as a seasonable hour for the de
parture of the coach from this point for the west, and 3 a. m. for the

departure of the coach going east from Cottouwrood.
I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

R. R. LIVINGSTON,
Col. First Nebr. Car. Vet. TW.s., Comdy. Eatf. tiub-Dist. of Nebr.
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*. I
Iiiclosure No. -.]

HEADQUARTERS EASTERN SUB DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,
Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter., Xorember X8, 1864.

COMMANDING OFFICER POST,
Fort Kearny, Plum Creek, MiiUalihi s,

Dan timith 8 Ranch, GiUman Sj Fort Cottomcood :

SIR : The colonel commanding
1

directs that you do not permit any small

trains to pass your post unless there are enough men with it to defend it

against Indian attacks. As soon as another train arrives and in your
judgment the combined trains are strong enough to resist Indian at

tacks, permit them to proceed.
By command of Col. R. R. Livingston :

F. A. MCDONALD,
First Lieut., First Nebr. Car. Vet. Volx., Act(j. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

No. 2.

Reports of Capt. Thomas J. Majors, First Nebraska Caralry.

HEADQUARTERS POST,
Plum Creek, October 13, 1864 9 p. m.

LIEUTENANT: I am just in receipt of news from Captain Kibble

fifteen men sent by him, agreeable to my order (all he could mount), to

make a junction with Captain Ivory on Plum Creek, south of Mullahla s

Ranch. After having made a scout out as far as ordered and not meet

ing with Ivory, they started back and came up within sight of the

ranch. On the bluffs opposite they were attacked by about sixty or

more Indians, overpowered, and compelled to retreat. The Indians

were between them and the ranch, consequently they had to fall back
south: T\vo were killed (Jackson and Kelley) and 7 still missing, under

Bangs. The only hope 1 have for their safety is that they may fall in

with Captain Ivory, who is somewhere on Plum Creek, with about

thirty men. I sent him out about 4 o clock this morning. Two of his

horses giving out ten or twelve miles up the creek, he sent them back,

and they on their return came within sight of one Indian, who immedi

ately fled southward. Their horses being in no condition to pursue,

they came in and reported, whereupon I at once sent Captain Curran

out to, if possible, find, attack, and kill all Indians found, supposing
from- this information that Captain Ivory had passed by them and they
were lurking in his rear. I just hear that Captain Curran has arrived

at Mullahla s Ranch without seeing anything of the enemy or Captain

Ivory. I at once sent him orders to procure rations from Kibble and

immediately follow; if possible make a junction with Captain Ivory.

All the mounted force 1 have are now out under Captains Curran and

Ivory. I hope for the best results, believing that if either Cm-ran or

Ivory sees them they will make sad havoc among them. I regret

exceedingly that 1 am not personally in command, but have full confi

dence in those that are. I hope the necessity of the case will not

demand my calling for more force, but if trouble still continues it will

be impossible for me with my limited force to guard as much road as I

am called upon to do, and beside this build quarters for my men, which
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are very much needed, as winter is fast approaching. As soon as I am
in possession of all the facts relative to the scouting parties I will at

once communicate it to you.
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, &c.,

THOMAS J. MAJORS,
Captain, Commanding Post.

Lieutenant MCDONALD,
A. A. A. G., East. Sub, Dist. of Nebr., Fort Kearny, Nebr.

You can telegraph this to Livingston if you think necessary.
MAJORS.

HEADQUARTERS POST,
Plum Creek, Nebr. Ttr., December 1, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: In compliance with requirements of Circular No. 9,

headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, November 24, 1864, 1

have the honor to report as follows:

From the 1st to 16th of November the work of building quarters
was vigorously continued. Seven rooms have been erected for officers

quarters, one for sutler and two for quartermaster s and commissary
stores. But a fewr more days

1 work is required for their completion.
About sixty feet of embankment has been constructed of sod-wall four

and a half feet in height and three feet in thickness. The amount of

fuel used up to the 20th of the month was cut on an island in the
Platte and hauled a distance of from one to three miles. On the 16th
Indians were reported to have been seen on the road between this post
and Mullahhi/s Station. Captain Ivory was accordingly sent to scout

the country with twenty-five men. Marched ten miles up Plum Creek,
then across the bluffs to French s ranch. There being no shelter there,
went on to Freeman s ranch and camped. Shortly after arriving
at the ranch Private Rosecrans, Company I), First Nebraska Cav
alry, was severely wounded by a shot from an enemy outside. The
night was too dark to find any trace of the enemy.
On the following morning, November 17, the party crossed to an

island in the Platte. Found no Indian trace, and then marched south
into the bluffs, where the trail of a small party of Indians was found

leading southward. The &quot;horses were too much exhausted, and supply
of rations too limited, to profitably pursue, therefore the party returned
to camp on the 17th, having marched about fifty miles. The land
traveled over was very broken, except when in the Platte Valley.
Timber in small bodies and plenty of excellent grass was found on
Plum Creek. Nothing more was seen of the Indians until the 19th,
when 100 of them attacked a train four miles west at about 5 p. in. I&quot;

was soon apprised of the fact, and with twelve mounted patrol,

accompanied by Captain Curran and Lieutenant Gillespie, galloped
for the scene of attack. At sight of my approach the Indians desisted

from their attack on the train and drew up in line of battle across the
road and awaited my approach. When I had arrived within about

1,000 yards the Indians charged us with furious yells. I ordered my
men to dismount, and by steady firing repulsed their attack, but not
until they had extended their line so as nearly to surround us. Cap
tain Weatherwax, whom I had ordered to follow as soon as lie could

mount, was by this time rapidly approaching with twenty-five men.
When he was within supporting distance I ordered my men to mount and
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charge, which was done with a will. The Indians retreated at full

speed for seven miles into the bluffs, when it became so dark that it

was inadvisable to pursue them farther. Five of the Indians were
killed. Could not ascertain the number wounded, as they were in

every instance assisted off the field by their comrades. Our loss 1
horse.

At daybreak next morning, November 20, I sent Captain Curran
with forty mounted men to pursue the Indians. He moved to scene of
action evening previous, and followed Indian trail up Plum Creek,
finding many articles of value abandoned by the enemy, showing that
their retreat had been precipitate. Twenty-live miles from Plum
Creek Station found one of the enemy s horses with leg broken by
musket-ball. Trail then became so much divided that it could not lie

followed. Captain Cumin then marched northward to Mullahla s
Station and camped.
On the following morning, November 21, he moved southward into

the bluffs, searching carefully for indications of Indians. Failed to
find any. Returned to camp evening of 21st. Weather was very cold
and several of his men returned with feet and ears frozen. Captain
Curran found timber in small quantities on Plum Creek for a distance
of twenty miles from this post; after that there was neither timber nor
water to be found on the creek. Grass was abundant, but dead. Land
very broken between Pluin Creek and Platte River.
On the 25th instant, at 9 p. in., the coach from Kearny was attacked

four miles east of this post, wounding 3 passengers. Captain Curran
was at once sent out with thirty mounted men. The night was in

tensely dark and no sign of the Indians could be found. A small train
was met in a dangerous situation and escorted to the post.
On the 2(&amp;gt;th, at 4 p. m., a train of five wagons with twenty men was

attacked five miles east of this post by about seventy-five Indians.
The men being but poorly armed were soon overpowered and left their

wagons, retreating toward this post. Two of them were killed and
wounded. I was soon notified of the attack by a patrol that had seen
the occurrence from an island in the river, where wood-choppers were
at work, and mounting thirty men as hastily as possible, I pursued the
Indians sixteen miles to Spring Creek, where they were re-enforced,
and sheltering themselves in the deep ravines or canons could not be
dislodged. A sharp fight here ensued, the Indians being dismounted
as well as ourselves. Result not decisive.&quot; Enemy s loss, 3 killed

j

number wounded, unknown. Our loss, 1 private, McGinnis, Company
E, First Nebraska Cavalry, slightly wounded, 1 horse killed, and 2
wounded. In their retreat the Indians were so closely pressed that

they abandoned one horse, a number of spears, and the two scalps they
had taken from the murdered men. The latter were brought to this

post for burial. The wounded were skillfully cared for by Assistant
Surgeon Larsh, and are now in a fair way for recovery.
At daylight on the following morning, November 27, I moved south

with fifty mounted men and one 12 pounder mountain howitzer. Pro
ceeded to the scene of the engagement the evening previous, hoping to
find the Indians still in that vicinity. Failing to do so, I moved south
west about eighteen miles until 1 struck the Curtis trail, where I

encamped for the night.
The next morning, 28th, I continued the inarch southward, crossing

several small streams which were so much swollen that I was somewhat
delayed in crossing my howitzer, so that it was night-fall before I reached
the Republican, where I encamped.
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On the following morning, November 21), moved down the river a
short distance and -met Captain Gillette s party from Fort Kearny.
Learning from him that fresh trails had been seen leading northward
and none to the south, 1 deemed it advisable to follow the trails spoken
of, which I did, moving down the river to the mouth of Spring Creek,
then up that stream about twelve miles, where I found seven Indian

lodges recently occupied and capable of containing about 150 Indians.

Camped at this point for the night.
Next morning, 30th. 1 found upon close examination that the Indians

had separated or spread out so as to leave no trail that could be fol

lowed, and think they must have gone eastward, for had they gone
westj should have been almost certain to have seen their trail as I

moved south. From this point I marched to the head of Spring Creek,
where Captain Gillette, with his command, moved in the direction of
Fort Kearny, and I with mine to this post, arriving here about p. m. ;

distance traveled, about 100 miles. The country passed over was very
broken in the vicinity of Spring Creek, anc7

; in many places near the

Republican. Timber was found in small quantities on both of the

above-mentioned streams.
On the 27th 1 encamped on the open prairie, near a small lake, with

out any timber at all. Grass was plenty, but dead, and of but little

value as forage. Dismounted guards were furnished the overland

stage until the 20th, since when a mounted escort of ten men has been

provided between this post and Mullahla s Station. The accompany
ing diagrams* indicate the routes- pursued by scouting parties herein

mentioned.
I remain, lieutenant, very respectfully, &c.,

THOS. J. MAJORS,
Captain, Commanding Post.

No. 3.

Report of Capt. William W. Ivory, First Nebraska Cavalry.

PLUM CREEK STATION, NEBR.,
October 17, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I respectfully report that in obedience to orders
received from Capt. Thomas J. Majors, I left here on the morning of

the 13th instant to scout the country on Plum Creek, and opposite to

Freeman s ranch, the scene of the attack on the stage on the evening of

the 12th. I scoured the country around and on Plum Creek some
fifteen miles. 1 then struck across the hills and examined the cations

for a breadth of .seven miles down to Freeman s and French s ranches,
and to within two miles of Captain Ribble s station (Mullahla s). I then
crossed to one of the islands opposite Freeman s ranch, made a thorough
examination of the ground for three miles, found traces of the Indian
moccasin tracks, &c. It being dark and my horses nearly given out, I

camped. In the morning, 14th, 1 sent a squad of nine men and corporal
across the Platte to scout the country on the north side and join me
in the evening at this place. I then started for camp, the twenty-four
hours rations ordered out with fmej being exhausted. At the road
near Freeman s I got information that a party ot Captain Ribble s men,
who were out looking for the same Indians I was after, had been attacked

&quot;Omitted as unimportant.
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by a baud of Cheyennes, supposed to be forty warriors, under the com
mand of one of their big- chiefs, White Antelope. They killed and

scalped 2 of Kibble s men, wounded 2, and captured and killed 7 or 8 of

his horses. After some tight the small party, only eight men, had to

retreat to their station at Mullahla s, six miles from where the men
were killed. This occurred the same day I went out, the 13th, but late

in the evening and nearly on the same ground my men had gone over.

On hearing this report I started for Captain Kibble s station, and
sent word to my men to all join me there. After being joined by Cap
tain Curran s command, some titteen men, by order received from Cap
tain Majors, \ve inarched for the scene of the attack the day previous.
Found the Jead bodies of Kibble s company some six miles south of his

station. We scouted the country for two to three miles, it being nearly
dark when we got out. We returned to Mullahla s ranch and camped.
Captain Majors joined the command before we had got out that even

ing. The next morning, the loth, we started in the direction of Plum
Creek over the ground partly scouted the day before, traveled some
fifteen miles south, then ten miles southeast to a lake, finding no trace

of the Indians. We then marched for camp at this post, where we
arrived about 1) o clock at night. 1 would respectfully give it as my
opinion, which I hope the captain commanding will forward to district

headquarters, that if I had (had) reasonably good horses on this scout,
I would more than likely have come on the Indians in their rear about
the time of their attack on Sergeant Bangs party, as I would, if the

horses had been able to stand it, have marched some miles farther

out. As it was 1 was under the necessity of marching most of the

time at a walk, to enable me to scout the country between this and the

point opposite Freeman s ranch, on Plum Creek, and from there to the

Platte, as 1 understand from verbal instructions by the captain com

manding. I started out with twenty-seven horses, every one that was
iitr to travel, out of forty-five horses. Two of them gave out the first

five miles and four were unfit to travel out of a walk, that 1 sent back;
and out of the whole number- of horses that 1 had the first evening,
when I got to the Platte not five of them could have galloped five

miles. 1 am almost certain with the men I had ouf if they were prop
erly mounted I could have found the Indians and whipped them, as I

would have crossed the Platte, with my men the first evening out, and
as it proved after, we would more than likely have come up to them on
the north side, for the Indians crossed the road and river that night
some five miles below this post.

Very respectfully,
WM. W. IVOKY,

Captain, Mjuadron 11, First Xehr. Car. Vet. Vols.

Lieut. Louis J. BOYER,
Acthiy Post Adjutant.

No. i.

Report of Cnpt. John R. Porter, First Nebraska Militia Infantry.

MIDWAY, October 28, 1864.

DEAR SIR: We had a fight to-day with the Indians; killed 2 and
took 3 prisoners. About noon there were twenty-five or thirty Indians

came down on the opposite side of the river and run our hay-makers
over. 1 ordered my men to saddle, and we crossed the river. We run
them fifteen miles; when we got within shooting distance shot 1 there
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and got him. Run about two miles, when 1 more gave up and we
took them prisoners; then kept up a running nre to the bluffs on the
other side of Buffalo Creek. When near the bluffs we killed another
and took 1 more prisoner. We lost 1 good horse, saddle, bridle, and
equipments. The boys behaved nobly. I think several carried lead
off with them, as there were a good many shots fired at them. All my
men arrived in camp 10 p. in.; none killed or wounded. All of them
have some Indian trophy, and feel as though they had not served their

sixty days for nothing.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN K. POETER,
Captain, Commanding Post, Midway, Nebr. Ter.

Col. R. R. LIVINGSTON,
Commanding Eastern Hub- District, Nebraska Territory.

No. f&amp;gt;.

Report of Capt. Thomas B. tfterenson. First Nebraska. Militia Infantry.

PAWNEE RANCH, October 7, 1S64 10 p. m.

COLONEL : Just returned from a disastrous scout to find your General

Order, No. 4, awaiting me. Yesterday late in the evening I discovered
Indians on the prairie to the number of about hfty, between the head
waters of Liberty and Elk Creeks. I had but four men with me. They
scattered in a twinkle on seeing us toward Elk Creek. The darkness
favored them. I sent immediately to my rirst lieutenant, F. J. Bremer,
commanding Little Blue Station, to spare me all the men possible,
I to meet them midway between this post and his. We met at
daylight this morning and moved up the east side of Liberty Creek

;

thence to the head of Elk Creek and down some distance without suc
cess. I was prepared to stop out all night, the lieutenant was not.
He had gone about a mile and then stopped to graze, believing there
was not an Indian on Elk Creek, for he had been on the lower part the

day before. As I am informed, he crossed the creek with three men
to what seemed a trail; was shot dead by Indians in ambush; one of
the men is wounded (1 think not serious) with au arrow. The wounded
man tired on the Indians several times and felled one. The men fell

back out of the thicket, Indians being concealed and believed to be

numerous, though no one saw more than tive at one time. A mes
senger of those on the other side of the creek came to me. I advanced
in haste, but all was over. My lieutenant, a good soldier and worthy
man, dead by a gunshot; the ground strewn with arrows; a miserable
redskin carried off dead or wounded. I explored the thicket; got some
moccasins, Indian purses, lariats, and a gun cover, in dens they had in

the thicket, but the Indians evaded anil escaped me. I have not men
enough to hold two stations, guard the stage line, and go thirty or

forty miles to seek a h ght. I now propose to have tifteen mounted men
move down each side of this creek of Indian murderers, and twenty or

thirty infantry scour the bed of the creek at the same time, and where
necessary burn out the thicket. Will be up to the fort soon.

Your obedient servant,
THOS. B. STEVENSON,

Captain Company A. First Regiment Nebraska Militia.

Col. R. E. LIVINGSTON,
Commanding Eastern Suit- District of Nebraska.
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No. 0.

Report of Capt. Lee P. Gillette, First Xcbraska Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS POST,
Fort Kearny, Xcbr. Ter., December 16. 18GL

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report, in obedience to Circular
No. 9, headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, the following-

military [operations] at this post:
On November 20, 1804, Lieut. John P. Murphy, with eighteen enlisted

men of Company F, First Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers,
inarched to Pawnee Ranch, on the Little Blue River. On morning of

the 28th of November he inarched from that post in a westerly direc

tion, scouting- the country adjacent to the headwaters of the Little

Blue, and returned to this post on the 30th of November. Reports
that he saw no Indians nor any signs indicating* that they had been on
that stream recently. The country passed over from Pawnee Ranch
to Fort Kearny is considerably broken, and is interspersed with nu
merous small streams. Grass and timber (along the streams) is in suf
ficient quantities to supply troops marching through the country. On
the same date, November 20, one commissioned officer and forty-live
&quot;enlisted men of the garrison left post, under command ot Capt. L. P.

Gillette, on scout to Republican River, with six days rations for men
and six days rations for animals. Marched 11.30 p. in. of that day.
Moved up Platte River to Seventeen-Mile Point and went into camp.
Marched at daylight the following morning in a southerly direction

across Platte River Bottom and over the Sand Hills; thence south
west twenty-five miles to the canons on the head of the creek next
east of Spring Creek, and went into cam]). The country traveled over
after leaving the Sand Hills that skirt the Platte River Bottom is high
rolling prairie, and produces no timber and but very little grass.
Next morning, November 28, marched west nine miles and struck

Spring Creek ten miles from its mouth
;
thence down that stream to

Republican River and up the Republican River seven miles and camped
for the night.
Next morning, 20th, marched five miles west, forming junction with

troops under command of Captain Majors. Returned direct to the
mouth of Spring Creek; marched up that stream eleven miles, and
camped. Country passed over on last two days march very much
broken. Streams difficult to cross on account of steep banks and
muddy bottom. Grass plentiful and on the streams wood in sufficient

quantity to supply troops marching through the country.
On the morning of 30th marched north ten miles to the source of

Spring Creek; thence northeast twenty miles to Seventeen-Mile Point,
on Platte River.
The troops at post during the mouth of November have been doing

ordinary patrol, escort, fatigue, and guard duty. A part of the com
mand have been building fortifications, and during the month have
put up 800 square yards of sod and earth embankment. The extreme
cold weather and the number of men required for wood-cutting has
interfered with the work on the fort. I most respectfully request that
work on the fort be suspended until spring, and that the engineer in

charge be discharged. The wood detail (consisting of one commis
sioned officer and twenty-five enlisted men) are cutting wood on Grand
Island, eighteen miles east of Fort Kearny, and have put up 200 cords
of wood, of which seventy-five cords have been delivered at post. The
Platte River is at this season of the year difficult to cross. Wagon-



CHAP, till.! OPERATIONS IN NEBRASKA AND COLORADO. 845

masters have found it impossible to take more than half loads, over.
Mr. Wheatley, wood contractor, has delivered from iifty to seventy-
live cords of wood only on his contract to supply the post with 200
cords. I respectfully ask that he be proceeded against for non- fulfill

ment of contract.

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

LEE P. GILLETTE,
Captain, First Cat)., Nebr. Vet. Vols., Commanding Pout.

Lieut. F. A. MCDONALD,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Eastern tiub-District of Nebraska.

Report of Lieut. Charles Thompson, First Nebraska Cavalry, Acting
Assistant (Quartermaster.

EASTERN SUB-DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA TERRITORY,
Fort Kearny, December 2, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : In obedience to Special Orders, No. 22, dated headquar
ters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, November 13, 1804, I have the
honor to submit the following report:
On receiving the order I proceeded immediately to the post at Plum

Creek and examined at that place the quartermaster and commissary
departments. Supplies for this post are forwarded from Fort Kearny,
estimates for six months supplies having been made and forwarded.
The quarters for the troops are completed, but are not occupied on
account of not being able to procure any stoves for heating and cook
ing purposes. The quarters are built without fireplaces, liequisitions
have been made on Capt. S. H. Moer, district quartermaster, and on
my arrival at Plum Creek I wrote him, urging him to procure them at

once, as the troops were in a suffering condition for want of them.
This post has a sufficient supply of hay secured for winter use. Fuel

for the wants of this post can be procured five miles from the post, and
is cut by the troops detailed for that purpose. There are three six-mule
teams at this post, which are used for hauling wood, stores, and for post
duty. Fresh beef is supplied by contractors, and is of fair quality.
Post of Mullahla s I found in a destitute condition in regard to sup

plies of fuel and hay. Fuel can be procured twelve miles from the post
on Plum Creek, no stream to cross. Lieut. M. A. Hance, First Nebraska
Cavalry, and acting assistant quartermaster, informed me that if he
could get a supply of axes he could get a detail of men to cut the wood,
and as there is no team at this post, proposed to press a iraiu to

haul it in when he should have a sufficient amount put up. The axes
have been forwarded to him. There is on hand at this post about
twenty-two tons of hay, but will require seventy- live tons more. I

hired a Mr. Smith with his mowing machine to put up the amount
required, but after having been at work a short time, the ground being
frozen so hard, the machine broke and rendered it almost useless, and
Mr. Smith was compelled to abandon the. idea of cutting any more hay
this season. There is no hay near this post that can be purchased. I

would respectfully call the attention of the commanding officer to this
fact for his guidance in stationing mounted troops at this post. Sup
plies for this post are procured from Fort Kearny, and estimates of
stores have been made-.
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Post at Dan Smith s Station: The quarters lor the troops at this post
are completed and are in a comfortable condition. Stores are procured
from Fort Cottonwood; estimates for six months supplies have been
made and forwarded. There are twenty-eight tons of hay put up at this

post, and it will be sufficient for the command now stationed there, pro
vided it is issued in accordance with orders from sub-district head

quarters. A sufficient amount of fuel is secured at this post for win
ter s use, and more can be procured six miles from the station. No
team at this post. Hauling has been done by teams pressed for the

purpose.
Post at Gillman s Station: Stores are procured from Fort Cotton-

wood
;
estimates have been made for six months supplies and forwarded.

Quarters for the troops have been erected and are completed and in

comfortable condition. Stabling for the horses are receiving repairs
and will soon be completed. A full supply of hay is secured for this

post for the present command during the winter. Fuel can be pro
cured by the troops for the use of this post, having two six-mule teams
for hauling purposes and can be obtained seven miles from the station.

Fresh beef is supplied by contract under the direction of the commis

sary of subsistence at Fort Cottonwood, and is of good quality.
Fort Cottonwood : This post is the depot of supplies for the following-

named posts: Dan Smith s Station, (Jillman s Station, Fort Morrow,
O Fallon s Bluffs, Alkali Station, Beauvais Station, and Julesburg, and
has ample store room for supplies for twelve months. The quartermas
ter buildings are excellent and in good condition. At present they are

greatly in need of quartermaster stores and clothing. Captain King,

commissary of subsistence and acting assistant quartermaster, having
made his estimates and forwarded them some time ago, has been

informed that they are being tilled and stores are now on the way. The

supply ofgrain at this post is sufficient for this and the posts mentioned
for two months and contract made for a further supply, not completed.
The supply of hay already secured is sufficient for winter s use and is of

good quality, Captain King having complied with instruction from dis

trict quartermaster s office instructing him to purchase all the hay in the

vicinity of Fort Cottonwood. Arrangements are made to keep up the

supply of fuel for the winter, having it cut by the troops and hauled by
public and private transportation (of the latter four teams are hired).
Sufficient fuel can be collected from three to seven miles from this post.

There are five Government teams at this post for hauling wood and other

post purposes. The stabling is only sufficient for the cavalry horses

now stationed here, leaving the quartermaster s animals exposed to the

weather. A sufficient number of logs, however, have been purchased
to build a quartermaster stable is in course of erection and will soon

be completed. Fresh beef is furnished this post by contract, is sup

plied when required, and is of good quality. Twenty-six wagon loads

of subsistence stores are on the way from and left Omaha on the loth

ultimo. Fort Cottonwood is destitute of blacksmith s, wagon-maker s,

and saddler s shops, not having been furnished with the necessary
tools. Estimates have been made for them and as soon as received

shops will be commenced, which are indispensable to this and depend
ent posts.
Fort Morrow: Troops at this station receive their supplies from Fort

Cottonwood, the same as troops stationed at that place. Fuel can be

procured at a short distance.

Fort O Fallon s Bluffs is supplied from Fort Cottonwood. Quarters
for troops and stabling are well arranged and in good condition. Full

supply of hay secured; 300 tons put up by contract awarded by dis-
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trict quartermaster. Supply of fuel arranged is cut by troops detailed

and hauled by transportation hired; distance, thirty miles. One six-

uiule team for post service, &c., at this post. Tools for blacksmith and
saddler shop complete and in good working order. Fresh beef sup
plied by contractor, Mr. John Morrow.
Post at Alkali receives supplies from Fort Cottonwood. Quarters

for troops completed and in comfortable condition. Officers quarters
and quartermaster building will soon be completed. One thousand feet

of lumber are required at this post to complete stables, quarters, &c.,
none being on hand at Fort Kearny. I gave the necessary order for

it to be purchased and forwarded. Supply of hay for winter s use

secured, having been purchased by contract. This post is destitute of

fuel, having to haul it sixty miles. The commanding officer informed
me that fuel could not be procured at present less than 847 a cord. I

directed his quartermaster to procure a quantity at as low figures as

possible and to watch for trains returning from the west empty, and by
that means procure a supply for winter at reasonable rates. F.our

Government teams on hand for hauling supplies, &c.
;
fresh beef sup

plied by Mr. Fales during the month of November. William Morrow
&quot;having been awarded the contract to furnish all posts west of Fort

Cottonwood, he will in future furnish fresh beef to this post.
Beauvais Station supplied from Fort Cottonwood. Sufficient supply

of hay put up by Mr. Beauvais and gave necessary instructions for its

purchase at $45 per ton. Fuel cannot be procured nearer than sixty
miles. Mr. Beauvais having some five cords on hand, I gave instruc
tions for it to be purchased at $45 per cord. Troops are stationed at

the ranch of Mr. Beauvais and no Government buildings have been put
up.
Julesburg: This post receives supplies from Fort Cottonwood, but an

estimate was made direct on department quartermaster, which is now
being filled and stores are 011 the way. The men s quarters at this post
are not completed, one of the buildings not being covered; the poles
have to be hauled a distance of seventy-five and eighty miles. Captain
O Brien, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, is using every exertion to complete his

quarters and stables and make them comfortable as soon as possible.
Corn is supplied by contract and is promptly forwarded. A sufficient

supply of hay is secured. Fuel cut by enlisted men and hauled by hired
teams. Commanding officer can keep up a supply in this way. One
post team on hand at the post. Fresh beef supplied by contractor, Mr.
Morrow.
Post at Pawnee. llanch is supplied from Fort Kearny ; quarters and

stables are comfortable and in good condition. Supply of hay secured.
A sufficient supply of fuel is secured for this post, the commanding officer

having promised the men that they should be paid for cutting the wood.

They are anxious to know the price they will be allowed per cord, as
their time of service expires on the loth instant. Fuel is procured three
miles from the station. Xo Government transportation at this post.
Three private teams hired and paid by Capt. S. H. Moer, assistant

quartermaster, Omaha, Xebr. Ter. Fresh beef furnished by Contractor
Bcckwith and is of fair quality.

Little Blue Station receives supplies from Fort Kearny. Twenty-five
tons of hay at this station and fifty-eight horses to be supplied. The
amount is not sufficient to feed through the winter and I would suggest
that when the troops at Pawnee Ranch leave, a portion of the troops at
Little Blue Station be ordered to that station. Supply of fuel can be

procured within one mile of the post. Two private teams hired for post
purposes. Quarters and stables completed and in good condition.
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Junction Station receives supplies from Fort Kearny. Quarters and
stables in good condition. Present supply of hay secured and should

any more be required, can be purchased in the vicinity. Xo Govern
ment teams at the post; private transportation hired.
Post at Columbus receives supplies direct from Omaha; has a full

supply of quartermaster and commissary stores. Hay and fuel secured.

Quarters and stables erected and almost completed. Two government
teams at the station.

Fort Kearny is the depot of supplies of the following; posts: Mul-
lahla s Station, Plum Creek, Pawnee Eanch, Little Blue Station, and
Junction Station. The supply of stores at Fort Kearny is small, being
entirely out of articles most needed. Estimates for stores have been
made and forwarded for six months supplies, but stores not yet received.
A supply of hay has been obtained to last through the winter, and will

allow of an issue of ten pounds to the ration. The contractors failed

to fill the contract for the regular winter supply, and the above was
procured by impressment and private purchase. A supply of fuel for

two months for this post secured and arranged, but requires hauling.
Private transportation will have to be hired for the purpose. A wood
party of enlisted men are at present out cutting wood, distance from
the fort sixteen miles. The post quartermaster has instructions to

purchase wood, but as yet has not been able to obtain any. Laborers
are scarce, and it is a difficult matter to get responsible persons to take
contracts at this season unless at exorbitant rates. There are four
six-mule teams at this post, used for hauling wood and other post pur
poses. Any transportation required outside the garrison, forwarding
stores, &c., has to be hired from private sources. There is quite a
number of old wagons at this post that can be repaired. The post
quartermaster has been directed to procure material, &c., and make
the necessary repairs as soon as possible. Hay and fuel for the supply
of Fort Kearny is contracted for by Capt. S. H. Moer, assistant quar
termaster, District of Nebraska, at Omaha, Nebr. Ter. Contract for 250
tons of hay (and afterward increased 250 tons) was made with James
S. Wheatley. Only 200 tons on this contract was delivered, and that
was consumed as fast as received, leaving the post at Fort Kearny in

the month of October without a ration of hay on hand. The conse

quence is that hay has to be taken from people who have put it up for

the purpose of furnishing freighters during the winter and spring, and
more than double the amount paid per ton for the hay that it could
have been procured for in the summer, besides being of great incon
venience to the parties who are compelled to furnish it. Contracts for

200 cords of wood, and afterward increased 500 cords, made with James
S. Wheatley by .Capt. S. H. Moer, assistant quartermaster. Only fifty
cords on this contract have been delivered, leaving the garrison desti

tute of fuel, consequently it has to be procured at high rates, besides

keeping a permanent party of enlisted men cutting wood. In regard
to the non-fulfillment of contracts, I would respectfully call attention to

the opinion given by the Solicitor of the War Department, and promul
gated in General Orders, No. 20, Quartermaster-General s Office, May 12,
1864. Non-performance of contracts has left this post in a most critical

condition.
On examining the unserviceable and condemned animals at this post I

found that eighty cavalry horses and seven mules had been submitted
to the district inspector as unserviceable, and by him condemned and
recommended to be sold; report forwarded to department commander
for approval but not yet returned. The above horses, eighty in num.

ber, with the exception of some lour or five? have all been recently re-
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ceived from the district quartermaster at Omaha, Nebr. Ter., and sent
from that place as serviceable cavalry horses, being recently purchased
and never used in the service. On the arrival of a large lot of the
above, company commanders having been notified that the animals were
ready for issue as per their requisitions, refused to take them on the

ground that they were not fit for cavalry horses and were unservice
able. A board of survey was immediately convened and the above
number thrown out and pronounced as unserviceable. These horses
have never seen any service, only traveling from Omaha to Fort Kearny,
a distance of 215 miles, making slow marches. The animals were so

poor that a number actually died oiv the road. Animals of such a class
should not be purchased, as it is a great detriment to the interests of
the Government and the public service in consuming forage, which is

scarce and costly, and when wanted for the purpose they were pur
chased for are found totally unfit for use. Commanding officers at Fort
Kearny and other posts in this sub-district are continually complaining
of not receiving promptly quartermaster and commissary stores on esti

mates that have been forwarded in due season.
The posts at Forts Kearny and Cottonwood during the past three

months have been very badly supplied, causing the troops to suffer more
or less for the want of necessary clothing. In some cases for the want of
boots men have been compelled to purchase moccasins, and other articles

of clothing that have been worn out (on account of the large portion of

fatigue duty to be performed in erecting and establishing new stations
on the route) cannot be replaced for want of stores. The supply of com
missary stores could not be kept up, and the troops in some instances
could not procure the full rations, and this, when some of the men were
working hard building quarters, procuring fuel, &c., and exposed to severe
weather. On account of stores not having been forwarded promptly on
estimates, and the store-houses being empty, quartermasters have been
compelled to take stores from trains destined to posts west of here.
At Forts Kearny and Cottonwood, the store-rooms are good and suf

ficient for at least nine months supplies for the respective and depend
ent posts, and I would respectfully ask, why stores estimated for have
not been forwarded. Fresh beef is furnished Fort Kearny by Mr.
Boyd, contractor; is of good quality and delivered when required.
Estimate of commissary and quartermaster stores, and of clothing,
camp and garrison equipage for six months please find inclosed,*
which please approve and forward to the proper officers. Estimates
for six months supplies have been made out and transmitted previ
ously, and the amount forwarded on the estimate should be deducted
from the accompanying. In my estimate of the 9th of October [ asked
for thirty-six mule teams. 1 would again respectfully urge that they
be forwarded as soon as practicable, as they would be of vital import
ance and the greatest relief to the various posts of this sub-district in

forwarding supplies, procuring fuel, &c.

Trusting that the stores asked for on the accompanying estimates
will be forwarded promptly,

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES THOMPSON,

Lieut., First Xcbr. Car. Vet. Vols., and A. A. Q. J/., A. C. ti.

Lieut. F. A. MCDONALD,
First Ncbr. Cai\ Vet. To/.v., Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen.,

Eastern Sub-Dist. of Ncbr. Ter., Fort Kearny.
~

Omitted as unimportant.
54 K 11 VOL XLI, PT I
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_ SEPTEMBER 30, 1864. Skirmish at Waynesville, Mo.

Reports of Lieut. Thomas B. Wright, Company B, Fifth Missouri /State

Militia Cavalry.

WAYNESVILLE, September 30, 186 i.

SIR: I attacked twenty guerrillas to-day in Waynesville; killed 1,

said by citizens to be Bill Anderson, and wounded 2 others, who made
their escape; killed 2 horses and captured a third. Also captured a
revolver and some clothing dropped by the rebels in their flight. Our
loss, 2 horses wounded. They burned stabling of one company and set

fire to the magazine in the fort, but it did not burn. No other damage
done to property. They robbed the county clerk of $100 and secured
a small amount of clothing from the citizens.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
THOS. B. WEIGHT,

First Lieut. Co. B, Fifth Regt. Cav.
y
Missouri /State Militia.

Lieutenant-Colonel EPPSTEIN,
Rolla, Mo.

OCTOBER 1, 1864.

SIR: Since writing I have learned that this band were under com
mand of a man named Burkhart, formerly of Texas County, Mo., who
represented that he belonged to Shelby s command, but several of his

men were recognized here and are known to be bushwhackers. 1 do
not think they have any connection with the army invading the State.

I learned to-day that they had collected and gone in southern direction.

T. B. WEIGHT.
Lieutenant-Colonel EPPSTEIN,

Rolla, Mo.

SEPTEMBER , 1864. Capture of the Steamer Ike Davis.

Report of Ma). Gen. John O. Walker, C. & . Army.

HDQRS. DIST. OF TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, AND ARIZONA,
Anderson, October 1, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that Capt. W. F. Brown,
of the Marine Department, and Lieut. Marcus J. Beebee, of the C. S.

Navy, and eight others (volunteers for the enterprise), a few days ago
captured the U. S. steamer Ike Davis, a packet between mouth of Eio
Grande and New Orleans, and ran her into Matagorda Bay, where she

now lies. These gentlemen entered themselves as passengers for New
Orleans, and when twelve miles from Brazos rose upon the crew, drove
them below, and took possession of the vessel a steamer of 400 tons

aiid said to be very fast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. WALKEE,

Major- General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. W. E. BOGGS,

Chief of /Staff.
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OCTOBER 1-4, 1864. Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

Report of Lieut. Alexander F. Rice, Sixtieth U. 8. Colored Troops.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY D,
Helena, Ark., October 5, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor of submitting the following report of a scout,

beginning on the 1st day of and ending on the 4th day of October, 1804,
which resulted as follows:

I took Hardin and Gentry with a skiff and proceeded up the river

(on the mail-boat Diligence) as far as Doctor Peters
, at the foot of

Council Bend. Got in the skiff at 11 p. m. the same night and landed
on the Arkansas shore. Proceeded to Doctor Peters house, captured
a man there by the name of W. D. Freeman. At daylight, the 2d,
crossed over to the Mississippi shore and captured William C. Taiina-
hill (with a revolver). Said Tannahill was regularly detailed to ferry
Confederate soldiers by order of General Price. Came back to the
Arkansas shore and proceeded to Alligator Bayou, on the Saint Francis

liiver, and proceeded up the river five miles, and came back to Alli

gator ;
staid all night. At daylight, the 3d of October, we started back,

to Doctor Peters ; arrived there at 12 in. I took a bond of $1,000 for

the appearance of W. D. Freeman at Helena within ten days, with
Doctor Peters as security. At 1 o clock started down the river for

Helena; came twenty miles, staid all night; started at (i a. in. the 4th;
came down ten miles to Berry s, in Walnut Bend, and captured B. A.
Berry and H. A. AVaddell. Berry had been a prisoner, but escaped
by jumping

1

off a boat. Waddell is a private of the First Tennessee

Infantry. Arrived at Helena at 5 p. in. the 4th October, 18(54.

A. F. RICE,
Lieutenant, Commanding /Scout.

Capt. T. C. MEAT-YARD. Aanitttant Adjutant-General.

OCTOBER 1-31, 1864. Operations in Arkansas.

SUMMARY OF1 THE PRINCIPAL KVENTS.*
Oct. 3, 1864. Skirmish near Mount Elba, Ark.

4-11, 1864. Reconnaissance from Little Rock toward Mouticello and to

Mouiit Elba. Ark.

13-18, 1864. Expedition from Pine Bluff to Arkansas Post, Ark.

19-23, 1864. Reconnaissance from Little Rock to Princeton, Ark., with

skirmish (23d) at Hurricane Creek.

24-27, 1864. Scout from Pine Bluff toward Mount Elba, Ark.

25, 1864. Skirmish near the Half-way House, between Little Rock and

Pine Blutf, Ark.

26-28, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Irving s plantation, Ark.

26-Nov. 2, 1864. Expedition from Brownsville to Cotton Plant, Ark.

REIPOJRTS.

No. 1. Miij. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding Department of Arkan
sas.

No. 2. Itinerary of the First Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Col.

Albert Erskine, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, commanding.
No. 3. Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade.

* See also attack on steamer Resolute, October 11, p. 884; expedition from Devall s

Blurt
,
October 16-17, p. 88!); and attack on Union transport, near Saint Charles, Octo

ber 22, p. 890,
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No. 4. Maj. Frederick Behlendorff, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 5. Capt. Adolph Bechand, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 6. Capt. Gurnsey \V. Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 7. Capt. Joseph G. Tilford, Third U. S. Cavalry.
No. 8. Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding Third

Brigade.
No. 9. Maj. George T. Snelling, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 10. Lieut. George J. Campbell. Third LT. S. Cavalry.
No. 11. Brig. Gen. Powell Clayton, U. S. Army, commanding post of Pine Blutt , Ark.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Frederick titcele, U. 8. Army, commanding Depart-
inen t of A rkanuns .

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS,
Little Rock, Ark., October 2i, 1864.

G-ENERAL: Major-General Reynolds arrived here today and will

leave here this evening for the mouth of White River. He promises to

dispatch you all the news obtained here in regard to the movements of
the enemy, &e. I sent oOO cavalry to drive in the enemy s pickets on
the Saline and penetrate their line, which I alluded to in my last dis

patch. This command went to Princeton, drove out a small force of
the enemy, and found no rebel property there, except some En field

rifles, which they destroyed. There was a considerable cavalry force

encamped near Princeton, which by a tlank movement got in front ot

our troops on their return, and attacked them about twenty-one miles
from here. Our troops charged them, driving them off the field, kill

ing 27, and capturing 1 lieutenant and 10 men. Our Joss, 1 killed and
8 wounded. Dockery s brigade is picketing along the Saline. There
is one brigade, about 1,000, at Montieello. Accounts are conflicting in

regard to the force at Camderi. Magrudcr is probably there with a
small infantry force and considerable artillery. His infantry is en

camped on Prairie D Aue. Your estimate of his force agrees with mine.
He thinks 1 am about to move against him with 30,000. Rebel citizens

are moving south in anticipation of our advance. The cavalry that I

sent to Fort Smith returned, with dates from Thayer 10th instant.

He is constantly threatened by a force estimated at 8,000 under Gen
eral Gano. He had about forty days rations, had received none by
way of Fort Scott, and depends upon this depot for his next supplies.
It is my opinion that Price will return south by way of the Indian coun

try, and will attack Fort Smith. I intend to get in hand all the force pos
sible to move against Price on his return. I have spies in his camp
who will notify me. General Herrou has assumed to give me orders to

dismount three cavalry regiments, and to reduce my cavalry pickets.
In my opinion this does not come within the scope of his instructions,
and I shall not comply with his directions without orders from you on
the subject. He has also directed me to issue orders correcting abuses,
which do not exist that 1 can learn. The data upon which he grounds
his opinion seem to have been derived from hearsay evidence of my ene
mies. He has made no inspections, and has confined himself to his

quarters nearly all the time since his arrival here.

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
F. STEELE,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANDY,
Commanding Military 1&amp;gt;\ vision- of \\ cst Mississippi.
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LITTLE ROCK, October 31, 1S(&amp;gt;4.

GENERAL: A train of thirty-five wagons from Price s army crossed
at Dardanelle on the 20th. On the 23d about fifty men from the Third
Arkansas Cavalry, and some loyal men, attacked the rebel escort,
killed 15, wounded others, and drove the rest into the mountains, cap
turing 35 wagons, 200 horses, and $11,000 in money. Seven hundred
of our troops from Fort Smith came up just as the affair was over.

We are watching Price s movements closely. I have both infantry and
cavalry en route for Fort Smith now. General Thayer has orders to

draw in his outposts and all public property to Fort Smith before Price
can reach them, in case he should come that way. 1 think he is so

hard pushed by Rosecians, that he will go west of Fort Smith. Our
cavalry from Pine BlufT had a sharp skirmish with Logan on the Little

Rock road day before yesterday with success. No official reports
received. I will send you a summary of operations for the mouth.
Several escaped prisoners from Tyler, Tex., have just come in. They
were assisted oft by deserters who have not yet got in. It is reported
that rebel cavalry is moving from Red River country toward Camden.
A cavalry scouting party just returned from north side of White River.

They had a skirmish, killed 3, captured 15 prisoners and 73 head of

horses and mules.
F. STEELE,

Major- General.

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY.

No. 2.

Itinerary of the First
I&amp;gt;riaa&amp;lt;lt, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps,

Col. Albert -Erskine, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, commanding.*

October 7. A reconnaissance in force toward Monticello and Mount
Elba was ordered. The expedition was under Colonel Ritter, of the

Second Brigade, and comprised about 700 men of that brigade and 300
of the First Brigade, under Colonel Erskine. The column marched to

within fifteen miles of Monticello, and hearing that there was no enemy
there, it was ordered toward Mount Elba, where the rear guard of the

enemy was encountered and driven across the Saline River. The expe
dition returned October 10.

October 13. Colonel Erskine, with 250 men of the First Brigade,
marched toward Arkansas Post, which place was reached on the 15th.

October IS. The expedition returned to Pine Bluff, having encoun
tered but one small band of the enemy, from which were captured 1 pris
oner and horses. The expedition brought into Pine Bluff 400 head of

cattle, 30 horses, and 125 sheep.
*

October 21. Captain Bechaud, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with thirty

men, was ordered on scout toward Mount Elba; went nine miles beyond
that place; ascertained that the enemy was picketing the line of the

Saline River. Returning he encouuted thirty of the enemy twelve

miles from Pine Bluff; charged and drove them into the woods, captur

ing 10 stand of arms and 6 mules.

October 2 ). Captain Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with fifty

men, was ordered out to repair telegraph on the Little Rock road; dis

covered an ambush of fifty of the enemy near Rock Springs; charged
and drove them, having 2 men badly wounded. The brigade furnishes

daily 205 men and officers for picket, and every other day fifty men
for foraging.

* From monthly return.
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No. 3.

Report of Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding
Second Brigade.

HDQRS. 2D BRIG., CAV. Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., October 13, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to Special Orders,
No. 8. dated headquarters Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Lit

tle Kock, Ark., October 3, 1SG4, and letter from district headquarters
of the same date. I proceeded to Pine Bluff with available portion of
this brigade (777 aggregate), arriving there on the 6th instant. Re
ceived a re-enforcement of 250 men at Pine Bluff and marched on the
7th in the direction of Monticello, with orders to ascertain the where

abouts, strength, &c., of the enemy. Encamped within fifteen miles of

Monticello that night, my patrols going within eight or nine miles
of the town without encountering anything. My scouts brought me
information that the enemy had positively evacuated Monticello, and
that two brigades of cavalry had left that vicinity a few days before

and inarched to Mount Elba. Marched to Mount Elba on the 8th
instant and found a picket of about fifty men there, which was quickly
driven across the Saline River. This is the only force of the enemy
seen on the whole march. The inhabitants of the country reported
that the enemy had all withdrawn to Camden, some said, for the want
of subsistence. I found it very difficult to forage my animals, and from
information 1 received, it would have been almost impossible to do so

in the vicinity of Monticello. The reported strength of the enemy is

from 14,000 to 15,000, about 3,000 of this force being cavalry. Re
turned to Pine Bluff on the 9th and there received orders to proceed
to Little Kock. Arrived at Little Rock on the llth instant. Total dis

tance marched, about 200 miles. A good supply of forage on the north
side of the Arkansas, about midway between Little Rock and Pine

Bluff, in some cases a good distance from the river, but it could be

easily obtained before the rainy season sets in. Also, it was reported
to me that 900 bushels could be obtained at Doctor Watkius

,
on the

south side (middle road), about sixteen miles from Little Rock. The
following is the list of casualties, viz: Missing and supposed to have
deserted James McNamara, Third U. S. Cavalry; James Maxwell,
Third U. S. Cavalry; John Cosbell, John F. Crosby, First Cavalry
Missouri Volunteers. One man, name unknown, wounded, First Cav
alry Missouri Volunteers. Number of horses abandoned, 7; number
of horses taken up, 3.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN F. RITTER,

Colonel First Missouri Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. W. A. MARTIN,
Actg. Asnt. Adjt. Gen., Car. Division, Seventh Army Corps.

ADDENDA.

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps,
Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding.*

During the month of October this brigade has been constantly en

gaged in scouting, escort, picket, and outpost duty.
October -/.The available portion of the brigade (about 800 men)

was ordered upon an important reconnaissance, under command of Col.

&quot;From monthly return.
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J. F. Kitter. Marching via Pine Bluff, Ark., the command was aug
mented to about 1,000 men by forces from that place, and proceeded to

the vicinity of Monticello, whence, learning that the enemy had aban
doned that place, it proceeded to Mount Elba, on the Saline River, the

limit of the reconnaissance, where a large force of the enemy had crossed

over, going south, two days before. The command returned by the way
of Pine Bluff to Little Rock, where it arrived on October 11, having
traveled about 200 miles. Xo casualties resulting from engagements
with the enemy occurred during the expedition.

October J&amp;lt;?. Maj. G. S. Avery, Third Missouri Cavalry, in charge of

about 360 men from this brigade and about 100 men from the Fourth

Brigade, Cavalry Division, made a reconnaissance to Princeton, Ark.

On the return, a*id when within twenty miles of Little Rock, the com
mand was attacked by 500 of the enemy in ambush. After a sharp

engagement the enemy were routed, leaving 27 dead on the field and

carrying off a number wounded. Our casualties were as follows : Sec

ond Brigade, killed, 1 wounded mortally, and 9 slightly and severely,

including 1 commissioned officer; Fourth Brigade, 1 killed, 1 wounded.
The scout returned on the fifth day.

October ^.Captain Tilford, Third U. S. Cavalry, with about 375

men of this brigade, was ordered on a scout; traveled about sixty
miles and returned on the second day. During the month this brigade
has furnished a number of escorts for trains and military telegraph,
Snd numerous other details for special service, &c.

No. 4.

Report of Maj. Frederick Behlendorff, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., October #, 1864.

COLONEL : In obedience to orders received from you to keep a journal
during the scouting expedition which left Pine Bluff on the morning of

the 7th day of October, under command of Col. J. F. Bitter, 1 hereby
have the honor to submit to you the following report :

The troops selected for the purpose consisted of detachments from
the First and Second Brigades of the Cavalry Division and were parts
of the following regiments: Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, First Indiana

Cavalry, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, First and
Third Missouri Cavalry, Third Regular Cavalry, Third and Fourth
Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, U. S. Army. The command moved out

of Pine Bluff on the morning of the 7th of October, toward sunrise, on
the so-called lower Monticello road, Colonel Ritter s brigade in advance..

This road is emphatically a bottom road for twelve miles, and winds

through heavy timber throughout, except where corn-fields and here

and there an old cotton -field relieve the monotony of the woods. For
the first three miles from the town of Pine Bluff a shallow bayou skirts

the road on the left. For the next nine miles the bayou runs on the

right side of the road affording water at all seasons. Six miles from
town Mr. Clay has some corn in the field on the left side of the road, a

good deal of it gathered. Seven and three-quarters miles from town
Mr. Currie has a big corn-field, lie gathered most of his corn already;
estimates it at from 800 to 1,000 bushels. Half of it belongs to the

negroes who work on the place. Ten miles from town Mr. McCahey
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l*as some corn in field on the left; could not estimate it; not much.
Ten and a half miles from town Mrs. Atkins has some corn. Twelve
miles from town Widow Busby s .place is on the left of the road;
pretends to have planted but ten acres of corn. The bayou crosses
here the road to the left. Broken bridge across bayou there; ford in

summer and fall easy. There is a good camping-ground at and near
Mrs. Busby s place. Two miles and a half down the bayou and about
one mile to the left of the lower Monticello road J. B. Rodgers has a
farm and some corn; not much; could give no estimate. Beyond the

bayou and bridge the ground rises and the road leaves the bottom
grounds. Here begins a tract of rolling country, with open oak woods
on both sides of the road. Soil sandy. Settlements few and far between.
Fourteen miles from town low, swampy place, difficult of crossing during
rainy weather. Right below a creek crosses the road with sufficient

water during dry season. Fifteen miles from town good grazing ground
is found for more than a mile on both sides of the road. Seventeen
miles from town a swampy creek bottom breaks the road with thick
underbrush on both sides of the road; very favorable spot for an
ambush. Open oak woods with good grazing ground are found beyond
this. Nineteen miles from town, old field and orchard, with tolerable

good spring on the right-hand side of road and good grazing ground.
One-half of a mile beyond a swampy depression of the ground occurs;
creek crosses the road, with heavy brush and timbers on both sides.

Open oak woods and good grazing beyond. Twenty-one miles froflU

town poor wood farm on left of road. A big old field on the right;

good place to camp. Opposite the field road leads oft to the left, and
south. Twenty-two miles from town farm of Mrs. Wilson, with some
corn in field on the right. Adjoining this is Mr. Lesel s farm, fifteen

acres of corn, situate on northern edge of Drew County, boundary line

of Jefferson County above farm. Twenty-three miles and a half from
town large corn-field on left, farm-house of Mr. Reynolds on right.
Road leading off to the left on south side of corn-field. Open woods

beyond. Twenty-five miles and a half from town small wood farm;
twenty acres of corn on left. One mile below, road leading oft to the

right on top of hill; old field below. Calvin Jones, twenty-seven miles

from town; corn-field on top of hill on right-hand side of road; twenty-
one miles and a half to Monticello from this place. Approaching
Braiichville, a poor deserted place, a good road traverses the Monti-
cello road diagonally; one family only residing there; also one good
grist-mill at Branehville worked by horse power. Right below Branch-

ville, road to Cornersville leads to the right; distance to Cornersvillc
five miles. Three miles beyond Brauchville and about thirty-one miles

below Pine Bluff the county road crosses the Monticello road at right

angles; Cornersville four miles to the right; heavy timbers, with

plenty of brush all over. Thirty-two miles below Pine Bluff Mr. Old-

ham s farm; road to Warren branches oft from the Monticello road to

the right and south. Very little corn left at this place. Wells shallow
and easily dried up. Water for stock to right and left of the farm-house
in hollows and ravines in the woods, scarce at that. Sixteen miles dis

tance to Monticello.

The command went into camp at Mr. Oldham s place, where we learned

that the rebel troops had all left Monticello, bound for Camden and

finally the Red River country.

Saturday, October 8, 1804, reveille at 3 a. m.
; general at 4 a. in.

;

boots and saddles 4.30 a. m.; to horse .&quot;3.30 a, in.; forward a. m., Col

onel Erskine s brigade leading. The command moved forward toward
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Mount Elba oil the comity road, passed Cornersville at 8 a. in. Lane s

brigade of rebel cavalry reported to have passed over this road on
Tuesday, October 4. Koad cut by wagons and traveled much. One-
half mile west of Cornersville ten acres of corn in field on the right of
the road. Three miles west of Cornersville a bayou crosses the road.

Bridge across bayou partly destroyed; may be repaired, if necessary,
in less than two hours. Very bad bottom beyond the bayou, road
almost impassable; thick brush and heavy timber on both sides; fre

quent signs of recent encampments; road peported as the base line of
rebel chain. Guard of pickets from Mount Elba to Branchville. One-
half mile west of bayou the ground rises again. One mile below bayou,
road comes in from the right just before yon come to Robert Harper s

farm. Xo corn there but fine situation for a cainp on left of road in
old field (high ground). At Robert Harper s place the Warren and
Pine Bluff road crosses the Cornersville and Mount Elba road. Dis
tance from Robert Harper s to Warren, fifteen miles. One mile west
ofRobert Harper s place a small creek crosses the road. About one mile

beyond comes Jim Harpers place, nine miles to Mount Elba. Forty
acres of corn at Jim Harper s. At this place a rebel outpost of eight
or ten men is discovered by some of Lieutenant Grove s men. The
advance gives chase, but the road gets worse again ; perfect swampy
bottom; quick pursuit impossible. One-half mile west of Jim Harper s

John M. Hamilton s farm, with fifteen acres of corn and good water
near, affords a tine camping-ground. Extensive pasture on the left of
the road right behind Hamilton s farm-house. Road coming in from
the right just below Hamilton s. Widow McKinley, seven miles to
Mount Elba. Three hundred of Harrison s, brigade of rebel cavalry
reported to have passed this place on Thursday, October 6. One hun
dred bushels of corn on Davis farm, one-fourth of a mile below McKin-
ley s. One mile below, Davis Creek, with plenty of good water, crosses
the road, with deeply cut-in banks: bad crossing; swampy bottom on
both sides of creek; heavy timber and thick underbrush on both sides
of road. Widow Wudlow s, four miles to Mount Elba. Right below,
Main s farm, with good water and some corn ; also cattle. Small creek

passes the road one-half mile below Main s farm. At Mr. Main s farm
a road leads off to the right and north, intersecting the Warren and
Pine Bluff road. One mile and one-fourth below Main s a county road
crosses the Mount Elba road at right angles, leading south to the ford
of the Saline River, two miles below Mount Elba, and leading north
ward into the Mount Elba and Pine Bluff road. Mr. Viut s farm, two
miles to Mount Elba. The road to Pine Bluff leads off to the right and
north opposite the gate of Mr. Vint s house. Mr. Vint reports that
since Monday, October 3, 2,000 mounted troops, all in all, passed by to
Mount Elba. The last of them, on Thursday, October 0, were .300 of
Harrison s men (rebel cavalry). Rebel vedettes encountered by the
advance just below Mr. Vint s; chase to the Saline by the advance.
One-fourth of a mile below Mr. Vint s large old field on the right of
road splendid camping-ground and good grazing. One-half mile below
Vint s farm road from Pine Bluff intersects the Cornersville and Mount
Elba road. Short skirmish between our advance, under command of

Captain Bechand, of the Thirteenth Illinois, and some fifty or sixty
rebels, supposed to be the rear guard of the rebel cavalry. Captaiii
Bechand drove them across the Saline River in gallant. style. Mount
Elba consists of one old farm-house and a few dilapidated negro huts.
The command returns to Pine Bluff at 2.15 p. m., on the Mount Elba
aiid Pine Bluff road. Heavy timber and impassable thickets lining
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both sides of road and shutting out the sun almost, Regular bush
whacker s country. Ground rising ;

soil poor and sandy. Five miles
north of Mount Elba country church painted white on left of road ; four
miles across to Chowning s Ferry, on Saline River; favorite haunt of
bushwhackers. The command goes into camp toward sunset at a
deserted farm on right of road, six miles Irom Mount Elba.

Sunday. October 9, 1804, reveille at 3 a.m.; general 4.30 a.m.: boots
and saddles 5 u. m.; forward 6 a. m. We pass bridge over Big Creek
at 6.30 a.m.: bad and dangerous bottom; dense brush and tangled
woods line both side of the road. A perfect paradise for an ambus
cade; bridge may be held by a few men against a crowd; no way to

cross except by bridge and a narrow bridle-path with ford across creek.

One-fourth of a mile northeast of Big Creek bridge, a big old field

extends on both sides of the road, affording room to camp for a small

army; also, fine positions for artillery.
First white frost of the season on morning of October 9. Right be

yond old field a road turns off to the right; 300 yards farther north
another road crosses the Mount Elba and Pine Bluff road from south
west to northeast. Big field of Brewer s farm, nineteen miles to Pine

Bluff, forming a square cut-out of dense woods; affords fine and ample
camping-ground and a fine position, with some water in the hollow in

dentation in middle of field. A good field of corn, two miles above
Brewer s; place of encounter with the advance of Lane s rebel brigade
of cavalry and scouting expedition under Colonel Erskine on Sunday,
October 11, 1804. This is the only place where corn might yet be found
on the Pine Bluff and Mount Elba road. Tracks of rebel forage wagons
all around and on cross-road. Frequent fresh marks of rebel camps
and feed places. The Warren road joins the Mount Elba and Pine
Bluff road twelve miles from town, intersecting from the right as you
march north.

Rumor on the road of a rebel courier bringing the news of Price s

defeat in Missouri; Fagau killed by Marmaduke in a duel. The rebel

force recently concentrated at Monticello is stated to have been assem
bled there for the sole purpose of preventing troops in General Steele s

department from following Price from Missouri. General report says
that they all went back to Red River. Forage around Monticello and
on the other side of the Saline River as far as the Washita. The troops
under command of Colonel Ritter returned to Pine Bluff by 2 p. ui.

October 9, 1864.

Magnificent weather favored this expedition.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

FREDERICK BEHLENDORFF,
Major Thirteenth Regiment Illinois Vol. Caralry.

Col. A. ERSKINE,
Commanding First Caralry Brigade.

No. 5.

Report of Capt. Adolph Bechand, Thirteenth Illinois Caralry.

HDQRS. COMPANY B, THIRTEENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Pine Rluff, Ark., October 27. 1864.

I have the honor to report that I left this post on the evening of the

24th in command of twenty-six men and proceeded toward Mount Elba.

Camped that night fifteen miles from here, between the Warren and
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upper Mjmticello road. Left cump at daylight; marched within one
mile and a half of Mount Elba. From there I marched by way of the
Cornersville road within three miles and a half of Vance s Perry.
Camped that night two miles north of Cornersville. Left camp at day
light; marched toward the upper Monticello road, which I struck about

twenty miles south of here. Marched within eleven miles of this post,
where I met the enemy, from twenty-five to thirty strong, marching
toward Monticello. They broke upon getting sight of my command
toward a creek bottom between the Warren and upper Monticello road,
about one-half mile distant from the latter road. I charged them at
once and found them in line of battle in the creek bottom facing the
road they had come, but which I avoided, my guide, William Milton,
knowing another crossing. This movement brought me upon their rear
and also confused them, so much so that after our first fire they broke
without firing a gun, abandoning mules and saddles, shotguns, muskets,
and a great many blankets. On account of the many vines and thick
underbrush in the creek bottom I was unable to make any prisoners. I

was also unable to learn to what command they belonged. The follow

ing information I obtained: Part of Parsons brigade at Warren picket
ing up and down the Saline; lines are closed; citizens are not allowed
to pass. All these pickets are stationed on the south side of the Saline
with patrols and vedettes on the north side. As to their strength at
these different ferries I learned as follows: At Mount Elba, 1/30; at
Vance s Bluff, 50; and at Kedden s Ferry, 150 men. 1 have also learned
that a force, between 300 and 400 men, had crossed at Mount Elba on
the 22d of this month to join Logan s command on the north side of the
Saline River and had marched up the Saline.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. BECHAND,

Captain Company B. Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
Lieut. S. MONTE CAMBERN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Capt. (lurnsey \V. Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF. ARK., October 2G, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the morning of October 25
I took command of a detail of fifty men of the Thirteenth Illinois Cav
alry Volunteers as escort to telegraph repairer on the line of the Little
Rock road. We proceeded quietly on our way, discovering no sign of
an enemy until within one mile and a half of what is termed the Half
way House. Here our flankers on the left of the road discovered two
mounted and armed men, whom they tired at and put to flight. After

carefully examining the woods thereabouts, we proceeded half a mile
farther on the road to a point where a road from the Arkansas River
crosses. Here we found the wire down, and that a force of cavalry,
supposed to be the enemy, had passed in the direction of the river;
also that a smaller force, supposed to be a part of the same, had gone
in the direction of Little Rock. We made a halt, and 1 drew my men
up in line, which 1 had hardly accomplished, when our advance guard
and flankers commenced firing on the enemy, whom they found in am-
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bush iii a ravine or hollow that crosses the line of the road some 300

yards in advance of where iny main force formed in line. After tiring

a volley into my advance guard, the enemy, about twenty-five or thirty
in number, formed a line apparently for the purpose of making a charge,
which purpose we forestalled by sending a platoon around on their

right and left, and charging down on them with my main force, put

ting them to precipitate flight. We chased them at full speed to the

Half-way House, over a mile from where we first discovered them,

firing on them at every opportunity. They were still running so far

as we could see them.&quot; They being better mounted than my men I

thought it useless to follow farther. And not having sufficient material

to repair the line (over a mile of which we found down) I concluded to

return to camp, where we arrived at 8.30 p. in. same evening without
further encounter.
Our casualties are 1 man mortally and 1 severely wounded. That

of the enemy I do not know, if any. Our mortally wounded man I was

obliged to leave at a house some three miles from the Half way House
this way, he being unable to sit on his horse longer. The men under

my command behaved well and are deserving of praise; also of- ,

telegraph repairer, I must say that he is a man well fitted for the dan

gerous occupation which he follows, and I can but congratulate the

superintendents of the line in their good forture in procuring the serv

ices of a man so well calculated to perform his duties at any and all

times regardless of consequences.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(1. W. DAVIS.
Captain, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, Comdy. Escort.

Lieut. S. MONTE CAMBERN,
Actg. Aunt. Adjt. Gen.. Post Pine Bluff, Ark.

No. 7.

Report of Capt. Joseph (r. Tilford. Third U. 8. Carairy.

LITTLE ROCK, ARK., October 2S, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to state that, in obedience to orders (verbal)
received from Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps,
I left this city about 12 in. of the 2Gth instant, with 10 officers and

something near 400 men, and proceeded down the river to the steamer
Annie Jacobs. I reached this point about one hour by sun, and finding
the steamer safe, and being told by negroes in the neighborhood that I

would find a small party of rebels most likely at the plantation of a Mr.

Irving, about five miles farther down, I pushed on and encamped there,
but found no rebels. The negroes told me that the day before in the

afternoon their former young master, Mr. Jeff. Irving, had been there

with some twenty or thirty rebels, and told them his father wanted
all the young negroes to come South. The negroes ran off. They also

told me that Irving told them that Colonel Logan had 1,200 rebels on the

river road. The negroes seemed to think there were not more than 300

or 400 of them. They understood they had robbed a tan-yard, and car

ried oft some stock. From all I could learn this seems to have been

their object. The only party that came near the boat was the small

one that visited Irving s plantation, and their object seems to have been.
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to run off the negroes, which they did, but not in the direction they
expected. Early on the morning of the 27th I returned to the boat,
went aboard, found everything safe with about forty infantrymen, and
the captain not seeming to fear an attack, L concluded the object of
the expedition had been accomplished, and returned to the city, which
I reached about sunset on the 28th. In regard to forage, I would state

that I fed at the Irving plantation, but arriving there in the night, and
leaving very early in the morning, I did not see the amount of corn.
I fed also at Peunington s and Perkins plantations, near where the
boat is. I found abundance for my command, but can t say how much is

left. 1 liad to leave one man sick (First Missouri) at Johnson s, about
twelve miles from the city.

1 am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. T1LFORD,

Captain, Third U. 8. Cavalry., Commanding Expedition.

[Lieut. W. A. MARTIN,]
Acty. Asst. Atljt. Gen., Cavalry l)it\, tivcenth Army Corps.

No. 8.

Report of Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com
mandiny Third Brigade.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIG., CAV. Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
BroicnsrUle, Ark., November 3, 1864.

SIR: In compliance to orders received from district headquarters, I

have the honor to report that in reading the telegram which ordered me
to send the scout of 500 men to Lewisburg I read it Little Rock, by mis
take, and not knowing what length of time theyshould have to remain to
await the arrival of Major-General Herron, I did not know what num
ber of rations to furnish. I sent rations to the 1st of November, which
were all 1 had on hand. I supposed that they could draw rations at
Little Rock. 1 sent no transportation because I was not ordered to do
so. In relation to the scout sent east of White River, I made the detail
and gave the officer in charge the instructions which I received. Dur
ing the review of my brigade, October 25, 1804, Generals Steele and
West asked me if I had made the detail for the scout east of White
River. I told them I had not. They replied that they wished Major
Snelling, of the Tenth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, to go in command,
and asked me to send for him that they might give him instructions.
I did so. He had an interview with them. I detailed the number of
men required, 200; placed Major Snelling in command. He left this

camp at 8 a. in. October 2(i, 18(&amp;gt;4;
arrived back on the 2d instant.

Herewith I have the honor to forward the report of Major Snelling.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Brigade.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Little, h ock, Ark.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps,
Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding.*

October 5. The brigade marched out of Austin, Ark., at a. in., to

Brownsville, Ark., a distance of fifteen miles, and went into camp.
*
Jfrqiu monthly return.



862 LOUISIANA AND THE TBANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIU.

October 25. A detachment numbering 200 men, under command of

Major Suelliiig, Tenth Illinois Cavalry, went out on scout in the vicin

ity of Cotton Plant, Ark.
October 20. A detachment left in command of Lieut. Col. John P.

Knight, Ninth Iowa Cavalry, consisting of 500 men, as escort to offi

cers to Fort Smith, Ark.

No. 9.

Report of Maj. George T. Snelling, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS TENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Brownsville, Ark., November 3, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 25th of
October I was sent for to come to your headquarters, that General
West wanted to see me. I reported to General West, being informed

by him that I was to take command of a scout that was ordered from
our brigade (200 cavalry), with ten days rations; that I would proceed
to White River; there I would meet a boat sent by General Andrews
to cross me over the river; then 1 would proceed to Madison, on Saint
Francis River if I thought prudent to go that far, as the scout was not
deemed a military scout, but rather a political scout; that Doctor
Fryrear would accompany me as a guide and that there would be an
election held in Madison to see if there were any Union men in that

locality, or not, and that I would return by the way of Cotton Plant if

1 thought it prudent to do so: that there would be no tbrce in that

country to oppose me but some small bushwhacking parties, and [to|
rout them, bring in all the horses and mules and cattle that I could
find. 1 started at 8 or

clock on the morning of the 20th from Browns
ville. Arrived at the Bluffs at 4 p. in. Reported to General Andrews,
stating to him my orders from General West. He then ordered me to
cross White River at daylight the next morning, that he would give
me seventy-five men of the Ninth Kansas and that I would proceed
direct to Cotton Plant, moving out some twelve miles that day; the
next morning move early to Cotton Plant, allowing no news to get
ahead of me if possible; remain in Cotton Plant one day, scouring the

country in that locality, bringing in all the stock there was in that

part of the country and all negro men I could get, and return on the
1st day of November to Devall s Bluff. And on the morning of the 27th
1 moved at daylight, crossed my command, 200 of the Tenth Illinois

Cavalry, seventy-five of the Ninth Kansas, with five days rations;
moved out sixteen miles and camped on the farm of one Mr. Temple-
ton, twelve miles from Cotton Plant. The next morning moved at 4 a.

m.; crossed Cache River, the Ninth Kansas in the advance, with a lien-

tenant Avith twenty-five men as advance guard. Moved on to Cotton

Plant, taking all male citizens prisoners, sending them to the rear.

After arriving at Cotton Plant, finding no force in the place, having
completely surprised the citizens, I sent Captain Flesherwith seventy-
five men out north of Cotton Plant; I, taking fifty men, went out south
of Cotton Plant, scouring the country of all horses and mules, burning
two houses, taking 3 deserters from our army, 1 from the Twelfth Mich
igan, 2 from the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, taking a number of arms
from the citizens. One of the houses burned by me was the house of
a noted bushwhacker by the name of Simpson, keeping a gang of blood-
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hounds for chasing conscriptvS out of the swamps. After taking live

guus from the house and a lot of ammunition, I ordered the house set

on fire. The other house was one of Rayborne s men s houses, who
shot at my men from the house, then running-, pursued by my men, who
killed him near the house. Myself returning back to Cotton Plant
that night. Captain Flesher, of the Ninth Kansas, returned about 9

p.m., bringing in 4 Confederate soldiers, a lot of stock, mules, and horses
;

reported to have killed 1 bushwhacker, burned 1 house. Camped in

the town all night. The next morning I sent out scouts in all directions

with orders to bring in all the stock they could find. The different

scouting parties returned back to the Plant that night; camped.
Started the morning of the 31st of October, 1804, with 11 prisoners, 50
head of horses, 23 head of mules, 2 wagons; moved back eighteen
miles

; camped e-n Horn Lake. Marched at 4 a. m. on the morning of 1st

of-November. Arrived at the river on the opposite side of the Bluffs

at 1 p. m.; crossed my command over; reported to General Andrews;
turned the prisoners over to the provost-marshal; camped for the

night. Marched at 4 a. m. on the 2d. Arrived at Brownsville at 2 p.
m. without any further trouble, having been out seven days. Casual
ties are as follows: Killed 3 bushwhackers, broke up 150 small-arms,
shotguns and rifles, bringing in 73 head of horses and mules, 11 pris
oners.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
GEO. T. SNELLING,

Major Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
Col. WASHINGTON F. GEIGEB,

Commanding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

[Indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LITTLE ROCK,
November .9, 1864.

The within reports* are respectfully forwarded for the information
of the major-general commanding.
My orders were explicit in both cases, copying the language from

department headquarters. I was not aware that the commanding gen
eral had given any special instructions to Major Snelling, and neither

General West nor General Andrews had any authority from me to alter

his instructions, which required him to go to Madison by way of Clar
endon and return by way of Cotton Plant.

Respectfully submitted.
E. A. CARR,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

No. 10.

Report of Lieut. George J. Campbell, Third U. S. Cavalry.

LIEUTENANT: Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 20, headquarters
Cavalry Division, October 18, 1864, the command composed of the fol

lowing detachments started from the camp of the Third Missouri Cav
alry Volunteers, October 10, 1864, at 9 a. m.: First Missouri Cavalry,
159 men and 3 officers; Third Missouri Cavalry, 42 men and 2 officers;

First Iowa Cavalry, 40 men and no officers: Ninth Kansas Cavalry, 100

*Geiger s, p. 861, and Snellmjj s. next, ante.
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men and 2 offiaers; Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, 50 men and l officer;
Third U. S. Cavalry, G8 men and 3 officers; total 459 men and 11
officers. Assistant Surgeon Madison, Third Arkansas Cavalry, with
four ambulances and attendants, accompanied the expedition. The
command proceeded toward Beaton, finding no opposition. Stopped
to water at Collegeville for twenty minutes; distance from Benton said
to be nine miles. On arriving at about two miles from Benton, sent
the advance, composed of sixty-eight men of the Third U. S. Cavalry,
in command of Capt. E. W. Tarlton and Lieut. William G. Hoffman,
forward to charge into the town, with orders to arrest all parties found
there. Captain Tarlton charged in, capturing 2 men and 3 horses of
the Eleventh Arkansas (J. L. Logan s brigade), then proceeded to

picket the roads leading out of town; searched for men and arms but
found none; found no forage. The command then advanced toward
Fagan s Ford on the Saline, where they encamped for the night. On
arriving in camp foraging parties were immediately sent out across the
river and found some corn, enough for one feed for the command; heard
that Crawford was at Pratt s Ford with about fifty men. Distance

marched, twenty-seven miles.

October 20, 1864, left camp at 5 a. in. No forage this morning.
Roads very bad; numerous cross-roads. Marched toward Tulip and
encamped in the woods at a branch said to be sixteen miles from Tulip:
found a small quantity of forage. Distance marched, about twenty-
three miles by our route.

October 21, 1864, marched at 4 a. in.; roads rough and apparently
not much traveled, owing to making a detour to get to the east of

Tulip, in order not to allow the enemy to hear of our approach. When
about twelve miles from Princeton the advance, consisting of a detail

from the First Missouri, in charge of Sergeant Stewart, and 100 men
from the Ninth Kansas, the whole command in charge of Lieutenants
Dow and Haughawout, Ninth Kansas, found the enemy s pickets, about

sixty or seventy strong, posted in the roads. The pickets tired on the
advance and then fell back toward Tulip and Princeton. Major Avery
then sent part of the command through Tulip; and advanced on a road
to the east of Tulip, driving the mounted infantry picket ahead of

them. The squadron then went through Tulip; joined the main body
at the intersection of the Tulip and Princeton roads. The command
then proceeded to advance. Just then word arrived from the rear of

the column that one of the ambulances had broken down. Major
Avery ordered that if it could not be repaired without delay to the

column to burn it, which was done. On arriving at about two miles

from Princeton, organized a command to charge into town, take and
hold it. Lieutenants Dow and Haughawout, Ninth Kansas, with their

command, charged, supported by Captain Mills, Lieutenants Green and

Adams, with their command, 151) men, First Missouri Cavalry. Lieu
tenant Haughawout, who was in the extreme front, found about seventy
men (cavalry) drawn up in line of battle, but they broke out of town
for their camp on the Camden road. We then proceeded to establish

pickets on all the roads leading out of town and proceeded to

search for arms and C. S. stores; found a building containing
between tifteen and twenty stand of arms, which were immediately
destroyed by the command. The major then sent forward the First

Missouri to find the enemy s camp. Captain Mills proceeded out on
the Camden road for about two miles, and found the enemy strongly

posted in t^he edge of the woods, with a bayou between fifty and sixty

feet wide along their front. He reconnoitered their position and found
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it too strong to warrant an attack, and in accordance with orders fell

back and joined the command. Captured during- the day 14 prisoners:
12 men Eleventh Arkansas Mounted Infantry, 1 from Second Texas,
and 1 man from the Monroe regiment. Cabell s brigade, with their arms.
Found one man from the First Iowa Cavalry, who had been captured
by the enemy on the 1st of May and detained as a nurse in the hospital;
was brought in. Found also another in hospital suffering from a coin-

pound fracture of the thigh, who. Doctor Compton, the C. S. surgeon
and the surgeon of our command, both say will not recover (name George
Sidney, regiment Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry) who was left in charge
of Doctor Compton. the C. S. surgeon, who they say has been very
kind to them. The command then marched back toward Jenkins Ferry
on the Saline: halted three miles from Princeton, fed and watered the
horses; started again and marched to Jenkins Ferry, which was crossed
and a camp established. Heard that the enemy was on the Saline
River oOO strong, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel McMurter,
Second Texas. No forage to-night. Distance marched, about forty-
nine miles.

October 22, 1804, marched at 5 a. in. No forage. At 11.50 obtained
corn and fed ; marched again and encamped in an opening about twenty-
six miles from Little Rock and eight miles from Hurricane Creek.

To-day the march was made very slowly, with* numerous rests, owing
to the severity of the preceding march and scarcity of forage. Distance
marched, about twenty-two miles.

October 23, marched at 5 a. in.: heard at a house that an immense
body of men had passed during the night, moving toward Hurricane,

Creek; moved cautiously forward, having all on the alert, owing to the,

density of the timber on either side. At 8.30 a. in. crossed Hurricane
and moved forward toward the Benton road. Rebels h red into the

advance, and immediately the tight became general. The position held

by the rebels was a semi-circle, covering our front and rear. Major
Avery proceeded to put the command in position, which brought them
on our front, but their line was so great that they covered both flanks.

The Texans then charged across a small opening in our front, demand
ing a surrender. Just then Major Avery s horse was shot from under
him, the ball passing through his pants and saddle into the opposite
saddle-skirt. Lieutenants Haughawont, Ninth Kansas, and Clayton,
Third Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, were both wounded at the same
charge. Sergeant [Young |,

Ninth Kansas Cavalry, was shot through
the head, killing him instantly. Every company in the command, and
individual, was soon hotly engaged, and though the rebels charged
furiously several times, in every instance our men drove them back into

the bush. Our men also charged them, but they broke and ran in

every direction, though their officers were seen trying to form them,
but found it impossible, as our men pressed them back every time.

They then fell off toward our right and rear, after which we could find

no trace of them. Casualties, United States: One killed (sergeant,
Ninth Kansas) ;

wounded First Iowa, 1 (private, mortally, since died) ;

First Missouri, 2 (privates, severely); Third Missouri, 2 (privates,

severely); Fourth Arkansas, 2 (privates, severely) ;
Third flirted States,

2 (1 very severely in head); commissioned officers, Lieutenant Clayton,
Third- Missouri, severely; Lieutenant Haughawout, Ninth Kansas,
severely. Rebel loss, as far as known. 27 killed. 1 captured.
Very respectfullv submitted.

G. J. CAMPBELL,
Second Lieut.. Third L . ti. Cav.&amp;lt; Actf/. Engr. for the Command.
55 R K VOL XLi, I T I
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[ludorsement.]

The above report is correct in every particular and is therefore ap
proved. I am happy to recommend to the consideration of all whom it

may concern the names of all the officers who accompanied me on the

expedition. Were I to mention the name of one and not the other, I

would do an injustice. I will, however, mention the name of Lieuten
ant Haughawout, of the Ninth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, who after

receiving a severe wound in the right leg just below the knee still con
tinued to fight as though nothing had occurred, and after the battle
was over he rode his horse to Little Kock before having his wound
dressed. The men behaved with the greatest coolness and bravery.
No one was seen going to the rear except from just cause. In addition
to the above report I will state that I received no information relative

to the movements of any large bodies of the enemy. I learned from

prisoners that Magruder was at Camden fortifying. I also learned that
there is one regiment of infantry and three pieces of artillery and some
cavalry at Washington and pickets at Arkadelphia. The enemy have
three pieces of artillery at their camp two miles from Princeton.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
GEO. S. AVERY,

Major Third Mo. Vol. Car., Commanding Expedition.

Lieut. W. A. MARTIN,
Aetg. Antit. Atljt. Gen., Cat&quot;. Dir., Seventh Army Corps.

No. 11.

Report of Brig. Gen. Poiccll Clayton, U. S. Army, commanding post of
Pine Bluff.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., October /, 186-1 !) p. m.

GENERAL: Lieutenant Grove, sent yesterday morning to scout in the

vicinity of Mount Elba, has just come in. He captured 1 lieutenant and
8 men belonging to Major s (Texas) brigade, stationed at Mounr Elba
and Chowning s Ferry. lie reports the following: Major s brigade had
orders to cross the Saline to-day, but failed to do so on account of the

rain. A portion of the command at Monticello crossed to Warren yes
terday. His information coincides with that sent you to-day. 1 think

there can be no doubt but that the enemy are for some reason changing
their base. If we had the cavalry re-enforcements here now I think
we might strike them a timely blow. In case the Saline should rise

and hinder their crossing we may do so as it is. I expect a man in

from the Saline to-morrow, from whom we can obtain further informa
tion. It may be that more can be accomplished by striking first for

Mount Elba and then Monticello than by going direct for Monticello.

I will telegraph you more upon this subject tomorrow.
POWELL CLAYTON,

Brigadier- Genera 1
7 Commanding.

Major-General STEELE.
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OCTOBER 1-NOVEMBER 27, 1864. Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex.,
to Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter.

Report of Col. Oscar M. Broirn, First California .Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FORT CRAIG, N. MEX.,
December 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN : L have the honor to report that in obedience to special
instructions from department headquarters, dated Santa Fe, N. Mex.,
September , 1804, I left this post on the 1st day of October for the
Sierra Blanca Mountain and Apache country, with the following offi

cers, troops, and employes: Capt. William Ayers, First New Mexico
Infantry, and twenty men: Capt. W. II. Lent, First Xew Mexico In

fantry, and thirty men; Lieut. L. F. Sambtirn, Company H, First Cali
fornia Cavalry, and fifty men, five packers and herders, two guides,
and one interpreter, all provided with thirty-one days short rations
and forty-two pack-mules, and seven herder s and packer s horses:
The guides, Felippe Gonzales and Antonio Santillanes, having full con
fidence that Indians might be found in large numbers on the south side
of the Sierra Blanca, I determined to proceed by the way of the Little

Colorado, which takes its rise on the north side of that mountain, and
crossing it, surprise them if possible. Marching by way of Bear Spring,
twenty-two miles; La Carriso, fifteen miles; La Monica, sixteen miles;
Sierra de Luero, thirty miles; La Cienega, thirty miles; Ojo del Gallo,

twenty miles; Rio Juan Apache, three miles; Ojo del Xogal, twenty
miles; Rio Seco, twelve miles, I arrived at the Little Colorado, distance
from Fort Craig 1G8 miles, on the morning of October VI about 10
a. in., having sent my spies ahead the night before with instructions to

make a thorough, reconnaissance during the night, and if signs were
discovered to send back and notify me, otherwise to remain in the

vicinity until iny command arrived. Xo signs whatever were discov
ered of any Indians having lived in this section for a long time. Rained
all the forenoon. Found this to be a clear, bold, running stream, taking-
its rise in the Sierra Blanca, about twenty miles distant, running to
the northwest, through a beautiful bottom, 20,000 acres of which can
be most easily irrigated: grass of luxuriant growth and very nutritious.
This bottom will at no distant day (as soon as the Apaches are ex

terminated) be thickly settled by a farming and stock-growing popu
lation, as it possesses every inducement to that class of settlers.

Leaving cam]) at 3 p. m. I proceeded six miles higher up the river into
the canon, in order that my camp might be more secluded. Rain dur

ing the night.
October 13, during the forenoon had the missing shoes of horses and

mules replaced; also three days rations cooked, and marched at 3

p. in. for the base of the Sierra Blanca. The ascent from the bottom
of the canon to the top of the mesa was almost impracticable and was
only accomplished after a great deal of hard labor and the fall of one
or two pack-mules, without, however, any serious injury. From this

point I proceeded in advance with twenty-five mounted men, quietly
and cautiously, and about 9 p. m. camped in a deep rocky canon, well
hidden from observation. About 11 p. in. remainder of command came
up; distance traveled, fifteen miles.

October 14, before breaking up camp found that one of the- horses

belonging to Captain Ayers mounted men had broken his leg during
the night by getting in among the rocks. Causing it to be killed I pro
ceeded on cautiously, reaching the spring called Aqua de Juan Panila,
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about one mile and a half distant, and after watering
1 stock and tilling

canteens, commenced the ascent of the Sierra Blauca, throwing spies
and skirmishers considerably in advance. The ascent, although very
steep, was fortunately not rocky, and the mountain side being covered
with tall sugar-pine timber, an enemy could not observe the approach.
Arriving at the summit, a magnificent spectacle presented itself to

view, as instead of a rocky apex or ridge the top proved to be a level

mesa, extending far to the south, east, and west, covered with nutritious

grasses and sugar pine, fir, and poplar trees, the former two of

dimensions truly grand. Traveling about four miles, passed a rapid
running rivulet, one of the tributaries of the Little Colorado. Seven
miles farther arrived at the Rio Tascoso, a small mountain brook, tak

ing its rise on this mesa, and running down the south side into the Rio
de la Cruz. Camped for the night here; whole distance traveled, fif

teen miles. Very cold, with heavy frost during the night.
October 15, leaving the Tascoso at sunrise, proceeded over the mesa

and same character of country to another mountain stream called the
Kio Rioso, about nine miles distant, and camped to await the clearing

up of the weather. Rain had been falling all the morning and the trail

was very heavy. The shoes of the infantry were worn out, and many
had their feet tied up in rags. At 1 p. in. the rain continuing to fall,

1 saddled up and continued to march, sending spies and guides five or

six miles in advance. About 4 p. m. commenced the descent from the
Sierra Blanca, and about 5 p. m. arrived at a clear running mountain
brook, a tributary of the Kio de Labor, which having no name I called

Kio Mohado. Tlie country here is beautiful, and very much like some
parts of Yuba County, Gal.

Sunday, October 1&amp;lt;&amp;gt;, had two days rations cooked, and at 1 p. m.
started for the Kio de Labor, distant sixteen miles, having sent out at

an early hour spies and guides with instructions to be exceedingly cau
tious and afford me timely information if any signs were discovered.
About dark arrived at the river, where I found one of the guides, who
reported no fresh signs as yet, although the spies with one guide had
in obedience to my instructions proceeded to examine farther. The
remains of a corn-field cultivated during .the summer were found here;
also an old rancheria, inhabited probably during the spring or early
summer. About &amp;lt;S p. m. spies returned: reported no signs ahead.

Monday, October 17, broke camp at daylight, and leaving the pack-
train with forty men under Captain Lent, I proceeded quietly and cau

tiously along the trail, which passes down the Rio de Labor. 1 n a short

time spies reported signs ahead about three days old. Climbing to the

top of a high hill near the trail I examined the bottom thoroughly, as

far as I could see, with an excellent glass, but could discover no signs

whatever, neither smoke, cattle, or huts. Proceeding cautiously with

twenty-five men from Company II, First California Cavalry, and spies
two or three miles in advance, I traveled about eight miles farther,

when the spies returned to me with a squaw, captured by them on the
trail. She was advancing along the same trail they were following,
and concealing themselves until she approached, they took her prisoner.
This capture altogether prevented the attack on the rancheria, being
deferred until daylight next morning, as her non-return at night would
alarm the Indians and put them on their guard. Directing Captain
Ayers to take his detachment of twenty men and throwing them out as

skirmishers to proceed cautiously down the creek to the left, so as to

avoid being seen, if possible, and sending Lieutenant Samburn with a

detachment of the cavalry (dismounted) up a ravine to the right, with
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similar instructions, I yet had some hopes of surprising them, although
;i broad and level tract of land about two miles in width intervened
between my position at that time and the opposite hills, where I

expected to find the rancheria. Proceeding in person with fifteen men
also to the right, but to the left of Lieutenant Samburn, I passed this

open plain as cautiously as possible, and about o p. m. met Lieutenant
iSamburn returning, who reported no sign of rancheria in that direction.

Changing my course so as to intercept Captain Ayers, I met that officer

about 4.30 p. m. and found that he had captured three other squaws
while they were picking berries and grass seed near the creek, and had
also found the rancheria and one small two-year-old colt.

There were evidently no Indians at the rancheria at the time, they
having gone oft early in the morning, the men in search of game, the
women in search of grass seed. Through the medium of the inter

preter I learned that there were only five men, five women, and three
children at the rancheria. They had no food laid up for winter, and
subsisted entirely on the grass seeds and what little game the men
killed. The colt captured was to have been killed the next day. But
for the extreme timidity (using no harsher term) of the guides I could

undoubtedly have captured the whole party, as they had no notice
whatever of my approach. L discovered subsequently that the guide
took the spies but a short distance ahead of the command the night
before, representing to them that it was extremely dangerous to go any
farther. Had he been possessed of but a moderate share of physical
courage, I could have easily discovered this rancheria during the night,
and captured every soul at daylight in the morning. This was the
more to be regretted by me, as 1 knew that the escaped Indians would
at once give notice to the neighboring rancherias before I could possibly
discover them. The guide knew of but one trail, which of course was
the old trail traveled years before by traders. Trails ran in many direc

tions, but as I very soon discovered, it was a futile effort to endeavor to
find Indians by the first well-beaten trail that presented itself. Camp
ing about one mile from the rancheria, and posting a few men in am- .

bush around it after dark to capture or kill any Indian that might
venture to return during the night, I used every effort to induce the

captives to lead me to a neighboring rancheria, if any there were,
threatening to hang one of them. They finally consented to show me
in the morning, declaring their inability to find it during the night.
The night was dark, the country over Avhich I had to pass very rough,
and knowing how easy it was to lose a trail that was scarcely percep
tible in places during the daytime, I was, much against my wishes,
compelled to wait for daylight. The stream running through this bot
tom is clear and permanent, and to a white settler the situation would
be most desirable, as the bottom is as well adapted to farming as the

upland is to grazing, which is truly excellent. This stream (Ltio de La
bor) runs into the Prieto about fifteen miles below this point. A very
prominentand isolated mountain to the north side of this creek and near
the rancheria, conical in shape, I called Sugar Loaf Mountain.; distance
traveled this day from last camp about ten miles.

Tuesday, October 18, leaving cam]) at daylight, having previously,
and while it was yet dark, detailed one non-commissioned officer and
ten men to relieve the men posted around the rancheria during the

night, and instructing them to remain in concealment two or three
hours after my departure, I crossed the creek and commenced the ascent
of the mountain, which was rugged and rough in the extreme, over an
Indian trail which could be plainly seen in daylight, but could not have
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been seen by night. It commenced raining before arriving at the sum
mit, and before proceeding many miles the traveling became very heavy.
Pressing on, however, with the squaw as guide, I came in sight (about
five miles distant) of a creek called by them the Rio Audio. Leaving
the train under Captain Ayers to come on leisurely, I ordered Captain
Lent with fifteen men of his company to proceed cautiously down a
ravine to the right and approach the supposed locality from the opposite
side. Lieutenant Samburn with ten of hivS men dismounted I sent in

the opposite direction with similar instructions. Allowing sufficient

time for these officers to make the necessary detour, I proceeded in the
direction indicated by the squaw, and after several hours spent in

efforts to approach the rancheria undiscovered, Captain Lout finally
came upon it, but found it deserted, and on examination it wasevident
that the Indians had left during the preceding night. There were
thirteen huts here of a more permanent character than those usually
seen. There were horse and mule tracks going two and three together
in every direction, but the falling rain nearly obliterating them ren
dered it impossible to pursue, beside the country hereabout was so

completely covered with rocks and granite bowlders that it would be
difficult to follow a trail at any time. One of the men found an qld ride
here covered up in the straw. Had the guide been familiar with the

country, on what maybe termed the side trails, I should have been able
to discover this rancheria in time to kill or capture every Indian, as it

was so located as to be easy of approach. Returning up the creek (Rio
Ancho) where I had directed the train to be halted and unpacked, I

camped for the night, rain continuing to fall. The nearest point of the
Prieto was distant about fourteen miles. The river takes its rise in the
Sierra Blanca about twenty-five miles east of this point, and running
nearly south a short distance unites with another branch coming out
of a spur of the Sierra Blanca. The first of these forks is called by the
Indians the Prieto Delgado. After forming the junction the.river turns
first to the west, then to the northwest, and forms the main fork of the
Salinas River, aud not the South Fork of the San Carlos, as has been

erroneously stated. It is a clear, bold, rapid running stream, three
times the size of the San Carlos; and although it only averages about
three feet in depth at this time, there are indications that the volume
of water flowing through it at times is very great.
At 6 p in. I ordered Captain Ayers with twenty-five men to proceed

to the Prieto Delgado, and reaching it before day, to send out his

spies in every direction and endeavor, if possible, before daylight to

find the rancheria which the captives promised to show in that locality.

Although the trail was very muddy, rocky, and the night very dark,
and after being lost for several hours, he finally succeeded in reaching
the river, but could neither hear nor see any signs of Indians. Wait
ing until day he proceeded cautiously to examine the country, but
found no recent signs of Indians or rancherias. It was not only im

possible for him to cross the river, but he could not even approach it

very near. From this point (the junction) to its junction with the

Salinas 1 am informed that there are but two crossings, both of which
I saw, and one of them was almost impracticable. The river through
out its whole length flows through the deepest and most rocky canon I

ever saw. The sides of the canon are nearly perpendicular, and in

some places nearly 1,000 feet high. No Indian can live on this river.

All that are in this section of country must of necessity live away from
the river in the ravines and near springs.
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Wednesday, October 19, broke camp at daylight and marched in a

westerly direction, intending to strike the river at the nearest point
from which Lieutenant Samburn had been ordered to commence his

scout the preceding- night down the river, and to which Captain Avers
had been ordered to return by way of the river. Supposing it to be
like most rivers, and that access to it or down it was not impractica

ble, I had hoped to surprise them while on the move from one point to

another, and that if any escaped from Captain Ayers they would be

intercepted by Lieutenant Samburn or myself. On approaching within
two or three miles of the river I found it to be almost impassable the

worst I ever saw. The infantry could proceed much more rapidly than

cavalry, and I ordered all the latter dismounted, to proceed on foot.

At last i reached the river, or, more properly speaking, the river canon,
the river itself being at least 500 feet beneath the bluff on which 1

stood. At once 1 was satisfied of the impossibility of my orders to

Captain Ayers and Lieutenant Samburn being executed. Xo troops
could travel along the river, either up or down; nor could I discover

any traces of Lieutenant Samburn. He had evidently gone far beyond
the point at which 1 had desired him to strike the river. As he only
had rations for twenty-four hours and Captain Ayers for forty-eight
hours, I could not proceed and leave them to follow my trail. I there

fore determined to return to my camp of the day before and await their

arrival, at the same time sending out scouts over the mountains to

notify these otlicers of my movements. Returning, therefore, and
throwing out scouts in different directions, L soon had the satisfaction

of seeing Lieutenant Samburu approach, and about half an hour after

ward Captaiu Ayers came in and reported that no sign whatever had
been discovered by him, and that, although he had traveled about eight
een miles in sight of the river, he had been unable to water his horses,
there being no practicable, descent. Lieutenant Samburn had no
horses with him, and descended to the river far below the point
intended, the guide having lost himself during the night, so that at

daylight he did not know where he was, whether above or below the

point to which he was ordered. Neither did he discover any sign of

Indians, liain nearly all night.

Thursday, October _!0, resting men and animals; at 1 p. in. started
for the crossing of the Prieto. Traveled without trail, but in the sup
posed direction, the guide having miscalculated the distance, and after

traveling until 5 p. in. over the roughest mountains in the whole coun

try, I left the guide looking for a practicable descent, and changing my
course to the north at right angles to the river, I soon came to an open
mesa covered with good grass, a small creek of water, and an old
rancheria. Camped for the night, and ordered five days rations to be
cooked. Xo rain to-night, but heavy frost and very cold.

Friday, October 21, marched at (&amp;gt; a. m.. having previously sent out

guides to look for the trail or any trail, as the traveling of the day
before, if repeated, would break down all the animals. Found the
trail about a mile and a half distant, and following it up about eight
miles commenced the descent to the river. The sight here was truly

grand, but not at all pleasing to the commander of a detachment having
horses and mules. After a toilsome effort of one hour the command
reached the river. Leaving Captain Ayers and Lieutenant Samburn
with fifty men to camp for the night and follow the next day, I pro
ceeded with Captain Lent and the remainder of the detachment (cav
alry and infantry) with five days cooked rations to the Water Holes,
fifteen miles distant, where 1 arrived about sunset. Spies returned
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and reported signs, having
1 discovered the trail of three Indians having

a burro with them. They had been gathering- the prickly pear fruit,
and were proceeding leisurely in a northwesterly direction!!

Saturday, October 22, sent out spies to the east, west, and south,
with instructions to follow up any fresh trail that might be found, and
to exercise every precaution to avoid being discovered. I also sent out
spies to follow up the trail discovered the evening before. About sun
set the various scouts returned without having discovered anything.
The trail to the northwest was followed about eight miles, and led in
the direction of two streams called the Little Rivers or Rillitos, where
the guides represented I would be very likely to find Indians. Captain
Ayers having arrived with the balance of the command, I determined
to proceed at an early hour in the morning, and approaching as near
as practicable to nnd out exact location of rancheria and surround it

during the next night.
Sunday, October 23, commenced raining very hard about 12 m.

Everything wet and mud deep. Marching at 4.30 a. m. Rain pouring
down. After daylight found trail of Indians and burro obliterated.

Traveling excessively heavy and shoes of infantry dropping to pieces.
Cavalrymen all compelled to walk. After going about ten miles found
where Indians had rested and eaten &quot;

tanitos.&quot; Xo trail, however, could
be followed from this point. Proceeding cautiously toward the deep
canon, where I expected to find the rancheria, 1 discovered that no
Indians had lived here for several months. They had made their mes
cal and probably had passed most of the summer here, but no recent
traces were to be found.
This creek, and also another about four miles distant to the north,

both of which uniting about ten miles to the southwest formed the East
Fork of the San Carlos, are evidently favorite summer resorts for the
Indians as the mescal and prickly pear fruit seems to be quite abundant
here. Proceeding to this latter fork and sending scouting parties in

every direction to look for signs, I camped in thecanon to await the result.
No discovery made, and rain continuing to fall, passed a disagreeable
night. Having but five days short rations left, and the distance to
Fort Goodwin by the trail requiring at least that time to travel it, the
men being nearly all barefooted, and the horses and mules nearly worn
out, from the effects of exposure in the cold rains and heavy frost, 1

determined to commence the march early in the morning, or as soon as
the weather would permit, for that post, by way of the San Carlos.

Camp Rigg, and the Gila River. I came to this conclusion with extreme

reluctance, as I had no doubt of the existence of a raucheria within

twenty or twenty-five miles, although I could not as yet tell in what
direction; but as I felt satisfied that the Indians by this time must be
aware of the presence of troops iu the country, and as the heavy and
constant rains had obliterated all trails, so that to find them would be
a matter of mere chance, 1 was forced to the conclusion to march at

once for Fort Goodwin, and the men who had been walking barefooted

day and night over the rocks and through mud, and living on one tor
tilla per day, hailed the order with delight, although I must do them
the/justice to say that they have borne the unusual hardships cheer

fully and without a murmur, joining in the laugh of their comrades,
excited by the ludicrous appearance of their feet tied up in rags, and
yet the certainty of a fight would have induced them to go unhesitat

ingly without eating as long as nature would permit.

Monday, October 24, mud three inches deep; blankets, clothing, and
everything very wet and heavy; waited for it to clear up somewhat.
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About 11 a. 111. commenced raining again and poured down for an hour,
when 1 struck (tamp and started for the San Carlos, distant eighteen
miles. ^Making a wide detour to the north, I crossed one of the many
deep canons which intersect this mesa, when, changing my course to
the southwest, 1 traveled over the mesa (level and covered with grass)
for about twelve miles, when I commenced descent into the San Carlos

Valley over what appeared to have been the great Indian thoroughfare
between the upper and lower country for ages. The descent occupied
two hours, and must have been at least 2,000 feet in the perpendicular.
Reached the South Fork of the San Carlos after dark and camped for

the night. Very little grass here; distance traveled, eighteen miles.

Tuesday, October 25, at daylight proceeded six miles farther to the
San Carlos, and camped to give the animals good grazing, which they
failed to get last night for the second time only on the trip. Leaving
here at 1 p. m. 1 traveled down the San Carlos, passing Cam]) Rigg,
and arrived at the Gila about o p. m.; distance traveled, fifteen miles.
Two old and very poor mules gave out to-day and 1 was compelled to
kill them.

Wednesday, October 20, leaving the detachment under command of

Captain Ayers, and taking an escort I proceeded to Fort Goodwin,
where I arrived at 2 p. m., and met with the very welcome hospitalities
of Major Smith, the commanding oflicer, and Major Gorman, of my
own regiment, and Surgeon Whitney, post surgeon.

Thursday,&quot; October 27, about 12 in. m.y command arrived, when I im
mediately commenced relitting the expedition for the return to Fort
Craig by way of Negrita, San Francisco, and Azul Rivers.

Friday, October 28, ordered off Captain Avers Avith the command at
2 p. m. with instructions to proceed up the Gila until good grazing
could be found and camp for the night. On leaving one mule was re

ported missing and could not be found after the most diligent search.
It was either with the post herd and not recognizable or had been
stolen. 1 left here in hospital two men from Captain Lent s company
and two from the cavalry.
October 21), 1804, leaving Fort Goodwin at an early hour and pro

ceeding to my camp, I moved ten miles higher up the Gila and camped
for the night. Sunday, October 30, a private of Captain Lent s com
pany being taken very sick during the night, I sent him back to Fort
Goodwin for medical treatment. Traveling up the river about eight
een miles, I camped on a beautiful bottom covered with fine grass.
Three men belonging to Company H, First California Cavalry, failed to
come into camp. At a late hour one returned and stated that he had
taken the road to Fort Cunnnings by mistake and gone some distance
out of the way.
Monday, October 31, the grass being good and camp well sheltered,

I determined to remain here a*ll day and rest my wearied animals, as

they certainly required it, the more especially as a long and hard jour
ney was before them. The men missing yesterday failing to come up,
1 sent out parties in search, but no traces being found I concluded
their absence was intentional and began to suspect they had deserted.

Tuesday, November 1, determining to remain one more day and give
my stock the benefit of the excellent grass, also to search for the miss
ing men, sent parties out in different directions, but at sunset no traces
had been found. It was quite evident they had followed the road to
Fort Cummings, and their trail could not be distinguished from others

traveling in the same direction on the day they were first missed.
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Wednesday, November 2, called about 3 a. in. by the officer of the

day, who reported three men missing who had been relieved from guard
at 2 a. m., and as their saddles and blankets could not be found it was
evident they had deserted. The night was very dark and immediate

pursuit was out of the question. At daylight sent out scouts to look
for the trail, and about 7.30 a. in. found they had gone toward the Fort
Cumminga road. Immediately ordered Lieutenant Samburn, one non
commissioned officer, and ten men. to take the trail and pursue until he
came up with them, but as they had stolen three of my best mules I

had but little hopes of their capture. Awaited here all day to be pres
ent if Lieutenant Samburn should meet with unexpected success and
return.

Thursday, November 3, Lieutenant Samburn not returning, broke up
camp at daylight and proceeded up the river to the mouth of the Bon-

ita, crossing the Gila several times on the way and entering the Gila
Canon. Camped for the night; distance traveled, about twelve miles.

Friday, November 4, crossed the river at an early hour (fording very
cold for the dismounted men) and ascending the mountain marched
along an exceedingly rough trail, over high hills and deep ravines,
which told heavily on the stock, and for the nrst time on the scout was
compelled to destroy a cavalry horse, which had failed entirely. It

was a very weak and inferior horse, and I had expected to lose him iu

the earlier part of the expedition. Two old quartermaster horses used

by the packers and herders also gave out, but were finally got into

camp. The distance traveled was only twelve miles, yet it was of such
a character as to be very fatiguing to men and animals. Camped at

some water-holes about six miles distant from the Gila. Grazing
good.

Saturday, November 5, inarched at daylight and traveled about six

miles in a northerly direction over a much better trail than that of

yesterday, reaching the Kio Gila about two miles above the San Fran
cisco. The guide not seeming to be certain as to the trail from this

point, but rather urging that I should travel higher up the canon and
over the hill to the east side of the river before making for the San

Francisco, I pitched my camp and sent out spies and guides to the

north, east, and west to search for a trail. In about two hours found
a good trail leading to the north and nearly parallel with the San
Francisco.

Sunday, November 6, marched at an early hour, and on reaching the

top of the mountain, beheld the River San Francisco, from its mouth to

the mouth of the canon, miles away, although it may be properly called

a canon the whole distance. Traveling over a ridge running parallel
to the river, I at last descended and struck the river and crossed to

the west side, but was soon compelled to^cross and recross many times

again before I reached camp, at a point &quot;which 1 denominated Aztec

Fort, in consequence of the fortifications erected on the top of a bold
and abrupt bluff commanding the entrance to the canon, this being
the second one 1 had encountered on the march, the/ other was on the
Kio Ancho, to the north of the Prieto. Considerable skill and knowl

edge of the science of attack and defense was evinced in their con
struction. Centuries may have elapsed since they were constructed,
and unless thrown down by human hands they will stand for centuries
to come. In crossing the river to-day an old, poor, and broken-down
mule mired down, and not being able to get him out, ordered him to be
killed. Distance traveled, eighteen miles.
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Monday, November 7, commenced raining
1 before morning and rained

.11 day. River rising ,
and impossible to move.

Tuesday, November 8, rain continued to fall. Surrounding hills

ind mountains covered with snow. Very Cold and animals suffering
iiucli.

*

Wednesday, November 9, rain having ceased, commenced the march

.ip the river bottom, fording twice. Found it so swollen and rapid I

was compelled to strike out over the mountains and endeavor if pos
sible to make some progress by traveling parallel to the river. After
a laborious and fatiguing march of only twelve, miles was compelled to

strike the river again, and camped for the night in a small well-sheltered

flat covered with good grass.

Thursday, November 10, as the river was yet too high to ford with

safety and traveling over the mountains entirely out of the question,
I was compelled to lie here all day. Found at this spot remains of

an old camp and indications of considerable work done in gold dig
ging. Some of my men, having received permission, sunk or rather

opened up, one or two old holes and got a very good prospect of fine

quality gold. I am of opinion that the placer is very limited, however,
and do not think it would pay. One of my guides (Felippe Gronzales)
informed me that Captain Shirland, with his company of the First Cal
ifornia Cavalry, was here at one time, he (Gonzales) being with him as

guide.
Friday, November 11, the river having fallen considerably, broke up

cam]) at an early hour, and traveling ten miles higher up the river to

a well-sheltered and excellent spot for grazing, determined to leave the

pack-train and cavalry horses with a part of the command, and taking
cooked rations for several days to proceed on foot to the Sierra Blanca

by way of the Rio Negrita and Aznl. In one or both of these localities

1 expected to find Indians if there were any in this section of country.

Saturday, November 12, sent Captain Ayers with twenty-four men
and live days cooked rations to the Negrita with instructions to scout

along the river to its source, and endeavor if possible to tind Indians.

He was also ordered to return at the expiration of that time to the

camp, which would on that day be moved to the junction of the Azul
and San Francisco. Leaving Captain Lent in command of the camp,
I proceeded with twenty-rive dismounted cavalry (taking seven days

7

cooked rations) to the mouth of the Azul, about seven miles distant,
and following up that stream, camped for the night, about fifteen

miles from its junction with the San Francisco. The whole canon is

very deep and narrow and the river has to be crossed almost constantly.
Weather and wa^er very cold, and shoes beginning to wear out. Found
here indications of an old Indian camp, of a party probably twenty or

thirty strong, having with them a goodly number of animals. It was
too old, however, and too much rain had fallen upon the trail to permit
of its being followed.

Sunday, November 13, leaving camp before daylight I proceeded cau

tiously up the stream, crossing and recrossing, expecting to rind Indians
or fresh signs certainly during the day. About 11 a. m. passed remains
of an old rancheria, habited probably a year since. About 2 p. m.
came upon the remains of another, apparently of the same age, also an
old corral and some little fencing in a flat in the opening of the canon.

Resting here about an hour, followed on up the river, which had nar
rowed down verymuch, the water in many places rushing through a nar
row gorge in the solid granite walls, cut by its action for ages. About 4

o clock turned up the mountain to the right of the river, following an



876 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Ltil.

old Indian trail, and arriving- at the summit found myself upon the
southeastern extremity of the Sierra Blauca. Snow on all sides and
weather very cold. My course now was very nearly east, and arriving
at a clear running stream in the mesa about four miles from the river,

camped for the night. 1 had almost forgotten to add that the remains
of an old camp, either troops or citizens, was observable on the river a
few hundred yards above the point at which 1 turned off. Very cold

night ;
suowon all sides and water in canteens frozen. Distance traveled

this day about eighteen miles.

Monday, November 14, marching- as soon as it was light enough to
see the trail, 1 traveled on over the mesa, which was rolling and hilly,
intersected by many deep canons. About 12 m. overtook the spies and
guides, who were awaiting me. The guide stated that if any Indians
were in this section of country at all they would be found about four
miles distant at a place called liancheria Vieja, and as the approach
appeared to be somewhat open, I sent forward the spies and guide
with instructions to meet me at a designated point, and awaited until
toward night before marching. At 4 p. m. moved on. I proceeded
about four miles and met two of the spies awaiting with the informa
tion that no signs were discovered, and that the guide with the other

spies had gone on to the San Francisco, distant about six miles. I

therefore proceeded on and arrived at the river about 8.30 p. m. and
camped for the night.

Tuesday, November 15, at daylight sent spies up and down the river;
also to the mountains east of the river about three miles distant. No
signs were discovered except an old rancheria of eleven huts, occupied
apparently during the summer. After the return of the spies, about
11 a. m., I passed on down the river, looking for signs and following
up an old trail scarcely visible. I came upon another old rancheria
often or twelve huts, inhabited probably during the last winter. The
laud on and near the river here is very tine, and covered with excel
lent pasture. No liner farming or stock ranch could be desired. Bot
tom land can be easily irrigated and the numerous beaver dams here

already overnow OjUite a number of acres. ( rossing to the east side of
the river, and striking for the range of mountains to the ea st, already
alluded to, and which is approached by an elevated mesa, covered with

pasture for countless herds, I passed in the direction of a deep gorge,
which looked like a favorable locality for Indians. Arriving here and
descending into the cafion, which was very deep, 1 found traces of
Indians about one month old. It being now very late, I camped for

the night. Distance traveled about ten miles.

Wednesday, November
1(&amp;gt;, passing down this canon I found a trail

of Indians made immediately after a rain, which might be two weeks
and might be two months old. Followed it up and turning into a side
cafion on the left, found quite a number of horse and mule tracks inter

mingled with moccasin tracks. This side canon was tilled up with trees,

stumps, and dense chaparral, and gave me infinite tod to force my
way through. At last came upon a temporary rancheria. which ap
peared to have been inhabited but a few days, and solely for the pur
pose of concealment. It was not visible titty yards distant. I ascended
the canon as high as possible and then proceeded to the top of the

mountain, or mesa, which it proved to be, followed up to the mountain
itself, but found no further siirns. Snow began to fall and the cold
was intense, and when I turned to retrace my steps I found it necessary
to be expeditious to avoid much suffering. Descending to the canon
where the trail was tirst struck, I proceeded as rapidly as possible (rain
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falling in the meantime, &quot;although it was snowing; above). After a
toilsome and laborious march arrived at a point on the San Francisco
Kiver known as the Travesilla and camped for the night. Distance
traveled, fifteen miles. Having but two days rations left, and being-
satisfied that there were no Indians in this section of country, I deter
mined to iriarch in the morning for El Tenaje, the point at which I had
directed Captain Ayers to meet me.

Thursday, November IT. marched at an early hour for the Tenaje,
six miles west of Fort West, and traveling over the best trail I had
seen in the country, arrived about 3 p. in-.; distance traveled, twenty-
three miles.

Friday, November 10. waked up to find the ground and my blankets
covered with snow, liations very short, but fortunately one of the
men had killed two antelopes the evening before. Continued to snow
until about 2 p. in., when 1 moved two miles farther down the creek to

procure a better supply of fuel. About f&amp;gt; p. m. Captain Ayers came up
with the rest of the command. Men and animals very much fatigued
from the long day s march through the snow. Learned that lie was
unable to leave his camp that morning until a. m., in consequence of
the heavy snow-storm. Captain Ayers reported that one of the pack
er s horses, a large but weak animal, had in climbing up the mountain
fallen backward and been killed. Several others had been left back
on the road unable to proceed farther.

Saturday, November 20, awaiting the arrival of the horses left on
the road yesterday, I did not break up cam]) until 2 p. m., when I

proceeded to Fort West, distant six miles, and occupying the quarters
not yet destroyed by the fire, which had burned down a large portion
of them, i passed the most comfortable night since leaving Fort Good
win. Fort West is beautifully located, and the country round about
admirably adapted for farming and stock raising, the facilities for irri

gation being excellent. Tt is truly cause for sad reflection to see so

many thousand acres of fine land scattered throughout this portion of
Arizona uninhabited, uncultivated, unused, in consequence of the dep
redations of a few thieving, roving, murdering Apaches, who are too
weak to attack or tight but strong enough to steal and assassinate.

Sunday, November 21, having missing horse and mule shoes replaced
during the forenoon, left Fort West at 12 m., and traveling about
twelve miles over a tine wagon road, camped at Santa Lucia for the

night. Water and grass plenty, but .wood scarce.

Monday, November 22, marching at 6 a. in. over the excellent wagon
road for the greater part of the distance, arrived at San Vincente
about 3 p. m. Very cold, but fortunately plenty of fuel.

Tuesday, November 23, marching at sunrise I took an escort and pro
ceeded by way of Pino Alto, which 1 found to be a miserable little place,
a few persons only remaining here, for what purpose a casual observer
cannot tell. 1 was much disappointed, as I had expected to find con
siderable of a mining town. No mining whatever appears to be done
here at present. Keinaining here but a short time, I turned back
toward the copper mine, aud, shortly overtaking my command, 1 pro
ceeded to that point, where i arrived after sunset, having traveled
about twenty-one miles. It was reported shortly after camping that
two men belonging to the cavalry detachment had fallen behind, their
horses becoming tired, and that probably they would not come in until

morning.
Wednesday, November 24, directing Captain Ayers to send back for

the men missing yesterday, who were supposed to be not more than
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two miles from the cam]), and to march leisurely for Fort McRae, via
Mule Spring, La Cienega, and Rio de los Animas, I proceeded in

advance and arrived at that post about 9 p. m. of the 20th ultimo, and
eagerly partook of the generous hospitalities of Major Willis, the post
Commander.
Saturday, November 27, arrived at Fort Craig and terminated the

expedition, which has been barren of any other result than the deter
mination of the non-habitation of the Sierra Blanca country by the
Indians at this season of the year. I do not think there were ever over
100 Indians altogether throughout the section of the country lying
between the Sierra Blanca on the north, the San Carlos on the west,
and the Gila and San Francisco on the south and east. ]ST&amp;lt;&amp;gt; tracks or
trails of Indians or animals throughout the whole section, except
between the Prieta and Sierra Blanca, where not exceeding 100 at the
most might probably be found. It is entirely too cold for a winter resi

dence, and were it not, hunger would drive them to the Rio Grande or
Sonora.
The officers and enlisted men of my command are entitled to much

credit for their cheerfulness under hardships and eagerness to tind a foe.

The enlisted men vied with each other in creditable efforts to attract

the attention of their officers, although traveling by day and by night,

early and late, in rain and snow storms, and through the rand and mire,
most of the time with cold food, at times with none at all. yet they were
ever ready to obey all orders with cheerfulness and alacrity. Company
H, of my own regiment, under Lieutenant Samburn, although but a few
months in the department, proved themselves to be excellent soldiers,
and may be relied upon in any emergency. The conduct of Orderly-
Sergeant Chambers, of that company, is particularly deserving of com
mendation. Captain Ayers detachment were mostly veterans, and
maintained the reputation already acquired. Captain Lent s company
have been but recently mustered into the service, but behaved them
selves well. On my arrival at this post I found Lieutenant Samburn
already arrived, and his report, forwarded to department headquarters,
speaks for itself. The prisoners taken I Avill forward to Los Tinos at

the earliest practicable moment.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

OSCAR M. BROWN,
Colonel First Cavalry, California Volunteers, Commanding.

Capt. BENJAMIN C. CUTLER,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dcpt. of Xciv Mexico, iSant&amp;lt;c Fe, X. Mex.

OCTOBER 2-8, 1864. Expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and

Bayou Manchac, La.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas Lot/an, One hundred and eighteenth Illi

nois Infantry (mounted}.

HEADQUARTERS USTH ILLINOIS MOUNTED INFANTRY,
Hermitage Plantation, La., October 8, 1864.

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders I have the honor to report that

during the past week I have made two expeditions to Amite River and

Bayou Manchac, two others to New River only. The coast has been

patrolled for ten miles above this place and six miles below daily In
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addition to the ordinary picket duty, I have had stationed at Southwood
plantation twenty five men four nights and three days in the past week,
and notwithstanding my continual efforts to give the plantation pro
tection, the Confederates or.jayhawkers made a raid on the place, cap
turing 2 horses, 2 mules, about 81,000 worth of goods and supplies,

yesterday morning. There are twenty five men there nowr
,
and for the

present I shall endeavor to keep a guard on the plantation. I cap
tured 3 prisoners during the week and sent them to New Orleans as
ordered. I inclose receipt for them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TIIOS. LOGAN,

Lieut. Col.. Comdg. Rajt. and Forces opposite Donaldsonville.

Capt. T. W. HT-RST,
A. A. A. 0., First Brig., Cavalry Div., Baton Rouge, La. ,

OCTOBER 3-6, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La., and
skirmishes.

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Laiclcr. V. S. Army.*

HEADQUARTERS U&quot;. S. FORCES,
Morganza, La., October

(&amp;gt;,

1864.

MAJOR : I have the honor to report for the information of the general
commanding that on the 3d of October, in accordance with the request
of Major-General Dana, commanding District of Vicksburg,! dispatched
Col. J. J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteers, in charge of an

expedition to Bayou Sara, with instructions to demonstrate toward
Woodville and Clinton in favor of a force which was to be started on
the same day by General Dana from Fort Adams to Woodville. Colonel

Guppey s command consisted of three regiments of his own brigade at

this place. 500 cavalry under Colonel Haynes, and two sections of artil

lery. Establishing his headquarters at Saint Francisville, the colonel

pushed out strong parties toward Woodville and Clinton, meeting the

enemy in some force on both roads, but they fell back rapidly before

our advance and could not be brought to fight. On the 4th a farther

advance was made with like result. On the 5th, having complied with

his instructions, the colonel withdrew his command to Bayou Sara, em
barked and returned to this place in good condition, bringing with him

prisoners. Nothing was seen or heard of the force which was to have
been sent from Fort Adams, and I have since been informed by Major -

General Dana that the troops to compose the expedition did not arrive

at Natchez, &quot;being delayed by an engagement with the enemy in the

vicinity of Port Gibson/ lie expected that they would arrive at and

depart from Fort Adams about one day later than that appointed. I

have not judged it expedient under the circumstances to return Colonel

Guppey or any portion of his command to Saint Francisville. Major
Cameron with 150 men of the Second New York Cavalry went down
the river to West Baton Rouge on the 3d instant as an escort to tele

graph repairers. He returned the evening of the 5th with 8 prisoners,
three of them soldiers and five suspicious characters supposed to be
smut :triers.

*
See also Vol. XXXJX, J art I, i. 828,
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Colonel Dye holds Simsport with his command; has crossed the

Atchafalaya with a portion of his force and lias taken np the enemy s

camp on the opposite side and driven them without loss to himself

beyond Yellow Bayou- He does not estimate their force in that vicin

ity altogether at more than 200, and thinks they have hut a small

force between this and Alexandria. Both sides of the river are also in

our possession at Morgan s Ferry. The troops at that point are under
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, Eighty third Ohio Vol

unteers. This detachment and that at Simsport have ten days
rations and will be continued in their occupation of these places for the

present unless I am otherwise ordered by the major general command
ing. They can be brought into camp at any time inside of twenty-four
hours.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. K. LAWLER,

Brigadier- Genera I.

Maj. S. C. FARRINGTON,
Acty. Awt. Adjt. Gen., Nineteenth Corpx, Xeic Orleans. La.

OCTOBER 5-9, 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, Greensburg,

Osyka, and Camp Moore, La.

REPORTS, ETC.*

No. 1. Itinerary of the Department of the Gulf, Maj. (.Jen. .Stephen A. Hurllmt. U.

.S. Army, commanding.
No. 2. Brig. Gcii. Albert L. Lee, U. 8. Army, roinni:imling Cavalry Division.

Xo. 1.

Itinerary of the Department of the Gulf, Maj. Gen. Stephen. A. Hurllmt,
U. S. Army, command inaA ,

October 5. Brigadier-General Lee, with a command of T,000 cav

alry, started from this place, visiting Clinton, Greenburg, Osyka, and

Camp Moore, during which time he captured the following: 1 lieuten

ant-colonel, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 47 enlisted men. At Camp
Moore the garrison was driven out and the flag captured; also 200

horses and mules. The camp was desolated, and 4.000 pounds of bacon,
12 barrels whisky, 100 dozen boots and shoes, a large amount of Con
federate clothing and gray cloth, 2,000 pounds salt, and 2,000 sides of

leather destroyed.
The command returned on the 9th instant. The command lost dur

ing the scout 1 man missing. The Cavalry Division report during the

month the following captures of prisoners: 1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 cap
tains, 4 lieutenants, and 40 enlisted men, besides the capture of men

engaged in contraband trade with the enemy, together with a consid

erable amount of contraband goods, which captures have been promptly
reported to the provost-marshal-general Department of the Gulf.

First Lieut. John O. Massey, Eleventh New York Cavalry, was cap
tured by the enemy October 23 while on scout within the enemy s

lines, he having straggled from the command.

* See also Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 828.

t From monthly return.
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No. 2.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee, U. 8. Army, commanding Cavalry
Division.

BATON ROUGE, LA., October 9, 1864.

(
Received 1.20 p. in.)

GENERAL: I ;im just returned: captured a lieutenant-colonel, cap
tain, 2 lieutenants, and 4. } enlisted men. At Greensburg burned a

tannery and 2,000 sides of Confederate leather; at Osyka destroyed
4,000 pounds of bacon, 12 barrels of whisky, 1.00 dozen boots and shoes,
and large quantity of corn and meal; also captured the telegraph
operator and many important dispatches; destroyed Camp Moore and
large amount of clothing and gray cloth; captured 200 head of horses
and mules. Our stock is in good condition. Endless niggers have
followed us in.

Yours, respectfully,
A. L. LEE,

Brigadier- General.

Brigadier-General DAVIDSON,
Chief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Baton Rouge, La., October 11, 1864.

GENERAL: In obedience to orders I marched out on the Greenville

Springs road at &amp;lt;J p. m. 5th instant, with 1,000 cavalry and three pieces
of artillery. The command was formed as follows: Col. John G. Fonda,
One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted Infantry, commanded
the available force of the Eleventh New York and Fourth Wisconsin
Cavalry; Lieut. Col. B. F. Marsh, jr., Second Illinois Cavalry, his regi
ment; Maj. B. Montgomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, a detachment of
that regiment; Maj. N. F. Craigue, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, a
picked force of 100 men taken from the whole command, and uniformed
to deceive the enemy; Second Lieut. E. L. Hackett, First Wisconsin
Battery, one gun of his battery and two mountain howitzers detached
from Sixth Missouri Cavalry. Marching rapidly, with only the rests

absolutely needed, my main force was at the Cheney place, on the west
side of the A.mite River, five miles beyond Williams Bridge, thirty-six
miles from Baton Rouge, and ten miles from Clinton, La., by daybreak.

Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh, placed in command of his regiment and
Major Craigue s scouts, pushed rapidly forward to Clinton, and entered
that town without opposition at 7 a. m. The Eleventh New York Cav
alry, Maj. S. ij . Remington commanding, followed to a point two miles
from Clinton to support Colonel Marsh. The scouts under Major Craigue
had the advance in entering Clinton. The management there was so
clever that only two or three of the enemy in the town escaped. Lieu
tenant-Colonel Pinkney, Eighth Louisiana Battalion [Artillery], for

merly an officer in thelJ. S. Navy, and nineteen enlisted men of various
commands, were captured. During daylight, Gth instant, the command
rested. At &amp;lt;&amp;gt; p. m. Major Montgomery, with 100 picked men, left camp,
crossed the Amite River at Williams Bridge, and reaching Greensburg,
twenty miles distant, rested two hours, and then pushed on to Osyka,
Miss., a station on the New Orleans and Jackson railroad, twenty miles
farther, reaching there early in the morning. He did not deem it advis
able to go farther, as there appeared to be nothing to gain without

5G R R VOL XLI, PT I
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reaching
1

Summit, twenty miles beyond, and a force of the enemy, esti

mated at 1,200, and constantly increasing
1

, was at that place. He
returned to Greensburg, joining me there at night. He captured 10

prisoners, destroyed 4,000 pounds bacon, 12 barrels whisky, 100 dozen
boots and shoes, and a large quantity of corn and meal. He also cap
tured the telegraph operator and important dispatches. The movement
was a complete surprise. In the morning of the 7th, instructing Lieu
tenant-Colonel Marsh to withdraw from Clinton and follow me with his

command, I marched with the force in camp at Cheney s, which the
Eleventh New York had joined from near Clinton, across Williams

Bridge to Greensburg. Colonel Marsh halted seven miles out.

From Greensburg I sent out various scouting
1

parties. Colonel Fonda
with 100 men dashed into Camp Moore, ten miles distant, from which
the conscripts were fleeing, but captured only 2 men, darkness and
dense woods enabling the forty or fifty there to elude our force. Col
onel Fonda, however, destroyed everything of value about the camp,
captured a rebel garrison Hag, and a large amount of clothing and gray
cloth. A herd of cattle, estimated at 500 head, collected for rebel use,
was found and the cattle dispersed. ( )ne party destroyed an extensive

tannery, 2,000 sides of leather, many hides, and a large supply of other
material. Lieutenant Cummins, acting assistant quartermaster, Second
Brigade, reports the destruction thorough. A captain, 2 lieutenants,
and a few enlisted men were taken in and near the town. The next

day, 8th, detaching Major Craigue s scouts at Williams Bridge, with
instructions to scout below on the other side of the Amite and then
return to camp by another road, I moved toward Baton Rouge, arriv

ing, after an easy march, on the afternoon of the Dth. At Williams
Bridge I found Colonel Bassford, Fourteenth New York Cavalry, who
had left Baton Eouge to re-enforce me with 200 men. The total of

prisoners captured during the expedition was 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1

captain, 2 lieutenants, and 47 enlisted men. Over 200 head of horses
and mules were captured. Our loss was but 1 man missing. Two of
the enemy are known to have been killed and

f&amp;gt;
wounded. Major

Craigue returned to camp Sunday night, 9th. He destroyed 200 sacks
of salt of 10 pounds weight each. A citizen followed his party, firing
into it from the bushes, and killed 1 man and wounded 1 lieutenant and
1 man of his command. The guerrilla could not be taken. The coun
try through which we passed was generally a pine wood with sparse
plantations. About every plantation raises a small cotton and con
siderable corn crop. The roads were not excellent, but may be termed
good and sufficient for military purposes; they have not been repaired
evidently for a long time; even after rains they can be used. The
Comite River has good fords, hard bottom, passable for all transporta
tion, except soon after heavy rains. The Amite Elver has good bridges
and is at places fordable; banks are usually high. The country suffi

ciently abounds in cattle and hogs for the subsistence of any moving
force. In brief, it may be termed a poor country, but 5,000 cavalry
could subsist themselves without grave difficulty in moving through it.

I send herewith the garrison flag of Cam]) Moore captured by the
detachment under Colonel Fonda. My thanks are due Colonel Fonda,
Lieutenant Colonel Marsh, and Majors Montgomery, Craigue, and Rein-

ington for efficiency and gallantry.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. LEE,

Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. J. W. DAVIDSON,
Chief of Cavalry, Military Dins-ion of Wc*t Mississippi.



CHAP. LIII.] SKIRMISH NEAR VALLEY STATION, COLO. TER. 883

.4 D D E N D A .

OFFICE CHIEF OF CAVALRY, MIL. Drv. OF WEST Miss.,
New Orleans, October 13, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. L. LEE,
Commanding Cavalry Division, Baton Rouge:

GENERAL: Your report of the operations at Greensburg, Osyka, and

Camp Moore, has been received, as also the rebel garrison flag cap
tured at the latter place. 1 am directed by General Canby, command
ing tin s military division, to thank you and the brave officers and
soldiers under your command, in his name, for the handsome manner
in which your movement was executed, and the successful results ob
tained. This enterprise, contemporaneous with those from Vicksbnrg
and Bayou Sara, destroyed many supplies destined for the rebel troops
ordered to cross the Mississippi, and seriously injured their movement.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
J. W. DAVIDSON,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Cavalry.

OCTOBER 9. 1864. Scout in Saint Francois County, Mo., with skirmishes.

Report of Brig. Gen. Madison Miller, Enrolled Missouri Militia.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD SUB-DISTRICT,
In Field, October .

&amp;gt;,

18649.50 a. m.

COLONEL: A scout under Major Montgomery returned last evening
to De Soto from a scout in Saint Francois County, broke up a rebel

camp of 300 under the guerrilla chiefs Dick Berryman and Sam
,

and killing 21, capturing 1. Canyon send me a map of my district?

I want one very much.
MADISON MILLER,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Col. J. V. Du Bois,

Chief of Maff.

OCTOBER 10, 1864. Skirmish near Valley Station, Colo. Ter.

Report of Col. John M. Chivington, First Colorado Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO.
Denver, October 10,

Captain Nichols, Third Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, surprised and
killed 10 Indians, Cheyennes; captured 11 ponies and 1 mule this morn
ing near Valley Station. We will clean them out of country between
Platte and Arkansas directly.

J. M. CHIVINGTON,
Colonel, Commanding District.

Maj. Gen. S. K. CURTIS,
Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth.
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OCTOBER 10-12, 1864. Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo.

Report of Capt. James W. JEdicards, Second Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

NEW MADRID, Mo., October ix, 1864.

COLONEL: [ sent a scout of forty men under Captain Vincent and
Lieutenant Davis down in Pemiscot County Monday morning. They
returned this evening, having scouted all over the county. They ran
onto Bulge Powell and six men about four miles below Caruthersville,
killed 2 of them and wounded Bulge, but he made his escape. The
Others were last heard of leading Bulge s horse. He is certainly
wounded, and perhaps killed, as he was seen to reel and was dis

mounted, but as only the advance got a chance at them he escaped.
Bulge shot George R. Ross through the leg below the knee, but it is not
serious. They captured 4 horses and 1 mule belonging to Bulge,
also his company roll-book containing fifty-live names. Lieutenant
Dayis says he had three good shots at him and is sure he hit him.

They could hear of no other force in that part of the country. Another
scout sent up the river under Orderly Sergeant Keesecker have just
returned. They captured 5 barrels of salt at the foot of Wolf Island,
buried in the sand, and was supposed to be there for the purpose of

being smuggled into Kentucky. This time they did not find anybody
that deserved killing, and found the country clear of guerrillas for the
first time.

J. W. EDWARDS,
Capta in . Comm a nd in

(j.

Colonel HILLER.
Commanding 8ub-District

, Cape Girardean.

OCTOBER 11, 1864. Attack on the steamer Resolute, on the White River,
near Clarendon, Ark.

Report of Brly. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, I , ti. Army, commanding
Second Division, Seventh Armi/ Corps.

OCTOBER 12, 180412.30 p. m.

CAPTAIN: The steamer Resolute, towing two barges, was fired into

from east bank of White River, twelve miles above Clarendon, at 8

o clock last night. Four men Avounded; 1 mortally.
c. ( . ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Capt. C. II. DYER, Little Rock.

OCTOBER 13-20, 1864. Operations against Indians near Fort Belknap,
Tex., with skirmish (13th) on Elm Creek, Tex.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Col. James Bourland. Border Regiment Texas Cavalry.

No, 2. Lieut. N. Carson, Border Regiment Texas Cavalry.

NO. i.

Report* of Col. James Bonrland, Border Reyiment Texas Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS BORDER REGIMENT,
Gainesville, Tex., October

~&amp;gt;0,

186L
COLONEL: Inclosed please lind.a letter from Lieutenant Carson,

reporting the late Indian raid on the Brazos, sixteen miles above Fort
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Belknap. I learn from one of the men who was in the fight that the
Indians struck the settlement six miles below their camps and killed

several families. The Indians attacked five men in a house, but left

when they heard the tiring- of the guns of Lieutenant Carson s men,
who were then attacking the main body. lie also states they discov
ered a white man in their front. The Indians left in a northwest direc
tion. The courier states that about 200 or 300 men followed their trail,

though the Indians were one day ahead of the foremost party and I

am fearful they are too far behind to overtake them as the Indians are
well mounted. They will no doubt strike at some other point.

I am, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES BOURLAND,

Colonel, Commanding Border Reyiment.
Col. GEORGE II. SWEET,

Commanding/ Xorth Sub-District, Bonham, Tex.

HEADQUARTERS BORDER REGIMENT,
Gainesville, Tex., October ^0, 18G4.

COLONEL: Since I wrote you there has been no further news from
Fort Belkuap in regard to the Indian invasion on that portion of our
frontier. Lieutenant Brown having gotten his information from a eiti-

i/en in relation to the number ami depredations being committed by
the Indians, I am disposed to believe he has been wrongfully informed,
or I would have gotten other news before this. If anything should
turn up indicative of a heavy raid, I will notify you immediately.

I am, with respect, your most obedient servant,
JAS. BOURLAND,

Colonel, Commanding Reyiment.
Col. (1. II. SWEET,

Commanding Xortli Hub-District, Bonham, Tex.

Report of Lieut. N. Carson. Border Regiment Texas Cavalry.

FORT BELKNAP, October
l(&amp;gt;,

1864.

COLONEL: The Indians came into the settlements on Elm on the
13th. I was camped thirteen miles west of Belkuap. Fields and J.

Jones charged two Indians and cut them off from their horses, and
judging from their maneuvers there were more Indians near. J. Jones
came two miles to camp to get assistance. I took fourteen men and
started in pursuit, leaving six men in camp. When I reached a high
point 1 discovered the two, and ran them some one mile and a half
into Elm Flats, where I discovered a large body of some 300, formed
in a semicircle and most concealed within fifty yards of me.
While I was forming my men in line the Indians were advancing

and firing on me. I ordered my men to fall back some 100 yards to

gain a better position, in slow order, to save the men that were on weak
Horses, fighting them from one position to another until 5 of my brave
men were killed. I received two flesh wounds. \Ve killed some 7 or 8
Indians from the saddles and sign, and seeing a number tall. The
retreat was continued some one-quarter of a mile to McCoy s house,
where two women were taken behind the men, and I gathered my men
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and horses that were at camp and crossed over to Fort Murray, one
mile and a half. The Indians followed in hot pursuit, came up to

McCoy s house, destroyed and carried off everything that was in

it, then advanced on the camp, which was half a mile from the

house. They took all the tents, blankets, and clothing- that were left

in camp, breaking up and destroying all the vessels belonging to the

company, the boys saving but little of their clothing, and the most of

them are now entirely destitute, having nothing left them, except what
is on their backs. The names of the men killed are: J. Jones, Private

Henry Snodgrass, Eobert Neathrey, J. G. Walker, and Erastus Blue.

These men fell fighting bravely, disputing, inch by inch, until shot from
their horses, and yielded only with their lives. Samuel Brison s [horse]
was shot from under him and lost. Henry McGuire s horse was
wounded. J. Wallis

, George Wiinberley s, and my horse were slightly
wounded. J. Buckingham was thrown from his horse, but made his

escape to Fort Murray. Fields was shot through his pantaloons with
arrow across the thigh, grazing the skin. My men were cool, and acted
with unexampled bravery. As far as I have been able to gain infor

mation, there has been 11 citizens killed, 7 women and children carried

off, eleven houses robbed. It is estimated that there were 350 or 400
on the raid. Mr. Pealer, a citizen of Fort Murray, got on the top of his

house with his spy-glass, counted 250 passing over the flats and by our

&amp;lt;;amp,
while another party passed north of the fort ^with a herd of

horses. The Indians captured 2 of my mules. They were some one-

half mile from camp and had no time to get them.
Yours, respectfully,

N. CAKSON,
Second Lieut., Commanding Company D, Border Regiment.

Colonel BOURLAND.

OCTOBER 13-21, 1864. Scout in the Sacramento Mountains, N. Mex.

Report of Capt. Francis McCabe, First New Mexico Cavalry.*

CAMP NEAR TULAROSA, N. MEX.,
October 21, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I left this camp on the

13th instant on a scout in the Sacramento Mountains. My command
consisted of detachments of Company B, Fifth Kegular Infantry; Com
pany A, First New Mexico Cavalry, and Company L, First New Mex
ico Cavalry, seventy-four men in all, twenty-one of the latter being
mounted. Asst. Snrg. L. W. Hayes, Fifth Infantry California Volun

teers, accompanied the command, and First Lieut. Franklin Cook,
Fifth U. S. Infantry, being unwell, remained at this camp. Having
only received ten days rations from Fort Stanton instead of a month s

supply, which 1 required, I was unable to visit the Guadalupe Moun
tains as I had intended, but I determined to enter the Sacramento
Mountains again and examine the country in tike vicinity of the differ

ent cations or passes leading therefrom. Of the cafions by which these

mountains are accessible from the desert I chose the Sefiora de la

Luz, because its ascent is less steep and difficult than the others, and
on account of the tine pasture on the banks of the stream flowing

&quot;See also reference to this scout, p. U10.
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through it and which, bears the same name. Indeed, my horses and

pack animals, being much worn by the hardships of a campaign of sev

enty days, could not endure the fatigue of climbing the almost inacces

sible passes of Canons Perro and Alamo, and if they did, they Avould

be unfit to travel after reaching the top of the mountain. After two

days steady march ing 1 reached the summit, and passing on encamped
* few miles in the interior at a fine stream of water flowing through a
beautiful glen and surrounded on all sides by sloping hills covered
with magnificent trees. I left camp next day, pursuing one of the

paths or trails by which the Apaches traversed these mountains in

past years, and passing through a country similar to that described in

my last report. No Indian sign was discovered, and on the fifth day
snow commenced falling, which continued without intermission until

the morning of the 7th. when it assumed the character of a severe
storm. A very hard frost set in at the same time and the snow com
pletely obliterated the old trails. One of my men had both feet frozen,
but by timely attention and snow friction he escaped the consequences
usually resulting from such a case. The same day I prepared to de
scend the mountain in a direction north of Alamo Canon, and succeeded
with great difficulty in reaching a plateau several hundred feet below
where I encamped, enjoying the pleasing contrast of an open and
sunny sky. Leaving this encampment I marched still downward and
encamped near the opening of Canon Luz on the 20th, and I reached
this camp on the 21st. During the continuance of the scout I daily
detached a party of dismounted cavalry after the march was over, with
instructions to examine the country for several miles around, so that I

am safe in my conclusion that the Apaches have left the Sacramento
Mountains and fled for shelter and concealment to the dark and intri

cate canons of the Guadalupe Range, where they will probably remain
until necessity compels them to attempt another raid. I think their

next irruption will be through one of the passes fronting the Fort
Stanton and Franklin road, and in such an event a full company of

cavalry stationed at this place and watching their movements would
be able to mount promptly and cut them off before they could be able
to re-enter the mountains. In my judgment they can be caught and
punished in this manner more effectually than in any other. During
my marches through the Sacramento Range I counted hundreds of

lodges perched on its pleasant hills and grouped amongst its lovely

valleys, the former occupants having been removed to the reservation
at Bosque Redoudo. Piles of whitened skulls and bones of slaugh
tered horses, sheep, and oxen, still mark the vicinity of these old en

campments, forcibly recalling the predatory habits of this tribe, and
suggestive of the wisdom of the policy which resulted in their removal
from the land forever. On reaching this camp I for the first time
received the orders of the general commanding department recalling
me to my proper post for the present. I leave this place to-day en
route for Fort Sumuer, N. Mex.
During my operations against the Apaches since August the con

duct of the troops under my command has been deserving of the high
est praise, and the hardships they cheerfully and patiently endured
were of no ordinary character.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS MoCABE,

Captain, First Xc/r Mexico Cavalry, Commanding.

Capt. BENJAMIN C. CUTLER.
Asst. Adjt. (Jen., Hdqra. Dept. of X. Mex., tianta Fe, X. Mex.
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OCTOBER 14, 1864. Attack on Danville, Mo.

Report of Mr. 8. A. Thompson.

WARRENTON, Mo., October 27, 1864.

I beg leave to report that on the 14th a band of bushwhackers came
to Danville, Montgomery County, and burned the business part of the
town. They killed 5 citizens and wounded I. The post-office at Dan*
ville was burned and all pertaining thereto. They kill all men they get
hold of who have been in the U. S. Army. I have been in the U. S.

Army, and am now postmaster at Danville, and am trying to re-estab
lish said post-office, but cannot do so without military protection, and
as postmaster I respectfully but earnestly ask that a company of sol

diers be sent there to Danville, so that I can return and attend to my
official duties without being brutally murdered.

Respectfully, &c.,
S. A. THOMPSON,

Postmaster, Danville, Mo.
Maj. Gen. W. S. ROSECRANS,

Commanding Missouri.

References: General C. B. Fisk, Col. T. C. Fletcher, Col. D. P. Dyer.

OCTOBER 14, 1864. Skirmish at the Boca Chica Pass, Tex.

Report of Col. Henry M. Day, Ninety-first Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Brazos Santiago, Tax., October 21, 1864.

MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following report of affairs

in my command :

On the 14th instant the enemy presented themselves at my front
about one mile from the fortifications at Boca Chica Pass, fifty in num
ber. After sending them a few shots with one of my 1^0 pounders they
tied in confusion. Four of their men were dismounted. The extent of

damage done to them 1 am unable to state. With the above exception,
all has been quiet. A Mexican officer who arrived here from Browns
ville the 18th instant informed me that the Confederates as yet have
received no re enforcements or artillery; that their forces were dimin

ishing by small squads deserting and returning to their homes. He
represents them as being very much demoralized. The fortifications

in charge of the engineer department are progressing as rapidly as
could be expected. 1 have complied \fith directions received from your
headquarters, dated September 30, as to rendering the engineer officer

in charge of the works all the assistance in my power. A severe norther,
which has prevailed for several days past, has retarded the progress
of the works to some extent, and also is the reason of the delay of the
steamer Patroon, she not having been able to lie alongside of the
wharf to discharge her cargo. The water a portion of the time was two
feet high at this post and vicinity. The sanitary condition and health
of the troops under my command has improved since my last report. 1

am informed that General Ortega, of the Mexican Republic Army, is in

the vicinity of Camargo with a large command. It is supposed his in

tention is to move on Matamoras.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. M. DAY.
Colonel, Commanding U. 8. Forces.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE, Assistant Adjutant- General.
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OCTOBER 16-17, 1864. Expedition from Devall s Bluff toward Clarendon,
Ark.

Report of C&amp;lt;tpt.
Albert B. Kaufman, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry.

CAMP ELEVENTH CAVALRY, MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS,
Dcrall s Bluff, Ark., October 17, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following
1

report of a scout east

of Clarendon, Ark.:
In pursuance of instructions from headquarters Second Division, Sev

enth Army Corps, 1 left this post with tifty men of the Eleventh Cavalry
Missouri Volunteers, and forty-eight men and two officers of the Twelfth

Michigan Infantry on steamer Celeste at 1 a. m., on the 10th instant, run

ning down to the mouth of Cache River, thence up Cache one mile and a

half, where we landed on the east side of the river and disembarked,
leaving twelve men of the infantry as guard for the boat. A little way
above our landing I found leading from the river the trail of the guerrillas
who fired on the boat on White River, the same trail I mentioned as

having followed to the Cache in my previous scout west of the Cache.
Without unnecessary delay we took up our line of march. Following
the trail brought us to the military road above Clarendon near Squires

7

farm. Proceeding to Mr. Squires 1 pressed him as guide and was by him
informed that the guerrillas who tired on the boat belong to Captain
Swan s company of Independent Rangers; that they hail principally
from about Big Creek and Phillips County, and that eight of his men
had been to his house on the li th, and boasted they had tired on a
boat. From Squires we proceeded on the Helena road about six miles,
thence south to Sutton s about four miles, thence toward Clarendon
about five miles, thence north some three miles to Squires farm, and from
thence back to the boat about two miles. I distributed the orders of

the commanding general holding the citizens responsible for the tiring
on boats in their neighborhood along the route. The information I

could gather through the country, Swan has belonging to his command
about 100 men composed principally of deserters from the rebel and
Federal armies; are well armed and mostly mounted on Government
stock stolen from Helena. At a house where one of his men tied from
on our approach, we found two carbines (one a Sharps, the other a

Union, both in good order), also a .Government horse and saddle.

Swan lives ou Big Creek about four miles from the bay, which is his

favorite haunt. In his late scouts in the neighborhood of Clarendon
he had between tifty and sixty men. An intelligent negro told me he
counted forty eight men that passed their place moving east on the

Helena road. Big Creek is thirty miles from Clarendon. I returned

back to the boat the same day (the Kith) and encamped. The next

morning, the 17th, 1 put the infantry on the boat and ordered the boat
around to the second right hand bend on White River above Clarendon.

With the cavalry L forded the Cache River just above our cam]) and

proceeded across to White River, distance about one mile and a half and
awaited the arrival of the boat. Embarked with the cavalry and re

turned to this post. About twelve miles east of Clarendon picked up
Private Joseph Brunell, Company G, Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry,
who reports himself as captured by Swan s men near the mouth of

White River, also a citizen, .1. 1 1. ^Fleming, deck hand on steamer Ty
coon, who reports himself with Brunell. From Mr. Squires i learn

that there exists a road from Clarendon to Devall s Bluff on the east
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side of White Kiver, fording Cache Eiver at the second right-hand
bend, about five miles from the mouth, and that the Cache is fordable

at several points along betwixt the mouth and the Bluff.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. KAUFFMAN,

Captain, Eleventh Cavalry Missouri Volunteers.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps.

OCTOBER 19, 1864. Skirmish near Montevallo, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Marshall M. Fhle, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort McKean, Kans., October 20, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Scout under command of Captains Ury and Coffman just
returned. The guerrillas are occupying the country in about Moute-
vallo and Horse Creek, under the command of Thrailkill, from the

north, with a force concentrated of about 150. There are nine families

living on the little Clear Creek, each one having from 50 to 250 bushels

of corn, where the rebels live. The guerrillas had a light yesterday
near Moutevallo with the Stochler militia, in which one rebel was killed

and several wounded; some 8 or 10 colts captured, all of which that are

able to be used the militia have.

Kespectfullv, your obedient servant,
M. M. EHLE,

Second Lieutenant, Commanding.
Capt. D. S. VITTUM,

Commanding Post.

OCTOBER 22, 1864. Attack on Union transport, on the White River, near

Saint Charles, Ark.

Report of Col. Orlando C. Risdon, Fifty-third U. S. Colored Troops.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Mouth of White River, Ark., October .-&amp;gt;/, 18(&amp;gt;4;

MAJOR: Through headquarters Colored Brigade General Dennis

received a dispatch to-day as follows:

SAINT CHARLES, ARK., October 23, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that 1 arrived at this place with my com-

uiaml at 7 p. in. October 22. I was lired upou by the enemy from tho south bank
of the river. My loss is 17 wounded and \\ killed, including 1 oftieer mortally.
The severely wounded I forward to you by steamer Marmora. Please send them
forward to Viekaburg or see that they are properly cared lor.

lam, respectfulh , your obedient servant,
O. C. RISDON,

Cofbnrl Fifty-third U. S. Colored Infantry.

Col. HIRAM SCOFIRLD,
Com mattdiny Colored ilriyade.
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This is the regiment that left this post for Suint Charles on the morn
ing- of October 22. General Dennis directs me to say the wounded
officer and men will be sent to Vicksburg on to-morrow morning ou
steamer Havana.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEW. DORLAN,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- Genera I.

Ma.j. S. C. FARRINGTON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps.

OCTOBER 22-24, 1864. Expedition from Brashear City to Belle River, La.

REPORTS.
Xo. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding District of La

Fourche.

No. 2. Capt. Luther T. Park, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. 8. Army, commanding
District of La Fourcke.

DISTRICT OF LA FOURCHE,
Thibodeaux, La., October 27, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Inclosed yon will find three reports, being &quot;one from the

commanding officer of each detached expedition sent out in pursuit of
Whittaker s gang of guerrillas, who made the late raid on Bayou La
Fourche. Captain Wyinan s report is very meager in regard to the

enemy, but my scout, Decker, whom I sent with that branch of the

expedition, tells me that the party consisted of 120 men under the com
mand of Captain King, the senior officer, and Captain Whittaker, the

guerrilla; that they ctyne from the camp of the Fourth Louisiana Cav
alry on the Teche in twelve boats up to Grand River, down Grand
River to Bay Natchez, where they landed, and from that place made
their raid. They mounted themselves on stolen horses and mules, and
returning, crossed their animals at Bay Natchez. They then divided,
a party going up Grand River with the animals toward the park; the

remaining part went up Grand River, down Little Bayou Pigeon, and
up the Cross Bayou into Murphy s Lake, thus avoiding one gun-boat
coming up. Had the gun-boat not gotten aground at the bar we should

probably have cut off and captured some sixty of them. Mr. Brown,
whom I ordered arrested, believing him, from various stories I have
heard, to have assisted these raiders, complains that Captain Wyman
robbed him ot his watch and over r&amp;gt;0 in gold and silver. I shall con

sequently detain him here for the present, until I can investigate the

charge. I am satisfied that the best, if not the only certain way of

preventing these raids will be to have a battalion of cavalry stationed

at Plaqiiemine. and a telegraph line run from that place to Donaldson
ville. 1 do not see then how they could escape us.

The next hard work 1 shall do will be to iind out where they hide
these boats and destroy them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier-General of Volunteer*. Commanding District.

Capt. FREDERIC SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Defense* of ~Xew Orleans.
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Report of Capt. Luther T. Park, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

CAMP ELEVENTH WISCONSIN INFANTRY,
Brashear City, La.; October 25, 186 i.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders received,
I embarked on board of the gun-boat Nyanza, commanded by Acting
Vol. Lieut. C. A. Boutelle, on the 22d of October, at G p. in., with thirty-
live men of the Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry and fifteen men of the

Ninety-third IT. S. Infantry (colored), with three days rations and

eighty rounds of ammunition. At 0.30 p. m. we dropped out into the

bay and cast anchor. Laid there until 5 a. ui. of the 23d. We then

started up Berwick Bay, from thence into Flat Lake, from Flat Lake
into Bayou Long, from Bayou Long into Belle Eiver, arriving at the

head of Belle River at 10.20 a. m. of 23d instant. I laid there from
that time until 10 a. m. of the 24th. I then moved up Bayou Go to

Hell about three miles, discovering nothing. 1 turned around and
came back to the head of Belle River. I stopped all communication
with the country about me, picking up all citizens and negroes that

came in sight of the boat, trying to gain some knowledge of the enemy.
While lying at this point I heard that there had been a party in the

vicinity of Pier Pau Ferry, and were about three miles east of said

ferry; that they camped there on the night of the 21st instant, and
that on the morning of the 23d they were near the mouth of Grand
River; .that they had made a raid on some plantations near La Fotirche,

carrying off 20 horses and 30 mules, and that they started down
Pigeon Bayou in flat-boats. This party was under the command of

Whitmore. While lying off the head of Belle River I came upon a

squad of five men and one woman with a launch of about 3,500 pounds
burden. They immediately ran their boat ashore and ran into the

woods. I sent a squad of men in pursuit. Two of the men were cap
tured. - Their names were Dearborn and Le Ge^ef. Dearborn has the

reputation of having been engaged in the contraband trade; that he

[has] been engaged in the trade for the last year; that he passed down
Go to Hell Bayou on the 12th, or thereabouts, with the same boat that

he now had with him; that he had two sacks of coffee, two barrels, and
one large merchandise chest in the boat, and that he took the goods to

Force Point on Teche Bayou. At 12 m. on the 24th instant I started

for Brashear City, where I arrived at p. m. of the same day. While
on this expedition I destroyed 1 launch and 20 boats of different sizes.

The prisoners I have turned over to Capt. H. J. Lewis, provost-mar
shal at this place.

LUTHER T. PARK-,
Captain, Eleventh Rcf/iment Wisconsin Mounted Infantry.

Capt. FREDERIC ISPEED.

(Copy to Col. C. L. Harris, commanding Post Brashear.)

OCTOBER 25, 1864. Attack on Clinton, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Samuel H. Melcher, Hixth Missouri titate* Militia

Cavalry.

SEDALIA, Mo., October ^7, ISG-i 12.20 p. m.

CAPTAIN: I returned from a scout yesterday in Benton, Henry, and
Johnson Counties. There were many parties of rebels on Muddy,
Clear Fork, Fiefbaux, and Honey Creeks. Chased several parties and
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exchanged shots, but could get no light. There are several hundred
southwest of Clinton. I think most in the region 1 scouted have gone
there, as the last seen of them they were moving very fast that way.
Tuesday -50 attacked Clinton. Seventy militia citizens and negroes
defended the place successfully, taking 1 prisoner and severely wound
ing five others. Xone of the Union men hurt. I got together about
100 militia, who were in the brush. They now hold Clinton and Cal-

houn. They are entirely without orders and wish to be at work. If

Price is going that way they could be concentrated at Fort Scott.

I con Id raise about 1,000 pretty well armed to be there by Sunday, if

that would be of any use. There are 2,500 militia now at Fort Scott.

We have heard nothing directly from the army for three days and do
not know what to do here.

Mrs. Phelps is Justin from Springfield, and says there are about 1,000

effective cavalry there anxious to join their commands. T\vo thousand
mounted men can be sent from Springfield to Fort Scott in forty-eight
hours after the order iS received.

S. II. MELCHEK,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Capt. FRANK ENO. Assistant Adjutant- General.

OCTOBER 26-27. 1864. Scout from Vidalia to the York Plantation, La.

Report of Maj. George J&amp;gt;. Reynolds, tiixth U. &amp;gt;S . Colored Heavy Artillery.

HDQRS. THIRD BATT.. Six/ru U. S. COLORED HEAVY ARTY.,
Vidalia, La., October 27, 1SU-1. .

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Specjal
Orders, No. 14, October 20. I took 100 men of my command, and, leav

ing this post at 9 p. m., marched to Choteau Plantation, five miles out,

arriving there at 11.30 o clock. 1 camped all night. At daylight this -

morning 1 sent the cavalry which accompanied me, six men, three miles

farther on, to the York plantation, to collect information as to the pro

ceedings of the rebels who were on that place on the 20th instant. The
rebels, 100 strong, under Captain Lee, came on the York place at 12

o clock, took all the stock, killed 1 refugee, wounded 3 negroes. They
then went to the Sycamore place, where they wounded 1 negro, took

several yoke of cattle, and a good deal of negro clothing, and destroyed
a large quantity of food. They then left, taking all the stock, two

wagons, and other plunder, going on the Trinity road to Cross Bayou.
Having obeyed the instructions given me, I returned to this place at

9.30 a. m. this dav.
GEO. J). REYNOLDS,

Major tiixth I . S . Colored Heart/ Arty.. Comdg. Third Butt.

Lieut. S. M. GUEST. Post Adjutant, Vidalia.

OCTOBER 29, 1864. Skirmish near Warrenton, Mo.

Report of tiriy. Gen. Thomas Eicinti, jr., U. *S
f

. Army, commanding Dis
trict of /St. Louis.

SAINT Louis, October ^.i. 1SU4.

At dark guerrillas, reported 900 strong, threw off the track a

freight train going north, five miles beyond Warrenton, and at last

accounts were fighting with escort; the escort was but thirty men.
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The train, I am quite certain. Lad no Government stores aboard. The
messenger who brought the news to Warrenton says the passenger
train from the north was then due, and the guerrillas allowed one of the
train men to go a short distance up to flag that train to keep it from

being destroyed, and expecting to rob it. I am confident Colonel

Holmes, with 400 or 500 of his command, were on that train coming
here. If so, the guerrillas will be roughly handled. Major Montgom
ery, with 200 of Sixth Missouri, was sent by me to Cap-au-gris, in

Lincoln County, four days ago, and is to-night at Wentzville, where
he has just telegraphed me he leaves at once for Warrenton. I am
also sendi-ng up some colored troops I have had at Perruque bridge.

Telegraph line down beyond Warrenton.
THOMAS KWING, JR..

Brigadier- General.

Col. J. V. Du Bois.

OCTOBER 29-NOVEMBER 8. 1864. Expedition to ftuincy, Mo., with skir

mishes (November 1 and 2) near Quincy.

Report of dipt. Jacob Cassairt, Eiijhlh Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

LEBANON, Mo., November 15, 186-1.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report:
In compliance with orders received from district headquarters, myself

and Lieutenant Paxton, with thirty men of Company J, Eighth Missouri

StateMilitia Cavalry, started on a scout to Quincy, Hickory County, Mo.,
ana vicinity, on the 29th ultimo. We reached there on the 30th. On
the morning of the 31st, being informed of a force of rebels at Warsaw,
I immediately moved in that direction as far as Pomme de Terre bridge.
I there ascertained that they had passed through, shaping their course

southward. I then returned and camped near Quincy. On the morn

ing of the 1st instant 1 was informed by a party of my men who had
been out reconnoitering that the rebels were in the prairie some two
miles distant from us. I immediately started after them with thirty-
five men, being joined by five Union citizens of the neighborhood. I

came upon their trail in the open woods. After a double-quick march
of about ten miles 1 came up with them formed in line of battle ready
to receive us. We judged from appearance that they were about 100

strong. They occupied open ground near the prairie. I then ordered

a charge, which was executed in good order: not a man swerved from
his duty. A few shots from us broke their line of battle and they fled

in great confusion. We pursued them about four miles, killing (&amp;gt; and

wounding 3 others, who made their escape after we had passed them.

Among the killed was one Captain Vansickle, of Texas. We also cap
tured a negro boy and released Judges Owen and Jackman, a Mr.

Brown, and two other tTnion men of Benton County, who were all pris
oners in their hands. None of my men were hurt. I returned the

same evening to the prairie and took up camp for the night.
On the morning of the lid instant I again received information that

the rebels, about 300 strong, were passing along the skirts of the

woods. I immediately started in pursuit of them with a force of forty
five men, having been joined by five of my own men and ten Union
citizens of the neighborhood, determined, if possible, to overtake them.
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I soon struck their trail and received reliable information that they were
600 strong. We came in sight of them about 2 p. m., where the road
makes a very short turn. We cut across, striking their line of march
near the rear, cutting off about 100 men from the rear of their column.
Our men raised the yell and fell in upon them. Lieutenant 1 axton, in

the advance, who, after emptying his revolvers, struck down two of them
with his saber. We pushed them so rapidly that they had no time for

rallying their broken column. Their colonel in attempting to rally
them was killed. He proved to be Colonel Groomes, of Shelby s com
mand. The enemy in their flight abandoned quite a number of led
horses, which the citizens gathered up after the tight. All of the killed,

amounting to twenty-five in number, fell into our hands, most of the
wounded making their escape by crawling into the brush. Several of
our men had their clothes pierced with balls, but none of them were
wounded. Night closed farther pursuit. Our horses being very much
fatigued, AVO returned to the prairie again and encamped for the night.
Cold ami hungry we did the best we could for the night.
On the next morning we received information of another large body

of rebels coming in the same direction, evidently on the trail of the
others. On examination I found that we were nearly out of ammuni
tion. Holivar being the nearest post, \ve set out about noon for that

place. We reached there about 9 p. m. of the same day. On the morn
ing following I dispatched to Springtield stating my condition. I

remained at Bolivar until the morning of the 5th. Having received no
re-enforcements I determined to return to Quincy. On reaching that

vicinity it became evident that the last-mentioned force of rebels had
probably changed their course. The force that we had fought on the
lid instant were scattered all over the country, evidently not knowing
which way to run. Nine of them surrendered to Colonel Halbert, a

leading man of Hickory -County; one even stooped so low us to sur
render to a free negro.
On the morning of the 6th I received orders to proceed to Lebanon

as soon as possible, on account of which 1 was unable to learn the
amount of horses, arms, &c., which had been gathered up by the citi

zens through the country. I arrived at this post on the 8th instant.
JACOB CASSA1RT,

- Captain Company I, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

Maj. JOHN COSGROVE.
Commanding Post, Lebanon, Mo.

NOVEMBER 1, 1864. Skirmish on the Big Piney, near Waynesville, Mo.

Report of Lieut. 1). W. Cantrell, Thirty-fourth Unrolled Missouri Militia.

NOVEMBER 1, 1864.

SIR: In compliance with orders I performed the duty. Near the
mouth of Big Piney, at old man Black s. I found four bushwhackers
and attacked them and wounded 2 and took one prisoner. Started and
the prisoner tried to escape, and the guard halted twice and then tired

and killed him. 1 took 2 horses.
1). W. CANTRELL,

Second Lieut. Company G, 31th Enrolled Missouri Militia,
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NOVEMBER 1
7
1864. Skirmish near Lebanon, Mo.

Report of Capt. D. A. W. Morehousc, Provisional Company Enrolled
Missouri Militia.

LEBANON. [November] 2, 1861.

GENERAL: On the evening 1st post train to Dallas County for

forage, train was attacked by a band of rebels, part of a force &amp;lt;&amp;gt;00

strong. Major Cosgrove left with 100 men at 3 o clock this morning in

the direction of Springfield. Heard from him by passenger stage.
Rebels passed between where the two stages stopped last night. Major-
is in pursuit; rebel force &amp;lt;&amp;gt;00 strong. Captain Turner, Company G,
Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, has arrived here from
Clinton. Reports camped last night at Lewisburg. Rebels camped
night before 000 strong.

1). A. W. MOREHOUSE,
&quot;

Capt. Provisional (7o., Enrolled Missouri Militia, Comdy. Pout.

General SANBORN.

NOVEMBER 1, 1864. Affair at Greenton, Mo.

Report of Capt. William N. Norville, commanding Post.

POST LEXINGTON, Mo.,
November 3, 186-1.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that Maj. Samuel Henry, Asst.

Surg. John P. Porter, and Lieut. Ilarles Ashley, regimental quarter
master, all of the Eighty-ninth Indiana Regiment Infantry, were taken

prisoners on the 1st at Greenton, La Fayette County, Mo., by three

guerrillas, rapidly taken to the bushes, where their bodies were found

yesterday. They were all shot through the head. Their bodies were

brought to this post by a citizen who relates as follows: While the

Eighty-ninth Regiment was marching through Greenton these three
officers rode up to a house and called for dinner. The lady told them
that she had nothing cooked, but that if they could wait she would soon
have something cooked. They consented to wait; their command
marched on. They had gotten their dinner, left the house for their horses
hitched at the gate, where, upon going into the house, they had also

left their arms. Before they had reached their horses, three men in Fed
eral uniform came dashing up and ordered them to surrender. The offi

cers at first regarded it as a joke, but upon cocked revolvers being
presented they surrendered almost within sight of the regiment and
were taken to the woods. I have buried them to-day. When brought
here they had neither overcoats nor vests on ; Major Henry s saber hung
in a tree near his body.

I am, sir, respectfully,
W. X. XOKVILLE,

Captain. Commanding Post.
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NOVEMBER 1-30, 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas.

OF THE FRUSTCII A.Ij EVENTS.
Nov. 2- 3, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Benton. Ark.

17-18, 1864. Expedition from Little Rock to Pagan s Ford, Saline River.

26-Dec. 2. 1864. Expedition from Lewisburg to Strahan s Landing, Ark.
28-Dec. 8. 1864. Expedition from Brownsville to Fairview, Ark.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Brig. Gen. .Joseph

R. West, I . S. Army, commanding.
No. 2. Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade.
No. 3. Maj. George S. Avery, Third Missouri Cavalry.
No. 4. Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Col.

Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding.
No. 5. Maj. Joseph S. McCartney, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 6. Maj. George L. Childress, Eighth Missouri Cavalry.

No. 1.

Gen.Itinerary of the Cavalri/ Division, Seventh Army Corps, Brig.
Joseph R. Went, U. S. Army, commanding

*

November S. Detachments of the Second, Third, and Fourth Bri

gades, comprising an aggregate of 3,000 men, were marched under the
division commander to Norristown, a point on the Arkansas Eiver
about midway between Little Bock and Fort Smith, with the object of

covering a supply train then en route to the latter point, and for the
further purpose of intercepting the retreat of the rebel army under
General Price from Missouri. The safety of the train was secured, and
advices being received from General West on November 10 that Price
had crossed the Arkansas above Fort Smith, the command returned by
detachments to the several brigade camps.
November 21. The First Brigade, stationed at Pine Bluff, Ark., Col

onel Erskine commanding, with 200 men marched down the south side
of the Arkansas Eiver to meet and protect a fleet on the way up.
November 23. Met the advance boat at Arkansas Post, and returned,

having seen no force of the enemy. Captured 2 rebel officers and 8

men, who were home on furlough from Forrest s command. No other

expeditions of importance have been made during the month.

No. 2.

Report of Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding
Second Brigade.

HDQRS. SECOND BRIG., CAV. Div.. SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., November 5, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that pursuant to orders I proceeded
with 369 men and officers of this brigade and a detachment of the
Third Wisconsin Cavalry of 110 men and officers, at 6 p. m. on the 2d

instant, on the Jenkins Ferry road, and reached Doctor Morton s place
(about thirty-five miles) at about 7 a. in. next morning. No enemy
at that place, and had not been in that vicinity since a week before.

* From monthly return.
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A rebel commander, Colonel Logan, had been in that vicinity and

stripped the country of forage, and then returned to Princeton. I pro
ceeded by shortest route to Benton (fifteen miles), and found sufficient

corn for one feed. Two prisoners were captured near this place. Their
information is that there is a large force near Princeton and also a con
siderable command near Rockport. Returning, the command reached
Little Kock at about 10 p. in. of the 3d instant. Total distance

marched about seventy-four miles. Captured 2 prisoners and 3 horses
and equipments.

I am. very respectfully, &c.,
JNO. F. RITTER,

Colonel First Missouri Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade.

First Lieut. W. A. MARTIN,
Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cav. J)iv., Seventh Army Corps.

[First indorsement.]

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, Ark., November ,-J, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to district headquarters for the information

of the general commanding.
J. R. WEST,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LITTLE HOCK,
November 7, 18ti4.

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters of the department.
This scout was sent out in consequence of information received from

the provost-marshal-geueral s scouts, which was to the effect that Logan
with 700 or 800 men was at Doctor Morton s gathering corn. It turns
out that the news was nearly a week old when reported to the com
manding general, and I respectfully suggest that the scout who fur

nished it be severely punished for bringing false information, in order
to prevent others from being the means of sending our cavalry on

expeditions in future.

Respectfully submitted.
E. A. CARR,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Third indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS,
Little Rock, Ark., November 7, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, provost-mar
shal-general, for report with reference to indorsement of Brigadier-
General Carr.

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele:
W. D. GREEN,

Assi8tant Adjutant-Genera I.

[Fourth indorsement.]

OFFICE OF PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
Little Rock, Ark., November 7, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Capt. L. B. Nash, assistant provost-marshal-
general, for a full report in case.

J. L. CHANDLER,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General.
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[Fifth indorsement.]

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
Little Rock, Ark., November 8, 1864.

The information received at this office relative to a rebel force being
at or in the vicinity of Doctor Morton s gathering corn, was given by
the captains of two independent companies of scouts, and from a number
of men belonging to those companies, and not from any regularly em
ployed scout of tliis office. Knowing that for some weeks last past
Logan s force had been marauding in and taking corn from that sec

tion, together with the information from the sources alluded to, I

could not do less than report the same. There is no scout employed
at this office to be punished, but about ten men belonging to independ
ent companies (some of them Uviug in the vicinity of Doctor Morton s)

that are responsible and to blame for the report.

Very respectfully,
L. B. NASH,

Capt. and Asst. Prov. Mar. Gen., in charge of Secret Service.

[Sixth iiidoraemeut.J

OFFICE OF PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL,
Little Rock, Ark., November 8, 1864.

Respectfully returned and attention called to the indorsement of

Captain Nash.
J. L. CHANDLER,

Lieutenant-Colonel a:id Provost-Marshal-General.

No. 3.

Report of Maj. George 8. Avery, Third Missouri Cavalry.

CAMP THIRD CAVALRY MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS,
Near Little Rock, Ark., November 18, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to Spe
cial Orders, No. , headquarters District of Little Rock, Ark., Novem
ber 4, 1864 (a copy of which I was permitted to read, but not retain),
and instructions both written and verbal, I assumed command of a
cavalry scout composed of the following named detachments, viz, Third
U. S. Cavalry, 3 officers, 84 men; First Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, 3

officers, 200 men; First Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, 3 officers, 110 men;
Third Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, 4 officers, 96 men; total, 1$ officers,
490 men, and on the morning of November 17, 1864, proceeded en
route for Fagan s Ford on the Saline River, two miles west of Beuton,
distance twenty-seven miles. On arriving at the ford I discovered that
we could cross, but did not deem it prudent, as the river was rapidly
rising and the probability was that it would be very high as it was still

raining. We camped on the north bank of the river and sent to Ben-
ton for forage, where we found plenty for the command. No receipts
were given for forage from the fact that we could find no person fchat

had any. We discovered no enemy during the day, except two men
who were apparently on picket one-half mile west of Bentou, and about
ten men who were on the south bank of the Saline River and tired on
the advance on. its arrival, doing no injury. We learned from a family
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who were moving and had just crossed the river, that there were about
100 of the enemy not more than a mile from the ford, but were in read
iness to move

; supposed to be Crawford s command. Morning, Novem
ber 18, 1864, found the river very much swollen

j
water at least ten feet

deep in the channel, still rising and running very rapidly. Deeming it

imprudent to attempt a crossing under such circumstances we immedi
ately countermarched. On arriving at the Twelve-Mile House, we
found the stream at least six feet deep in the channel (swimming), cur
rent not swift. We readily effected a crossing without loss or injury,

except that one man of the First Iowa Cavalry lost his carbine in con

sequence of his horse falling in the stream. Arrived at Little Rock at
4 p. m. We conversed with all the citizens that we could find, and they
all report that there are at Princeton two regiments of infantry (about
700 men) and Logan s cavalry. At Arkadelphia there are two brigades
of infantry ;

could not learn their strength. Also report a few State

troops at Rockport. It is rumored among them that 8,000 cavalry from

Magruder s command have recently been sent to re-enforce Price, whom
they report to be south of the Arkansas River, with his command totally
cut to pieces.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^GEO. S. AVERY,

Major Third Missouri Cavalry, Commanding Expedition.
Lieutenant HAMILTON,

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., Cavalry Division.

No. 4.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Cavalry, Division, Seventh Army
Corps, CoL Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com

manding.*

November 4. The effective force of the brigade present (1,404), under
command of Colonel Geiger, in accordance with instructions from dis

trict headquarters, left camp at this place [Bnnvnsville, Ark.] and
marched via Springfield to Lewisburg, Ark., and from thence to Dar-

danelle, on the Arkansas River; distance, 1.30 miles. After scouting
the country for twenty miles, capturing several straggling Confeder

ate-soldiers, returned via Lewisburg and Little Rock to Brownsville,
Ark., having marched near 300 miles since leaving camp.

No. 5.

Report of Maj. Joseph /S . McCartney, Tenth Illinois Cavalry.

HDQRS. TENTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
Broicnsville, Ark., December 9, 1864.

COLONEL : I have the honor to make the following report of the scout

under my command:
In obedience to written instructions from Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr, com

manding District of Little Rock, and dated November *M&amp;gt; 1864, I took

From monthly return.
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twelve commissioned officers and 500 enlisted men of my command and
started on the morning of the 28th instant on a scout through the coun
try northwest of Searcy, between Little Red and White Eivers. I

arrived at Cook s Mills, on the Bayou Des Arc, on the old Batesville

road, at noon on the 29th. From that place I sent a scout to Searcy
and West Point; on the 30th 1 crossed [Little] Red River at Hilcher s

Ferry and moved with the command up [Little] Red River to the mouth
of Big Creek. Learning that the country was full of returned soldiers

(Confederate) I sent out four scouts that night to scout the country in

all directions. On the morning of the 31st 1 moved the command to
Richards Mills and awaited the return of the scouts sent out the night
previous. They all returned that evening, bringing in a few prisoners,
but all claiming to be deserters. All of the scouts report forage very
scarce, and no beef-cattle at all. I then moved up to Greeubrier

Township, Independence County, and sent scouts up the country oppo
site Batesville, none of them hearing of any organized party of rebels.

I found forage too scarce to remain in that vicinity, and moved out to

Fairview, where I received dispatches from General E. A. Carr telling
me to return if I could not subsist my command. I found I could not
do so and returned. I brought in 14 Confederate soldiers, prisoners,

including 2 lieutenants and 3 surgeons. I receipted for and brought
in 34 head of beef-cattle, 17 mules, and 45 horses. 1 would further

report that the citizens sent out as guides are, as a general thing, not
to be depended on.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
j. s. MCCARTNEY,

Major Tenth Illinois Carairy, Commanding JScoitt.

Col. W. F. GEIGER,
Commanding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

*
No. 6.

Report of Maj. George L. Childress, Eighth Missouri Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FOKCES,
Strahanu Landing, Ark., December 3, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report that, in compliance to orders, I

moved on the 21st of November, 1804, with 500 men of Third Brigade
from Brownsville ta Lewisburg, to report for temporary duty to Colonel

Ryan, commanding post, Lewisburg, Ark. I arrived at Lewisburg
and reported on the 24th. Was ordered on the 26th to scour country
about Dover and on Big Piney, which I did in two days effectually,

finding no enemy of consequence, nothing but a few guerrillas. On
28th November, while on march back to Lewisburg, received order
from Colonel Ryan to march to and guard the stores on board wrecked
steamer Doane. Arrived at the wreck at this point on the 28th, found
two steam-boats, Chippewa and Mine, also here in good condition;
water so low they could not proceed. Three boats have infantry guard
of 108 men, which, with my original force, makes a force of 080 men.
Our fleet has just beeu increased by steamer Alamo. She was attacked
at Dardanelle by some 250 men, said to be Colonel Newton s, Cooper s

brigade; no harm done. I escorted her up by crossing at this point
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100 cavalry and 75 infantry to the opposite bank. The enemy did not

show himself to escort. Scouts report enemy to have gone toward
Danville. Relative to stage of water, the river men state that the

prospect for a rise is bad. We have plenty of forage and rations, but

no clothing or protection from weather. I would very urgently, with

all due respect, ask to have the cavalry relieved.
*

GEO. L. CHILDRESS,
Major Eighth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Comely.

Lieutenant MARTIN,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cav. Div., Seventh Army Corps.

[First indorsement. I

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Little Rock, December 8, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to district headquarters.
If this command is not likely to be recalled soon, permission is

respectfully asked to have provision made for their increased comfort.

J. K. WEST,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Second indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LITTLE KOCK,
December 7

[/&amp;gt;],

1864.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters for instructions.

E. A. CARR,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Third indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT or ARKANSAS,
Little Rock, Art., December 9, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Carr.

These men should remain where they are to guard the boats. Such
articles as may be necessary should he sent to make their stay com
fortable.

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele:

JOHN F. LACEY,
Assistan t Adjuta nt- General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OP LITTLE ROCK,
Little Rock, Ark., December JO, 1864.

Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. J. R. West, commanding Cavalry
Division, for his information.

General West is authorized to take such action as he may deem

proper in regard to sending articles of comfort to Major Childress com
mand.
By order of Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr:

S. E. GRAVES,
Captain. Twelfth Michigan Infantry, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.
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NOVEMBER 1-30, 1864. Transfer of the First and Third Divisions, Six

teenth Army Corps, from Missouri to Tennessee.

Itinerary of the First Division, Brig. Gen. John MeArthur, U. 8. Army,
commanding.*

November 3. Brig
1

. Gen. J. McArtlmr assumed command of the First

Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, in compliance with Special Orders,
No. 219, Department and Army of the Tennessee, dated September 27,
1864. The division had been in pursuit of General Price, who had
been driven from an invasion of Missouri. The troops had just arrived
at Sedalia, Mo., on the date above given when the general assumed
command.
November 4. The march was resumed toward Saint Louis, Mo. The

division arrived at Jefferson City, Mo., on the 6th, Avhere we halted one

day for the purpose of transferring the sick and disabled to the boats,
to be transported to Saint Louis; also for the purpose of drawing sup
plies. During the march from Sedalia to Jefferson City the weather
was very stormy and cold.

&quot;

November 8. At 12 m. the head of the column crossed the Osage
River, the men wading it. As soon as the troops had crossed a halt

was made, in order that those regiments might cast their votes whose
States gave them the privilege of voting in the field. The division was
delayed one day at Westphalia, in consequence of high water.
November 1.5. We arrived at Saint Louis, meeting no other obstacles

except the crossing of the Gasconade, across which we constructed a

temporary bridge by means of small flat-boats and planks. At Saint
Louis we were ordered into quarters at Benton Barracks, for the pur
pose of refitting for winter campaigning.
November 23. We embarked on transports on the Mississippi Eiver,

and were ordered by Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith to Cairo, to coal and await
orders.

November 25. Arrived at Cairo in the evening. The steamer W. L.

Ewing, carrying the headquarters of the brigade, was sunk on the

way. No loss was sustained further than the wagons and harness
stowed in the hold below. The R. Graham and Julia came to the
assistance of the Ewing and relieved her of her crew and load. On
the arrival of Major-General Smith we were ordered to the mouth of

the Cumberland. On arriving at the Cumberland our fleet started in

order up the river.

November 30. We landed at Nashville and went into camp two miles

west of the city, with information that General Hood was advancing
on the city, driving a part of our forces before him.

Itinerary of the First Brigade, First Division, Col. William L. McMil-

len, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding*

November 1. Returning from an expedition against General Price,
the command left Warrensburg, Mo., en route to Jefferson City.

November, 6. Reached Jefferson City.
November 8. Started on the march toward Saint Louis.

November 15. Arrived at Saint Louis, and was stationed at Benton
Barracks until the 23d, when it embarked on transports for Nashville.

November 30. Reached Nashville.

&quot; From monthly return.
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Itinerary of the Third Brigade, First Division, Col. Sylvester 0. Hill,
Thirty-fifth Iowa, Infantry, commanding*

November ;/. Marched at 7.30 a. m. from Chapel Hill, Mo., to Davis
Creek, twenty ihiles.

November 2. Marched twenty-three miles to Eoletta.
November 3. Marched twenty-two miles to Sedalia.
November 4. Marched twenty miles.
November 5. Marched sixteen miles.
November 6. Marched seventeen miles.
November 7. Marched twelve miles to Jefferson City.
November 8. Marched twenty-five miles to Westphalia; forded the

Osage River.
November 9. Detained by a snow-storm.
November 10. Marched sixteen miles to Lima.
November 11. Marched fifteen miles; crossed the Gasconade River

on a temporary bridge.
November 12. Marched twenty-four miles and encamped on Spring

field road.

November 13. Marched twenty-eight miles via Union.
November 14. Marched twenty-five miles to Manchester.
November 15. Marched twenty-two miles to Saint Louis and moved

into Benton Barracks.
November 23. Embarked on boat.

November 30. Landed and disembarked at Nashville, Teiin.; moved
into camp two miles west of the city, where we are awaiting the arrival
of Hood s rebel army, now moving toward this place.

Itinerary of the Third Division, Col. David Moore, Twenty-first Mis-

. souri Infantry, commanding
*

Division moved from Pleasant Hill, scouring the country around, en
route for Saint Louis.
November 7. Reached Fayette; remained incarnp two days and took

up line of march, passing through Columbia and Saint Charles.
November 18. Reached Saint Louis. Here we remained in camp

until the 24th, preparing for a field campaign; embarked on transports.
November 27. Reached Cairo.

November 30. Arrived at the city of Nashville late in the evening.

Itinerary of the First Brigade, Third Division, Col. Thomas J. EAU-

ney, One hundred and nineteenth Illinois Infantry, commanding*

The brigade marched from Pleasant Hill. Mo., on October 31, by way
of Lexington, Waverly, Glasgow, Fayette, Columbia, Danville, War-
renton, and Saint Charles, to Saint Louis, Mo.
November 18. Arrived at Saint Louis, remaining until the 25th, when

the brigade embarked on transports and moved via Cairo, 111., to Nash
ville, Tenn., arriving about 1 a. m. on December 1, where the brigade
now is.

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Third, Division, Col. James I. Gil

bert, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, commanding*

November 1. Moved from Snibar, Mo., at G a. m., sending out a

scouting party upon either rlank in advance. During the day three

* From monthly return.
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small squads of guerrillas were discovered and a few shots exchanged.
They were pursued and 1 horse and 2 mules captured. Encamped on
Snibar, four miles from Wellington ;

seventeen miles.
November 2. Marched at G a. in.; passed through Lexington;

encamped on Tabo Creek; twenty-two miles.
November 3. Marched through snow-storm to Waverly; fifteen miles.
November 4. Marched on Glasgow road to Tow Creek; twenty-two

miles.

November 5. Marched to Glasgow and ferried the river in the night;
twenty miles.

November 6. Lay in camp.
November 7. Marched at 8 a. m. to Fayette; twelve miles.
November 8 and 9. Lay in camp.
November 10. Marched at 8 a. m. on road toward Warrentou and

encamped at Rocheport, on Missouri liiver; fourteen miles.
November 11. Marched at 8 a. m. on Warrentou road to Columbia ?

fifteen miles.

November 12. Marched at 8 a. m. on Warrenton road to Doctor Mar-
Jteen s; eighteen miles.

November 13. Marched at 8 a. m. on Warrenton road, passing
through Williamsburg, and encamped two miles east of town

;
fourteen

miles.

November 14. Marched at 8 a. m., passing through Danville to High
Hill, and encamped; sixteen miles.
November 1;1. Marched at 8 a.m. to Warrenton and one mile beyond

and encamped; sixteen miles.

November 1&amp;lt;J. Marched at 8 a. m. on Saint Charles road and encamped
at Barley s; nineteen miles.

November 17. Marched at 8 a. m. to Saint Charles; crossed the Mis
souri River and encamped on south side; twenty miles.
November 18. Marched to Saint Louis and encamped in Camp Gam

ble, where we lay until the 24th.

November 24. Embarked on transports and moved to Cairo, 111.;
distance 200 miles.

November 28. Reached Cairo; moved to Smithland and thence up
the Cumberland River toward Nashville, which place we shall prob
ably reach this evening [November 30].

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Third Division, Col. Edward H. Wolfe,

Fifty-second Indiana Infantry, commanding.*

November 1. Marching toward Lexington, Mo.
November 2. Reached Lexington.
November 3. Passed through Dover; reached Waverly.
November 5. Reached Missouri River at Glasgow. ,

November 6. Crossed and went into camp.
November 7. Reached Fayette; remained encamped two days, two

regiments going on scouting expedition in the meantime.
November 10. Reached Rocheport.
November 11. Reached Columbia.
November 1:~&amp;gt;. Reached Warrentou.
November 17. Reached Saint Charles. .

November 18. Arrived at Saint Louis, Mo., where we remained
encamped until the 24th, preparing for a field campaign.
November 24. Embarked on steamers.

From inoutbly return.
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November 27. Beached. Cairo.
November 28. .Reached mouth of Cumberland River.
November 30. Arrived at Nashville, Term.
Distance marched during the mouth, 265 miles.

Itinerary of the Division commanded by Col. Jonathan B. Moore, Thirty-
third Wisconsin Infantry, commanding.*

November 1. At Warrensburg, Mo.
November 7. Left Warrensburg by rail at 11 a. in. and arrived at

Saint Louis on the llth at 8 p. in.

November 12. Went into Benton Barracks.
November 23. Left Benton Barracks; command embarked on trans

ports Isabella and Prairie Rose; fleet sailed same day.
November 30. Arrived at Nashville, Teun., and went into camp.

NOVEMBER 2, 1864. Affair at Hazen s Farm, near Devall s Bluff, Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, commanding Second

Division, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Devalls Bluff] Ark., November 6

,
1864 10.30 a. m.

Captain Claflin, Company D, Twelfth Michigan, stationed seven miles.

out on the railroad, reports that 8 of his men, with their arms and aceou-

terments, were captured yesterday about three miles from his camp by
fourteen bushwhackers, under Capt. Patrick II. Wheat, taken about
three miles, robbed, then paroled. Captain Claflin had sent out eleven
men for bricks at the Hazen farm, but in returning the party sepa
rated. The eight were together when attacked, but immediately sepa
rated and ran. I have ordered them to be sent here in arrest. Cap
tain Wheat stated that he had been near the line of sentinels here at

the Bluff and knew where all were posted; that there was another

squad of his men in the neighborhood and that McCray was at Searcy.
C. C, ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General.

Qapt. C. H. DYER,
Little Rock.

NOVEMBER 5-6, 1864. Operations in Mississippi County, Mo., with skir-

mishes at Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston (6th).

REPORTS.
No. 1. Lient. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 2. Lieut. Elon G. Rathbuu, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State Militia

Cavalry.

CAPE GiRARDEAU, Mo., November 6, 1864.

GENERAL : I have received no official dispatch concerning the affair

at Charleston. The telegraph operator informs me that while Captain

* From monthly return.
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Diehl was at breakfast yesterday morning
1 some twenty guerrillas made

a dash into town, and wounded Captain D. seriously, one man slightly,

and captured 8 men. They then left without doing further damage.
From what I can learn, most of Diehl s horsemen were on a scout. The

eight prisoners were taken out of town some seven miles, robbed of

everything of any value, and then sent back. They report the guerrilla

force to be some sixty strong, under Colonel Birthright, a new man.
I sent thirty men under Lieutenant Rathbun to Charleston at once.

They arrived there at 3 p. in., and started with what force Diehl could

furnish on the trail of the rebels last evening. I will advise you as

soon as I hear from them.
H. M. HILLER,

Lieutenant- Colonel.

General EWING.

CAPE GlRARDEAU, Mo., November 6, 1864.

GENERAL: Lieutenant Rathbun just informed me by telegraph from

Charleston that Captain Edwards overtook the rebels near Sikeston

this morning, and killed 15 and captured 5 of them. Lieutenant Rath-

bun came upon a small squad of them, and killed 5 more, making a

total of 20 killed and 5 captured out of the sixty who made the raid

into Mississippi County yesterday, under command of Colonel Birth

right. The balance are reported scattered and endeavoring to get out

of the State.
H. M. HILLER,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
General EWING.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Elon G. Rathbun, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

CHARLESTON, Mo., November 6, 1864.

COLONEL: Captain Edwards overtook the rebels four miles from
Sikeston and killed 15 and took 5 prisoners. I came up with a small

squad of the rebels and killed 5. The rebels are scattered in small

bands of five or six, and apparently trying to get out of the State.

The Enrolled Missouri Militia acted splendidly.
E. G. RATHBUN,

First Lieutenant, Commanding Expedition.

Col. H. M. HILLER,
Commanding, Cape Girardeau, Mo.

NOVEMBER 5-9, 1864. Expedition from Rolla to Licking, Texas County,

Mo., with skirmish (9th) near Licking.

Report of Capt. Ephraim L. Webb, Forty-fourth Missouri Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Rolla, Mo., November 10, 1864.

SIR : Special Orders, No. 205, from these headquarters, dated Novem
ber 5, 1804, ordering Capt. E. L. Webb, Company E, Forty-fourth Mis-
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souri Infantry Volunteers, to proceed to Licking, Texas County, and
enable the loyal citizens there to hold an election on the 8th instant,
was complied with

;
election held. On the 9th started back to Kolla.

About nine miles from Licking, close to the residence of a gentleman
by the name of Reed, my company was attacked by about 400 guer
rillas. I immediately placed my men in line of battle and fought them
about an hour; repulsed them, killing 3 and wounding 7

;
killed several

horses. Fought them over the ground of attack and marched my men
to this place without the loss of a man. I lost 2 horses, which was all

the loss I sustained. My men fought bravely and stood up to the
work. I found the loyal citizens of Texas County in a destitute con
dition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. L. WEBB,

Captain Company E, Forty-fourth Missouri Infty. Vols.

Col. A. SIGEL,
Commanding Post, Rolla, Mo.

NOVEMBER 5-14, 1864. Operations in Colorado Territory.

Report ofBrig. Gen. P. Edward Connor, IT. S. Army, commanding District

of Utah.

DENVER, COLO. TER., November 21, 1804.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of the

determination, of which you were apprised by telegraph, 1 left Camp
Douglas on the 5th instant and arrived here on the night of the 14th.

The winter season has set in unusually early and with great severity
on both sides of the Rocky Mountain range, and heavy storms and deep
snows have prevailed during almost the entire current month. The
roads in many places between Fort Bridger and this point are blocked
and impassable for loaded trains, and destitute of forage. In view of

these facts, and the additional one that [if] my cavalry could get

through at all, the horses would be useless for active service after

arrival in this vicinity, while the men would necessarily suffer much
from the intense cold, I have deemed it prudent to halt at Fort Bridger,

Wyo. Ter., the two companies of cavalry which left Camp Douglas on
the 0th instant. Since my arrival here I find the Indian country inter

sected and cut up by several military districts, the commanders of

which appear to be of opinion that they can spare no troops for a win
ter campaign against the Indians. Possessing no authority to move
any of these troops, which, in my judgment, could be spared for such

purpose, and it being impossible to transport hither my own men, I

am unable to even attempt an expedition against the savages, who, I

am credibly informed, are now in winter quarters on the Republican
Fork and the Arkansas River. Any expedition against the Indians

which would not probably result in their signal chastisement, would be

productive of harm rather than good, and until suitable arrangements
to that end shall have been made, 1 do not deem it wise or prudent
either to undertake or advise a campaign against them. 1 hope to be

able to transport my two companies of cavalry hither early in the

spring, before the savages break their winter encampments, whence

they will not depart until the grass on the plains will furnish forage
for their ponies, and the early immigration tempt them to renewed

plunder and outrage.
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I beg leave, respectfully, to suggest that tor the successful prosecu-
rion of this undertaking, it is highly important that authority be granted
to call on district commanders for such additional troops as in my opin
ion can be safely spared from the several posts during the time neces

sary to accomplish the purpose named. Without such authority any
expedition is likely to prove, if not abortive, at least ineffectual. With
it I entertain the confident opinion that an effective blow can be struck
in time to prevent the renewed outrages which well may be anticipated
during the coming summer. In the meantime I deem this an appropri
ate occasion, respectfully, to offer a few suggestions relative to the

protection of the great overland mail route, and set forth for the
information of the department the opinions with which some experi
ence and much thought and examination have impressed me. Pre

mising that no permanent peace with the Indian tribes of the plains
can reasonably be hoped for until they shall have been severely
chastised for past offenses and made to feel the strong arm of the

military power of the Government, I remark that it is equally appar
ent to the most casual observer that, unless some other and more
effective measures be devised; the great overland mail will be liable,

if not to frequent stoppage, at least to continued and oft-recurring

depredations. The project of a great overland mail across the conti

nent may now at least be considered no longer an experiment but
an established fact, and its importance to the country at large need

hardly be commented on, as it cannot indeed be overestimated, if its

safety and permanence can be assured. The best and most practicable,
if not the only possible, method of accomplishing this so much to be
desired consummation would, in my opinion, be to place at each stage
station between Virginia City, in Nevada, and Kiowa Station, on the

Little Blue, in Nebraska Territory, a detachment of well mounted

cavalry to accompany each mail coach, with a permanent company or

regimental headquarters every 100 or LOO miles. These stations are

located at an average distance of twelve miles, [and] the entire distance

to be thus traversed is 1,050 miles, being from the western line of set

tlements in Nebraska to the eastern border of the cities of the Pacific

slope. Thus stationed, a detachment of five well armed and mounted
soldiers could with ease accompany each coach from station to station,
the horses and men being relieved, provided for, stabled, &c., at each
station. The service would be exceedingly light and easy of accom

plishment and would afford the most efficient protection to the mails,

treasure, and passengers, as well against white as againsi Indian des

peradoes. For all ordinary cases this guard would be ample, but in

the event of threatened difficulties along any part of the line a sufficient

force could readily be concentrated at almost any given point. Long
experience and careful investigation have convinced me that this, or some
other nearly analogous plan, is the most economical and practicable, as

well as effectual, method that can be devised for the perfect security of

the overland mails. The necessary stables for horses and quarters for

the men could be erected by the soldiers themselves at a very trifling

cost to the Government. These stations between the points named
number 130, requiring for the actual patrol proposed but 1,300 men.
Two regiments of cavalry therefore would be amply sufficient to accom

plish the entire work, affording absolute security to the mails and,

incidentally, to the immigration, while in point of economy they would

require a tar less expenditure of money on the part of Government than

is now entailed by the system of garrisoned posts at remote distances

from each other. The importance of such security to the overland route

in the opening up of a certain, speedy, and safe mode of shipment of
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treasure from the western to the eastern borders of the continent must
be as apparent to the department as it can be to me. In time of pro
found peace it would furnish the people a most wholesome check against
exorbitant rates of freight and insurance by sea, but in case &quot;of war
with any maritime power it would be not merely invaluable but essen
tial to the entire country.

I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
P. EDW. CONNOB,

Brigadier-General, U. S. Army, Comdg. Dist. of Utah.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.

NOVEMBER 5-16, 1864. Expedition from Springfield, Mo., to Fort Smith,

Ark., with skirmishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark.

Report of Maj. James A. Melton, Second Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

SPRINGFIELD, Mov November 17, 1864.

GENERAL: In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 2, dated head
quarters Cavalry Division, Cassville, Mo., November 5, I left Cassville,

Mo., on the 5th instant with 210 men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry,
and was joined by Major Burch, of the Eighth Missouri State Militia

Cavalry, with 160 men. I camped on the night of the 5th instant in

seven miles of Bentouvillc, Ark. The 6th I passed through Cincin
nati on the inner line and camped six miles from that place. During
the day I had several skirmishes with Maj. Buck Brown s men, who
were disbanded and in small squads, killing 7 and wounding 1, taking
1 prisoner. 7th, marched forty-five miles and encamped near Fort
Smith. 8th, arrived at Fort Smith, and for the scarcity of forage was
compelled to recross the river and graze on the cane. 9th, marched to

Dripping Springs and camped. 10th, came to Willhite s, twenty miles
from Fayetteville, and found enough forage to feed once, being the first

corn we found since the morning of the 6th. llth, went to Fayetteville
and camped. 12th, marched twenty miles and camped ;

had plenty of

forage. From there I marched slow, feeding when forage could be
obtained, and arrived at Springfield on the 16th. During the scout I

had two horses wounded, but abandoned none on the march. In the

vicinity of Bentonville as much as one battalion of cavalry might be
subsisted for two months. My horses at this time are in very good
condition.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. MELTON,

Major Second Arkansas Cavalry.

[General JOHN B. SANBORN.]

NOVEMBER 5-23, 1864. Expedition from Lewisbnrg to Fort Smith, Ark.,
with skirmishes.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry ( Union).

LEWISBURG, November X3, 1864 3.15 p. m.

CAPTAIN: Captain Hamilton, who left here on the 5th instant with
200 men, has just returned from, scout and escort to supply train to
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Fort Smith. He had several skirmishes with the enemy, killing 11

and capturing 1 lieutenant and 14 men, principally of Cabell s command.
On his return captured two trains belonging to citizens going South.

The supply train expects to reach here to-morrow. Captain Hamilton
was ordered to Dover and if necessary to proceed with the train as far

as Clarksville. At that place Colonel Johnson. First Arkansas In

fantry, with two regiments of infantry, met the train and assumed

command, ordering Captain Hamilton with his command to proceed
with the train to Fort Smith. The captain represented to Colonel

Johnson the necessity for his return to this place, but without avail.

The colonel insisted on his going through.
Kespectfullv,

A. H. KYAN,
Colonel.

Capt. C. H. DYER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

NOVEMBER 6-7, 1864. Scout in Callaway County, Mo.

Report of Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACH. FOURTH CAV. Mo. STATE MILITIA,
Fulton, Mo., November 6

,
1864.

GENERAL : On the night of the oth instant Dorsey, with 200 men,
camped ten miles southwest of this place. At 12 midnight he took up
the line of march for some point on the Missouri Eiver. I received

information that he was in camp at the place above mentioned at noon
of the Gth. I immediately went in pursuit with sixty-five of my com
mand. I struck the trail late m the evening at a point ten miles west
of south of this place, and found that he was bearing east. I followed

the trail through by-roads and plantations until near midnight, when
I lost his trail and came to a halt. I learned that there were two Union
families within a mile of me. I sent a sergeant to one place for in

formation of the whereabouts of the enemy. I also sent for and pro
cured a Union man for a guide. 1 learned that the enemy were crossing
the river two miles and a half below Cote Sans Dessein, at the farm of

one Swan Ferguson. 1 delayed no time after receiving information, but
moved at once. At about 1 o clock I arrived at the farm of Ferguson.
Not seeing any camp-tires of the enemy, I sent two men, dismounted,
to reconuoiter for his camp. In about one hour his camp was found,
or rather his point of crossing, with a few men and horses still remain

ing on this side. I dismounted all of my men, leaving ten men to guard
the horses. I went into the brush with my men and moved cautiously,
and surrounded the point at which the enemy were crossing the river,

and arriving at their fires found that 1 was too late. The last load had
crossed intervening the time that the camp was discovered and the

report could reach me and I could move to the place of the crossing.
It was pitch darkness, thick brush and heavy timber to pass through.
My information up to this time had been that the enemy were crossing
in skiffs. I remained on the ground till daylight, and ascertained that

Dorsey had captured a steam-boat at dusk, but I did not learn the name
of the steam-boat.
On my return to this place* a detachment of one sergeant and five

men of my command pursued two of Dorsey s men from the river a
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distance of fifteen miles, following them by their tracks, overhauled

them, killed 1, mortally wounded the other, and slightly wounded
a third, who had fallen in company with the two. A short time
before my men came upon them, captured their arms and equipments,
consisting of blankets, saddle-bags, and a regular outfit for the brush
confederacy. One pair of the saddle-bags had a new pair of Federal

cavalry pants in them. Conscripts are coining in slowly. I think this

country is quiet for the present, but I cannot tell how long it will

remain so. It is with much difficulty that we can obtain information
from citizens as to where an enemy is in this country.

General, I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,
D. DALE,

Major Fourth Cav., Missouri State Mil., Comdg. at Fulton, Mo.

[Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN.]

NOVEMBER 6-16, 1864. Affairs at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

Reports of Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Colorado Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS FORT LYON, COLO. TER.,
November 6

,
1864.

Sm : I have the honor to report that I arrived at this post and as
sumed command November 2, in obedience to Special Orders, Xo. 4,

headquarters District, October 17, 1864. Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, First

Cavalry of Colorado, was in command of the post; 113 lodges of Ara-

pahoe Indians, under their chiefs Little Raven, Left-hand, Xervah,
Storms, and Knock-knee, and numbering in men, women, and children
652 persons, were encamped in a body about two miles from the post,
and were daily visiting the post and receiving supplies from the com
missary department, the supplies being issued by Lieut. C. M. Cos-

sitt, acting commissary of subsistence, under orders from Maj. E. W.
Wynkoop, commanding post. I immediately gave instructions to arrest
all Indians coming within the

&quot;post until I could learn something more
about them. Went down and met their head chiefs half-way between
the post and their camp, and demanded of them by what authority
and for what purpose they were encamped here. They replied that

they had always been on peaceable terms with the whites, had never
desired any other than peace, and could not be induced to fight. That
other tribes were at war, and therefore they had come into the vicinity
of a post in order to show that they desired peace, and to be where the

traveling public would not be frightened by them, or the Indians be
harmed by travelers or soldiers on the road. I informed them that I

could not permit any body of armed men to camp in the vicinity of the

post, nor Indians to visit the post except as prisoners of war. They
replied that they had but very few arms and but few horses, but were
here to accept any terms that I proposed. I then told them that I

should demand their arms and all stock they had in their possession
which had ever belonged&quot; to white men.
They at once accepted these terms. [ then proceeded with a com

pany of cavalry to the vicinity of their camp, leaving my men secreted,
and crossed to their camp; received their arms from them and sent out
men to look through their herd for United States or citizens stock, and
to take all stock except Indian ponies: Found ten mules and four

horses, which have been turned over to the acting assistant quarter-
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master. Their arms are in very poor condition and but few, with little

ammunition. Their horses far below the average grade of Indians
horses. In fact, these that are here could make but a feeble fight if

they desired war. I have permitted them to remain encamped near
the post unarmed as prisoners until your wishes can be heard in the
matter. In the interval, if I can learn that any of their warriors have
been engaged in any depredations that have been committed, will

arrest them and place all such in close confinement. I am of the opin
ion that the warriors of the Arapahoes who have been engaged in war
are all now on the Smoky Hill or with the Sioux Indians, and have all

the serviceable arms and horses belonging to the tribe, while these here
are too poor to fight, even though they desired war. Nine Cheyenne
Indians sent in to-day wishing to see me. They state that 600 of that
tribe are now thirty-five miles north of here coming toward the post,
and 2,000 about seventy-five miles away waiting for better weather to

enable them to come in. I shall not permit them to come in, even as

prisoners, for the reason that if I do shall have to subsist them upon
a prisoner s ration. I shall, however, demand their arms, all stolen

stock, and the perpetrators of all depredations; am of the opinion that

they will not accept this proposition, but that they will return to the

Smoky Hill. They pretend that they want peace, and I think they do
now, as they cannot fight during the winter, except where a small
band of them can find an unprotected train or frontier settlement. I

do not think it is policy to make peace with them now until all perpe
trators of depredations are surrendered up, to be dealt with as we may
propose. The force effective for the field at the post is only about 100

and one company (K, New Mexico Volunteers) sent here by order ot

General Carlton, commanding department of New Mexico; were sent
with orders to remain sixty days, and then report back to Fort Union.
Their sixty days will expire on the 10th November instant. Shall I

keep them here for a longer period or permit them to return? TheKio-
was and Comanches, who have all the stock stolen upon the Arkan
sas routes, are reported south of the Arkansas River and toward the
Ked River. The Cheyennes are between here and the Smoky Hill. Part
of the Arapahoes are near this post, the remainder north of the Platte.

With the bands divided iu this way one thousand cavalry could now
overtake them and punish some of them severely, I think; but with the
force here it can only be made available to protect the post. I shall

not permit the Cheyennes to camp here, but will permit the Arapahoes
now here to remain in their present camp as prisoners until your action

is had in the matter.
I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

SCOT! \T. ANTHONY,
Major First Cavalry of Colorado, Commanding Post.

ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
District of Upper Arkansas, Fort Riley, Kans.

[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, November 22, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the general command
ing, respectfully asking for instruction in regard to the Arapahoe In
dians, kept and fed as prisoners at Fort Lyon.
Major Anthony has been instructed to carry out General Field Orders,

No. 2, July 31, 1804, fully until further instructions from department
58 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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headquarters. I would also state that I have learned, unofficially, that
on Saturday, the 12th instant, 2 white men were killed and 5 wagons
destroyed near Fort Lamed by a party of Indians numbering about
thirty. Have Avritten to commanding officer at Fort Lamed in refer
ence to it, and instructed him to report all cases of Indian depreda
tions that may come to his knowledge.

B. S. HENNING,
Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Commanding District.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., November 16, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report that since my last report on the 7th
[6th]

instant the Cheyenne Indians, numbering about 200, under their head
chief, Black Kettle, have sent into the post a request to meet me for a
council. I met them and had a talk. They profess friendship for the

whites, and say they never desired war, and do not now. They were
very desirous of visiting the post and coming in with their whole band.
I would not permit this, but told them they might camp on Sound
Creek, twenty-five miles northeast of the post, until the pleasure of
the commanding officer of the district could be learned. They appear
to want peace, and want some one authorized to make a permanent
settlement of all troubles with them to meet them and agree upon
terms. I told them that I was not authorized as yet to say that any
permanent peace could be established, but that no war would be waged
against them until your pleasure was heard. I am satisfied that all

of the Arapahoes and Cheyeimes who have visited this post desire peace,
yet many of their men of these bands are now on the Smoky Hill and
Platte, having in their possession a large amount of stolen stock. I

have been trying to let the Indians that I have talked with think that
I have no desire for trouble with them, but that I could not agree upon
a permanent peace until I was authorized by you, thus keeping mat
ters quiet for the present, and until troops enough are sent out to
enforce any demand we may choose to make. It would be easy for us
here to tight the few Indian warriors that have come into the post, but
as- soon as we assume a hostile attitude the travel upon the road will

be cut off, and the settlements above and upon the different streams
will be completely broken up, as we are not strong enough to follow
them and fight them upon their own ground. Some of the Cheyenne
and Arapahoe Indians can be made useful to us. Some have already
given us valuable information, and one Cheyenne (One Eye) has en

gaged to visit the Sioux camp and inform us of their movements and
intentions. The Arapahoe Indians that I found here upon my arrival
are perfectly harmless while here, but I do not consider it policy for
them to remain here. Shall talk with them again, and I think will

send them between this and the Sioux caihp, where they can kill game
to subsist upon. Neither of these tribes are satisfied with me for not

permitting them to visit the post, and cannot understand why I will

not make peace with them. My intention, however, is to let matters
remain dormant until troops can be sent out to take the field against
all the tribes. Will write more particulars by next mail.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SCOTT J. ANTHONY,

Major First Cavalry of Colorado. Commanding Post.

Lieut. A. HELLIWELL,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Upper Arkansas.
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. [Indorsement:!

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, Kans., December 7, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant adjutant-

general, Department of Kansas, for the information of the general com
manding, with a copy of letter of instructions from these headquarters
to Major Anthony in regard to the Cheyeunes mentioned herein.

It is presumed that Major Anthony has received these instructions

by this time, and will act upon them.
B. S. HENNING,

Major Third Wisconsin Cacalry, Commanding District.

[Indenture.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Rilcy, November 5, 1864.

Maj. SCOTT J. ANTHONY,
Fort Lyon, Colo. Tcr. :

MAJOR :*******
Field Orders, Xo. 2, dated July 31, is still in force, and the general

expects that it will be carried out faithfully.

* * * * * * *

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. S. HENXIXG,

Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Commanding District.

NOVEMBER 9-15, 1864. Scont from Devall s Bluff to Searcy and Clinton,
Ark.

Report of Maj. Harris *S . Greeno
y
Fourth Arkansas Cavalry (Union).

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARKANSAS CAVALRY,
Cavalry Depot, DcvaWs Bluff, Ark., November 15, 1861.

CAPTAIN: in pursuance of instructions from headquarters Second

Division, Seventh Army Corps, Devall s Bluff, Ark., November 8, 1804,
I marched with the scout under my command, consisting of 130 men of
the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, on the morning of the 9th instant, in the
direction of Batesville, Ark. I proceeded without interruption to near

Hickory Plains the first day. On the morning of the 10th instant 1

marched with my command in the direction of Searcy, Ark., and went
into camp live miles north of Searcy the same evening. During the

day s inarch 1 captured 1 prisoner, who had deserted Trice s army at

Pineville, Mo. From him and from citizens who had conversed with
several deserters from Price s command and returned home, I learned
that Price with his main force had marched in the direction of Fort

Smith, Ark., with a view to cross the Arkansas Itiver either at Fort
Smith or at a point west of that place. On the llth instant I marched
to Fairview, a place twenty miles south of Batesville. At this place I

gained additional information in regard to the movements of Price s

army, corroborating the statements of others, that Price intended to
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cross the Arkansas River west of Fort Smith. I captured 3 more de
serters from Price s army at Fairview, who claimed to belong to Cole-

man s regiment. From these men I learned that Lieutenant-Colonel
Crabtree, commanding Coleman s regiment, was marching in the direc

tion of Searcy, and that he intended to make Searcy his headquarters.
I also learned from prisoners I had captured. that Colonel McCray was
marching down White River, and was going to Jacksonport with two

regiments, Colonel Crandall s and Baber s, and the citizens informed
me that small parties of from fifteen to fifty had been passing through
on the Clinton and Jacksonport road for a week past; they all reported
that they were ordered to Jacksonport for the purpose of collecting

supplies for McCray s brigade. All the prisoners I obtained seemed to

understand perfectly well that McCray would make headquarters at

Jacksonport or Batesville. I went into camp a few miles north of Fair-

view tho.cvening of the llth instant, and sent a detachment of fifteen

men under charge of alieutenant in the direction of Clinton with orders
to proceed as far as they conld safely, and return to camp by daylight
next morning, and obtain all the information possible in regard to tho

whereabouts of McCray, or any other force moving in the direction of

Batesville or Jacksonport. This party proceeded some six or eight
miles in the direction of Clinton, and by passing themselves off as Con
federates succeeded in capturing several prisoners and obtaining con
siderable information in regard to the movements of the rebel forces

that left Price s army and came in this direction.

From all the information I was able to obtain the condition of affairs

in Northern Arkansas at the present time is as follows:

There has already returned to Batesville, Jacksonport, and Searcy
three regiments, all under Colonel McCray. These regiments are Cole-

man s, Crandall s, and Baber s. Coleman s regiment, commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Crabtree, when all together, numbers about 300

men; Crandall s and Baber s some 250 each, but of these two-thirds
of the men have deserted, and say they will never go out again. They
have thrown away their arms and are nearly all at their homes. They
are all greatly demoralized and discouraged; those I saw all agree in

the statement that Price s army was badly whipped at every point, and
all greatly demoralized, and large numbers are deserting. From some
I learned that either Shelby or Fagau intended to drop down in this

part of the State with their commands. Although this seemed very
uncertain, one thing appeared quite evident: If a scout of 400 or 500

cavalry could go up through that country at the present time &quot;or very
soon, McCray could be taken in and most of his men picked up, with
the proper exertion, but if they are allowed to remain undisturbed long
enough, they may reorganize and give us considerable trouble during
the coming winter. About Jacksonport there has been a very good
crop of corn raised. On the morning of the 12th instant I moved back
with my command in the direction of Searcy, intending to hunt up
Crabtree and give him tight. I found Little Red River had raised con
siderable since I had crossed up and was still rising, and it was with
much difficulty that I crossed my command, being compelled to swim
some of my horses. I camped near Searcy and on the morning of the
13th instant I sent a detachment up the Searcy Valley to ascertain the
whereabouts of the rebel forces. The detachment returned during the
afternoon and reported that the regiment under Crabtree had scattered
in every direction and would not give me a fight. We captured a Cap
tain Bolton, of Coleman s regiment, and two of his men. I would
have proceeded farther with my command had it not been for the fact
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that my horses had no shoes on their hind feet when I left, and some of
them no shoes at all, and they became very lame traveling on rocky
roads, and if I had gone farther I would have been compelled to aban
don many of the horses of my command; and, furthermore, my com
mand was too small to operate to advantage. Consequently I deemed
it best to return, which I did, by slow marching, arriving at Devall s

Bluff the evening of the loth instant, having been absent seven days
and captured 1 captain and 9 men of the rebel army, and 15 head of
horses and mules. 1 lost no men and but I horse on the trip.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. S. GREENO,

Major Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding Scoiit. -

Capt. GEORGE MONROE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Seventh Army Corps.

[Indorsement. |

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LITTLE ROCK,
November 19, 1864.

The within report is respectfully forwarded for the information of

the major general commanding the department.
This report indicates that there are three or more rebel regiments

with 1,000 men or more in the vicinity of Jacksonport and scat

tered through the country I recommend that 1 be authorized to send
about 1,500 men of Geiger s brigade of cavalry, in two detachments,
500 to operate north and west of Searcy for ten days, and 1,000 to

operate east of White River as follows: To remain in the vicinity of

Augusta, Cotton Plant, and Jacksonport about two weeks, then to

move leisurely toward Helena, scouring the country, and from Helena
to go into the Indian Bay neighborhood, and after scouring that country
thoroughly, to return.

Respectfully submitted.
E. A. CARR,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

NOVEMBER 11-21, 1864. Scout from Springfield, Mo., to Huntsville and
Yellville, Ark., with skirmishes.

Report of Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Cavalry ( Union}.

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., November 22, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special
Orders, No. 2, dated headquarters Cavalry Brigade, in the field, Cass-

ville, Mo., November 11, 1864, I left Cassville, Mo., November 11,

1864, about noon, with 160 men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry, and
reached Berryville, Ark., on the 12th. Here my advance encountered

Major Lauderdale; tired upon and wounded him, killing his horse.

Lieutenant Gipson, commanding the advance, ordered Corpl. Robert
J. Foster, Company A, Second Arkansas Cavalry, to take charge of
said Major Lauderdale and convey him to the commanding officer. This
order Corporal Foster did not execute; but leaving the prisoner at Mrs.
Hollman s house without guard, permitted him to escape. Major Lau
derdale was at Berryville for the purpose of collecting stragglers and

hastening them forward to their respective commands.
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On the morning of the 13th I sent forward my transportation in

charge of sixty men, commanded by Captain Roberts, direct to Carle-

ton, Ark., and moved in person with the remainder of my command up
Osage Creek in pursuit of Lieutenant-Colonel Fullbright and Major
Harrell, who I was informed were encamped on Dry Fork. These
officers had left just in time to be out of my reach, having gone in the
direction of Kingston and Huntsville to join the forces under Colonel
Hunter- and Major Brown. I took five of these stragglers prisoners,
left 2 severely wounded, captured C horses and horse equipments and 2

mules.
On the 14th, at 3 a. m., I moved with the main body of my command

in the direction of Jasper, Searcy County, Ark., sending a detachment
of twenty-five men under command of Lieutenant Smith up Crooked
Creek with orders to approach as near Yellville as possible to learn

what he could of the presence, strength, and position ofany rebel force,
and report to me at Lebanon, Searcy County, on the 17th, if not pre
vented by superior force. He proceeded as far as Clipper s Mills.

Finding the rebels too numerous to go farther, he returned, bringing
with him six prisoners and the same number of horses and horse equip
ments. My advance tired upon Lieut. John Dearing, of Cissell s com
pany, near Hudson s Mills, but did not succeed in taking him.

On the morning of the 15th I returned directly to Crooked Creek
and marched up said creek as far as Clear Creek. Lieutenant-Colonel

Nichols, commanding Jackman s regiment, was met by my scouts on
the edge of Rolling Prairie, and closely pursued for two or three miles,
but effected an escape. His camp is reported to be on Marshall Prairie.

One prisoner was taken.

On the 10th at about 8 o clock I moved on Yellville with 100 men.
Encountered a small force of Schnable s regiment, killed 2, took 9 prison

ers, and captured 7 horses and equipments. Lieutenant Hastings^
Schnable s regiment, was among the killed. At 8 p. in. I moved in the

direction of Talbot s Ferry, intending to cross White River before the

rebels would have time to concentrate. Having completed about one-

half of my intended night march, my rear was tired Upon by a party
of bushwhackers, which occasioned some delay. One LT. S. horse was

crippled. The injury done to the bushwhackers is unknown. I effected

the crossing of the river by daylight of the morning of the 17th with

out loss or accident and continued the march as far as Colonel Cayces ,

capturing 7 prisoners, among them Major-Moouey, of Schuable s regi

ment, and 5 horses and equipments.
On the 18th I marched to Little North Fork. Three prisoners escaped

from the guard, Captain Bowlin, Company L, and Lieutenant llankins,

Company D, having charge of said prisoners and guard.
On the 19th I moved to Beaver Creek and on the 20th to Swan Creek,

where 1 prisoner was permitted to escape, Captain Millsaps, Company
E, and Lieutenant Smith, Company L, having charge of said prisoner.
On the 21st, at about 3 p. &quot;in., I reached Springfield with my entire

command, having lost only two II. S. horses and having completed
a march of about 400 milps in about ten days. I brought in 22 pris

oners, 19 horses, 5 mules, 7 revolvers, 4 McClellan saddles, about $600

of Confederate scrip and $3.45 U. S. money; also several citizens

saddles, a large variety of arms, including several fine shotguns, with

an assortment of blankets and clothing marked U. S. About ten

bushels of salt was captured on the trip. From pretty reliable sources

I learned that three brigades parted from Price s army at Pineville,

Mo., and moved in the direction of Bates
ville^

Ark. Freeman s, Shel-
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by s, and McCray s. These commands are scattered from Marshall
Prairie to Batesville, the object being to consume the forage and
abandon the country north oi the Arkansas River. Colonel Hunter
and Majors Brown and Harrell, with about 2,000 men, are supposed
to be in and about Kingston and Huutsville. Lieutenant-Colonel

Nichols, with about 000 of Jackmau s regiment, on Marshall Prairie;
Colonel Schnable, with about 500 of his own regiment, at and about

Yellville, and General Rains, with the Missouri State Guard, on Cowan
Barrens. Rains strength not known. I found sufficient forage to

subsist my animals, but it is not plentiful.
I have the honor to be, &c.,

HUGH CAMERON,
Lieutenant- Colonel Second Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding Scout

Brigadier-General SANBORN,
Comdg. District of Southicest Missouri, Springfield, Mo.

NOVEMBER 12, 1864. Skirmish near Centreville, Mo.

Report of Col. Albert Sigel, Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, com

manding District of Rolla.

ROLLA, November 12, 1864 6 p. m.

Lieutenant Storz, Company K, Fifth Missouri State Militia, had a

fight with a gang of bushwhackers twelve miles northwest of Centre
ville. He killed 3 and wounded 3 and captured 11 horses and 2 rifles;

he lost 1 horse and had 1 man wounded in the knee.
A. SIGEL,

Colonel, Commanding District.

Maj. FRANK S. BOND,
Aide-de- Camp.

NOVEMBER 13, 1864. Skirmish with Indians at Ash Creek, near Fort

Larned, Kans.

Report of Capt. Theodore Conkey, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Zaralt, Kans., November 15, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to communicate for your information that on
the night of the 13th instant, just after dark, an attack was made by a

party of Indians, supposed to be about thirty in number, upon a train

of five wagons loaded with corn for Fort Larned while in camp at Ash
Creek, twelve miles this side of that post. One man belonging to the

train is believed to be mortally wounded
;
the others, four in number,

made their escape with the loss of their stock. This information was
communicated to me by Captain Jacobs, in command ofthe post at Fort

Larned, on the afternoon of the 14th, and I immediately dispatched a

scouting party up Walnut Creek in the direction it was said the Indians

had taken. This scout proceeded thirty miles or more up the creek,
but saw no signs of Indians. The opinion prevails among men experi
enced in Indian character and habits that this party was composed
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principally of Pawnees, from the fact that their plundering
1 excursions

are always made on foot, and as they were all dismounted and neglected
to scalp the wounded man, who lay directly in their path, it would seem
to confirm the opinion entertained that they were Pawnees and their

object plunder.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEO. CONKEY,
Captain, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Commanding Post.

Lieut. J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Indorsement. |

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, Kans., November 26, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters for the informa
tion of the general commanding.
The supposition of Captain (donkey in regard to Indians being Paw

nees may not be correct, as since then Captain Booth and Lieutenant
Helliwell were attacked in same vicinity by mounted Indians, as- per

report previously forwarded.
B. S. HE1TXING,

Major Third Wisconsin Garalry, t ontmandiny JJistrict.

NOVEMBER 13-16, 1864. Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo., with skir

mish.

Report of Capt. James \V. Edicards, Second, j\[issouri X ate Militia Cav

alry.

HEADQUARTERS POST,
Neic Madrid, Mo., November 16, 1864.

COLONEL : Information having- been received that a force of guerrillas,

amounting to about 150, were rendezvousing near Cowskin, Pemiscot

County, 1 concluded to ascertain the facts and took forty of the Second

Cavalry and thirty of the Enrolled Missouri Militia and marched on

Sunday morning last, scoured the whole country between here and that

point, and could not find nor hear of any force outside of occasional

stragglers. Run on two guerrilla officers, Captain Kelly, who succeeds

Bulge Powell, and one of his lieutenants, named Walker. Killed the
latter and probably wounded the captain. They had just crossed from
the Tennessee shore and had stolen a couple of horses. Also captured
2 prisoners, one a member of Bill Forrest s command, who says he was

deserting, which we have cause for believing. He says Forrest is pil

laging on the borders of Tennessee, and occasionally crossing to this

side for the same purpose. The Enrolled Missouri Militia under Cap
tains Howard and Kock behaved handsomely, and I think will do to

rely upon in any emergency. They were picked men. Found Captain
Hays company of citizens in arms and ready for tight. His force is

small, and are somewhat uneasy, being so far from assistance.

J. W. EDWAKDS,
Captain, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. H. M. HILLER,
Comdy. Second Hub- District, Cape Girardeau. Mo.
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NOVEMBER 16-18, 1864. Scout from Devall s Bluff to West Point, Ark.,
with skirmishes.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews. U. /S. Army, commanding
Second Division. Here-nth Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Derail * Bluff, Ark.. November 1&, 18G4 10 a. m.

COLONEL: The scout of 150 infantry under Captain Dreher, Third

Minnesota, and sixty cavalry under Captain Flesher, Ninth Kansas,
which started for West Point on the Ella Wednesday morning

1

,
has re

turned. One hundred of the infantry landed below Negro Hill and
inarched to West Point in the night, where it captured Lieutenant
Oliphant, a notorious fellow, and ten other rebels, and then returned,
having inarched thirty miles in the rain on heavy roads. The cavalry
landed two miles up Little lied and scouted ten miles out between that
river and the White, capturing 6 prisoners, 10 horses, also destroying
some saddles. No accident happened to any of our men. McCray is

reported near Jacksonport with about 500 men. I am anxious to send
a scout up of infantry and cavalry there on a boat. Generals Carr and
West are still here.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. W. 1). GREEN,
Little Rock.

NOVEMBER 16-23, 1864. Expedition from Brookfield to Brunswick, Keytes-
ville, and Salisbury, Mo.

Report of Capt. Eli J. Crandall. Sixty-second Regiment Enrolled Mis
souri Militia.

HDQRS. BATT.. G2o REGT. ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,
&quot;

Brook-field, Mo., November 26, 1864.

GENERAL : lhave the honor to report that in obedience to your orders
I made a scout to the Missouri River, leaving Brookrield on Wednes
day morning, November 1C, arriving at Brunswick on the evening- of the
same day. 1 remained at Brunswick two days, November 1.7 and
18, and left on the morning of the 19th for Glasgow, via Keytesville.
On the 17th, while in Brunswick, I was called upon by several ladies,
who desired permits to move their furniture; and other effects to Saint
Louis by boat. 1 said to all of them that 1 knew of no reason why they
should not be allowed to do so; that I was not authorized to interfere

with them and should not. These ladies and their husbands, so far as
1 could learn, were all universally disloyal. On the night of the 17th I

was visited by several persons who were known to be loyal and advised
not to allow these goods to be moved, as they thought them contraband,
but as 1 could not learn that any of these individuals had gone with Price
in his late raid, although they were known to have remained at Bruns
wick, and did associate and mingle freely with rebel officers and men,
and also with Captain Ryder and his men, and did remain there during
the entire command of the rebel forces unmolested and then on the

approach of Federal troops did nee to Saint Louis for protection, yet
I did not feel 1 had authoritv to interfere, and did not. On the morn-
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ing of the 18th I was informed that a citizen guard had been watchiug
the warehouse in which the goods had been stored, and that men (citi

zens, not soldiers) had been prowling about the building all night in a

threatening manner, for the purpose as was thought to damage or de

stroy these goods.
On the evening of the 18th an arrangement was made for Lieutenant

Bryan, of Company E, Sixty-second Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia,
to guard the place with some of his men, which was done until the whole
command was ordered into line, on account of tiring being heard near
the seminary. This occurred about 1 o clock in the night; 1 had given
orders before dark to have a provost guard patrol the town, and close

all places of business before 10 o clock and take to the guard-house all

stragglers or soldiers who might be out after that time. This order
was complied with, and 1 retired with Lieut. John S. Baker, of Com
pany A, at 10 o clock in the quarters occupied by his company. I was
called by the lieutenant about 1 o clock in the night, as shooting was
reported as having been heard in the town. I immediately ordered all

the men into line, and went in person to the warehouse where Lieuten
ant Bryan was guarding, thinking he was having trouble with those
who had been prowling about in that locality the night previous. I

learned there that the shooting had been in the vicinity of the semi

nary, and I found Lieutenant Bryan and men in readiness to march
with his guard to the seminary where the balance of his company were

quartered; 1 also ordered two companies to march to the vicinity of the

seminary on double-quick, and placed one company in position for

defense if needed. I went with the companies to the seminary, and
ordered one company to scour the timber and brush in that locality.
While executing this order the alarm of tire was given, and the report
came to me that the stable in which our horses were quartered was
on tire; I then ordered Company A to march to the vicinity of the tire,

and went with them. I found on arriving in that portion of the town
that the warehouse in which these goods had been stored to await the
arrival of the down boat, which was momentarily expected, was on
tire. . I did, with my men, all in my power to save property, and but
little damage was done outside of the warehouse. I was much annoyed
by the occurrence of the tire, as I well knew that however innocent the
soldiers might be, that we would get all the credit for it. I talked with
some of the Union men who reside there and they expressed themselves
satisfied that troops had not had anything to do with it, and that it was
the work of outraged Union men, who hadbeen mistreated by the owners
of the property and their friends the bushwhackers and rebel soldiers.

None deprecated this more than myself, yet I could not help it. 1 tind

in Brunswick, and in fact in and throughout the country, that the

poorer and most ignorant portion of the rebel community have gone
into the bush as bushwhackers, and into Price s army, while the rich,
influential ones (not gone into the rebel army), but who had no fears of

bushwhackers, but did fear the Federal troops, have gone to Saint

Louis, Iowa, and Illinois, for protection, where they will do all in their

power to misrepresent (the only hope of this distracted country) the

loyal soldiers, and they will also hold themselves in readiness to apolo
gize for rebel soldiers and bushwhackers at all times, hoping that mat
ters will get quieted again, so that they can return before the leaves of
the forest again make their appearance, to assist to inaugurate the

bushwhackers once more in their hellish Avork of devastation and

slaughter, feeling that in one more season they will be able to blot out
the last lingering hope of this State (the loyal people).
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This is the class of people who are now doing more to destroy our

bleeding country than all the rebels in the army of the so-called South
ern Confederacy. They are the people who can remain at home when
rebel soldiers and bushwhackers make their appearance, murdering
and slaughtering the loyal people. This is the class who can remain
to point out the loyal men, who were the victims of such men as the
notorious Bill Anderson, and Eyder, and others of the same class. This
is the class who were known to walk arm in arm with rebel officers and
officers commanding companies of known bushwhackers in the public
streets. This is also the class that flee when the Federal soldiers make
their appearance, accompanied by the outraged and mistreated Union
men who have been compelled to leave their homes, families, and prop
erty to save their own lives, and now to return to find their homes and
property destroyed and devastated, and in some instances their fami
lies outraged, knowing as they do that those men must be infuriated
and that they will retaliate, and that their only safety is in getting as
near headquarters as they possibly can, where they can use their oily
tongues and by misrepresentation try and save their nefarious and
infernal necks from the halter, which they so justly merit. This is the
class who do not fear rebel troops or bushwhackers, but they do fear
the loyal soldiers that are now battling to maintain our Government,
which, I am ashamed to say, still protects these traitorous villains.

I left Brunswick on Saturday with portions of my command, leaving
one company at Brunswick to guard that post. I arrived at Keytes-
ville the same evening and remained until Sunday morning, the 2()th.

I then started for Glasgow. Soon after leaving Keytesville I heard of
the bushwhacker Jackson and his gang, and immediately changed my
course toward Becklehamer s Mill, and there crossed Chariton River.
I moved to the vicinity of Salisbury City and lost track of them. I

then divided my command into three parties, sending Captain Eoush
commanding one, and Lieutenant Robbins the other, and the third 1

commanded myself. I ordered Captain Eoush to scour the country
from Salisbury City to Switzler s Mill, and Lieutenant Robbins to move
north and west, and I made a scout to the middle fork of Chariton,
giving that locality a thorough search. Captain Eoush ran into and
routed Jackson about three miles froin Salisbury City, wounding 2 of
his men, capturing ,3 horses, and a fancy cap worn by Jackson, beauti

fully decorated with plumes and feathers. One of our men was seri

ously wounded, and we lost 1 horse and 1 gun. They are still running
through the country, and can keep up their system of bushwhacking so

long as the country is full of traitorous men and women, who keep them
posted in every move made byTmr forces. This country is now full of

property liable to confiscation, and there is a class of blood-sucking
speculators now here, who are by all kinds of sly dodges trying to get
that property out of the country. Some are doing it in order to defraud
the Government; others in order to assist the rebels who have left it;
and there is another class who do it to make themselves rich. Hun
dreds of thousands of dollars worth of this species of property, con

sisting principally of stock, could now be realized for the Government
if attended to immediately. This stock is being driven off and shipped
daily. A portion of my command is still at Brunswick and a portion
at Keytesville and the balance here. I have ordered the whole here.
I arrived at. these headquarters from my scout on the evening of the
23d. I received from headquarters, St. Louis, last night a telegram in

regard to one R. C. Haigler, who was killed last week in Chariton

County. I have the honor to report that this was not done by any of
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my command. I will get the whole particulars and report to head
quarters as soon as possible. On receipt of telegram was the first inti

mation I had of his being shot.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. J. CRANDALL,

Captain , Comma n ding.
General CLINTON B. FISK,

Commanding Jtint-net of Northern Missouri, Macon, Mo.

NOVEMBER 16-25, 1864. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to Patterson,

Wayne County, Mo., with skirmishes at Reeves Mill (19th), and at

Buckskull, Randolph County, Ark. (20th).

Report of Lieut. Col. George C. Thilenius, Fifty-sixth Regiment Enrolled
Missouri Militia.

HDQRS. FIFTY-SIXTH REGT., ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA,
Cape Girardeau, November 2ti, 1864.

COLONEL: In obedience to orders received from you on the 10th

instant, 1 have the honor to report to you as follows :

1 left camp on the 16th instant at 10.30 a. in. with 1GG men of the

Fifty-sixth Regiment Enrolled Missouri State Militia and forty men of
the Second Missouri State Militia [Cavalry], under command of Lieuten
ants Rathbuii and Toney, to Jackson, where 1 was joined by thirty-four
men of Capt. A. Tacke s company six months volunteers, Enrolled Mis
souri Militia, making a total of 240 men, all mounted, with instructions
to proceed to .Patterson, Wayne County, and rout a rebel force reported
to be there, open communications with Pilot Knob, and co-operate with
forces sent from there. After leaving Jackson we marched a distance of
twelve miles on the so-called old telegraph road, and camped at
Kinder s farm, in Cape Girardeau County. The next morning, the 17th

instant, we started at daybreak, passing through Dallas, Bellinger
County, at 2.30 p. m., and struck camp at A. M. Sides farm, half a
mile on the other side of Castor Kiver, in Wayne County, Mo., mak
ing a march of thirty miles that day. The weather for the last two

days had been very unpleasant, it raining without intermission, and
the roads in consequence very bad, retarded our progress considerably.
On the 18th we arrived at Patterson, Wayne County, at 2 p. m. From
Lieutenant Sutton, commanding post, I received information that a
force of 120 men. under command of Captain McClanahan, from Pilot

Knob, had passed through Patterson aBout three hours previous tojoin
us near Greenville, and ascertaining further that a rebel force of about
200 men under Timothy Reves was encamped on Cherokee Bayou,
Randolph County, Ark., we left that place immediately, taking the
State road toward Doniphan, and camped that night at Edward Dee s

farm, on Otter Creek, Wayne County, having marched a distance of

thirty two miles. Lieutenant Kelley, with a squad of the Third Missouri
State Militia, who had been sent out by Captain McClanahan to

Greenville, informed me that Captain McClanahan s command was in

camp six miles ahead of us and awaiting our arrival. We met next

morning, the 19th instant, and started without delay, crossing Black
River and marching twenty-four miles that day over the many pine
hills of Ripley County, and struck camp at William Arnold s farm,
on Little Black River, in Ripley County. A small scout of Cap
tain McClauahau s command killed a notorious bushwhacker, Ely
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Garbert, at Reeves Mill, about four miles distant from our camping-
ground, and destroyed the mill which had been used as a place of
resort by them and was furnishing supplies continually. We arrived
at Doniphan, the county seat of Bipley, on Current Kiver, at 10 a. m.
on the 20th instant; took a rest of about fifteen minutes and then pro
ceeded forward in to Arkansas, crossing the line at about 12 noon.
Allow me, colonel, to say that this is perhaps the first instance the

Enrolled Missouri Militia of this district going out of the State, not a
single man refusing, but marching on cheerfully, and eagerly hoping
to get a chance to shoot and kill some of the bushwhacking chivalry.
Having arrived within six miles of Buckskull, a squad of about six

guerrillas were observed to approach our advance of the Second Mis
souri State Militia, who fired instantly, killing 2 of them and capturing
their horses and arms. The balance scattered into the brush and made
their escape. On the body of one, named French, a pass was found
showing that he belonged to Reves gang. Having passed over this
small encounter, a charge was ordered on Buckskull, led by Captain
McClanahan, but no rebel force was found there. After a march of

twenty-eight miles that day we went into cam]) at William Patterson s

farm, at the head of Cherokee Bayou, Randolph,-County, Ark. Ascer
taining that no rebel force could be found in the vicinity, and consult

ing with the olhcers in regard to further movements, it was considered
and determined to return, our rations having also been consumed and
no prospect of obtaining necessary supplies. Our command was, in

consequence, divided next morning, the 21st, Captain McClanahan
taking charge of the men brought with him from Pilot Knob, to which,
by his request, the forty men from the Second Missouri State Militia
from Cape Girardeau were added, with whom he was to return via
Pocahontas and Powhatan to Pilot Knob. I started with the balance
of my command the same morning, crossed the Little Black Kiver, and
marched through a portion of Cherokee Bayou, finding the roads
almost impassable, more especially through the swamps. The previous
two days had been very cold, and the water frozen with ice one inch

thick, cutting the horses legs so badly that I was compelled to abandon
several of them. We camped that night on a deserted farm, and
marched the next day to Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Mo., capturing
on the march a rebel soldier of Cabell s brigade, who had been wounded
at the battle of Pilot Knob and was on his way home; crossed Black
Eiver at Poplar Bluff and camped on the farm of the rebel Major Jen
nings. Having obtained some corn meal and salt at Poplar Bluff, we
broke up camp on the morning of the 23d and inarched toward Bloom-
field, crossing Saint Francis Kiver at the old Indian Ford, and camped
at J. Marty s farm, eight miles distant from Bloomheld. The 24th we
marched to Bloomtield, purchased a supply of corn meal, and from there
inarched to the farm of Fred. Ballinger, near Lakevtlle, to camp.
On the next day we arrived in camp at Cape Girardeau at 3 p. m.,

having marched and scouted through the country a distance of about
300 miles in ten days. In conclusion I must cheerfully acknowledge that

great credit is due to officers, as well as men, for the faithful and cheer
ful execution of each order, as well as for their untiring perseverance
of every hardship on the march.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, colonel, vours, respectfully,

G. C. TIIILENIUS,
Lieut. Col. ~&amp;gt;(ith

Ec&amp;lt;jt.
Enrolled- Mo. Militia, Comdy. Scout.

Lieut. Col. II. M. HILLER,
Commandlny /Second Sub-District.
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NOVEMBER 17-19, 1864. Expedition from Brashear City to Bayou Port

age, La., with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe, La.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Aruiy, commanding District of La

Foufche.

No. 2. Maj. Jesse S. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

Xo. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding
District of La Fourcite.

THIBODEAUX, November 19, 1864.

(Received 11 a. m.;

MAJOR : The party I sent out to destroy the guerrillas and raid
boats had a glorious success. They landed yesterday morning

1 under
command of Major Miller 200 strong at Bayou Portage, at the head of

Lake Fausse Pointe. They found Murphy s, Whittaker s, and King s

companies watching- the boats. They attacked them, whipped them,

destroyed the boats, their baggage, and their barracks, and returned.

They learned that Lieutenant Shafer, with part of the boats, was on a

raiding expedition, and that Houma was their supposed destination.
I have ordered the company of cavalry from Terre Bonne to proceed
to Houma immediately, and will have another company sent off from
this place immediately.

R. A. CAMEROX,
Brigadier- General, Commanding District.

Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjntan t- General.

A D D E X I) A .

HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
New Orleans i November 1!), 1861.

Brigadier-General CAMERON,
Thibodeanx :

General Sherman congratulates you on the success of the boat expe
dition, and would be glad to have more specific information than is

contained in your telegram of this a. m.
FREDERIC SPEED,

Assistant Adjutant- Genera I.

Report of Maj. Jesse 8. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry.

HDQRS. ELEVENTH INFANTRY, WISCONSIN VET. VOLS.,
Brashear City, La., November 19, 1WU.

CAPTAIN: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the

expedition to Bayou Portage under my command :

I left Brashear City at 11 o clock on the night of November 17 with
200 men 1.~0 of the Eleventh Infantry Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers,
and fifty of the Ninety-third U. S. Infantry (colored) on board the gun
boat Xijanza Xo. 41 and steam transport Cornie, arrived at the mouth
of Bayou Portage at &amp;lt;&amp;gt; a. m. November 18. and proceeded up tbc bayou
a short distance. The Cornie, a few rods in advance, was tired upon
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from an ambush by about sixty men, killing 1 man of the Ninety-third
U. S. Infantry (colored). I immediately lauded the force on the gun
boat and attempted to get in rear of the force that fired on the Cornie,
but they retreated up the bayou. I then deployed one company as
skirmishers and advanced up the bayou, the Cornie keeping abreast of

me as far up as she could go. I then had all the men on board landed

except twenty-five colored men and a captain, leaving them as guards
for the boat. I continued on up the bayou, my skirmish line keeping up
a pretty sharp fire with the enemy. L sent one company of about thirty
men around to the left for the purpose of getting into their rear, but

they fell in with a company of cavalry which prevented this. After

driving the enemy about two miles and a half we overhauled one of

the large Hats loaded with baggage and tied up on the opposite side

of the bayou, and succeeded in getting it across, although under pretty
severe fire from the opposite side. I ordered the baggage set on fire

and the boat destroyed. I also captured 1 prisoner here, from whom
1 learned that the other fiats were some half hour the start of us. I

concluded that it would be useless to follow them farther, as they could
row them as fast or faster than we could drive the force that was now
opposing us. 1 therefore fell back to the boats and re-embarked, hav
ing been on shore four hours. The enemy followed us back and ex-

changed a few shots with the rear before my men were all on board.
It is impossible for me to say how many of the enemy were killed or

wounded, but 1 am quite positive that 2 were killed. The casualties

on our side was 1 man killed and 1 slightly wounded. We destroyed
1 large fiat loaded with baggage and several small boats, and barracks
for about 300 men, with a considerable amount of camp and garrison

equipage, and some cornmeal and sugar. It is impossible for me to

say how strong the enemy were, but 1 should judge them to be not less

thau 200 or 250 men, and under command of Captains Murphy, King,
and Whittaker.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. S. MILLER,

Major Eleventh Infantry, ]Fisconnin Veteran Volunteers.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL.
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of La Fourche.

NOVEMBER 19-27, 1864. Expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand

Caillou, La., with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou.

REPORTS.
No. 1. Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding District ofLa Fourche.

No. 2. Lieut. Eugene S. Thrall, Sixtieth Indiana Infantry.
No. 3. Sergt. John Siuiuis. Company E, Sixteenth Indiana Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding J)is-

trict of La Fourche.

DISTRICT OF LA FOURCHE,
Thibodeaux, La., November 30, 1864.

CAPTAIN: 1 am sorry to be obliged to report to you the capture of

Captains Moore and Stevenson and Lieutenant Jordan, with 1 sergeant
and 6 men of the Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, at the mouth of
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Bayou Grand Caillou, on the night of the 23d instant. Captain Moore,
as you are aware, had been for some time ferreting out the smuggling
going on at the mouth of this bayou, assisted by a man whom I had
employed by the name of Todd. They returned from an expedition of
that kind and reported to me that their identity had been discovered and
that they had failed and barely escaped with their lives. Indeed I do not
believe they would have allowed them to escape had it not been for the
shrewdness and ingenuity of Mr. Todd. They reported that there was
one Whittield there who they were satisfied was some kind of a Con
federate agent. My impression from their report and other information
was that he was a rebel recruiting officer picking up such persons as
were frightened off by our enrollment. I inclose Captain Moore s report
made to me, marked A, Mr. Todd s report, marked B,* for the general s

information. While I was digesting in my mind what steps further to

pursue with this troublesome section of the country I received informa
tion from Mr. Decker, a scout whom you will remember the general
sent to me and who is invaluable here, that Lieutenant Shafer had left

the rebel camp with a party in boats via Bayou Salle and it was believed
that he intended to make a raid upon the merchants of Houma by way
of Grand Caillou. I immediately dispatched the company of cavalry
stationed at Terre Bonne to Houma and sent Captain Moore with his

company from this place to follow. I ordered him when he had arrived at
Houma to take command of both companies and make a reconnaissance
down the bayou; to destroy the smuggling crafts and to arrest any
rebel recruiting officers or agents found there. I inclose, a copy of the
order given him. marked C.* After he had been gone a few days L

heard by rumor that Captain Moore, his officers and men, had seized a

quantity of Louisiana rum and were on a drunken spree, committing
various depredations, and that one of his men had attempted to rape a
mulatto girl and had shot and killed her for resisting. I immediately
sent a messenger with an order to Captain Moore to return; a copy is

inclosed marked D.t The messenger found the officers gone, but the
senior sergeant opened the order and returned with the command. The
sergeant reported that Captain Moore had taken all the officers with

him, a sergeant and six men, in an open boat and had been absent from
his command for four days, when he (the sergeant) started to return.

His report is inclosed, marked E.

Yesterday evening I received from Lieutenant Thr,all, commanding
the guard at Houma, the inclosed report, marked F, which gives the
final solution to this unfortunate a flair. It appears that Captain
Moore with the balance of his officers abandoned their command in a
state of intoxication on the evening of the 23d and was led by Ray
mond Luke to the camp of a rebel officer and his recruiting party and
fell an easy prey. How Captain Moore could destroy Raymond Luke s

smuggling boat as he did and then take him the same night for a guide
can only be explained by his intoxication. But it appears that he
allowed Luke to cover him with his blandishments and protestations
of friendship and lead him and his party into the very arms of this

insignificant but vigilant party of rebels; and ic further appears from
letters written by Captain Moore to his company, which Luke brought
back with him, that Luke made him believe that it was all right and
the affair only accidental. I believe that this Luke knew that this

Captain Jefferson, who must belong to either the Twenty-sixth or

Twenty-eighth Louisiana, stationed at Alexandria, was there recruiting,

*

Omitted, it hem}; substantially the ;imo aa Moore s report.
I Not found.
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and that it was a plan laid by Luke with Jefferson to get these officers

drunk, decoy, and capture them. I have no further proof against this

Luke than the circumstances of the case and his notorious character.

But having seen him, analyzed, and read him, F would, if I Avere

allowed to use my own judgment alone, send him to Fort Jelferson for

the balance of the war without trial. 1 have the murderer Hilton in

custody and he will be tried for murder.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. A. CAMERON,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers. Commanding District.

Capt. FREDERIC SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Defenses of Xcw Orleans.

[Inelosure.]

HDQRS. Co. 1), SIXTEENTH INDIANA COUNTED INFTY.,
Thibodeaua; La., Xorember 10, 1864.

SIR: In compliance with Special Orders, Xo. 190, dated headquarters
District of La Fourche, Thibodeaux, La., October 5, 1.S64, detaching me
on special duty, acting on private instructions from headquarters Dis
trict of La Fourche, 1 have the honor herewith to submit the following
re] tort:

Receiving my instructions to go to Bayou Grand Caillou to detect

smugglers, having made the necessary preparations 1 started on the

night of the o th of October, traveling some twenty-live miles south of

Mouma. I found a man by the name of Hancock, who lives on Bayou
Grand Caillou. I stopped at his house to get dinner and have my
horse fed. I told him that I was a refugee and wanted to get out of
the Yankee lines. I asked him if there was any way by which a man
could get through and cross the bay. He told me that there was a
boat going across every few days, and if 1 would wait a few days that
1 could get across. 1 told him that I was afraid that the Yankees
would get me. He said there Avas no danger for they never came that-

far down the bayou, and if they did come he would hide me away.
Finding that he wa all right, 1 made myself known as George W.
Waldoii, of Xew Orleans, and was a traveling agent for the Southern
Aid Society, and that I had on hand a large lot of clothing for the Con
federate soldiers, and I wished to get them across by this route if there
was any means by which 1 could do so. Hancock told me that Mr.

Raymond Luke and Joseph Wasser had boats and were in the busi

ness, but I could not get to see them, as Luke was at Houma and Wasser
was across the bay ;

but if I would wait until morning 1 would see

Luke, as he was looking for him home. 1 remained there until next

day and Mr. Luke did not return. His brother, Battice Luke, came
across the bayou; he told me that he and his brother and some of the

neighbors would give me all the assistance [ wanted if I could get my
goods to Houma. Battice Luke also told me that his brother, Ray
mond Luke, had taken goods across into the Confederacy and had
made $2,000 oil one boat load, and that he could afford to pay $400
or $500 for a permit to run his boat in Grand Caillou. He also said

that his brother, Raymond Luke, had a permit from the rebel general
commanding on the west side of the bay to bring his goods into the
rebel lines and return back -with his boat.

After having learned all this, and making, the necessary arrange
ments for shipping. 1 returned to camp, and about the loth of October
1 went back again. I found Mr. Hancock at home. He told me that

.&quot;&amp;gt;9 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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the boat had left for the other side of the bay the day before. He also
told me that Mr. .Raymond Luke was in Houma yet; that he made
Houma his headquarters to keep down suspicion, for the damned Yan
kee spies were watching him very elose. 1 told Hancock that? I had my
goods at Terre Bonne Station: lie appeared very Avell pleased. and told

me that his son-in-law, Joseph Wasser, would take them across the

bay for me if I could get them to some point on Bayou Grand Caillou,
where they could be shipped by water. He also told me that Mr.
Blanchard was a good rebel and would do everything in his power to

assist me in getting my goods across. 1 then went to see Mr. Blanch
ard; he told me that he had been in the business, but was not at the

present time. I then told him that as lie was not in the business 1 hoped
he would not expose me, to which he replied, no, but that he would
give me all the assistance in his power. I left him with that under
standing and returned to Hancock s, who told me that Mr. Blaucliard s

boat had previous to that run the blockade. I then renewed with Mr.
Hancock my previous contract and arrangements in regard to shipping
goods across the bay. I was to get my goods to an old warehouse in

Grand Caillou, where the boats were to come in to receive them. With
this understanding I left him and returned to camp again. About the
25th of October 1 went to see Mr. Hancock again. This time I was in

company of Mr. Todd, whom I introduced as my partner (having spoken
.of him in the, presence ot Mr. Hancock before), and being at Morganza
Bend in the same business. According to promise I had not come to

time by two or three days. Mr. Hancock wanted to know why I was
delayed. 1 told him that my partner, Mr. Todd, whom I introduced as

Williams, had got into trouble at Morgan/a Bend, and I had to go and
assist in getting him out. He then wanted to know if I had succeeded
in getting my goods to Ilouma. I told him that as we had lost a great
many goods. 1 was afraid to bring them down until things became a
little quiet; so i thought that I and my partner would come down and
see how things were going on on the bayou. He told me that every
thing was quiet, and that if we had our goods there, we could take them
across, for there was a boat going across next day., Mr. Wasser was
present and I had a talk with him. lie told me that he would take the

goods at any time that I could be able to get them to the bayou. Mr.
Hancock also told me that Mr. liaymond Luke was at Ilouma yet; we
then made arrangements with Mr. Hancock and Mr. Wasser for them
to take the goods, and Mr. Williams was to go with them. There Avas

also a young man there by the name of Whitiield that said he was an

escaped prisoner from New Orleans. Mr. Hancock was keeping this

man about his house until there was a boat going across, so that he
could get through the lines. After making all the necessary arrange
ments for shipping goods with Mr. Wasser we returned to cam]).
On the 8th of November Mi . Williams and myself went to Mr. Han

cock s house again. On arriving at his house we found him at his din

ner; as soon as we stepped in the house we saw that there was some
thing wrong. On inquiry we learned that he had suspected who we
were. He told us there had been a telegram sent from Ilouma the night
before that there Avere some Y ankee spies coming down Bayou Grand
Caillou, and for them to be on the lookout. We then inquired of him
where Mr. Wasser and Mr. Whitiield were. He tirst told me they had
gone across, but after talking for some time AVC found out to the con

trary; that they were oiriy about a mile down the; bayou at Joseph
Wasser s house. We got into a boat and took a boy for a pilot. When
Ave came in sight of the house we saw a small schooner. The boy spoke
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up and said she was the blockade runner. We also saw Mr. Wasser
and Mr. Whitneld leave the house aud take to the woods, Mr. Whitneld
climbing a tree and with his glass was looking up the bayou. On land

ing in front of the house we went ashore, inquired for Mr. Wasser, and
a strange man told us that he was in the woods chopping near by. We
asked him to go for Mr. Wasser, which he did. Mr. Wasser came, look

ing somewhat surprised and alarmed. We inquired of him for Mr.
Whitneld. He said that Mr. Whitneld was in the woods near by. We
asked him to go and tell him that we wished to see him. Whitneld
came, looking somewhat excited, with his glass in his hand. We asked
him if he had been across yet; he replied no, and said that he had been

waiting for the last three (lays for the wind to go down so that he could

go across. We then asked him when he was going across; he looked
somewhat excited and said he did not know. We asked him if he could

get a cart and horse to bring a trunk ofgoods from Houma, as we had suc
ceeded in getting them that far. He told us he thought not, as there
was no horse and cart to be had. We then continued the conversation,
talking over our former arrangements. He told us we had better wait
until he went across and got us a permit to ship. After talking for

some little time we saw three or four strange men coming in from
around the house. Mr. Whitneld then proposed that we should stay
all night, as it was getting late, and in the morning we would make
some arrangement about getting our goods from Houma. I and my
partner did not like the way things were going, so we thought we had
better get away. We got into the boat and went up the bayou to Han
cock s. While going up the bayou we looked on the other side and saw
Batticc Luke on horseback watching us. We landed our boat in front
of Hancock s house, went ashore, and talked the matter over to our
selves. We saw that we were betrayed and had better do the best we
could, so we told Hancock we were going up the bayou to Mr. Cornell s

to see Jackson and try to get him to send to Houma and get our trunk.

Arriving at Mr. Cornell s and taking supper, we told Jackson, the over

seer, that we were going up to Mr. Blanchard s to see him. Going up
the bayou some two miles we thought they would be likely to follow us,
so we took our horses back in the woods some distance from the road,
then crept up in the grass close to the roadside. We had not been
there long until three men rode by ; they went a short distance above
us and surrounded a house, but not finding us there they crossed the

bridge and went up the bayou, and in about two hours they returned,

going back down the bayou. We remained there until morning and
then went up the bayou to Ernest Lambert s, and of him we borrowed
a revolver; then went back to Hancock s again, and on arriving there
we found no person at the house. We returned to camp again. This
is a full statement of the facts connected with the detection.

In order that you may more fully understand the country and local

ity in which these smugglers live, I make the following statement:
Mr. Hancock lives on Bayou Graffd Caillou below Pelton s plantation;
the locality of his house is such that it is impossible to get there either

on foot or on horseback except by one road leading down the bayou.
Mr. Wasser lives about one mile below Mr. Hancock s on the bayou,
and it is impossible to get there except by water. Mr. Raymond Luke
and brother, Battice Luke, live one mile below Wasser s, on the oppo
site side of the bayou, and it is impossible to get to these houses only
by one road leading down the bayou. My opinion is, in order to arrest

this band of thieves and smugglers it will be necessary to blockade
the mouth of Bayou Grand Caillou so as to preveut tbsnrtj*im going
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across into the Southern lines, and also a squad of cavalrymen be sent
down Bayou Grand Caillou as far as Hancock s, there dismounting and
going by water down the bayou to Wasser s and Luke s.

*

I would also

say they can run their boats out in little bayous and inlets that lead
back into the sea marsh, so that it would be impovssible for them to be
found, only by those who hid them. This is a true statement of the
facts as I know them to be.

Your most obedient servant,
COLUMBUS MOORE,

Captain Company D, Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL, AtHfintant Adjutant-General.

Report of Lieut. Eugene *V. Thrall, Sixtieth Indiana Infantry.

HOUMA, November 20, 1864.

GENERAL: The boat in which Captains Moore and Stevenson, Lieu
tenant Jordan and seven men of Sixteenth Indiana Volunteers pro
ceeded down Grand Caillou has been brought back by Mr. Raymond
Luke, whom Captain Moore took with him for a pilot. Luke reports
that the party (of Captains Moore and Stevenson, Lieutenant Jordan
and the rest) were captured on the night of the 23d instant by one Cap
tain Jefferson, of the rebel army, and ten men, who sent the prisoners
across the bay toward Franklin, and then allowed him (Luke) to return
home with the boat. Luke also reports the officers and men intoxi

cated and noisy at the time of their capture.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EUGENE S. THRALL.
Firxt Lieut.

, Comdy. Company E, Sixtieth Indiana Vols.

[Brig. Gen. R. A. CAMERON,
Commanding District of La Fou relic.]

Report of Seryt. John Simmx, Company E. Sixteenth Indiana Infantry.

THIBODEAUX, LA., November 28, lt&amp;gt;64.

SIR: In compliance with instructions from the general commanding
the district, I .have the honor to submit the following report of the

doings of the scouting party under the command of Captain Moore, so

far as the same has come to my knowledge:
On Saturday morning, November li). Company E, Lieutenant Jordan

in command, marched from Terre Bonne, and arrived at Houma about
3 p. m. of the same day. Here Captain Stevenson assumed command
of the company. About dark of the same day Company D, Six

teenth Indiana, Captain Moore, arrived and we bivouacked for the

night. On Sunday morning, the 20th, the detachment marched to

Bayou Grand Caillou, as I understood the name, and down the bayou
to a Government plantation occupied by a Mr. Lambert. At this point
the wagons were left with a guard and the march resumed to a point
about two miles farther. Here Captain Moore sent Captain Stevenson
with his company across the bayou. The inarch was continued with a

company on each side of the bayou. Company E marched about three



CHAP. Mil.] EXPEDITION TO BAYOU GRAND CAILLOU, LA. 933

miles farther, when Captain Moore, with a lew men of Company 1),

joined Captain Stevenson s company and both companies returned to

Mr. Lambert s place, where the wagons had been left. Captain Ste
venson during this march arrested five men, two ofwhom Captain Moore
released when he joined Company E, and some boats were destroyed.
On Monday morning- Capt. C. Moore, Capt. J. Stevenson, Lieut. W.

H. Jordan, a sergeant and six privates took two days rations and pro
ceeded down the bayou. Captain Moore informed me that I would
have command of Company E, and that Sergt. Joseph Yandell, Com
pany D, would command Company D during their absence, and that in
case the rations should fail that we would have to forage for subsistence,
and that the men should be allowed to hunt, three or four at a time.

Nothing was said of the object of the expedition or the length of time

they would be gone. I protested against their all going and leaving
the detachment without a commissioned officer, and asked that one
should be left, but this was refused. About noon of the 21st a Mr.
Patton Pelton (I believe was his name), who resided on a plantation
about five miles from our camp, came to our quarters and reported that
a soldier had shot and killed a little girl and had fired at a negro man
on his plantation. I immediately took two men of my company and
proceeded to the place, where I found a mulatto girl, about twelve or

thirteen years old, lying dead in a field. She had evidently been killed

by a pistol-ball, which had entered the forehead and passed entirely

through the head. I learned from the negro man, who was near, that
the girl had been shot by a drunken soldier, who had first fired at one
of the men and then had shot and killed the girl. One of the men had
witnessed the killing. After getting all the information I could from
them I proceeded to the planter s house, half a mile farther on. Between
the house and where the

t
dead girl lay I met three men of Company D,

Privates Hilton. Davis, and another I did not know. They were run

ning their horses at full speed. Hilton was very much intoxicated. I

made an effort to stop them, but none stopped but Davis. I ques
tioned him about the killing of the girl; he answered that he knew
nothing about it. Not getting any further information I returned to

camp. I immediately informed Sergeant Yandell of the particulars
and stated to him that I was satisfied that Hilton was the guilty party
and suggested that he be arrested. Yandell declined to arrest him, but
said he would keep an eye on him and not let him escape. And so mat
ters remained until Saturday, the UGth, during which time nothing had
been heard from the absent party. On this (lay the adjutant of the

Thirty -third Illinois came to our quarters, and having learned of the

killing of the little girl, took two men of Company E and arrested Hil

ton. The same evening an orderly arrived with a communication
addressed to Captain Moore, and there being no commissioned officer

present, I opened the same and found it to be an order from the com
manding general for the detachment to return to their stations immedi

ately, which was accordingly done, Company E stopping at Terre Bonne
and Company D returning to Thibodeaux. Sergeant Yandell took

charge of the prisoner, stating that the adjutant of the Thirty-third
Illinois had ordered him to deliver Hilton to district headquarters. Of
his subsequent escape 1 know nothing.

liespectfnllv, your obedient servant.
JOHN SIMMS,

First /Sergeant Company E, Commanding Company.

Capt. B. B. CAMPBELL,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera I,
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NOVEMBER 20, 1864. Skirmish with Indians near Fort Zarah, Kans.

Report of Maj. benjamin 8. Kenning, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, Kans., November 25, 1864.

MAJOR : For the information of the general commanding I have the
honor to inform yon that on Sunday, the 20th instant, Capt. Henry
Booth, district inspector, and Lieut. A. Hellhvell, acting ordnance offi

cer, were attacked by Indians about live miles west of Fort Zarah and
both severely wounded. Captain Booth was shot in the back, the
arrow striking the shoulder blade and bending, and through the arm
below the elbow. Lieutenant Helliwell was hit four times, twice in

the head, once in the right arm, and once in the back. The wounds
were severe, but not considered dangerous. The circumstances of the
attack are these: The officers are on an inspecting tour, and having
finished inspecting at Fort Zarah were furnished with an escort to pro
ceed to Fort Lamed. As the officers expected to travel faster than the

escort, they permitted the escort to precede them about two hours.

About five miles from Fort Zarah, and before they had overtaken the

escort, twenty-five or thirty Indians appeared and attacked them.
The officers immediately turned for Fort Zarah and had a running
tight with the Indians for a distance of nearly two miles and succeeded
in escaping without further injury. They think they killed some of
the Indians, but it is impossible to tell for certain. A force from Fort
Zarah immediately started in pursuit and had not returned at last

date.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. S. HENNESTG,

Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry. Commanding District.

Maj. C. S. CHARLOT,
Adjt. Gen., Department of Kansas, Fort Lcavenworth.

NOVEMBER 21-30, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Fulton, Mo., with
skirmish (28th) near Fulton.

Report of Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. DETACH. FOURTH CAV. Mo. STATE MILITIA,
Fulton, Mo., December 1, 1864.

CAPTAIN: Inclosed I forward tri-inonthy report for ten days ending
November 30. On last Saturday six guerrillas entered the northwest

part of this county, traveling south on a line some ten miles west of

this place. On their route they robbed several citizens and hanged
two negro men near Millersburg. Sunday I sent detachments in

different directions to try and find their whereabouts. Monday even

ing about sunset one of my detachments came upon taem thirteen

miles south of this place. A running fight ensued in wnich the out

laws scattered to the brush, and night coming on the pursuit could not

be continued until morning. On Tuesday morning another one of my
detachments came upon them, and in like manner they were scattered

to the brush and had one horse killed. They were overtaken again
about noon, and as before were scattered. My men continued to follow

them all that day and the next, but lost the trail and abandoned
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farther pursuit. That part of the county is very rough and the hills

are covered with thick cedar brush. Wednesday afternoon I sent a
detachment north of Millerslmrg to watch the road, thinking the guer
rillas would go out in that direction. At midnight Wednesday night
I received information that they were going in the direction of Millers-

burg. I sent another detachment to a point tifteen miles northwest of

this place to nnd the trail and pursue them as long as there was hope
of &quot;mustering them out.&quot; My men were on the trail at 10 a. m. to-day,

being the last I have heard from them. I have sixteen contraband
horses, or rather horses taken from that class of prisoners claiming to

be conscripts, the question of contraband not being decided. The
prisoners from whom these horses were taken have been sent to Saint

Louis by the provost-marshal at this place. What shall I do with these

horses? If to be turned over to a quartermaster can I take them to

Jefferson City, it being the nearest point? I await your orders in

regard to them.

Captain, I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,
D. DALE,

Major Fourth Car., Mo. Mate, Militia, Comdt/. at Fulton, Mo.

Capt. GEORGE A. HOLLOWAY,
Axtst. Adjt. Gen., District of Xorth Missouri. Macon. Mo.

NOVEMBER 22-24, 1864. Scout from Devall s Bluff to Augusta, Ark.

Report of ttriy. Gen. Christopher ( . Andreics, U. S. Army, command
ing iSceond JHrision. /Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION. SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
JJevalTs

l&amp;gt;lnff, Ark., Xorcmber 2i, 18U4 2 p. m.

CAPTAIN: Captain Goodspeed (Sixty-first Illinois), commanding
scout to Augusta, has just returned with six prisoners, including three

lieutenants. He reached Augusta at 4 yesterday morning, but as the
boat got too near town before landing, a rebel picket of fifteen made
their escape. He reports two battalions under McDaniel and Tucker,
of about 800 men total, a few miles above Augusta on the levee. Me-

Cray and Dobbin are east of Cache River, probably near Cotton Plant.

Dobbin s men are getting together: cavalry went to salt-works, west
of White River. No accident or loss to us.

C, C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. C. H. DYER.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

NOVEMBER 23, 1864. Skirmishes at Morganza, La.

Reports of firiy. Gen. Daniel UUmann, U. 8. Army.

MORGANZA, LA., Xorember
~&amp;gt;I,

1864.

(Received 10.20 a.m.)
The enemy s cavalry are hovering around all my lines. General

Lawler drew in what few cavalry pickets there were and yesterday
before sundown the enemy attempted to cut off my up-river outpost,
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killing the otlicer in command and several men. Last night they
attacked my left, killing some and driving oft the cattle. It is repre
sented that a force, large or small, is crossing the Atchafalaya. It will

not be possible to prevent the capturing of outposts without cavalry.
Colonel Chrysler, Second Xew York Cavalry, is here to take away the

thirty or more cavalry left and all the ineffective men. I earnestly
ask that Colonel Chrysler, with his regiment, now at Baton liouge, be
ordered back, as they are all familiar with every bridle-path in this sec
tion.

It is desirable, that I should have an answer this morning before
Colonel Chrysler leaves.

DAXTKL ULLMANX.
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN,
Anxiatant Adjutun t- General.

ITEADQUARTEKS U. S. FORCES,
MoryuHZti, La., Noremhcr 21, 1SG4.

SIR: I have the honor to report that I assumed command of the II.

S.* forces stationed at this place on tlie afternoon of the L3d instant.

Ascertaining on investigation that for two days all the cavalry pickets
had been drawn in, and that the infantry picket-line was weak and in

JIM inefficient condition, 1 immediately directed my attention to regu
lating and strengthening it. Before this could be satisfactorily done,
information was brought to me at 5 p. m. that a detachment of the

enemy s horse, estimated at fifty or sixty, had attacked and endeavored
to cut oft the outpost on the up-river road. They charged between the

outpost and the picket-line, and succeeded in scattering the former.
The casualties are as follows: Killed, 1 commissioned ofticer and &quot;2

enlisted men; wounded, 3 enlisted men.; missing, 1-4 enlisted men.
Second Lieut. A. I). Vallade, Company 1, Eighty fourth T. S. Col
ored Infantry, commanding outpost, was seriously wounded in the right
breast, and died in a few hours. This excellent young ofticer met his

fate gallantly and was brutally robbed by the rebels of his watch,

money, aiid clothes even to his shirt. I have the satisfaction of report
ing that the reserve of the grand guard, under Second Lieut. J. II.

Wisner, Company K. Eighty-fourth IT. S. Colored Infantry, behaved
with much steadiness, and by their promptness in supporting the out

post, drove oft the enemy, it is believed, with some loss, killing several.

During the night the enemy showed himselfrepeatedly at various points
along the line, and at about 10 p. in. made a*i unsuccessful attempt,
near the outpost on the down-river road, to drive oft the cattle of the
command: two of the herdsmen were wounded, one of whom has since
died. Having no effective cavalry 1 was unable to pursue the enemy.
I have information from several sources, corroborating each other, that
the Confederates have, within two days, been crossing the Atchafalaya
at several points. Lyon s Ferry, Morgan s Ferry, and Simsport are
named. They seem to have, had excellent means of information respect
ing this command, as I have satisfactory evidence that parties twenty-
six miles from these lines had a knowledge two days before it was com
municated to me that Brigadier-General Lawler was ordered elsewhere,
and that all the cavalry was ordered away. I am informed that the cel

ebrated Confederate scout, McAnnelly, was seen yesterday six miles from
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the pickets and that lie had recently been within the lines of this com
mand. I beg leave, respectfully to represent that without a sufficient

force of cavalry 1 shall not be able to prevent my infantry outposts and

pickets from being constantly attacked, nor shall I have the power to

keep the telegraph line in order.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant.
DANIEL IJLLMANN,

Brigadier- General of Volunteer*, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. GEORG-E B. DRAKE.

Asst. Adjt. (.icn., Ildqru. J&amp;gt;ept. of the Gulf, Xew Orleans.

NOVEMBER 23-DECEMBER 10, 1864. Expedition from Fort Wingate
against Indians in New Mexico, with skirmish (December 1) on the Red
River.

Report of Maj. Ethan W. E((ton, First Xeiv Mexico Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS,
Fort Winf/atc, ]f. Mex., December 14, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that in compliance with instruc
tions from general commanding department, dated Socorro, X. Mex.,
November 15, 18(54, 1 started on the 23d of same month in the direction
indicated in said instructions to cross the trail of sheep stolen from
near Lemitar, N. Mex., on the 8th.

On the 24th at about noon passed Agua Fria, and on the 26th, after

noon, reached llito Quemado. No water between the two places. Left
Kito Quemado on the 27th. Traveled southeast toward the south end
of the. {Sierra del Datil and northeast end of Sierra del Man gas to the
head of the Rio del Mangas, between the two ranges. In the afternoon
at the head of Rio del Mangas found trail I was in search of. When
the sheep had passed there must have been from eight to ten inches of
snow on the ground, and when I found the trail there was none. This
made it almost impossible to follow it. as it could only be seen at long
intervals, and then very dim. The fear of losing the trail or being dis

covered by the Indians in time for them to escape compelled me to

travel on foot with the guide and trailers from the time I first found the
trail until the Indians were overtaken, not mounting my horse for over
four days. The men were also on foot.

On the 28th. after passing the Mangas Mountains, I found at about
noon where the Indians had left their families while on their expedition
to the river. There were ten lodges, now deserted. These were of

eight Apaches with their families, three Navajos with families, and
five Navajos that had left their families near or with Mauuelito s band,
near the Moquine villages, in all about fifty-five persons. Sixteen (eight
Apaches and eight Navajos) stole the sheep. Before leaving the

lodges the Apaches separated, taking probably about one-half of the

stock, and the Navajos also separated in four or five different parties,
each with their proportion of stock. This information was received
from the Navajo squaw taken. \Vith the party 1 followed -there were
two others for the first day, as where they slept the night after leaving
the lodges there appeared to be three lots, but I could not tell when or
in what direction they left the trail that I happened to follow. 1 fol

lowed the trail with great difficulty until the 30th about noon, after

which time it was comparatively plain.
On the 29th at about 4 p. m. found water in holes, not having had

any since 27th at about noon. The Indians had up to the 30th appar-
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eutly selected the worst ground they could possibly find, often turning
back and going up some mesa almost perpendicular and very rocky.
This was probably done to hide their trail.

On the Ist December at about 3.30 p. m., and ninth day from this post,
overtook the Indians camped in a narrow at the head of a canon run

ning to Red River, about six miles from it and twenty from its head,
thick pinon and cedar timber and rocky gulches on each side of the

valley, selected with the habitual cunning of the Indian, with the view
to an easy escape in case of attack. I immediately attacked them, but
could not get nearer than about 400 or f&amp;gt;00 yards to them before they
saw us. Fired upon them as theyjumped in the timber, but could not
see that any of them were hit. They had no time to take anything
with them. They had about 175 head of sheep, one horse and one
burro. These were taken, together with all their camp equipage, &c.
I directed the detachment to secure the sheep and deploy through the
timber in search of the Indians, which they did, taking 1 squaw and
1 boy prisoners. In the -meantime I started in pursuit, the guide and
one man coming after me mounted, but owing to the thick timber- and

gulches could overtake but one buck Indian. He was killed. I

remained at their camp that night, collected and burned all the Indians
had left, and started on my return on the morning of 2d instant.

According to my calculation 1 had traveled 213 miles when the Indians
were overtaken, and on foot. I still expected to find more Indians, and
did not return direct to this post, but traveled two days north of east to

near the Salt Lake, and back two days north of west to Ojo del Venado,
not finding any sign of Indians that I could follow. Rations getting
scarce and animals nearly used up (having already been compelled to

kill two), I directed my march for Zuiii, where I arrived on the Oth

instant. The squaw says that the other Xavajos probably went direct

to where their families were, near Moquine. They I think belonged to

Manuelito s band and are of those thathave not yet surrendered. There
were no Moqnis with them. There are also some Xavajos near the head
of Red River, in and about the Sierra del Eseudilla, that join with the

Apaches in stealing. It was my belief that this robbing had been com
mitted by Manuelito s band, and from the length of time that had

elapsed between the robbery and my starting after them 1 expected to

find the thieves with him. His band is from 300 to 500 strong, and I

took men enough (thirty-five) to give him a wholesome lesson, but I

did not find him. Where I came upon, the trail of the sheep was not
over three or four days travel (75 to 100 miles), perhaps less, from

Limitar, and the people of that place could have retaken the stock

easily if they had followed the Indians. And if I had received notice

five or six days after the robbing, instead of fifteen, 1 would probably
.have found all the stock together and retaken it; at least the trail would
have been easily followed before the snow melted and the Indians could

not easily have escaped. I returned to this post on the 10th instant,

having been absent eighteen days; was at two different times two days
and once three days without water for the animals, and on this account

they suffered greatly. Some of the sheep tired out and were killed on
the road. I brought in 158 sheep, 1 horse, 1 burro, and 2 prisoners.
One Indian killed.

The detachment I had with me deserve the greatest credit for the

good will and perseverance with which they did their duty, and under

very unfavorable circumstances, considering the age and dimness of

the trail. They passed several nights without tire, suffering severely
from the cold.
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I traveled, according to my calculation, 395 miles almost in a circle,

not having struck my outward trail until within twenty miles of this

post. Many of the men were with their feet on the ground before the

Indians were overtaken. Rawhide was found at the Indian camp, with
which they patched their shoes.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. \V. EATON,

Major First Cavalry Xew Mexico Voh., Commanding Post.

Capt. BENJAMIN C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of New Mexico.

NOVEMBER 25, 1864. Affair at Raccourci, near Williamsport, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ullmann, U. 8. Army.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Moryanza, La., November 27, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 25th instant a Lieuten

ant Thatcher, U. S. Navy, commanding the Gazelle gun-boat, No. 50,
while on shore with two men at Raccourci, near Williamsport, was
murdered by guerrillas and horribly mutilated. Lieut. Commander
John J. Cornwell, U. S. Navy, commanding Second and Third Divis

ions Mississippi Squadron, states to me this afternoon that he gave
notice some time since to the inhabitants below Red River, along Old

River, and the Mississippi, that if any of his officers or men were mur
dered he would take summary vengeance upon them and their property.
He intends to retaliate some time next week and earnestly requests
me to send a force to co-operate with him.

I have the honor to request instructions both as to whether I shall

co-operate with Captain Cornwell and also as to the extent to which
retaliation shall be carried. I am informed that there is in that direc

tion a large number of horses, mules, and cattle, and also much forage.
1 have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

DANIEL ULLMANN,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. GEORGE B. DRAKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

NOVEMBER 25, 1864. Engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the

Canadian River, N. Mex.

Reports of Col. Christopher Carson, First Xew Mexico Cavalry.

HDQRS. KIOWA AND COMANCIIE EXPEDITION.

Camp on Rita Blanco, loo miles cast of Fort Bascom,
December 4, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit for the information of the gen
eral commanding the department the following report of my operations

against the Kiowa and Comanche Indians:
I arrived at Fort Bascom, N. Mex., on the 10th ultimo, with seventy-

five Ute and Apache Indians. At this place 1 found all the companies
composing the expedition in readiness to move at any moment. I left Fort

Bascom on the 12th, ultimo with the following force, viz, Captain Fritz s
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company (B, First Cavalry, Calilbruia Volunteers), 00 men ; Captain

New Mexico Volunteers), Lieutenant Bishop and 69 men; Captain Ber-

ney s company (D, First Qavalry, New Mexico Volunteers), 39 men;
Lieutenant Edmiston, with 58 men of Company A, First Veteran In

fantry, California Volunteers, and Lieutenant Pettis, with 27 men of Com
pany K, First Infantry, California Volunteers, and two mountain howit
zers. The infantry force was commanded by Lieut. Col. F. P. Abreu,
First Infantry, New Mexico Volunteers, and the cavalry by Maj. Will
iam McCleave, First Cavalry California Volunteers.* This force was ac

companied by seventy- five lite and Apache Indians, in charge of Lieut.
Charles Haberkorn, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, whom I took
with me for that purpose. Lieut. J. C. Edgar accompanied me as acting-
assistant adjutant-general of the expedition. Lieut. B. Taylor, Fifth
U. S. Infantry, as acting assistant quartermaster, and acting com
missary of subsistence, and Asst. Surg. George S. Courtright, IT. S.

Volunteers, as surgeon to my command. Total, 14 officers, and 321
enlisted men, and 75 Indians. This force was subsisted to include
December 31, 1804. I deemed it proper to take wagons as transporta
tion as far as a point known as the Adobe Fort, about 200 miles east
of Fort Bascom, on the Canadian lliver, at which point I intended to
form a depot and operate with pack-mules. I considered that the num
ber of pack-saddles at my disposal (100) was insufficient to transport
the necessary supply of subsistence to take me to the place where E

expected to find an Indian encampment. Traveled by easy stages on
a practicable wagon road along the north bank of the Canadian Kiver,
having to lay over on two occasions for one day on account of snow
storms. On the 24th ultimo, while encamped on a creek known as the

Arroya de la Mula, about thirty miles west of the Adobe Fort, I dis

patched two Indian spies with instructions to proceed a short distance
down the Canadian, and return the same evening if they saw any fresh

signs of Indians. They returned about one hour after sundown and gave
me information from which I concluded that there was a camp of hostile
KiowaandComanche Indians in my vicinity. I immediately gave orders
to have all the wagons loaded and left in charge of Lieutenant-Colonel
Abreu with the infantry and dismounted cavalry force, and I moved
forward with my entire mounted force and Lieutenant Pettis howitzers.
I marched about fifteen miles that night and again encamped and sent

my spies ahead. They returned about two hours before daybreak,
when I immediately took the saddle and continued my march down the
river.

About one hour after daybreak on the morning of the 25th ultimo I

discovered a party of Indians on the opposite bank of the river, who
were calling to me to come over. I ordered Major McCleave with Cap
tain Dens company to cross over and pursue them, and I continued my
march along the river. Soon after I discovered an Indian encampment
about five miles in advance. I immediately directed Captain Fritz to
advance with his company, and act in conjunction with Major McCleave,
who was on the opposite bank of the river with Captain Dens company.
On hearing the report of fire-arms in front, 1 concluded that a fight had
commenced, and I directed Lieutenant Heath, with his detachment, to

advance, and I followed as fast as possible with the artillery and Cap
tains Witham s and Berney s companies. The Indians abandoned their

camp of about 150 lodges, but hotly contested the ground between there
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a lid the Adobe Fort, a distance of about four miles. At this point they
took a position and made a stand. They made several severe charges
on Major McCleave s command before my arrival with the artil

lery and the other companies, but were gallantly repulsed. On my
arrival on the ground I ordered the artillery to take a position, and the

engagement ceased for a short time. Finding it impossible, on account
of the broken-down condition of my cavalry horses, to capture any of

the stock which the Indians had in their possession, I gave orders to

unsaddle, and the men to have breakfast, it being my intention to

return and destroy the Indian village through which I had passed. On
looking through my glass I discovered a large force of Indians advanc

ing from another village about three miles east of the Adobe Fort. In

this village there were at least 350 lodges. I immediately ordered the

command to saddle and the companies to take a position. In a short

time I found myself surrounded by at least 1.000 Indian warriors,
mounted on first-class horses. They repeatedly charged my command
from different points, but were invariably repulsed with great loss.

The two mountain howitzers, under Lieutenant Pettis,did good service,

and finally drove the enemy out of range. The Indians. still remained
in my vicinity, and I conjectured that it was their object to keep me in

my position at the Adobe Fort, if possible, until night, that they might
have an opportunity to carry off their lodges ami provisions from their

village, also some stock that they had left behind them in their retreat.

1 therefore determined to return to the village and destroy it. I now
gave orders for Captain Fritz to protect my right flank with his com
pany, dismounted and deployed as skirmishers; Captain Witham s

and a part of Captain Dens company on the left Hank, and Captain
Berney s and Lieutenant Heath s detachment, and a part of Captain
Deus company in the same manner to protect the rear. In this manner
I commenced my march on the village. The Indians, seeing my object,

again advanced, with the evident intention of saving their village and

property, if possible. Now commenced the most severe fighting of the

day. The Indians charged so repeatedly and with such despeiation
that for some time I had serious doubts for the safety of my rear, but
the coolness with which they were received by Captain Berney s com
mand, and the steady and constant tire poured into them, caused them
to retire upon every occasion with great slaughter.
The Indians now finding it impossible to impede my march by their

repeated charges, set fire to the valley in my rear, which was composed
of long grass and weeds, and the wind being favorable it burned with

great fury and caused my rear to close up at double-quick. I imme
diately saw their object and had the valley fired in my front to facili

tate my march. I then retired to a piece of elevated ground on my
right flank upon which the grass was short, and upon which I knew I

was out of danger from the fire. Here the Indians again advanced
under cover of the fire and smoke which raged with great fury, but

my artillery being in position they were again repulsed with great
slaughter. The fighting was constantly kept up in rear until I arrived

within about 500 yards of the Indian village, when the Indians made a

charge forward for the purpose of rescuing a part of their property.

However, a few shells from my howitzers, which were immediately put-
in position, drove them yelling from the ground, and the entire village
and stores were in my possession. I then proceeded to destroy the

village and stores, amounting to about 150 lodges of the best manufac

ture, a large amount of dried meat, berries, buffalo robes, powder, cook-
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ing utensils, &c.
;
also a buggy and spring wagon, the property of

Bierrito or Little Mountain, the Kiowa, chief of the Indians which I

engaged. The principal number were Kiowa s with a small number
of Comanches, Apaches, and Arapahoes, all of which were armed
with rifles, and I must say that they acted with more daring and brav
ery than I have ever before witnessed. The engagement commenced
about 8.30 a. in. and lasted I may say without intermission until sun
set, during which time I had 2 soldiers killed and 10 wounded, and 1

Indian killed and 5 wounded, and a large number of horses wounded
(see inclosed list). It is impossible for me to form a correct estimate
of the enemy s loss, but from the number which 1 saw fall from their
horses during the engagement, I cannot call it less than GO in killed
and wounded. I flatter myself that I have taught these Indians a
severe lesson, and hereafter they will be more cautious about how they
engage a force of civilized troops. The officers and men engaged acted
with the utmost coolness during the light and my entire command
showed a promptitude in carrying out my orders on all occasions.

I take pleasure in bringing to your notice the names of the following
officers, whose conduct during the fight deserves the highest praise:
They are Major McCleave, Captain Fritz, and Lieut. IS. Heath, First

Cavalry, California Volunteers; Captains Deus amlBerney, First Cav
alry, Xew .Mexico Volunteers. Lieutenant Pettis howitzers were well
served and did remarka-bly good service. Lieut. J. C. Edgar, First Cav
alry New Mexico Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-general of the

expedition, was remarkable for his coolness and bravery during the en

gagement. I am indebted to Assistant Surgeon Courtright, U. S. Vol
unteers, for his prompt attention to the wounded ofmy command. The
lite and Apache Indians acted bravely during the day.
The Indians seeing their village in flames fled to the hills and gave

me no further annoyance. I regret very much that the poor condition of

my horses did not permit UK; to follow them and secure the large amount
of stock which they had in their possession, also another large village
which 1 could observe through my glass farther down the river. The
company commanders now reported to me that their ammunition was
nearly expended. I deemed it prudent to return and join my wagons,
which I directed to follow me slowly. About 8.30 p. m. I came on Colonel
Abreu s command encamped with the entire train on a creek about ten
miles west of the Adobe Fort. Here 1 also encamped for the night. In
the morning 1 moved my entire command about 500 yards for the pur
pose ofprocuring better grass for my animals. I now decided that owing
to the broken-down condition of my cavalry horses and transportation
and the Indians having fled in all directions with their stock, that it

wras impossible for me to chastise them further at present. Therefore,
on the morning of the 27th ultimo, I broke camp and commenced my
return trip. 1 have traveled by easy marches in order that I may take
all my animals to the fort if possible, and 1 have arrived at this point
without any incident worthy of note. I shall continue to travel slowly
to Fort Bascom, where I expect to arrive about the 10th instant, and
I will await there for further instructions from the general command
ing.

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. CAESON,

(Colonel Firxt Cavalry, Xew Mexico Volunteers, Comds/.

Capt. BENJAMIN C. CUTLER,
Asst. Adjt. (rcn.

7 Dept. of Xew Mexico, jSanta Fe&amp;lt; N. Mcx.
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HEADQUARTERS KIOWA AND COMANCHE EXPEDITION,
Camp near Fort Bascom, N. Mex., December 16, 1864.

GENERAL : I arrived at this place with my command 011 the 10th
instant. I brought in almost all of my stock, but in a very broken-
down and unserviceable condition, so much so that it cannot possibly
take the field in less than six weeks. If it is your intention that this

command again take the h eld, as I think it should do, I would respect
fully suggest to you not to send it for at least six weeks, and that

during that time it be furnished with forage for all the cavalry horses
and quartermaster s mules, as they cannot be recruited to do good
service on grass alone. And that while in camp at this place, or at

the time of starting, my present command be re-enforced by 700
mounted men, or all of the mounted men that you can possibly spare,
and enough infantry to make up the 700 men. Also two G-pounder
and two 12-pounder rifled guns. This will make my command about

1,000 strong, and no smaller command should go after these Indians
with the expectation of chastizing them in a proper manner. I would
further suggest that this command be furnished with transportation
for four months subsistence from the time they reach the Adobe Fort,
at which point I think the depot should be established. In this man
ner I think the Indians could be, brought to our terms, but in no other.

Now is the time, in my opinion, to keep after them. They must live

on or near the Canadian River during the winter with their families

and stock, and I think that it a command be sent there as I suggest,
that by next summer the Indians can be brought to any terms. There
are immense quantities of buffalo in two days travel of the point at

which I had the tight, and 1 think the Indians can be found there in

large numbers. On the day of the fight my men found in the lodges a
number of women and children s dresses, bonnets, shoes, &c.

;
some

of these I saw myself. I have since been told by Mexican traders that
the Indians have in their possession five white women and two children.

If we can take some of their women and children I may be able to buy
the white women and children from them. 1 would here suggest that
no more of these traders be allowed to go among these Indians. On
the day of the tight I destroyed a large amount of powder, lead, caps,

&c., and I have no doubt that this and the very balls with which my
men were killed and wounded were sold by these Mexicans not ten

days before. We saw the tracks of three wagons going down the

river, and you may be sure they belonged to the traders. But I blame
the Mexicans not half so much as 1 do Mr. Steck, superintendent of

Indian affairs, who gave them the pass to go and trade, he knowing per
fectly well at the time that we were at war with the Indians, and that
the Mexicans would take what they could sell best, which was powder,
lead, and caps, and Mr. Steck should have known better than to give

passes to these men to trade, when every one knows that ammunition
is all the Indians want at this time. I will move camp the day after

to-morrow twelve miles up the river, as the grass is much better there

than, at this place, and where I will wait for further orders from you.
1 have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

C. CARSON,
Colonel Fh:st Cavalry, Xcic Mexico Volunteers, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. JAMES H. CARLETON,
Comdg. Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. Mex.
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A D I) E X D A .

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Las Cruccs, j\

r
. Mcx., December 15, 1864.

Col. CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commanding Expedition against the Kioica and

Comanche Indians, Fort Bascom, N~. Mex. :

COLONEL: I had the pleasure to receive your very interesting and
satisfactory report of your battle with the Kiowas on the 25th ultimo,
aiid have sent a copy of it to the War Department. 1 beg to express
to you and the gallant officers and soldiers whom you commanded on
that occasion, as well as to our good auxiliaries, the Utes and Apaches,
my thanks for the handsome manner in which you all met so formidable
an enemy and defeated him. Please to publish an order to this effect.

This brilliant affair adds another green leaf to the laurel wreath which
you have so nobly won in the service of your country.
That you may long be spared to be of still further service is the

sincere wish of

Your obedient servant and friend,
JAMES II. CA1ILETON,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

NOVEMBER 27-30, 1864. Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark.

Report of Capt. William Haiclci/, Third r. *S . Caralry.

CAMP THIRD U. S. CAVALRY,
Little Koclc, Ark., December 1, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that in accordance with instructions
received I proceeded with my command, consisting of detachments of

the Third II. S. Cavalry and the Third Missouri Cavalry, out the Jen
kins Ferry road. At a point eight miles from Little Hock the advance
guard was fired upon by a party of bushwhackers, which was immedi
ately returned and every effort made to capture them, but without
success. Among them was a citizen whom 1 arrested and sent under

guard to brigade headquarters. The command then continued its

inarch down the Jenkins Ferry road for a distance of twenty-eight
miles, when it encamped for the night. Finding no forage at this point
and ascertaining that none was to be obtained on that road, I deemed
it imprudent on account of the state of the horses to proceed farther

on that road. On the morning following, taking a small cross-road

leading to the rear of Benton, the march w;is resumed, and reaching
Benton about 7 a. m. the command charged the town, but found no one

except a few citizens, who stated that most all the Confederate troops
had gone to lied Itiver. Unable to obtain any forage at this place or

in the neighborhood, I was compelled to return to Little Rock, reaching
here about ti p. in. 30th ultimo. In concluding, 1 would respectfully
state that the country through which I traveled was destitute of beef-

cattle and forage. The casualties of the command were the loss of 4

horses, three of which belonged to the Third Missouri Cavalry, two

having died in camp from causes unknown, one abandoned, also one
from the Third II. S. Cavalry abandoned as unable to travel.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
WM. HAWLEY,

Captain, Third V. S. Cavalry, Commanding tfcout.

Lieut. W. T. HAMILTON, Aeliny Assistant Adjutant-Genera I.
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NOVEMBER 29, 1864. Skirmish at Doyal s Plantation, La.

REPORTS.

No. 1. Kri. (itMi. Robert A. Cameron. U. S. Army, commanding District of La
Fourche.

No. 2. Asst. Surg. George A. Monroe, Third Rhode Island Cavalry.

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. 8. Army, commanding Dis
trict of La Fourche.

THIBODEAUX, LA., November 30. 186 L.

(Received 3 p. m.)

The company of cavalry which was at Donaldsonville was thrown
across the river yesterday. Major Beebe reports half of the one ordered
from Xapoleouville there about to cross on the steamer Iberville. Be
fore the company crossed yesterday the small squad already there were
attacked. A lieutenant and 12 men of our party, together with an
assistant surgeon, were captured, the latter wounded. We indicted a
loss of 1 killed and 3 wounded upon the rebels.

R. A. CAMERON,
Brigadier-Creneral of Volunteers, Commanding.

Capt. F. SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
Norember 30, 1864..

Respectfully forwarded to General Ilurlbut for information.

Having no cavalry on this side of the river 1 ordered two companies
from General Cameron s command. It appears they did not cross quite
soon enough. I have ordered the whole country between the Missis

sippi and Amite immediately scoured.
T. AY. SHERMAN,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Report of Axst. ,S
w-r//. George A. Monroe, Third Rhode Inland Caralry.

DONALDSONVILLE, LA., December 13, 1864.

SIR: In compliance with your orders of the 10th instant I have the
honor to forward the following report and a copy of my parole:
On the morning of the 2i)th ultimo Second Lieutenant Tefl t, with

thirteen men and myself, left camp on the east side of the Mississippi
for New .River in pursuit of a small party of jayhawkers, reported to

have pillaged a neighboring plantation the night previous; got no
tidings of them, but the citizens reported the rebel soldiers in consid
erable force. Lieutenant Teft t deeming it imprudent to proceed farther
returned by the New River road, as far as Doyal s plantation; halted

(50 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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to feed at 2 p. m. After feeding, Lieutenant Tefft and his men, with
their arms, went to the houses to eat. In about fifteen minutes two
suspicious men passed. The lieutenant ordered a sergeant to follow
and arrest them. In their absence half a dozen rebels were reported
close at hand. Lieutenant Tefft ordered his men into line, but before
the order coidd be executed, there not being time to mount, about
twenty of the rebels were upon us. After lighting about fifteen min
utes we were overpowered and compelled to surrender. One man
besides myself was wounded on our side: 1 horse killed, and 3 men
wounded (1 mortally) on the rebel side. They then disarmed our men,
ordered us to mount, and rode in the direction of New Elver. Shortly
alter the sergeant and men, with the parties whom they had arrested,
came in sight and were captured by the rebel lieutenant and four men.
The lieutenant finding that from the severity of my wound I was
unable to proceed, stopped at New River and paroled me.

I know nothing further, as the rebel party with their prisoners left

immediately, and I did not learn their destination.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE (his x mark) A. MONROE,
Assistant Surgeon, Third Rhode Island Cavalry.

Witness to signature:
CHARLES W. TURNER,

First Lieutenant, Third Rhode Island Cavalry.

Capt. FREDERIC SPEED,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Defenses of Xeip Orleans.

[Inuloaure.J

I do hereby solemnly swear before Almighty God that I will not bear
arms against the Confederate States of America until duly exchanged,
nor aid or assist the U. S. Army.

DR. GEORGE A. MONROE,
Third Rhode Island Cavalry.

Paroling officer:

Lieut. A. BENNEN, C. S. Army,
Commanding tieout.

[Indorsement.]

DEFENSES OF NEW ORLEANS,
December 1 J, 186 i.

Respectfully forwarded.
The most particular instructions have been repeatedly given on the

subject of the performance of picket and outpost duty. Doctor Monroe 1

is very tender in his description of this affair. I have made careful

inquiry into the matter, and am assured that Lieutenant Tefft, after

having felt himself compelled to return in consequence of a force re

ported in his front too large &quot;to cope with, made a halt at Doyal s plan
tation, a point most open to attack of any in that region, allowed all

his men and horses to feed at the same time, set no pickets on any of the

roads converging to that point, and placed himself there in the power
of the enemy in violation of common sense, his duties as an officer, and

particularly all instructions, which have been frequent on the subject.
1 recommend that this officer be at once dismissed the service. It is
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going to require something more than the slow and uncertain process
of a court-martial to restore to the regiments (of which this is one)
demoralized by the Red Kiver campaign that military industry and
virtue without which success is not only uncertain, but even security.

T. W. SHERMAN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

NOVEMBER 29, 1864. Attack on the steamer Alamo, on the Arkansas
River, near Dardanelle, Ark.

Report of Second Lieut. John T. 8. Fry, Fortieth Iowa Infantry,

HDQRS. DETACHMENT FORTIETH IOWA VOLS.,
On Board Steamer Alamo, Strayhorn s Landing, Ark.,

November 30, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to submit the following report of an engage
ment with the enemy on the 29th instant between a detail of thirty
men of the Fortieth Iowa Volunteers as guards on steamer Alamo to

Fort Smith, under my command, and a detachment of rebel cavalry
commanded by Col. Robert C. Newton :

About 2 p. in. yesterday, when about two miles and a half above

Dardanelle, the enemy appeared in considerable force on an elevated

position on the south side of the Arkansas River, dismounted, and
when within about 150 yards commenced tiring. They followed us
about six miles, keeping up an incessant lire. My men, protected by
breast-works made of oat sacks, returned the fire with coolness and
deliberation. The captain of the boat informing me that we were ap
proaching a bar that could not be crossed without difficulty, I ordered
the boat to be landed on the opposite shore. Just as we were about to

laud some one of the rebels, supposed to be an officer, came within

speaking distance and demanded surrender. To this demand a nega
tive reply was given. After lauding occasional shots were exchanged
for about an hour, and then the firing ceased. The enemy encamped
last night opposite the boat, but withdrew early this morning. After
their departure I visited the opposite shore and ascertained from citi

zens that we had been fighting Colonel Newton s cavalry regiment,
about 250 or 300 strong, and that they lost 2 men killed and 1 wounded;
also, had 2 horses killed; I saw the graves of the killed. The boat
was literally riddled with bullets. No less than eighty-seven balls

struck the boat on a line with the pilot-house. The detachment under

my command is composed of details from all the companies except A.

My only trouble was to keep the men from exposing themselves to the
fire of the enemy. Nothing but the protection afforded by the oat sacks
saved my little command, one and all of whom, as well as the officers of

the boat, deserve great praise for their conduct on this occasion. No
serious casualty occurred to any of the men of my command. Private
Charles S. Powers, Company I, narrowly escaped, a ball passing
through his hair; Private Thomas Jeffers, Company D, was hit in the
side by a spent ball that glanced from a stanchion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN T. S. FRY,

Second Lieut. Company C, Commanding Detachment.

Lieut. L. A. DUNCAN,
Adjutant Fortieth loica.



948 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LETT.

NOVEMBER 29, 1864. Engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

.REPORTS.*

No. 1. Col. John M. Chivington, First Colorado Cavalry, commanding expedition.
No. 2. Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Colorado Cavalry.
No. 3. Lieut. Judson J. Kennedy, First Colorado Cavalry.
No. 4. Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Colorado Cavalry.
No. 5. Col. George L. Shoup. Third Colorado Cavalry.
No. 6. Lieut. Col. Leavitt L. Bowen. Third Colorado Cavalry.
No. 7. Maj. Hal Sayr, Third Colorado Cavalry.
No. 8. Capt. Theodore G. Cree, Third Colorado Cavalry.
No. 9. Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry, of an investigation of

Indian affairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyou, Colo. Ter.

No. 1.

Reports of Col. John M. Chivington, First Colorado Cavalry, commanding
expedition.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO,
In the Field, Cheyenne County, South Bend of Big Sandy,

November
2!)] 180-1.

In the last ten days my command lias marched 300 miles, 100 of which
the snow was two feet deep. After a march of forty miles last night I,

at daylight this morning, attacked Cheyenne village of 130 lodges, from
900 to 1,000 warriors strong ;

killed Chiefs Black Kettle, White Antelopes
Knock Knee, and Little Kobe [Little Raven], and between -400 and 500
other Indians, and captured as many ponies and mules. Our loss [was]

killed, 38 wounded. All did nobly. Think I will catch some more of
them eighty miles, on Smoky Hill. Found white man s scalp, not more
than three days old, in one of lodges.

J. M. CHIVINGTON,
Col., Comdy. First Dint, of Colo, and First Indian Expedition.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Fort Leavemvorth, Department of Kansas.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO,
Denver, Colo. Ter., December 16, 1864.

GENERAL : I have the honor to transmit the following report of oper
ations of the Indian expedition under my command, of which brief
notice was given you by my telegram of November L9, 1804 :

Having ascertained that the hostile Indians had proceeded south
from the Platte and were almost within striking distance of Fort Lyon,
I ordered Col. George L. Shoup, Third Regiment Colorado Volunteer

Cavalry. 100-days service, to proceed with the mounted men of his

regiment in that direction. On November 20 I left Denver, and at

Booneville, Colo. Ter., on the 24th of November, joined and took com
mand in person of the expedition, which had been increased by battal

ion First Cavalry of Colorado, consisting of detachments of Companies
C, E, and H. I proceeded with the utmost caution down the Arkansas

River, and on the morning of the 28th ultimo arrived at Fort Lyou, to

* See also Vol. 3 of the Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War,
at the Second Session, Thirty-eighth Congress, 1865.
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the surprise of the garrison of that post. On the same evening I

resumed my march, being joined by Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Cav
alry of Colorado, with 125 men of said regiment, consisting of detach
ments of Companies D, G&amp;gt;

and K, with two howitzers. The command
then proceeded in a northeasterly direction, traveling all night, and
at daylight of 29th November striking. Sand Creek, about forty miles
from Fort LY.OU. Here was discovered an Indian village of 130 lodges,
comprised of Black Kettle s band of Cheyennes and eight lodges of

Arapahoes with Left Hand. My line of battle was formed with
Lieutenant Wilson s battalion, First Regiment, numbering about

men, on the right; Colonel Shoup s (Third) regiment, numbering
about 450 men, in the center, and Major Anthony s battalion, number
ing 125 men, First Regiment, on the left. The attack was immediately
made upon the Indian camp by Lieutenant Wilson, who dashed for

ward, cutting the enemy off from their herd, and driving them out of
their camp, which was subsequently destroyed. The Indians, number
ing from 900 to 1,000, though taken by surprise, speedily rallied and
formed a line of battle across the creek, about three-fourths of a mile
above the village, stubbornly contesting every inch of ground. The
commands of Colonel Shoup and Major Anthony pressed rapidly for

ward and attacked the enemy sharply, and the engagement became
general, we constantly driving the Indians, who fell back from one posi
tion to another for five miles, and finally abandoned resistance and dis

persed in all directions, and were pursued by my troops until night-fall.
It may perhaps be unnecessary for me to state that I captured no pris
oners. Between 500 and 600 Indians were left dead upon the ground;
about 550 ponies, mules, and horses were captured, and all their lodges
were destroyed, the contents of which have served to supply the com
mand with an abundance of trophies, comprising the paraphernalia of
Indian warfare and life. My loss was 8 killed on the field and 40

wounded, of which two have since died. Of the conduct of the Third

Regiment, 100-days service, I have to say that they well sustained the

reputation of our Colorado troops for bravery and effectiveness, were
well commanded by their gallant young colonel, George L. Shoup, ably
assisted by Lieut. Col. L. L. Boweu, Maj. Hal Sayr, and Capt. Theo
dore G. Cree, commanding First, Second, and Third Battalions of that

regiment. Of the conduct of the two battalions of the First Regiment
I have but to remark that they sustained their reputation as second
to none, and were ably handled by their commanders, Major Anthony,
Lieutenant Wilson, and Lieut. Clark Dunn, upon whom the command
devolved after the disabling of Lieutenant Wilson from wounds received.

Night coming on the pursuit of the Hying Indians was of necessity
abandoned and my command encamped within sight of the field.

On the 1st instant, having sent the wounded and dead to FortLyou,
the first to be cared for, the last to be buried upon our own soil, I re

sumed the pursuit in direction of Camp Wyukoop, on the Arkansas
River, marching all night of 3d and 4th instant, in hopes of overtaking
a large encampment of Arapahoes and Cheyennes under Little Robe
[Little Raven), but the enemy had been apprised of my advance, and on
the morning of the 5th instant, at 3 o clock, precipitately broke camp and
tied. My stock was exhausted. For 100 miles the snow had been two
feet deep, and for the previous fifteen days (excepting on November 29
and 30) the marches had been forced and incessant. Lrnder these cir

cumstances, and the fact of the time of the Third Regiment being
nearly out, I determined for the present to relinquish the pursuit. Of
the effect of the punishment sustained by the Indians you will be the
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judge. Their chiefs, Black Kettle, White Antelope, One Eye, and
Knock Knee were among the killed, and their bands almost annihilated.
I was shown the scalp of a white man found in one of the lodges, which
could not have been taken more than two or three days previous.
For full particulars and reports of the several commanders, I respect
fully refer you to the following copies herewith inclosed : Col. George
L. Slump, Third Regiment, December 6, 1864; Col. George L. Shoup,
Third Regiment, December 7, 1864; Lieut. Col. L. L. Bowen, Third

Regiment, November 30, 1864; Maj. Hal Sayr, Third Regiment, De
cember 6, 1864; Capt. Theodore G. Cree, Third Regiment, Decem
ber 6, 1864; Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Regiment, December 1, 1864;
Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Regiment, November 30, 1864; Lieut. J. J.

Kennedy, First Regiment, November 30, 1864.

If all companies of the First Cavalry of Colorado, and the Elev
enth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, stationed at posts and camps near here,
were ordered to report to me, I could organize a campaign which, in my
judgment, would effectually rid the country between the Platte and
Arkansas Rivers of these red rebels. I would respectfully request to

be informed, if another campaign should be authorized from here,
whether 1 could employ JOO or 200 friendly Utes (Indians), furnishing
them subsistence, arms, and ammunition for the campaign.

I cannot conclude this report without saying that the conduct of

Capt. Silas S. Soule, Company D, First Cavalry of Colorado, was at

least ill-advised, he saying that he thanked God that he had killed no

Indians, and like expressions, proving him more in sympathy with those
Indians than with the whites. The evidence is most conclusive that
these Indians are the worst that have infested the routes on the Platte
and Arkansas Rivers during the last spring and summer. Amongst
the stock captured were the horses and mules taken by them from Lieu
tenant Chase, First Cavalry of Colorado, last September; several

scalps of white men and women were found in their lodges; also vari

ous articles of clothing belonging to white persons. On every hand
the evidence was clear that no lick was struck amiss.

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,
J. M. CHIVINGTON,

Colonel First Car. of Colorado, Comdy. Dint, of Colorado.

Maj. Gen. S. R. CURTIS,
Commanding Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth.

ADDENDA.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO,
In the Field, South Bend of Big Sandy, Colo. Ter.,

November 29, 1864.

Messrs. BEYERS and DAILEY,
Editors News, Denver, Colo. Ter. :

SIRS : I have not the time to give you a detailed history of our engage
ment of to-day, or to mention those officers and men who distinguished
themselves in one of the most bloody battles ever fought on these

plains. You will find inclosed the report of my surgeon-in-chief, which
will bring to many anxious friends the sad fate of loved ones, who are
and have been risking everything to avenge the horrid deeds of those

savages we have so severely handled. We made a forced march of forty
miles and surprised at break of day one of the most powerful villages
of the Cheyenne Nation, captured over 500 animals, killing the cele

brated chiefs, One Eye, White Antelope, Knock Knee, Black Kettle, and
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Little Kobe
|

Little Kaven
j,
and about 500 of their people, destroying all

their lodges and equipage, making almost an entire annihilation of the
entire tribe. I shall leave here as soon as I can see our wounded safely
on the way to the hospital at Fort Lyon for the villages of the Sioux,
which are reported about eighty miles from here on the Smoky Hill, and

reported 3,000 strong, so look out for more fighting. I will state, for the
consideration of gentlemen who are opposed to fighting these red scoun
drels, that I was shown by chief surgeon the scalp of a white man taken
from the lodge of one of the chiefs, which could not have been more
than two or three days taken, and I could mention many more things
to show how these Indians that have been drawing Government rations
at Fort Lyon are and have been acting.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J.M.CHIVINGTON,
Col., Comdtj. Dist. of Colorado and Firxt Indian Expedition.

Reports of Maj. Scott J. Anthony, Firxt Colorado Cavalry.

HDQRS. BATTALION FIRST CAVALRY OF COLORADO,
In the Field, December 1, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report that I left Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.,
with detachment from Companies J), (x, and K, First Cavalry of Colo

rado, numbering 125 men, and two howitzers, joined Colonel Chiving-
ton s brigade one mile below Fort Lyon at 8 p. in. November 28, pro
ceeded with his command on Indian expedition, in a northeasterly
direction, striking Sand Creek at daylight of the 29th November forty
miles from Fort Lyou, when we came upon a herd of Indian horses;
was sent forward with my battalion to capture the stock. After pro
ceeding about one mile came in sight of an Indian camp some two
miles farther; immediately sent word to colonel commanding that an
Indian camp was in sight, and proceeded with my command in the
direction of the camp, which I reached just before sunrise. Found
Lieutenant Wilson with a detachment of the First Cavalry of Colorado

upon the right and south of the camp, and Lieutenant Dunn with a
detachment of First Cavalry of Colorado, posted upon the west bank of

Sand Creek, and opposite the camp, both commanders keeping up a
brisk fire upon the camp; upon my nearing the camp upon the west
side was attacked by a small force of Indians posted behind the bank
of the creek, who commenced firing upon me with arrows. My com
mand immediately opened fire upon the Indians, who had collected

upon the opposite side of camp. Colonel Chivington coming up at this

time, with Colonel Shoup s regiment, Third Colorado Cavalry, and two
howitzers, charged through the camp, driving the Indians completely
out of their camp and into the creek to the northward, where they took

up positions under the bank and in holes, or rifle-pits, dug in the sand.
The fighting now became general. The Indians fought desperately,
apparently resolved to die upon that ground, but to injure us as much as

possible before being killed. We fought them for about six hours along
the creek for five miles. The loss to my command was 1 killed and 3

wounded. The loss to the entire command, 10 killed and 40 wounded.
Lieutenant Baldwin, commanding the section of howitzers attached to

my battalion, had a fine private horse shot from under him. Sevren
horses were killed from mv command. The loss to the Indians was
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about 500 killed, some GOO ponies, 130 lodges, with a large quantity of
buffalo robes, aud their entire camp equipage. The camp proved to be
of Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians, aud numbered about 1,100 per
sons, under the leadership of Black Kettle (head chief of the Cheyenne
tribe). Black Kettle and three other chiefs were killed. All the com
mand fought well, and observed all orders given them. We camped upon
the ground occupied by the Indians the day before, destroyed the entire

cam]) of the Indians, and then pushed rapidly in a southerly direction,
in pursuit of Little Raven s camp of Arapahoes, reported to be on
Arkansas River.

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,
SCOTT J. ANTHONY,

Major First Cavalry of Colorado, CommandiiHj Battalion.

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., December 2, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that 1 left this post (in company
with Colonel Chivingtou s brigade) November 28 at 8 p. m., with 128
men of the First Cavalry of Colorado and two mountain howitzers.
After a march of forty miles we found a cam]) of Cheyenne and Arap
ahoe Indians and attacked them at daylight on the 29th. We captured
from 500 to 000 head of stock, all their lodges and camp, and killed
between 400 and 500 Indians. Our loss is 10 killed and 3 commissioned
officers and 37 men wounded. The tight was very severe and lasted six
hours. The dead Indians are strewn over about six miles. This has
certainly been the most bloody and hard-fought Indian battle that
has ever occurred on these plains. I have this day returned to Fort

Lyon with the dead and wounded, and shall immediately rejoin Col
onel Chivingtou s brigade, which is now moving toward the Arapahoe
camp, on the Arkansas. The direction proposed to be taken afterward
is to rind the remainder of the Cheyennes, on Smoky Hill, and a band
of Sioux reported to be in that neighborhood. The command will prob
ably, fifteen days from this, be near Fort Larned, Kans., when 1 may
be able to make more detailed report.

In the meantime I have the honor to remain, most respectfully, your
obedient servant,

SCOTT J. ANTHONY,
Major First Cavalry of Colorado.

Lieut. A. HELLIWELL,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

I came to this post in considerable of a hurry. Told the adjutant to

make the above report. Would have written more in detail, but for

want of time. Am ordered to rejoin Colonel Chivington s brigade at
once. Shall fight the balance of the Arapahoes before morning, I

think. Colonel C. has a portion of the Third Regiment Colorado Cav
alry with him. This regiment is 100-days men. Their time expires in

twenty days. We shall be greatly in need of troops when his command
leaves. Our acting assistant surgeon has a large number of sick and
wounded on his hands; too much for one good surgeon to attend to.

Our present surgeon is incompetent to take charge of this hospital
w^heu no wounded are here, and has been so reported by the district

medical director. Do try and send us a surgeon as soon as circum
stances will admit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SCOTT J. ANTHONY,

Major First Car. of Colo., Comdy. Detach. First Cav. of Colo.
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HEADQUARTERS FORT LYON, COLO. TER.,
December 15, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report, in addition to my last report, that I

rejoined Colonel Chivingtoirs command sixty-five miles below this post
on the morning of the 1st instant, having- left this post at 11 p. in. the

dayprevions; found him encamped on the bank of the river, where we
remained until next day at 2 o clock, when we learned through pas
sengers on the Lamed coach that a baud of Indians was only fifteen

miles below us. The command immediately broke camp, moved down
seventeen miles and encamped at a point where the Indians had been

encamped the previous night. Remained in camp until 11 p. in., when
scouts brought in reports of Indians fifteen miles below. Broke camp
at 2 a. in. of the 3d instant and at daybreak came upon their old cainp,
which they had evidently left but a few hours previous, as was evi

denced by their scattered lodge poles and cooking utensils, which were
strewn along their trail for several miles. The Indians could not have
been more than five miles in advance of us and were striking toward
the head of Pawnee Fork, when we were ordered to return to the
Arkansas River, where we lay encamped two days until our transporta
tion came down, and were then ordered to return to Fort Lyon, where
my command arrived on the llth instant. Colonel Chivington passed
the 10th instant en route for Denver, Colo. Ter., leaving Colonel Shoup
in command. Colonel Shoup with his command passed on the 12th
instant en route to Denver, leaving his sick and wounded in the hos

pital at this post. 1 am now of the same opinion that I was when
reporting on the 25th November. I then thought that it would not
be policy to fight these Indians who were suing for peace until there
was a force sufficient to penetrate into their stronghold on the Smoky
Hill and follow them up until they were completely humbled. I was
attempting to keep those in this vicinity quiet until more troops could
arrive, although I would not permit them to come within the post. Had
fired upon several who had attempted it and had given strict instruc
tions to the guard to permit no Indians to enter the post.

I am of the. opinion now that the road and the settlements above us
are in worse condition than before the arrival of Colonel Chivingtou s

command. There was a force sufficient at the post to have totally anni
hilated the band that we attacked on the 29th at Sand Creek, but as I did
not consider it policy for the present had delayed. I now regret exceed

ingly that Colonel Chivingtou s command could not have pursued the
Indians farther. We were not to exceed from two to three days march
from the main hostile Indian cam]), and, I think, with a force sufficient

to have whipped them. The command must have had seventy wagons
for 700 men. The weather fine for this season of the year; the proper
time of year for an Indian campaign, and the moon in the right stage
for forced night marches across the plains, and the Indians entirely
without the knowledge of the increased force. I sincerely regret that
so good an opportunity was lost to follow the Indians up. The Indians
after they once commenced resisting us at Sand Creek fought with

desperation. They evidently expected to be killed, and were resolved
to do us all the injury possible before losing their lives. Some of them
dug holes or rifie-pits in the sand where they would secrete themselves
and fire upon us until they were killed. I saw at one time three
Indians charge not less than 150 men. They came within forty yards,
firing their revolvers and arrows until they were shot down. One
squaw was attempting to escape with her two children when she was
shot down, but before she died drew her knife and cut the throats of
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her children. The Indians did not scalp our killed, but our men must
have scalped 100 of theirs. One prisoner (half breed), son of John S.

Smith, Indian interpreter, was taken and afterward killed in camp.
One other prisoner, Charles Bent (son of Col. William Bent), was taken,
and sent to this post, where he is now confined. The massacre was a
terrible one and such a one as each of the hostile tribes on the plains
richly deserve. I think one such visitation to each hostile tribe would
forever put an end to Indian war on the plains, and I regret exceedingly
that this punishment could not have fallen upon some other band.
The estimate is variously made at from 200 to 500 Indians killed, 130

lodges destroyed, with all their cooking utensils, and about J550 ponies
captured, and about 200 buffalo robes. Of the ponies 407 were turned
in to the acting assistant quartermaster at this post and afterward
taken by Colonel Slump to Denver. About 225 were run off from the
herd toward New Mexico by some parties with the command, sixty were
found seventy miles up the river and returned to Colonel Shoup s com
mand. The buffalo robes were mostly used for our wounded on the
field. None of them are, however, in the hospital now. 1 suppose
they were all taken to Denver. I shall look with some anxiety for
more troops to arrive, prepared to visit the main camp of the Sioux
and Cheyennes. Until that time shall continue to furnish escorts and
to protect the trains traveling over the roads until further orders. 1

now have five parties out on scouts or escorts. Indian signs have been
seen within twenty-five miles of the post for the last two days. Indians
evidently traveling north toward the Smoky Hill or trying to ascertain
whether or not it will be prudent for them to molest the road for the

present. They are evidently trying to ascertain the strength of this

garrison.
1 have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,

SCOTT J. ANTHONY,
Major First Cavalry of Colorado, Commanding Post.

Lieut. J. E. TAPPAN,
Act(j. Aunt. Adjt. Gen., Dist. Upper Ark.. Fort Riley, Kan a.

Report of Lieut. Jndson J. Kennedy, First Colorado Cavalry.

HDQRS. COMPANY C, FIRST COLORADO CAVALRY,
Camp Nouth Bend of Biff /Sandy, November 30, 18(14.

COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of Com
pany C, First Cavalry of Colorado, on an expedition against the Chey
enne Indians:

In pursuance of Special Orders from headquarters District of Colo

rado, No. 132, of November 13, 1804, 1 left Camp Wheeler, Colo. Ter.,
on the 20th of November, 18(54, with forty-two men of Company C,
First Cavalry of Colorado, en route for Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., a dis
tance of 240 miles, at which place I arrived on the 28th of November,
18(54. I left Fort Lyon at 8 p. m. the same day with thirty-five men of

Company C, under command of First Lieut. Luther Wilson, com
manding battalion First Cavalry of Colorado. Made a march of

forty miles to south bend of Big Sandy, Colo. Ter., at which place I

arrived a little after daybreak on the morning of the 29th, \vhere we
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came upon a large village of hostile Cheyenne Indians, numbering from
900 to 1,000, which we immediately attacked, after which a general
engagement ensued, which lasted until 3 p. in., and in which the In
dians were defeated and nearly annihilated, after which we returned to

the Indian village, which we helped to destroy, and then went into

camp. I had 1 private (Oliver Pierson) mortally wounded (who has
since died), 2 privates (August Mettge and John B. Calhoun) severely
wounded; Sergt. M. H. Linnell. Saddler Elias South, and Privates
C. J. Ballon, and William Boyles. slightly wounded. Aud I would
most respectfully acknowledge to the colonel commanding the services
rendered by my platoon commanders, Sergts. John O. Turner and M. H.
Liunell; also recommend them for their bravery through the entire

engagement.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. KENNEDY,
Second Lieut., First Carairy of Colorado, Comdy. Company C.

[Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON.)

No. 4.

. Report of Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Colorado Cavalry.

HDQRS. COMPANY E, FIRST CAVALRY OF COLORADO,
Camp Ho H tit- Bend of Hiy Handy, Colo. Tcr., November 30, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the. honor to make the following report of Com
pany E, First Cavalry of Colorado, on an expedition against Indians:
On the 25th instant 1 left Camp Fillmore, with my company, pur

suant to Special Orders No. 3, headquarters District of Colorado, dated
in the field, November 23, 18(&amp;gt;4. 1 joined the column, then in the field,

the same evening at Spring Bottom, thirty miles distant. I continued
the march next day under command of Lieutenant Wilson, command
ing battalion of First Cavalry of Colorado. We reached Fort Lyon,
seventy miles farther down the Arkansas, on the 28th instant, about
noon. About 7 o clock the same evening I started from that place with

eighteen men of my company, taking three days cooked rations on our

horses, and traveled in a northeasterly course till daylight next morn
ing, traveling forty miles. At daylight we came in sight of a large
village of hostile Indians (Cheyennes and Arapahoes), numbering 000
or 1,000, nearly two miles north of us. We immediately proceeded to

the attack by moving down a small ravine and making a charge on the

village from the north side, taking the Indians completely by surprise.

They rallied immediately, and the engagement became general and
lasted till afternoon, when they were utterly routed and half their num
ber left dead on the held. We continued the pursuit till 3 p. m., when,
our horses being much fatigued and our ammunition nearly exhausted,
we returned to the village, which we helped to destroy, and then went
into camp for the night. I lost no men killed, and but 2 wounded.

Sergeant Jackson had his hip broken, and Private Mullwas shot through
the leg.

1 am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant^
CLARK DUNN,

First Lieut., First Car. of Colo., Commanding Company E.

Col. J. M. CllIVINGTON,
First Cavalry of Colorado.
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No. 5.

Report &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f

Col. Georye L. Shoup, Third Colorado Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD COLORADO CAVALRY,
In the Field, December 7, 1864.

DEAR SIR : 1 have the honor to report the part taken by my regiment,
Third Colorado Cavalry, in the engagement with the Indians on Sand
Creek, forty miles north of Fort Lyoii, Colo. Ter., November 29, 1804:

I brought my regiment into action at sunrise. The first order given
was to Capt. John McCannon, Company I, to cut oft the Indians from
their ponies on the south side of the village. This order was obeyed
with great celerity and success. Captain MeCannon captured about
200 ponies at the first dash, but being closely pressed by hundreds of
Indians sent the ponies to the rear and opened a terrible and wither

ing fire on the Indians, completely checking them, killing many and
causing them to retreat up Sand Creek. Capt. O. II. P. Baxter! with
his company ((J), was sent to re enforce Captain McCannon. The two
companies then fought the Indians up the south side of the creek for

about two miles. At this point many of the Indians took refuge in the
banks of the creek, where they had prepared rifle-pits. Captain Mc-
Caunon, with his company, remained at this place until late in the
afternoon and was the last to leave the field of battle. His brave com
pany killed 2&amp;lt;i Indians in one pit and must have killed 50 or more dur
ing the engagement. Company (r, led by Captain Baxter and Lieuten
ant Templeton, pursued the demoralized and flying savages to the
south and west, killing upward of 20 Indians. Lieut. W. E. (Irinnell,
with a detachment of twenty-one men of Company K, fought during
part of the engagement on the southwest side of the battle-field. This
brave little detachment deserve honorable mention for their gallant
conduct on the field. They lost one-fifth of their men in killed and
wounded. At the opening of the engagement I led about 400 of my
men up the north side of the creek and engaged the main body of the

Indians, who were retreating to the west. I dismounted my men and
fought them for some time on foot. At this point Captain Talbot, of

Company M, fell severely wounded while bravely leading his men in

a charge on a body of Indians who had taken refuge under the banks
on the north side of the creek. Here a terrible hand-to-hand encoun
ter ensued between the Indians and Captain Talbot s men and others
who had rushed forward to their aid, the Indians trying to secure the

scalp of Captain Talbot. I think the hardest fighting of the day oc
curred at this point, some of our men fighting with clubbed muskets,
the First and Third Colorado llegiments fighting side by side, each

trying to excel in bravery and each ambitious to kill at least one In
dian. Many valuable lives of officers and men were saved by the

bravery of others just as the fatal knife was raised to perform its work
of death.

Early in the engagement Captain Nichols, with his company (D),
pursued a band of Indians that were trying to escape to the northeast.
He overtook and punished them severely, killing 25 or 30 and capturing
some ponies. Other companies of my regiment fought with zeal and
bravery, but after 10 a. in. the battle became so general and covered
so wide a field that it became necessary to divide my command into
small detachments, sending them in all directions to pursue the flying
Indians. 1 am told by my officers and men that some of their comrades
engaged the Indians in close combat. I am satisfied from iny own obser



CHAP. Lin.] ENGAGEMENT ON SAND CREEK, COLO. TER. 957

vatioh that the historian will search in vain for braver deeds than were
committed on that field of battle. My loss is 9 men killed, 1 missing,
supposed to be killed, and 44 wounded. Capt. Presley Talbot and Lieut.
C. H. Hawley are the only officers wounded of my regiment. Captain
Talbot in left side and Lieutenant Hawley in shoulder.

Inclosed herewith you will find copy of the reports of my battalion
commanders to me.

All of which is most respectfully submitted.
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

UEO. L. SHOUF.
Colonel Third Colorado Cavalry.

Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON.
Commanding District of Colorado.

No. 0.

Report of Lieut. Col. Learitt L. Boicen. Third Colorado Cavalry.

SAND CREEK, November 30, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to inclose to you the reports of the company
commanders of the First Battalion, commanded by myself, in the action
of yesterday. I fully indorse all contained in those reports. All be
haved well, each vying with the other as to who could do the enemy
the movst injury. This, I think, can truly be said of the whole regi
ment. I was in position during the action to see most of the regiment,
and did not see one coward. Permit me to congratulate you upon the

signal punishment meted out to the savages on yesterday,
u who so

ruthlessly have murdered our women and children. in the language of
the colonel commanding, although I regret the loss of so many brave
men. The Third Eegiment cannot any longer be called in Denver the
bloodless Third. From the most reliable information from actual count
and positions occupied I have no doubt that at least 150 Indians were
killed by my battalion. I cannot speak in terms of too high praise of
the conduct of all the officers and men under my command. The war
flag of this band of Cheyennes is in my possession, presented by Stephen
1). Decatur, commissary sergeant, Company C. who acted as my battal
ion adjutant.

Very respectfully,
LEAVITT L. JBOWEN,

Lieut. Col. Third Colorado Cavalry, Comda. First Battalion.

Col. GEORGE L. SHOUP.
Commanding Third Reynuent Colorado Cavalry.

No. 7.

Report of Maj. Hal tiayr, Third Colorado Cavalry.

CAMP, December 6
,
1S64.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by my battalion in the action of November 29. on Sand ( reek:

Battalion consisted of Company B. Capt. H. M. Orahood, First Lieut.

Charles H. Hawley, Second Lieut. Harry Richmond, and 04 men
5
Com-
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pany I, Capt. John McCanuou, First Lieut. Thomas J. Davis, and 53

men
; Company G, Capt. O. H. P. Baxter. Second Lieut. A. J. Temple-

ton, and 40 men; Company K, Lieut. W. E. Grinnell, and 21 men, mak
ing a total of 178 men. Company 1 was sent at the beginning of the

action to the west of the field, where they remained during the day;
much of the time sustaining a heavy lire from the enemy, who were
secreted under a high bank on south side of Sand Creek. This com
pany did good service in preventing the escape of the Indians to the

west. Companies B, G, and K moved across the creek and went into

the action on the north side of the creek and west of the Indian town,
where they remained for several hours, doing good service while under
a heavy tire from the enemy who were concealed in rifle-pits in the bed
of the creek. The action became general and lasted from 0.30 a. in.

until 1 p. m.. when the companies divided into small squads and went
in pursuit of the Indians, who were now flying in every direction across

the prairies, and were pursued until dark. Both officers and men con

ducted themselves bravely. The number of Indians killed by the bat

talion, as estimated by company commanders, is about 175 to 200.

Casualties: Company B, Lieutenant Ilawley wounded in shoulder;
Private Manion wounded in thigh. Company I, 3 killed, 3 wounded.

Company G, none killed or wounded. Company K, 2 killed and 2

wounded; making a total of 5 killed and 7 wounded.

Hoping the above will meet your approval, I am, colonel, very respect

fully, &c., HAL SAYK,
Major, Comdy. Second Batt., Third Colorado Cavalry,

Col. GEORGE L. SHOUP,
CoHfinanding Third Colorado Cavalry.

Report of Capt. Theodore (r. Crcc. Third Colorado Cavalry.

CAMP SKEDADDLE, December 6, 1864.

SIR : I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Third
Battalion in the tight of the 29th November. They first formed on the

left of the regiment in the rear of the village; then moved upon the

right bank of the creek near one-half mile; then dismounted and

fought the redskins about one hour, where the boys behaved like vet

eran s. After finding that we had done all the good that we could do

there, I moved Companies D and K (Company F having gone with
Colonel Bowen s battalion) and moved to the right across the hill for

the purpose of killing Indians that were making their escape to the

right of the command, in which movement we succeeded in killing

many. I then made a detail from Company 1&amp;gt; of fifteen men and sent

them to capture twenty ponies, which I could see some four miles to

the right of the village, but before they had reached the ponies some

twenty Indians attacked them, when a tierce fight ensued, in which
Private McFarland was killed in a hand-to-hand engagement. But
like true soldiers the boys stood their ground, killing 5 Indians and

wounding several others. The Indians finding it rather warm to be

healthy, they left. The boys pursued them some eight or ten miles, and

finding that they could [not] overtake them (returned], bringing with

them the ponies they were sent for. I then returned with them to the
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village to take care of the killed and wounded companions. Company
E lost 1 killed and 1 wounded; Company F, 1 &quot;wounded

j Company D,
2 killed and 1 wounded.
As for the bravery displayed by any one in particular, I have no dis

tinction to make. All I can say for officers and men is that they all

behaved well and won for themselves a name that will be remembered
for ages to come. The number of Indians killed by my battalion is 60.

I am, colonel, yours, truly,
T. G. CREE,

Captain, Commanding Third Bait., Third Colorado Cav.

Col. GEORGE L. SHOUP.

Xo. 9.

Report of Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry, of an
investigation of Indian affairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyon. Colo.
Ter.

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 15, 1865.

SIR : In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 43, headquarters District of

Upper Arkansas, directing me to assume command of Fort Lyon, as
well as to investigate and immediately report in regard to late Indian

proceedings in this vicinity, I have the honor to state that I arrived
at this post on the evening of the 14th of January, 1865, assumed com
mand on the morning of the loth of January, 1865, and the result of

my investigation is as follows, viz:

As explanatory, I beg respectfully to state that while formerly in

command of this post, on the 4th day of September, 1864, and
after certain hostilities on the part of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe
Indians, induced, as I have had ample proof, by the overt acts
of white men, three Indians (Cheyennes) were brought as prisoners
to me, who had, been found coming toward the post, and who had
in their possession a letter written, as I ascertained afterward, by a
half-breed in the Cheyenne camp as coming from Black Kettle and
other prominent chiefs of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Nations, the pur
port of which was that they desired peace, had never desired to be at
war with the whites, &e., as well as stating that they had in their pos
session some white prisoners, women and children, whom they were
willing to deliver up provided that peace was granted them. Knowing
that it was not in my power to insure and offer them the peace for

which they sued, but at the same time anxious, if possible, to accom
plish the rescue of the white prisoners in their possession, 1 finally con
cluded to risk an expedition with the command I could raise (num
bering 127 men) to their rendezvous, where, I was informed, they were
congregated to the number of 2,000, and endeavor by some means to

procure the aforesaid white prisoners, and to be governed in my course
in accomplishing the same entirely by circumstances. Having formerly
made lengthy reports in regard to the details of my expedition, 1 have
but to say that I succeeded procured four white captives from the
hands of these Indians simply giving them in return a pledge that I

would endeavor to procure for them the peace for which they so anx
iously sued, feeling that under the proclamation issued by John Evans,
Governor of Colorado and superintendent of Indian affairs (a copy of
which becomes a portion of this report), even if not by virtue of my
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position as a U. S. officer, highest in authority in the country, included
within the bounds prescribed as the country of the Arapahoe and
Cheyenne Nations, that I could offer them protection until such time as
some measures might be taken by those higher in authority than
myself in regard to them. I took with me seven of the principal
chiefs, including Black Kettle, to Denver City, for the purpose of

allowing them an interview with the Governor of Colorado, by that
means making a mistake, of which I have since become painfully aware
that of proceeding with chiefs to the Governor of Colorado Territory,
instead of to the headquarters of my district to my commanding officer.

In the consultation with Governor Evans the matter was referred

entirely to the military authorities. Col. J. M. Chivington, at that time
commander of the District of Colorado, was present at the council held
with these Indian chiefs, and told them that the whole matter was
referred to myself, who would act toward them according to the best
of my judgment until such time as I could receive instructions from
the proper authorities. Returning to Fort Lyon I allowed the Indians
to bring their villages to the vicinity of the post, including their squaws
and papooses, and in such a position that I could at any moment with
the garrison I had have annihilated them had they given any evidence
of hostility of any kind in any quarter. I then immediately dispatched
my adjutant, Lieut. W. W. Denison, with a full statement to the com
manding general of the department asking for instructions, but in the
meanwhile various false rumors having reached district headquarters
in regard to my course I was relieved from the command of Fort Lyon
and ordered to report at headquarters. Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First

Cavalry of Colorado, who had been ordered to assume command of Fort
Lyon previous to my departure, held a consultation with the chiefs in

my presence and told them that, though acting under strict orders,
under the circumstances he could not materially differ from the course
which 1 had adopted, and allowed them to remain in the vicinity of the

post with their families, assuring them perfect safety until such time
as positive orders should be received from headquarters in regard to
them. I left the post on the 25th day. of Xovember for the purpose of

reporting at district headquarters. On the second day after leaving
Fort Lyon, while on the plains, I was approached by three Indians, one
of whom stated to me that he had been sent by Black Kettle to warn
me that about 200 Sioux Avarriors had proceeded down the road be
tween where I was and Fort Larned to make war, and desired that I

should be careful another evidence of these Indians good faith. All
of his statement proved afterward to be correct. Having an escort
of twenty-eight men, I proceeded on my way, but did not happen to
fall in with them. From evidence of officers at this post I understand
that on the 27th day of November, 18(54, Col. J. M. Chivington, with the
Third Kegiment of Colorado Cavalry (100-days men) and a battalion
of the First Colorado Cavalry, arrived at Fort Lyon, ordered a portion
of the garrison to join him under the command of Maj. Scott J. Anthony,
and against the remonstrance of the officers of the post, who stated to
him the circumstances of which he was well aware, attacked the camp
of friendly Indians, the major portion of which were composed ofwomen
and children.

The affidavits which become a portion of this report will show more
particularly than I can state the full particulars of that massacre.

Every one of whom I have spoken to, either officer or soldier, agree in

the relation that the most fearful atrocities were committed that ever
was heard of. Women and children were killed and scalped, children
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shot at their mothers breasts, aiid all the bodies mutilated in the most
horrible manner. Numerous eye-witnesses have described scenes lo

me coming- under the eye of Colonel Cliivington of the most disgusting
and horrible character. The dead bodies of females profaned in such
a manner that the recital is sickening, Col. J. M. Chiviugton all the
lime inciting

1 his troops to these diabolical outrages. Previous to the

slaughter commencing he addressed his command, arousing- in them by
his language all their worst passions, urging them on to tiie work of

committing all these atrocities. Knowing himself all the circumstances
of these Indians, resting

1 on the assurances of protection from the (lov-

eniineiit given them by myself and JMaj. Scott J. Anthony, he kepi his

command in entire ignorance of the same, and when it was suggested
that such might be the case, he denied it positively, stating that they
were still continuing their depredations, and laid there, threatening- the
fort. -I beg leave to draw the attention of the colonel commanding to the
fact established by the inclosed affidavits that two-thirds or more of that
Indian village were women and children, and he is aware whether or not.
the Indians go to war taking with them their women and children. 1

desire also to state that Col. J. M. Chivington is not my superior officer,
but is a citizen mustered out of the U. S. service, and also that at the
time this inhuman monster committed this unprecedented atrocity he
was a citizen by reason of his term of service having expired, he having
lost his regulation command some months previous*.

Colonel Chivington reports officially that between 500 and tiOO Indians
were left dead upon the Held. I have been informed by Captain Booth,
district inspector, that he visited the Held and counted but sixty-nine
bodies, and by others who were present that but a few. if any, over that
number were killed, and that two-thirds of them were women and chil

dren. I beg leave to further state tor the information of the colonel com
manding that I have talked to every officer in Fort Lyon, and many
enlisted men, and that they unanimously agree that all the statements
1 have made in this report are correct.

In conclusion allow me to say that from the time I held the consulta
tion with the Indian chiefs on the headwaters of Smoky Hill up to

the date of the massacre by Colonel Chivington, not one single depre
dation had been committed by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians.

The settlers of the Arkansas Valley had returned to their ranches from
which they had tied, had taken in their crops and had been resting in

perfect security under assurances from myself that they would be in

no danger for the present, by that means saving the country from what
must inevitably become almost a famine, were they to lose their crops.
The lines of communication to the, States were opened and travel across

the plains rendered perfectly safe through the Cheyenne and Arapahoe
country. Since this last horrible murder by Colonel Chivington, the

country presents a scene of desolation : all communication is cut off

with the States except by sending large bodies of troops, and already
over 100 whites have fallen as victims to the fearful vengeance of these

betrayed Indians. All this country is ruined; there can be no such

thing as peace in the future, but by the total annihilation of all the

Indians on the plains. 1 have the most reliable information to the

effect that the Cheyennes and Arapahoes have allied themselves with
the Kiowas, Comanches, and Sioux, and are congregated to the num
ber of 5,000 or (J.OOO on the Smoky Hill. Let me also draw the atten

tion of the colonel commanding to the fact stated by affidavit that

John S. Smith. U. S. interpreter, a soldier, and citizen, were present, ill

(31 K R VOL XLI, rx i
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the Indian camp by permission of the commanding officer of this post,
another evidence to the fact of these same Indians being regarded a*

friendly, also that Colonel Chivington states in his official report that*

he fought from 900 to 1,000 Indians, and left from 500 to 600 dead

upon the field the sworn evidence being that there was but 500 souls

in the village, two-thirds of them being women and children, and that
there were but from 60 to 70 killed, the major portion of which were
women and children. It will take many more troops to give security
to travelers and settlers in this country, and to make any kind of suc
cessful warfare against these Indians. I am at work placing Fort

Lyon in a state of defense, having all, both citizens and soldiers, located

here, employed upon the works, and expect soon to have them com
pleted, and of such a nature that a comparatively small garrison can
hold the fort against any attack by Indians. Hoping that my report

may receive the particular attention of the colonel commanding, I

respectfully submit the same.
Your obedient servant,

E. \V. WYNKOOP,
Major, Comdg. First Colorado Vet. Cav. and Fort Lyon.

Lieut. J. E. TAPPAN,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Upper Arkansas.

[First indorsement.
|

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Kiley, February U, 1865.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters for the informa
tion of the general commanding.

JAS. H. FORD,
Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry, Commanding.

[Second indorsement.)

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
Saint Louis, February x$, 1865.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General ofthe army, through
headquarters Division of the Missouri.

G. M. DODGE,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Third indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI.
Saint Louis, March ;?, 1865.

The within papers and affidavits relating to the Chivingtou massacre
are forwarded for the information of the War Department.

JOHN POPE,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Fourth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY,
March 6, 1865.

Respectfullv forwarded to Adjutant-General s Office.

J. 0. KELTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Fifth indorsement.]

ADJUTANT-GENERAL S OFFICE,
March 8j 1865.

Kespectfidly submitted to the Secretary of War.
W. A. NICHOLS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Sixth indorsement.]

WAR DEPARTMENT,
March 11, 1865.

Keferred to the Judge-Advocate-General to report what action can
be taken to bring Colonel Chiviiigtou to punishment and justice.
By order of the Secretary of War :

C. A. DANA,
Assistant Secretary of War.

[Inclosure Xo. 1.]

COLORADO SUPERINTENDENT,
Denver, Colo. Ter., June 16, 1864.

Maj. S. G. COLLET,
Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.:

SIR : You will immediately make necessary arrangements for the feed

ing and support of all the friendly Indians of the Cheyenne and Arapa
hoe Indians at Fort Lyon, and direct the friendly Comanches and
Kiowas, if any, to remain at Fort Lamed. You will make a requisition
on the military commander of the post for subsistence for the friendly
Indians of his neighborhood. If no agent there to attend to this depu
tize some one to do it. These friendly bands must be collected at places
of rendezvousand all intercourse between them and tribes or individuals

engaged in warfare with us prohibited. This arrangement will tend to

withdraw from the conflict all who are not thoroughly identified with
the hostile movement, and by affording a safe refuge, will gradually
collect those who may become tired of war and desire peace. The war
is opened in earnest, and upon your efforts to keep quiet the friendly
as nucleus for peace will depend its duration to some extent at least.

You can send word to all these tribes to come as directed above, but do
not allow the families of those at war to be introduced into the friendly
camp. I have established a camp for our northern friendly bands on
Cache la Poudre, and as soon as my plan is approved by the military,
I will issue a proclamation to the Indians. Please spare no effort to

carry out this instruction, and keep me advised by every mail of the
situation.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
JNO. EVANS,

Governor and Ex Officio Supt. of Indian Affairs.

[Indosure No. 2.]

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Denver, Colo. Ter., June 29, 1864.

Maj. S. G. COLLEY,
U. S. Indian A.jent, Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. :

DEAR SIR: I inclose a circular to the Indians of the plains. You
will by every means you can get the contents to all of these Indians, as

many that are now hostile may come to the fileiidly camp, aud when
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they all do the war will be ended. Use the utmost economy in provid
ing for those who come in, as the Secretary of the Interior confines me
to the amount of our appropriations, and they may be exhausted be
fore the summer is out. You will arrange to carry out the plan of the

circular at Lyon and Lamed. You will use your utmost vigilance to

ascertain how many of your Indians are hostile, where they are, and
what plans they propose, and report to me by every mail at least. For
tliis purpose you will enlist the active aid of Mr. John S. Smith and his

son, and of such other parties as you may judge can be of essential

service. Mr. C. A. Cook reports to me that Mr. Bent has given you
important information in regard to the plans and strength of the hos
tile combinations on the plains. Please be careful and report to me
in detail all of the reliable information you can get promptly, as above
directed.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. EVANS,

Governor of Colorado.

[Sub-inclosure.]

COLORADO SUPERINTENDENCY INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Denver, June 27, 1864.

To THE FRIENDLY INDIANS OF THE PLAINS:

Agents, interpreters, and traders will inform the friendly Indians ot

the plains that some members of their tribes have gone to war with
the white people. They steal stock and run it off, hoping to escape
detection and punishment. In some instances they have attacked and
killed soldiers and murdered peaceable citizens. For this the Great
Father is angry, and will certainly hunt them out and punish them,
but he does not want to injure those who remain friendly to the whites.

He desires to protect and take care of them. For this purpose I direct

that all friendly Indians keep away from those who are at war, and go
to places of safety. Friendly Arapahoes and Cheyennes belonging on
the Arkansas Kiver will go to Major Colley, U. S. Indian agent at Fort

Lyon, who will give them provisions, and show them a place of safety.

Friendly Kiowas and Comauches will go to Fort Larned, where they
will be cared for in the same way. Friendly Sioux will go to their

agent at Fort Laramie for directions. Friendly Arapahoes and Chey-
eimes of the Upper Platte will go to Camp Collins on the Cache la

Poudre, where they will be assigned a place of safety and provisions
will be given them.
The object of this is to prevent friendly Indians from being killed

through mistake. Xojie but those who intend to be friendly with the

whites must come to these places. The families of those who have

gone to war with the whites must be kept away from among the

friendly Indians. The war on hostile Indians Avill be continued until

they are all effectually subdued.
JOHN EVANS,

Governor of Colorado and Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

[luclosuro No. 3.]

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 15, 1865.

Personally appeared before me John S. Smith, U. S. Indian inter

preter, who, after being duly sworn, says: That on the 4th day of

September, 1804, he was appointed Indian interpreter for the post of
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Fort Lyon, and has continued to serve in that capacity up to the

present date. That on the 4th day of September, 18(54, by order of

Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, commanding post of Fort Lyon, he was called

upon to hold a conversation with three Cheyenne Indians, viz, One
Eye and two others, who had been brought into the post that day;
that the result of the interview was as follows: One Eye, Cheyenne,
stated that the principal chiefs and sub-chiefs of the Cheyenne and
Arapahoe Nations had held a consultation, and agreed to a man of

the chiefs and sub-chiefs to come or send some one who was well ac

quainted with the parties at the post, and finally agreed to send in

himself. One Eye, with a paper written by George Bent, half-breed, to

the effect that they (the Cheyennes and Arapahoes) had and did agree
to turn over to Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, or any other military authority,
all the white prisoners they had in their possession, as they were all

anxious to make peace with the whites and never desired to be at war.

Maj. E. \V. Wynkoop then asked One Eye, he having lived among
whites and known to have always been friendly disposed toward them,
whether he thought the Indians were sincere, and whether they would
deliver the white prisoners into his (Major Wynkoop s) hands. His

reply was, that at the risk of his life he would guarantee their sincerity.

Major Wynkoop then told him that he would detain him as a prisoner
for the time, and if he concluded to proceed to the Indian camp he
would take him along and hold him as a hostage for their (the Indians)
good faith. One Eye also stated that the Cheyenne and Arapahoe
Nations were congregated to the number of 2,000 on the headwaters
of the Smoky Hill, including some forty lodges of Sioux: that they had
rendezvoused there and brought in their war parties for the purpose of

hearing what would be the result of their, message by which they had
sued for peace, and would remain until they heard something definite.

Major Wynkoop told One Eye that he would proceed to the Indian

cam]) and take him with him. One Eye replied that he was perfectly
willing to be detained a prisoner as well as to remain a hostage for the

good faith of the Indians, but desired the major to start as soon as

possible for fear the Indians might separate.
On the Gth day of September I was ordered to proceed with Major

Wynkoop and his command in the direction of the Indian encampment.
After a four days march we came in sight of the Indians, and one of the
three I ndians before mentioned was sent to acquaint the chiefs with what
was the object of the expedition, with the statement that Major Wyn
koop desired to hold a consultation with the, chiefs. On the 10th clay
of September, 18(54, the consultation was held between Major Wynkoop
and his officers, and the principal chiefs of the Cheyenne and Arapa
hoe Nations. Major Wynkoop stated through me to the chiefs that he
had received their message; that acting on that lie had come to talk

with them: asked them whether they all agreed to and indorsed the
contents of the letter, which lie had in his possession, and which had
been brought in by One l\ve. Receiving an answer in the affirmative,
he then told the chiefs that he had not the authority to conclude terms
of peace with them, but that he desired to make a proposition to them
to the effect that if they would give him evidence of their good faith

by delivering into his hands the white prisoners they had in their

possession he would endeavor to procure for them peace, which would
be subject to conditions: that he would take with him what principal
chiefs they might select, and conduct them in safety to the Governor ot

Colorado, and whatever might be the result of their interview with

him, return them in safety to their tribe. Black Kettle, the head chief
of the Cheyenne Nation, replied as follows:
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That the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Nations had always endeavored to
observe the terms of their treaty with the United States Government;
that some years previously, when the white emigration first commenced
coming to what is now the Territory of Colorado, the country which was
in possession of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Nations, they could have
successfully made war against them (the whites). They did not desire
to do so had invariably treated them with kindness, and had never,
to their knowledge, committed any destruction whatever; that until
the last few months they had gotten along in perfect peace and har

mony with their white brethren, but while a hunting party of their

young men were proceeding north in the neighborhood of the South
Platte River, having found some loose stock belonging to white men,
which they were taking to a ranch to deliver them up, they wei-e sud-

dhly confronted by a party of IT. S. soldiers, and ordered to deliver

up their arms. A difficulty immediately ensued, which resulted in the

killing and wounding several on both sides. A short time after this
occurrence took place a village of papooses, squaws, and old men,
located on what is known as the Cedar Canon, a short distance north of
the South Platte River&amp;gt; who were perfectly unaware of any difficulty

having occurred between any portion of their tribe (Cheyenne) and the

whites, were attacked by a large party of soldiers, and some of them
killed, and their ponies driven off. After this, while a body of U. S.

troops were proceeding from the Smoky Hill to the Arkansas River,

they readied the neighborhood of Scan Bears band of the Cheyenne
Nation; Scan Bear, second chief of the Cheyenne, approached the col

umn of troops alone, his warriors remaining off some distance, he not

dreaming that there was any hostility between his nation and the -

whites. lie was immediately shot down. - Fire opened upon his band,
the result of which was a light between the two parties. Presuming
from all these circumstances that war was inevitable, the young men
of the Cheyenne Nation commenced to retaliate by commiting various

depredations, all the time of which he, (Black Kettle) and other princi

pal chiefs of the Cheyenne Nation was opposed to and endeavored
by all means in their power to restore pacific relations between that
tribe and their white, brethren, but at various times, when endeavoring
to approach the military post for the purpose of accomplishing the

same, were tired upon and driven otf. In the meantime, while their

brethren and allies, the Arapahoes, were on perfectly friendly terms
with the whites, and Left Hand s band of that nation were camped in

close vicinity to Fort Lamed, Left Hand, one of the principal chiefs

of the Arapahoe Nation, learning that it was the intention of the Kio-
was on a certain day to drive off the stock from Fort Larned, proceeded
to the commanding officer of that post and informed him of the fact.

No attention was paid to the information he gave, and on the day
indicated the Kiowas ran oft the stock. Left Hand again approached
the post with a portion of his warriors for the purpose of offering his

services to the commanding officer there, to pursue and endeavor to

regain the stock from the Kiowa Indians, when he was fired upon and

obliged hastily to leave. The young men of the Arapahoe Nation sup
posing it was the intention of the whites to make war upon them, as

well as the Cheyennes, also commenced retaliating as well as they were
able and against the desire of most of their principal chiefs, who, as

well as Black Kettle and other chiefs of the Cheyenne, were bitterly

opposed to hostility with the whites. He then said that he had lately
heard of a proclamation issued by the Governor of Colorado, inviting
all friendly-disposed Indians to come into the different military posts and
that they would be protected by the Government. Under these circuru-
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stances, although lie thought the whites had been the aggressors and
forced the trouble upon the Indians, and anxious for the welfare of his

people, he had made this last effort to communicate again with the

military authority, and he was glad he succeeded. He then arose,
shook hands with Major Wynkoop and his officers, stating that he was
still as he always had been, a friend to the whites, and as far as he was
concerned he was willing to deliver up the white prisoners or anything
that was required of him to procure peace, knowing it to be for the good
of his people, but that there were other chiefs who still thought- that

they were badly treated by the &quot; white brethren &quot; who were willing to

make peace, but who felt unwilling to deliver up the prisoners simply
on the promise of Major Wynkoop that he would endeavor to procure
them peace. They desired that the delivering up the white prisoners
should be an assurance of peace. He also went on to state that even if

Major Wynkoop s proposition was not accepted there by the chiefs assefn-

bled, and although they had sufficient force to entirely overpow
rer Major

Wynkoop s small command, that from the fact that he had come in good
faith to hold this consultation, that he should return unmolested to Fort

Lyon. The expressions of other chiefs were to the effect that they
insisted upon peace as the condition of their delivering up the white

prisoners.

Major Wynkoop finally replied that he repeated what he had said be
fore, that it was not in his power to insure them peace, arid that all he
had to say in closing was, that they might think about his proposition;
that he would march to a certain locality, distant twelve miles, and
there await the result of their consultation for two days; advising them
at the same time to accede to his proposition as the best means of pro
curing that peace for which they were anxious. The white prisoners
were brought in and turned over to Major Wynkoop before the time
had expired set by him, and Black Kettle, White Antelope, and Bull

Bear, of the Cheyenne Nation, as well as Xevah Nattanee, Borcee, and
Heap Buffalo, of the Arapahoe Nation all these chiefs delivered them
selves over to Major Wynkoop. We then proceeded to Fort Lyou, and
from there to Denver, Colo. Ter., at which place Governor Evans held
a consultation with these chiefs, the result of which was as follows: He
told them he had nothing to do with them

;
that they would return with

Major Wynkoop, who would reconduct them in safety, and they would
have to await-the actions of military authorities. Colonel Chivington,
then in command of the district, also told them that they would re

main at the disposal of Major Wynkoop until higher authority had
acted in their case. The Indians appeared to be perfectly satisfied,

presuming that they would eventually be all right as soon as these
authorities could be heard from, and expressed themselves so. Black
Kettle embraced the Governor and Major Wynkoop, and shook hands
with all the other officials present, perfectly contented, deeming that
the matter was settled. On our return [to] Fort Lyon I was told by
Major Wynkoop to say to the chiefs that they could bring their differ

ent bands, including their families, to the vicinity of the post until he
had heard from the Big Chief; that he preferred to have them under
his eye and away from other quarters, where they were likely to get
into difficulties with the whites. The chiefs replied that they were

willing to do anything Major Wynkoop might choose to dictate, as they
had perfect confidence in him. Accordingly the chiefs wrent after their

families and villages, and brought them in; they appeared satisfied

that they were in perfect security and safety after their villages were
located, and Major Wynkoop had sent an officer to headquarters for

instructions. He (Major Wynkoop) was relieved from command of the
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post by Maj. Scott J. Anthony, and I was ordered to interpret for him
(Major Anthony) in a consultation he desired to bold with these In
dians.

The consultation that then took place between Major Anthony and
these Indians was as follows:

Major Anthony told him that he had been sent here to relieve Major
Wynkoop, and that he would from that time be in command of this

post; that he had come here under orders from the commander of all

the troops in this country, and that he had orders to have nothing
To do with Indians whatever, for they heard at headquarters that the
Indians had lately been committing

1

depredations, &c., in the very
neighborhood of this post, but that since his arrival he had learned that
these reports were all false; that he would write to headquarters him-

se^f and correct the rumors in regard to them, and that he would have
no objection to their remaining in the vicinity of Sand Creek, where
they were then located, until such a time as word might be received
from the commander of the department; that he himself would forward
a complete statement of all that lie had seen or heard in regard to

them, and that he was in hopes that he would have some good news for

the Indians upon receiving an answer, but that he was sorry that his

orders were such as to render it impossible for him to make them any
issues whatever. The Indians then replied that it would be impossi
ble for them to remain any great length of time, as they were short of

provisions. Major Anthony then told them that they could let their

villages remain where they were, and could send their young men out
to hunt buffaloes, as he understood that the buffaloes had lately come
close in. The Indians appeared to be a little dissatisfied with the

change in the commanders of the post, fearing that it boded them no

good, but having received assurances of safety from Major Anthony,
they still had no fears of their families being disturbed. On the 26th
of ^November I received permission from Maj. Scott J. Anthony, com
manding post, to proceed to the Indian village on Sand Creek for the

purpose of trading with the Indians, and started, accompanied by a
soldier named David H. Louderback, and a citizen, K.Watson Clarke. I

reached the village and commenced to trade with them. On the morn
ing of the 29th of November the village was attacked by Col. J. M.
Chivington, with a command of from 900 to 1,000 men. The Indian

village numbered about 100 lodges, counting all together 500 souls,
two-thirds of which were women and children. From my observation
I do not think there were over sixty Indians that made any defense.
I rode over the field after the slaughter was over, and counted from

sixty to seventy dead bodies, a large majority of which were women
and children, all of whose bodies had been mutilated in the most hor
rible manner. When the troops first approached, I endeavored to join
them, but was repeatedly fired upon, also the soldier and the citizen

with me. When the troops began approaching I saw Black Kettle, the
head chief, hoist the American flag over his lodge, as well as a white

nag, fearing there might be some mistake as to who they were. After
the fight Colonel Chivington returned with his command in the direc

tion of Fort Lyon, and then proceeded down the Arkansas River.

JOHN S. SMITH,
U. S. Interpreter.

Sworn and subscribed to at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., this 27th day of

January, 18G5.

W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieut., First Xeir Mc.t ico Volunteers, Post Adjutant.
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[In closure X&amp;lt;&amp;gt;. 4.)

FORT LYCVN, COLO. TER., Janmiry 27, 1865.

Personally appeared before me Samuel (1. Colley, who, being duly
sworn, on oath deposes and says:
That he is now and has been for the past three years U. S. agent for

the Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians. That in the month of June last

lie received instructions from Hon. John Evans, Governor and ex officio

superintendent Indian affairs for Colorado Territory, directing- him to

send out persons into the Indian country to distribute printed proc
lamations (which he was furnished with) inviting

1

all friendly Indians
to come into the different places designated in said proclamation, and
they would be protected and fed. That he caused the terms of said proc
lamation to be widely disseminated among

1 the different tribes- of
Indians under his charge, and that in accordance therewith a large
number of Arapahoes and ( heyennes came into this post, and provisions
were issued to them by Maj. E. W. Wynkoop commanding- and myself.
That on the 4th day of September last two Cheyenne Indians (One
Eye and Mainmickj came into this post with information that the

Arapahoes and Cheyennes had several white prisoners among them
that they had purchased and were desirous of giving them up and mak
ing peace with the whites. That on the Oth day of September following
Maj. E. &quot;W. Wynkoop left this post with a detachment of troops to

rescue said prisoners, and that
| after] an absence of several days he-

returned, bringing
1 with him four white prisoners, which he received

from the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians. He was accompanied on
his return by a number of the most intluential men of both tribes who
were unanimously opposed to war with the whites, and desired peace at

almost any terms that the whites might dictate. That immediately
upon the arrival of .Major Wynkoop at this post large numbers of

Arapahoes and Cheyennes came in and camped near the post. Major
Wynkoop selected several of the most prominent chiefs of both nations,
and proceeded to Denver to council with Superintendent Evans. After
his return he held frequent councils with the Indians, and at all of
them distinctly stated that he was not empowered to treat witli them,
but that lie had dispatched a messenger to the headquarters of the

department, stating their wishes in the matter, and that as soon as he
received advices from there lie would inform them of the decision of
General Curtis respecting them. That until that time, if they placed
themselves under his protection, they should not be molested. That the
Indians remained quietly near the post until the arrival of Major
Anthony, who relieved Major Wynkoop.
Major Anthony held a council with the Indians and informed them

that he was instructed not to allow any Indians in or near the post,
but that he had found matters here much better than he had expected,
and advised them to go out and camp on Sand Creek until he could
hear from General Curtis. He wished them to keep him fully advised
of all the movements of the Sioux, which they promptly did. He also

promised them that as soon as he heard from General Curtis he would
advise them of his decision. From the time that Major Wynkoop left

this post to go out to rescue the white prisoners until the arrival of

Colonel Chivington here, which took place on the 28th of November
last, no depredations of any kind had been committed by the Indians
within 200 liiiles of this post. That upon Colonel Chivington s arrival

here with a large body of troops, he was informed where these Indians
were encamped, and was fully advised under what circumstances they
had come into this post, and why they were then on Sand Creek; that
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he was remonstrated with both by officers aml civilians at this post
against milking; war upon those Indians; that he was informed and
fully advised that there was a large number of friendly Indians there,

together with several white men who were there at the request of him
self (Colley), and by permission of Major Anthony ;

that notwithstanding
his knowledge of the facts as above set forth, he is informed that Col
onel Chivington did, on the morning of the 29th of November last, sur

prise and attack said camp of friendly Indians and massacre a large
number of them (mostly women and children), and did allow the troops
under his command to mangle and mutilate them in the most horrible
manner.

S. (1. COLLEY,
. *V. fn (Ha it Af/ent.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 28th day of January, 1865,
at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

W. P. MIXTON,
Second Lieut., First Infantry New Mexico Voltt., Post Adjutant.

[Inclosure Xo. 5.]

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 16, 1865.

Personally appeared before me Lieut. James I). Cannon, First New
Mexico Volunteer Infantry, who, after being duly sworn, says :

That on the 28th day of November, 1804, 1 was ordered by Maj.
Scott J. Anthony to accompany him on an Indian expedition as his

battalion adjutant. The object of that expedition was to be a thor

ough campaign against hostile Indians, as I was led to understand. I

referred to the fact of there being a friendly cam]) of Indians in the
immediate neighborhood, and remonstrated against simply attacking
that camp, as 1 was aware that they were resting there in fancied

security under promises held out to them of safety from Maj. E. W.
Wynkoop, former commander of the post at Fort Lyon, as well as by
Maj. S. J. Anthony, then in command. Our battalion was attached to

the command of Col. J. M. Chivington, and left Fort Lyon on the night
of the 28th of November, 1804. About daybreak on the morning of

the 29th of November we came in sight of the camp of the friendly
Indians aforementioned, and was ordered by Colonel Chivington to

attack the same, which was accordingly done. The command of Col

onel Chivington was composed of about 1,000 men. The village of the
Indians consisted of from 100 to 130 lodges, and, as far as I am able to

judge, of from 500 to 000 souls, the majority of which were wTornen and
children. In going over the battle-ground next day 1 did not see a

body of man, woman, or child but was scalped, and in many instances

their bodies were mutilated in the most horrible manner men,
wromen, and children s privates cut out, &c. I heard one man say that

he had cut a woman s private parts out, and had them for exhibition on
a stick. I heard another man say that he had cut the fingers off of

an Indian to get the rings on the hand. According to the best of my
knowledge and belief, these atrocities that were committed were with

the knowledge of J. M. Chivington, and 1 do not know of him taking

any measures to prevent them. I heard of one instance of a child a

few months old being thrown in the feed-box of a wagon, and after

being carried some distance left on the ground to perish. J also heard
of numberless instances in which men had cut out the private parts of

females and stretched them over the saddle bows, and wore them over



CHAP. LIIL] ENGAGEMENT ON SAND CREEK, COLO. TER. 971

their hats while riding in the ranks. All these matters were a subject
of general conversation, and could not help being- known by Col. J. M.

Chiviugton.
JAMES D. CANNON,

First Lieutenant, First Infantry, Neiv Mexico Volunteers.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1805,
at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieut., First Xeic Mexico Volunteers, Post Adjutant.

[Inclosure Xo. 6.]

PORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 27, 1865.

Personally appeared before me Second Lieut. W. P. Minton, First

Regiment New Mexico Infantry Volunteers, and Lieut. C. M. Cossitt.

First Cavalry of Colorado, who, after being duly sworn, say:
That on tlie 28th day of November, 18C4, Col. J. M. Chiviugton, with

the Third Regiment of Colorado Cavalry (100-days men) and a bat
talion of the First Cavalry of Colorado, arrived at this post, and on
the 29th of November attacked a village of friendly Indians in this

vicinity, and according to representations made by others in our pres
ence, murdered their women and children and committed the most
horrible outrages upon the dead bodies of the same; that the aforesaid

Indians were recognized as friendly by all parties at this post, under
the following circumstances, viz: That Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, formerly
commander of the post, had given them assurances of safety until such
time as he could hear from the commanding general of the department,
in consequence of their having sued for peace and given every evidence
of their sincerity by delivering up the white prisoners they had in their

possession; by congregating their families together and leaving them
at the mercy of the garrison of Fort Lyon, who could have massacred
them at any moment they felt so disposed; that upon Major Wynkoop
being relieved from the command of Fort Lyon, and Maj. Scott J.

.Anthony assuming command of the same, it was still the understand

ing between Major Anthony and the Indians that they could rest in

the security guaranteed them by Major Wynkoop. Also that Col. J.

M. Chivingtori on his arrival at the post of Fort Lyon was aware of the
circumstances in regard to these Indians, from the fact that different

officers remonstrated with him, and stated to him how these Indians
were looked upon by the entire garrison; that notwithstanding these

remonstrances, and in the face of all these facts he committed the mas
sacre aforementioned.

W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieut., First Infantry, Xeir Mexico Volunteers.

C. M. COSSITT,
Fh ftt Lieutenant, First Cavalry of Colorado.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 18G5.

W. W. DENISON,
Second Lieutenant, First Colo. Vet. Cav., Actg. Regtl. Acljt.

[Inclosure Xo. 7.|

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 16, 1865.

Personally appeared before me Capt. R. A. Hill, First New Mexico
Volunteer Infantry, who, after being duly sworn, says:
That as an officer in the service of the United States he was on duty

at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., at the time there was an understanding
between the chiefs of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Nations and Maj. E.
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W. Wynkoop with regard to their resting in .safety with their villages
in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, until such time as orders in regard to
them could be received from the commanding general of the department;
that after Major Wynkoop being relieved from the command of Fort

Lyon, Colo. Ter., the same understanding existed between Maj. Scott
.1. Anthony and the aforesaid Indians. That to the best of his knowl
edge and belief the village of Indians massacred by Col J. M. Chiving-
ton on the 29th day of November, 1804, were the same friendly Indians
heretofore referred to.

R, A. HILL,
Captain * First Infantry, New Mexico Volunteers.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1865.

W. P. M1NTON,
Second Lieut., First Infantry, New Mexico Vols., Post Adjutant.

[Inclosure Xo. 8.]
/

FORT LYON, COLO. TER., January 27, 1SG5.

Personally appeared before me Private David H. Louderback, First

Cavalry of Colorado, and II. W. Clarke, citizen, who, after being duly
sworn, say:
That they accompanied John S. Smith, IT. S. Indian interpreter, on the

26th day of November, 1864, by permission of Maj. Scott ,1. Anthony,
commanding post of Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.. to the village of the friendly
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians on Sand Creek, close to Fort Lyon,
Colo. Ter.. he (John S. Smith) having received pel-mission to trade with
the aforesaid friendly Indians: that on the morning of the 2t)th day of

November, 1864, the said Indian village was attacked while deponents
were in the same by Col. J. M. Chivington with a command of about
1,000 men; that according to their best knowledge and belief the
entire Indian village was composed of not more than 500 souls, two-
thirds of which were women and children; that the dead bodies of
women and children were afterward mutilated in the most horrible
manner: that it was the understanding of the deponents, and the gen
eral understanding of the garrison of Fort Lyon, that this village were
friendly Indians; that they had been allowed t-o remain in the locality

they were then in by permission of Major Wynkoop, former commander
of the post, and by Major Anthony, then in command, as well as from
the fact that permission had been given .John S. Smith and the deponents
to visit the said camp for the purpose of trading.

R. W. CLARKE.
.DAVID H. LOUDERBACK.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of .January, 1865.

W. P. MINTON.
Second Lieutenant, Neir Me.rieo Volunteers, Post Adjutant.

NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 3, 1864. Scout from Warrensburg to the

Greenton Valley, Mo.

Eeport of Capt. Murline C. Henslee, Company L, Seventh Missouri titate

Militia Cavalry.

HDQRS. Co. L. SEVENTH CAV. Mo. STATE MILITIA,
December 3, 186L

SIR: In obedience to your order 1 left the town of Warrensbuig,
Mo.; on the evening of November L

l), 1864, at 6 o clock, in command of
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a detachment of twenty-five men of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State
Militia, and Lieutenant Barkley and twenty men of the First Cavalry
Missouri State Militia. I moved direct to Columbus, then to Hall s

Mills, and encamped for the night. Next morning
1

left camp at day
light; went direct to

Big&quot; Grove, near the head of Greenton Valley,
thoroughly scouting the grove through. Found no signs of guerrillas.
Heard of five being in there a day or two before. From there 1 moved
down Greenton Valley to Greenton: from there to Wellington and
encamped for the night. Soon after arriving at Wellington we got on
a chase after six bushwhackers, who went up the river; followed them
three miles, then returned to Wellington, and met Captain Jackson,
of the First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and thirty men of his com
mand from Pleasant Hill, who reported to me for orders.

The next morning, December 1. 1804. I divided my command into
three squadrons. I sent Captain Jackson and thirty men, with in

structions to thoroughly scout the brush and timber up the Snibar,
and to meet me at night at a school-house three miles west of the Sni
bar bridge on the road leading from Wellington to Lone Jack. I also
sent Lieutenant Barkley and twenty men immediately up Missouri
River, with orders to meet me at Fire Creek bridge, twelve miles from

Wellington, on the Independence road. I went up the Independence
road to the bridge with the remainder of my command; crossed a trail

of six guerrillas near the bridge. After meeting Lieutenant Barkley I

divided our forces or command again and thoroughly scouted the Fire
Creek settlement through. Saw but little sign and could hear of but
six being in there for some time. We got two contraband horses and
one mule in that settlement on the edge of Jackson County. We
crossed over to the Snibar: went down until we met Captain Jackson
and command at the above designated school-house, and encamped for

the night. Xext morning crossed to the south side of the Snibar and
divided the command again into three divisions. Captain Jackson
moved up Haw Creek south in the direction of Chapel Hill with his

squadron. I sent Lieutenant Barkley and twenty men east to the edge
of the brush in Greenton Valley, then to go south. Myself and the
remainder of the command moved down the Snibar until we came to

Greenton Valley. There we got on another chase after four bush

whackers; followed them up the valley and into the Big Grove and left

them deep in the brush near Mrs. Welsh s, who is famous for harbor

ing such villains. I left her a written notice to leave that settlement
and county within ten days. I then went on, thoroughly scouting the

country through to Chapel Hill, and there met the other scouts. They
had seen five guerrillas in their travels to this place. I sent Captain
Jackson and his squadron on south, with instructions to thoroughly
.scout the country between Basin Knob and Pleasant Hill, and return
to Pleasant Hill; and next day I moved, with the remainder of the

command, to Oftit s Knob and encamped for the night. Heard of some
six or seven bushwhackers being in that section of country nearly every
day for some time past.
This morning, December 3, 1804. I moved from Orh t s Knob to Hall s

Mills; from Hall s Mills direct to Warreusburg, Mo. Arrived at 2

p. m., bringing in with me and turned over to Captain Ferguson, provost-
marshal at Warrensburg, Mo., three contraband horses and one mule.

I am, major, your obedient servant,
M. C. HFXSLEE,

Capt. Company L. tie rentk Car. I\lo. titate JA7., Comdy. Scout,

Maj. THOMAS W. HOUTS,
Commanding tieccntk Cacalry Missouri titatc Jlilitia.
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DECEMBER 1, 1864. Skirmish near Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry.

LEWISBURG, December ^, 1864 10 a. m.
CAPTAIN: Capt. Marvin M. Gates, Company C, Third Arkansas Cav

alry, was killed yesterday skirmishing- with the enemy near Cypress
Creek, Perry County, nine miles from this place. Captain Gates with two
men was in the advance and caine upon five of the enemy, who left-the
road and took the bushes. Gates charged and fell. None of the enemy
escaped. One of them was identified as the noted guerrilla Woods,
formerly a resident of this place. Captain Gates was a valuable and
efficient officer and formerly a member of the First Missouri Cavalry.

A. H. RYAN,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt, C. H. DYER.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

DECEMBER 1-3, 1864. Operations in the vicinity of Waynesville, Mo.
with skirmish (2d) on the Big Piney.

Report of Maj. John B. Kaiser, Fifth Missouri Mate Militia Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS POST WAYNESVILLE,
Waynesville, Mo., December o, 1861.

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that a scout sent out from this post
on the 1st instant, and which returned to-day, succeeded in killing 3

bushwhackers, by name of Lewis Williams, I. S. Williams, and Levi
Clark, all formerly members of Company C, Forty-eighth Infantry Mis
souri Volunteers, and who deserted about the time of the raid. They
were found about thirty miles southeast from this place on Big Piney,
secreted in a cave. I inclose pass found on the person of I. S. Williams,
which goes to show that they belonged to Campbell s company of

guerrillas, who have been ranging in that country for some time past.
I also sent a scout of six men on the same day in a northeast direction
who returned yesterday and who succeeded in killing a bad character

by the name of Charles Withers.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN B. KAISER,
Major, Commanding.

Capt. C. G. LAURANT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Rolla, Mo.

DECEMBER 1-5, 1864. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar s Point,
Miss.

Report of Capt. George A. Willis, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry.

HDQRS. COMPANY I, FIFTEENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY,
Helena, Ark., December 5, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that in obedience to in

structions received from General Buford, 1 left Helena on the 1st iu-
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stant with a detail of ten men and proceeded to Fort Rinney, where I

was joined by Lieutenant Phelps with twelve men. We crossed to

Friar s Point about sundown and remained there until 6 a. in. on the

2d, when we marched on the Sheriff Ridge road 1o Shutbrdsville and
there captured Private William Allen, Thirty-third Mississippi Regi
ment; examined the post-office; found no letters. We then went to

Doctor Killetren s, county clerk. It was reported that he had been
absent two or three days. John (. lark was not at home; I could riot

learn that he had collected any taxes and could nnd no funds in the
house. At Mr. Clark s I ordered Lieutenant Phelps to take ten men
and cross the bayou to Bobo s and with the balance of the command I

went to Eugene Garth s. Mrs. Garth said that he had gone to Gre
nada to report and would return that night; told her to have him re

port at Friar s Point. Could not nnd the papers reported concealed.
I then went to Hopson s: found Doctor Nasfliet; he was sick; did not
take him. Joseph Hopson died about four weeks ago. Returned to

Bobo s. Lieutenant Phelps. reported that Bobo and Tom Glenn had

escaped. He captured Captain Gibson, assistant provost-marshal-gen
eral, in the cane back of Bobo s house. We camped for the night at

Fowler s. Returned to Friars Point in the morning. Major Wayne, I

learned, was on the Tallahatchie River. The following are the names
of persons whom I ordered to report to Colonel Fitch, at Friar s Point:
C. L. George, John S. Camack, P. C. Dickersou, L. P. Dickerson, E. J.

Eastham, Schouibrd, Dr. J. A. Peace, Hamilton. We
took from Frank Irwin s place a large bay horse which was tied out in

the timber. I could find no maps of the county or State.

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. A. WILLIS,

Captain Company /, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry.

Lieut. Louis SOUTHEK,
Adjutant.

DECEMBER 1-31. 1864. Operations in Central Arkansas.

OF THE FR11STGIFAIL, EVENTS.

Dec. 1, 1864. Expedition down the Arkansas River to Pine Bluff.

6, 1864. Expedition from Brownsville to Des Air, with skirmish near Des

Are,

7-13, 1864. Expedition i roiii Brownsville to Arkansas Post.

16, 1864. Skirmish near Dudley Lake.

27-28, 1864. Scout Irom Pine Bluff to Simpson s Plantation.

REPORTS, ETC.

No. 1. Itinerary of the Cavalry Division. Seventh Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Joseph

^R. West, U. S. Array, commanding.
No. 2. Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding Third

Brigade.
No. 3. Capt. Gurnsey W. Davis. Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.
No. 4. Maj. Gilbert J. Hudson. Third Michigan Cavalry.

No. 5. Capt. James G. Butler. Third Michigan Cavalry.
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Xo. 1.

Itinerary of the Cavalry Division,- Seventh Army Corps, Brig. Gen.

Joseph R. West, U. 8. Army, commanding*

FIRST BRIGADE, COL. ALBERT ERSKINE, THIRTEENTH ILLINOIS

CAVALRY, COMMANDING.

December 1. Colonel Erskine, with seventy-live men of the brigade,
embarked as escort on board fleet going down the Arkansas River.
Went on the boats to Prairie Landing, on White River, and disem
barked: marched across the country to Pine Bluff, Ark., capturing 8
rebel soldiers, 1(5 horses, and 10 stand of arms*. Xo other expedition
of importance made by the brigade during the mouth.

SECOND BRIGADE, BRIG. GEN. CYRUS BUSSEY COMMANDING.

The troops of this brigade have been performing escort, picket, and
outpost duty during this mouth. At different times detachments
have been sent out on expeditions of special service of importance to

the army and Government. The escort duty alone has been very con
siderable. The outposts south of the Arkansas River, including the

city of Little Rock aud the army proper, are picketed exclusively by
this brigade.

THIRD BRIGADE. COL. WASHINGTON F. GEIGER, EIGHTH MISSOURI
CAVALRY, COMMANDING.

The brigade has not moved during the past month.
December &amp;lt;J. A detachment under Major McCartney, Tenth Illinois

Cavalry, returned to camp from a scout in the country northwest of

Searcy, between Little Rock. Ark., and White River.
December 23. A detachment of r&amp;gt;0() men, under Major Childress,

Eighth Missouri Cavalry, which has been doing duty on the Arkansas
River above Dardanelle, Ark., since the 21st instant, returned to camp.

FOURTH BRIGADE, COL. JOHN K. MIZNER, THIRD MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
COMMANDING.

The Ninth Kansas Cavalry has been doing duty at. Devall s Bluff.

picketing
1 and scouting. The Third Michigan Cavalry has occupied

Brownsville Station, on the railroad, protecting the road and public

property. Scouts from this regiment have marched south and east

toward Arkansas Post, killing and capturing small parties of the

enemy. Four hundred head of cattle were obtained by our scout. The
Third Arkansas Cavalry is stationed at Lewisburg, actively engaged
watching, and sometimes having small affairs with the enemy with
creditable results. The Third Wisconsin Cavalry is stationed at Little

Rock, and has picketed its approaches on the north side of the Arkansas
River.

From monthly returns.
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Report of Col. Washington F. Geiacr. Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com
manding Third Brigade.

BROWNSVILLE, December 7, 1864 7.30 a. m.

SIR: A detachment of the Ninth. Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, fifty men,
under command of Lieutenant Harmon, whom I had sent out for beef-

cattle, had a skirmish on yesterday morning with a detachment of
Adams command, six miles west of Des Arc. We had 2 men
wounded and 5 horses killed: 3 of the enemy were killed. A detach
ment of the Eighth [Missouri) Volunteer Cavalry, under command of

Captain Langstou, has just returned from Peach Orchard Gap. They
killed 1 bushwhacker and captured Capt. Jeff. Allison and 5 horses. 1

would like to cross White River, as soon as Major Childress returns,
aud try and clean out McCray and Dobbin.

Respectfully,
W. F. GEIGER,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. C. H. DYER.

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Xo. 3.

Report of Capt. Gnrnsey W. Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., December X8, 1864.

SIR : i have to report my scout of 100 men in search of beef-cattle

returned at 5 o clock this evening, bringing in 78 head of cattle, 51 head
of which were receipted for as follows, to wit: John Simpson (colored),
17 head, estimated weight 3,000 pounds. -SI-JO; Catherine O Xeil, 4 head,
estimated weight 900 pounds, 836 ; John O Xeil, head, estimated weight
1,800 pounds, $72; John Harvey, 4 head, estimated weight 1,000, 840;
John Patterson, 5 head, estimated weight 1,250. 850; Henry Tompkins
(colored), 7 head, estimated weight 1,400. 850; William Moore, 8 head,
estimated weight 1,700, 868. I prevented as far as possible the driv

ing of milch cows and work oxen. We met with no enemy to speak of

except a few bushwhackers, three of whom we encountered on our way
down and to whom my advance guard gave chase. I ascertained their

names to be Kit Flyn, James Bloom, and John T. Brent. 1 learn they,
with others of the same profession, make a kind of headquarters at the
house of another man living on the river, by the name of Brent, a rel

ative of one of the party. Upon such information I arrested Brent,
also another suspicious looking man found at his house, and sent them
to Pine Bluff by the fleet. Brent denied having seen Flyn aud party
since his (Flyn s) former capture, and in less than live minutes after

my advance guard discovered them in ambush armed and apparently
awaiting an opportunity to fire and then run, as they usually do. They
tied as before stated. &quot;I also picked up one Confederate soldier and sent

in with them. I proceeded down the lower river road as far as Henry
Simpson s plantation, some twenty miles, where I camped for the night.
Started on our return at daylight this morning, driving cattle as we
found them. As my advance came in sight of McDaniel s, just below

Richland, they discovered a woman run out from the house the back way
and wave her bonnet, and upon such signal some men were seen running

62 R R VOL XLI. PT I
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from an old gin-house in the field. I rode up to the house and questioned
the lady. She professed to know nothing of any men being concealed
there or about her premises. I passed on to the head of the column and
had but just reached it when my rear guard were fired upon by five

men they discovered in the same direction of those seen by the
advance and doubtless the same to whom the signal was made. The
rear guard returned a few shots and the party fled back into the brush.

Fortunately no one was injured of my men. I could learn of but one-

company (under a Captain Willis) of about forty men having been in

that region of country lately. 1 think all reports of a large force fic

titious.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. DAVIS,

Captain, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

Lieut. S. MONTE CAMBERN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Report of Maj. Gilbert J. Hudson, Third Michigan Cavalry.

CAMP THIRD MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
Brownsville, Ark., December 14, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to represent that, in pursuance of

instructions received from your headquarters, I left camp on the morn
ing of the 7th instant with Companies A, L, M, H, and K, and proceeded
to a point four miles northeast of Jones Island, where I remained dur

ing the night. From thence on the following day I proceeded by way
of the upper Arkansas Post road to George s farm, twelve miles from
Arkansas Post. Here I found that a sort of bayou or slough, extend

ing east and from Bayou Metoe, was impassable, and on the 9th instant
I proceeded to a point on the lower Arkansas Post road, fifteen miles
distant from my destination, and encamped. On the following day,
10th instant, I proceeded to Arkansas Post with my command and
remained in that vicinity during the llth instant, sending parties along
the river above and below, and scouting the country thoroughly in all

directions. I ascertained that a Confederate force, 300 strong, mostly
recruits from Missouri, under command of a Major Majors, had crossed
White Biver at Crockett s Bluff, during the week previous, and had
succeeded in reaching the opposite side of the Arkansas River without

opposition near the mouth of Bayou Metoe on the Oth instant. I learned

nothing of further interest in relation to the enemy, except that it was
rumored that there &quot;\vere 700 or 800 recruits and conscripts for Price s

army, of whom the 300 above referred to were said to be a part, in the
northern portion of the State, awaiting a favorable opportunity to reach
the south side of the Arkansas River. I captured 5 prisoners as fol

lows: Private James A. Henderson, Third Missouri Infantry (Hood s

ariny); Private William Gregory (recruit from Missouri to report to

Shelby) ;
Private A. P. Crowder, First Arkansas Cavalry (Price s army) ;

Private G. W. Thompson, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Price s army) ;

Dr. J. C. Miller. The latter claims not to belong to the service, but
was taken under suspicious circumstances. The former claims to be
a deserter from Hood s army. I also collected 400 head of cattle, and
reached camp on the night of the loth instant without loss or accident.
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I experienced the greatest difficulty ill procuring forage for my stock,
and was forced at times to depend upon the dry grass of the prairie
for sustenance for them.

G. J. HUDSON,
Major Third Michigan Cavalry, Commanding Detachment.

First Lieut. JACKSON ELMER.
Adjutant Third Michigan Cavalry.

No. 5.

Report of Capt. James G. Butler, Third Michigan Cavalry.

. HDQRS. COJIPANY F, THIRD MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
Brownsville, Ark., December 19, 1864.

SIR : Pursuant to instructions from regimental headquarters I started
south on the evening of the 15th instant with a detachment of seventy -

five men from Companies F, E, and G, crossed Bayou Metoe at Eagle s

Ford without difficulty, and camped at Smith s Mill, sixteen miles dis

tant. In this neighborhood are from 3,000 to 5,000 bushels corn, princi

pally in the field. On the Kith detached my command on three differ

ent roads leading south, concentrating before reaching Flyn s farm,
near Dudley Lake, where I encountered a party of the enemy. Mortally
wounded 1 and captured 3, together with the horses, arms, and equip
ments of the entire party. Camped on- the premises, and on the 17th
sent a patrol of ten men toward Dudley Lake, leaving Lieutenant Cul
lender and twenty men with the prisoners and led horses to await its

return and then move back to Smith s Mill. With F and E, forty-five
men, I proceeded to Sommers farm, five miles west, where I came upon
another party; took 1 prisoner, with a rebel mail going south; also 4

horses, arms, and equipments, including those of a rebel lieutenant,
who escaped to the swamp. Returned by a circuitous route and
camped with the balance of my command at Smith s Mill. On the 18th
sent ten men five miles west on Little Rock road, who joined me before

reaching the bayou, over which I had to swim the horses and raft my
wagon, it having risen some four feet in consequence of heavy rains.

Returned to camp without a casualty. Distance traveled, eighty miles.

I destroyed large quantities of forage at points known as the haunts of

guerrillas, about forty miles distant and inaccessible to wagons from
our line. The country is- a low flat bottom land, heavily timbered, and

frequently covered with water for miles in extent, with an occasiona
farm affording an abundance of forage.

Prisoner*.

Howell B. Watton, private, Company G, First Arkansas Cavalry,
dangerously wounded through the body; paroled and left.

C. S. Ray and Ira Sanders, privates, Company G, First Arkansas
Cavalry; delivered to provost-marshal.

F. H. Flyu, private, Company F, Carlton s regiment; delivered to

provost-marshal.
William G. Edwards, assigned to Messenger s battalion; delivered

to provost-marshal.
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES G. BUTLER,
Captain, Third Michigan Cavalry, Commanding (Scout,

Lieut. JACKSON ELMER,
Adjutant Third Michigan Cavalry.
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DECEMBER 1-31, 1864. Operations against Indians in Nebraska, with
skirmish (8th) near Plum Creek.

Itinerary of the Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, Col. Robert R. Livinff-
ston, First Nebraska Cavalry, commanding*

All was quiet on the road until tbe evening of the 8th, when a small

party of Cheyennes attacked a train with eighteen men six miles east
of post (Plum Creek, Nebr.), but were repulsed with a loss of 3 In

dians; 1 man wounded, and has since died; the Indians withdrew to
the bluffs. Captain Curran, with twenty-live men, was sent to the
scene of action, and brought the train and wounded men to the post.
December 9. Captain Ivory, with twenty men, was sent to scout in

the vicinity of Lone Tree; found trail of Indians leading south.
December 11. Six selected men, well armed and mounted, accom

panied by a guide, were sent in search of Indian encampments. They
traveled south about 100 miles; unable to find Indians; returned to

post on the 14th instant.

December 13. Captain Majors, with thirty mounted men of this com
mand and fifty from Fort Kearny, moved southward across the Repub
lican Kiver to Beaver Creek; followed up that stream to point where
Curtis trail crosses

; finding no Indians, returned to this station
;
absent

five days; marched 105 miles. Daily escorts furnished overland mail
coaches.

DECEMBER 3, 1864. Skirmish in Perry County, Ark.

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry.

LEWISBURG, December 4, 1864 5.30 p. m.

CAPTAIN : Lieut. Robert- W. Wishard has returned from scout through
Perry County; killed 1 lieutenant and 4 men of the enemy. Lost 1 man
killed (Private McGhee, Company C, Third Arkansas Cavalry) and
1 wounded badly, of Company C, Third Arkansas Cavalry. The lieu

tenant killed belonged to Conly s company. Have his commission

bearing signature of H. Flanagin as Governor and O. H. Gates, Sec

retary of State. Lieutenant reports many rebel families as moving
south. He pursued Franz and Couly s companies twenty-five miles.

Last heard of them they were going south fast as possible.

Respectfully,
A. H. RYAN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. C. H. DYER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

DECEMBER 3, 1864. Skirmish near New Madrid, Mo.

Report of Col. John B. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., December 6, 1864.

GENERAL : On last Saturday a small band of guerrillas passed up
between New Madrid and Charleston. Captain Edwards pursued them

* From monthly return,
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and killed and captured 2 more, with their arms and horses. There
were about fifteen of them; the balance escaped into the swamps badly
scattered.

J. B. ROGERS,
Co lonel, Comman ding.

Major-General PLEASONTON,
Commanding.

DECEMBER 4, 1864. Skirmish on the New Texas road, near Morganza, La.

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ulbnann, V. X. Army, command-hut U. 8.

Forces at Morganzu.

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
Morganza, La., December 5, 1864.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the 4th instant, at

about 1 p. m., my pickets near the new Texas road were tired upon by
a small party of the enemy wearing- the uniform of the United States.

Joseph Crumb, private. Company G, First Louisiana Cavalry, was
dangerously wounded. The enemy is seen every day at some point
near my lines. I am suffering- great inconvenience because of not

having effective cavalry. The few horses my cavalry detachments have
are broken down. A prisoner escaped from Tyler, Tex., came in last

evening. He informs me that he judges that there are about 500
mounted men at Morgan s Ferry, where he crossed the Atchafalaya,
and that he met squads of fifteen or more on his road in. Six rebel
deserters who came in on Friday state that there is a detachment of
some 200 at or near the junction of lied River and the Atchafalaya. A
scout informs me that he learned that 1,000 crossed the Atchafalaya at

Simsport last week. It is probable that some of these parties consisted
of the same men.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
DANIEL ULLMAKtf,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. GEORGE B. DRAKE,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the Gulf, New Orleans.

DECEMBER 4. 1864. Skirmish with Indians on Cow Creek, near Fort
Zarah. Kans.

Report of Capt. Theodore Conkey, Third \Vi-sconx-in Cavalry.

FORT ZARAH, December 6, 1864.

LIEUTENANT: 1 have the honor to report that on the evening of the
4th instant, just after dark, four men of the Seventh Iowa Cavalry,
forming an escort to a six-mule team and wagon loaded with ammu
nition for this post, were attacked by Indians while in camp on Cow
Creek, fifteen miles east of this post, and the driver killed and one of
the escort wounded in the arm. They had camped within thirty feet of
the bank of the creek which at that place is twenty or thirty feet high,
and while eating their supper the Indians crept up along the bed of the

creek, within fifty feet of them, and fired under cover of the bank.
From one of the party who was picked up by the stage which came
along about four hours later, I gather this, that upon being fired into
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the men dispersed, first firing several shots in return; that the teamster
fled across the creek, the Indians in pursuit, where his body was found
pierced with arrows and 100 yards or more from the wagon. Three of
the escort made their escape and returned to Fort Ellsworth on foot,

reaching- that post at 3 o clock in the morning
1

. The fourth man com
posing the escort hid himself near by and remained concealed until the
stage and escort came along, when he was picked up and brought to
this post at 1 o clock in the morning. I immediately dispatched a force
of twenty-five mounted men to the place designated and there await
the coming of daylight. As soon as it became sufficiently light, the

country was patrolled for several miles around in search of the three

missing men belonging to the escort, who were supposed at that time to
have been killed. An overcoat was found half a mile froia the camp,
which was the only trace of them to be discovered. At daylight I sent
out another party often men and a team to bring in whatever might
be found by the party first sent out, which returned in the afternoon
with the wagon and about half of the ammunition in good condition,
and considerable in a damaged state. One horse came in with the

stage belonging to the escort slightly wounded with arrows, and one
was found dead upon the ground near the camp. The other two were
probably captured by the Indians, and also the mules. The harness
was cut up and portions abstracted. Last night Lieutenant Hutchings
with sixteen men arrived at this post with the intelligence that the
three missing men from the escort had arrived safely at Fort Ellsworth.

I would respectfully beg leave to suggest that the escort furnished
at Fort Ellsworth, for the safe transportation of valuable ordnance
stores, over a route known to be swarming with hostile Indians, was
entirely inadequate. The loss of the stores may lead to serious results
and disasters, while a neglect of proper care to prevent their falling into
the hands of an unrelenting savage toe becomes a crime.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
THEO. COXKEY,

Captain, Third \Vinconnin CVm&amp;lt; //?/, Commanding Post.

Lieut. J. E. TAPPAN,
Actiny Assistant Adjutant- General.

f First indorsement.
]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF UPPER ARKANSAS,
Fort Riley, Ka&amp;lt;nn., December JO, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to Maj. C. IS. Chariot, assistant adjutant-
general, Department of Kansas, for the information of the general
commanding, and particular attention is called to the report of Captain
Conkey, which says:
The loss of aminuiiitiou may tend to serious results and disasters, while a neglect

of proper euro to prevent their falling into the hands of an unrelenting savage foe

becomes u crime.

B. S. HEXXIXG,
Major Third Wisconsin Car. TW.s., Commanding District.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leaventcorth, December 15, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters, Washington, D. C., for in

formation.
The apparent inadequacy of the escort furnished by the commander

at Fort Ellsworth will be properly investigated, but may be mainly
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attributed to a want of troops, which I am trying to correct by forward

ing more force from those I have been using against Price s invasion.
S. R. CUKTIS,

Major- General, Commanding.

DECEMBER 7, 1864. Affair at the Moselle Bridge, near Franklin, Mo.

Eeport of 3Iaj. Charles H. Gregory, Seventh Kansas Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS POST OF FRANKLIN,
Franklin, Mo., December 9, 1864.

LIEUTENANT : I would respectfully report that an attempt was made
on the night of the 7th instant to burn the Moselle Bridge on the
Southwest Branch Pacific Railroad. When discovered by the guard
from Company E, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, the incendiary was sitting
on the bridge trying to kindle a fire with a brand which he had with
him. He was fired on by the guard, six balls passing through him,
causing instant death. The man was dressed in rebel uniform and
could not be recognized by citizens in the vicinity.

Your obedient servant,
C. H. GREGORY,

Major Seventh Kansas Veteran Cavalry, Commanding Post.

Lieut. J. C. BRADEN.
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

DECEMBER 7-8, 1864. Expedition from Devall s Bluff to Augusta, Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews, U. S. Army, commanding
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevaWs Bluff, Ark., December 8, 18649 p. m.

CAPTAIN: Captain Swan, Third Minnesota, who left here yesterday
morning for Augusta with 100 men on the Mattie, has returned, having
met with no accident or loss. Xo organized force near Augusta, which

place he left at 9 o clock this morning, having surrounded it before day
light. The force under McDowell, of about 000 men, which was twelve
miles above Augusta two weeks ago, has divided to go south. A part
went northwest. The rest crossed Cache River. Dobbin with a very
few men is east of Cache, and expects to organize on the loth instant.

Tie has promised the citizens that he will not molest a boat which may
be sent up to Augusta to take their cotton. Such are the statements
made to Captain Swan by all classes at Augusta. The people say they
are in great need of salt and expect suffering, It was reported at Des
Arc that Rayborne had a skirmish with Federal troops day before yes
terday on Brownsville and Des Arc road.

C. C. ANDREWS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. S. E. GRAVES,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock.
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DECEMBER 8, 1864. Affair at Tuscumbia, Mo.

Report of Lieut. Col. Theodore A. Switzler, Sixth Missouri Cnralry, com
manding Fir fit Sub- District.

DECEMBER 1(5. 18(14.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the Sth instant, 9 a. in.,
a party of rebels, some fifty in number, captured Tuscumbia, and dis
armed and paroled some twenty-five of Captain Brown s company,
Enrolled Missouri Militia, stationed there. The rebs were commanded by
Capt. W. C. Clark, Missouri Cavalry, C. S. Army. The officers and men
dressed in full Federal uniform, had papers and saddles marked Second
Colorado Cavalry, and passed themselves as belonging; to that regiment,
went on south, and nothing further from them. Since J assumed com
mand I learn that this party crossed the Missouri River near Roche-

port and the railroad between Tipton and Syracuse, &c.
T. A. SWITZLER,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding First Sub-Military District.

Capt. J. II. STEGER.
Assistant Adjutant- General, Warrenaburg, Mo.

DECEMBER 10-23, 1864. Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona,
with skirmish (15th) on Hassayampa Creek.

No. 1. Capt. Allen L. Anderson, Fifth l
r

. S. Infantry.
No. 2. Capt. John Thompson. First New Mexico Cavalry.

Report of Capt. Allen L. Anderson, Fifth I&quot;, S. Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ARIZONA,
Fort Whipple, Ariz. Ter., December X8, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the 10th instant 1

started from this post on an Indian scout with Capt. J. Thompson and
twenty-two enlisted men of Company K, First Cavalry, New Mexico Vol
unteers. Messrs. Cooler, Weaver, James, Smith, and Rice, and a Utah
Indian, named Dick, volunteered their services as guides and accom
panied the command. The command was rationed for fifteen days.
The middle trail to the Hassayampa was followed. This leads pver the

tops of the mountains in a southwest direction from Prescott. The
ascent is quite steep. We crossed the summit about seven miles from
Prescott and encamped at a spring about half a mile farther on. Found
an abundance of wood, water, and grass. Weather clear and cold.

December 11, descended the mountain in a southwest direction three

miles, and entered a ravine leading to the south. Traveled down the

ravine three miles, and then turned southeast over a rolling country
for two miles, when we entered a caflada which drains into the Hassay
ampa. Descending it four miles, we entered the valley of the Hassay
ampa Creek, which we ascended half a mile and encamped near the

Tanks. There is no running water in the bed of the creek at this point.
Wood scarce. Water standing in the tanks. Grass on the mesas
abundant and good. Haifa mile above cam]) the stream issues from
a deep canon, inclosed by the highest peaks of the mountains. In a
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direct Hue from the Tanks to Prescott the mountains are barely passa
ble by a difficult mule trail. The range of hills west of the valley are
low. On the east a high range (continuation of the Walker Mountains)
stretches from the canon at the Tanks, gradually receding from
the stream as it runs south. December 12, descended the valley
ten miles to Walnut Grove (Mr. Weaver s). The valley widens as it

descends, and cottonwood and walnut trees abound in this part. The
water rises a mile and a half above Mr. Weaver s. It has a volume of

about thirty inches. The hills on the eastern side are low, those to the
west rise into low mountains. Half a mile below Weaver s the stream
enters a shallow canon. Just below this point McLeod & Co. are

working placer diggings, which yield about 1,200 a week. Indian
tracks were observed on the way down, and on reaching Mr. Weaver s

we were informed that the day before, the Indians having threatened
to take Mr. Weaver s corn, the settlers in the neighborhood attacked

them, killing 3 and wounding several. Wood, water, and grass abun
dant. Weather mild and clear.

December 13, the trail leaves the river, passing over the hills to the
east and enters the valley again two miles below. We descended the
river six miles and camped. The valley is of the same character as
above at Weaver s. About a mile below camp the stream enters the
Lower or Big Canon. Kaiii began to fall in the evening and continued
all night. December 14, rained steadily all day. Trail left the creek
a mile below camp and crossed a hilly country for nine miles

;
course

southeast. Here we found Indian trails. Here we turned up a ravine

draining into the Hassayampa. The ravine is narrow, shallow, and

rocky, inclosed by low hills of the same character. We ascended this

ravine two miles, and half a mile to the left in a side ravine found
water. The rain was very cold, and several of the party were suffering
from rheumatism. Spies were sent out in several directions to look for

smokes. Two of the parties were successful, and it was determined to

attack the1 two rancherias simultaneously. One village lay about ten
miles to the northeast and the other three and a half to the west. Our
position was so well hidden by the surrounding hills and our nres were
kindled so late that little fear was entertained of their discovering us.

Wr
e were on the western side of a high ridge of granite hills, running

parallel to the Walker Mountains, and about five miles from them. It

rained incessantly, and as all the clothing and blankets were saturated,
no one slept. December 15, Captain Thompson with twelve enlisted

men and two citizens (Mr. Cooler and the Indian, Dick) left camp at

3.30 a. m. I left camp an hour later with eleven men and Messrs.

Weaver, Rice, and Smith. A corporal and three men were left in camp.
Both parties were on foot. .lust at daylight we heard the firing of

Captain Thompson s party. About twenty minutes later we attacked
the rancheria we had been looking for. There were seven Indians in

the rancheria. Three were killed: a woman and 2 children were cap
tured, and one Indian escaped on all fours into the labyrinth of rocks,

leaving a bloody trail behind, him. These Indians had no animals nor
tire-arms. They are Touto Apaches. Everything in the camp was
burned. Shortly after we reached our camp (10 a. in.) Captain Thomp
son and party returned. There were fifteen Indians in the rancheria
he attacked; eleven were killed, and the remaining four left such

quantities of blood on their trails as to show conclusively that they
were severely wounded. Captain Thompson s report is forwarded
herewith. The command remained in camp during the day. Rain fell

at intervals during the dav and night.
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December 16, returned to the main ravine. Course for six miles over
a hilly country to the divide between the Hassayampa and Agua Fria.

This is near the southwestern point of the Walker range. In front of

us was a depression separating the Walker Mountains from a low range
five miles to the south. Between the latter range and the Gila there
is a low flat country. During a clear interval the Mazatzal and the
Final Mountains were visible through the gaps as well as the range
between the Agua Fria and the Rio Verde. A deep canon lay to our
left which bore a little to the south. We crossed it, traveling over a

rough hilly country in an easterly direction. Camped at an old Indian

camp. Numerous quartz ledges were seen near the trail. Many of

them could be traced all the way up the side of the mountain. This

region gives every indication of being rich in minerals. It has never
been explored. Several showers fell during the day. Distance from
last camp about fourteen miles. December 17, traveled in the same
general course for eighteen miles. Two miles from camp entered a

large canon running south of east. The main range from which it

issues where we entered it forms for three miles its northern wall, for

which distance its course is east. We nooned in the canon. After

traveling down it three miles we then climbed the left-hand side of the

canon, following the easterly course. Our road lay over rough foot

hills of the mountains till within four miles of our evening s camp, when
the country opened out. We camped in a suallow canon with running
water, plenty of wood and grass. Saw some Indian tracks three or

four days old. No fires were allowed to be lit until night, as our route

during the day gave us every chance of reaching camp without being
discovered by the Indians. Sent out spies to look for smokes and

signs but they were not successful. It rained, sleeted, or snowed
almost without intermission during the day, and sleeted or snowed all

night. Distance traveled, eighteen miles. December 18, descended
the canon east for three miles, then turned north for three miles over a

spur of the mountains and descended into the bed of the Agua Fria.

There is no water at this point. A mile farther up the valley we
nooned. The valley is from 100 to 200 yards wide, bounded by sand
stone hills or mesas, some of the cliffs of which present strangely curved
and contorted strata that forms one of the strangest landscape features

1 have seen. It rained all the afternoon. Marched six miles farther up
the stream (north) and camped. Total distance twelve miles. Found
standing water, plenty of wood and grass. Tried to sleep in wet
blankets for the fifth night.
December 19, the sky was clear at sunrise, but rain began to fall at

about 8 o clock and did not cease till 1 p. m. Marched north for about
six miles and nooned at an old camp apparently made by soldiers. A
mile above camp left the Agua Fria by a mistake of one of the guides
and ascended Black Canon. This is said to be the shortest route to

Woolsey s, but I was anxious to ascend the Agua Fria all the way, in

hopes of finding some Indian rancherias there was reason to believe

were in that neighborhood. As our animals were too tired and rations

too short to allow us to correct the error, it was determined to return

to the fort as rapidly as possible. Ten miles from camp we left the

eanon, ascending the north bank, and three miles farther on camped
in the hills with a little standing water, a scarcity of wood, but an
abundance of good grama. The night was clear and cold. December
20, three miles from camp descended into Black Caiiou again at the

Mexican town. We were in hopes of finding Indians there, but were

disappointed. The Mexicans are accused of trading with them. Nooned
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at Doctor Willing s camp, two miles above the village and near the east
bank of the canon. Camped without water in an open valley five miles
northwest of the doctor s ranch. Fine grass and but little wood. Decem
ber 21, our course was northwest to-day over a rolling country as far as

Dripping Spring, five miles. Here is a steep ascent of some 300 feet.

Beyond this to Big Bug the trail is over a hilly but not very rough
country. Camped in a ravine about four miles east of the Big Bug.
Water in holes

;
wood and grass plenty. Ground covered with snow.

December 22, route northwest. Crossed the Big Bug Canada four miles
from camp. The trail is a tolerably good one from here to Woolsey s.

Traveled through three or four inches of snow. Weather severely cold.

December 23, returned to the fort by way of the direct trail. The men
of our little command bore the hardships to which they were subjected
with commendable patience, and showed praiseworthy, alacrity in the

performance of their duty. Captain Thompson and his men deserve

praise for the discipline thus evinced. I desire to call the attention of
the department commander to the valuable services of the citizens who
accompanied us. Expeditions at this season of the year are destructive
to stock and trying to the men, but I am satisfied that a winter cam
paign is the surest means of reducing Indians to subjection.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. ANDERSON,

Captain, Fifth U. S. Infantry.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Hdqrs. Department of Xew Mexico, /Santa Fe, If. Mex.

No. 2.

Report of Capt. John Thompson, First New Mexico Cavalry.

CAMP TONTO, ARIZ. TER., December 17, 1864.

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report briefly as follows :

In obedience to your order of the 15th instant I left camp at 1 a. m. with
ten enlisted men of my company (K), First Cavalry, New Mexico Volun

teers, Mr. Cooler and the UteIndian (Dick) as Indian guides, and marched
over the mountains a distance of about ten miles. At daylight in the

morning I came in sight of the Indian camp and marched cautiously with

my men and the two guides until I came within 300 yards of their camp.
I then ordered the men to take off their boots in order to create but as

little noise as possible and make a rush for the camp. Every man
responded cheerfully, each trying to excel the other to see which would
kill the first Indian. The Indians were not alarmed until the very
moment the attack commenced, when they showed fight, but it was of

very short duration, whereas they were shot down as fast as powder
and lead would admit, and every man went into the engagement with
a determination. The camp was composed of fifteen Apache warriors,
II of whom were killed. The other four got away, but were badly
wounded. They were trailed by their blood for some distance, but suc

ceeded in getting off . After the engagement was over I destroyed their

camp. Mr. Cooler and the TJte boy Dick (Indian guides), deserve much
credit for the faithful manner in which they performed their duty and

participated in the fight at the time of the engagement, and I would

respectfully recommend them both as being faithful Indian guides and
brave men. During the fight Private Brandon, of my company, got



988 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. (CHAP. LIII.

slightly wounded in the knee with an arrow, which was the only cas

ualty sustained on our side. After the work of destruction was com
pleted, I returned to cainp from whence I started, where I arrived at
11 a. in. Total distance marched, twenty miles.

I ant, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. THOMPSON,

Capt., First Cav., N. Mex. Fo/s., Commanding Company K.

Capt. A. L. ANDERSON,
Fifth U: #. Infantry, Commanding Expedition.

DECEMBER 13, 1864. Affair near Devall s Bluff, Ark.

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andreics, commanding Second

Division, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
DevalVx Bluff, Ark., December 14, 1864.

CAPTAIN: An independent picket, which I had placed three miles
east of here, captured 2 enlisted men of Dobbin s command last even

ing. They report that Taylor s company, of Dobbin s command, is to

rendezvous at Coffee Creek, twenty miles from Clarendon, to-morrow.
C. C. ANDREWS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Capt. S. E. GRAVES,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock.

DECEMBER 13-14, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to and beyond Mor

gan s Ferry, La.

Report of Cot. John H. Kelly, One hundred and fourteenth Ohio Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS 17. S. EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,
Morganza, La., December 15, 1864.

GENERAL: I have the honor to very respectfully submit the follow

ing report, viz :

In obedience to instructions from headquarters U. S. forces, dated

Morganza, La., December 12, 1804, 1 took command of the expedition
composed of the Thirty-fourth Iowa Regiment, One hundred and four

teenth Ohio Regiment, one section of the Second Massachusetts Bat

tery, and a detachment of the Second New York Veteran Cavalry, for

the purpose of escorting and supporting Major Conover, Sixteenth
Indiana Mounted Infantry, and his command in crossing the Atcha-

falaya River. The expedition moved from Morgauza, La., December
L

J, 1804, at 8 a. m. and advanced to Morgan s Ferry bridge. At Cat-
tlett s, a distance of nine miles, the column was halted for dinner and to

await the arrival of Major Conover and his command, which arrived
about 12 in., bringing with them four pontoon-boats for the purpose of

crossing the river. Major Conover and Major Bell took a party and
went forward from this point to the river to reconnoiter and select the

point for crossing. 1 detached Lieutenant-Colonel Duugan, Thirty-
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fourth Iowa, with them for the purpose of selecting suitable position for

the artillery and the disposition of the troops to cover the crossing-
after Major Conover had selected the crossing-. It was arranged that,

the expedition would move forward within one mile of the river and
halt until the place of crossing- was selected and reported to me. Major
Conover returned about sunset and reported that a crossing had been
selected and that there were no rebel pickets near the point selected.

About 7 p. in. I moved the expedition up to the river, stationed the

artillery and disposed the forces, launched the boats and commenced
crossing the command over at 8 p. m. The command to be-crossed over
consisted of 212 men, their horses, saddles, carbines, and equipments.
The means of crossing were the four boats before mentioned, each of

which took four men, their saddles, bridles, equipments, &c., swimming
their four horses alongside the boat. The entire command was crossed
over and in readiness to move, and moved off at 12 midnight. Major
Conover and I agreed upon a signal by which I could recognize him or

any of his command in case they were compelled to return to the river. I

then had the boats all taken out of the river and put out of view from
the opposite side of the river to prevent the enemy from discovering
by what means the force had crossed over. I then gave orders to the
officers in charge of the artillery to report to me anything that might
occur on the opposite side of the river. At 3 a. m. Major Conover and
his command returned and reported that he had moved with his com
mand about six miles down the river, encountered an impassable bayou,
had a man drowned in attempting to cross over it, and that he desired
me to recross his command. At b a. in. the boats were again launched
and the crossing commenced. By Ha. in. the command was over, the
boats reloaded on the wagons, and the entire expedition in readiness to

move. In crossing and recrossing Major Conover s command no acci

dent or misfortune of any kind occurred. We met no force on our way
out, neither did we encounter any at the crossing. Major Conover cap
tured one prisoner whom 1 forwarded to the provost-marshal U. S.

forces. The officers in command of the regiments, detachments, and
artillery rendered efficient aid and services. The officers and troops of

the entire expedition rendered aid promptly when called upon, and
conducted themselves in an officer-like and soldierly manner. The ex

pedition arrived at Morgauza December 14, 6 p. in.

Eespectfully submitted.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN II. KELLY,
Colonel lilt It Ohio Vol. Infty., Commanding Expedition.

Brig. Gen. D. ULLMANN,
Commanding U. $. Fonrs.

DECEMBER 13-15, 1864. Expedition up the White River from Devall s

Bluff, Ark.

Report of Col. Hans Mattson, Third Minnesota, Infantry, commanding
First Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIG., SECOND Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
.Devall s Bluff, December 15, 1864.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of order from
the brigadier-general commanding division. I proceeded on the 13th

instant on board the steamers Hir William Wallace and Kate Hart
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with 400 infantry and 150 cavalry up White Kiver. I disembarked
seventy-five cavalry, Captain Flesher, at Peach Orchard Bluff, at 8
o clock that evening. Also ninety-five infantry, Capt. O. F. Dreher, at

Negro Hill, and ninety-five infantry, Lieutenant Armstrong, at month
of Red River, the same evening. 1 lauded with the remainder at the

point eight miles below Augusta at 1.30 o clock the same night. I

then proceeded in person with seventy-five cavalry, Captain Goss, and
seventy-five infantry, Captain Taylor, to Gray s Ferry, on the Cache,
ten miles east of Augusta where I got possession of the ferry and
crossed the cavalry before daylight. I stationed the infantry (Captain
Taylor) at the ferry, and with the cavalry scoured the country east of
Cache. I got as far as Widow Thomas place before the people or
soldiers in the country had any notice of our approach, but from that

place notice was spread, and immediately after all the Confederate
soldiers scattered in that neighborhood, under Colonels McCray, Dob
bin, Jackman, and Freeman, took to the woods and bottoms, where I

could not reach them. Captain Flesher, whom I expected to have met
at or near the Widow Thomas

,
was unable to cross the Cache at all:

therefore the programme as agreed upon at my previous interview with
the general, and which would otherwise have been good and successful,
was materially interfered with.
The certain information gathered is that Colonels McCray and Dob

bin are reorganizing their respective commands, and were to have ren
dezvoused on the 16th at a place six or eight miles east of Gray s

Ferry; that the neighboring country is overrun by small bands of rebel

soldiers and jayhawkers making their way to the proposed rendezvous ;

that the country abounds in corn and cattle, all of which is being
gathered by those forces; that the citizens are heartily tired of these
rebel marauders and anxious to have the country held by the U. S.

forces. I also learn that the forces about to be organized there will

probably number 500 men, mostly unarmed and short of ammunition,
and that the purpose of McCray is to move south, by way of Cotton
Plant, in a short time. Failing to form a junction with.Captain Flesher,
and finding that I could act by surprise no longer, I returned to Au
gusta in the afternoon of the 14th instant, where I joined Captain
Flesher, who had captured a number of rebel soldiers in the country
called The Point. Lieutenant-Colonel Foster, Avho had remained in the

vicinity of Augusta with the remainder of the infantry, captured a lot

of contraband goods on their way from Memphis to the west side of
White Kiver. 1 am convinced that an extensive contraband trade is.

carried on at Memphis with that part of the country at enormous,

profits (such as a bale of cotton for a barrel of salt) to the parties at

Memphis engaged in it. The articles captured were 10 barrels salt, 1

barrel pork, one-half barrel molasses, which T learned had been

smuggled through from Memphis by a party there named B. F. Leamice
to one E. G. Donnelly, of White County, Ark.
On my return I left Augusta at 4 o clock this morning, took on the

troops at Red River and Negro Hill, who had captured some prisoners
at or near West Point and at the salt-works. I learned that Captain
Rayborne is in the country about White River, below Red River, and
that the salt-works are being run per order of rebel General Shelby for

the Confederate cause. This I did not learn till after I had returned
below these works, or I should have destroyed them. We were fired

into by a party of perhaps a dozen men (probably Rayborne s) six miles

below Red River to-day, but no damage was done. No accident oc

curred during the trip. The officers and men all behaved with the



CHAP. LIU.] OPERATIONS NEAR MORGANZA, LA. 991

utmost promptitude and. good order, and I deem it a great pleasure to

testify especially to the energy, vigilance, and good and orderly be
havior of the command of Captain Goss, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, which I

had the best opportunity to observe, being constantly near them. We
captured during the trip* 5 Confederate officers, 24 Confederate soldiers,
3 bad disloyal citizens, 28 horses of rebel soldiers. We also destroyed
a number of small-arms found in the hands of rebel soldiers, and which
we could not conveniently carry. Finding that the ferry on the Cache
was used more by the citizens for their convenience than by the rebel

soldiers, and also that it might hereafter prove of value to our own
forces, I did not destroy it. The citizens of Augusta, especially the
known loyalists, are suffering much at the hands of jayhawkers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. MATTSON,

Colonel Third Minnesota Vol. Infty., Comdg. Brigade.

Capt. GEORGE MONROE,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Division, /Seventh Army Corps.

DECEMBER 14, 1864. Skirmish in the Cypress Swamp, near Cape Girar-

deau, Mo.

Report of Col. John B. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT,
Cape Girardcau, Mo., December 15, 1864.

GENERAL : Captain Tanner, commanding at Commerce, killed .3

guerrillas and took their arms in Cypress Swamp yesterday. One
escaped. Xo prisoners.

J. B. KOGEES,
Colonel, Commanding.

General EWING,
Commanding.

DECEMBER 14, 1864-JANUARY 5, 1865. Operations in the vicinity of

Hermitage Plantation, near Morganza, La.

Report of Capt. W. Irring Allen. Thirty-first Massachusetts Infantry.

HDQRS. THIRTY FIRST MASS. VOL. MOUNTED INFTY.,
Hermitage Plantation, La., January 7, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper
ations of this command since my report of December 14:

Information has been brought to me that a small party of rebel sol

diers was camping during the daytime in the canebrake behind the

plantations on College Point and by night committing depredations
along the coast. They had even gone so far as to take Doctor Trudeau,
a highly respectable citizen, from his bed at night and with a rope
about his neck try to extort from him money and valuables. On the

night of December 14 I sent a scouting party from the company at

* Nouiiual list omitted.
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Manning s plantation to find this camp. They found it just deserted,
and captured but 2 prisoners. This expedition at least discovered and
broke up their hiding-place, and for some time they did not appeal-
again on the coast. Soon after this I learned that at an obscure set

tlement on Black Bayou, between New and Amite Kivers, a number of
men from Doyal s and Gonzales companies had a rendezvous where
they lay in safety while we wrere scouting the ordinary roads and
whence they came at other times to make conscriptions and plunder
about the lower end of New River. This place is known as Seals Point,
and I had much difficulty in finding a guide to it, as it was away from
all the commonly used roads and no Federal scout had ever been there.
On the night of December 17 I had a~ party of thirty men organized
under three guides and sent them under Capt. L. 0. Howell to explore
the terra incognita. They marched all night, crossing New River at

Baptiste Laundry s bridge and Black Bayou, about four miles beyond,
over roads almost impassable, and reached the place just before day
light. Taking immediate possession of every house, they fouud con
cealed in various places five soldiers and brought them in the next day.
The same night I sent another party to scout the upper end of the New
Eiver country between the Dutch Stores and Hampton s Ferry, on
Bayou Manchac. They brought in 2 prisoners on the next day. Both
of these men were noted characters, being Confederate soldiers who had
joined a jayhawking gang under the lead of one John King. Their
robberies had for some time made the common roads in. that region a
terror even to peaceable travelers. It is only within the last fewr

days
that this gang lias been heard from since. Both the scouting parties
on this night were instructed by what different roads to go and return,
and in this way almost the whole of the country on this side of Amite
River wras scoured in a night.
On the night of the 18th I received information that a body of 150

men, under Doyal, would start that morning from Livingston Parish,
cross Amite River at some of the lower ferries, and come in to sweep the
New River settlements and upper coast plantations. I

,
determined to

meet them, if possible, in time to defeat their object, and accordingly
took the available strength of the command to the lower end of New
River. Calculating that they must first appear on the lower end of New
River I posted my main force near the Baptist church, picketed all the

bridges, and sent small recounoitering parties toward Amite River.
These captured 2 prisoners, and brought.word that no force had yet
appeared on Amite River. Determining to watch for them still longer
I sent one company to each of the ferries where they might be expected,
viz, at the French settlement at Scivique s, McGill s, and Hampton s

Ferries. During the night a small party appeared at Scivique s Ferry,
reconnoitered the crossing, and went away. I believe the information
on which I acted was premature, but that our movement prevented
them from crossing later, as sach a force did appear two days after on
the Amite, near the French settlement, and after remaining a day or
two went away, apparently fearing to cross. Since that time no im

portant scouts have been made. One effect of our work, I think, has
since been seen in the number of rebel soldiers who have come into

our lines voluntarily and applied to take the oath of allegiance. Since
December 22 eleven men of this description have been sent by me to

the provost-marshal at Doualdsonville to take the oath under the Pres
ident s amnesty proclamation. They are citizens of the New River

country, and came from the various commands with Scott. On the

night of January 2 a small scout from our lower company captured 1
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prisoner near Whitehall saw-mill. He had been inside our lines for

several days trying to procure a horse, clothes, and supplies. On the

night of January 4 another party from the same company lay concealed

by one of the fords on Bayou Conway, and captured 4 prisoners while

crossing the bayou. These men were also, coming in to procure them
selves clothing and supplies for another campaign. I am inclined to
treat such men as spies. They come into our camps with borrowed oaths
of allegiance in their possession, inspect our numbers and position, con
verse freely with our soldiers, and go out possessed of such information
as we can only obtain from spies. On the night of January 5 a small

scouting party near the Dutch Stores captured a load of provisions
being taken to cross Amite River, and without any military permits. I

ascertained from whom the provisions were purchased, arrested the

man, and shall send him with charges to the provost-marshal-general s

department. The number of prisoners captured by this command up to
this date is 21, 20 of whom have been sent to New Orleans, and 1 sick
man paroled for twenty days. No horses or men have yet been lost on
any of the scouts.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. I. ALLEN,

Captain, Commanding.
Capt. FREDERIC SPEED,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Defenses of New Orleans

DECEMBER 16-19, 1864. Expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya
Biver, La.

No. 1. Col. Henry X. Frisbie, Ninety-second U.S. Colored Infantry, commanding
expedition.

No. 2.&quot; Mnj. Francis A. Sears, Sixty-seventh. Indiana Infantry.

No. 3. Capt. Benjamin J. Summers, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry.
No. 4. Lieut. William II. Posey, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry.

No. 5. Lieut. Thomas Ledwick, Second New York Veteran Cavalry.

Report of Col. Henri/ N. Frisbie. Ninety-second U. 8. Colored Infantry,
comma ndiny expedition .

HEADQUARTERS NINETY-SECOND U. S. INFANTRY,
Morf/anza, La., December 18, 186-f.

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to announce my safe arrival with, my
command, and submit the following report:
The plan as laid down in your paragraph III of instructions to Colonel

Spicely was strictly .complied with. In the part therein assigned to me
which was executed without accident, I passed the house ofDoctor Smith,
nearwhose residenceActing Master Thatcherwas murdered, but nothing
was disturbed, and no halt was made longer than to catch several horses

and mules that were near the place. Near here we also passed the
new house of Mr. Parr, who was driven from near our picket-line. One
reason why no investigation was made of the premises of Doctor Smith
was from a misunderstanding of the instructions, as I supposed the gun
boats were to do the heavy work, and another was that 1 discovered a

63 R R VOL XLI, PT i
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number of horsemen moving rapidly on the main road, which had the

appearance of having had quite a number of large wagons just passed
over it. Who or what they were I could not learn. The horsemen were
found to belong to the organized baud of guerrilla scouts operating on
this side of the Atchafalaya Eiver. At Bayou Latenache I was joined
by Colonel Spicely and command, Avho directed me to proceed with my
command out Bayou Letsworth and exercise my discretion, which I did,

moving rapidly and soon came in sight of horsemen, who proved to be
long to Collins band, but he, with some of his men, I learned from un
doubted authority, had gone the day before across the Atchafalaya
River, bound for Alexandria. These men continued in sight most of the
afternoon and twice fired at the advance guard. We camped at the

plantation of J. R. Gayle, whose son is a member of Collins band, and
who was on picket at the door, and who tired at the advance guard and
then iled into the swamp on the bayou. A large number of hogs and
chickens were here, gathered for the purpose of giving our boys a big
Christmas, so they were appropriated as contraband of war. 1 then,
at daylight the next morning, moved through the swam]) to the mouth
of lied River and here sent Lieutenant Whitney, my acting quarter
master, to inform the gun-boats who we were, so they would not lire upon
us, and then moved the command along Old River opposite to Turnbull
Island. 1 saw him go down the river-bank, and have not seen or heard
from him since. Sergeant Darrow, of Company B, Second Xew York
Veteran Cavalry, accompanied him. I afterward learned a party of

eighteen mounted men had just passed down that road just previous to

my coming upon, it, so I have good reason to believe they were captured
on their return.
On arriving at the mouth of the Atchafalaya 1 discovered a large

mounted picket of the Twenty-third Texas Cavalry on the opposite
side, and when I commenced to tire upon them they rapidly withdrew
and formed in line beyond range, and on showing a disposition to cross
over they displayed an infantry force of several hundred men and
wagons moving behind the woods from Simsport, might have been

artillery, although I had from pretty reliable information that they have
none this side of Evergreen, which is situated at the junction of Bayou
Rouge and Bayou de Glaise, which I am inclined to think is named on

my map as Moreanvillc. Particular pains were taken to investigate
the premises of a Mr. Barbrc and iix his status, and he was found to

be a noted rebel. Several boats lay upon the opposite side of the Atch-

afalaya and one on this side, probably used for crossing. In returning
we came through the swamp to the residence of Mr. Winston, an out

law, whose wife now keeps a rendezvous for guerrillas, and after giving
her some valuable instructions she inquired if that was to be the new
\vay to restore the Union, and was told that a perseverance in her evil

courses would leave her homeless. She acquiesced in the arrangement
and said, forewarned was forearmed. Miss Carpenter is teaching her
children. We camped again at Mr. Gayle s. During the night I re

ceived information from Mr. ilobie, who lives near there, that I might
expect an attack on my return, and from an evident movement in con
siderable force of the enemy around my camp during the night I be
lieved it to be true, so I started two hours before day, but none was
made, although some horsemen were seen. A small force of the enemy
was in sight all the way down Old River, and their pursuit did not
cease until AVC reached the Mississippi. I saw a log wagon which would
be valuable at your saw-mill. I did not bring it for the want of trans

portation. I believe the large number of able-bodied colored men seen
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on former occasions have been sent to Bayou Latenache and have their

habitations moved to the woods in the rear of the plantations. I ob
tained such information as leads me to believe colored regiments are

being- organized at Alexandria. I desire to express my approval of

the spirit and courage of my troops, and whenever there was any indi

cation of meeting the enemy their conduct pleased mo. They will fight
and sell their lives dearly, and their worth I believe is in proportion to

the courage, discipline, and efficiency of the officers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. N. FRISBIE,

Colonel of Ninety-second Infantry, Commanding Expedition,
Lieut. O. A. RICE,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Maj. Francis A. *Sm/
.s, Sixty-aeoenth Indiana Infantry.

HDQRS. SIXTY-SEVENTH RKOT. IND. INFTY. VOLS.,
Moryanza, La., December 19, 1864.

SIR: Agreeable to instructions from Colonel Spicely, commanding
brigade, L have the honor to submit the following report of the Sixty-
seventh Indiana Infantry Volunteers in the late expedition up Old
River :

On the morning of the 16th instant I took my regiment on board the
steamer Starlight at 4 a. m.; proceeding up the Mississippi -River to

Hog Point, La., I put one company on shore to cover the landing of

troops from the steamer Ada May. I then proceeded with my regiment
to tlie mouth of Old River; went up the same to a point near Port

Williams, at which place I debarked. We marched down on the right
bank of said river about six miles, where we camped for the night.

My command here foraged off the country, collecting such things as
were needed by the troops. On the morning of the 17th instant I sent
a detail of one commissioned officer and thirty men to Raskasee Island;
said detail collected 1.1 head of beef-cattle, 7 horses, and 30 head of

sheep. About li o clock of the 1 7th my regiment, excepting the afore

said detail, which returned on the steamer Starlight, marched back
to this point, reaching here about (i p. m. of the 17th instant. The
surplus stock captured on the expedition was turned over to the post

quartermaster, all of which is respectfully submitted.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. SEARS,

Major, Commanding Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteers.

Lieut. OSCAII A. RICE,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

:NO. s.

Report of Capt. Benjamin J. Summers, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry.

HDQRS. TWENTY-FOURTH INDIANA VOLUNTEER INFTY.,
Morgansa, La., December 19. 1804.

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to herewith transmit to you my report of

the part taken by the Twenty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry 011 the
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late expedition from this point. It moved on the morning of the loth
instant in connection with the Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry
on board transport steamer Starlight, and arrived at Williamsport on
Old River at 2 p.m.; disembarked and moved down Old River five

miles, and went into camp for the night. On the morning of the 16th
I sent out a detail of thirty men, in charge of a captain, for the purpose
of collecting forage. The foraging party returned at 1 p. m. At 4 p.
m. I received orders from Colonel Spicely, commanding the expedition,
to proceed to Morgan/a. Arrived at Morganza at 9 p. m. The con
duct of the officers and men of my command was soldierly throughout
the entire expedition.

Respectfully submitted.
B. J. SUMMERS,

(
1

apt., Comdy. Tice-nty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

Capt. ,J. (1. DUNLAP,
Actfj. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Briy., Reserve Corps.

No. 4.

Report of Lieut. William H. Posey, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry.

OFFICE R. Q. M. TWENTY-FOURTH IND. INFTY. VOLS.,

Morganza, La., December 1J, ItiG-i.

SIR: I have the honor to report the following disposition made of the

property captured by the U. S. forces on Old River, December 1(5, 18(14,

and placed in my charge. I turned in to Capt. D. A. Ward, acting
assistant quartermaster, 1) horses and 6 mules, and to Captain Whit-

tlesey, commissary of subsistence, 27 head of beef-cattle and 9 barrels

of molasses.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H, POSEY,
First Lieut, and R. Q. M. Twenty-fourth Iiid. Vol. Infantry.

Capt. J. G. DUNLAP,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brig., lictscrre Corps.

No. 5.

Report of Lieut. Thomas Lcdicick, Second Xeir York Veteran Cavalry.

CAMP SECOND NEW YORK VETERAN CAVALRY,
Moryanza, La., December ^0, Itid-l.

COLONEL: In compliance with your orders on the morning of the

17th instant, I proceeded down the Old River road, taking all the

horses and mules that in my opinion was serviceable. Near the line of

march captured 19 horses and 7 mules. Turned them in to D. A. Ward,
post quartermaster. Arrived in camp 5 o clock same day.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS. LEDWICK,

Lieut., Comdy. Detach. Second New York Vet. Cavalry.

Colonel SPICELY.
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DECEMBER 18, 1864. Skirmish on Little River, in New Madrid County, Mo.

Report of Col. John B. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, December 30, 1864.

GENERAL : A band of guerrillasmade their appearance m&amp;gt;ar Benton on
the 18th instant stealing horses. Captain Taimer, ofCommerce, Enrolled
Missouri Militia, with twenty men, pursued to Little River, thirty-tive
miles, and killed 1, and recaptured 2 of the stolen horses. The balance
scattered and escaped.

J. B. ROGERS,
Co lo n e I , Commanding.

General EwlNtt,

Commanding.

DECEMBER 20, 1864-JANUARY 4, 1865. Expeditions from Cape Girardeau
and Dallas, Mo., to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and the Saint Francis River, with
skirmishes.

Report of Col. John li. Rogers, Second Missouri titate Militia Cavalry.

SECOND SUH-DISTRIOT, SAINT LOUTS DISTRICT,
Cape Girardeau, Mo., January d, 186;~&amp;gt;.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 20th ultimo I

ordered Maj. Josephus Robbins, Second Cavalry Missouri State Militia,
with a detachment of thirty men of the Second Cavalry Missouri State
Militia, and Lieutenant Rinne, with a detachment of Battery C, Second
Missouri Artillery, to move from this post to Bloomtield with iifteen

days small rations, with instructions to search for the enemy in the
direction of Cherokee Bay, Ark., where he \vasreported in force. The
expedition arrived at Bloonilield on the evening of the 22d, when they
ascertained that by reason of late heavy rains the Saint Francis River
was impassable, and they were compelled to remain at Bloonilield some
two or three days. Information having been received from the com
manding otiicer of the Saint Louis District that a quantity of arms
were secreted on Horse Island near the Arkansas line, I ordered Major
Robbins to proceed there at once with his command and hfty men from
the post of Bloonilield, being detachments of Second Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, and sixth months volunteers, Enrolled Missouri Militia,

making the whole strength of the command 100 men. The expedition
met with but little resistance, and having thoroughly searched Horse
Island and scoured the country thereabout, finding neither arms nor
ammunition, returned to Bloomrield. having killed 1 captain, 1 lieuten

ant, and (&amp;gt; men, capturing 1 prisoner and 20 horses, with no casualty
on our side. In the meantime, agreeable to my orders, Captain Coch-

ran, commanding company six months volunteers, Enrolled Missouri

Militia, marched from Dallas with fifty men of his company to Poplar
Bluff, with instructions to report to Major Robbins at that place.

Captain Cochran on his arrival at the bluff communicated with Major
Robbins at Indian Ford on the Saint Francis River. Finding Major
Robbins unable to cross his command, I ordered Captain Cochran to

return to Dallas at his leisure, thoroughly scouting the country as he
went. He then marched to the Ash Mills, finding six guerrillas, killing
4 of the number, 2 escaping. He captured their horses and arms. He



998 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. Lin.

took prisoner one conscript, who, attempting to escape, was shot by the

guard. He also routed other bands of guerrillas, killing 2 and cap
turing their horses; thence returned to Dallas, having killed in all 7

guerrillas, captured 12 horses, 2 Enfield rifles and 8 common rifles. The
whole expedition thus resulting in the killing of 15 guerrillas, capturing
1, and 32 horses, several stand of arms, and routing several bands of
robbers.

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. B. ROGERS,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING, Jr.,

Commanding Saint Louis District, Saint Louis, Mo.

DECEMBER 21, 1864-JANUARY 5, 1865. Expedition from Memphis,
Term., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, with engagements at

Verona, Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th).

REPORTS.

No. 1. Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby, U. S. Army, commanding Military Division

of West Mississippi.

No. 2. Maj. Gen. Napoleon .1. T. Dana, U. S. Army, commanding Department of

Mississippi.

No. 3. Maj. Gen. Cadwallader (, . Washburn, I . S. Army, commanding District of

Vickslmrg.
No. 4. Brig. (Jen. Benjamin H. Grierson, II. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division,

Department of Mississippi.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Edward R. A&amp;gt;. Canby, U. S. Army, commanding
Military Division of Wctit Mississippi.

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI,
Neic Orleans, La., January &amp;lt;V,

ISOS.

GENERAL: General Grierson arrived with his command to a place
within a few miles from Vicksburg on the evening of the 4th. The
expedition has been perfectly successful. The following are the par
ticulars received: About 100 miles of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad
have been destroyed, together with nine locomotives, &c. Eight hun
dred prisoners captured, with nearly horses enough to mount them all.

E. II. S. CANBY,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of titaff of the Army, Washington, D. C.

No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana, U. 8. Army, commanding
Department of Mississippi.

MEMPHIS, TENN., January 3, 18G5.

GENERAL : I have information from the expedition sent by me against
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad as late as December 27. On that day it
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was four miles below Okolona, having destroyed the road from Boon-
ville to that point. The camp of Forrest s dismounted men. at Verona
was surprised on Christmas night and dispersed. Six commissioned
officers and 20 men were captured. Three hundred army wagons, 4,000
new carbines, two trains of 32 cars, and very large amounts of ammu
nition, commissary and quartermaster stores destroyed. Twenty-nine
bridges, large quantities of trestle-work, and many miles of track

thoroughly destroyed. Not a man lost up to that time, and the expedi
tion progressing in fine .spirits. The enemy reported concentrating in

their front.

X. J. T. DAXA,
Major- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. II. \V. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Memphis, Tcnn., January &amp;lt;S,

1865.

I have the gratifying opportunity of reporting the result of another

very successful expedition to the major-general commanding.
The cavalry expedition sent by me from this point against the Mobile

and Ohio Kailroad has reached Vicksburg in safety and in good condi

tion, witli about 550 prisoners, 1,000 negroes, and 800 horses and mules.
General Grierson has just arrived here and his force will follow as last

as transportation can be procured. When his brigade commanders
arrive and I receive his report I will forward it to you. Meanwhile 1

give you the following outline of the work done:
The expedition left here on the 21st December in wretched weather,

about 3, . 500 strong, and moved directly east, threatening Corinth.
Detachments were sent out which cut the telegraph from Grand Junc
tion to Corinth, and also cut it and destroyed four bridges between
Booneville and Guntown on the Mobile and Ohio road. The main
column then moved rapidly on Tupelo, and on Christmas night sur

prised, captured, and dispersed Forrest s dismounted camp at Verona.
Here they captured (J officers and 20 men, destroyed two trains of six

teen cars, each loaded with new wagons, pontoons, supplies, &c., for

Hood; burned 300 army wagons, most of which had been captured
from Sturgis; destroyed 4,000 new English carbines, which were for

Forrest s command, and large amounts of ordnance stores and ammu
nition, with quartermaster stores, and commissary stores for Hood s

army. From Verona the command moved south along the line of the

road, destroying it thoroughly to a point between Egypt and Prairie

Stations.

At Okolona telegrams were taken from the wires from Lieutenant
General Taylor and Major-General Gardner, ordering Egypt to be held
at all hazards, and promising re-enforcements from Mobile and other

points. On the morning of the 2Sth the enemy was attacked at Egypt.
General Grierson reports them about 1,200 strong with infantry, cav

alry, and four guns on platform cars. Two trains, loaded with infan

try, under Gardner, were in sight when the attack was made. A force

was thrown between them and the garrison, and Gardner had the mor
tification to see his friends dispersed after a fight of two hours and the
stockade carried by assault, and its defenders, to the number of about

500, captured. The rebel Brigadier Gholson was among the killed.

Another train of 14 cars was destroyed here. The command was now
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encumbered with so many prisoners and animals that, with the hostile

force in front, it was useless to think longer of going to Cahawba.
Accordingly the column turned west and southwest, through Houston
and Bellefontaine, to the Mississippi Central Railroad, striking it at
&quot;Winona. A detachment was sent to Bankston, which destroyed the

large and valuable factories which worked 500 hands to supply the
rebel army with cloth, clothing, and shoes; large quantities of wool,
cloth, and leather were destroyed. A detachment was sent to Grenada,
which destroyed the new machine shops and all public property in the

place. A brigade was sent south from Grenada, under Colonel Osband,
which destroyed the road and telegraph for thirty-tive miles, and then
met a brigade of the enemy underWirt Adams, at Franklin, charged
and drove them from the field, leaving 25 of their dead on the ground.
The troops arrived at Vicksbnrg on the 5th of January. About forty
miles ou each road is destroyed, including a large number of bridges,
telegraph depots, switches, turn-tables, and water tanks, 4 serviceable

locomotives, and 10 which were undergoing repairs, about 100 cars, a

pile-driver and engine, 700 fat hogs, very large amounts of corn and
wheat, and 1,000 stand of new arms at Egypt, in addition to the 4,000
destroyed at Verona. I believe this expedition, in its damaging results

to the enemy, is secoijd in importance to none during the war. 80 soon
as the cavalry is sufficiently recruited, I will execute the orders 1 have
received from you relative to Madison and Carroll Parishes, La. I shall

immediately dispatch Winslow s command to Louisville according to

former orders, but as Hood and Forrest are both reported at Corinth,
and will be compelled to do something for relief, it really appears to

me that force, is required here rather than north of the Tennessee.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,

N. J. T. DANA,
Major-dencvfil.

Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN,
Asst. Adjt. Got., Military JHrialon of Went Mixx-ixxippi.

Xo. 3.

Report of Maj. (Sen. Cadwalhidcr C. Washburn U. A . Army, command
ing Jfistrict of Vickxbury.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF VIOKSBURG,
Vicksbury, Mm1

., January 5, 1SG5.

GENERAL : The cavalry expedition under Brigadier-General Grierson
sent out from Memphis about the 20th ultimo arrived here in good
order to-day. The expedition has been a complete success. They
struck the Mobile and Ohio railroad, between Boonville and Guntown,
and passed down the line of the road, destroying it as they went, as

far south as Egypt Station. At this last place they captured over 500

prisoners, and mortally wounded Brigadier-General Gholson. They
captured and destroyed 300 army wagons, 4,000 new carbines, an im
mense amount of ammunition, two trains of cars, and a large amount
of commissary and quartermaster s stores. Leaving the Mobile and
Ohio road at Egypt, the command swept across the State, striking the

Mississippi Central Railroad below Grenada, and destroying it for about

thirty miles. At Grenada a number of locomotives and a large num
ber of cars; at Baukston cloth and shoe factories, employing over 500
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hands, were destroyed. The whole affair has been most successful, and
reflects great credit on Brigadier-General Grierson for the skill and
dash with which it was executed.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
( . V. WASHBURN,

Major- General .

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY.
Commanding Military Division, of West Mississippi.

No. 4.

Br uj. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, U. S. Army, comma-ndiny Cavalry
Division. Department of Mississippi.

HDQRS. CAV. Div., DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Memphis, Tenn., January it, 1865.

SIR: I have just returned from an important and highly successful

expedition against the lines of the enemy s communications and his

stores in Mississippi. The task was accomplished by a command
which was inferior, both in organization and numbers, consisting, in a

great part, of detachments of regiments which were heretofore under

my command, but the greater portion of which were recently transferred
to Middle Tennessee. I beg leave to state that a few months since I

\vasin command of a division of tifteen regiments of cavalry, which I had
succeeded after much labor in organizing and equipping in a manner
.second to no body of cavalry in the U. S. service, as will be seen by refer

ence to the reports of the inspector-general. District of West Tennessee.
One by one these regiments have been taken from my command and
transferred to other officers in Middle Tennessee, Arkansas, and Mis

souri, until but a mere shadow of my former splendid command remains.
With this I have attempted and succeeded in a hazardous expedition
at a period when roads and streams were considered almost impassable.
1 further take the liberty of expressing my belief that the emergencies
in Middle Tennessee, Arkansas, and Missouri have ceased, and as
from the most reliable and recent reports the army of General Hood
has fallen back and concentrated near Corinth, I believe Memphis,
or some other point on the Mississippi River, to be favorable for the

concentration of cavalry in order to operate successfully against the

enemy s lines of communication in the West, the river being a much
more efficient agent than railroads tor the transportation of forage and
other supplies necessary for the successful management of cavalry.

T respectfully and earnestly request that 1 be allowed to select from

my old command ten or twelve regiments of cavalry, to be organized
into a division and concentrated at Memphis, or any other point the

Department may think best, with a view of operating in battle against
the enemy, or in raids against his railroads, depots, and arsenals. The
regiments which I would select are as follows: Sixth, Seventh, and
Ninth Illinois; Second, Third, and Fourth Iowa; Tenth Missouri,
Seventh Kansas; Third Michigan, and any others which might be

assigned to me. With most of these regiments I have been identified

as commander for the past eighteen months. With them, properly
organized and equipped, I would be willing to undertake the destruc
tion of every railroad and arsenal and depot of supplies in possession
of the enemy.
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Trusting* that my past and future record may justify the Department
in considering favorably this request, 1 am, sir, most respectfully, your
obedient servant,

B. II. GRIERSON,
Brigadier- Genera I.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL TT. S. ARMY,
Washington, /&amp;gt;. C.

DECEMBER 23-24. 1864. Expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton. La.

Report of Maj. John 11. Clybonrn, T/cclfth Illinois (laralry.

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT CAVALRY DIVISION,
Jhiton Itouyc, JDecember 25, 1SC&amp;gt;1.

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report ot my
expedition across the Auiite River:

Left Baton Rouge, La., on the 23d instant at 2 p. in. with two com
missioned ollicers and 100 men; marched out on Clay Gert road to

llarrell s Ford on Amite River, sixteen miles from Baton Rouge; found
the river too high to ford, or swim. Commenced crossing my command
on a dugout found on this river. Could only cross two horses at a
time, and when about one-half of my command were ferried across, the
bottom was accidentally knocked out by one of the horses. I then
marched my command up both sides of the Amite 1 fiver and formed a

junction at Benton Ford six miles from Ifarrell s Ford. We found the,

river too high to lord and it was impossible for me to swim the balance
of my command across. 1 then sent back the part of the command
that was on tin s side of the river to Baton Rouge. I then marched the
balance on the other side the Amite to Burlington Ferry, sixteen miles
from Benton Ford and six miles from Williams Bridge; met a part of
the rebel Col. Bob Hunter s command between Benton Ford and Bur
lington Ferry; captured 4 prisoners; arrived at Burlington Ferry at 4

p. in. on the -4th instant. Found a large ferry-boat that could cross
ten horses at a time. Crossed my command and marched to Bogan s

Ford on the Comite River, nine miles from Burlington Ferry. Ran
across a gang of jayhawkers, under command of Capt. Bob Hooper,
between Bogan s Ford and Burlington Ferry, charged them and cap
tured 4 of them; arrived at. Bogan s Ford at 3 p. m. 24th instant-, swam
my command across the Comite River, and marched to Baton Rouge.
Learning from a negro that the rebel Lieutenant Brannan and Lieu
tenant Brown were at the house of Mr. Granville Fierce, on Greenville

Springs road, I charged up with a party of ten men and surrounded
the place, capturing Lieutenant Brannan s orderly and the lieutenant s

horse and equipments, also Lieutenant Brown s horse and equipments,
but could lind nothing of the rebel ollicers. I am certain they were
hid away in the house. Lieutenant Brannan is chief of all the rebel

scouts in this district. Marched a distance of seventy miles, captured .

12 prisoners and killed 1 bushwhacker, captured 12 horses and 2 mules
without the loss of a man. Sergt. George Rork, Eleventh New York

Cavalry, was shot by a jayhawker through the hand. Sergeant Rork
killed the jayhawker after he had shot him through the hand. Lieut.

Philip Dougherty, of Earl s command, deserves great praise for the

service he rendered. His conduct Avas very brave and gallant. 1 did
not learn of any large force being this side of Clinton, La. It was re-
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ported that the rebel Colonel Scott had returned to Clinton with his
command. Arrived back at Baton Eonge at 6 p. m. 24th instant.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfnlly, your obedient
servant,

JOHX H. CLYBOURN,
Major, Commanding.

Brigadier-General BENTON,
Comdy. JJ (strict of Baton Ronye and Port Hudson.

DECEMBER 24-25, 1864. Scout from Pine Bluff to Richland, Ark., with
skirmish (24th) near Bichland.

Report of Lieut. Thomas Sttwenson, Fifth Kaunas Cavalry.

PINE BLUFF, ARK., December
;?.-;,

1864.

SIR,: I have the honor to report that I took command of the escort
to beet contractor as per your order, and started from- post commissary
at 5 a. m. iMth. The escort consisted of nineteen men from Fifth Kan
sas Cavalry and twenty men from Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. Pro
ceeded by the river road to the bayou at Doctor Waters plantation
and found it too deep to ford. Constructing a temporary floating-

bridge, crossed the bayou and drove the enemy s pickets from Eich-
land. At the distance of nearly one mile below Richland we saw a
column of the enemy (about 100 men) moving down the river. On see

ing us they halted. 1 returned and recrossed the bayou with the inten
tion of getting what cattle we could on this side. Halting a few
minutes at Doctor Waters to feed, drove a few head of cattle from
the vicinity of Doctor Waters . Near Mrs. Atkins the advance
guard was fired on by a party of the enemy posted in a gin-house and
behind some fallen timber. We returned the iire and soon drove the

enemy across a narrow h eld to the timber beyond, capturing 1 prisoner
belonging to the Twenty-first Texas Cavalry. Fearing they would
throw a force above the bridge at Mrs. Atkins to cut us off from town,
I moved up above the bridge. The enemy did not pursue us farther.
I reached camp at p. m. Our loss was 1 man killed, Private Thomas
King, Company P&amp;gt;, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry.

THOS STEVENSON,
Second Lieut., Fifth Kansas Cavalry, Comdy. Escort.

Lieut. S. MONTE CAMHERN,
Act iny j I .v,v ista nt A dj u ta n t- den era 1.

DECEMBER 26, 1864-JANUARY 1, 1865. Expedition against Indians in

Central Arizona, with skirmish (January 1) at Sycamore Springs, Ariz.

Ter.

Report of Lieut. Samuel L. fiarr. Fifth U. S. Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ARIZONA,
Fort Wliipple, Ariz. Ter., January 1, 1865.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of Neir Mexico, Santa Fc, N~. Mcx.:

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to inclose herewith the report of First
Lieut. Samuel L. Barr, Fifth U. S. Infantry, of a scout after Indians.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. ANDERSON,

Captain, Fifth U. *V. Infantry, Commanding Post.
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flnclosnre.)

Report of scout against Apache Indians, Company F, Fifth U.S.
Infantry, and detachment of First Now Mexico Cavalry Volunteers,
commanded by First Lieut. Samuel L. Barr, Fifth U. S. Infantry, from
Fort Whipple, Ariz. Ter., ]&amp;gt;ursuant to Special Orders, 3To.

(&amp;gt;8,
Decem

ber 25, 1804:

December 20, 11 o clock, left Fort Whipple, Ariz. Ter. : camped at

Bed Hock
; distance, six miles. Wood, water, and grass in abundance.

Fine day. Roads muddy; 1.30 o clock.

December 27, 7.30 o clock, traveled twelve miles on Woolsey s road.

Camped in a dry creek. Wood scarce. Plenty of snow on the banks.
Grass good. Fine day. Weather moderate. I load very muddy; 12

o clock.

December 28, 7 o clock, left tlie road at Woolsey s ranch: took an
old Indian trail directly east of the ranch and considerably to the

right of Chaves Cut-Oft . Crossed the mountains; followed the trail

on until we struck the Agua Fria. Hero \ve camped by some cotton-

woods; distance, thirteen miles. Wood, water, and grass in abun
dance; 12 o clock. No signs of Indians.
December 20, 7 o clock, continued on the trail along the same stream.

Camped near a very high bluff on the right of the trail. This peak, as
near as I can judge, is from 150 to 200 foot high ; quite easy to ascend
from either the west or north sides. Upon the highest point of this

peak I found where there had been many years ago quite a large forti

fication. Evidently quite, a number have inhabited this place. The
walls are built of rock, and some of them are in still good order; others
have- been torn down, perhaps by Indians. From the top of this you
can see for hundreds of miles around. I named this A/tec Peak. Dis
tance, twelve miles. Wood, water, and grass in abundance. Xo signs.
Weather still fine; 12 o clock.

December 30, 6.45 o clock, left the Agua Fria to our right. Contin
ued upon trail until it became so dim that we were unable to keep if,

any longer. Traveled considerably south of east over rolling prairie.
Sent out a few men in advance to look out for signs; 8 o clock reported
Indian signs some two days old. Followed them down a dry creek for

about three miles, where they then struck off to the left and in the
direction of the San Francisco River. Having no one along that was
at all acquainted with the country, 1 concluded it was best (as our
mules were very tired and thirsty) to go on a few miles farther dowii
this creek to find water; 10 o clock we first struck the cattle tracks,
together with two mule tracks. Followed upon their trail until we
struck a place under a high bluff of rocks, where they have made a

camp and roasted a mule. The creek runs about fifty yards from the

point of these rocks and to the west. They left nothing of the mule
but the hoofs. Their trail then took a straight course toward the head
of Ash Creek. The country from there being so open I concluded I

would keep down in this creek until I found water. Six miles from
the point of rocks 1 struck a large grove of cotton woods and camped.
Wood, water, and grass in abundance. In many places the grass was
very green ;

the buds on the trees were also swelling. Distance, fifteen

miles; 12 o clock. Weather uncomfortably warm.
December 31, 3 p.m., traveled in a northeast direction. Crossed

down in quite a large canon, through which a stream had once flowed,
called by the guide as Willow Creek. Followed up this for about three
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miles, then took across in a southeast direction until we came, to a fine

stream of water, distance four miles, and at this water we found where
the Indians had crossed the cattle. o clock, stopped for lunch. 11

o clock, packed up. Directly south of east from this water, down in a

very deep ravine, we found five wigwams. At this place they had
killed the other mule and butchered a steer. Plenty of water in this

ravine.. We kept upon their trail, which took across the stream and
went along under the edge of a hill for about one mile up the stream,
then turned sharp to the ri^ht and took up over the hill and traveled
due south until we struck another small stream. We traveled up
this stream for about four miles until we came to where they had
crossed. The tracks were about three days old. Camped at this

stream. Wood, water, and grass in abundance, -i o clock, distance,
twenty-one miles; weather warm.
January 1, 7.30 o clock: 10 o clock halted at some springs which I

called Sycamore Springs, twelve miles from last camp. Wood, water,
and grass in abundance. 12 o clock, surprised an Indian camp; killed

4 and recaptured 2 steers, but 1 of the Indians escaped. We would
have gotten more had not my guide been mistaken in the smoke. When
he first saw it he was under the impression that the smoke came from
the top of the hill and that the Indians had seen him and were signal
ing. Thinking everything was lost, and that perhaps he might get a
shot at the Indian making the smoke, he made a rush to the place
where he thought the smoke was coming from, and in doing so, a squaw
who was on the hills saw him and gave the alarm in their camp. They
made a desperate effort to get away, but we, were too close upon them.
When we came upon them they were evidently making great prepara
tions for a large feast. They had just butchered a fine steer and had
just started a mescal pit, which caused so much smoke. After destroy
ing everything they had, took off directly east from there toward a

large canon. Camped 2 o clock; wood, water, and grass in abundance.
The next day we, marched six miles, direction north, to Sycamore Creek;
camped; found wood, water, and grass. A few miles up this creek we
found (in a canon some 200 feet deep and about 100 feet from top to

top) a large cave some thirty or forty feet deep. At this place they
had killed three steers. The third they killed, from all appearances,
the night before. Something frightened them and they left almost all

of it behind. Xo doubt but that the Indian that escaped the day be
fore gave them the alarm. This place has evidently been a great haunt
for the Indians. I am under the impression that if about in two months
from this time a party is sent out in that direction they may be able

to find them back there. Through the whole country that i passed
over on this scout I have never seen anything to equal it as far as graz

ing
1

is concerned. Well watered, and I ll venture to say almost all

the year round. The country is so much cut up, and being so many
hiding-places that it will take, at least four companies (divided up in

parties of twenty men each) to subdue these Indians. It could be ar

ranged in such a manner that the Indians would have no rest, and in

six months I will venture to say that they would sue for peace. These
are merely suggestions. As it is almost impossible to scout in this sec

tion of country at present without proper guides, 1 would respectfully
recommend for your consideration Messrs. Cooler, Rice, and Often.

These are reliable, energetic men and take apparent great interest in

assisting in all their power to drive these thieving Indians from a

country like this, which is so immensely rich in almost every mineral.
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I would also suggest, in order to facilitate matters more, that the pack-
covers be painted a dark brown color. They would attract less atten
tion and could be seen from a much less distance than the white.

SAML. L. BARK,
First Lieutenant, Fifth U. S. Infantry, Commanding Scout.

DECEMBER 30, 1864. Skirmish near Caruthersville, Mo.

Report of Col. John J3. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry.

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., December 31, 186-1.

GENERAL: A party of guerrillas made their appearance some fifteen

miles below Caruthersville. They were pursued by a detachment from
that place, and 1, named Potter, was killed, 2 horses captured. More
would have been killed, but the noise made by horses on frozen ground
gave them notice, and they tied.

J. B. ROGERS,
Colonel, Commanding.

General EWING.



ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS

ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME.

Adair s (William P.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Chero

kee.

Adams Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Adams.

Adams (C. Powell) Cavalry. See Edwin A. C. Hatch a Cavalry, pout.

Adams (li. II.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment (Shanks ).

Adamson s (Charles) Cavalry. See If iseonxin Troops, -3d Regiment,

Allen s (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troop*, Union, 7th Refitment, I rovisijnal

Enrolled Militia.

Allen s (W. Irving) Infantry. Sea Massachusetts Troops, 31st Regiment.

Anderson s (William L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Anthony s (Scott J.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Ayers ( William) Infantry. See Xew Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment.

Baber s (Milton D.) Infantry. See Arkansnn Troop*, (. onfederate, doth Regiment.

Bailey s (.John C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troop*, Union, 3d Regiment.
Baldwin s (Horace W.) Cavalry. t See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Ballew s (William B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regimunt, State

Militia.

Bancroft s (Asa R. ) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 17th Regiment.

Bancroft s (Edwin) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment, Battery E.

Barker s (Edgar A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troopx, Jd Regiment.

Barkley s (Frank) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia,

Barnett s (Timothy) Indians. See Indian. Troopx, Confederate, ; d Regiment, Creek,

Bechand s (Adolph) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment.

Beckman s (Edward) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, llth Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

BehlendorfFs (Frederick) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment.

Bell s (James M.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Cherokee.

Benecke s (Louis) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ;&amp;gt; &amp;gt;th Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Benton s (Thomas O.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate.

Berney s (Joseph) Cavalry. See Xew Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment.

Beveridge s (John L.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.

Bishop s (Albert W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Black s (Thomas G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.
Blackwell s (Y. II.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment (Gor
don s).

Blair s (William D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State

Militia.

Blocher s (William I).) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Bolin s Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See liolin.

* References, unless otherwise indicated, arc to index following,

t Temporarily commanding.
(1007)
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Boone s (R. M.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate.
Booth s (Henry) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, llth Regiment.
Booth s (William) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, llth Regiment.
Border Cavalry (Bourland s). See Texas Troops, Confederate.

Bourbon County Militia. See Kansas Troops. ,

Bourland s (James) Cavalry. See Border Cavalry, ante.

Boutell s (Lewis H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union. 45th Regiment.
Bowen s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Boiven.

Bowen s (Leavitt L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment.
Brackett s (Alfred B.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops.

Briscoe s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Briscoc.

Brown s (Buck) Command. (Official designation not of record.) See Buck Brown.

Brown s (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State

Militia.

Brown s (Napoleon B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Brown s (Sayles) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Battalion, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Bruce s (James H.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Union, ~ d Regiment, Home Guards.

Brunifield s (William) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Bucksath s (Henry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment, Provis

ional Enrolled Militia.

Burbridge s (John Q.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, -ith Regiment.
Burch s (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia.

Burnet s (James) Sharpshooters. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion.

Butler s (James G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment.

Bywateris (R. H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, S2d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Calkins (Ellas A.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment.
Cameron s (Duncan) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d. Regiment ( reteran).

Cameron s (Hugh) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, fid, Regiment.

Camp s (George A.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, Sth Regiment.

Campbell s (William J.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 1-ith Regiment.

Cantrell s (D. W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 34th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Carlton s (Charles II.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Carmichael s (Eagleton) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, loth Regiment.

Carpenter s (Robert) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment.

Carroll County Militia, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 65th Regiment, En

rolled Militia.

Carroll s (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment.
Carson s (N.) Cavalry. See Border Cavalry (Bourland s), ante.

Cassairt s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia.

Catherwood s (Edwin C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 13th Regiment;
also 6th Regiment State Militia.

Chapin s (Charles II.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment.

Chapman s (Augustus H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 54th Regiment.

Chappel s (Harmon T.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored. 2d Regiment, Battery E.

Charveaux s (Ferdinand) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State

Militia.

Chekote s (Samuel) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Creek.

Chicago Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B.

Chitwood s (Richard G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, Stat&

Militia.
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Chrysler s (Morgan If.) Cavalry. Sec Xew fork Troops, 3d Regiment ( I eteran).
Clafliii s (Nelson 11.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 12th Regiment.
Clark s (Jobu M.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8^d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Clark s (William B.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14lh regiment.
Cloud s (William F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment.

Clowney s (John) Infantry. Set; Wisconsin Troops, 30th Regiment.

Clybourn s (Jobu II.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment.
Coates Company. (Official designation not of record). See ( oaten.

Cochran s (.John R.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Enrolled Militia.

Coffee s (John T. ) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate .

Colbert s (J.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Chickatsair.

Coleiuan s (\V. O.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 40th Regiment.

Colley s (Patten) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 51st Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Collins Band. (Official designation not of record.) See Collins.

Collins (Kichard A.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Colton s (Gnstavns A.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment, Militia.

Conly s (John A.) Regiment. (Official designation not of record.) See John A.Conly
Connor s (Jacob I).) Artillery. See Richard A. Collins1

Artillery, ante.

Cook s (A. V.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Camay s (Florian O.) Artillery. See Saint Mary s Cannoneers, post.

Cosgrove s (Patrick) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment.

Cox s (Jacob 15.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Slst Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Cox s (Samuel P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Crabtree s (J. W. ) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 46th Regiment.

Craigue s (Nelson F.) Cavalry. See, Wisconsin Troops, 4th Regiment.

Cram s (De Witt (J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 6th Regiment.

Cramers (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See, Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Crandall s (Eli J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6;?d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Crandall s (Lee) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, ( on-federate, 47th Regiment.

Crawford s Company. (Official designation not of record. ) See, Captain Crawford.

Crawford s (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 40th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Crawford s (William A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troop*, Confederate.

Cree s (Theodore G.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, .Id Regiment.

Crescent Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, i onfcderate.

Crittenden s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State

Militia.

Curran s (Sterrit M.) Cavalry. See Xehraska Troops, 1st Regiment.

Curtis (Orren A.) Cavalry. See, Kansas Troops, /.7//i Regiment.

Curtis (Samuel S.) Cavalry. See, Colorado Troops, ;. d Regiment.

Dale s (Douglas) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia.

Darnelle s Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See DarneUe.

David s (James B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment.

Davies (J. F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Daviess County Militia. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Rcgime-nt, Enrolled Militia.

Davis (Berrynian K.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4-ld Regiment.

Davis (Gurusey W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment.

DaVis (James H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union. Slst Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Davis (Nicholas S.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.
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Deagle s (George) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 65th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Dee s (Edward W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment.
De Morse s (Charles) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment.
Desha s (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, Provisional En

rolled Militia.

Deus (Charles) Cavalry. See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment.
Dill s (Daniel J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 30th Iteyimcnt.

Dinger s (Franz) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 47th Regiment.
Dobbin s (Archibald S.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Dodd s Scouts. (Official designation not of record.) Seo Captain Dodd.

Dodge s (Jaines II.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, Oth Mattery .

Downs (O. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment.

Doyal s (II. R.) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See //. II . Doyal.
Drake s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 17th Regiment.

Draper s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Jth Regiment, State

Militia.

Dunn s (Clark) Cavalry. Seo Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Dunn s (Julius) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 40th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Dyer s (David P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 49th Regiment.

Eayre s (George S.) Artillery. See William D. McLain s Artillery, post.

Edmistoirs (Robert) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Edwards (James W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Slate MUilia.

Edy s (G. W.) Militia. (Official designation not of record.) See G. W. Edy.
Eitzen s (Charles D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 34th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Elliott s (Benjamin) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment.

Elliott s (Thomas M.) Infantry, See Union Troops, Colored, 63d Regiment.

Ellsworth s (Allen) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment.

Elmer s (Edward P.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment.

Eppstein s (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State

Militia.

Erwin s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment

(Shanks ).

Evans (William J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, USth Regiment.

Evens (Isaac F.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment.

Eves (George P.) Infantry. See Bourbon County Militia, ante,

Perm s (William P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Folsom s (Simpson N.) Indians, See Indian Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment, Choc-

taw.

Forbes (William) Infantry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 42d Regiment.

Ford s (Barney) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Ford s (James H.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment.

Foreman s (John A.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home Guards.

FOBS Regiment. (Official designation not of record.) Seo -= Foss.

Foster s (Melville U.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7tk Regiment, State

Militia.

Fowkes (William E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 70th Regiment, En
rolled Militia.

Franc s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Franc.

Freeman s (Thomas R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Frink s (Edwin 15.) Infantry. See California Troops, 5th Regiment.

Fristoe s (Edward T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.
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Fritz s (Einil) Cavalry. Sec California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Fry s (John T. S.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 40th Regiment.
Fuchs (F. William) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, liattery C.

Fuller s (Irv ing W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.
Gale s (Dim icl Q.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops. Union, 5-lth Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Galligan s (John) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, Gtli Regiment.
Gaiidolfo s (John B.) Infantry. See New York Troops. 178th Regiment.
Gano Guards, Cavalry. Sec, William &amp;lt;i. Welch s Caraln/, post.

Garth s (Samuel A. ) Cavalry. See Missouri Troop*, Union, Oth -Regiment, State Militia.

Gasconade County Militia, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 34th Regiment,
Enrolled Militia.

Gibson s (William E.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate.

Gillette s (Leo P.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops. 1st Regiment.
Glass Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See (ilass.

Gonzales (Joseph ) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 14th Regiment.
Gordon s (Anderson) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment.
Gordon s (13. Frank) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment.

Gordon s (William) Infantry.
* See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment, Militia.

Gorham s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.
GOBS (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Jth Regiment.

GOBS (Henry F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 87th Regiment, I rovisional

Enrolled Militia.

Gould s (Nicholas C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 23d Regiment.

Gove s (Greenville L.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, llth Regiment.

Gravely
:

s (Joseph J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, $tk Regiment, Slate

Militia.

Green s (William I.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 4tli Regiment.

Greene s (Coltoii) Cavalry. Sew Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Greene s (Henry A.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Greene s (William 11.) Cavalry. Sec, Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment.

Greene s (Harris S.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union. 4th Regiment.

Gregg s (W. II.) Badd. (Official designation, not of record.) See W. //. Uregy.
Grimes (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 51st Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Grover s (George S.) Volunteers. (Official designation not of record.) See (leorge

S. Orover.

Gunter s (Thomas M.) Cavalry. Sec* Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Gurley s (Edward J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment.

Gurney s (Asa L.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment ( Veteran).

Hackett s (Ephraim L.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Jiattcri/.

Hadeii s (Porter) Cavalry. See California Troops, Ixt Regiment.

Hamilton s (David) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.

Haney s (J. II.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Hattalion.

Hardemaii s (William P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment.

Harding s (Chester, jr.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 43d Regiment.

Hardy s (David L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Harmon s (Henry W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 9th Regiment.

Harrell s (John M. ) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Harris (David M.) Artillery. See Richard A. Collins Artillery, ante.

Harris (S. S.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops. Confederate.

Harrison s (M. La Rue) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Harrover s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See California Troops, 5th Regiment.

Hatch s (Edwin A. C.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops.

&quot;

Temporarily cuniinamlmg.
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Hawley s (William) Cavalry. Seo Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment.

Haynes (D. C.) Cavalry. Soo Texas Troops, Confederate, oth Regiment, Partisan.

Head s (J. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate.
Headlee s (Samuel W.) Infantry. Sec Missouri Troops, Union, Glh Regiment, I roris-

ional Enrolled Militia.

Heath s (Sullivan) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.
Hebard s (William) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.
Henslee s (Murliue C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, Stale

Militia.

Hildebrand s (Henry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment, En
rolled Militia.

Hill s (Adam W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment.
Hill s (Edgar P.) Infantry. Seo Wisconsin Troops, 23d Regiment.
Hill s (Joliu F.) Cavalry. Seo Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment.
Hiller s (Hiram M.) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, Jd Regiment, Slate Mili

tia.

Hilliard s (Hiram) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.

Hogan s (A. C.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 10th Regiment, Militia.

Hogane s (Jamea T.) Engineers. (Official designation not of record.) Sea James T.

Hogane.

Hopkins (Henry) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment.
Horn s (Elisha) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 7 tit, Regiment, Slate Militia.

House s (Albert K.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 6th Regiment.
Houston s (George M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.
Howell s (Sylvanus) Artillery. Seo Texas Troops, Confederate.
Howk s (Richard A.) Cavalry. Seo Illinois Troops, l.. th Regiment.
Howland s (( Jeorge W. ) Cavalry. Seo Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment.

Hoyt s (George 11.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 1,tth Regiment.
Hubble s (John 15.) Infantry. Seo Kansas Troops, 20th Regiment.
Hudson s (Gilbert J.) Cavalry. Seo Michigan Troops, .3d Regiment.
Hudson s (Joseph K.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 6~d Regiment.
Hudson s (Richard) Infantry. See California Troops, oth Regiment.

Hughes (Eli) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia.

Hughey s (W. M.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate .

Humphreys (JolmT.) Artillery. See RosweU JP. Lee s Artillery, post.

Hunter s (Do Witt (J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.
Hunter s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, Jlh Regiment, State

Militia.

Hutchins Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See Hutcliin*.

Hutchinson s (.John F.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st, Regiment.

Hynsou s (II. C.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, (&quot;onfederate.

Ing s (John) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.

Ivory s (William W.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment.
Jackman s (Sidney D.) Cavalry. See, Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Jackson s (Andrew) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st. Regiment, State

Militia.

Jeffers (William L.) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment.
Jennison s (Cha/lcs R. ) Cavalry. Seo Kansas Troops, 1,5th Regiment.
Johnson s (Alexander S.) Infantry. Seo Kansas Troops, 13th Regiment, Militia.

Johnson s (Benjamin S.) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment

(Greene s).

Johnson County Militia, Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 13th Regiment.
Johnson s (Curtis). Cavalry. Seo Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment.
Johnson s (Rector) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Rector

Johnson.
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Johnston s (Albert V. E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 39th Regiment.
Jones (Benjamin S.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment.
Jones (John) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Battery.

Jones (Simon) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 93d Regiment.
Journal s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Journal.

Julian s (Stephen H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Battery I.

Jumper s (John) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Seminole.

Kaiser s (John 15.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, tJik Regiment, State Mi
litia.

Kauffman s (Albert B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, llth Regiment.

Kelly s( George W.) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Mi
litia.

Kelso s (John R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia.

Kemper s (William B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops. Union, Oth Regiment, State

Militia.

Kennedy s (Jndsou J.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.
Kerber s (Charles) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.
Kerr s (John T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. State Militia.

Ketner s (James) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, IGth Regiment.

King s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See King.

King s (Austin A., jr.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Gtk Regiment, State

Militia.

Kingsbury s (Ezra W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment.

Kinsey s (William B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 101st Regiment.
Kitchen s (Solomon (J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment.

Knapp s (Ebene/er) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.

Knispel s (Charles P.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment.
Kiiowles (Daniel (J.) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 2d Battery.

Kutzner s (Edward A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 30th Regiment.

Laing s (John M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, IAh Regiment.

Langhorne s (Maurice M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 12t& Regi~
mcnt (Shanks ).

Langston s (William W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment.
Latimer s (Muliord M.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, JrZ Regiment.

Lawther s (Robert R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment.
Lazear s (Ba/el F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia.

Ledger s (Henry P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment.

Ledwick s (Thomas) Cavalry. See New York Troops, ^d Regiment ( Ucteran).

Lee s (Roswell W.) Artillery. Sec Texas Troops, Confederate.

Lembke s (James F.) Artillery. See Union Troopx, Colored, 2d Regiment, Battery E.

Lennox s (Thomas) Gang. (Official designation not of record.) See Thomas Lennox.

Lent s (William H.) Infantry. See Ncic Mexico Troops, ]*t Regiment.

Leonard s ( Reeves) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, !&amp;gt;lh Regiment ,
State Militia.

Lindsay s (Robert L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ,~&amp;gt;uth Regiment.

Logan s (John L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, llth Regiment.

Logan s (Thomas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, USth Regiment.

Looscan s (Michael) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 31st Regiment.

Lowe s (Sandy) Infantry. See, Kansas Troops, 21st Regiment, Militia.

Lusk s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment.

Lyles (Oliver P.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 23d Regiment.

Lyon County Militia, Infantry. See Kansas Troops, llth. Regiment.

McAdoo s (Foster J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment.

McCabe s (Francis) Cavalry. See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment.

McCain s (William D.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 4th Regiment, Militia.

McCartney s (Joseph S. ) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment.
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McCurtain s (Jacksoo ) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Choc-

taw.

McDermott s (John) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 1st Regiment.
McFarland s (Peter) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Regiment, Militia.

McFeely s (Aaron) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 16th Regiment.
McFerran s (James) Ccfvalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Mili

tia.

McGhee s (James) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

McKinsey s (James) Militia. (Official designation not of record.) Sen James Mc-

Kinsey.
McLain s (William D.) Artillery. See Colorado Troops.
McLaren s (Robert N.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment.
McMahan s (John F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, Provis

ional Enrolled Militia.

McVeigh s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See McVeigh.
Majors (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, Tst Regiment.
Malone s (Francis M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Regiment.

Marcy s (John B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 13th Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Marsh s (Benjamin F., jr.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, frf Regiment.
Martin s (John) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Rgimcnt.
Martin s (Lecuidas M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment, Par

tisan.

Matlack s (Lucius C.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.
Matthews (Henry M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. Slate

Militia.

Mattocks (Eli) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 52A Regiment.

Mayo s (Charles l\) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4Cth Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Mayo s (John E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 13th Regiment.
Mefford s (David) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment.
Melton s (James A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, ~W Regiment.
Meredith s (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 30th Regiment.
Merriam s (Jonathan) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 117th Regiment.
Merrill s Horse, Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.
Miller s (Jesse S.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, llth Regiment.

Millington s (Augustus O.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 67U&amp;gt; Regiment.
Miners (Nelson) Cavalry. See Dakota Troops, 1st Battalion.

Mitchell s (A. J. ) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, llth Regiment, Militia.

Mitchell s (Greenville M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, i4th Regime-nt.

Mitchell s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.
Mitchell s (William B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, Provis

ional Enrolled Militia.

Moberly s (William E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ,15th Regiment, Pro
visional Enrolled Militia.

Monroe s (James (J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Trans-

Mississippi Department.

Montgomery s (Bacon) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Hth Regiment.

Montgomery s (James) Infantry. Sec Kansas Troops, tjtlt Regiment. Militia.

Montgomery s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment.

Montgomery s (William C. F.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment,

liattery JL

Moonlight s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, ink Regiment.
Moore s (Columbus) Infantry. See Indiana Trotipx, IGth Regiment.
Morehead s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, tlth Regiment.
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Moreland s (Abraham B.) Cavalry. Soo Iowa Troops, 6th Regiment.

Morgan s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. Soo Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.
Morris (Edward) Cavalry.* See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.
Moses (Thomas, jr.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2A Regiment.
Mullins (Alexander W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State

Militia.

Muntzel s (Albert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, oth Regiment, State Militia.

Murphy s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Murphy.
Murphy s (Edward B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment.
Murphy s (John P.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment.
Neill s (Henry) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia.

Nettles (T. D.) Artillery. See Fahcrde Artillery, post.
Newton s (Robert C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 5th Regiment.
Nichols (C. H.) Cavalry. See Sidney D. Jackman s Cavalry, ante.

Niederweiser s (Tony) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, En
rolled Militia.

Nims (Ormaud F.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d (B) Battery.
Noland s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Noland.

O Brien s (Nicholas J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment.
Onken s (Francis) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 34th Regiment. Enrolled

Militia.

Owen s (Berry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sfith Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Park s (Luther T.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, llth Regiment.
Parke s (Joseph) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia.

Parker s (William B.) Infantry. Sec Missouri Troops, Union. 7th Regiment. Enrolled

Militia.

Pattee s (John) Cavalry. See loica Troops, 7th Regiment.
Pease s (Phineas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 40th Regiment.
Pennock s (William) Infantry. Sec Kansas Troops, 10th Regiment, Militia.

Perkins (Caleb) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Pettis (George H.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Phelps (John E.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.

Philips (JohnF.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State Militia.

Pickler s (J. F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 1st Battalion, Indian

Brigade.
Picon s (O. E.) Artillery. See R. M. Boone s Artillery, ante.

Pierce s (Abial R.) Cavalry. See Iou-a Troops, 4th Regiment.
Plumb s (William) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, Union. Gth Regiment, State Militia.

Poe s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, SOth Regiment. Enrolled

Militia.

Pollock s (Samuel M.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, Gth Regiment.
Pond s (James B.) Cavalry. See If iseonsin Troops, 3d Regiment.

Pope s (Nathaniel) Artillery. (Improvised Battery.) See Nathaniel Pope.
Porter s (Charles F.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Battalion.

Porter s (John R.) Infantry. Sec Nebraska Troops, Ivt Regiment, Militia.

Posers (Rudolph) Infantry. See Missouri Troops. Union, .14th Regiment. Enrolled

Militia.

Powell s (James L.) Cavalry. See, Arkansas Troops, Union, :?d Regiment.
Prairie Artillery. (Improvised Battery.) See Nathaniel Pope.
Preston s (William J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment

-(Burbridge s).

Preuitt s (Valentine) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.
Pritchard s ( Jesse L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troop*, 2d Regiment.

Queen s (Oscar B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops. Union, 7th Regiment, State Militia.
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Quigg s (Matthew) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 18th Regiment, Militia.

Quinby s (Ira) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.
Rabb s (John W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 3d Jiattcry.

Rains Regiment. (Official designation not of record.) See Colonel Rains.

Ramsey s (Eli) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 60th Regiment.

Rankin s (Louis J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, SOth Regiment, Enrolled

Militia. ,

RatclifFs Company. (Official designation not of record.) Seo Captain Ratcliff.

Rathbun s (Elon G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia.

Ray County Militia, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Cnion, Hint Regiment, I roris-

ional Enrolled Militia.

Ray s (William) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, rrorisional

Unrolled Militia.

Reed s (Moses) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 56th Regiment.

Remington s (S.Pierre) Cavalry. See New York Troops, llth Regiment.

Reves (Tiniorhy) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, Llth Regiment.

Reynolds (George]).) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, Cth Regiment.

Ribble s (Henry II.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment.

Rice s (Alexander F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 60th Regiment.

Rice s (Ebene/er A.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment.

Rhine s (William) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, ;.d Regiment, liattcry C.

Risdon s (Orlando ( .) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, ;~&amp;gt;3d Regiment.

Ritchey s (JamefiM.) Infantry. See Mittxonri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, I roris-

ional Enrolled, Militia.

Robbins (Josejihus) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Mi

litia.

Rogan s (James W.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, iluth Regiment.

Rogers (Andrew W.) Infantry. See, Illinois Troops, 81st Regiment.

Rogers (Henry C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, tith Regiment.

Rose s (Robert II.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment.

Rusk s (David V.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops. Confederate, 1st liattalion, Indian

Brigade.

Ryan s (Abraham II.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, ,1d Regiment.

Saint Louis National Guard, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment.

Enrolled Militia.

Saint Mary s Cannoneers. Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate.

Bailee s (James H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Cth Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Saniburn s (Lewis F.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st lief/intent.

Sanborii s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Sayr s (Hal) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment.

Schnable s (John A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Scudder s (Thomas W.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, ~&amp;gt;\h Rt-ginn-nt.

Searcy s (James J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Sears (Francis A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, d7lh Regiment.

Sedgwick s (John) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment.

Shaffer s (Alfred) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Shanks (David) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, l^tli Regiment.

Shattuck s (Warren C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, fid Regiment, State

Militia.

Sheridan s (Thomas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ,S7//i Regiment.

Shirland s (Kdmond D.) Cavalry. See, California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Shoup s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops. , id Rtgiment.

Sigel Artillery. (Official designation nut of record. Battery attached to ravalrv

regiment, p. 08.)
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Sinims (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troop*, 10th Regiment.
Simonson s (Samuel E. W.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 7tli Regiment; also Mis

souri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment.
Simonton s (Morgan) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Mattery II.

Simpson s (Smith H.) Infantry. See Xew Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment.

Slayback s (Alonzo W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.
Siemens (W. F.) Cavalry. See ArTcansas Troops, Confederate, ;?d Regiment.

Smiley s (Philip) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Itaiteri/ II.

Smith s (J. Nelson) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment.
Smith s (Moses W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, llth Regiment.
Smith s (N. II.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st liattalion. .

Smith s (Tuck) Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See Tneb Smith.

Smith s (William J. A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, S.~&amp;gt;th Regiment, En
rolled Militia.

Snelling s (George T.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment.

Snoddy s (James D.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, (1th Regiment, Militia.

Stafford s (Edward) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Stallard s (D. R.) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment (Gor
don s).

Stanley s (Joseph) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Jlegiment, Provisional

&quot;Enrolled Militia.

Stauber s (Thaddcus J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 42d Regiment.
Steele s (William J.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment.

Stephens (John W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, llth Regiment.

Stevenson s (Thomas) Cavalry. S.&amp;gt;e Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment.

Stevenson s (Thomas IS.) Infantry. See Xeln-nska Troops, 1st Regiment, Militia.

Steward s Guerrillas. (Official designation not, of record.) See Steward.

Stewart s (Levi E.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, nth Regiment.

Stirman s (
Ras) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Strayhorn s (S. M.) Cavalry. See Tesas Troops, Confederate. 30th Regiment.

StuffVs (Christian) Scouts. See \ebraska Troops.

Sullins (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops. Union, ,lith Regiment, Enrolled Militia.

Summers ( I.enjamin J. ) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 2-itk Regiment.

Sutter s (John J.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Iialtf.ru B.

Swan s (.John R. ) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Switzler s (Theodore A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops. Union, 4~&amp;gt;th Regiment.
Tacke s (Adolph) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, I nion. Enrolled Militia.

Tarlton s (Elisha \V.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars. . ,
&amp;lt;/ Regimi-nf.

Taylor s Cavalry. (Olfieial designation not of record.) See - Taulor.

Taylor s (E/ra) Artillery- See Illinois Troops, /si Regiment. Unlit rit 7&amp;gt;.

Teale s (James E.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, /.;//&amp;lt; ffi ginit nl.

Thomas (Minor T.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, xth Rigiment.

Thompson s (John) Cavalry. See Xeie Mi-si eo Troops, /si Regiment.

Thurber s (Charles II.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, I nion, :. d Regiment, liatten/ L.

Tibbits (Henry J.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, Jd Regiment.

Todd s ((Jeorge W.) Guerrillas, i
&amp;lt; Mfieia I designation not of record.) See

&amp;lt;ieor&amp;lt;/e
W.

Todd.

Tracy s (Frank M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, !&amp;gt;th Regiment. Militia.

Treat s ( L. S. ) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, / . th Reginient. Militin.

Tripp s (William) Cavalry. See Unkota Troops, 1st /iattalion.

Turner s (Samuel) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Hilt Regiment, Provisional

Enrolled Militia.

Tuttle s (Merrill S.) Cavalry. See \rbra*ka Troops, 1st Jtalttilion.
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Vahlkamp s (Fred.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Enrolled

Militia.

Valverde Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate.
Vann s (C. N.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, Jut Regiment, Cherokee.

Vann s (John) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, -2il Regiment, Cherokee.

Vansickler s (Abram B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State

Militia.

Wagoner s (Seymour W. ) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment.

Walker s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 1/Jth Regiment.

Warmoth s (Isaac S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops. Union, 63d Regiment, Enrolled

Mititla.

Webb s (Ephruim L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 44th Regiment.

Welch s (Otis G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 29th Regiment.

Welch s (William G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate.

Wellman s (Chauucey R.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Wells (Henry A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 50th Regiment.

Wells . (John W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate.

West s (Henry C.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Whipple s (John C.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Batter)/.

&quot;White s (
Alvin G.) Infantry. See Xebraska Troops, 1st Regiment, Militia.

Whitlock s (James H.) Infantry. See California Troops, ~&amp;gt;th Regiment.

Whitmer s (David P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 51st Regiment, Pro

visional Enrolled Militia.

Whittaker s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Whittaker.

Whybark s (Levi E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State

Militia.

Wilcox s (John) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th. Regiment.

Wiles (Isaac) Infantry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment, Militia.

Willcox s (Lyman G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Jd Regiment.

Williams7

Jayhawkers. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Will

iams.

Williams (D. A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Williams (T. J.) Artillery. See S. S. Harris Artillery, ante.

Williams (Valcoulon J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, tlth Regiment.

Willis (George A.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, loth Regiment.

Wilson s Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Wilson.

Wilson s (David II.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment.

&quot;Wilson s (James) Cavalry. See Misaonri Troops, Union, ;ld Regiment, State Militia.

Wilson s (John) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops.

Wilson s (Luther) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, lut Regiment.

Witham s (Gilbert T..) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment.

Witherspopn s (J. L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, l-~!th Battalion.

Witt s (A. R.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

&quot;Wood s (Isaac E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment . State Militia.

Wood s (Robert C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, litlt Battalion.

Woodson s (Tom) Band. (Official designation not of record.) See Tom U oodson.

Woodworth s (G. M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, l?th Regiment, Militia.

Worthington s (John I.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

&quot;Wright s (John C.) Cavalry.. Sea Arkansas Troops, Confederate.

Wright s (Thomas R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th. Regiment, State

Militia.

Wyman s (Dudley C.) Infantry. See irisconsin Troops, llth Regiment.

Wynkoop s (Edward W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment.

Yeager s (Dick) Band. (Official designation not, of record.) See Diek Yeager.

Zesch s (Gustavnn) Artillery. See Kansas Troops.

Zimmerman s (J. V.) Artillery. See William D. ttlochers Artillery, ante.
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are &quot;Mentioned&quot; under name of command

ing officer; State and other organizations under their official designation. (See Alternate Designations,

pp. 1007-1018.)

Page.

Abreu, Francisco P. Mentioned 940, 942

Absly, . Mentioned 801

Acker, John. Mentioned 373&quot;

Acord, John. Mentioned 61

Adair, William P. Mentioned .&quot;. 32, 33, 36, 266, 268, 269

Adams. Captain. Mentioned 12, 14

Adams, Lieutenant. Mentioned 791

Adams. Mrs. Mentioned 14

Adams, Charles W. Mentioned 26, 27, 651, 977

.Adams, C. Powell.

Mentioned 38

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct.8, 1864 173

Adams, John A. Mentioned 242

Adams. John C. Mentioned 685, 691

Adams, John Q. Mentioned 126, 127

.Adams, Joseph. Mentioned 20

Adams, Josiah D. Mentioned 521, 552, 595

Adams, R. H. Mentioned 288,660-662

Adams, &quot;William. Mentioned 864

Adams. Wirt. Mentioned 105, 301, 1000

Adamson, Charles. Reportof scout in Phelps and Maries Counties, Mo., July

30-Aug. 1 , 1864 186

Adamson. Frederick C. Mentioned 213

Addison. F. Mentioned 445

Adjutant-General s Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with

Canby. Edward R. S 217

Hopkins, Henry 769

Adjutant and Inspector General s Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with

Smith. E. Kirby 88,117,122
War Department, C. S 122

Adobe Fort, N. Mex. Engagement with Indians at, Nov. 25, 1864, on the

Canadian River.

Communication from James IT. Carle ton 944

Reports of Christopher Carson 939, 943

Ainsworth, Richard M. Mentioned*. 521, 552, 595

Aiiisworth, William T. Mentioned 776

Aitken, James. Mentioned 521, 600

Akard, James J. Mentioned 267

(1019)
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Page.

Akin, George S. Mentioned 520. 552-554, 611

Alabama Bayou. See Bayou Alabama.

Alamo. Steamer.

Attack on, Nov. 29, 1864, on the Arkansas River, near Dardanelle, Ark.

Report of John T. S. Fry 947

Mentioned 901

Albany, Mo. Skirmish at. Oct. 26, 1864. See Price?* Missouri Expedition, Any.
29-Dec. H, 1SG4. Reports of Fisk, p. 423; Cox, p. 442.

Allcott, Dr. Mentioned 86

Allen. Captain. Mentioned 738

Allen, Daniel P. . Mentioned 303

Allen, John D.

Mentioned 194

Reports of

Baxter Springs, Kans. Scont to, with skirmish, Aug. 1, 1864 188

Mount Vernon, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 2, 1864 737

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes

near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Cartilage, Mo. (21st) 76

Allen, William. Mentioned 975

Allen, William B. Mentioned* 188

Allen, William H. Mentioned v 177

Allen, W. Irving. Report of operations in the vicinity of Hermitage Planta

tion, near Morganza, La., Dec. 11, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865 991

Allen, Mo. Skirmish at, July 23, 1864. See Randolph County, Mo. Oprrationit

in, July :].i--2-l, ISfl-t, etc..

Alligator Bayou, Ark. Scouts from Helena to.

Sept. 9-14, 1864. Report of Alexander F. Rice 759

Sept. 22-28, 1864. Report of Alexander F. Rice 816

Oct. 1-4, 1864. Report of Alexander F. Rice 851

Allison, James. Mentioned 798

Allison, Jeff. Mentioned 977

Allison, Thompson. Mentioned 815

Allison, William A. Mentioned 738

Almstedt, Henry. Mentioned 471

Alone, Steamer. Mentioned 147

Alvord, Nelson. Mentioned 439

Amite River, La.

Skirmish on, near 1 teuton s Ferry, July 25. 1X61. Sets Huton Itiniyc, La.

OpcrnlioiiN in tin: rii-inih/ of, July :!-.. .

&amp;gt;, 18&amp;lt;,4,
flc.

Skirmish on, Dee. 12, 1X61 9

Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manchac. La. Expeditions (&amp;lt;&amp;gt;. Oct.

2-8, 1X61. lie port, of Thomas Logan 878

Anderson, Captain. .Mentioned 299

Anderson, Allen L.

Correspondence with James 1 1. Carleton 1003

Report of expedition against. Indians in Central Ari/ona, Dec. 10-23,1864,

with skirmish (15th) on Hassayampa Creek 984

Anderson, Holmaii. Mentioned 20

Anderson, Jim. Mentioned 230, 231, 233

Anderson, John C. Mentioned 249

Anderson, John T. .Mentioned : 67

Anderson, Martin. Meni ioned 477, 478, 520, 592, 593, 595

Anderson, S. S. Mentioned 643

For correspondence as A. A. (.., see K. Kirby Smith.
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Anderson, W. Mentioned 125. 231, 219. 250, 252, 253, 259, 300,

309, 317, 415, -417, 118, 422-424, 432-434, 439-443, 032, 718, 740,745,850,923

Anderson, William L. Mentioned 041

Andre, Alexis. Mentioned 38

Andrews, Christopher C.

Correspondence with

Avery ,
G eorge S 800

Carr, Eugene A 283

Geiger, Washington F 283, 285

Mitchell. Greenville M 283

Mentioned 235, 285, 298, 299, 8(12. 863, 889

Reports of

Ashley s and Jones Stations, near Dovall s Bluff, Ark. Action at, Aug.

24, 1804 281, 282, 28 1

Augusta, Ark.

Expedition from Dcvall s BlnfF to, Dec. 7-8. 1804 983

Scout from Devall s Bluff to, Nov. 22-21, 1804 935

Celeste and Commercial, Steamers. Attack on, at Gregory s Landing,
on the White River, Ark.. Sept. 4, 1804 741

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 9-15, 1804, with skirmishes.. .. 230

Devall s Bluff, Ark. Affairs near.

Nov. 2, 180-1, at Hazeu s Farm 900

Dec. 13, 1804 988

J. D. Perry, Steamer. Attack on, Sept. 9, 1801, at Clarendon, Ark 752

Resolute, Steamer. Attack on, Oct. 11, 1801, on the White River, near

Clarendon, Ark 881

Searoy, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 13, 1801 798

Searcy and West Point, Ark. Scout to, .Inly 20-28, 1801 174

West Point, Ark. Scout from Devall s Bluff to, Nov. 10-18, 1804, with

skirmishes 921

Andrews, George L. Report of attack on steamer White Cloud, on the Mis

sissippi River, near Port Hudson, La., Aug. 29, 1804 301

Annabury, Captain. Mentioned 406

Annie Jacobs, Steamer. Mentioned 204. 800

Anthony, Jeff. Mentioned 501

Anthony, Scott J.

Correspondence with Benjamin S. Kenning 915

Mentioned 818, 913, 915, 919, 950. 900, 901, 908-972

Reports of

Fort Lyon. Colo. Ter. Affairs at, Nov. 0-10, 1801 912, 914

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29, 1804. 951-953

Arcadia and Iroiiton, Mo. Skirmishes at. Se.pt. 27, 1801. See 1 rice 8 Mis

souri Expedition, Any. 2J-lh-t . 2, AW/. Reports of

Ewing, Thomas, jr. Lawthor, llobc.rt Ji. Price, Sterling.

Arcadia Valley, Shut-in Gap, and Iroiiton, Mo. Skirmishes in, Sept. 20,

18(51. Sco Price s Missouri Expedition, Auy. 2J-Dec. 2, ISG-i. Re

ports of

Campbell. Willi:im J. Montgomery. William C. F. Shelby, Joseph O.

Ewing, Thomas, jr. Price, Sterling.

Argo, William.
Mentioned 353

Reports of

Roeheport, Mo. Skirmish near, Aug. 28, 1801 300

Scott s Ford, on the Blackwaler. Kxpedition from Sedalia, Mo., to,

Sept. 2-4, 1804 738
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Page.
Arizona, Central. See Central Arizona.

Arizona, Southeastern. See Southeastern Arizona.

Arkansas. Operations in.

July 1-31, 1864.

Congratulatory Orders. Samuel B. Maxey 30

Itinerary. John M. Thayer 24

Reports of

Buford, Napoleon B 16, 17

Carmichael, Eagleton 20

Chappel, Harmon T 22

Clarkson, Thaddcus S 14

Cooper, Douglas H 31

Maxey, Samuel B 29, 30

Moreheud. Jacob 25

Reed, Moses 19

Ryan, Abraham H 13, 14

Shelby, Joseph O 26-28

Steele, Frederick 11

Stewart, Levi F 25

Stuart, James 15

Thayer, John M 23

Wilson, David H 15

Oct. 1-31, 1864.

Communications from

Avery, George S 866

Oarr, Eugene A 863

Itineraries.

Erskine, Albert 853

Geiger, Washington F 8(51

Ritter, John F 854

Reports of

Beehand, Adolph 858

Behleudorff, Frederick 855

Campbell, George J 863

Clayton, Powell 866

Davis, Gurnsey W 859

Geiger, Washington F 861

Ritter, John F 854

Suelling, George T 862

Steele, Frederick 852, 853

Tilford, Joseph G 860

Arkansas, Central. See Central Arkansas.

Arkansas, Department of. (Union.)

Orders, General, series 1864 Buford : No. 47, 18.

Orders, Special, series 1864 Carr : No. 58, 225.

Arkansas, Eastern. See Eastern Arkansas.

Arkansas. Northeastern. See Northeastern Arkansas.

Arkansas, Northwestern. See Northwestern Arkansas.

Arkansas River, Ark.
Attack on steamer Alamo on. See Alamo, Steamer. Attack on, Nov. 20,

1864, etc.

Capture of steamer Miller on. See Miller, Steamer. Capture of, Aug. 17,

1864, etc.

Scout on, near Pine Bluff. Ark., Aug. 27-28. 1861. with skirmishes. Report
of Powell Clayton r . r , . , , 296
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Page.

Arkansas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light Batteries: Blocher s, 041; Hughey s, 641, 612; West s,

100.

Cavalry Battalions: 13th. Oil; Anderson s, 627, 611; Ford s, 612,699;

Guuter s, 611
;
Harrell s. 6-11; Stirman s, 820. Companies : Cook s. 12;

Swan s, 889. Regiments: 1st Trans-Mississippi Department, 611, 865;

2d (Monjan n), 611; 2d (Slcmoiia ), 611; 4th (Gordon s), 641, 7-13, 759; 5th

(Xewton s), 901,917; 7th (Ilill x), 611; Carlton s, 611; Crawford s, 641;

Dobbin s. 611; McG-hee- s, 641, 667; Witt s, 641, 738; Wright s, 611.

Infantry Regiments: llth, 737. 713. S64. 865; 23d (Ltjlc* ), 627, 641; 30th

(Ao0aw s),627,641; 45th, 641,916; 46th, 627,642, 675, 677, 800, 801, 916;

47th, 641, 916.

Arkansas Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 21. 75. 77, 261-263, 266-270, 397-100, 529, 781, 797,

798; 2d, 76, 77. 261, 273, 271, 314. 385-387. 389-391, 393-395, 400-407, 410-412,

414, 601. 602, 910. 917-919
; 3d, 11, 14, 236, 729, 735, 738, 743, 744, 758, 759, 819,

820, 853, 855, 974, 976, 980; 4th, 12, 713. 817. 819, 855, 864, 865, 915-917.

Infantry Regiments : 2d, 735, 714; 4th, 21.

Armbrust, Bernhard. Mentioned .&quot; 332

Armizo, . Mentioned 212

Armstrong, Lieutenant. Mentioned 990

Armstrong, R. M. Mentioned 694

Army Corps, 16th. Transfer of 1st and 3d Divisions of, from Missouri to

Tennessee. Nov. 1-30, 1861. Itinerary of John McArthur 903

Arnold, Captain. Mentioned . . 406

Arrow Rock, Mo.
Attack on, July 20. 1861. See Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30,

1SG4. lliports of Jiroivn, p. 51
; SHUSS, p. 56.

Skirmishes at, Aug. 7, 1864. See Saline Count;/, Mo. Scout in, Aug. 6-9,

1S64, etc.

Arrow Rock Road, Mo. Skirmish on, Sept. 23, 1861. See La Fayettc County,

Mo. Scout in, Sept. 20-2c&amp;gt;, 1S04, etc.

Arroyas, Juan. Mentioned 46,47

Ashcraft, Granville. Mentioned 74

Ash Creek, Kans. Skirmish with Indians at, Nov. 13, 1864, near Fort Laruod.

Communication from Benjamin S. Ilctming 920

Report of Theodore Conkey 919

Ashley, Harles. Mentioned ,, , .., 890

Ashley s and Jones Stations, near Devall s Bluff, Ark. Action at, Aug.

24, 1864.

Communications from

Andrews, Christopher C ,,, , ,--,-.. 283,285

Mitchell, Greenville M ,-, ,,,, 283

Itinerary. Washington F, Geiger. . ,..,,..,.....,,..,..... r , 286

Reports of

Andrews, Christopher C..,,,. r r ..,, 281,282,284

Geiger, Washington F 285

Moyers, Gilbert 286

Shelby, Joseph O 286

Steele, Frederick 280

See also report of Jackman, p. 671.

Atchafalaya, La. Skirmishes at.

July 21, 1864 2

Oct. 5,1864 -- .,.,.,.,,.,,..,,,,,, 7
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Atchafalaya River, La.

Expedition from Morganza to, Dec. 16-19, 1X61. Reports of

Frisbie, Henry N 993

Lodwick, Thomas 996

Posey, William II 1)9(5

Sears, Francis A 995

Summers, Benjamin J 995

Skirmish at, Sept. 17, 186-1. Sec Morganza, La. Operations in, the vicinity

of, Si&amp;gt;2)t. 16-25, 1S6-1, etc.

Skirmish on, Aug. 25, 1864. See Morgan * 1 crry, La. Skirmiah at, AUIJ. 25,

1S64, etc.

Atkins. Mrs. Mentioned 856

Augusta, Ark.

Expedition from Devall s Itlulf to, Dee. 7-8, 1861. Report of Christopher
C . Andrews 983

Expedition from Little Hook and Dovall s Uliill to. See, Searcy, Fairriew,

and Augusta, Ark. Expeditions front, Little liock and ItcvalVs
I&amp;gt;luff

to, Aug. 27-Sept. 6, 1S6-L

Scout from Devall s Bluff to, Nov. 22-21, 1861. Report of Christopher C.

Andrews 935

Skirmish near, Aug. 10, 1864. See Little lud Hirer, Ark. KjpeditioH from
Little Hock to, Aug. C,-1G, 1SG-1, ele.

Augustine, Joseph. Mentioned 753

Auld, Martin C. Mentioned 331

Austin, Horatio N. Mentioned 161

Austin, John F. Mentioned 379

Averell, William W. Mentioned : 192

Avery, George S.

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andrews 866

Mentioned 855, 864, 8(55

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-30, 1861 899

Ayers, William. Mentioned 867-873, 875, 877

Ayres, James B. Mentioned ; 61

Baber, Milton D. Mentioned 641

Bacon, George A. Mentioned 191

Bacon, James M. Mentioned . 144

Bagby, Arthur P. Mentioned 104, 118

Bailees, William. Mentioned 759

Bailey, John C. Report of seont from O/ark. Mo., to I)nbu&amp;lt;|iie Crossing and

Sugar Loaf Prairie, Aug. 23-2(5. 1X6 1 273

Bailey, Joseph. Mentioned 88

Bailey, Thomas L. Mentioned 184

Baker, James. Mentioned 251-253

Baker, James H. Mentioned 45(5, 457, 4(52

Baker, John S. Mentioned 922

Baker, Nathaniel B. Mentioned 335

Baker, Reuben. Mentioned 378

Baker, William P.

Correspondence -with Alfred Pleasonton 735

Mentioned 200, 242

Bald-win, Horace W.
Mentioned 231, 237, 951

Report of skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Ang. 11, 1864 239

Baldwin, William H. Mentioned ... 880
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Ball, Jackson. Mentioned 273

Ballew, William B. Report of scout in Johnson County, Mo.. July 26-31.

1864

*

175

Ballou. Cornelius J. Mentioned 955

Bancroft, Asa R. Report of affair near Council Grove, Kans.. Sept. 21. 1864 . 815

Bancroft, Edwin. Mentioned 302

Bangs, James H. Mentioned 842

Banks, Nathaniel P.

Correspondence with

Beuton. William P 73

Sherman. Thomas \Y 180, 219, 260, 747, 757

Mentioned 113-116, 192

Barbre, . Mentioned 994

Barker, Edgar A. Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.,

Sept. 11-25, 1864, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 771

Barker, Henry L. Mentioned 481, 581, 584

Barkley, Frank.
Mentioned 88, 353, 358, 973

Report of operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo., July 20-31,

1864 88

Barnes, James D. Mentioned 67

Barnett, Timothy. Mentioned . . 33, 35, 785. 787

Barr, Andrew J. Mentioned 254

Barr, Samuel L.

Mentioned 1003, 1004

Report of expedition against Indians in Central Arizona. Dec. 26, 1864-Jan.

1, 1865. with skirmish (Jan. 1) at Sycamore Springs 1004

Barrow, Captain. Mentioned 799

Barrow, Robert I. Mentioned 808

Barry, William F. Mentioned 691

Barry County, Mo. Skirmishes in.

Oct. 8, 1864 7

Oct. 18, 1864 7

Oct. 29, 1864. See ( pshaw s Farm, Jlarry County, Mo. Skirmish at, etc.

Barton, Ara. Mentioned 162

Bassford, Abraham. Mentioned 882

Baton Rouge, La.

Affair near, at Highland Stockade, July 29, 1864.

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman 180

Report of William P. Hentou 179

Expedition from, to Davison s Ford, near Clinton. See Darixon s Ford,

near Clinton, La. Expedition from liaton Kouye to, July 17-1S,

1864.

Expedition to Clinton from. See Clinton. La. Expedition from Union

liouije to, Dec. .23-24, 1S04.

Expedition to Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka, and Camp Moore from. See

Clinton, Greciixburg, Oxyka, and Camp Moore. La. Expedition

from Baton lionge to, Oct. 5-0, 1$ &amp;gt;4.

Operations in the vicinity of, July 3-25, 1864. with skirmish near Benton s

Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).

Itinerary. Thomas Logan 41

Report of Franklin Moore 42

Baxter, Lieutenant. Mentioned 198
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Baxter, Oliver H. P. Mentioned ............................. ............ 956, 958

Baxter Springs, Kans. Scout to, with skirmish, Aug. 1, 1864. Report of

John D. Allen ............................................ . ____ 188

Bayou Alabama. La. Skirmish at, Sept. 20, 1864. See Moryanza, La. Oper
ations in the vicinity of, Sept. !(&amp;gt;.?

&amp;gt;, 1864, etc.

Bayou des Arc, Ark. Action at, July 14. 1864. See Arkansas. Operations

in, Jnly 1-31, 1864. Report* of

Shelby, Joseph 0. Steele. Frederick. Wilson, David H.

Bayou Grand Caillou. La.

Affair at. Nov. 23, 1864. See Bayou (i rand Caillou. La. Expeditionfrom
Terre Bonne to, Nor. 19- &amp;gt;7, 1S64, etc.

Expedition from Terre Bonne to, Nov. 19-27, 1864, with affair (23d) at Hayou
Grand Caillou.

Communication from Columbus Moore .............................. 929

Reports of

Cameron. Robert A .............................................. 927

Simms, John .................................................... 932

Thrall, Eugene S ................................................ 932

Bayou Liddell, La. Skirmish at, Oct. 15, 1864 .............................. 7

Bayou Macon, La. Expedition from Goodrich s Landing to, Aug. 28-31,

1864. See Bayou Tvnsas, La. Skirmish near, Aug. 20, 1S64, etc.

Bayou Manchac, La. Expedition to. See Amite River, Xew River, and

Bayou Manchac. La. Expeditions to, Oct. 2-S, 1S64.

Bayou Maringouin, La. Skirmishes near, Sept. 13. Sept. 16, 1864. See Fansse

Eiver, La. Expedition from Moryanza to. Sept. 13-17, 1864, etc,

Bayou Pigeon, La.

Expedition from Napoleonville to. See Grand Hirer and Bayou I lyeou, La.

Expedition from Xapoleonville to, Sept. 26-30, 1S64.

Expedition to. See Grand Lake, Grand River, etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11,

1S64, etc.

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19, 1864,

with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausso Poiute.

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman .................... - ......... 926

Reports of

Cameron, Robert A .................................................. 926

Miller, Jesse S ....................................................... 926

Bayou Sara, La. Expeditions from Morganza to.

Sept. 6-7, 1864. Itinerary of Alonzo J. Edgerton ......................... 743

Oct. 3-6, 1864, and skirmishes. Report of Michael K. Lawlor .............. 879

Bayou Tensas, La.

Skirmish at, July 30, 1864 ........................................ ........ 2

Skirmish near, Aug. 26, 1864, and expedition from Goodrich s Landing to

Bayou Macon. Aug. 28-31, 1864.

Itinerary. A. Watson Webber ...................................... 295

Reports of

Chapiu, Charles H ............................................... 295

Webber, A. Watson .............................................. 294

Beach,- . Mentioned .................................................. 776

Beach, Melancthon S. Mentioned ............................ . ............ 520

Beam, Leroy J. Mentioned .......................................... 521,598-601

Beard, W. D. Mentioned ................................................ 671,678

Bear Ribs. ( Indian. ) Mentioned ......................................... 156

Beatty s Mill, Ark. Skirmish near. Sept. 1. 1864. Report of Abraham H.

Ryan . , ........................ &quot;35
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Beaty, William. Men tinned. ............................................. 444, 445

Beauvais.- . Mentioned ............................................ 828,847

Bechand. Adolph.
Mentioned ............................................................ 853. 857

Report of operations in Arkansas. Oct. 1-81, 1864 ........................ 858

Beckman. Edward. Mentioned ................. . .......................... 462

Beckwith, . Mentioned .............................................. 847

Bedinger, Henry O. Mentioned ........................ ................... 614

Beebe, Hinkley F. Mentioned ............................................. 945

Beebee, Marcus J. Mentioned ............................................. 850

Beel, -- . Mentioned ............................. . ..................... 739

Behlendorff, Frederick.

Mentioned ............................................................ 184, 185

Report of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 ...... . .................. 855

Beigert, David. Mentioned ................................................ 776

Belknap, Fort. .See Fort Belknap.

Bell,- . (Confederate. ) Mentioned ................................... 242

Bell,- . (Union.) Mentioned ................. &quot;. ....................... 455

Bell, Major. Mentioned .................................................... 988

Bell, Clara, Steamer. Mentioned ........................................... 88

Bell, James M. Mentioned ............................................. 32, 33, 36

Bell, M. L. Mentioned ..................................................... 777

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Samuel B. Maxey.
Belle River. La. Expedition from Bra-shear City to, Oct. 22-24, 1864. Re

ports of

Cameron, Robert A ....................................................... 891

Park. Luther T .......................................................... 892

Belton, Joseph F. Mentioned .............................................. 27

Benecke. Louis. Mentioned ............................................. 177, 178

Benjamin. Judah F. For correspondence, etc., see State Department, C. S.

Bennen, A. Mentioned .................................................... 946

Bennett.- . Mentioned ............................................... 71

Bennett, Clarence E. Correspondence with James H. Carleton ............. 248

Bennett, George W. C. Mentioned ...................................... 688, 698

Bennett, Joseph F. Mentioned ............................................ 316

Bennran [?], Colonel. Mentioned .......................................... 347

Benson, Ezra. Mentioned ................................................. 776

Bent, Charles. Mentioned ................................................. 954

Bent. George. Mentioned ................................................ 964, 965

Bent, William. Mentioned ................................................. 954

Bent, William W. Mentioned ............................................. 964

Benteen, Frederick W. Mentioned ... .................................. 313. 314,

319, 328, 330, 337, 338. 341, 342. 344, 351. 352, 372. 373, 390. 391, 395, 396, 410,

495, 496, 500-503, 511, 514-516, 518. 519, 528, 529, 534, 541, 545, 556, 557, 566

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.2. 1864 .............. 330

Benton. Steamer. Mentioned ................................ 434-436, 467, 530-532

Benton, Ark.
Affair at, .Inly 25, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July l-.ll, 1864.

Report of SteeJe. p. 11.

Scouts from Little Rock to.

Sept. 6-7, 1864. Report of John F. Ritter ........................... 742

Nov. 27-30. 1864. Report, of William Hawley ........................ 944

Skirmish at, Aug. 18. 1864. Report of Miles Kehoe ...................... 265

Skirmish near, July 6, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864.

Report of Steele, p. 11.
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Benton County, Ark.

Expedition in. See Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in,

Au(j. -21-27, 1864, etc.

Skirmish iu, Oct. 20, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition. Any. 20-Dec. 2,

1S64. Report of Harrison, p. 399.

Benton Road. Ark. Skirmish on, July 19, 1864. See Little Rock, Ark. Skir

mish near, on the Benton Road, July 19, 1864.

Benton s Ferry, La. Skirmish near, on the Amite Kiver. July 25, 1864. See

Baton Roiu/e, La. Operations in the ricinity of, July 3-25, 1S64, etc.

Benton. William P.

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks 73

Mentioned 115, 116

Reports of

Baton Rouge, La. Affair near, at Highland Stockade, July 29, 1864.. 179

Plaquemiue, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 6, 1864 218, 219

Berger, William. Mentioned 365, 366, 370

Bernard, John M. Mentioned 590

Berney, Joseph. Mentioned 940, 941

Berry, B. A. Mentioned 851

Berry, Reuben T. Mentioned 365, 670

Berryman, Dick. Mentioned 456, 883

Berthoud, Edward L. Mentioned 346

Berwick, La. Reconnaissance to Pattersouville from. See 1 attcrsonville. La.

Reconnaissance from Berwick to, Any. 2, 1S64.

Beveridge John L.

Mentioned 342, 271, 375, 376, 383, 385-387, 389, 390, 392, 394, 402, 451

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 378, 379

Beyers, . Correspondence with John M. Chivington 950

Bicking, Alfred F. Mentioned 775

Biehle, Charles. Mentioned 375

Big Blue, Mo. Engagement at the, Oct. 23, 1864. See /Vice s Missouri Expe
dition, Aiuj. 29-Dcc.

&quot;2,

1S(}4. Reports of

Benteen, Frederick W. Hunt, Hubert H. Montgomery, William C. F.

Blunt, James G. Jenuison, Charles R. Moonlight, Thomas.

Brown. Egbert B. Johnson. Benjamin S. 1 helps, John K.

Chariot, Chapman S. Jones. Benjamin S. I leasonton. Alfred.

Clark, John B., jr. Kelly. George W. Price, Sterling.

Curtis, Samuel Ji. Lawther, 1 obert K. Kosecrana, William S.

I)a.vies,J. F. Lazear, Bazel F. Thompson, M. Jeft ,

Gravely, Joseph J. Mitchell, William 15. Wiuslow, Edward F.

See also Grant to Deitzler, p. 616.

Big Blue (Byram s Ford, etc.). Mo. Action at the, Oct. 22, 18(54. See Price s

Missouri Expedition, Any. 20- Dec. ..
,
1864. Reports nf

Blair, Charles W. Kppstein. Joseph A. Montgomery, William C. F.

Blunt, James G. Fishback. William H. M. Moonlight, Thomas.

Brown, Egbert B. Hunt. Kobrrt H. Pleasonton, Alfred.

Chariot. Chapman S. Jennison. Charles K Price, Sterling.

Clark, John B., jr. Jones. Benjamin *
. Koherts, Cyrus M.

Curtis, Samuel K. Lane, James H. Koseurans. William fc-

Davies. J. F. McFerran. James. Sanborn, John B.

Davis, Samuel B. McKenuy, Thomas I. Thompson, M. Jeff.

Deitzler, George W.

Big Creek, Ark. Skirmish at. Set; Wallace s /
&amp;lt;/?/, liiy Creek, Ark. Action

at, July 2C&amp;gt;,
1864.
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Big Creek, Mo.
Scout on. See Crisp s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo. Scout to, Aug. 25-30, 1864,

etc.

Skirmish on, July 28, 1864. See Blackwater River. Mo. Skirmish OH, July

27, 1S64, etc.

Big Head. (Indian. ) Mentioned .- 150

Big Piney, Mo.
Scouts from, July 5-6, 1864. Report of Hetiry B. Brown 42

Skirmishes on.

Nov. 1, 1864. etc. See Waynesville, Mo. Skirmish near.

Dec. 2, 1864. See iraynenrille, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, Dec.

1-3, 1SG4, etc.

Big River, Mo. Skirmish on. See Tyler s Mills, Bi&amp;lt;j Iticer, Mo. Skirmish at,

Oct. 7, 1SG4.

Bill, J. M. Mentioned 648

Bingham, George. Mentioned 436

Birr, Captain. Mentioned 13

Birthright, Colonel. Mentioned 907

Bisbee, William H. Mentioned 521,584,588

Bishop, Albert W.
Mentioned 266, 267

.Reports of

Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug.
15-24, 1864, with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Rich-

land Creek, Ark. ( 16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th) 261

Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in, Aug. 21-27,

1864, with skirmishes 268

Bishop, Peter. Mentioned 940

Bissett, James. Mentioned 416

Bivins, John W. Mentioned C$63

Black Catfish. (Indian. ) Mentioned 150

Black Kettle. (Indian.) Mentioned 914,948-950,952,959,960,965-968

Black, Mercelon E. Mentioned 798

Black, Thomas G. Report of skirmish on the Benton Road, near Little

Rock, Ark., July 19, 1864 87

Blackburn. Joseph C. S. Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith 89

Blackwater River, Mo.

Expedition to Scott s Ford, on. See Scott s Ford, on the Blackwater. Expe
dition from Sedalia. Mo., to, Sept. 2~f, 1SG4.

Skirmish on, July 27, 1864, and ou Big Creek (28th). Reports of

Foster, Melville U 176, 177

Pleasonton, Alfred 176

Blackwell, Y. H. Mentioned 288, 659-662, 665

Blair. Charles W.
Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 596

Mentioned 466, 474, 478, 479,

482. 485-488. 490, 494, 496, 497. 499-501, 519, 521, 524, 525, 536, 539. 545. 552,

556, 561, 562, 564, 572, 573, 575, 576, 578, 580, 581. 585, 607, 615, 619, 767, 769

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 596. 601

Blair, William D. Mentioned 232, 353, 358, 363

Blakeney, Thomas J.

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Fergusson 86

Report of expedition to the Final Mountains, Ariz. Ter., July 18-Aug. 7,

1864 . . 81
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Blanchard, . Mentioned 930, 931

Blanchard, . (Wagon -master.) Mentioned 213

Blansel. Captain. Mentioned 236

Block!, Anton. Mentioned 743

Bloom. James. Mentioued 977

Bloomfield. Mo. Skirmish near, July 14, 1864. Report of John T. Burris 71

Blue, Burwel S. Mentioned 325

Blue, Erastus. Mentioned 886

Blunt, James G.

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 476, 505, 527

Mentioned 312, 314,

319, 337, 338, 341, 350, 374, 384, 389, 390, 392, 405, 408, 411, 413, 464, 465, 470-

476, 478-481, 483, 485, 487-492, 495, 49(5, 500-503, 505, 507-510, 512, 513, 516,

518, 519, 521, 524-529, 533, 535-538, 540, 541, 547, 551, 554, 555, 557, 558, 562,

564, 565, 567-569, 571, 572, 578, 579, 586, 588, 590-592, 594-599, 601, 603, 606,

607, 610, 611, 614-616, 618-621, 624, 633, 634, 638, 646. 647, 657, 690, 694, 6S9

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Doc. 2, 1864 571

Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans. .Skirmish near, with Indians, Aug. 16,

1864 263

Walnut Creek, Kans. Skirmish at, Sept. 25, 1864 818

Boca Chica Pass, Tex. Skirmish at, Oct. 14, 1864. Report of Henry M.

Day 888

Bodkin. William A. Mentioned 325

Boggs, William R. For correspondence as Chief of Start , see E. Kirby Smith.

Bolea, Thomas. Mentioned 235, 236

Bolm, . Mentioned 44, 79

Bolton, Captain. Mentioned 916

Bond, Frank S. Mentioned 316

Bonde, A. Edgar. Mentioned 755

Bonner, . Mentioned 296

Bonneville, Benjamin L. E. Mentioned 439

Boone County, Mo.

Operations in, etc. See Randolph, Howard, and Boonc Counties, Mo. Oper
ations in, Sept. 15-19, 1SG4, etc.

Skirmishes in, Sept. 7-8, 1864. See Boone and Howard Counties, Mo.

Scouts in, Sept. 6-12, 1S64, etc.

Booue and Howard Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Sept. 6-12, 1864, witli skir

mishes (7th and 8th) in Booue County. Report of Joseph B.

Douglass 744

Boonville, Mo.
Skirmish at, Oct. 9, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1SG4. Iteports of

Fink, Clinton B. Plumb, William. Rosecrans. William S.

Montgomery, William (J. F. Price, Sterling.

Skirmishes near, Oct. 11-12, 1864. See I rice x Missouri Expedition, Aug.

29-Dec. -2, 18G4. Imports of

Clark, John B., jr. Greene, Colton. Philips, John F.

Da.vit-8. J. F. Jarknian. Sidney 1&amp;gt;. Price. Sterling.

Kppstein, Joseph A. Mc.Ferran. James. Sanborn. John B.

Gravely, Joseph J. Phelps, John E. Shelby, Joseph O.

Booth, Henry.
Correspondence with William H. Struthers 234

Mentioned 265. 920, 934. 961
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Booth, Henry Continued.

Reports of

Mulberry Creek, Kans. Scout from Salina to, Aug. 8-11, 1864 233,234

Smoky Hill Fork, Kaiis. Scout on. Aug. 1-5, 1864 139

Booth, William.

Mentioned 189, 264

Report of scout on the Republican River, Kaus., Aug. 19-24, 1864 265

Borcee. (Indian.) Mentioned 967

Bord, . Mentioued 258, 259

Border, Army of the. (Union.) For Orders, see Kansas, Department of.

Botchfuhr, Hugo C. C. Mentioned 400

Bourland, James. Reports of operations against Indians near Fort Uelknap,

Tex., Oct. 13-20, 1864, with skirmish (13th) on Elm Creek.... 884,885
Boutell Lewis H. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1864 370

Boutelle, Charles A. Mentioued 892

Bowen, . Mentioned 78-80

Bowen, Leavitt L.

Mentioned 949, 950, 957, 958

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 957

Bowers, Lieutenant. Mentioned 738

Bowie, George W. Mentioned 125

Bowliii, William. Mentioned 918

Bowman, Charles W. Mentioned 353

Bowman, Thomas. Mentioned 328

Bo wsiield. John. Mentioned 776

Boyd, . Mentioned 849

Boy d, Edward D. Mentioned 521

Boyd, Josiah P. Mentioned 410

Boyer, Louis J. Mentioned 842

Boyles, William. Mentioned 955

Brackett, Alfred B.

Mentioned 142, 143, 146, 148, 165

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1804 161

Bi ackman, Albert. Mentioned 178

Braden, James C. Mentioned 983

Braden, John. Mentioned 451

Bradford, Captain. Mentioned 274

Bradley, Barton S. Mentioned 736

Bragg, Braxton.

Correspondence with

Butler, Thomas 103, 104, 106, 108, 117, 118

Davis, Jefferson 106, 108

Lee, Stephen D 90

Smith, E. Kirby 95, 119

Stevens, William 103

Taylor, Richard 109, 118, 120, 121

War Department, C. S 121

Mentioned 89, 91, 106, 107, 109, 111, 116, 118, 119, 121, 123

Bram, John C. Mentioned 88

Brandon, Richard. Mentioned 987

Brazilian, Lieutenant. Mentioned 1 1002
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Brashear City, La.

Expedition to Bayou Portage from. See Bayou Portage, La. Expedition

from Brashear Cily to, Nor. 17-19, 1SG4, etc.

Expedition to Belle River from. See Belle Hirer, La. Expedition from
Brashear City to, Oct. 22-24, 1SG4.

Brassfield, Granville M. Mentioned 66

Brawner, Thomas E. Mentioned 178, 425

Brazos Santiago, Tex.

Operations in the vicinity of. Aug. 4-15. 1864, with skirmish (9th) at Point

Isabel. Report of Henry M. Day 211

Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near, Sept. 6. 1864. Report of Henry M.

Day 742

Breckinridge, Marcus P. Mentioned 505

Bremer, F. J. Mentioned 830, 843

Brent, J. L. Mentioned 92, 96, 100, 101, 104

Brent, John T. Mentioned 977

Brewer, O. H. P. Mentioned 36

Brewer s Lane, Ark. Skirmish at, .Sept. 11, 1864. See Monticello, Ark.

Expedition from Pine
Bluff&quot; toward, Sept. 9-11, 1SG4, etc.

Bricham, John. Mentioned . i 36

Bright Star, Steamer. Mentioned 463

Blinker, Isaac. Mentioned 676

Briscoe, . Mentioned 271

Brisse. . Mentioned 173

Bristol, Henry B.

Mentioned 201, 202

Reports of scouts from Fort Sunnier, N. Mex., Aug. 3-Xov. 4, 1864, with

skirmish (Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains 201

Brogdon, J. B. Mentioned 750

Brookfield, Mo. Expedition to Brunswick, Keytesville, and Salisbury from.

See Brunswick, Keytesville, and Saliabury, Mo. Expedition from

Brookfield to, Nov. 16-23, 1864.

Brooks, James. Mentioned 775

Brooks, Joseph. Mentioned 20

Brooks, William H. Mentioned 339. 400, 638, 643, 647, 737, 738, 781, 797. 819

Brooks, William S. Mentioned 12, 13, 16-19, 21, 22

Brown, . Mentioned 823, 891, 894

Brown, Captain. Mentioned 277

Brown, Lieutenant. Mentioned 1002

Brown, Major. Mentioned 240. 676

Brown, B. Gratz. Mentioned 310, 316

Brown, Buck. Mentioned 13. 24, 75, 194. 269. 270, 398-400, 797. 798. 910. 918, 919

Brown, Edward. Mentioned 184

Brown, Egbert B.

Correspondence with

Curtis, Samuel R 466

Pleasonton, Alfred 348-350

Rosecrans, William S 56, 350, 365

Itinerary. Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 357

Mentioned 219.

256, 257, 308, 310-312, 316, 318, 328-330. 336, 337, 340, 341, 344. 348, 350. 357,

359, 360, 370, 372, 376, 383. 394, 395, 418-420, 466, 467, 524. 606, 738. 753. 813
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Brown, Egbert B. Continued.

Reports of

Lexington, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 18, 1864 812

Longwood, Mo.

Skirmish at. Sept. 13, 1864 799

Skirmish near, Sept. 22, 1864 816

Pisgah, Mo. Sk irmish near, Sept. 10, 1864 . . 760
Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 344, 346

Wellington, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, July 9-13, 1864, with
skirmishes at Warder s Church (10th), and at Columbus (12th). 65

Western Missouri. Operations in. July 6-30. 1864 49-51

Brown, George M. Mentioned 437

Brown, Henry B.

Mentioned 763

Reports of scouts from Big Piney, Mo.
, July 5-0, 1864 42

Brown, Henry C. Mentioned 20, 22

Brown, Hezekiah N. Mentioned 410

Brown. John D. Mentioned 328

Brown, Joseph R. Mentioned 38, 553

Brown, Napoleon B. Mentioned 60

Brown, Oscar M. Report of expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., to Fort

Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., Oct. 1-Nov. 27. 1864 867

Brown, Samuel. Mentioned 60

Brown. W. F. Mentioned 850

Brown, William. Mentioned 544

Brown, William S. Mentioned 60, 61

Brown, W. S. Mentioned 885

Brownsville, Ark.
Skirmish at, Sept. 4, 1X64 5

Skirmishes near.

July 13, 1864. Reports of Oliver Wood 68

July 30, 1864, at Hay Station Xo. 3. Report of John W. Stephens 183

Brownsville. Tex. Reoccupation of, by the Confederate forces, July 30,

1864. Report of James H. Fry 185

Bruce. James H. Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Iiid. Ter.,

Sept. 11-25. 1864. with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 765

Brumfield, William. Mentioned 60

Brunell, Joseph. Mentioned 889

Brunswick, Mo.
Affair near, Sept. 6, 1864. Report of William E. Mobefly 741

Skirmish at, Oct. 11, 1864. See Price s Mitmonri Expedition. Aug. 29-I)ec.2,
1864. Hi-portH of Harding, p. 435 ; Curtis, p. 530.

Brunswick. Keytesville. and Salisbury, Mo. Expedition from Brookheld

to, Nov. 16-23. 1864. Report of Eli J. Crandall 921

Brutsche, John D. Mentioned 396

Bryan, Guy M. For correspondence as A. A. G., see E. Kirby Smilh.

Bryan, Richard E. Mentioned 922

Bryan, William. Mentioned 353

Bryant, George. Mentioned 213

Bryson, James H. Mentioned 353. 358. 363

Buckingham, J. Mentioned 886
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Buck Island, in the Mississippi River. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to,

July 13-16, 1864. Reports of

Buford, Napoleon B ..................................................... 69

Schoenemann, Rudolph .................................................. 70

Buckmaster, Henry. Mentioned .............. . ......................... 522, 552

Buckner, Simon B.

Correspondence with

Smith, E. Kirby ........................................... 110, 113, 118, 120

Taylor, Richard ............................................... 111. H8. 119

Mentioned .......................................................... 92. 93, 102

Bucksath. Henry. Mentioned ...................................... .-...... 425

Buckskull, Randolph County, Ark. Skirmish at, Nov. 20, 1864. See Patter

son, Wai/ne County, Mo. Expedition from Capo Hirurdeau to, JVor.

16-25, 1S64, etc.

Buffalo Creek, Mo. Skirmish on, Aug. 7, 1864. See Sonthwent Missouri.

Operations in, Aug. 1-28, 1SG4, etc.

Buffalo Creek, in Ripley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to, July 8-12,

1864. Report of Warren C. Shattuck ......................... 65

Buford, Napoleon B.

Correspondence with

Canby, Edward R. S ............................................... 69, 190

Hitchcock, Ethan A .............................................. . . 69

Mentioned .............................................................. 974

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31 , 1864 ............................ 16, 17

Buck Island, in the Mississippi River. Expedition from Helena, Ark.,

to, July 13-16,1864 ............................................ 69

Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5, 1864, with skirmish (1st)

at Lamb s Plantation, near Helena ............................ 190

Bull Bear. (Indian.) Mentioned .......................................... 967

Bull, John P.

Mentioned .................................................. ............. 640

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 . ............. 648

Bull Bayou, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 7, 1864. See Little Red Hirer, J/1-. Ex

pedition from Little Rock to, Any. G-1G, 18G4, etc.

Bullitt s Bayou, La. Skirmish at, Sept. 14, 1864. Report of Thomas M.
Elliott ........................................................ 800

Burbridge, John Q.
Mentioned ............................................ 431, 630, 641, 643, 679, 680

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 .............. 693

Burch, James R. Mentioned .............................................. 649

Burch, Milton.

Mentioned ........................................................ 193. 198, 910

Reports of

Carthage, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 22, 1864 ............... . .......... 816

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes

at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Rutledge (4th), near Enter

prise and on Buffalo Creek (7th) ............................ 194, 196

Burgess, Jefferson. Mentioned ............................................ 216

Burkhart,- . Mentioned .............................................. 850

Burnes, James T. Mentioned .............................. ................ 410

Burnet, James. Mentioned ............................................... 32

Burnett, James H. Mentioned .............................................. 44, 78

Burns, James W. Mentioned .............................................. 410
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Burns, Nathan H. Mentioned 77

Burns, Simon P. Mentioned 195

Burr, Montgomery S. Mentioned 691

Burris, John T.

Mentioned 77, 521, 579

Reports of

Blooraneld, Mo. Skirmish near, July 14, 1864 71

Caruthersville, Mo. Expedition from New Madrid to, July 5-10, 1864,
with skirmishes 43, 44

Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, July
18-Aug. 6, 1864. with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28),

at Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4) 78,79

Burris, Milton. Meutioued 359

Burton, Lewis S. Mentioned 39

Buskirk, Taylor. Mentioned 195

Bussey, Cyrus. Mentioned 976

Butler, James G. Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Dec. 1-31, 1864. 979

Butler, Reuben. Mentioned 734

Butler, Thomas.

Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 103, 104, 106, 108, 117, 118

Mentioned 109

For correspondence as A. D. C., see Braxton Bragg.
Butterfield, George W. Mentioned 171

Cabell, William L. Mentioned . 196, 265, 313, 319, 333, 335, 338, 341, 352, 358, 389, 403,

404, 448, 496, 501, 527, 534,570, 624, 625, 627, 629, 630,635-637, 639-S41, 643-

647, 659, 679, 680, 698, 704, 708. 709, 711, 715, 719, 729, 737, 744, 781, 865, 911

Cabin Creek, Ind. Ter. Action at, Sept. 19, 1864. See Cherokee Nation, Ind.

Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, etc.

Cadwell, Luman L. Mentioned 807

Calais, Frank W. Mentioned 295

Caledonia, Mo. Skirmishes at.

Sept. 12, 1864. Report of James Wilson 796

Sept. 28, 1864. See Trice s Missouri Expedition, Auy.29-Dec. 2, 18G4. Reports

of

Campbell. William J. Ewing, Thoruas,jr. Jackmau. Sidney D.

Calhoun, John B. Mentioned 955

California, Mo. Skirmish at. Oct. 9, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aiti/. 29-Dec. -2, 1SG4. Report* of

Clark, John B.. jr. Lawther. Robert R. Philips, John F.

Davies. J. F. McFerrau, James. Plumb, William.

Eppstein, Joseph A. Montgomery. William C. F. Sanborn, John li.

Greene, Colton. Phelpa, Johu E. Thompson, M. Jeff.

California Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 45, 81, 82, 85. 126, 201, 202, 867, 868, 870, 873, 875,

878,940,941.

Infantry Regiments : 1st, 45, 46, 212,213,247,248, 813,940; 5th, 45, 46,81,

^ 82, 85, 126.

Calkins, Elias A. Mentioned 223, 225

Callaway County, Mo. Scout in, Nov. 6-7, 1864. Report of Douglas Dale. . 911

Callender, Sidney R. Mentioned 979

Calvert, Patrick J. Mentioned 42

Camack, John S. Mentioned 975

Cambern, S. Monte. Mentioned 184
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Camden Point, Mo. Action at, July 13, 1864. See Western Misaouri, Oper
ations in, July 6-30, 1864. Iteports of

Curtis, Samuel K. Ford,JameaH. Holloway, George A.

Elmer, Edward P.

Camden Point and Union Mills, Mo. Skirmishes near, July 22, 1864. See

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1S64. lieport of Cox,

p. 60.

Cameron, Duncan. Mentioned 879

Cameron, Hugh.
Mentioned 396

Reports of

Huntsville and Yellville, Ark. Scout from Springfield, Mo., to, Nov.

11-21, 1864, with skirmishes 917

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 406

Cameron, James D. Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under
command of John M. Chiviugton, at engagement with Indians on

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 1864 970

Cameron, Robert A.

Correspondence with

Fiske, William O 214, 215

Moore, Columbus 929

Sherman, Thomas \V 181, 746, 926

Mentioned 180, 181, 214, 218, 932, 945

Reports of

Bayou Grand Caillou, La. Expedition from Torre Bonne to, Nov. 19-

27, 1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou . . . 92V

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19,

1864, with skirmish ( 18th )
at Lake Fausse Pointe 926

Belle River, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Oct. 22-24. 1864.. 891

Donaldsonville, La. Affair near, Sept. 4, 1864 740

Doyal s Plantation, La.

Affair at, Aug. 5, 1864 214,215
Skirmish at, Nov. 29, 1864 945

Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and

Lake Natchez, La. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11, 1864, with affair

(8th) at Labadieville 747

Napoleonville, La. Skirmishes near, July 29, 1864 180

Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to, Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 1864, with skir

mish (Sept. 1) near Gentilly s Plantation 730

Pattersonville, La. Reconnaissance from Berwick to, Aug. 2, 1864 198

Camp, George A.
Mentioned 143. 166, 170-172

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 .. 172

Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to. See Clinton, (ireens-

burg, Osyka, and Camp Moore, La, Expedition from Baton lioirye

to, Oct. 5-9, 1864.

Campbell, . Mentioned 255

Campbell, Colonel. Mentioned 301

Campbell, Benjamin B. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Robert A. Came

ron.

Campbell, George J. Report of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 863

Campbell, John, Mrs. Mentioned 233
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Campbell. William J.

Mentioned 446, 447, 451, 452

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 325

Canadian River, N. Mex. Engagement with Indians on. See Adobe Fort,

If. Mex. Engagement with Indian* at, ^Vor. 25, 1864, etc.

Canby, Edward R. S.

Correspondence with

Adjutant-General s Office, U. S. A 217

Buford, Napoleon B 69. 190

Mentioned 69, 87, 89, 99, 116, 122, 192, 199. 277, 307, 315, 638. 809, 883, 999

Report of expedition from Memphis. Tenn., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio

Railroad, Dec. 21. 1864-Jau. 5, 1865, with engagements afc Verona,
Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th) 998

Cane Hill, Ark. Skirmish at, Nov. 6. 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1S64. Reports of

Curtis, Samuel R. Hunt, Robert H. Shelby, Joseph O.

Harrison. M. La Rue.

Canihan. . Mentioned 295

Cannon, James D. Mentioned 970

Cantrell, D. W. Report of skirmish on the BigPiney. near Waynesville, Mo.,

Nov. 1, 1864 895

Cape G-irardeau, Mo.
Expeditions to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River, from. See

Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditions from

Cape Girardeau and Dallas. Mo., to, Dec. 20, lS64-Jan.4, 1S65.

Expedition to Patterson, Wayne County, from. See Patterson, Wayne

County, Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to, Nov. 16-25,

1864, etc.

Skirmish near. Dee. 14. 1861, in the Cypress Swamp. Report of John B.

Rogers 991

Carleton, James H.

Correspondence witli

Anderson, Allen L 1003

Bennett, Clarence E 248

Carson, Christopher 944

Mentioned 125, 201, 205. 887, 913, 943

Carlton. Charles H. Mentioned 641

Carlton, James M. Mentioned 776

Carman, Robert. Mentioned 416, 425, 429

Carmichael. Eagleton.
Mentioned 12, 13, 16-20, 23, 27, 271, 302, 649

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in. .July 1-31.1864 20

Mount Vernon, Ark. Scout from Helena to, Aug. 22-25. 1864 270

Carney, Thomas. Mentioned 464,

465, 467-471. 478. 491. 492. 504, 523, 524, 526, 573, 574, 614. 617, 755

For correspondence, etc., .see Kansas, Governor of.

Carpenter, Miss. Mentioned 994

Carpenter, George W. Mentioned 532

Carpenter, Robert. Mentioned 521, 581. 590

Carpenter, Seymour D . Mentioned 452
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Paga
Carr, Eugene A.

Correspondence with

Andrews, Christopher C . . . , 283

Steele, Frederick 863, 898, 902, 917

West, Joseph R 902

Mentioned 221, 223. 898, 900. 901, 921

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Aug. 9-15, 1864. with skirmishes. 235

Carr, George P. Mentioned 738, 744

Carrabasset. U. S. S. Mentioned 199, 751

Canington, P. R. Mentioned 657

Carroll, . Mentioned 798

Carroll, Joseph A. Mentioned 32

Carroll County, Mo. Operations in. See Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo.

Operations in, Aug. 12-16, 1S64, etc.

Carrollton. Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 15, 1864. See Southwest Missouri and North

western Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 15-24, 1864, etc.

Carrollton, Mo. Surrender of, Oct. 17, 1864. See Price s Missouri Erpedition,

Aug, 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of Fisk, p. 423; Deagle, p. 443,

Carson, Christopher.

Correspondence with James H. Carleton 944

Mentioned 202,203,205,213

Reports of engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the Canadian

River, N. Mex., Nov. 25, 1864 9159, 943

Carson, N.
Mentioned 884, 885

Report of operations against Indians near Fort Belknap, Tex., Oct. 13-20,

1864, with skirmish (loth) on Elm Creek 885

Carter, Henry J. Mentioned 408

Carter, John. Mentioned HI

Carter, Richard. Mentioned 787

Carthage, Mo.
Skirmish at, Sept. 22. 1864. Report of Milton Burch 816

Skirmish near, July 21, 1864. SVQ Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July

18-23, 1S64, etc.

Caruthersville, Mo.
Expedition from New Madrid to, July 5-10, 1864, with skirmishes. Re

ports of John T. Burris 43, 44

Skirmish near, Dec. 30, 1864. Report of John B. Rogers 1006

Case, Theodore S. Mentioned 376

Cass. William. Mentioned 32

Cass County, Mo. Scout in. See Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. Scouts in,

Aug. 25-20, 1S64, etc.

Cassairt, Jacob.

Mentioned 397

Report of expedition to Quiney, Mo., Oct. 29-Nov. 8, 1864, with skirmishes

(Nov. 1 and 2) near Quiney 894

Cassville, Mo. Expedition to Fayetteville, Ark., from. See Fai/ettcrillc,

Ark. Expedition from Cassville. Mo., to, Aug. 23-28, lS64,etc.

Casteel, T. C. Mentioned 190

Castle, . Mentioned 799

Castle, Mrs. Mentioned 799

Castle, E. S., jr. Mentioned 434

Casualties in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Casualties^

Returns of.
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Catherwood, Edwin C.

Mentioned 310, 311, 313, 342, 371, 381, 388, 403, 460, 539

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 385

Randolph County, Mo. Operations in, July 23-24, 1864, with skir

mishes at Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th) 124

Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 12-16, 1864, with

skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg 250

Cause, Jo. Mentioned 800

Cave, E. W. Mentioned 186

Celeste, Steamer. Mentioned 228, 299, 741. 889

Celeste and Commercial, Steamers. Attack on. at Gregory s Landing, on

the White River, Ark., Sept. 4, 1864. Report of Christopher C.

Andrews 741

Central Arkansas. Operations in.

Aug. 9-15, 1864, with skirmishes. Reports of

Andrews, Christopher C 236

Carr, Eugene A 235

Ryan, Abraham H 236

Nov. 1-30, 1864.

Communications from

Carr, Eugene A 898, 902

Nash, Lucius B 899

Steele, Frederick 902

West, Joseph R 902

Itineraries.

Geiger, Washington F 900

West, Joseph R 897

Reports of

Avery, George S 899

Childress, George L 901

McCartney, Joseph S 900

Ritter, John F 897

Dec. 1-31, 1864.

Itinerary. Joseph R. West 976

Reports of

Butler, James G 979

Davis, Gurnsey W 977

Geiger, Washington F 977

Hudson, Gilbert J 978

Centralia, Mo.
Affairs at.

Sept. 7, 1864.

Communications from

Fitch, D. H 746

Sturgeon, Isaac II 746

Report of Clinton B. Fisk 745

Sept. 27, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864.

Report it of Fisk, p. 417; Kutzner, p. 442.

Skirmish near. Sept. 28, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.

, .
,
1S64. Report of Draper, p. 440.

Centreville, Mo. Skirmish near, Nov. 12, 1864. Report of Albert Sigel 919

Chacon, Rafael. Mentioned 201, 204, 206, 208. 209

Chambers, James W. Mentioned 355, 878
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Chandler, John L.

Correspondence with Lucius B. Nash 899

Mentioned 898

Chandler, &quot;William. Mentioned 817

Chapel Hill, Mo.

Expedition from Warrensburg to, July 29-Aug. 2, 1864. with skirmish

(July 30) near Chapel Hill. Report of Elisha Horn 182

Skirmish near, July 30, 1864. See Chapel Hill, Mo. Expedition from War-

rvnsbury to, July 29-Aug. -2, IS64, etc.

Chapin, Charles H.
Mentioned 294

Eeport of skirmish near Bayou Tensas, Aug. 26, 1864, and expedition from

Goodrich s Landing to Bayou Macoii, La., Aug. 28-31, 1864 295

Chapman, Augustus H. Mentioned 284, 286

Chappel, Harmon T.

Mentioned 20

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 22

Charitou County, Mo. Scout in, July 27-30, 1864, with skirmishes (30th) on

the Chariton Road, near Keytesville, and at Union Church. Re

ports of

Fisk, Clinton B 177

Stanley, Joseph 178

Chariton Road, Mo. Skirmish on, July 30, 1864. See Chariton County, Mo.
Scout in, July 27-30, 1S64, etc.

Charleston. Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 5, 1864. See Mississippi County, Mo. Oper
ations in, iVot . 5-6, 1864, etc.

Chariot, Mo. Battle of. See Hamilton. Emjaijement at lite. &amp;lt; httl&amp;lt;: of Char-

lot, Mo., Oct. 25, 1864.

Chariot, Chapman S.

Mentioned .... 372, 478, 483, 491, 496, 500. 501, 509, 520, 526, 541, 557, 560, 579, 915, 982

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dcc. 2, 1861 523

For correspondence as A. A. G., sec Samuel A . Curtis.

Charveaux, Ferdinand.

Mentioned 384, 800

Report of scout in Texas County, Mo., Sept. 11-21, 1864. with skirmish

(18th) at Thomasville 801

Chase, George H. Mentioned 73, 74, 950

Chastain, Mills F. Mentioned 353

Chavez, Jesus. Mentioned 207

Chekote, Samuel. Mentioned 785, 787, 791

Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditions from Cape
Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20, 1861-Jan. 4. 1865. Report
of John B. Rogers 997

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with actions at

Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin Creek and

Pryor s Creek (19th).

Casualties. Returns of. Confederate troops 792

Communications from

Hildebrand, J. N . . 779

Hopkins, Henry 769

Oliver, Liudsey H 778

Congratulatory Orders.

Cooper, Douglas H 792

Maxey, Samuel B 793

Smith, E.Kirby : 794
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Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, etc. Cout d.

Reports of

Barker, Edgar A 771

Bruce, James H 765

Cooper, Douglas II 781-783

Curtis, Samuel K 764

Foreman. Johu A 766

Gano, Richard M 788, 791

Hopkins, Henry 766, 769

Jennison, Charles R 772

Johnson, Curtis 774, 775

Maxey, Samuel B 777-780

Sykes, George. 764

Wtttie, Stand 783, 784

Williams, James M 765

Chester, William. Mentioned 815

Chester, William E. Mentioned 292

Chestnut. . Mentioned 253

Chihuahua, Mexico. Governor of. Mentioned 128

Childress, George L.

Mentioned 902, 976, 977

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-3Q, 1864 901

Chiles, . Mentioned 291,432

Chipley, S. F. For correspondence, see E. Kirby Smith.

Chippewa, Steamer. Mentioned 744, 758, 901

Chippewa Falls, Steamer. Mentioned 147

Chitwood, G. W. Mentioned 792

Chitwood, Joshua. Mentioned 343

Chitwood, Richard G. Mentioned 412

Chivington, John M.

Correspondence with

Beyers,
- - 950

Dailey,
- - 950

Mentioned - 951-953, 955, 960-963, 967-972

Reports of

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29. 1864 .. 948

Valley Station, Colo. Ter. Sk irinish near, Oct. 10. 1864 883

Choteau, Steamer. Mentioned . 301

Christensen, Christian T. Mentioned 282

Christian. . Mentioned 630, 644

Christian, Allen W. Mentioned 353, 358, 736

Christian, Robert H. Mentioned 638, 647, 669

Christian, William L. Mentioned 177

Christopher, James. Mentioned 12

Chrysler, Morgan H. Mentioned 179, 936

Churchill, Thomas J. Mentioned 115, 754

Ciberth, . Mentioned 808

Cimarron River. N. Mex. Scout on. See Northeastern New Mexico. Scout

in, Sept. IS-Oct. 5, 1S64, etc.

Cincinnati, Ark. Skirmishes near, Nov. 6.1864. See Fort Smith, Ark. Kjrpe-

dition from SftriiKjfield, Mo., to, Nov. 5-16, 1864, etc.

Claflin, Nelson H. Mentioned 906

Clapp, William H. Mentioned 218
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Clara Bell. Steamer.

Attack on, July 24, 1864. See White Hirer, Ark. Operations on, July 19-25,

1864, etc.

Mentioned 88

Clarendon, Ark.
Attack on steamer J. D. Perry at. See J. D. Perry, Steamer. Attack on, Sept.

9, 1S64, etc.

Attack on steamer Resolute near. See Resolute, Steamer. Attack on, Oct.

11, 1864, etc.

Expedition from Devall s Bluff toward. Oct. 16-17, 1864. Report of Albert

B. Kauffman 889

Clark. Charles S. Mentioned 297

Clark, Enoch. Mentioned 776

Clark, George J. Mentioned 521, 579, 596, 598, 600

Clark, H. E. Mentioned 79, 751, 752

Clark, John. Mentioned 975

Clark, John B., jr.

Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk 685

Mentioned 329, 334. 430, 431, 437, 438, 624, H27, 628. 630, 632-635, 637, 640, 641,

645, 646, 648, 656, 657. 666, 673-675, 687-691, 693, 695, 696, 698, 704, 715, 728

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Deo. 2, 1864 678, 686

Clark, John M.
Mentioned 58

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30, 1864 59

Clark, Levi. Mentioned 974

Clark, Samuel J. Mentioned 20

Clark, William B. Mentioned 521. 579. 596, 599, 775

Clark, William P. Mentioned 261, 263

Clarke, R. Watson.
Mentioned 968. 972

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John
M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek,
Colo. Tor., Nov. 29, 1864 972

Clarke, William T. Mentioned 421, 423

Clarkson, Thaddeus S. Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,

1864 14

Clarksville, Ark. Skirmishes at, Sept. 28 and Oct. 9, 1864. See Fort Smith,
Ark. Expedition from Little Sock to, Sept. 25-Oct. 13, 1S64, etc.

Clay, . Mentioned 855

Clay County, Mo. Skirmish in, July 4, 1864 1

Clayton, Elias W. Mentioned 865

Clayton. Powell.

Mentioned 235, 264, 280

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 1864 866

Arkansas River. Scout on. near Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 27-28, 1864,

with skirmishes 296

Monticello, Ark. Expedition from Pine Bluff toward, Sept. 9-11,

1864. with skirmishes near Monticello (10th) and at Brewer s

Lane (llth) 753, 754

Pine Bluff, Ark. Reconnaissance from, July 13, 1864 68

Clear Fork, near Warrensburg, Mo. Skirmish on the, July 16, 1864. See

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864. Eeport of

Broum, p. 50,
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Clear. James F. Mentioned 758

Clevenger, Lewis B. Mentioned 409

Clinton, Ark. Scout from Devall s Bluff to. See Searcy and Clinton, Ark.

Scout from Dei-all s Bluff to, Xor. 9-1-5, 1864.

Clinton, La.

Expeditions to.

Aug. 23-29. 1864, with skirmishes (25th) at Olive Branch and the Coinite

River.

Itinerary. Albert L. Lee 276

Reports of

Dennis. Elias S 275

Dornblaser, Benjamin 276

Evans, William J , 278

Herron, Francis J 274

Montgomery, Bacon 277

Dec. 23-24, 1864. Report of John H. Clybourn 1002

Expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison s Ford, near. See Darisnii x

Ford, near Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, July 17-

18, 1864.

Skirmish at, Nov. 15, 1864 8

Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka. and Camp Moore. La. Expedition from

Baton Rouge to, Oct. 5-9, 1864.

Communication from John W. Davidson 883

Itinerary of Stephen A. Hnrlbut 880

Reports of Albert L. Lee 881

Clinton, Mo. Attack on, Oct. 25. 1864. Report of Samuel H. Melcher 892

Cloud. William F.

Mentioned 30. 484, 491. 496. 498-501, 520, 526, 545, 579, 604, 605

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 558

Clowney, John. Mentioned 39

dybourn, John H.
Mentioned 823

Reports of

Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, Dec. 23-24, 1864 1002

Grand Lake. Grand River, Lake Fausso Poiute, Bayou Pigeon, and

Lake Natchez, La. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11, 1864, with affair

(8th) at Labadieville 748

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition from Napoleonville

to, Sept. 26-30, 1864 821

Coarser, John W. Mentioned 36

Coates, . Mentioned 271

Coates, Kersey.

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 550

Mentioned 485, 522, 565

Cobine, James D. Mentioned 323

Cochran, J. P. Mentioned 670

Cochran, John R. Mentioned 997

Coffee, John T. Mentioned 27, 455, 612, 671, 673

Coffman, Henry T. Mentioned 890

Cogan, William. Mentioned 323

Cohrs, Gustav. Mentioned 464

Cole County, Mo. Skirmish in, Oct. 6, 1864 7
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Cole, Nelson. Mentioned 338, 342, 346, 348, 503, 539, 555

For correspondence, see Alfred Pleasonton.

Coleman . W. O . Mentioned 28, 192, 431, 627, 642, 675, 677, 800, 80 1

Colley, Patten. Mentioned 249-253

Colley, Samuel G.

Correspondence with Governor of Colorado Territory 963

Mentioned 964. 969. 970

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John M.

Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo.

Ter. , Nov. 29, 1864 969

Collier. William. Mentioned -.. 360,362

Collins, . Mentioned 994

Collins. Captain. Mentioned : 295

Collins, Lieutenant. Mentioned 237

Collins, Albert. Mentioned - 302

Collins, George. Mentioned 669

Collins, Richard A. Mentioned 642, 656, 658, 659, 661, 664, 676

Colorado Territory.

Operations in, Nov. 5-14, 1864. Report of P. Edward Connor 908

Support of friendly Indians in. Communications from

Colley, Samuel G .... 969

Colorado Territory, Governor of 963

Smith, John S 964

Colorado Territory, Governor of.

Correspondence with Samuel G. Colley 963

Proclamation to the friendly Indians of the Plains 964

Colorado Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : McLain s. 476, 480, 482, 485, 486, 488-490. 508,

509, 517, 524, 526, 528, 529, 533, 538, 543, 544, 568, 572, 574, 575, 577, 585-587,

589, 596-599, 607, 608, 610, 615. 619.

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 73, 74, 212. 231, 232, 237-240, 248, 249, 264, 818, 948-

956, 960, 971
; 2d, 49, 50, 52-55, 62, 63, 187, 188, 232, 233, 258, 259, 289-291, 404,

465, 476, 477, 483, 487-490, 493, 494, 509, 524-526, 528. 529, 533, 534, 537, 542,

545,556, 573-576,580,581, 585-587, 590, 606-614,739, 740; 3d, 948, 949, 951,

952, 956-960, 971.

Colorado and Nebraska. Operations against Indians in. See Indians in Ne

braska and Colorado. Operations against, Sept. 20-Nov. SO, 1864.

Colton, Gustavus A. Mentioned 482, 487, 519, 576, 578, 597, 600, 618, 619, 621

Columbia, Mo. Skirmishes at.

Aug. 16, 1864. Report of Joseph B. Douglass 263

Sept. 16, 1864. See Randolph, Howard, and Boon? Counties, Mo. Operations

in, fiepr. 15-19. 1SK4, etc.

Columbus, Mo. Skirmish at, July 12, 1864. See Wellington, Ifo. Operations

in the vicinity of, July 0-13, 1S64, etc.

Combs, James L. Mentioned 200.242.272,353,358

Comite River, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864. See Clinton, La. Expedition

to, Aug. 23-29, 1864.

Commercial. Steamer.

Attack on. See Celeste and Commercial, Steamer*. Attack on, Sept. 4, 1864, etc.

Mentioned 741

Compton, . Mentioned 865

Concordia. La. Skirmish at, July 22, 1864 2

Concordia Bayou, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 5, 1864 3
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Confederate Troops.
Casualties. Returns of.

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin
Creek and Fryer s Creek (19th) 792

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 .. 670, 686, 692, 697, 699, 700

Mentioned.

Cavalry Regiments : 14th , 992.

Engineers Battalions : 1st, 97.

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Organization, strength, etc., of Army of Missouri 641,642

Conkey, Theodore.
Mentioned 920, 982

Reports of .

Ash Creek, Kaus. Skirmish with Indians at, Nov. 13, 1864, near Fort

Larned 919

Fort Zarah, Kans. Skirmish with Indians near, Dec. 4, 1864, ou Cow
Creek 981

Conklin, Alvah R. Mentioned 365

Conly, John A. Mentioned 13, 14, 735, 980

Connecticut Troops. Mentioned.-

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 40.

Connor, Jacob D. Mentioned 642

Connor, P. Edward. Report of operations in Colorado Territory, Nov. 5-14,

1864 . 908

Conover, Robert. Mentioned 747, 988, 989

Conyers, . Mentioned 78-80

Cook, . Mentioned 817

Cook, C. A. Mentioned... . .&quot;. . 964

Cook, Prankliu. Mentioned , 204, 208-211. 886

Cook, Henry N. Mentioned 373,374

Cooler, . Mentioned , , 984, 985, 987, 1005

Cooper, Douglas H.

Congratulatory Orders. Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.,

Sept. 11-25, 1864, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 792

Correspondence with J. N. Hildebrand 779

Mentioned 24, 29. 30, 595. 025. 776-778, 780, 782, 784, 793, 794

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in. July 1-31, 1861 31

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with ac

tions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin

Creek and Pryor s Creek ( 19th ) 781-783

Cooper, Eli M. Mentioned 590

Cooper, J. F. Mentioned . 797

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned 117

For correspondence, etc., sue Adjutant and Inapt-dor General s Office, C. S. A.

Copelin, James. Mentioned 759

Corbin, A. Frank. Mentioned 776

Cornell, . Mentioned 931

Cornie, Steamer. Mentioned 926, 927

Cornwall, John J. Mentioned 939

Cosbell, John. Mentioned 854

Cosgrove, John. Mentioned 896
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Cosgrove, Patrick. Mentioned 520, 558, 560, 767, 769, 770, 773

Cossitt. Chauncy M.
Mentioned 912,971

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John
M. Chivington, at engagement with Indian* on Sand Creek.

Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 1864 971

Cotton. Capture and disposition of. Communication from William P.

Beiiton 73

Cotton, John. Mentioned 62

Cotton, John A. Mentioned 434, 439

Cottonwood, Fort. See Fort Cotton wood.

Council Grove, Kans. Aftair near, Sept. 21, 1864. Report ofAsa R. Bancroft. 815

Courtright, George S. Mentioned 949, 942

Cowan, William H. Mentioned 521, 595

Cowarden, . Mentioned 271

Cow Creek, Kans. Skirmishes on.

Nov. 28, 1864 8

Dec. 4, 1864. See Fort Zarah, Kans. Skirmish with Indiana near, etc.

Cowen, Colonel. Mentioned 78, 79

Cox, Samuel P.

Mentioned 54, 309, 317, 423, 434

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 442

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864 60

Coy, Henry J. Mentioned 187

Cozad, Jacob A. Mentioned 67

Crabtree, Benjamin F. Mentioned 689

Crabtree, J. W. Mentioned 916

Craig, James.

Mentioned 316, 317

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 434

Craig, Fort. See Fort Craig.

Craigie, David J. Mentioned 247

Craigue, Nelson F. Mentioned 219, 881, 882

Cram, De Witt C. Mentioned 157

Cramer, Joseph A.

Mentioned 237-240

Report of skirmish near Sand Creek. Colo. Ter., Aug. 11, 1861 238

Crandall, Eli J. Report of expedition from Brookiield to Brunswick, Keytes-

ville, and Salisbury, Mo., Nov. 16-23, 1864 921

Crandall, Lee. Mentioned 624, 641

Crane, Addison B. Mentioned 13, 16-19

Cravens, Jerry C. Mentioned 444, 445. 662

Crawford, Captain. Mentioned 12

Crawford, Harrison. Mentioned 325

Crawford, John D. Mentioned 364

Crawford, Samuel J. Mentioned 484,

490, 496, 497, 501, 520, 526, 528, 545. 558, 579, 598, 601-60*

Crawford, William A. Mentioned 68, 265, 641, 647, 729, 864, 900

Crawford, William H. Mentioned 60, 61

Crawford County, Ark. Skirmishes in.

Aug. 11, 1864

Oct. 19, 1864

Crebs, John M. Mentioned 236, 237
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Cree, Theodore G.

Mentioned 949,950

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 958

Cremer, Harrison W. Mentioned ...* 835

Crisp, John T. Mentioned 666

Crisp s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo. Scout to, Aug. 25-30, 18G4, with skirmish

near Rose Hill. Report of Oscar B. Queen 292

Crites, John. Mentioned 521, 590

Crittenden. Thomas T.

Mentioned 350, 353-356, 359, 364

Report of scout in La Fayette County, Mo., Sept. 20-25, 1864, with skir

mish (23d) on the Arrow Rock Road 813

Crook, George. Mentioned 192

Crooked Foot. (Indian.) Mentioned 84

Crooks, William. Correspondence with Frederick Steele 271

Crosby, John F. Mentioned 854

Crosby, J. Schuyler. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Nathaniel P.

Banks.

Cross Bayou, La. Skirmish at, July 4, 1864 1

Crowder, A. P. Mentioned 978

Crumb, Joseph. Mentioned 981

Crump, R. F. Mentioned 756

Cuba, Mo. Affair at, Sept. 29, 1864. See ./Vice s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-

Dec. 2, 1S64. licports of
.fleveridge, John L. Clark. John B., jr. Price, Sterling.

Cummins, William B. Mentioned 882

Cundiff, William H. H.
Mentioned 343, 371

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 377

Cunningham, George W. Mentioned 426, 427

Curran, Sterrit M. Mentioned 833, 834, 838-840, 842, 980

Currie, . Mentioned 855

Curtis, Orren A. Mentioned 582

Curtis, Samuel R.

Correspondence with

Blair, Charles W 596

Blunt, James G 476,505,527

Brown, Egbert B 466

Coatee, Kersey 550

Drake, Samuel A 493

Fishback, William H.M.. 618

Fisk, Clinton B 467

Grant, M. S 479

Grant, U. S 511, 512

Halleck, Henry W 470, 474, 492, 493, 504, 510-512, 514, 515, 550

Harrison, M. La Rue 398

Helming, Benjamin S 913,915,920,982

Kansas, Governor of 468

Pleasonton. Alfred 339, 505, 506, 510, 527

Rosecraus, William S 467, 473, 475, 476, 479, 492, 504, 511, 514

Sanborn, John B 516

Smith, Andrew J 505

War Department, U. S 519, 982
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Curtis, Samuel R. Continued.

Mentioned 53, 235, 244, 245. 312-314. 319, 333, 335. 337, 338, 340-343,

351, 353, 361. 373, 374, 389, 390, 396. 400, 434, 468. 474, 475. 477, 480-484, 487-

491, 494, 495, 498, 500, 501, 513,517, 518, 523-530, 532-538, 540-549, 551-553,

555-558, 560-564, 568-571. 573-575, 578, 582, 585, 586, 588-590, 592-594, 597,

599, 604, 606, 607, 610, 614-617, 620-622, 634, 764, 818, 825, 826, 915, 934, 969

Reports of

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25. 1864. with ac

tions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin

Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 764

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 . 464

Western Missouri. Operations in. July 6-30, 1864 49

Btaff. Announcement of 471

Curtis, Samuel S.

Mentioned 431, 434, 436, 467, 484, 485, 490, 491, 496, 501, 503, 505, 520

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 530, 532

Curtiss, Hira W. Mentioned 332

Cutler, Benjamin C. Mentioned 130

Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. Skirmish near, Dec. 1, 1864. Report
of Abraham H. Ryan 974

Cypress Swamp, Mo. Skirmish in. See Cape Girardeati, Mo. Skirmialt

near, Dec. 14, 1864, etc.

Dailey, . Correspondence with John M. Chivin^ton 950

Dakota Territory. Expedition against Sioux Indians in. See Sioux Indian*

in Dakota Territory. Expedition ut/ainst, July 25-Oct. ,V, 1SG4.

Dakota Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry Battalions: 1st. 135, 142-144. 146. 157, 162-164. 172.

Dale, Columbus. Mentioned 300. 353, 358, 363

Dale, Douglas. Reports of

Callaway County, Mo. Scout in, Nov. 6-7, 1864 911

Fulton, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, Nov. 21-30, 186}, with .skir

mish (28th) near Fulton , 934

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864 55

Dallas, Mo. Expeditions to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River

from. See Cherokee Jhti/, Ark., and Saint Francia River. Expedi
tions from Cape Girardeau and Dalian, Mo., to, Dec. 20, !S(J4-Jun.

4, 1865.

Dana. Charles A. For correspondence as Assistant Secretary, see War De

partment, U. S.

Dana, Napoleon J. T.

Mentioned 29 ., 879

Reports of expedition from Memphis, Tonu.. to destroy the Mobile and Ohio

Railroad, Dec. 21, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865, with engagements at Verona,
Mis-s. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. ( 28th ) 998, 999

Daniels. John. Mentioned 125

Danville. Mo. Attack on. Oct. 14. 1864. Report of S. A. Thompson 888

Dardanelle, Ark.
Attack on steamer Alamo near. See, Alamo, Steamer. Attack on, jVar. ?9.

1864, etc.

Skirmish near, Aug. 30, 1864. Report of Irving W. Fuller 729

Darnelle, . Mentioned 78, 79

Darrow. Daniel. Mentioned 994

Darst. Abraham. Mentioned , 364

Daugherty, Thomas W. Mentioned 792
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David, James B. Mentioned 825

David, Milton H. Mentioned 20

Davidson, F. B. Mentioned 347, 360, 699

Davidson, John &quot;W. Correspondence with Alltert L. Lee 883

Davidson, Fort. See Fort Jhividson.

Davies, J. F.

Mentioned 641, 683

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 695

Davies, Thomas A. Mentioned 470, 471, 522

Davis, . Mentioned 188

Davis. . (Guerrilla.) Mentioned 415

Davis, Captain. Mentioned 739

Davis, Andrew W. Mentioned 776

Davis, Benjamin. Mentioned 817

Davis, Berryman K. Mentioned 430, 437, 439, 530

Davis, Edmund J.

Mentioned 803, 805

Report of expedition from Morganza to Simsport, La., July 5-7, 1864 43

Davis, Frank. Mentioned 745, 762

Davis, Franklin C. Mentioned 217

Davis, Gurnsey W.
Mentioned 853

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 18G4 859

Central Arkansas. Operations in. Dec. 1-31, 1864 977

Davis, Hasbrouck.
Mentioned 180, 181, 730-732, 740

Reports of

Hodge s Plantation. La, Skirmish at. Sept, 11, 1864 761

Lake Natchez, La. Expedition from Paincourtville to, Aug. 15-21,

1864, with skirmish on Grand River 260

Napoleouville, La. Skirmishes near, July 29, 1864 181, 182

Davis, Ike, Steamer. Mentioned , 850

Davis, James H. Mentioned 776

Davis, Jefferson.

Correspondence with

Bragg, Braxton .&quot; 106, 108

Smith, E. Kirhy 92, 102, 113, 122-124

Smith, S. A 113

State Department. C. S 121

War Department, C. S 93, 122

Mentioned 89, 90, 101, 106. 108, 111, 112, 117, 120-122, 727

Davis, Levi. Mentioned 933

Davis. Nelson H.
Mentioned 45

Report of expedition to Southwestern New Mexico. July 23-Oct. 10, 1864. 125

Davis. Nicholas S. Reports of

Fort Union. N. Mex. Scout from, Aug. 4-Sept 15, 1864 212

Northeastern New Mexico. Scont in, Sept, 18-Oet. 5, 1864, on the Cimar-

ron River 813

Davis. Robert. Mentioned 884

Davis, Samuel B.

Mentioned 484, 520. 579

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 551,554
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Davis, S. Lee. Mentioned 393

Davis, Thomas J. Mentioned 958

Davis, Werter R. Mentioned 522

Davisou s Ford, near Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, July

17-18,1864. Report of John G. Fonda 72

Day, Henry M. Reports of

Boca Chica Pass, Tex. Skirmish at, Oct. 14, 1864 888

Bra/os Santiago, Tex.

Operations in the vicinity of, Aug. 4-15, 1864, with .skirmish (9th) at

Point Isabel 211

Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near, Sept. 6, 1864 742

Day, Urbin. Mentioned 759

Dayton, Ferdinand V.

Mentioned 338, 342

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1X64 343

Deagle, George.
Mentioned 423

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 443

Dean, . Mentioned 173, 174

Dean, Marcellus D. Mentioned 776

Dearborn, . Mentioned 892

Bearing, John. Mentioned 918

De Bolt, Rezin A. Report of affair at Liudley, Grundy County, Mo., July 15,

1864 71

Debray, Xavier B. Mentioned 110, 811

Decatur, Stephen D. Mentioned 957

Decker, Henry. Mentioned 891, 928

Dee, Edward W. Mentioned 328, 330

Defriese, John M. Mentioned 24

Deitzler, George W.
Correspondence with

Fishback, William H. M 620

Grant, M. S 616

Mentioned 469, 471-474, 478-483, 485-487, 489,

491, 492, 519, 524-526, 536, 537, 555, 562, 564, 565, 571, 575, 597, 607, 618-621

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 614

Delgadito. (Indian.) Mentioned 205

Dement, James. Mentioned 34

De Morse, Leslie C. Mentioned . .- 792

Denison, Ward W. Mentioned 240, 960

Dennis, Elias S.

Correspondence with Joseph J. Reynolds 890

Mentioned 275, 890, 891

Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29. 1861, with skirmishes

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite River 275

Dennis, John S. Mentioned 78

Denny, Alexander F. Report of skirmish .near Huntsville, Mo., Aug. 7,

1864 230, 416

Derry, Thomas. Report of expedition from Little Rock to Fort Smith, Ark.,

Sept. 25-Oct. 13, 1864, with skirmishes at Clarksville (Sept. 28),

at White Oak Creek (Sept. 29), and at Clarksville (Oct. 9) 819

Desha, John. Mentioned 60

Dette, John F. W. Mentioned 375

Deus, Charles. Mentioned 940-942
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Devall s Bluff, Ark.
Action near. See Ashley s and Jones Stations, Ark. Action at, near Devall s

Bluff, Aug. 24, 1864.

Affairs near.

Nov. 2, 1864. at Hazen s Farm. Report of Christopher C. Andrews 906

Dec. 13, 1864. Report of Christopher C. Andrews 988

Expeditions from.

To Augusta. See Auyuxta, Ark. Expedition from Do-all s Bluff to,

Dec. 7-8, 1S64.

To Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta. See Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta,
Ark. Expedition* from Little Rock and Detail s Bluff to, Any. 27-

Sept. 6, 1864.

Toward Clarendon. See Clarendon, Ark. Expedition from Derall s

muff toward, Oct. 16-17, 1S64.

Up White River. See White River, Ark. Expedition from Devall s

liluff up, Dec. 13-15, 1S64.

Scouts from.

To Augusta. See Augusta. Ark. Scout from Dei-all s Bluff to, Nov. 22-

24, 1SG4.

To Searcy and Clinton. See Senrcy and Clinton, Ark. Scout from De-

rail s Bluff to, Nov. 9-15, 1864.

To West Point. See West Point, Ark. Scout from Devall s Bluff to,

Nov. 16-18, 1864, etc.

Diamond Grove, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 21, 1864 4

Diamond Grove Prairie, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 1, 1864. See Southwest Mis
souri. Operations in, Aug. 1-2S, 1864, etc.

Dick. (Indian.) Mentioned 984, 985, 987

Dickersoii, L. P. Mentioned 975

Dickerson, P. C. Mentioned 975

Dickey, E. A. Mentioned 288

Diehl, Edwin P. Mentioned 907

Diligence, Steamer. Mentioned 851

Dill, Daniel J.

Mentioned 151, 153, 154

Report of expedition from Fort Rice, Dak. Ter., Sept. 11-30, 1864, to re

lieve Captain Fisk s emigrant train 795

Dismukes, T. C. Mentioned 36

Dixon. Lorenzo A. Mentioned 590

Doane, Steamer. Mentioned ; 901

Dobbin, Archibald S. Mentioned 13,

16,17,19,21, 27, 190, 221, 222, 210, 241. 288, 298, 299, 301, 302, 624, 627,

639-641, 647, 649-651, 660. 703, 708-710, 723, 741, 935, 977, 983, 990

Dockery, Thomas P. Mentioned 743, 744, 754, 852

Dodd, Captain. Mentioned 235

Dodge, Judge. Mentioned 61

Dodge, Grenville M. Mentioned . 962

Dodge, James H. Mentioned 520, 524, 544

Donaldsonville, La. Affairs near.

July 31, 1864, at Orange Grove. Report of S. Pierre Remington 187

Sept. 4, 1864. Report of Robert A. Cameron 740

Doniphau, Mo. Affair at, Sept. 19, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aug. 29-Deo. 2, 1864. Reports of Shelby, p. 652; Jackman, p. 671.

Donnelly, E. G. Mentioned 990

Dorian, Lewis. For correspondence us A. A. A. G., see Julian S. Dennis.
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Dornblaser, Benjamin.

Mentioned 276

Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1864, with skirmishes

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite River 276

Dorsey, Caleb. Mentioned 457, 911

Dougherty, Philip. Mentioned 1002

Douglas, Henry T.

Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith 91, 96. 98

Mentioned 92, 97-99. 101, 106, 107

Douglass, . Mentioned 455

Douglass, Joseph B.

Mentioned 345, 415-417. 423, 440. 745

Reports of

Booue and Howard Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Sept. 6-12, 1864, with
skirmishes (7th and 8th) in Boone County 744

Columbia, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 16, 1864 263

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 432, 433

Randolph, Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo. Operations in, Sept. 15-

19, 1864, with skirmish ( 16th) at Columbia 802

Dove, Steamer. Mentioned 21, 70, 270, 299, 302

Dover, Mo.
Skirmish at, Oct. 20, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Any. 29~Dec. f.

,

1SG4. Jieports of Phelps, p. 402 ; Plumb, p. 408.

Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864 5

Dow, Charles W. W. Mentioned 762

Dow, Isaac W. Mentioned 864

Downing, William. Mentioned 58

Downs, O. J. Mentioned 32

Doyal, H. R. Mentioned 42. 217, 992

Doyal s Plantation, La.

Aftair at, Aug. 5, 1864.

Communications from

Canby, Edward R. S 217

Fiske, William O 214, 215

Newhall, William H . 214

Scott, John S 216

Reports of

Cameron, Robert A . .. 214,215

Ilamliu, Cyrus . , 215

Remington, S. Pierre . . . 216, 217

Sherman, Thomas W 214

Skirmish at, Nov. 29, 1864.

Communications from Thomas W. Sherman.... . ... 945,946

Reports of

Cameron, Robert A 945

Monroe, George A 945

Doyle, Thomas. Mentioned 353

Drake, . Mentioned 612

Drake, George B. Mentioned 180

Drake, Samuel A.

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 493

Mentioned 493, 522

Draper, Daniel M.
Mentioned 4 1, 53, 54, 59, 371. 376, 415-417, 432

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 440
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Drayton, Thomas F. Mentioned 701,702,705,710,714,718,720,721,726
For correspondence, see Price Court of Inquiry.

Dreher, Otto F. Mentioned 921,990

Drew, William Y. Mentioned 489, 594

Dripping Spring, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 15, 1864. Report of William

Hebard 259

Drum, Luther. Mentioned 271

Du Bois, John V. Mentioned 316, 547-549

For correspondence as Chief of Start ,
see William S. Rosecrans.

Dubuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie. Mo. Scout from Ozark to, Aug.

23-26,1864. Report of John C. Bailey 273

Ducey, Patrick A. Mentioned 232,739

Duff, James. Mentioned 782, 783

Duff, John W. Mentioned 775

Duffield, George. Mentioned 327,328

Duncan, Lawson A. Mentioned 947

Dungan, Warren S. Mentioned - 988

Dunlap, James G. Mentioned 996

Dunlavy, James. Mentioned 333,335,498,603,604

Dunn, Clark.

Mentioned 949-951

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 955

Dunn, John V. Mentioned : 230

Durrett, . Mentioned 271

Dusold, Andrew. Mentioned 431, 437

Duval, Bailey. Mentioned 776

Dwight, James F. Report of expedition from Little Rock to Little Red

River, Ark., with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou

(7th), at Hatch s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th, and near

Searcy ( 13th )
224

Dye, William McE. Mentioned 880

Dyer, Clarence H. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Eugene A. Carr.

Dyer, David P. Mentioned 346, 888

Eads, James D. Mentioned 613

Eakina, John R. Mentioned 791

Early, Jacob. Mentioned 23

Early, Jubal A. Mentioned 192

Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5, 1864, with skirmish (1st) at

Lamb s Plantation, near Helena.

Communication from Napoleon B. Buford 190

Reports of

Buford, Napoleon B 190

Shelby, Joseph O 191

Eastham, E. J. Mentioned 975

Eaton, Ethan W. Report of expedition from Fort Wingate against Indians

in New Mexico, Nov. 23-Dec. 10, 1864, with skirmish (Dec. 1) on

Red River 937

Eayre, George S. Mentioned 488, 520, 586

Echles, Joseph A. Mentioned 759

Edgar, James C. Mentioned 940

Edgerton, Alonzo J. Itinerary (if expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara,

La. , Sept. (5-7, 186-1 743

Edmiston, Robert. Mentioned -. 813,940,942
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Edwards, Sergeant. Mentioned 37

Edwards. James L. Mentioned 353

Ed-wards, James W.
Mentioned 44, 78, 80, 751, 752, 907, 980

Reports of

Hornersville and Gayoso, Mo. Skirmishes near, Sept. 8, 1864 752

Pemiscot County, Mo. Scouts in.

Oct. 10-12, 1864 884

Nov.13-16, 1864, with skirmish 920

Edwards, John N. Mentioned 678

Edwards, &quot;William C. Mentioned 979

Edy, G. W. Mentioned 261

Egelston, John Q. Mentioned 438

Egypt, Miss. Engagement at, Dec. 28, 1864. See Mobile and Ohio Kailroad.

Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy, Dec. %1, 1864-Jan. 5,

1865, etc.

Ehle, Marshall M.
Mentioned 503, 535, 539, 561

Report of skirmish near Montevallo, Mo., Oct. 19, 1864 890

Eitzen, Charles O.
Mentioned 365-368

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Doc. 2, 1864 368

Eldridge, Israel H. Mentioned 434,436,437,439

Elgee, Charles Le D. Mentioned 92, 96, 104

Elk Chute, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 4, 1864. See South cant Misnoiiri and North

eastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18- dug. 6, 1864, etc.

Ella, Steamer. Mentioned 921

Elliott, Benjamin. Mentioned 638,642,652-655,657,659-662,665,666,668.669

Elliott, Joseph P. Mentioned 662

Elliott, Thomas M. Report of skirmish at Bullitt s Bayou, La., Sept. 14,

1864 800

Ellis, George M. Mentioned 590

Ellis, John. Mentioned 690

Ellis, Fowhatan, jr. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Stephen D. Lee.

Ellison, David. Mentioned 144

Ellithorpe, . Mentioned 547

Ellsworth, Allen. Mentioned 189, 190

Elm Creek, Tex. Skirmish on, Oct. 13, 1864. See Fort Bdknap, Tex. Oper
ations against Indians near, Oct. 13-20, 1S64, etc.

Elmer, Edward P.

Mentioned 521, 580, 606

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30, 1864 62

Elmer, Jackson. Mentioned 979

Emerson, John W. Mentioned 452

Emily, Steamer. Mentioned 63

Emmons, Benjamin F. Mentioned 289

Emory, William H. Mentioned 115, 116

Eno, Frank. Mentioned 472, 485

For correspondence as A. A. G., see William S. Rosecrans,

Enterprise, Mo.
Skirmish at, Aug. 7, 1864 3

Skirmish near, Aug. 7, 1864. See Southwest Misssonri, Operations in, Aug.
1-28, 1864, etc.
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Mentioned 371, 375, 376, 387, 388

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2.1864 381

Erickson, James P. Mentioned 551-553

Erskine. Albert.

Itinerary of operations in Arkansas. Oct. 1-31, 1864 853

Mentioned 753, 853, 855, 856, 858, 897, 976

Erwin, William H. Mentioned 80, 192, 229, 288, 649, 661. 662, 666. 668, 669, 671

Estes. . Mentioned 67

Etter, . Mentioned 798

Eubanks, Felix G. Mentioned 798

Evans, Elis G. Mentioned 734

Evans, Frank D. Mentioned 745

Evans, Jacob. Mentioned 360, 362

Evans, John. Mentioned 959, 960, 965-967, 969

For correspondence, etc., see Colorado Territory, Governor of.

Evans, William J. Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1864,

with skirmishes (25th) at Olive Branch and the Coniite River.. 278

Evens. Isaac F.

Mentioned 606

Report of scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson County, Mo., Sept.

2-10, 1864 739

Eves, George P. Mentioned 521,600

Ewing, Captain. Mentioned 66

Ewing, Henry. Mentioned 701

Ewing, Jarrard. Mentioned 20

Ewing, Thomas, jr.

Itinerary. Operations in Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas,

July 18-Aug. 6. 1864. with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July

28), at Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4) . . 77

Mentioned 308, 309, 316,

318, 326, 375, 378, 394, 401. 452. 457-459, 461. 463, 466, 467, 644. 645, 653, 698

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 445

Warrenton, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 29, 1864 893

Ewing, W. L., Steamer. Mentioned 903

Fagan, James F. Mentioned 68,

309, 313, 319, 371. 387, 396, 400, 448, 483, 515, 526, 541, 544, 588, 610,

613, 622-632, 634-639. 641-647, 655, 656, 658, 659, 661, 674-676. 678, 679,

681. 683. 684, 698, 700, 701, 703-709, 711-715, 719, 729, 743, 744, 858, 916

Fairview. Ark. Expedition from Little Rock and Devall s Bluff to. See
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Rock and Devall s Bluff to, Aug. 27-Sepi. 6, 1S64.

Fales, . Mentioned 847

Fanny Ogden, Steamer. Mentioned 51, 53, 56, 255

Farmer, . Mentioned 292

Farmer, John Q. Mentioned 776

Farmington, Mo. Skirmishes at.

Sept. 24. 1864 1 303

Sept. 25, 1864 303

Farrington, Seth C. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Joseph J. Rey
nolds.

Fausse River, La. Expedition from Morganza to. Sept. 13-17, 1864, with skir

mishes near Bayou Mariugouin (13th), near Rosedale 15th), and

near Bayou Maringouin (16th). Report of Asa L. Gurney 799
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Fayette, Mo.
Attack on, Sept. 24, 1864. See Prices Missouri Expedition, Any. 29-Dec. 2

1864. Reports of Fisk, p. 415; Draper, p. 440.

Skirmish at, Nov. 18, 1864 8

Skirmishes near.

July 1, 1864. Reports of

Fisk, Clinton B . 10

Leonard, Reeves
t

10

Aug. 3, 1864. Report of Reeves Leonard 200

Fayette Road, near Huntsville, Mo. Skirmish on the, .Inly 16,1864. See

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864.

Fayetteville, Ark.

Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to, Aug. 23-28. 1864. and skirmish (24th)

at Gerald Mountain, Ark. Report of James L. Powell 273

Operations about, Oct. 25-Nov. 4, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aitg. W-D&amp;gt;&amp;gt;r. 2, 1S64. Reports of

Curtis, Samuel R. Harrison, M. La Rue. Moonlight, Thomas.

Scout to Huntsville from. See Huntsrille, Ark. Scout from Fayetteville to,

Sejyt. 12-15, 1S6J, etc.

Skirmishes at.

Aug. 27, 1864 4&quot;

Airg. 28, 1864 4

Fechto, Captain. Mentioned 436

Fenn, William P. Mentioned 462

Ferguson, Richard L. Mentioned 56, 338, 342, 736, 973

Ferguson, W. H. Mentioned 378

Fergusson, Benjamin F.

Correspondence with Thomas J . Blakeuey 86

Mentioned 85, 86

Ferree, Samuel T. Mentioned 522

Ferrell, W. H. Mentioned 662

Fessler, John. Mentioned 451, 452

Fickett, LeviS. Report of reconnaissance from Berwick to Pattersonville,

La., Aug. 2, 1864 109

Fields. . Mentioned 885.886

Fields, D. O. Mentioned 780

Fields, James. Mentioned 44

Tillmore, John S. Mentioned 264

Fischer, Waldemar. Mentioned 316

Fishback, William H. M.

Correspondence with

Curtis, Samuel R 618

Deitzler, George W 620

Mentioned 469, 483, 489, 519, 537, 571, 572, 597, 619, 622

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 618

Fisher, Christian. Mentioned 230

Fisher, Joseph E. Mentioned 821

Fisher, Philip E. Mentioned 378, 379

Fisher, Robert. Mentioned 74

Fisk, Clinton B. .

Correspondence with

Clark. John B., .jr
685

Curtis. Samuel R ,467

King, Austin A., jr 760
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Fisk, Clinton B. Continued.

Correspondence with

Moberly, William E 426

Owen, Berry 428

Rosecrans. William S 420

Mentioned . . 54, 60, 130, 309-311, 316, 318, 345, 348, 376, 395, 438, 466, 467, 682, 687, 888

Reports of

Ceutralia. Mo. Affair at. Sept. 7, 1864 745

Charitou County, Mo. Scout in, July 27-30, 1864, with skirmishes

(30th) on the Charitou. Road, near Keytesville, and at Union
Church &quot;. 177

Fayette, Mo. Skirmish near. July 1. 1864 10

Platte County, Mo. Skirmish in. July 3, 1864 41

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 415,417,418,420

Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 12-16, 1864, with
skirmish (12th) at Frederickslmrg 249,250

Richmond, Mo. Skirmish near, July 8, 1864 64

Roanoko. Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10.1864 759

Rocheport, Mo. Skirmish near. Sept. 3, 1864 740

Shelbina, Mo. Attack on. July 26. 1864 174

Western Missouri. Operations in. July 6-30, 1864 56

Fisk, Francis H. Mentioned .. 34

Fisk, James L. Mentioned . . . : 132, 151-154. 169, 795

Fiske, William O.

Correspondence with Robert A. Cameron 214, 215

Mentioned 215

Fitch, Asa B. Mentioned 329

Fitch, D. H. Correspondence with Isaac H. Sturgeon 746

Fitch, Horace. Mentioned 975

Fitch, John R. Mentioned 520, 536, 562-565

Fix, L. Ferdinand. Mentioned 464

Flanagan, Thomas. Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska Ter

ritory, Aug. 11-Oct. 28, 1864, with skirmish (Sept. 20) near Fort

Cottonwood 244

Flanagin, Harris. Mentioned 980

Fleming, J. H. Mentioned 889

Flenner, J. B. Mentioned 670

Flesher, Henry. Mentioned 862, 863, 921, 990

Fletcher, John W. Mentioned 451

Fletcher, Thomas C. Mentioned 378, 449, 451, 452. 888

Flores, . Mentioned 205, 209

Flyn, F. H. Mentioned 979

Flyn, Kit. Mentioned 977

Folsom, Simpson N. Mentioned 24, 29, 31-33, 36

Fonda. John G.

Mentioned 73, 277. 881, 882

Report of expedition from Baton Rouge, to Davison s Ford, near Clinton,

La.. July 17-18, 1864 72

Foote, Henry E. Mentioned 228

Foote. Henry S.. jr. Mentioned Ill

Forbes, Benjamin N. Mentioned 239

Ford, Barney. Mentioned 642
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Ford, James H.

Mentioned 49. 51. 59. 61, 63, 187,

256, 466, 470, 476, 477, 479, 480. 483, 486-488, 507-509, 518, 519, 524-526, 528,

529, 543, 558, 565, 568, 575, 577, 578, 580, 581, 583-585, 588, 606, 610, 612, 736

Reports of

Independence, Mo. Skirmishes near, Aug. 1, 1864 187

Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Aug. 25-29, 1864,with

skirmish (26th) near Pleasant Hill 289

Price s Missouri Expedition-. Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 606

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864 52-54

Ford, John S. Mentioned 186, 211, 212

Foreman, John A.

Mentioned 764. 765. 768. 770. 771. 773. 774. 779

Report of operations in the, Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.. Sept. 11-25. 1864,

with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at

Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 766

Forney, John H. Mentioned 105, 108, 109, 120, 121

Forrest, Bill. Mentioned 920

Forrest, Nathan B. Mentioned 30,897,999, 1000

Forseen, Samuel. Mentioned ?
: 253

Fort Belknap, Tex. Operations against Indians near, Oct. 13-20, 1864. with

skirmish (13th) on Elui Creek. Reports of

Bourlaud, James 884, 885

Careon, N 885

Fort Cotton-wood. Nebr. Ter. Skirmish near. Sept. 20, 1864. See Indiana

in Nebraska Territory. Operations ayainst, Aug. 11-Oct. 2S, 1S64,

etc.

Fort Craig, IT. Mex. Expedition to Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., from. See

Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter. Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mcx., to,

Oct. 1-Nov. 27, 1S64.

Fort Davidson, Pilot Knob, Mo. Attack on, Sept. 27, 1864. See Price s Mis

souri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. -2, 1S64. Reports of

Burbridgp, John Q. Curtis. Samuel R. Greene, Colton.

Campbell. &quot;William J. Davies. J. F. Price, Sterling.

Clark, John B., jr. Ewing. Thomas, jr. Rosecrans, William S.

See also Rosecrans to Curtis, p. 467.

Fort Garland, Colo. Ter. Scout near, on the Fort Union road, Aug. 12-16,

1864. Report of Charles Kcrber 248

Fort Gibson, Ind. Ter. Action near. Sept. 16. 1864. See Cherokee Nation. Ind.

Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1S64, etc.

Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter. Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., to, Oct. 1-

Nov. 27, 1864. Report of Oscar M. Brown 867

Fort Lamed. Kans. Skirmish with Indians near. See Auk Creek, Kans.

Skirmish with Indians at. Nor. 13, 1S64. etc.

Fort Lincoln. Kans. Skirmish at. See Mound City and Fort Lincoln. Kans.

Skirmishes at, Oct. 25, 1S64.

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.

Affair near. Aug. 7. 1864. Report of Edward \V. Wynkoop 231

Affairs at, Nov. 6-16, 1864.

Communications from Benjamin S. Henuing 913,915

Reports of Scott J. Anthony 912,914

Investigation of Indian affairs in the vicinity of. See Sand Creek, Colo.

Ter. Engagement with Indians on, Nor. 29, 1864. Report of Wyn
koop, p. 959.
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Fort Pike, La. Expedition to Pearl River from. See Pearl Hirer. La. Ex
pedition from Fort Pike to, Sept. 9-12, 1S64.

Fort Rice, Dak. Ter. Expedition from. Sept. 11-30, 1864, to relieve Captain
Fisk s emigrant train. Report of Daniel J. Dill 795

Fort Smith, Ark.
Actions near.

July 27, 1864. See Massard Prairie, ticar Fort Smith, Ark. Action at.

July 2?, 1S J4.

July 31, 1861. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1S64. l\eport of
Steele. p. 11.

Affair near. Sept. 23, 1864 6

Expedition from Lewisburg to, Nov. 5-23, 1861, with skirmishes. Report
of Abraham H. Ryan 910

Expedition from Little Rock to, Sept. 25-Oct. 13,1861, with skirmishes at

Clarksville (Sept. 28), at White Oak Creek (Sept. 2!)), and at

Clarksville (Oct. !)). Report of Thomas Deny 819

Expedition from Springfield. Mo., to, Nov. 5-16, 1864, with skirmishes (6th)

near Cincinnati, Ark. Report of James A. Melton 910

Skirmish at, Sept. 1, 1864 5

Skirmishes near.

Sept. 11, 1864 5

Oct. 14, 1864 7

Dec. 24, 1864 9

Fort Sumner, N. Mex. Scouts from, Aug. 3-Xov. 4. 1864, with skirmish (Aug.

26) at .Sacramento Mountains. Reports of

Bristol, Henry B 201

Fritz, Emil 201

Gorham, Samuel A 202

McCabe, Francis 202, 205

Fort Union, N. Mex. Scout from, Aug. 4-Sept. 15, 1864. Report of Nicholas

S. Davis 212

Fort Union Road, Colo. Ter. Scout on. See Fort Garland, Colo. Ter. Scout

near, on the Fort rnion road, Aug. 12-16, 1S64.

Fort Wingate, N. Mex. Expedition against Indians from. See Indians in

New Mexico. Expedition, from Fort Winyate against, Noe. 28-Dec,

10, 1SG4, etc.

Fort Zarah, Kans. Skirmishes with Indians near.

Nov.20,1864. Report of Benjamin S. lleuuiug 934

Dec. 4, 1864. on Cow Creek.

Communications from

Curtis, Samuel R 982

Henniug, Benjamin S 982

Report of Theodore Conkoy 981

Fortune, William D. Mentioned 253

FOBS, . Mentioned 21

Foster, Major. Mentioned 573

Foster, Everett W. Mentioned 990

Foster, John R. Mentioned 412

Foster, Melville U.

Mentioned 292

Reports of

Blackwater River, Mo. Skirmish on. July 27, 1864, and on Big Creek

(28th).... 176,177

Holden, Mo. Operations near, Aug. 2-8, 1864, with skirmish (8th) on

Norris Creek 200
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Poster, Melville U. Continued.

Reports of

Johnson County, Mo. Operations in.

Aug. 11-19, 1864, with skirmish (12th) near Holden 242

Sept. 1-9, 1864, and skirmish ( 1st) near Lone Jack 736

La Fayette County, Mo. Operations in. Aug. 22-30, 1864 271

Foster, Robert J. Mentioned 917

Fount, S. J. Ment ioned 750

Fowkes, William E. Mentioned .* 423, 433, 762

Fox, Benjamin F. Mentioned 202

Franc, Captain. Mentioned 729

Francis, Evan. Mentioned 78-80

Franklin, James W. Mentioned 662

Franklin, Robert M. Mentioned 812

Franklin, Mo.
Affair near, Dee. 7, 1864, at the Moselle Bridge. Report of Charles H.

Gregory 983

Skirmish at, Oct. 1, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Auy.29-Dec.2,
1864. Reports of

Mattocks, Eli. Pease, I hiiipa*. lloaeorans, William S.

Merriam, Jonathan.

Franklin Creek, Miss. Skirmish on. Dee. 22. 1861 9

Franz, . Mentioned 980

Fredericksburg, Mo.
Skirmish at, Aug. 12, 1864. See Ray and Carroll. Co untie.s, Mo. Operations

in, Aug. 12-16,1864, etc.

Skirmish near, July 14, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operation* in, July 6-

30, 1864. Report of Ford, p. 53.

Fredericksburg, Ray County, Mo. Action near, July 17, 1864. See Western

Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1S64. Report of Fort, p. 53.

Freeburn, Archibald B. Mentioned 393

Freeman, . Mentioned 217

Freeman, Sylvaiius D. Mentioned 144

Freeman, Thomas R. Mentioned 75, 240,

301, 515, 624, 627, 639, 610. 612. 647. 670. 681, 683-686, 703, 722, 725, 918, 990

Freeman, W. D. Mentioned 851

Fremont, John C. Mentioned 344. 548

French, . Mentioned 925

Friar s Point, Miss. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to, Dee. 1-5, 1864. Re

port of George A. Willis 974

Frink, Edwin B. Mentioned 45-47,86

Frisbie, Henry N.
Mentioned 805

Reports of

Atchafalaya River, La. Expedition from Morgan/a, to. Dec. 16-19,

1864 993

Morgauza, La. Operations in the vicinity of. Sept. 16-25, 1864, with

skirmishes at Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River

(17th), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan s Ferry (20th) 808

Fristoe, Edward T. Mentioned 642

Fritz, Emil.

Mentioned 201. 939-942

Report of scouts from Fort Sunnier. X. Mex., Aug. 3-Nov. 4, 1864, with skir

mish (Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains 201
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Frost, Charles H. Mentioned . 87

Fry, James H. Report of reoccupation of Brownsville, Tex., by the Confed
erate forces, July 30, 1864 185

Fry, John T. S. Report of attack on the steamer Alamo, Nov. 29, 1864, on

the Arkansas River, near Dardanelle, Ark 947

Fryrear, A. B. Mentioned 862

Fuchs, F. William. Mentioned 421

Fulkerson, Mrs. Mentioned 293

Fullbright, Daniel. Mentioned 677, 918

Fuller, . Mentioned 739

Fuller, Irving W.
Mentioned 235, 744

Report of skirmish near Dardanelle, Ark., Aug. 30, 1864 729

Fuller, Jay. Mentioned 776

Fuller, Perry. Mentioned 606

Fulton, Mo.

Operations in the vicinity of, Nov. 21-30, 1864, with skirmish (28th) near

Fulton. Report of Douglas Dale 934

Scout from. July 25-26, 1864. Report of Charles D. Lndwig 130

Skirmish near, Nov. 28, 1864. .See Fulton, Mo. Operations in the vicinity

of, Xor. 21-30, 1SG4, etc.

Gale, Daniel Q. Mentioned 316, 463, 464

Gallagher, Michael. Mentioned 756

Gallegos, Andres. Mentioned 204

Galligan, John. Mentioned 157, 159

Galloway, Charles. Mentioned 13, 24, 262, 263, 797

Gamble, Hamilton R. Mentioned 57

Gandolfo, John B. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1864 326

Gano, John A. Mentioned 791

Gano. Richard M.
Mentioned 13, 23, 24, 29-36, 398, 466, 595, 765, 769, 771, 772, 777-787, 792-794, 852

Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., Sept. 11-25, 1864,

with actions at Hay Station, near Fort (Jibson (16th), and at

Cal.in Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 788,791

Garbert, Ely. Mentioned 925

Garcia, Julio. Ment ioned 127, 128

Gardner, Franklin. Mentioned 999

Garland, Fort. See Fort Uarland.

Garnett, . Mentioned 762

Garrett, John A. Mentioned 297

Garrison. Jonathan. Mentioned 36

Garth, Eugene. Mentioned 975

Garth, Eugene, Mrs. Mentioned 975

Garth. Samuel A. Mentioned

Gaskell, Peter Penn. Mentioned

Gates, Marvin M. Mentioned 743, 974

Gayle, J. R. Mentioned 994

Gayoso, Mo. Skirmish near. See HvrimmcUlt and Giujoao, Mo. Skirmishes

near, Sept. S, 18G4.

Gazelle, U. S. S. Mentioned 939

Geiger, Washington F.

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andrews 283, 285
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Geiger, Washington F. Continued.

Itineraries.

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 1864 &quot;. 861

Ashley s and Jones Stations, Ark. Action at, near Devall s Bluff,

Aug. 24, 1864 . 286

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-30, 1864 900

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16,

1864, with skirmishes at Hickory Plains ami Bull Bayou (7th), at

Hatch s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searey (13th). 229

Mentioned 221, 223, 225-228, 281-284, 297, 861, 897, 900, 901, 917, 976

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 1864 861

Ashley s and. Jones Stations, Ark. Action at, near Devall s Bluff,

Aug. 24, 1864 285

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Dec. 1-31, 1864 977

Gentilly a Plantation, La. Skirmish near, Sept. 1, 1864. See Natchez Bayou,
La. Expedition to, Aug. SO-Sept. 2, 1SG1, etc.

Gentles, Captain. Mentioned 800

Gentry, . Mentioned 851

George, C. L. Mentioned 975

George, Solomon A. M. Mentioned ^ 194, 267

Gerald Mountain, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 24, 1864. See Fayettcrille, Ark.

Expedition from Cassrillc, Mo., to, AUIJ. 23-2S, 1SG4, tic.

Gholson, Samuel J. Mentioned 999,1000

Gibson, Fort See Fort Gibson.

Gibson, Captain. Mentioned 975

Gibson, William H. Mentioned 184

Gideon, John A. Mentioned 387

Gilbert, Henry W. Mentioned 203-208

Gilbert, James I. Mentioned 322, 904
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Gill, Edward. Mentioned 477, 520, 543

Gill, John W. Mentioned 12-14

Gill, N. Y. Mentioned 271

Gillespie, John. Mentioned 839

Gillette, Lee P.

Mentioned 825, 834, 835, 841, 844
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No v. 30, 1864 844

Gilley, Gabriel D. Mentioned 289

Gillman, . Mentioned 828
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Glasgow, Mo.
Action at, Oct. 15, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Any.29-Di c.2, 18G4.

Reports of

Clark, John B., jr. Greene, Colton. Lawther. Robert R.

Curtis, Samuel S. Harding, Chester, jr. Rosecraus, William S.

Daviea, J. F. Holloway, George A. Shelby, Joseph O.

Fisk, Clinton B. Jackiuau, Sidney L&amp;gt;.

Skirmishes near.

Oct. 14, 1864. See Price s Mixaoitri Expedition, Any. 29-Dec. 2, 1S64.

Report* of

Curtis, Samuel R. Douglass, Joseph J5. Lavcther, Robert R.

Curtis, Samuel S. Fi.sk, Clinton Ji. Rosecrans, William S.

Oct. 26, 1864 . . 304
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Glaze, Henry S. Mentioned 422,423,438,685

Glenn, Tom. Mentioned 975

Gober, Daniel.

Correspondence with Stephen D. Lee 89, 117
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Goble, William F. Mentioned 521,595

Goelzer, Augustus. Mentioned 731

Goff, Charles. Mentioned 295

Goiizales, Felippe. Mentioned 867, 875
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Goode, John R. Mentioned 193, 195, 196

Goode, Robert F. H. Mentioned 64
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Goodspeed, Henry S. Mentioned 935

Goodwin, Elijah. Ment ioned 776

Goodwin, Fort. See Fort Goodwin.

Gordon, Lieutenant. Mentioned 441

Gordon, Anderson. Mentioned . 641

Gordon, B. Frank. Mentioned 26-

28, 191, 288, 631, 635, 642, 649-655, 657-660, 666-668, 675

Gordon, Cy. Mentioned 250, 291

Gordon, George H.

Itinerary. Operations on the White River, Ark., July 19-25, 1864, and

attack (24th) on the steamer Clara Hell 87

Mentioned 87,88

Gordon, George F. Mentioned 661, 662

Gordon, William. Mentioned 265

Gorham, Samuel A.
Mentioned 201

Report of scouts from Fort Sunnier, X. Mex., Aug. 3-Xov. 4, 1864, with skir
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Gorman, James. Mentioned 873

Goss, Benjamin F. Mentioned 990, 991
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Gould, Francis S. Mentioned 608

Gove, Grenville L. Mentioned 244, 472, 477, 483, 520, 543, 544

Grace, John R. Mentioned 298

Graham, Captain. Mentioned 71

Graham [?], General. Mentioned 496, 545

Graham, Surgeon. Mentioned 551

Graham, Joseph E. Mentioned 23

Graham, Robert. Mentioned 522

Graham, R., Steamer. Mentioned 44, 903

Grand Caillou Bayou. See Bayou Grand Caillou.

Grand River, La.

Expedition to. See Grand Lake. Grand Hirer, etc. Expeditions to, Sejtt.

7-11, 1S04, etc.

Skirmish on. See Lake Nalcliez, La. Expedition from Painconrtville(o,Auy.
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Steele, William J 748
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Clybourn, John II 821

Miller, Jesse S 822

Wyman, Dudley C 824

Grant, M. S.

Correspondence with

Curtis, Samuel It 479

Deitzler, George W 616

Mentioned 461). 479-481, 526, 615, 616

Grant, Samuel I. Mentioned 324

Grant, U. S.

Correspondence with Samuel It. Curtis 511, 512

Mentioned 1 13. 1 16. 192, 304. 314. 510-513, 515, 528. 550

Gravely, Joseph J.

Mentioned 1!)3, 380, 387, 389-392. 395. 404-409. 414, 493. 495. 545

Reports of
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Mentioned 431, 437. 455. 630. 634. 641, 679-683, 685, 692, 693. 728

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 687
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Oct. o-9, 18C,4.
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Greenton Valley, Mo. Scout from Warrensburg to, Nov. 29-Dec. 3, 1864.

Report of Murline C. Henslee 972

Greer, James E. Mentioned 477, 592

Greer, Samuel W. Mentioned 522

Gregg, Nathan P. Ment ioned 478, 593
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Gregory, William. Mentioned 978

Grice, John S. Mentioned 364

Grierson, Benjamin H.
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Grimes, John.
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Grinnell, William E. Mentioned 956, 958
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Grove, William F. Mentioned 866

Grover, George S. Mentioned 478
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Gunter, Samuel H. Mentioned 30, 35

Gunter, Thomas M. Mentioned 641
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Communication from Stand Watie 279

Report of Samuel 15. Maxey 279

Guppey, Joshua J.
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with skirmishes at Williamsport (16tli), at the Atchafalaya
River (17th), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan s Ferry (20th).. 805

Gurley, Edward J. Mentioned 778

Guriiey, Asa L.
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Guthrie, . Mentioned 78, 79
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Hale, Steamer. Mentioned 211

Hall, Alfred G.

Correspondence with Thomas W. Sherman 758
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Hamlin, Cyrus.
Mentioned 214, 217
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Hancock, William. Mentioned 130
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Hardee, William J.
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Harding, Amos J. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,
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Harding, Chester, jr.

Mentioned 421, 422, 430, 431, 467, 471, 530-532, 681, 682, 686

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 434

Harding, Frank. Mentioned 808
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Hardy, David L. Mentioned 212

Harman, James R. Mentioned 364

Harmon, Henry W. Mentioned
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Harrell, John M. Mentioned 641,918,919
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Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 397, 398
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1864, with skirmishes 266, 267



1068 INDEX.

Page.
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Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 1864.

Harrover, Benjamin F. Mentioned 81-33, 85

Hart, . Mentioned 434

Hart, Jefferson G. Mentioned 353

Hart, Joe. Mentioned 434
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Hart, Simeon.

Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell . 99
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Hartville, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 11, 1864. Reports of John B. Sanboru.. 240,241

Harvey, John. Mentioned 360, 362, 977

Harvey, Philip. Mentioned 484, 520, 551-553

Hassayampa Creek, Ariz. Skirmish on. Dec. 15, 1864. See Central Arizona.

Expedition against Indian* in, Dec. 10-2-1, 1S64, etc.

Hastings, Lieutenant. Mentioned 918

Hatch, Edwin A. C. Mentioned 37

Hatch s Ferry, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 9, 1864. See Little Red Rii-er, Ark.

Expedition from Little Rock to, Any. G-li/, 1S6-1, etc.
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Haughawout, William J. Mentioned 864-866
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Hawley, William. Report of scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark., Nov.

27-30, 1864 944
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Haynie, E. D. Mentioned 670

Hays, Captain. Mentioned 920
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Hay Station, Ind. Ter. Action at, Sept. 16, 1864. See Cherokee Xation, hid.
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Expedition to Kent s Landing from. See Kent s Landing, Ark. Expedition
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Helena, Ark. Continued.

Scout to Alligator Bayou from. See Alligator Bayou, Ark. Scout from
Helena to, Sept. 9-14, 1SG4.

Scout to Alligator Bayou from. See Alligator Bayou, Ark. Scout from
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Skirmish near, Aug. 1, 1864. See Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-
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Henderson, James A. Mentioned 978

Henning, Benjamin S.
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Curtis, Samuel R 913, 915, 920, 982
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Hermitage Plantation, La. Operations in the vicinity of. See Morganza, La.
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Hildebrand, Henry. Mentioned 462
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Mississippi County, Mo. Operations in, Nov. 5-6, 1864, with skir
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Holibaugh, George W. Mentioned 20

Holliday, S. K. Mentioned 622

Holloway, George A.
Mentioned 422, 434, 438, 439

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1861 430

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1861 59

Holmes, James. Mentioned 591

Holmes, Samuel A. Mentioned 894

Holmes, Theophilus H. Mentioned 113

Holt, George M. Mentioned 12

Holt, Joseph. Mentioned 963

For correspondence, etc., see Judge-Advocate-General a Office, U.S.A.

Holtzclaw, Clifton D. Mentioned 10,

177-179, 250, 263, 299, 300, 415, 418, 424, 745, 759, 760

Homeyer, H. A., Steamer. Mentioned. 241,270

Hood, John B. Mentioned 30, 123, 192, 903, 978, 999-1001

Hooper, James C. Mentioned 660-662, 670

Hooper, Robert. Mentioned 1002

Hopkins, Dewitt C. Mentioned 397, 399

Hopkins, Henry.
Correspondence with Adjutant-General s Office, TJ. S. A 769

Mentioned ; 520, 558, 559, 773

Reports of

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin

Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 766,769
Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 559

Hopson, Joseph. Mentioned 975

Horn, Elisha, Report of expedition from Warrenslmrg to Chapel Hill, Mo.,

July 29-Aug. 2, 1864, with skirmish (July 30) near Chapel Hill. 182

Hornersville and Gayoso, Mo. Skirmishes near, Sept. 8, -1864. Reports of

Edwards, James W 752

Hiller, Hiram M 751, 752

Horton, Nathaniel D. Mentioned 521, 595

House, Albert E. Mentioned 146, 157

Houston, George M.
Mentioned 371, 380

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dee. 2, 1864 380

Houston, RoberfG. Mentioned 738

Houts, George W. Mentioned 357, 362

Houts, Thomas W. Mentioned 66, 67, 973

Hovey, James B. Mentioned 622

Howard, - . Mentioned 807, 808

Howard, James H. Mentioned 920

Howard, John H. Mentioned 410

Howard, Samuel. Mentioned 360,362

Howard, U. J. Mentioned 271

Howard County, Mo.

Operations in. See La Fai/ette, Saline, and Howard Counties. Mo. Opera
tions in, Ant/. 13-22, 1S64, etc.

Operations in, etc. See Randolph. Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo. Op
erations in, Sept. 15-19, 1864, etc.

Scout in. See Buone and Howard Coitntieo, Mo. Scouta in. Sept. ti-12, 1864,

etc.
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Howell, Luther C. Mentioned . 992

Howell, Sylvanus. Mentioned 33, 35, 36, 790, 791

Howk, Richard A. Mentioned 181, 182, 260, 822

Rowland, E. J. Men tioned 34

Howland. George W. Mentioned 224

Hoyt, George H.

Correspondence with Charles K. Jenuison 588

Mentioned 477,

483. 486. 489, 490, 508. 509, 519, 525, 528. 544. 578. 581-5X3. 586-5X8. 590, 598

Hubbard, . Mentioned (il

Hubbard. E. S. Mentioned 469, 522

Hubbard. Josiah M.
Mentioned 526. 562-565

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-1 )ec. 2. 1864 565

Hubbard, Lucius F. Mentioned 1520

Hubbard, Walter D. Mentioned 77

Hubble. John B. Mentioned 5^37

Hudson, Gilbert J. Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Dec. 1-31.

1864 978

Hudson, John G. Report of expedition up White, River from Helena. Ark..

with affair (Sept, 3) at Kendal s Crist-Mill. An-;. 29-Sept. 3.

1864 ;;02

Hudson, Joseph K. Mentioned 713

Hudson. Richard. Mentioned 126-128

Hughes, Eli. Mentioned 261-263. 266-270

Hughey, &quot;W. M. Mentioned 64 1

Human. William C. Mentioned 4 12

Humphreys, James F. Mentioned 302

Humphreys, John T. Mentioned 33, 34, 36

Hunt, Franklin E. Mentioned 471,522

Hunt, Marshall. Mentioned 248

Hunt, Robert H.
Mentioned 215. 332, 476. 478. 482, 483, 491,

493-496, 500-502. 505. 520. 526. 529. 512. 556. 557. 575, 592, 593. 601, 602, 609

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 542

Hunter. David. Mentioned 192

Hunter, De Witt C. Mentioned 287,

288, 642. 650, 661, 662, 671, 672. 674. 675, 677, 918, 919

Hunter, Malcolm. Mentioned 193-196

Hunter. Robert. Mentioned 1002

Hunter. Samuel A. Mentioned 430, 436, 437

Huntersville, Ark. Skirmish near. July 8. 1864. See Arkansas. Operations

in, July 1-31, 1SG4. Hcporl of Xtino-t. p. 15.

Huntoon, Joel. Mentioned 544, 593. 594

Huntress. U. S. S. Mentioned 44,78

Huntsville. Ark. Scout from Eayetteville to, Sept. 12-15, 1861, with skir

mish (14th) at, Rodders Crossing of the White River. Reports
of

Harrison. M. La Rue, 797

Worthingfun, John I 798

Huntsville and Yellville. Ark. Scout from Springfield. Mo., to, Xov. 11-21.

1864, with skirmishes. Report of Hugh Cameron 917
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Huutsville, Mo.
Affair at, Sept. 25, 1864. See Prices Missouri Expedition, Any. 29-Dec. 2,

1864. Report of l- isk, p. 415.

Attack on, July 15, 1864. See Western Missouri, Operations in, July 6-30,

1864.

Skirmish at, July 24, 1864. See Randolph County, Mo. Operations in, July

23-24, 1S64, etc.

Skirmishes near.

July 16. 1864. See Fayette Road, near Huntsville, Mo. Skirmish on the,

July 16, 1S64.

Aug. 7, 1864. Keport of Alexander F. Denny 230

Hurlbut, Stephen A.

Correspondence with Thomas \V. Sherman 945, 946

Itinerary of expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka,
and Camp Moore, La., Oct. 5-9, 1864 880

Mentioned 945

Hurst, Thomas W. Mentioned 278

Hutchens, William D. Mentioned 20, 21

Hutchings, Ephraim M. Mentioned 982

Hutchins, . Mentioned 51

Hutchinson, Mentioned 242

Hutchinsoii, John F. Mentioned 126, 127

Hutchinson, &quot;William S. Mentioned 291

Hyde, . Mentioned 73

Hyde, Absalom. Mentioned . . . 525

Hynes, Dennis J.

Mentioned 422. 426, 428, 434, 437-439

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 424

Hynson, H. C. Mentioned 641

Ike Davis, Steamer. Capture of. Sept. ,
1864. Keport of John G. Walker. 850

Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B, 18.

Cavalry Regiments : 2d, 42, 881; 6th. 7th, 9th. 1001; 10th, 12, 15, 16,26,

28, 68, 226, 227. 297, 862. 900, 901
; 12th, 181, 182, 260, 734, 748, 749, 821, 822

;

13th, 183-185. 855. 858-860, 977.978,1003; 15th, 12, 16-23.70,270,271,302,

974, 975 ;
17th. 125, 250. 259, 260, 263, 291, 292, 312, 344, 348, 365. 371, 375, 376,

378-380, 1385, 415, 418, 432, 436, 441, 451.

Infantry Regiments: llth, 46th. 276; 49th, 323. 324; 54th, 235, 236,

281-284, 286, 287. 298, 642, 650; 61st, 221. 298; 62d, 221; 76th, 276;

81st, 324; 87th. 8t)6; 91st. 211. 742; 95th, 299; 117th, 324; 118th, 41,

42, 278, 279, 878, 879; 132d. 134th. 310, 318; 136th, 318; 138th, 310;

139th, 318; 140th, 142d, 310. 318.

Impey, Joseph. Mentioned 21

Independence, Mo.
Action at. Oct. 22. 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Auy. 29-Dcc. 2, 1S64.

Report* of

Blunt, James G. Houston, George M. Phelps, John E.

Brown. Egbert 1&amp;gt;. Jfuniso&quot;. Charles K. Pleaaonton, Alfred.

Burbridgc, John Q. Jones, Benjamin !&amp;gt;. Plnnib, William.

Catherwood, Edwin C. McFerran, James. Sanborn. John B.

Clark, John I?., jr. MrMahan. John F. Shelby, Joseph ().

Curtis, Saimicl It. McNeil. John. Smith, J. Nelson.

Deitzler, George W. Mitchell, William B. Winslow, Edward F.

Greene, Colton.

68 R K VOL XL1, PT I
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.

Independence, Mo. Continued.

Scout into La Fayette County from. See La Fayette County, Mo. Scoutfrom

Independence into, Aug. 7-S, 1864.

Skirmishes near, Aug. 1, 1864. Reports of

Ford, James H ...................................................... 187

Pleasonton, Alfred .................................................. 187

Independence Road, Mo. Scout on. See GuiiteiJ8 Hills, Ho. Scout to, on

Independence Road, Aug. 1-3, 1864.

Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Cherokee-/?e#/Vnenfc : 1st, 33, 785-787, 790; 2d, 241, 785-787. 790.

Chickasaw Regiments : 1st, 32. 36.

Choctw Battalions : 1st, 31-34. 781 . Regiments : 1st. 32. 33 ; 2d, 29. 32, 33.

Creek Regiments : 1st. 33, 785-787, 790
; 2d, 33, 35. 785-787, 790.

Seminole Battalions : 1st, 33, 785-787, 790.

Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Infantry Regiments: 2d Home Guards, 24. 765. 766, 786; 3d Home
Guards, 766, 768, 770.

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries: 2d. 24, 34. 221.

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 221, 754, 755, 855
; 7th, 332, 33o, 344.

Infantry Regiments : 16th, 180,730-734, 747, 749, 927, 928, 932, 933; 24th,

995,996; 47th, 276; 52d, 323,325; 67th, 9Q5,996; 89th, 896.

Indians. See also Cherokee Nation.

Indians, Sioux. See fiioux Indians.

Indiana. Skirmish with, near Smoky Hill Crossing, KUIIH. See Smoky Hill

Crossing, Kanx. Skirmish near, icitlt Indians, Any. J&amp;lt;&amp;gt;,
1SG4.

Indians in Colorado.

Engagement with. See also Sand Creek, Colo. Tcr. Enf/agement with In

dians on, Nor. 20, 1SHJ.

Operations against. See Indians in Xebraxka and Colorado. (Derations

against, Sept. 23-Nov. 30, 1864.

Indians in Central Arizona. Expeditions against.

Dec. 10-23. 1864, with skirmish (JLSth) on llassayampa Creek, lie-ports of

Anderson, Allen L .................................................. 984

Thompson, John .................................................... 987

Dec. 26, 1864-Jan. 1, 1865, with skirmish (Jan. 1) at Sycamore Springs.

Report of Samuel L. Barr ..................................... 1004

Indians in District of Minnesota. Operations against, July 1-Oct. 1, 1864.

Report of Henry H. Sibley .................................... 37

Indians in Nebraska Territory. Operations against.

Aug. 11-Oct. 28, 1864, with skirmish (Sept. 20) near Fort Cottonwood.

Reports of

Flanagan, Thomas .................................................. 244

Mitchell, Robert 13 .................................................. 243

Dec. 1-31, 1864, with skirmish (8th) near Plum Creek. Itinerary.

Robert R. Livingston ......................................... 980

Indians in Nebraska and Colorado. Operations against. Sept. 29-Nov. 30,

1864. Reports of

Gillette, Lee P ................................................. .&quot; ........ 844

Ivory, William W ....................................................... 841

Livingston, Robert R ................................................. 825, 833

Majors, Thomas J ..................................................... 838, 839

Porter, John R .......................................................... 842

Stevenson, Thomas B .................................................... 843

Thompson, Charles .............. ........................................ 845
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Indians in New Mexico. Expedition from Fort Wingate against, Nov. 23-

Dec. 10, 1864, with skirmish (Dec. 1) on Red River. Report of

Ethan \V. Eaton 937

Indians near Fort Belknap, Tex. Operations against. See Fort Belknap,
Tex. Operations against Indians near, Oct. 13-20, 1864, etc.

Indian Village, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 6, 1864 3

Ing, John. Mentioned 12

Insley, Menitt H.
Mentioned 505, 542

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 560

Iowa Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry Regiments: 1st, 174, 200, 221. 250, 316. 354, 385, 387, 415, 418, 432, 433,

744, 745, 760, 762,802, 819, 863. 865,899; 2d, 1001; 3d. 328,330.332-335,

344, 514, 549, 1001
; 4th, 328, 330-336, 344, 390, 413, 514, 1001

; 6th, 135, 142,

144, 146, 150, 154, 156-160, 162, 164, 172, 796: 7th, 135, 142, 146, 152, 154,

157,160, 162, 189, 233,234, 243, 245, 246, 263, 264. 796, 825, 826, 981; 9th,

227, 228, 282, 283, 285, 297, 798, 977.

Infantry Regiments : 1st, 18; 14th, 318, 325, 326, 445-447, 450; 19th, 18,

211
; 34th. 988 ; 40th, 297, 947.

Ironton, Mo. Skirmishes at.

Sept. 26, 1864. See Arcadia Valley, Shut-in Gap, and Ironton, Mo. Skir

mishes in, Sept. 26, 1S64.

Sept. 27, 186-1. See Arcadia and Ironton, Mo. Skirmishes at, Sept. 27,1864.

Irving, Jeff. Mentioned 860

Isabella, Steamer. Mentioned ;.. 422,906

Isbell, Isaac H. Mentioned 521, 595

Island City, .steamer. Mentioned 147

Itineraries. See

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864.

Arkansas, Operations in. Oct. 1-31. 1864.

Army Corps, 16th. Transfer of M and 3d Divisions of, from, Missouri to Ten

nessee, Noii. 1-30, 1864.

Ashley s and Jones Station*. Ark. Action at, near Derail 8 Bluff, Aug. 24, 1864.

Baton Rongc, La. Operations in the vicinity of, Jnly 3-25, 1864, etc.

Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from Morganza to, Sept. 6-7, 1864.

Bayou Tensas, La. Skirmish near, Aug. 26, 1864, etc.

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-&amp;gt;&amp;gt;0,1S64.

Central Arkansas. Operations in. Dec. 1-31, 1S64.

Clinton, La. Expedition to. Aug. ,23-29, 1S64, etc.

Clinton, Greensbitrg, Osyka, and Camp Moore. La. Expedition from Baton

Rouge to. Oct. 5-0, 1864.

Indians in Nebraska. Operations against, Dec. 1-31. 1S64, etc.

Little Red Hirer, Ark. Expedition fron Little Hock to, Aug. 6-16, 1864, etc.

Prices Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864.

Southeast Missouri and Xortheastern Arkansas. Operations in, July IS-Aug.

6, 1864, etc.

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23. 1S64, etc.

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, Aug. 1-28. 1864, etc.

White River, Ark. Operations on the, July 19-25, 1864, etc.

Ivory, William W.
Mentioned 330, 833, 838, 839, 980

Report of operations jigaiust Indians in Nebraska and Colorado. Sept. 29-

Nov. 30, 1864 841
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Pago.
Jackman , Judge. Mentioned 894

Jackman, Sidney D.

Mentioned 12. 28, 192, 221, 223, 226, 280, 287, 288, 431, 437,

439, 627, 632, 634-636, 642, 643, 651, 656-661, 667, 681, 682, 689, 696, 703, 990

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 671

Jackson, Captain. Mentioned 178, 179

Jackson, Andrew. Mentioned 973

Jackson, Bill. Mentioned 739, 814, 816, 923

Jackson, Henry. Mentioned 20

Jackson, Lewis C. Mentioned 838

Jackson, William C. Mentioned 955

Jackson, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 24, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition.

Aug. 23-Dec. 2, 1S64. Report* of

Hiller, Hiram M. Price, Sterling. Tacke, Adolph.

Jackson County, Mo.

Operations on the Texas Prairie in, Aug. 25-30, 1864. Report of Bazel Y.

Lazea.r 293

Scouts on the Little Blue River in, Sept. 2-10, 1864. Report of Isaac F.

Eve&quot;ns : 739

Skirmish in, July 6, 1864. See Little Blue, Jackson County, Mo. Skirmish

near the, July 6, 1S64.

Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Aug. 25-29, 1864. with skir

mish (26th) near Pleasant Hill. Reports of

Ford. James H 289

Tibbits, Henry J 290

Jacobs. Annie, Steamer. Mentioned 264, 860

Jacobs, Edward A. Mentioned : 919

Jadwin, A. Mentioned 801

James, . Mentioned 984

Jaycox, . Mentioned 83, 86

J. D. Perry, Steamer. Attack on, Sept. 9, 1864, at Clarendon, Ark. Report of

Christopher C. Andrews : 752

J. D. Swain. Steamer. Mentioned 756

Jeannie Roberts, Steamer. Mentioned 163

Jeffers, Thomas. Mentioned 947

Jeffers, William L. Mentioned 431,

453, 454, 499, 500, 559, 628. (541, 679, 683, 685, 695, 698

Jefferson. . Mentioned 798

Jefferson, Captain. Mentioned 928, 929

Jefferson City, Mo.
Skirmish at, Get. 7, 1864. See Prices Missouri Expedition, Au&amp;lt;j.

29-Dec. 2,

1864. Report* of

Beveridge, John L. Jackman. Sidney D. Plumb, William.

Clark, John P&amp;gt;.,. jr. McFerran, Jnines. Price, Sterling.

Curtis, Samuel It. McNeil, John. Rosecrans, William S.

Davies, J. F. Mitchell. William i!. Shelby, Joseph O.

Eppstein. Joseph A. Phelps, John K. Thompson, M.Jeff.

Fisk, Clinton J!. Philips, John F.

See also itinerary of Jiroini, p. 357.

Skirmish near. Get. 8, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.

2, 1864. Reports of

Beveridge, John L. Fi.sk, Clinton B. Rosecrans, William S.

Boutell, Lewis II. Phelps, John E. Sanborn, John B.

Eppstein, Joseph A. Price, Sterling. Shelby, Joseph O.
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Jenkins. Edwin W. Mentioned 755

Jenkins, E. T. Mentioned .- 79

Jenkins, Jerome B. Mentioned 277

Jenkins, Robert. Mentioned &quot;. 23

Jennings-, Samuel L. Mentioned 775

Jennison, Charles R.

Correspondence with

Hoyt, George II 588

Pond, James B 590

Mentioned 59, 475-477, 479-483, 486-

491, 507, 508, 519. 524-526, 529. 533, 536-538, 544, 553, 5oo, 566, 568, 572, 573,

575, 577, 578, 580-589, 591, 593, 596-599, 608, 609, 616, 619, 621, 633, 646, 765

Reports of

Cherokee Nation, Iiid. Tev. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864,with actions

at Hay Station, near FortGihson (16th), and at Cahiu Creek and

Pryor s Creek (19th) 772

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 581

Jernigan, Lawson D. Mentioned 798

Johns, Captain. Mentioned 61

Johnson, Alexander S. Mentioned 483, 489, 537, 593

Johnson, Benjamin S.

Mentioned 684, 689, 690

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 693

Johnson, Calaway. Mentioned 195

Johnson, Curtis.

Mentioned 477, 489, 543, 582, 586

Reports of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., Sept. 11-25, 1864,

with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin

Creek and Pryor s Creek ( 19th ) 774, 775

Johnson, James M. Mentioned 911

Johnson, J. H. Mentioned 36

Johnson, Rector. Mentioned 194, 652, 666-668, 670, 672

Johnson. Thomas W.
Mentioned 451

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 453

Johnson, William. Mentioned 34, 36

Johnson County, Mo.

Operations in.

July 20-31, 1864. See La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo. Opera
tions in.

Aug. 11-19, 1864, with skirmish (12th) near Holden. Report of Mel

ville U. Foster 242

Sept. 1-9, 1864, and skirmish (1st) near Lone Jack.

Communication from William P. Baker 735

Reports of

Foster, Melville U 736

Pleasouton, Alfred 735

Scout in, July 26-31, 1864. Report of William B. Ballew 175

Johnston, Albert V. E. Mentioned 309, 417, 440, 442, 443, 762

Johnston, R. D. Mentioned 58

Jones, Captain. Mentioned 61

Jones, Mrs. Mentioned 283

Jones, Archibald -M. Mentioned 688,689
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Jones. Benjamin S.

Mentioned 331,332

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 334

Jones, Calvin. Mentioned 856

Jones, C. G. Mentioned 662

Jones, J. Mentioned 885, 886

Jones, John. Mentioned 38,142,165,170

Jones, Simon. Mentioned 198,199

Jones Station, Ark. Action .at. See Ashley s and Jones Stations, Ark.

Action at, near DevalVs Bluff, Aug. 24, 1SC4.

Jordan. Frank H. Mentioned 211

Jordan, William H. Mentioned 927, 932, 933

Joaling, Benjamin F. Mentioned 561

Journal, . Mentioned 182

Joyner, Mrs. Mentioned 756

Judge-Advocate-Geuerals Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with War

Department, II. S 963

Judson, William R. Mentioned 24, 34

Julia, Steamer. Mentioned 903

Julian, Stephen H. Mentioned 462, 463

Jump, John W. Mentioned 689

Jumper, John. Mentioned 785, 787, 790-792

Kaiser, John B.

Mentioned 382, 384

Report of operations in the vicinity of Wa/nesville, Mo., Dec. 1-3, 1864,

with skirmish (2d) on tlie Big Piuey 974

Kale, John. Mentioned 230

Kansas. Department of. (Union.)

Orders, Circular, series 1864: Oct. 9,469.

Orders, General, series 1864: No. 53, 468; No. 54,470; No. 55, 471;

No. 56, 474; No. 57, 504.

Orders, General Field, series 1861 Curtis : Oct. 23,492; Oct. 26, 622;

Nov. 8, 517. Blunt: No 2, 619; No. 6, 579.

Kansas. Governor of.

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 468

Proclamation of 468

Kansas. Militia of, called out. and martial law declared in 470

Kansas State Militia.

Orders, General, series 1864 Deitzler : Oct. 9, 461).

Kansas Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries: 2 d, 482, 572. 596, 597. 619; 3d, 24; Zesch s Mi
litia, 532.

Cavalry Companies : Wilson s Scouts, 596, 599. Regiments : 2d, 496, 498-

500, 558-560. 604, 605, 767, 769-773. 776. 785
; 5th, 69, 221, 572, 591, 592, 594.

619,754,755,855,1003; 6th, 13,23-26, 29, 31, 767, 769, 773; 7th, 310, 344,

371, 372, 388, 983, 1001
; 9th, 14, 24, 862-865, 976. 991

; llth, 189, 233-235,

245, 265, 266, 465, 472, 476, 477, 482, 483, 489, 524. 537, 543, 572, 574, 575, 591-

594, 607, 619
; 14th, 572. 579, 581, 591, 596, 599, 767, 769, 773

; 15th, 465, 476,

477, 482, 483, 487-190. 508, 509, 524-526, 528, 537, 544. 566, 567, 572, 577, 581-

583. 586, 589, 596, 598, 609, 616, 619, 620, 774-776
; 16th, 465, 476, 477, 480, 482,

483,487,488,509,524-526,528,537,544,572-575, 589, 591, 592, 596, 598,607-

610, 612, 616, 619.
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Kansas Troops. Mentioned Continued.

Infantry Battalions : Bourbon County Militia, 482, 596-599. fiegiments :

1st, 619; 1st (Colored ), 771, 772; 1st Militia, 543, 614; 2d Militia, 614:

3d Militia, 614
;
4th Militia, 481. 482, 584, 597, 600, 607, 614; 5th Militia,

482, 487, 572, 576. 578. 596. 598, 615, 617-C19, 621
;
6th Militia, 482, 487, 572,

576, 578, 597-599. 615. 617. 619-621
;
7th Militia, 532

;
9th Militia, 532, 533

;

10th Militia, 482. 187. 572, 576. 578, 597. 615-619, 621
; llth Militia. 579,

594; 12th Militia. 4^. 488. 489, 536. 571. 579. 5M, 594, 607-609, 611, 615;

13th Militia, 483. 537, 593, 614. 779
;
14th Militia. 189, 266. 614

;
15th

Militia. 189
;
17th Militia. 465, 815

;
18th Militia. 571 ; 19th Militia, 480,

482,487,490,576, 579,581, 597-599.607.615; 20th Militia. 537,614; 21st

Militia, 483, 566, 567, 614, 616.

Karberg, Peter. Mentioned 296

Karge, Joseph. Mentioned 327, 328

Kate Hart, Steamer. Mentioned 284, 298, 989

Kauffman. Albert B.

Mentioned 226

Keport of expedition from Devall s l&amp;gt;lntf toward Clarendon, Ark., Oct.

16-17, 1864 889

Keesecker. Charles. Mentioned 884

Kehoe, Miles. Keport of skirmish at Beuton, Ark., Aug. 18, 1864 265

Keimead, . Mentioned 551

Kellar, Isaac W. Mentioned 410

Kellermann, F. Report of attack on Webster, Washington County, Mo.,

July 19, 18(54 87

Kelley, Samuel J. Mentioned 838

Kelley, Samuel R.

Mentioned 924

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 457

Kelliug, Henry. Mentioned _ 44

Kellman, George D. O. Mentioned 326

Kelly, Captain. , Mentioned 920

Kelly, George W.
Mentioned 200, 254, 256, 350, 353, 354, 799

Reports of

La Fayette. Saline, and Howard Comities, Mo. Operations in, Aug.
13-22. 1864. with skirmishes 257

Pisgah, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864 761

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-1 )ec. 2. 1864 363

Kelly, John H. Report of expedition from Morgan/a to anil beyond Morgan s

Ferry, La., Dec. 13-14, 1864 988

Kelso, John R. Mentioned 196, 198, 738

Kelton, JohnC. Mentioned 962

Kempinsky, Abraham. Mentioned 130

Kendall, William H. Mentioned 775

KendaTs Grist-Mill, Ark. Affair at, Sept. 3, 18(54. See ffltite River, Ark.

Expedition from Helena up, Aug. ZJ-Xept. 3, lS64,ctc.

Kennedy, Captain. Mentioned 530

Kennedy, Judson J.

Mentioned 950

Report of engagement with Indians ou Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 954

Kenney, Patrick S . Mentioned i 353

Kent s Landing, Ark. Expedition iioui Helena l&amp;lt;&amp;gt;. Aug. 11-13, 1864. Report
of Eli Rauisev .. 241
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Kenyon, Allan C. Mentioned 237

Kerber, Charles. Report of scout on the Fort Union road, near Fort Gar! and,

Colo. Ter., Aug. 12-16, 1864 248

Kerr, George W. Mentioned 685, 689, 691

Kerr, John T. Mentioned 364,760,761

Kessinger, William, Report of skirmish near Lexington, Mo., Sept. 18,1864. 812

Ketner, James. Mentioned 508, 509, 516, 520, 528, 544, 553. 558, 578, 610-612

Keytesville, Mo.
Expedition from Brookiield to. See Brunswick, EeytesriUe, and Salisbury,

Mo. Expedition from Brookfteld to, Nov. 16-23, 18H4.

Skirmish near, July 30, 1864. See Chariton County, Mo. tfcoitt in, July

27-30, 1S64, etc.

Surrender of, Sept. 20. 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug.29-Dec.

2, 1SG4. Eeportsof Fink, p. 415; Hyites, p. 424. See also Mobrrly
to Fisk, p. 426; OH-CII to Fink, p. 428; statement of Plei/er, p. 428.

Killed and Wounded. See Confederate Troops and I nion Troops. Casualties.

Returns of

Killetren, Dr. Mentioned 975

Kimball, Captain. Mentioned 406

King, . Mentioned 384

King, Captain. (Louisiana.) Mentioned 891,926,927

King, Captain. (Missouri.) Mentioned 674

King, Austin A., jr.

Correspondence with Clinton li. Fisk 760

Mentioned 4 16, 417, 423, 440, 759

Report of skirmish near Roanoke, Mo., Sept. 10, 1864 760

King, George R. Mentioned 269,398

King, John. Mentioned 196

King, John. (Guerrilla.) Mentioned 992

King, John N. Mentioned 846

King, Patrick B. Mentioned 729

Kingsbury, Ezra W.
Mentioned 490. 495, 521, 533; 534, 545, 580, 611

Reports of

Gunter s Mills, Mo. Scout to, on Independence Road, Aug. 1-3, 1864.. 188

La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug.

13-22, 1864, with skirmishes 258

Kinney, Thomas J. Mentioned 321, 904

Kinsey, William B. Mentioned 805

Kirby, William A. Mentioned 457

Kirkham. Oscar. Mentioned 437

Kitchen, Solomon G. Mentioned 431, 453. 627, 634, 641, 696

Kittredge, William T.

Mentioned 393

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-l)ec. 2, 1864 397

Knapp, Ebenezer.
Mentioned 365, 670

Report of operations in Randolph County, Mo., July 23-24, 1864, with

skirmishes at Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th) 125

Knapp, John. Mentioned 464

Knight, John P. Mentioned 862

Knispel, Charles P. Mentioned 328, 333

KnockKnee. (Indian.) Mentioned 912,948,950

Kuowles, Daniel C. Mentioned 596
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Kock, F. Mentioned 920

Koenig, Henry. Mentioned 366

Koontze, Dewitt C. Mentioned &quot;. 10

Kretzinger, William O. Mentioned 20

Kuhn, William E. Mentioned 276

Kutzner, Edward A.

Mentioned 761

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. L&quot;J-l)ec. 2, 1864 442, 443

Kyler, Orrison J. Mentioned 754, 755

Labadieville, La. Affair at, Sept. 8, 1864. See Grand Lake, Grand Iticer,

etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11, 1S64, etc.

Lacey, John F. For correspondence as A. A. G.. see Frederick Stecle.

La Fayette County, Mo.
Operations in, Aug. 22-30. 1864. Report of Melville U. Foster 271

Scout from Independence into, Aug. 7-8, 1864. Report of Thomas Moses,

jr 232

Scout in. Sept. 20-25. 1864, with skirmish (23d) on the Arrow Rock Road.

Report of Thomas T. Critteuden 813

La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo. Operations in, July 20-31, 1864,

with skirmishes. Report of Frank Barkley 88

La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 13-

22, 1864, with skirmishes. Reports of

Kelly, George W 257

Kiugsbury, Ezra \V 258

t La/ear, Bazel F 256

Pleasonton, Alfred 254, 255

Laiboldt . Bernard. Mentioned 316

Laing, John M. Mentioned 477, 483, 484, 566, 567, 583, 616

Lake Fausse Fointe, La.

Expedition to. See Grand Lake, (Irand Hirer, etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-

11, 1864, etc.

Skirmish at, Nov. 18, 1864. See Bayou, Portage, La. Expedition from
Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19. 18G4, etc.

Lake Natchez, La.

Expedition from Paincourtville to, Aug. 15-21, 1864, with skirmish on

Grand River. i

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman 260

Report of Ilasbronck Davis 260

Expedition to. See Grand Lake, Grand Hirer, etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-

11, 1S64, etc.

Lake Springs, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 1, 1864 303

Lamb s Plantation, Ark. Skirmish at, near Helena, Aug. 1, 1864. See East

ern Arkaimas. Operations in, Any. 1-5, 1864, etc.

Lambert, Ernest. Mentioned 931, 932

Lambert, John. Mentioned 86

Land, John. Mentioned , 65

Lane, James H.
Mentioned .- 471,

473, 475, 478, 484, 491, 495, 496, 501-503, 520, 525. 526, 528, 548, 579, 633, 646

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug, 29-Dec. 2, 1864 567

Lane, Walter F. Mentioned 754, 857, 858

Langhorne, Maurice M. Mentioned 288, 660-662

Langston, William W. Mentioned 977

Lankford, Ellas. Mentioned 409
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Lamed, Fort. See Fort Lamed.
Larsu. Napoleon B. Mentioned 840

Latimer, Mulford M. Mentioned 222, 227

Lauderdale, Major. Mentioned 917

Laurant, Clement G
Mentioned 373, 374

Report of scout in Texas County, Mo., Sept. 14-21, 1864. with skirmish

(18th) at Thomasville 800

Lawler, Michael K.
Mentioned 805. 807, 935, 936

Reports of

Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from Morganza to, Oct. 3-6, 1864, and
skirmishes 879

Morgan s Ferry, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864, and on the Atchafa-

laya River 289

Morganza, La.

Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-25, 1864, with skirmishes at

Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at

Bayou Alabama and Morgan s Ferry (20th) 803, 804

Scouts from, Aug. 10-12, 1864, with skirmishes 236

Skirmish near, on the Morgan s Ferry Road, July 28, 1864. 179

Lawrence, R. J. Mentioned 229

Lawther, Robert R.

Mentioned 437, 634, 641, 679, 682

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 698

Laynesport, Ark. Price s command reaches, Dec. 2, 1864 304

Lazear, Bazel F.

Mentioned 524-256. 350-353

Reports of

Jackson County, Mo. Operations on the Texas Prairie in, Aug. 25-30,

1864 293

La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug.

13-22, 1864, with skirmishes 256

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 360

Saline County, Mo. Scout in, Aug. 6-9, 1864, with skirmishes (7th) at

Arrow Rock 219

Warrensburg, Mo. Affair near, on tho Warrcnsburg road, Sept. 9,

1864 753

Lea, Thomas H. Mentioned 662,670

Leabo, Daniel. Men ioned 60

Leamice, B. F. Mentioned 990

Learning, Rush G. Mentioned 338, 342

Learnard, Oscar E. Mentioned 525

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see George W. Jh itzler.

Leasburg, or Harrison, Mo. Skirmishes at, Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 1864. See Price s

Missouri Expedition, Aug. 2i&amp;gt;-l)eu. 2, 1SG4. Reports of

Bui-bridge, John Q. Greene, Coltou. Roseerans, William S.

Campbell, William J. Montgomery, William &amp;lt;J. F, Shelby, Joseph O.

Ewing, Thomas, jr.

Lebanon, Mo. Skirmish near, XOA-. 1, 1864. Report of D. A. W. Morehouse. 896

Ledergerber, Frederick T. Mentioned 310

Ledger, Henry P. Mentioned 767, 769. 774, 775

Ledge-wood, James. Mentioned 776
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Ledwick, Thomas. Report of expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya
River, La., Dec. 16-19, 1864 .................................. .. 996

Lee,- . Mentioned .................................................... 294

Lee, Captain. Mentioned .................................................. 893

Lee, Albert L.

Correspondence with John W. Davidson ................................. 883

Itinerary. Expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1864, with skirmishes

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite River .................. 276

Mentioned ................................................. 87, 274-276, 279, 880

Reports of expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka,
and Camp Moore, La., Oct. 5-9, 1864 ........................... 881

Lee, James F. Mentioned ................................................. 459

Lee, Robert E. Mentioned ................................................ 30

Lee, Stephen D.

Correspondence with

Bragg, Braxton ..................................................... 90

Gober, Daniel ...................................................... 89, 117

Liddell, St. John R .................................................. 90

Polignac, Camille J ................................................. 90

Sco t, John S ................................................. .. ..... 89

Smith, E. Kirby .................................................... 89-91

Taylor, Richard .................................... . ................ 90

Walker, John G ..................................................... 89, 90

Mentioned ........................................... 89, 93, 99, 101, 102, 104, 116

Lee, William F. Mentioned ........................... . ................... 459

Leeds, P. B. Mentioned ................................................... 701

Leeper, William T. Mentioned .......................................... 452, 652

Left-Hand. (Indian.) Mentioned ................................... 912,949,966

Le Geef,- . Mentioned ................. ............................... 892

Letter, John B. Mentioned ---- 1 ........ % ............. ..................... 736

Lembke, James F. Mentioned .................................... 13,16-19,22,23

Lemons, Captain. Mentioned .............................................. 678

Lennox. Thomas. Mentioned .............................................. 734

Lent, William H. Mentioned ........................... 867, 868. 870, 871, 873, 875

Leonard, Ezra.

Mentioned ............................................................ 199,746

Report of expeditions to Grand Lake. Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe,

Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., Sept. 7-11. 1864, with

affair (8th) at Labadieville .................................. 750, 751

Leonard, Reeves.
Mentioned ............................. 10, 263, 300, 383, 416, 417, 432, 440, 740, 745

Reports of skirmishes near Fayette, Mo.

July 1, 1864 ......................................................... 10

Aug. 3, 1864 ......................................................... 200

Levy, William M.
Correspondence with State Department, C. S ............................ 120

Mentioned ...................................................... 92. 96, 104. 106

Lewis, Charles J. Mentioned .............................................. 670

Lewis, Hiram J. Mentioned ............................................... 892

Lewis. John W. Report of expedition from Pine Bluff toward Monticello,

Ark., Sept. 9-11, 1864. with skirmishes near Monticello (10th) and

at Brewer s Lane (llth) ....................................... 756

Lewisburg, Ark.

Expedition to Fort Smith from. See Fort Smith, Ark. Expedition from Lew

isburg to, Nov. 5-23, 1864, etc.
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Lewisburg, Ark. Continued.

Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 6-8, 1864, with skirmishes atNorristown

(6th) and near Glass Village (8th). Reports of Abraham H.

Ryan 743,744
Scout to Xorristown and Russellville from. See Norristmcn and Russellville,

Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to, Sept. 9-12, 1864, etc.

Skirmish at, Dec. 6, 1864 9

Skirmish near. Dec. 5. 1864 9

Lexington, Mo.
Action at. Oct. 19, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1S64. lieports of

Beveridge, John L. Jenuison. Charles R. Phelps, John E.

Blunt, James G. Lane, James H. Price, Sterling.

Chariot, Chapman S. McKcnny, Thomas I. Rosecrans, William S.

Curtis, Samuel R. McNeil, John. Sanborn, John B.

Eppstein, Joseph A. Montgomery. William C. F. Shelby, Joseph O.

Ford, James H. Moonlight, Thomas. Thompson, M.Jeff.

Skirmishes near.

Sept. 18, 1864. Reports of

Brown, Egbert B 812

Kessiuger, William 812

Oct. 17, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864.

Reports of

Curtis, Samuel R. Montgomery, William C. F. Shelby, Joseph O.

Lane, James H. Rosecrans, William S.

Liberty, Mo. Skirmish near, July 23, 1864. Sec Western Missouri. Operations

in, July 6-30, 18G4. Rt-port of I- ord, p. 51.

Licking, Texas County, Mo.

Expedition from Rolla to, Nov. 5-9, 1864, with skirmish (9th) near Licking.

Report of Ephraim L. Webb 907

Skirmish near, Nov. 9, 1864. See Lifkitty, Texas County, Mo. Expedition

from Rolla to, Nov. 5-9, 1804, etc.

Liddell, Bayou. See Bayou Liddell.

Liddell. St. John R.

Correspondence with

Hart, Simeon 99

Lee, Stephen D 90

Maury, Dabuey H 99

Mentioned 103-105, 114

Lightfoot, Captain . Mentioned 12

Lincoln, Abraham. Mentioned 116, 149, 151

Lincoln, Fort. See Fort Lincoln.

Lmdley, Mo. Affair at, in Grundy County, July 15, 1864. Report of Reziu

A. DeBolt 71

Lindsay, James. Mentioned 452

Lindsay, John. Mentioned 194

Lindsay, Robert L. Mentioned 451, 452

Lineback, William T. Mentioned 79

Linuell, Marshall H. Mentioned 955

Litherland, Eben C. Mentioned 284

Little, Joseph H. Mentioned 353

Little Black River, Mo. Skirmish on. See Ponder1
a Mill, Little Black River,

Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 20, 1S64.
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Little Blue, Mo.

Action at the, Oct. 21, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.

2, 1864. Reports of

Blunt, James G. Hunt, Robert H. Montgomery. William C. F.

Cliarlot, Chapman S. Jackman. Sidney D. Moonlight, Thomas.
Clark. John B...jr. Jennison, Charles R. Pleason ton, Alfred.

Curtis, Samuel R. Lane, James H. Price, Sterling.
Davies. J. F. Lawther, Robert R. Rosecrans, William S.

Ford, James H. McKenny. Thomas I. Shelby. Joseph O.

Greene, Colton. Meeker. Edward I. Thompson, M. Jeff.

Scouts on. See Jackson County, Mo. Scouts in, Sept. 2-10, 1864, etc.

Little Blue, Jackson County, Western Missouri. Skirmish near the, July
6, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1S64.

Reports of Brown, p. 49; Ford, p. 52.

Little Missouri River. Action on the. Aug. 8-9, 1864. See Sioux Indians in

Dakota Territory. Expedition against, July 25-Oct. S, 1864. All

reports pertaining thereto.

Little Mountain. (Indian.) Mentioned 942

Little Osage River, or Mine Creek, Kans. Engagement on, Oct. 25, 1864.

See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Benteen, Frederick W. Gravely, Joneph J. Mitchell, William B.

Beveridge, John L. Greene. Colton. Montgomery, &quot;William C. F.

Blair, Charles W. Hopkins, Henry. Phelps, John E.

Blunt, James G. Hunt, RobertH. Philips, John F.

Burbridge, John Q. Jackman, Sidney D. Pierce, Abial R.

Catherwood. Edwin C. Jones, Benjamin S. Pleasonton, Alfred.

Clark, John B...jr. Kelly, George W. Plumb, William.

Cloud, William F. Lane, James H. Price, Sterling.

Curtis, Samuel R. Lazear, Bazel F. Rosecrans, William S.

Curtis. Samuel S. Lawther, Robert R. Sanborn, John B.

Davies, J.F. McKenny, Thomas I. Shelby, Joseph O.

Fishback. William H.M. McMahan, Johu F. Weed, Theodore J.

Little Raven. (Indian.) Mentioned 912,948,949,951,952
Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to. Aug. 6-16, 1864, with

skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at Hatch s

Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th).

Communication from Eugene A. Carr 225

Itinerary. Washington F. Geiger 229

Reports of

Dwight, James F 224

Shelby, Joseph O 229

Steele, Frederick 221

West, Joseph R 221-223

Little River, New Madrid County, Mo. Skirmish on, Dec. 18, 1864. Report
of John B. Rogers 997

Little Rock, Ark.

Expedition to Fort Smith from. See Fort Smith, Ark. Expedition from
Little Rock to, Sept. 25-Oc.t. 13, 1864, etc.

Expedition to Little Red River from. See Little Red River, Ark. Expedi
tion from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16, 1864, etc.

Scouts to Benton from. See Benton, Ark. Scout from Little Rock to, Sept.

6-7, 1864. See also Benton, Ark. Scoutfrom Little Rock to. Nov.

27-30, 1864.

Scout to Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, from. See Searcy, Fairview, and

Augusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little Rock and Devall s Bluff to,

Aug. 21 -Sept. 6, 1S64.
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Little Rock, Ark. Continued.

Skirmishes near.

July 10, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. Report of

Steele, p. 11.

July 19,1864, on the Bentou road. Report of Thomas G. Black ..... 87

Sept. 2, 1864, at the Tannery. Report of Thomas J. Mitchell ......... 736

Livingston, Captain. Mentioned ........................................ 738

Livingston, Robert R.

Correspondence with William Reynolds ................................. 837

Itinerary of operations against Indians in Nebraska, Dec. 1-31, 1864, with

skirmish (8th) near Plum Creek ............................... 980

Mentioned ........................................................ 244,246,838

Reports of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29-

Nov. 30, 1864 ................................................ 825, 833

Livingston. Thomas R. Mentioned ........................................ 67

Logan, John L. Mentioned .......................... 737,853,859,860,864,898-900

Logan, Thomas.

Itinerary. Operations in the vicinity of Baton Rouge, La., July 3-25, 1864,

with skirmish near Benton s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).. 41

Mentioned ............................................................ 278, 761

Report of expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manchac,
La.

,
Oct. 2-8, 1864 ............................................. 878

Lone Jack, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 1, 1864. See Johnson County, Mo. Oper
ations i, Sept. 1-9, 1864, etc.

Lonergan, Patrick F. Mentioned .......................................... 452

Longwood, Mo.
Skirmish at, Sept. 13, 1864. Report of Egbert B. Brown ........ *........ 799

Skirmish near, Sept. 22, 1864. Report of Egbert B. Brown ................ 816

Looscan, Michael. Mentioned ........................................ 32,790,791

Lorring, Joshua. Mentioned ............................................... 355

Losses in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Casualties. Re

turns of.

Louderback, David H.

Mentioned ............................................................ 968, 972

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John M.

Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo.

Ter., Nov. 29, 1864 ............................................. 972

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light Batteries : Benton s, 100; Boone s, 100, 181, 182; Saint

Mary s Cannoneers, 100.

Cavalry Regiments : 4th, 182.

Infantry Regiments : 1st, 4th, 749; 18th, 748; 26th, 28th, 928; Crescent,

100.

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavalry Regiments: 1st, 277. 289, 806
;
2d. 277.

Infantry Regiments : 1st. 214.

Loveall.- . Mentioned ................................................ 269

Lowe, Sandy. Mentioned ................................... 483, 519, 566, 567, 616

Lowry, Lieutenant. Mentioned ............................................ 293

Lowry, Mrs. Mentioned........................... ........................ 293

Lucas, Ebenezer W. Mentioned .......................................... 775

Lucas, George &quot;W. Mentioned ............................................. 12

Luckett, Philip N. Mentioned .............. 701. 702, 705, 710, 714, 718, 720, 721, 726

Ludwig, Charles D. Report of scout from Fulton. Mo., July 25-26, 1864 ---- 130

Luke, Battice. Mentioned. . ............................ 929-931
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Luke. Raymond. Mentioned 928. 929, 931, 932

Lusby ,
Robert. Mentioned 211

Lusk, William H. Mentioned 332,333

Lusta. M. Mentioned 173

Lyles. Oliver P. Mentioned 627, 641

Lyon, Fort. See Fort Lijon.

McAdoo, Foster J. Mentioned 227,228

McAffee. Josiah B. Mentioned 471

McAnnelly, L. H. Mentioned 936

McArthur, John.

Itinerary. Transfer of 1st and 3d Divisions, 16th Army Corps, from Mis

souri to Tennessee, Nov. 1-30, 1864 903

Mentioned 903

McCabe, Francis.

Mentioned 201

Reports of

Fort Simmer, N. Mex. Scouts from. Aug. 3-Nov. 4, 1864, with skirmish

(Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains 202, 205

Sacramento Mountains, N. Mex. Scout in, Oct. 13-21, 1864 t . . 886

McCahey ,
. Mentioned 855

McCain, William D. Mentioned 481,482,519,597
McCaleb. Jesse. Mentioned 694

McCaimon . John. Mentioned 956, 958

McCartney, Joseph S.

Mentioned J 976

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-30, 1864 900

McClanahan, Perry D. Mentioned 751, 752, 924, 925

McCleave, William. Mentioned 46, 125, 940-942

McCloskey, James. Mentioned 92, 96

McClure, T. J. Mentioned 670

McComas Captain. Mentioned 274

McComas. S. C. Mentioned 302

McCormick, James R. Mentioned 452

McCoy, A. C. Mentioned 288,635,651,655,657,662

McCoy, James A. Mentioned 200

McCray, Thomas H. Mentioned . . 27, 28. 75, 191, 192, 221-224, 226, 227, 288, 301, 624,

627, 636, 639-641, 643, 647, 648, 650, 651, 703, 906, 916, 919, 921, 935, 977, 990

McCullough, B. F. Mentioned 62

McCullough, George W. Mentioned 62

McCurtain. Jackson. Mentioned 31-34, 780, 781

McDaniel, Washington. Mentioned 28, 288, 650, 655, 662, 663, 671, 935

McDermott, John. Mentioned . &quot;. 316, 354

McDonald, Francis A. Mentioned 838

McDonald. Orlando G. Mentioned 61

McDougal, John. Mentioned 776

McDowell [?], . Mentioned 983

McDowell, W. S. Mentioned 478

McFaden, James W. Mentioned 433, 441

McFarland, Robert. Mentioned 958

McFeely, Aaron. Reports of expedition to Natchez Bayou, La., Aug. 30-

Sept. 2, 1864, with skirmish (Sept. 1) near Gentilly s Plantation. 730, 732

McFerran, James.
Mentioned 51, 55, 337, 354-356, 362

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 358
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McGee, George A. Mentioned 409

McGhee, James. Mentioned 586, 641

McGhee, William. Mentioned 980

McGill, Colonel. Mentioned 71

McGinnis, Addison R. Mentioned 834, 840

McGuire, John W. Mentioned 688, 689

McGuire, Philip. Mentioned 798

McGuire, Samuel W. Mentioned 292

Mcllhaney, James. Mentioned 670

Mcllwrath, William. Mentioned 72

Mclntosh, D. N. Mentioned 783

McKelvey, P. Beekman. Mentioned i 92, 96

McKeuny, Thomas I.

Mentioned 372. 478, 479, 482, 489, 491, 493-496,

498, 501-503, 505-507, 509, 510, 520, 525, 526, 528, 535, 556, 579, 587, 604, 606

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 536

Mackey, T. J.

Mentioned 702, 706, 708, 710, 714, 716

Testimony of. Price Court of Inquiry 702-707, 709-718

McKiuley, Mrs. Mentioned 857

McKiiiney, J. Mentioned 561

McKiiisey, James. Mentioned 230

Mackle, Joseph. Mentioned 521, 588, 590

Mackliud, Thomas H. Mentioned 346

McKown, Isaac. Mentioned 251

McLain, William D. Mentioned 489, 508, 520, 524, 578, 586, 611

McLaren. Robert N.

Mentioned 38, 142, 143, 166

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 172

McLarty ,
Samuel. Mentioned 170

Maclay, Robert P. Mentioned 112

Maclean, Lauchlan A. Mentioned 309,642,712,713

McLeod & Co. Mentioned 985

McMahan, John F.

Mentioned 387, 405, 414

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 407

McMillan, William F. Mentioned - 590

McMillen, William L. Mentioned 903

McMurter [?], . Mentioned 865

McNair. Evander. Mentioned 701,702.705,710,714.718,720,721,726

McNamara, James. Mentioned 854

McNeil, John.

Mentioned 308, 311-314, 316, 318,

336-338, 340-342, 344, 345, 349, 371, 372, 374, 377, 379, 381-384, 38, 394-396.

405, 419, 420, 450, 451, 460, 467, 489, 490, 495, 496, 499-511, 514, 516, 519. 527,

528, 533-535, 538-541, 546, 557, 565, 569, 576, 577, 605, 621, 624, 631-633. 646

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 371,373,375

Steelville, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 31, 1864 734

McNutt, John. Mentioned 522

McVeigh, . Mentioned 78-80

Macon, Bayou. See Hayon Macon.

Madigaii, John. Mentioned 329
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Page.

Madison, John W. Mentioned 864

Magoffin. Major. Mentioned 237

Magoffin, Beriah H. Mentioned 237

Magruder, John B. Mentioned 113,

114. 280. 398, 399. 639, 644, 648, 756, 797, 852, 866, 900

Mahoney, James. Mentioned 776

Mainmick. (Indian.) Mentioned 969

Major, James P. Mentioned 104, 106. 118, 866

Major. L. M. Mentioned 670

Majors, Major. Mentioned 978

Majors, Thomas J.

Mentioned 826. 829, 833-836, 841, 842, 844, 941, 942

Reports of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29-

Xov. 30, 1864 838, 839

Maley, John. Mentioned 817

Malone, Francis M. Mentioned 371

Manchac Bayou. See Bayou Manchac.

Manion. Thomas M. Mentioned 958

Manlove, . Mentioned 522

Mann, Ambrose D. Mentioned 309

Mann, James. Mentioned 82-84

Manning, Elbridge G. Mentioned 373, 374

Maps and Sketches. See Sketches.

Marais des Cygnes, Kans. Engagement at the, Oct. 25, 1864. See Price s

Missouri Expedition, Aufj. 29-Dec. J, JS64. Reports of

Blair. Charles W. Hunt. Robert H. Phelps, John E.

Chariot, Chapman S. Kelly, George W. Philips. John F.

Cloud. William F. Lazear, Bazel F. Pleasonton. Alfred.

Curtis. Samuel R. MrKenny, Thomas I. Plumb, William.

Curtis, SamuelS. McMahan. John F. Rosecrans. William S.

Eppstein. Joseph A. Mitchell. William B. Sanborn. John B.

Fishback. William H. M. Montgomery. William C. F. Weed, Theodore J.

Gravely, Joseph J.

Marchbank, William. Mentioned 678

Marchbanks, Captain. Mentioned 188

Marcy, John B. Mentioned 462

Maries County. Mo. Scout in. See Phelps find Maries Counties, Mo. Scout

in, July 30-Aug. 1. 1SG4.

Maringouin. Bayou. See Bayou Marinaoinn.

Marmaduke, John S. Mentioned 75. 110. 240. 241. 280, 301. 309. 313, 319,

333. 335. 337. 338, 341. 352. 354. 358. 396. 404. 431. 448, 449, 455, 496, 498, 500,

501. 526, 527, 5134. 539. 557, 570. 603, 604. 623-637, 639, 641-646, 653, 657-659,

666, 678. 680-685, 687-692, 698. 700. 703-705, 707-711, 714, 719, 725. 728, 858

Marmiton, or battle of Chariot, Mo. Engagement at the, Oct. 25, 1864. See

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1S64. Reports of

Bentgen, Frederick W. Hopkins, Henry. McNeil, John.

Blunt, James G. Houston. George M. Pleasonton, Alfred.

Chariot, Chapman S. Hunt, Robert H. Price, Sterling.

Curtis. Samuel R. Lane. James H. Rosecrans, William S.

Curtis. Samuel S* McKenny, Thomas I. Shelby, Joseph O.

See also Curtis to Halleck, p. 504.

Marmora, Steamer. Mentioned 890

Marr, . Mentioned 456

Marr, Daniel V. Mentioned 177. 242, 271. 735, 736

Marr, James. Mentioned
r .-.-.- 456

69 R K VOL XLI, PT I
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Marsen, William. Mentioned 757

Marsh, Benjamin F., jr. Mentioned 881, 882

Marsh, Calvin W. Mentioned 347

Marsh, Canfield J. Mentioned 144

Marston, B. W. Mentioned 33, 35, 36

Martin, . (Contractor.) Mentioned 776

Martin, . (Scout.) Mentioned 397

Martin, E. M. Mentioned 195

Martin, J. M. Mentioned 130

Martin, John. Mentioned 45-47

Martin, John C. Mentioned 184

Martin, John W. Mentioned 58

Martin, L. M. Mentioned 61

Martin, William A. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Christopher C.

Andrews.

Marvin, William. Mentioned 260

Mason, Alexander H. Mentioned 92, 95, 100, 101, 104

Mason, Daniel W. Mentioned 12, 743

Mason, James M. Mentioned _ 309

Mason, Oliver P. Mentioned 827, 832

Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : 2d (B), 810,988.

Infantry Regiments: 31st, 991-993.

Massard Prairie, near Fort Smith, Ark. Action at. July 27, 1864. See

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. Report* of

Cooper, Douglas H. Morehead, Jacob. Steele, Frederick.

Maxey, Samuel B. Thayer, John M.

Massey, John O. Mentioned 880

Mathews, . Mentioned 808

Matlack. Lucius C. Mentioned 379

Matthews, Henry M. Mentioned 371, 372, 376, 415, 416, 432, 433

Matthews, Oliver.

Correspondence with William H. Newhall 214

Mentioned 218

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Thomas W. Sherman.

Matthews, W. G. Mentioned 791

Mattocks, Eli. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 325

Mattson, Hans. Report of expedition up the White River from Devall s

Bluff^ Ark., Dec. 13-15, 1864 989

Maupin, Amos W. Mentioned 451, 452

Maupin, James. Mentioned 253

Maury, Dabney H.

Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell 99

Mentioned 103. 104,106

Maxey. Samuel B.

Congratulatory Orders.

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864 30
Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in the. Sept. 11-25, 1864, with

actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin
Creek and Pryor s Creek ( 19th) 793

Correspondence with

Oliver, Lindsey H 778

Watie, Stand 279

Mentioned 24,30,114,270,625,647,782,783,793
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Page.
Maxey, Samuel B. Continued.

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31. 1864 29, 30

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in. Sept. 11-25, 1864, -with

actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin
Creek and Pryors Creek ( 19th) 777-780

Guuter s Prairie, lud. Ter. Skirmish on, Aug. 24, 1864 279

Maxwell. James. Mentioned 854

May, A. H. Mentioned 92, 96, 104

May, Hattie, Steamer. Mentioned 421

Mayeld, Hiram. Mentioned 195

Maynard. Henry H. Mentioned 343, 393

Maynard, Joseph S. Mentioned 232

Mayo, John E. Mentioned 230, 430, 435-437, 439. 530

Mayrant, W. N. Mentioned 789-791

Maysville, Ark. Skirmish near, July 20, 1864. See Southwest Missouri. Oper
ation* in, full/ 18-23, !S&amp;lt;t4,

etc.

Meager, Robert M. Mentioned 381

Mears, James R. Mentioned 272

Meatyard, Thomas C. Mentioned 19

Medicine Bull. (Indian.) Mentioned 150

Meeker, Edwin L
Mentioned 484, 491, 520, 526. 565

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 561, 563

Meem, John G.. jr. For correspondence as A. D. C., see E. Kirby Smith.

Mefford, David. Mentioned 13, 23-25, 29, 32

Melcher, Samuel H.
Mentioned 338, 342

Report of attack on Clinton. Mo.. Oct. 25, 1864 892

Melton, James A.

Mentioned 396, 514

Report of expedition from. Springfield. Mo., to Fort Smith, Ark., Nov. 5-16,

1864, with skirmishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark 910

Memphis, Teiin. Expedition from, to destroy Mobile and Ohio Railroad. See

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to de

stroy, -Dec. -21, 1864-Jan. .7, 1S65, etc.

Mentzer, John M. Mentioned 471

Meredith. John D. Report of operations in Monroe and Rails Counties, Mo.,

Sept. 11-16. 1864 761

Meredith. William. Mentioned 254, 256, 362, 753

Merriam. Jonathan. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1864 324

Merrick, John. Mentioned 406

Merrill, Lewis. Mentioned 310

Mettge, August. Mentioned.. 955

Meyers. George F. Mentioned 462-464

Michigan Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy Regiments : 1st,* 88.

Cavalry Regiments : 3d, 213. 222. 223, 226, 227, 976, 978, 979, 1001.

Infantry Regiments : 12th, 284, 298, 753. 862, 889, 906.

Mickey, P. B. Mentioned 271

Miles, Isaac J. Mentioned 268

Milhoan, Thomas E. Mentioned 521, 579

* Also calleil 6th Michigan.
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Military Complications. See Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory. Expedition

against, July 25-Oct. 8, 1S64. Reports of Pope, p. 131
; Sully, p. 151.

Milks, Henry B. Mentioned .................... .......................... 452

Miller, Alfred. Mentioned ................................................. 752

Miller, Benton. Mentioned ................................................ 257

Miller, George W. Mentioned ............................................ 543

Miller, J. C. Mentioned ................... . ............................... 978

Miller, Jesse S.

Mentioned .............................................................. 926

Reports of

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19,

1864, with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe .............. 926

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition from Napoleonville

to, Sept. 26-30, 1864 ............................................ 822

Miller, John O. Mentioned .............................................. 772, 776

Miller, Madison.
Mentioned .................................................... 310, 318, 462, 464

Report of scout in Saint Francois County, Mo., Oct. 9. 1864, with skir

mishes ........................................................ 883

Miller, Stephen. Mentioned ............................................... 38

Miller, Steamer. Capture of, Aug. 17, 1864, on the Arkansas River, near Pine

Bluff, Ark. Report of Stephen R. Harrington .................. 264

Miller s Station, Mo. Affair at. Oct. 3, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1S64. Ueports of Price, p. 630; Clark, p. 680.

Milliman, Jacob. Mentioned .............................................. 776

Millington, Augustus O. Mentioned ...................................... 743

Mills, Alexander D. Mentioned .......................................... 864

Mills, Seth. Mentioned ................................................... 671

Millsaps, Jessee. Mentioned .............................................. 918

Milton, &quot;William. Mentioned .............................................. 859

Mindeii. Henning von. Mentioned ........................................ 144

Mine Creek, Kans. Engagement on. See Little Osage Birer, or Mine Creek,

Kans. Engagement on, Oct. 25, 1864.

Miner, Nelson.

Mentioned ............................................................ 142, 172

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct.8, 1864 .................................................... 162

Miner, Stephen H. Mentioned ............................................ 173

Mineral Point, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 27. 1864 ............................. 303

Minhart, J. Henry. Mentioned ............................................ 31

Minnesota. District of. Operations against Indians in. See Indians in Dis

trict of Minnesota. Operations against, July 1-Oct. 1, 1864.

Minnesota Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : 3d, 37, 38, 40, 142, 143, 145. 146, 157, 165-167, 170-

172.

Cavalry Battalions: Brackett s. 135, 142-144, 146, 148, 152, 154. 157, 161, 162,

796; Hatch s, 37, 38, 40, 173, 174. Regiments: 2d, 38-40, 135, 142-144, 146,

154, 165-168, 170-173, 796.

Infantry Regiments : 3d, 221 ; 6th, 37-40, 70, 191 ; 7th, 37 ; 8th, 37-39, 135,

142, 143, 154, 157, 160, 162, 165-172. 796; 9th, 10th, 37.

Minton, &quot;William P.

Mentioned ........................................................... 968, 971

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under the command of

John M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand

Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,1864 ................................ 971
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rape,

Missemer, Cyrus J. Mentioned 353, 364

Mississippi County, Mo. Operations in, Nov. 5-6, 1864, with skirmishes at

Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston (6th). Reports of

Killer, Hiram M 906, 907

Rathbuu, Elon G 907

Mississippi River.

Attack on steamer White Cloud on. See White Cloud, Steamer. Attack on,

Aug. 29, 1864, etc.

Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the east hank of the. July 22-

Aug. 22, 1864. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General s Office, C. S. A 117

Bragg, Braxton 90, 108, 109, 118, 119, 121

Buckner, Simon B _ 113, 120

Butler, Thomas 103, 104, 106, 108, 117

Davis, Jefferson 102, 106, 108, 122, 124

Douglas, Henry T 96, 98

Lee, Stephen D 89-91

Levy, William M 120

Maury, Dabney H 99

Smith, E. Kirby 88, 90-96, 99, 100, 103-106, 108-110, 113, 117, 118, 122

State Department, C. S 121

Stevens, William 103

Taylor, Richard 92, 94, 97, 100, 107, 108, 110, 111, 118-121

Walker, John G 106

War Department, C. S 123

Expedition to Buck Island iu, from Helena, Ark. See Buck Island, in the

Mississippi River. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to, July 13-16,

1804;

Missouri, Army of. (Confederate.)

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 21, 663; Oct. 14, 664.

Organization, strength, etc,., Aug. 29, 1864 641, 642

Thompson, M. Jeff., assigned to temporary command of Shelby s Brigade.. 663

Missouri, Department of the. (Union.)

Orders, General, series 1864 : No. 189. 452 ; Nos. 216, 220, 317.

Missouri Expedition, Price s. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.

2, 1864.

Missouri, Southeast. See Southeast Missouri.

Missouri, Southwest. See Southwest Missouri.

Missouri, Western. See Western Missouri.

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light Batteries : Collins 1

, 638, 642, 650, 656, 661, 664. 666, 667, 670,

673,676; Harris , 641, 689-691.

Cavalry Battalions : 1st (Indian Brigade), 13, 24, 75, 193, 197
;
14th ( Wood s),

627, 634, 641, 642, 679, 680. 683, 686, 691, 694
;
Davies , 641, 683, 689, 695-697

;

Schnable s, 642. 671-675, 677, 918, 919; Slayback s, 449, 642,659,664,665,

667,670; Williams , -612, 655, 667, 668, 677. Regiments: 1st (Elliott s),

642,655.665,667.668,670; 2d, 78, 79; 3d (Greene s), 641,678-684, 686-693;
4th (Burbrid&amp;lt;je&amp;gt;H), 641, 643, 678, 680, 682-684, 686, 689, 691-695; 5th, 21

; 5th

( Gordon s), 635, 641, 642, 649, 658, 663, 665-667, 670, 682, 683, 686
;
7th (Kitch

en s), 44, 627, 634, 641, 678, 683, 686, 689, 690, 692, 695-697; 8th (Jeffers ), 454,

628, 641, 678, 680, 683, 686, 689, 692, 695, 698; 10th (Lawther s), 430, 437, 634,

641, 678-683, 686, 689, 690, 692, 698,699; llth (Smith s), 642, 654, 663,667,

670; 12th (Shanks ), 642, 654, 661, 664, 667, 668, 670; 15th (Here?) 641;
Coffee s, 642, 671, 673, 700; Freeman s, 642, 699

;
Fristoe s, 642, 699

; Hun
ter s, 642, 671, 675, 677

;
Jackman s, 221, 223, 642, 657, 671, 672, 674, 675, 677,

919; Perkins , 642,700; Searcy s, 642, 700.
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Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Artillery, Light Regiments : 2d (Batteries}, B, 375, 376, 382, 395, 401, 419,

421; C, 415,418,421,997; H, 318, 325,372, 375, 376, 385, 390-392, 414,446,

447, 450, 458-461
; I, 462 ; L, 313, 319, 385-387, 390, 391, 419.

Cavalry Battalions: 1st Enrolled Militia. 464. Regiments: 1st. 43,44,79,

855, 863-865. 899; 1st State Militia, 88, 219, 220, 255-257, 293, 294. 337,

344, 346, 347, 350-355. 358-363, 385. 753, 814, 973; 2d, 310, 344, 365, 371,

372, 380, 381 ;2d State Militia. 44, 71. 79. 318, 446, 453. 454. 457, 751. 752. 884,

907, 920, 924. 925, 997
; 3d, 12. 87, 225, 736. 737, 819, 855, 863, 865, 899, 944

; 3d
State Militia, 65, 75, 79,250. 272, 318, 348,371, 372,376,385,415,418, 432,

433, 441, 446, 450, 454, 455. 457, 458, 628. 644. 740. 796. 802, 924 ; 4th, 327, 328,

330, 332, 335, 344
;
4th State Militia. 55, 232, 254, 255, 257, 258, 300, 344, 346,

347, 350. 351. 354-356, 359. 361. 363-365, 385, 760. 761. 814, 911, 912. 934, 935
;

5th State Militia. 42. 43. 74. 75. 344. 371, 372. 375, 376. 381-385. 763,800-802,

850,974; 6th, 79,250,277, 278, 455-457, 881, 894; 6th State Militia, 250,

251, 266, 268, 269, 344, 365, 370, 385, 386, 390-393, 395, 401-403, 408, 409,

411-414,493, 760; 7th, 855; 7th State Militia, 66,67, 175-177, 182, 183,

200, 242. 271, 272, 292, 293, 344, 346, 347, 350, 351, 354-357, 359, 361, 362. 364,

365, 385, 736, 813-815. 972, 973; 8th, 222,224, 227. 228, 282-285, 297.977;
8th State Militia, 193-198, 344. 385.386.390, 391,393, 395,401,402.408,

411-4H, 460, 493, 894,895, 910; 9th State Militia. 10,41, 54, 57. 200, 230,

250, 312, 324, 348, 371, 376, 383, 385, 402, 415, 416, 418, 430, 432. 433, 436, 440,

441 ; 10th. 331, 332, 334-336, 344. 514, 1001
; llth, 183, 226-228, 235, 236. 282-

285, 753, 862. 889; 12th, 628, 644 ; 13th, 310,313, 336, 340, 344, 371, 379, 385,

389, 403, 430, 436, 439.

In fan try
*

Battalions : 1st Provisional Enrolled Militia, 984 . Companies :

Cochran s Enrolled Militia, 997
;
Tacke s Enrolled Militia, 454, 924.

Regiments: 1st Enrolled Militia. 310, 318. 462; 1st State Militia. 44,

318,446; 2d Enrolled Militia, 310, 318, 462; 3d Enrolled Militia, 310.

318, 462; 4th Enrolled Militia, 318; 4th Provisional Enrolled Militia,

60. 251. 430; 5th Enrolled Militia. 310; 6th Enrolled Militia, 310. 462;

6th Provisional Enrolled Militia. 75. 198, 301. 344, 385-387. 393. 394, 401,

402,407,408, 412, 414; 7th Enrolled Militia, 310,318,462; 7th Provis
ional Enrolled Militia, 76, 77, 188, 193, 196, 385, 386, 391, 394. 401, 409-

411. 414. 737. 738 ; 10th Enrolled Militia. 310, 318, 462
;
llth Enrolled Mi

litia, 310. 318,462,463; 13th Enrolled Militia. 310,318.462; 28th En
rolled Militia, 365 ; 30th. 276; 33d Enrolled Militia, 60, 423, 434, 442

;

34th Enrolled Militia, 365-370, 376,895; 35th, 191; 35th Provisional

Enrolled Militia, 177-179, 425-429, 741; 39th, 309,418,420.442.443.761-
763 ; 40th Enrolled Militia. 345

; 42d, 426, 44 1
; 43d. 312. 4 18, 422, 430,

434-439,530.532,682,686; 44th, 907, 908; 45th, 346, 370,421; 46th, 194;

46th Enrolled Militia. 230. 433; 47th, 318. 446. 447, 450; 49th. 346,

418, 420, 422, 802; 50th, 446; 51st Provisional Enrolled Militia, 64,

249-253, 423, 434, 442
;
52d Enrolled Militia, 310 ; 54th Enrolled Militia,

316,463; 56th Enrolled Militia, 924, 925; 62d Enrolled Militia, 921-

924; 63d Enrolled Militia, 449,450; 65th Enrolled Militia. 252. 443-

445; 70th Enrolled Militia, 433, 762
;
80th Enrolled Militia, 318. 462;

81st Provisional Enrolled Militia, 57, 59 : 82d Enrolled Militia, 57-

60; 85th Enrolled Militia, 318, 462; 87th Provisional Enrolled Mili

tia, 63. 64
;
89th Enrolled Militia, 62.

Mitchell, A. J. Mentioned ........................................... 579,594,622

Mitchell, Barney. Mentioned ........................................... 558, 560

* Some of the Enrolled and Provisional Enrolled regiments served as cavalry.
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Mitchell, Greenville M.

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andrews 283

Mentioned 281-285, 287, 650

Mitchell, Lafayette J. Mentioned 407

Mitchell, Napoleon. Mentioned 36

Mitchell, Robert B.

Mentioned 244-246,825

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska Territory, Aug. 11-Oct.

28, 1864, with skirmish (Sept. 20) near Fort Cottonwood 243

Mitchell. Thomas J. Report of skirmish at the Tannery, near Little Rock,
Ark., Sept. 2. 1864 736

Mitchell, Warren. Mentioned 360, 362

Mitchell, William B.

Mentioned 412, 414

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 409

Mix, Charles H. Mentioned 173

Mix, Thomas E. Mentioned 278

Mizner, John K. Mentioned 855,897,976

Moberly, William E.

Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk 426

Mentioned 178, 424-426, 428

Report of affair near Brunswick, Mo., Sept. 6, 1864 741

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy,
Dec. 21, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865, with engagements at Verona, Miss.

(25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). Reports of

Canhy, Edward R. S 998

Dana, Napoleon J. T 998, 999

Griersou, Benjamin H 1001

Washbum, Cadwallader C 1000

Mobley, W. A. Mentioned 622

Moer, Samuel H. Mentioned 845, 847, 848

Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Sept. 11-18, 1864. Report
of Alhert Muutzel 763

Monroe, George A.

Mentioned 946

Report of skirmish at Doyal s Plantation, La., Nov. 29, 1864 945

Monroe, James C . Mentioned 641

Monroe and Rails Counties, Mo. Operations in. Sept. 11-16, 1864. Report
of John D. Meredith 761

Montevallo, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 19, 1864. Report of Marshall M. Ehle. 890

Montgomery, Alexander C. Mentioned 410

Montgomery, Bacon.

Mentioned .&quot; 279, 881-883

Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1864s with skirmishes

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Coinite River 277

Montgomery, James. Mentioned 482, 519, 538, 572, 578, 597-600, 621, 622

Montgomery, Richardson H. Mentioned 87

Montgomery, Samuel.

Mentioned 894

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 455, 456

Montgomery, William C. F.

Mentioned 372, 375, 390, 391, 451, 452

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 458
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Monticello, Ark.

Expedition from Pine Bluff toward, Sept. 9-11, 1864, with skirmishes near

Monticello (10th) and at Brewer s Lane (llth). Reports of

Clayton, Powell 753, 754

Lewis, John W 756

Scudder, Thomas W 754

Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864. See Monticello, Ark. Expedition from Pine

Bluff toward, Sept. 9-11, 18G4, etc.

Mooney, Major. Mentioned 918

Moonlight, Thomas.
Mentioned 475-478, 480. 481, 483, 488, 489,

491, 498, 505, 507-509, 519, 522, 524-526, 528, 529, 536, 538, 543, 544, 565, 568,

569, 572-577, 579-581, 583-585, 591-595, 597, 600, 604, 607, 608, 616, 619, 621

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dee. 2, 1864 591

Moore, Calvin S. Mentioned 408

Moore, Columbus.

Correspondence with Robert A. Cameron 929

Mentioned 927, 928, 932, 933

Moore, David. Mentioned 321, 904

Moore, Franklin.

Mentioned 41

Report of operations in the vicinity of Baton Rouge, La., July 3-25, 1864,

with skirmish near Benton s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).. 42

Moore, James B. Mentioned 256. 293, 362

Moore, James M. Mentioned 738

Moore, John R. Mentioned 438, 439

Moore, Jonathan B. Mentioned 324, 906

Moore, William. Mentioned 977

Moore, W. M. Mentioned 196

Moorman, William M. Mentioned 654

Moreau Creek, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 7, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedi

tion, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1S04. Reports of.

Curtis. Samuel R. McNeil, John. Plumb. William.

Fiak, Clinton B. Mitchell, William B. Price, Sterling.

Gravely, Joseph J. Phelps, John E. Kosecrans. William S.

See also Fisk to Curtis, p. 467.

Morehead, Jacob. Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 25

Morehouse, D. A. W. Report of skirmish near Lebanon, Mo., Nov. 1, 1864.. 896

Moreland. Abraham B. Mentioned 150

Morgan, Thomas J. Mentioned 641

Morgan, Tom, Steamer. Mentioned 525, 538, 551, 552

Morgan County, Mo. Scout in. Sets Moniteait and Morgan Counties, Mo.

Scouts in, Sept. 11-18, 1804.

Morgan s Ferry, Ala. Skirmish at, Sept. 20, 1864. See Moryanzu, La. Oper
ations in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-2f&amp;gt;, 1SC4, etc.

Morgan s Ferry, La.

Expedition from Morganza to and beyond, Dec. 13-14, 1864. Report of

John H. Kelly 988

Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864, and on the Atcbafalaya River. Report of

Michael K. Lawler 289

Morgan s Ferry Road, La. Skirmish on. See Moryanza, La. Skirmish

near, on the Morgan s Ferry Itoad, July 28, 1804.
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Morganza. La.

Expedition to and beyond Morgan s Ferry from. See Morgan s Ferry, La.

Expedition from Morganza to and beyond, Dec. 13-14, 1864.

Expedition to Atchafalaya River from. See Atchafalaya River, La. Ex

pedition from Morganza to, Dec. 16-19, 1SG4.

Expedition to Bayou Sara from. See Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from

Morganza to. Sept. 6-7. 1SC4.

Expedition to Bayou Sara from. See Bayou Sara. La. Expedition frarn

Morganza to, Oct. 3-6, 18G4, etc.

Expedition to Fausse River from. See Faunae River, La. Expedition from

Morganza to, Sept. 13-17, 1SG4, etc.

Expedition to Simsport from. See Himsport, La. Expedition from Morganza
to, July 5-7, 1SG4.

Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-25, 1864, with skirmishes at Williams-

port (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at Bayou Ala

bama and Morgan s Ferry (20th). Reports of

Frisbie, Henry N 808

Guppey, Joshua J 805

Gurney, Asa L 806, 807

Lawler, Michael K 803,804

Terrell, Alexander W 810

Willis, James E . 806

Operations near, Dec. 14, 1864-Jan. 5. 1865, in the vicinity of Hermitage
Plantation. Report of W. Irving Allen 991

Scouts from, Aug. 10-12, 1864, with skirmishes. Report of Michael K.

Lawler 236

Skirmishes at, Nov. 23, 1864. Reports of Daniel Ullmaun 935,936
Skirmishes near.

July 28, 1864, on the Morgan s Ferry Road. Report of Michael K.

Lawler 179

Oct. 16, 1864 7

Dec. 4. 1864, on the new Texas Road. Report of Daniel Ullmann 981

Morris, Edmund J. Mentioned 737

Morris, Edward. Report of scout in Platte County, Mo., Aug. 25-30, 1864.. 291

Morris, Miles. Mentioned 521, 600

Morris, William H. Mentioned 774

Morrison, Daniel E. Mentioned 756

Morrow, John. Mentioned 847

Morrow, William. Mentioned
^ 847

Morton, John T. Mentioned 618

Moselle Bridge, Mo. Affair at. See Franklin, Mo. Affair near, Dec. 7, 1864,

etc.

Moses, Thomas, jr.

Mentioned 53, 522, 611

Report of scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo., Aug.
7-8, 1864 232

Mound City and Fort Lincoln, Kaiis. Skirmishes at, Oct. 25, 1864. See

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug.29-Dec. ~, 1SG4. Report ofMoon

light, p. 594.

Mount Vernon, Ark. IScout from Helena to, Aug. 22-25, 1864. Report of

Eagleton Carmichael 270

Mount Vernon, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 2, 1864. Report of John D. Allen 737

Mouton, Alfred. Mentioned 115

Mower, Joseph A. Mentioned .UO-H12. 316, 327, 334. 466, 475, 752
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Moyers. Gilbert. Report of action at Ashley s and Jones Stations, near De-
vall s Bluff, Ark., Aug. 24, 1864 286

Mud Town, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 24, 1864. See Southwest Missouri and
Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 15-24, 1864, etc.

Mulberry Creek, Kans. Scout from Saliua to, Aug. 8-11, 1864.

Communication from William H. Struthers 234

Reports of Henry Booth 233, 234

Mull, Henry. Mentioned 955

Mulligan, James A. Mentioned 192

Mullins. Alexander W.
Mentioned 294, 353, 358-360, 753. 799, 814, 8*16

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 362

Mullins, John D. Mentioned 347, 353, 358, 360

Mullins, Martin. Mentioned 201

Munday, Warren W. Mentioned 398

Muntzel, Albert.

Mentioned 42

Report of scouts in Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo., Sept. 11-18, 1864. 763

Murphy, Captain. Mentioned 926, 927

Murphy, Dr. Mentioned 258

Murphy, David. Mentioned 447, 452

Murphy, Dubart E. Mentioned 372, 393

Murphy, Edward B. Mentioned 245, 830, 833

Murphy, George W. Mentioned 408, 409

Murphy, John. Mentioned 581-583

Murphy, John P. Mentioned 834, 844

Musser, Richard H. Mentioned 702

Myers, William. Mentioned 316

Nance, James M. Mentioned 776

Nance, Peter. Mentioned 759

Napier, Archibald D. Mentioned 13, 738

Napoleouville, La.

Expedition to Grand River and Bayou Pigeon from. See Grand Hirer and

Bayou Piyeon, La. Expedition from Napoleonville to, Sept. 2G-30,

18G4.

Skirmishes near, July 29, 1864.

Communications from

Cameron, Robert A 181

Sherman, Thomas W
f 180

Reports of

Cameron, Robert A 180

Davis, Hasbrouck 181, 182

Nasfliet, Dr. Mentioned 975

Nash, Andrew J. Mentioned 324

Nash, John H. Mentioned 58, 59

Nash, Lucius B.

Correspondence with John L. Chandler 899

Mentioned 898, 899

Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to, Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 1864, with skirmish (Sept.

1) near Geutilly s Plantation.

Reports of

Cameron, Robert A 730

McFeely, Aaron 730, 732

Sketches 733

Natchez, Lake. See Lake Natchez.
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Neale, Benjamin M. Mentioned 662, 670

Neathrey, Robert. Mentioned 886

Nebraska Territory. Operations against Indians in. See Indiana in Nebraska

Territory. Operations against, Aug. 11-Oct. 2S, 1864, etc. Also

Indians in Nebraska. Operations ayainut, Dec. 1-31, 1864. In

dians in Nebraska and Colorado. Operations against, Sept. 29-Nov.

30, 1864.

Nebraska Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry Battalions : 1st, 826. Companies : Stufft s Scouts, 157, 162-164.

Regiments : 1st. 227. 245, 246, 283, 825, 826, 834, 838-842, 844, 845.

Iniantry Regiments : 1st Militia, 825, 826, 829, 832, 842-844.

Neely, McGinley M. Mentioned 562, 563, 564, 565

Neely, Mortimer. Mentioned 162

Neff, Joan. Mentioned 74

Neill, Henry. Mentioned ... 88,353,359

Neosho, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 10, 1864 8

Nervah. (Indian.) Mentioned 912

Neutling, &quot;William. Mentioned 259

Nevada, Steamer. Mentioned 299

Nevah Nattanee. (Indian.) Mentioned 967

Newhall, William H. Correspondence with Oliver Matthews 214

New Jersey Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry Regiments : 2d, 327, 328.

New Madrid, Mo.

Expedition to Carnthersville from. See Caruthersville, Mo. Expedition from
New Madrid to, July 5-10, 1864, etc.

Skirmish near, Dec. 3, 1864. Report of John B. Rogers 980

Newman, William H. Mentioned 235

New Mexico, Indians in. See Indians in New Mexico.

New Mexico, Northeastern. See Northeastern Netc Mexico.

New Mexico Troops. Mentioned

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 202-211, 886, 940, 941, 984-988, 1004.

Infantry Regiments : 1st, 81, 85, 867, 868, 870, 873, 878, 913.

New River, La. Expedition to. See Amite Kiver, New Hirer, and Bayou Man-

chac, La. Expedition to, Oct. 2-8, 1864.

Newsom, . Mentioned 131, 235

New Texas Road, La. Skirmish on. See Moryanza, La. Skirmish near,

Dec. 4, 1864, etc.

Newton, G. W. Mentioned 677

Newton, Robert C. Mentioned &quot;. 901, 947

Newtonia, Mo. Engagement at. Oct. 28, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedi
tion. Any. 29-Dec. ,-?, 1864. Reports of

Blunt. James G. Jackman, Sidney D. Moonlight, Thomas.

Chariot. Chapman S. Jeiinisou, Charles R. Phelps, John E.

Curtis, Samuel K. Lawther, Robert K. Price, Sterling.

Davies, J. F. McKenny, Thomas I. Rosecrans, William S.

Ford. James H. McMahau. John F. . Sauhorn, John B.

Gravely, Joseph J. Mitchell, William K. Shelby, Joseph O.

Hunt, Robert H. Montgomery, William C.F. Thompson, M. Jetf.

See also Curtis to ffalleck, p. 510; Hoyt to./ennison, p. 588; Pond to Jennison,

p. 590.

New York Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : 26th, 276.

Cavalry Regiments: 2d ( Veteran), 276,799, 800, 806-808, 879, 936.988,996;

llth, 187,214-218,277, 881,882; 14th, 179.180; 18th, 747.

Infantry Regiments : 161st, 805; 178th, 326,327.
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Nicholetts, Gilbert. Mentioned 217

Nicholls. John. Mentioned 125.

Nichols, Major. Mentioned 240

Nichols, C. H. Mentioned 431, 642, 656, 657, 660, 661, 671, 672, 674-677, 918, 919

Nichols, David H. Mentioned 883,956

Nichols, William A. Mentioned 963

Nicholson, Alfred J. Mentioned 159

Nicholson, E. P. Mentioned 791

Nicodemus, William J. L. Mentioned 563

Niederweiser, Tony. Mentioned 462

Nijanza, U. S. 8. Mentioned 749, 750, 926

Nitchey, F. H. Mentioned 346

Nixon, James. Mentioned 62

Noble, Henry T. Mentioned 303

Noblett, G. W. Mentioned 60

Noland, . Mentioned 59

Noland, George W. Mentioned 292

Norman, W. P. Mentioned 643

Norris, John. Mentioned 215-217

Norris, John H. Mentioned 184, 185

Norris Creek, Mo. Skirmish on, Ang. 8, 1864. See Holden, AIo. Oper
ation* near, Aug. 2-8, 1864, etc.

Norristown, Ark. Skirmish at, Sept. 6, 1864. See Le.wislury, Ark. Oper
ation* in the vicinity of, Sept. G-S, 1364, etc.

Norristown and Russellville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to, Sept. 9-12,

1864, with skirmishes. Report of Abraham H. Ryan 758

Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in. See Southeast Missouri and Xorth-

eastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18-Auy. 6, 1S64, etc.

Northeastern New Mexico. Scout in, Sept. 18-Oct. 5, 1864, on theCimarron

River. Report of Nicholas S. Davis 813

Northrup, George W. Mentioned 161

Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in. See Southwest Missouri and Xorth-

ivestern Arkansas. Operations in, Any. 15-24, 1864, etc.

Norton, Orloff. Mentioned 589

Norville, William N. Report of affair at Greenton, Mo., Nov. 1, 1864 896

Noyes, Edward J. Mentioned 742

Oates, O. H. Mentioned 980

Oatman, Stephen. Mentioned 817

O Brien, Nicholas J. Mentioned . . . 243, 830, 847

O Crane, Day. Mentioned 381

Often, . Mentioned 1005

Ogden, Fanny, Steamer. Mentioned 51, 53, 56, 255

Ohio Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : 5th, 223, 297.

Cavalry Regiments : llth, 245, 950.

Infantry Regiments : 22d, 225, 228; 114th, 988; 120th, 276.

Olin, Rollin C. Mentioned 170

Oliphant, Lieutenant. Mentioned 921

Olive Branch, La. Skirmishes at.

Aug. 5, 1864 3

Aug. 25, 1864. See Clinton, La. Expedition to, Aug. 2S-29, 1864, etc.

Oliver, Liudsey H.

Correspondence with Samuel B. Maxey 778

Mentioned.. 777,778
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Onam. Captain. Mentioned 406

OneEye. (Indian.) Mentioned 914.950,965,969
O Neil, Catherine. Mentioned 977

O Neil, John. Mentioned 977

Onken, Francis.

Mentioned 365, 367-369

Report of Price s Missouri -Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 366

Orahood. Harper M. Mentioned 957

Orange Grove, La. Affair at. See Donaldsonville, La. Affair near, at Orange
Grore, July 31, 1864.

Organization, Strength, etc. Confederate troops 641, 642

Ortega, Jesus Gonzales. Mentioned 888

Ortega, Jose de Jesus. Mentioned 208

Osage, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 26, 1864 8

Osage Mission, Kaiis. Skirmish at, Sept. 26, 1864 6

Osage River, Mo. Skirmishes on the, Oct. 5-, 1864. See Price s Missouri Ex

pedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Brown. Egbert B. Mullinw, Alexander W. Price, Sterling.

Clark, John B., jr. Onken, Francis. Kosecrans, William S.

Fisk, Clinton B. Poser, Rudolph. Shelby, Joseph O.

Jackman, Sidney D.

See also itinerary of Brown, p. 357.

Osband, Embury D. Mentioned 1000

Osceola, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 2, 1864. See Southeast Missouri and North

eastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18-Aug. 6, 1864, etc.

Osyka, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to. See Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka,
and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, Oct. 5-9,

1864.

Outs, . Mentioned 64

Overrocker, Charles E. Mentioned 822

Owen, Judge. Mentioned 894

Owen, Berry.

Correspondence Trith Clinton B. Fisk 428

Mentioned 178,424,425,429

Owings, Richard. Mentioned 360

Ozark, Mo. Scout to Dulmque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie from. See

Dubuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie, Mo. Scout from Ozark

to, Aug. 23-26, 1864.

Ozark, U. S. S* -Mentioned 803

Pace, Captain. Mentioned 301

Pace, Lewis C. Mentioned 434

Page, John D. Mentioned 64

Paincourtville, La. Expedition to Lake Natchez from. See Lake Natchez,

La. Expedition from Paincourtville to, Aug. 15-21, 1864, etc.

Paine, Halbert E. Mentioned 308

Palmer, . Mentioned 272, 292

Palmer, Henry E. Mentioned 591

Palmer, John C. Mentioned 767, 770

Palmetto Ranch, Tex. Skirmish at. See Brazos Santiago, Tex. Skirmish

near, Sept. 6, 1864, etc.

Pape, Erich. Mentioned.- 455, 644

Paris, Mo. Surrender of, Oct. 15, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug.

29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Douglass, Joseph B. Kosecrans. William S. Shelby, Joseph O.

Fiek, Clinton B.
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Park, Luther T.

Mentioned 823

Report of expedition from Brashear City to Belle River, La., Oct. 22-24,

1864 892

Parke, Joseph.
Mentioned 51, 255, 257, 299, 300

Report of skirmish near Rocheport, Mo., Aug. 28,- 1864 300

Parker, . Mentioned 84. 86

Parker, Charles. Mentioned 204, 205, 208

Parker, James. Mentioned 776

Parker, William B. Mentioned 462

Parks, Captain. Mentioned 522

Parks, W. W. Mentioned 792

Parkville, Mo. Attack on, July 7, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operations in,

July 6-30, 1864. Report of Fisk, p. 56.

Parnell, T. V. Mentioned 195

Parr, . Mentioned 993

Parrott, James. Mentioned 453, 680, 751, 752

Parsons, James. Mentioned 63, 187, 232

Parsons, Mosby M. Mentioned 754

Parsons, William H. Mentioned 106, 111, 118,859

Patroon, Steamer. Mentioned 888

Pattee, John.

Mentioned 142, 145, 146, 796

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 160

Patten, Alden. Mentioned 22

Patterson, D. R. Mentioned 787, 792

Patterson, George. Mentioned 508, 509, 577. 578, 583, 588, 591

Patterson, John. Mentioned 977

Patterson, Mo.
Affair at, Sept. 22, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.2,

1864. Report of Price, p. 628.

Scout from, to Buffalo Creek, in Ripley County. See Huffalo Creek, in

Ripley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to, July 8-12, 1S64.

Patterson, Wayne County, Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardean to, Nov.

16-25, 1864, with skirmishes at Reeves Mill (19th), and at Buck-

skull, Randolph County, Ark. (20th). Report of George C.

Thileuins * 924

Pattersonville, La. Reconnaissance from Berwick to, Aug. 2, 1864. Reports
of

Cameron, Robert A 198

Fickett, Levi S 199

Patton, Patrick. Mentioned 787

Paxton, Ethan. Mentioned 894, 895

Peace, J. A. Mentioned . . 975

Peak, George. Mentioned 230

Pealer, . Mentioned 886

Pearl River, La. Expedition from Fort Pike to, Sept. 9-12, 1864.

Communications from

Hall, Alfred G 758

Sherman, Thomas W 757

Report of Alfred G. Hall 756

Fearsall, TJri B. Mentioned ,, 808



INDEX. 1103

Page.

Pearson, Albert. Meutioned 269

Pease, Phineis. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1864 . 323

Peck, Amos. Mentioned 499, 558

Peery, William F. Mentioned 418, 444

Pell, John H. Mentioned 144, 156

Pelton, Patton. Mentioned 933

Pemiscot County, Mo. Scouts in.

Oct. 10-12, 1864. Report of James W. Edwards 884

Nov. 13-16, 1864, with skirmish. Report of James W. Edwards 920

Penick, William R. Mentioned 59

Penney, Thomas H. Mentioned 521, 579

Pennock, Joseph N. Mentioned 177

Pennock, William. Mentioned 519, 578, 618, 619, 621

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalr&amp;gt; Regiments : 19th, 328.

Perkins, Caleb. Mentioned 250, 415-418, 424, 433, 642, 802

Perry, J. D., Steamer. Mentioned 752

Perry County, Ark. Skirmish in, Dec 3, 1864. Report of Abraham H.

Ryan . 980

Peters, Dr. Mentioned 851

Petit Jean, Ark. Skirmish near, July 10, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations

in, July 1-31, 1864. Reports of Steelc, p. 11
; Ryan, p. 13.

Pettia, George H. Mentioned 940, 941

Pettit, George F. Mentioned 170, 171

Pfaender, William. Mentioned 38

Pharis. Franklin. Mentioned 177, 242, 271

Fhelps, Mrs. Mentioned 893

Phelps, John. Mentioned 975

Phelps, John B.

Mentioned 389, 391, 394, 395, 397, 409, 414

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 400

Phelps and Maries Counties, Mo. Scout in, July 30-Aug. 1, 1864. Report
of Charles Adamson 186

Philips, John F.

Mentioned 311, 313, 314, 319, 332, 337, 338, 341, 342, 345,

359, 362, 385-387, 389-392, 402, 411, 419, 494-496, 500, 501, 511, 528, 534, 556

Reports of

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 350, 354

Wellington, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, July 9-13, 1864, with

skirmishes at Warders Church (10th), and at Columbns (12th). 66

Phillips, James. Mentioned 196

Phillips, William P. Mentioned . . 775

Pickler, J. F. Mentioned 13, 24, 30, 75, 193, 194, 197, 240

Picon, O. E. Mentioned 182

Pierce, Abial R.

Mentioned 332, 333, 520

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 336

Pierce, D. C. Mentioned 266

Pierce, Guy C. Mentioned 274

Pierce, Leonard, jr. Mentioned 211, 212

Pierce, Milton. Mentioned 62

Pierce, William H. Mentioned 520

Fiercey, Andrew J. Mentioned 193, 197, 737



1104 INDEX.

Page.

Pierson. Oliver. Mentioned 955

Pigeon Bayou. See Bayou Pigeon.

Pike, Edward C.

Mentioned 310, 311, 316, 318, 463

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 461

Pike, Fort. See Fort Pike.

Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter. Expedition to, July 18-Aug. 7, 1864.

Communication from Benjamin F. Fergusson 86

Report of Thomas J. Blakeuey 81

Pine Bluff. Ark.

Capture of the steamer Miller near. See Miller, Steamer. Capture of, Aug.

17, 1864, etc.

Expedition toward Monticello from. See Monticello, Ark. Expeditionfrom
Pine Bluff tou-ard, Sept. 9-11, 1864, etc.

Reconnaissance from, July 13, 1864. Report of Powell Clayton 68

Scout near. See Arkansas River. Scout on, near Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 27-

28, 1864, etc.

Scout to Richlandfrom. See Richland, Ark. Scout from Pine Rluff to, Dtc.

24-25, 1864. etc.

Skirmishes near.

July 22, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. Report of

Steele, p. 11.

July 30, 1864. Reports of

Hill, Adam W 185

Tcalc, James E 183

Aug. 18, 1864 4

Pineger, William. Mentioned 776

Pinkney, William E. Mentioned 881

Piper, Marshall. Mentioned 220

Fisgah, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864. Reports of

Brown, Egbert B 760

Kelly, George W 761

Pitney, . Mentioned 802

Fitzman, Julius. Mentioned 464

Flaquemine, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 6, 1864.

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman 219

Reports of William P. Benton 218. 219

Platte City, Mo. Atfair at, July 10, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operations

in, July 6-30, 1864. Report of Clark, p. 59.

Platte County, Mo.
Scout in, Aug. 25-30. 1864. Report of Edward Morris 291

Skirmish in, July 3, 1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk 41

Flattenberg, J. S. Mentioned 653. 662

Plattsburg, Mo. Attack on, July 21, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operations

in, July 6-30, 1864. Report of Poe, p. 62.

Pleasant Hill, Mo. Skirmish near, Aug. 26, 1864. See Jackson and Cass

Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Aug. 25-29, 1864., etc.

Pleasonton, Alfred.

Correspondence with

Baker, William P 735

Brown, Egbert B 348-350

Curtis, Samuel R 339, 505, 506, 510, 527

Rosecrans. William S t 342

Sauboru, John B *,,.,,, ..,.- , , , . , 513
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Mentioned 311-315, 319, 320, 328, 334, 336, 343, 344, 346-357,

360, 361. 371-373. 376. 377. 385, 389, 390-392, 394, 395, 405, 407, 420-422, 457,

461. 484-487, 489-506, 508-513, 519, 526-528, 533-535, 538-540, 544, 545, 547,

549-551. 554-559. 569. 570, 576, 577, 579, 580, 587, 599, 603-606, 609, 617. 621

Reports of

Blackwater River, Mo. Skirmish on, July 27, 1864. and on Big Creek

(28th ) . 176

Independence. Mo. Skirmishes near, Aug. 1, 1864 187

Johnson County, Mo. Operations in. Sept. 1-9, 1864. and skirmish (1st)

near Lone Jack 735

La Fayette. Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 13-

22, 1864. with skirmishes 254, 255

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29--Dec. 2, 1864 336, 340

Rocheport, Mo. Skirmish near, Aug. 28, 1864 299

Pleyer, Anthony.
Mentioned 424, 425, 427-429

Statement of. Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dee. 2, 1864 428

Plumb, Preston B. Mentioned 478, 483, 544, 593, 595

Plumb, William.

Mentioned 390, 402, 414

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 408

Plum Creek, Nebr. Skirmish near. Dec. 8, 1864. See Indians in Nebraska.

Operation* against, Dec. 1-31, 1S64, etc.

Poe, Benjamin F.

Correspondence with John Thrailkill 62

Mentioned 61

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30. 1864 62

Point Isabel, Tex. Skirmish at, Aug. 9, 1864. See Brazos Santiago, Tex.

Operations in the vicinity of, Aug. 4-15, 1SG4, etc.

Polignac, Camille J.

Correspondence with Stephen D. Lee 90

Mentioned 90, 93, 94, 96, 113. 120. 754

Polk, Charles K. Mentioned 683, 689-691

Polk, Trusten. Mentioned 318

Polk County, Mo. Skirmishes in.

Aug. 28, 1864. Report of John B. Sanborn 301

Sept. 28, 1864 6

Pollock, Colonel. Mentioned 458

Pollock, Samuel M.
Mentioned 142. 146. 157-162, 165-167, 170

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8. 1864 156. 158

Pollok, Irving J. Mentioned 520, 552. 553, 611

Pomeroy, Samuel C.

Mentioned 473. 484, 485. 491. 520

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 570

Pond, James B.

Correspondence with Charles R. Jeunison 590

Mentioned 477,509,521,528.578,582.583,590

Ponder s Mill, Little Black River, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 20. 1864. See

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. ,1, 1864. Report of

Wilson, p. 454.

Poole, . Mentioned 254-257, 427, 568
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Pope, John.

Correspondence with

Halleck, Henry W 156

Wisconsin, Governor of -. 140

Mentioned 154, 156

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1X64 131, 133

Pope, Nathaniel.

Mentioned 142. 143. 146. 148, 157, 158. 162-165

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864
.

164

Portage Bayou. See Bayou Portage.

Porter, Benjamin F. Mentioned 73

Porter, David D. Mentioned 116

Porter, Frank G. Mentioned 422, 434, 438, 439

Porter, John P. Mentioned 896

Porter. John R.

Mentioned 830

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29-

Nov. 30, 1864 . 842

Porter, John S. Mentioned 785

Port Hudson, La. Attack on steamer White Cloud near. See White Cloud,

Steamer. Attack on, Any. 29, 1864, etc.

Poser. Rudolph.
Mentioned 369, 376

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 365, 366

Posey, William H. Report of expedition from Morgauza to the, Atchafalaya

River, La., Dec. 16-19, 1864 996

Potter, . Mentioned 1006

Powell, . Mentioned 802

Powell, Bulge. Mentioned 884, 920

Powell, Bush. Mentioned 44

Powell, James L.

Mentioned 76

Reports of

Fayetteville, Ark. Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to, Aug. 23-28,

1864, and skirmish (24th) at Gerald Mountain, Ark 273

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes

near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st) 77

Powell, William L. Mentioned 360

Power, William P. Mentioned 691

Powers, Charles S. Mentioned 947

Powers, Pinkney L. Mentioned 447

Prairie Rose, Steamer. Mentioned 906

Pratt, Edson N. .Mentioned 821

Pratt, Henry P. Mentioned 701

Pratt, J. H. Mentioned 683.

Pratt, John. Mentioned 837

Pratt, Theodore W. Mentioned 13. 16-19

President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis.

President, U. S. See Abraham Lincoln.

Preston, William J. Mentioned 682, 685, 691

Preuitt, Valentine. Mentioned 44,78-80

Price, . Mentioned 178
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Communications from

Missouri, Governor of 718

Price, Sterling 727

Correspondence with

Reynolds. Thomas C 718

Smith, E. Kirby 726

Taylor, C . M 720, 721

Detail for 701

Orders convening 701

Proceedings of 701-728

Testimony of

Mackey, T. J 702-707, 709-718

Shaler, James R 719-724

Tay lor, T . T 1 724-726

Price, Heber. Mentioned 662

Price, Sterling.
Assumes command of the expeditionary forces at Princeton, Ark., Aug. 29,

1864 303, 978, 983

Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith 728

Expeditionary column of, enters Missouri, Sept. 19, 1864 303

Expeditionary column of, reaches Laynesport, Ark., Dec. 2. 1864 304

Itinerary. Price s Missouri Expeditiou, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 642

Mentioned 64,

89, 105. 113-116, 122. 192, 221, 280, 282, 287, 307-309, 311-318, 320, 321, 329,

333, 334, 336. 339-343, 345. 348, 352, 354, 357, 358, 362, 371-377, 381-383, 385,

393, 394, 396, 398-400. 402, 403, 411, 416-424, 433, 435, 442, 445-449, 451, 452,

454, 455, 461. 464-468, 470-475. 478-480. 484, 489, 491-494, 502, 504-519, 523-

532, 536. 540, 547-551, 557, 560, 562, 563, 567-569, 572-574, 576-580, 588, 591,

593, 594, 596, 609, 610, 612, 614-617, 620, 641, 642, 648, 650-653. 655, 657, 660-

662, 665. 673, 676-679, 681, 685, 701-705, 707, 709-728, 743, 744, 754, 758, 765,

767, 769, 781, 782, 797. 851-853, 858. 893, 897, 900, 903, 915, 916, 918, 921, 922

Reports of Price s Missouri Expeditiou, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 622-625

Price, Thomas H. Mentioned 95

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864.

Casualties. Returns of.

Confederate Troops 670
V 686, 692, 697, 699, 700

Union Troops . . . . 344, 393, 439, 443

Communications from

Brown, Egbert B 466

Curtis, Samuel R . . 339. 466, 474, 476, 479, 505, 506, 511, 512, 514, 515, 527, 550, 622

Deitzler, George \V 620

Fisk, Clinton B 467

Grant, U. S 511

Harrison. M. La Rue 398

Moberly, William E 426

Pleasonton, Alfred 342, 348, 350, 506, 510

Price, Sterling 664

Rosecrans, William S 152, 467, 473, 475, 476, 479

Sanborn, John B 513, 516

Smith, E. Kirby 728

Itineraries.

Brown, Egbert B 357

Price, Sterling 642

Smith, Andrew J . . , 320
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Kansas Militia called out and martial law declared.

Curtis to Carney, urging call 468

Curtis to Halleck. giving notice of declaration of martial law in Kan
sas 470

Issue by Deitzler of order of call ] . 469

Orders, General, No. 54. Curtis 470

Proclamation of Governor of Kansas 468

Reports of

Benteen, Frederick W 330

Beveridge, John L 378, 379

Blair, Charles W 596, 601

Blunt, James G 571

Boutell. Lewis H 370

Brown, Egbert B 344, 346

Bull, John P 648

Burbridge, John Q 693

Cameron, Hugh 406

Campbell, William J 325

Catherwood, Edwin C 385

Chariot. Chapman S 523

Clark. John B., jr 678, 686

Cloud. William F 558

Cox, Samuel P 442

Craig, James 434

Cundiff, William H. H 377

Curtis, Samuel R 464

Curtis, Samuel S 530, 532

Davies, J. F 695

Davis, Samuel B 551, 554

Dayton. Ferdinand V 343

Deagle. George 443

Deitzler. George W 614

Douglass. Joseph B 432, 433

Draper, Daniel M 440

Eitzen, Charles D 368

Eppstein, Joseph A 381

Ewing, Thrtmas. jr 445

Fishback, William H. M 618

Fisk, Clinton B 415, 417, 418, 420

Ford, James H 606

Gandolfo, John B 326

Gravely, Joseph J 411, 414

Greene. Colton 687

Harding, Amos J 432

Harding, Chester, jr 434

Harrison, M. La Rue 397, 398

Hiller. Hiram M 453, 454

Billiard, Hiram 441

Holloway, George A 430

Hopkins. Henry 559

Houston, George M 380

Hubbard, Josiah M 565

Hunt, Robert H 542
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Reports of

Hynes, Dennis J 424

Insley, Merritt H 560

Jackmau, Sidney D 671

Jennisou, Charles R 581

Johnson, Benjamin 8 693

Johnson, Thomas \V 453

Jones, Benjamin S . 334

Kelley, Samuel R 457

Kelly, George \V 363

Kittredge, William T 397

Kutzner, Edward A 442, 443

Lane, James H 567

Lawther, Robert R 698

Lazear, Bazel F 360

McFerran, James 358

McKenny, Thomas I 536

McMahan, John F 407

^McNeil, John 371, 373, 375

Mattocks, Eli 325

Meeker, Edward 1 561, 563

Merriain, Jonathan 324

Mitchell, William B 409

Montgomery, Samuel 455, 456

Montgomery, William C. F 458

Moonlight, Thomas 591

Mullins, Alexander W 362

Onken, Francis 366

Pease, Phineas 323

Phelps, John E 400

Philips, John F 350, 354

Pierce, Abial R 336

Pike, Edward C 461

Pleasoutou, Alfred 336, 340

Plumb, William 408

Pomeroy, Samuel C 570

Poser, Rudolph 365, 366

Price, Sterling 622-625

Queen, Oscar B _ 364

Roberts, Cyrus M _ 566

Robinson, George T 546

Rogers, Andrew W 324

Rosecrans, William S _ 307

Sanboru. John B 385, 393

Shelby, Joseph O 649, 652

Smith, J. Xelson 611, 612

Stauber, Thaddeus J 441

Sullins, John 369

Tacke, Adolph .. 454

Thompson, M. Jeff 663, 670

Tyler, Charles H 700

Weed. Theodore J _ 555

Wilson, James 454. 455

Winslow, Edward F 327, 329
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Sketches 708

Statement of Anthony Pleyer 428

Pritchard, Jesse L. Mentioned &quot;... 53, 520, 606, 610, 611

Fruitt, . Mentioned ; 42

Pniitt, W. P. Mentioned 271

Pryne, Major. Mentioned 799, 800, 807, 808

Pryor s Creek, Ind. Ter. Action at, Sept. 19, 1864. See Cherokee Nation, Ind.

Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1SG4, etc.

Pulliam, J. Drury. Mentioned 678

Pulliam, John R. Mentioned 791

Pullman, . Mentioned 808

Puryear, Samuel Y. Mentioned 689

Qualey. John F. Mentioned 85

Quantrill, William C. Mentioned 233, 254. 257, 415. 431. 440, 632, 718

Queen. Oscar B.

Mencioned 56. 272, 356, 670

Reports of

Crisp s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo. Scout to, Aug, 25-30, 1864, with skir

mish near Rose Hill 292

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 364

Quin. Hugh. Mentioned 12

Quinby, Ira.

Mentioned 231, 237, 516, 526, 562-565

Report of skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.. Aug. 11, 1864 240

Quincy, Mo.
Expedition to, Oct. 29-Nov. 8, 1864, with skirmishes (Nov. 1-2) near

Quincy. Report of .] acob Cassairt 894

Skirmishes at, Nov. 1-2, 1864. See Quincy, Mo. Expedition to, Oct. 29-Nor.

8, 1864, etc.

Quiiin. . Mentioned 173

Quinn, Edward W. Mentioned 755

Quinn, John G. Mentioned . 393

Quitman. Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 2,1864. Report of Abraham H. Ryan. 738

Raccourci. La. Affair at, Nov. 25, 1804, near Williamsport. Report of

Daniel ITlluiaun 939

Rafety, James L. Mentioned 471. 479

Rains, Captain. Mentioned 442

Rains, Colonel. Mentioned 451

Rains, James S. Mentioned 442, 919

Rails County, Mo. Operations in. See Monroe and lialla Counties,Mo. Oper
ations in, Sept. 11-16. 18C&amp;gt;4.

Ralph, Thomas. Mentioned 78

Raly, . Mentioned 798

Ramsey. Eli.

Mentioned 20, 302

Report of expedition from Helena to Kent s Landing, Ark., Aug. 11-13.

1864 241

Ramsey,, Frank. Mentioned 130

Ramsey, James. Mentioned . 195

Randolph County, Mo. Operations in. July 23-24, 1864, with skirmishes at

Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th). Reports of

Catherwood. Edwin C 124

Knapp, Ebenezer 125
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Randolph, Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo. Operations in, Sept. 15-19,

1864, with skirmish (16th) at Columbia. Reports of Joseph B.

Douglass , 802

Rankin, Louis J. Mentioned 462

Ransom, Judge. Mentioned 456

Ratcliff. Captain. Mentioned 260

Rathbun, Elon G.

Mentioned 907, 924

Report of operations in Mississippi County, Mo., Nov. 5-6, 1864, with skir

mishes at Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston (6th) 907

Rathbun, George S. Mentioned 614

Ratliff, William B. Mentioned 799, 800, 804, 806. 807

Ratliff, William B., Mrs. Mentioned 800. 808

Rauk, Jacob F. Mentioned 736

Ray, C. S. Mentioned 979

Ray, W. F. Mentioned 195

Ray County, Mo. Action in. See Fredericksburg, Hay County, Mo. Action

near, July 17, 1S64.

Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 12-16, 1864, with skir

mish (12th) at Fredericksburg. Reports of

Catherwood, Edwin C 250

Fisk, Clinton B 249, 250

Grimes, John 251, 252

Henry, Isaac N 252

Rayborne, . Mentioned 175, 863

Raymond, William F. Mentioned 217

Raynolds, George. Mentioned 230

Real, Martin T. Mentioned 251

Rebstein, Matthew. Mentioned 521, 600-602

Rector s Farm, Ark. Skirmish at, Dec. 19, 1864 9

Redd, O. F. Mentioned 653

Red River, N. Mex. Skirmish on, Dec. 1. 1864. See Indians in Xew Mexico.

Expedition from Fort Winyate, N. Mex., against, Nov. 23-Dec. 10,

1864, etc.

Reed, Alonzo S. Mentioned 239

Reed, Moses.
Mentioned 21

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 19

Rees, William H. Mentioned 425

Reeves, John. Mentioned 292

Reeves Mill, Mo. Skirmish at. Nov. 19. 1864. See Patterson, IVayne County,
Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to, Nov. 16-25, 1S64, etc.

Regan, Dr. Mentioned 258

Reiff, A. V. Mentioned 641, 647

Remington, S. Pierre.

Correspondence with John S. Scott 216

- Mentioned 214, 215. 881, 882

Reports of

Donaldsonville, La. Affair near, at Orange Grove, July 31. 1864 187

Doyal s Plantation, La. Affair at, Aug. 5, 1864 _ 216, 217

Remount Camp, Ark. Skirmish near, Aug. 5, 1864. Report of Lyrnan G.

Willcox 213

Republican River, Kans. Scout on. Aug. 19-24, 1864. Report of William

Booth 265
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don, Ark. Report of Christopher C. Andrews 884

Reves, Timothy.. Mentioned 641. 924

Reynolds, Corydon. Mentioned 235

Reynolds, George D. Report of scout from Vidalia to the York Plantation,

La., Oct. 26-27, 1864 893

Reynolds, James H. Mentioned 12

Reynolds, Joseph J.

Correspondence with Elias S. Dennis 890

Mentioned 275. 289, 511, 519, 528. 852, 879, 880

Reynolds, Thomas C.

Correspondence with Price Court of Inquiry 718

Mentioned 318, 375, 714, 718, 719

Reynolds, William. Correspondence with Robert R. Livingston 837

R. Graham, Steamer. Mentioned 44, 903

Ribble, Henry H. Mentioned 830, 833, 838, 841, 842

Rice, . Mentioned 984. 985, 1005

Rice, Alexander F.

Reports of scouts from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark.

Sept. 9-14, 1864 .... 759

Sept. 22-28, 1864 .- 816

Oct. 1-4, 1864 851

Mentioned 172

Rice, Oscar A. Mentioned 810

Rice, William P. Mentioned 279

Rice, Fort. See Fort Rice.

Richards, J. Mentioned 561

Richardson. Dr. Mentioned 294

Ricbland. Ark.
Scout from Pine Bluff to. Dec. 24-25. 1864, with skirmish (24th) near Rich-

land. Report of Thomas Stevenson 1003

Skirmish at, Sept. 6, 1864 5

Skirmish near, Dec. 24, 1864. See liichland, Ark. Scoutfrom Pine Bluff to,

Dec. 24-25, 1864, etc.

Richland Creek, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 16, 1864. See Southwest Missouri

and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 15-24, 1864, etc.

Richmond. Harry. Mentioned 957

Richmond. Mo. Skirmish near, July 8, 1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk 64

Rich-woods, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 4. 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,
A

ii(i
. 29-Dec.2, 1804. lieport of Montgomery, p. 455.

Ricketts, . Mentioned 368

Ridge, J. Mentioned 670

Ridgely, Mo. Capture of, Oct. 16, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition. Any.
29-Dec. 2, 1864. Report of Harding, p. 432.

Riely, John W. Mentioned 122

Rigg, Edwin A. Mentioned 125

Riggs, Riley B. Mentioned 262, 263, 267, 386, 409. 414

Ringer, Cord. Mentioned 74

Rinne. William. Mentioned 997

Ripley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek in. See Buffalo

Creek, in Eipley, Mo. Scout from Patterson to, July 8-12, 1864.

Risdon, Orlando C. Report of attack on Union transport, on the White

River, near Saint Charles, Ark., Oct. 22, 1864 890

Ritchey, James M. Mentioned . 188,194
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Ritchie, Andrew J. Mentioned 766

Ritchie, John. Mentioned 340, 484, 506, 507, 520, 526, 558

Ritter, John F.

Itinerary of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 854

Mentioned 853-855, 858, 860, 897

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 1864 854

Benton. Ark. Scout from Little Rock to, Sept. 6-7, 1864 742

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-30. 1864 897

Roanoke, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864. Reports of

Fisk, Clinton B 759, 760

King, Austin A.
, j r 760

Robbins, Josephus. Mentioned 997

Robbins, Samuel M. Mentioned 238

Robbins, William. Mentioned 923

Roberts, Cyrus M.
Mentioned 479, 483, 484, 491, 520, 526, 562-565

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 566

Roberts, Dennis W. Mentioned 918

Roberts, James M. Mentioned 433

Roberts, Jeannie. Steamer. Mentioned 463

Roberts, L. F. Mentioned 198

Roberts. Samuel E. Mentioned 76, 188

Roberts, Thomas. Mentioned 815

Roberts, William Y. Mentioned 484, 491, 496, 520

Robertson, Frank S. Mentioned 693

Robie, . Mentioned 994

Robinson, Captain. Mentioned 186

Robinson, Abram W. Mentioned 278

Robinson, F. L. Mentioned 483, 567

Robinson, George T.

Mentioned 473, 478, 482, 484, 520, 550, 597

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 546

Robinson, W. C. Mentioned 225

Robinson, William. Mentioned 198

Rocheport. Mo. Skirmishes near.

Aug. 20. 1864 4

Aug. 28, 1864. Reports of

Argo, William 300

Parke, Joseph 300

Pleasonton, Alfred 299

Sept. 3, 1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk 740

Sept. 23, 1864. See 1 rire s Missouri Expedition, Auy. 29-Dec. -2, 1864. Re

ports of

Douglass, Joseph P.. Fisk. Clinton B. Stauber. Thaddeus J.

Draper. Daniel M.

Rodgers, Hiram C. Mentioned 294

Rodgers, J. B. Mentioned 856

Rodgers Crossing, Ark. Skirmish at. Sept. 14, 1864. See Huntsville, Ark.

Scout from Fayetterille to, Sc})t. 12-15, 1S64, etc.

Roe, Robert S. Mentioned 521, 611

Rogan, James W. Mentioned 627, 641

Rogers, Andrew W. Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-1 )ee.

2, 1864 324
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Rogers, Henry C.

Mentioned .................................... ........ 4i , ......... 142,165,172

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 ..................................................... 170

Rogers, John B. Reports of

Cape Girardeau, Mo. Skirmish near, Dec. 14, 1864, in the Cypress Swamp. 991

Carutbersville, Mo. Skirmish near, Dec. 30, 1864 ......................... 1006

Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditious from Cape
Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20. 1864-Jau. 4, 1865 .......... 997

Little River, New Madrid County, Mo. Skirmish on, Dec. 18, 1864 ......... 997

New Madrid, Mo. Skirmish near, Dec. 3, 1864 ............................ 980

Rogers, J. W. Mentioned ............................................... 797, 798

Rohrer, Philip. Mentioned ................................................ 75

Roll of Honor. (Union.) Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864.. 519

Rolla, Mo.

Expedition to Licking, Texas County, from. See Licking, Texas County,

Mo. Expedition from Rolla to, Nor. 5-9, 1864, etc.

Skirmishes at.

Aug. 1,1864 ......................................................... 3

Nov. 1, 1864 ......................................................... 7

Rolston, William F. Mentioned ........................................... 251

Rood,- . Mentioned .................................................. 232

Rork, George. Mentioned ................................................. 1002

Rose, Robert H. Mentioned .......................................... 39, 167, 170

Rosecrans, George W. Mentioned ......................................... 839

Rosecrans, William S.

Correspondence with

Brown, Egbert B .............................................. 56, 350, 365

Curtis, Samnel R ..................... 467, 4T3, 475, 476, 479, 492, 504, 511, 514

Fisk, Clinton B ..................................................... 420

Pleasonton, Alfred ......................................... - ........ 342

Mentioned ........................................ 53, 193, 254. 255, 272, 317, 318,

329, 337-339, 342, 361, 365, 374. 377, 404, 418-423, 427, 431, 445, 446. 450-452.

464-467, 470, 472-476, 479, 484, 485, 487, 491, 492, 494., 504-506. 510-516, 519,

523, 524, 528, 529, 540, 546-550, 573, 574, 578, 580, 615, 617, 624, 690, 696, 853

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 ............... 307

Rosedale. La. Skirmish near, Sept. 15, 1864. See Faunae River, La. Expedi

tion from Morgan za to, Sept. 13-17, 1SG4, etc.

Rose Hill, Mo. Skirmish near. See Crisp s Mill, on Biij Creek, Mo. Scout to,

Aug. 25-30, 18G4, etc.

Rosenbrook, John D. Mentioned ............................. ............ 278

Ross, Edmund G. Mentioned ....................... 477, 478, 520, 543. 593, 595, 765

Ross, George R. Mentioned ............................................... 884

Roush, Morris G. Mentioned .............................................. 923

Royston, William H. Mentioned ........................................... 360

Ruark, Ozias. Mentioned ............................................... 193, 195

Rnbey, Charles W. Mentioned ............ ................................ 393

Rudd, Captain. Mentioned ................................................. 406

Ruley, Robert P. Mentioned .............................................. 364

Rush, James L . Mentioned ................................................ 405

Rusk. Captain. Mentioned ................................................. 76

Rusk, David V. Mentioned ................................................ 198

Russell, Roderick D. Mentioned ........................................ 455, 456
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Russellville. Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to. See Norristown and Russell-

ville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to, Sept. 9-12, 1864, etc.

Russellville, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 9, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Clark, Johu B., jr. Greene, Colton. Phelpa, John E.

Gravely. Joseph J. Montgomery, William C. F.

Rutherford. . Mentioned 293

Rutledge, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 4, 1864. See Southwest Missouri. Oper
ations in, Any. 1-2S, 1864, etc.

Ryan, Abraham H.
Mentioned 235,901

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864 13, 14

Beatty s Mill. Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 1, 1864 735

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 9-15, 1864, with skirmishes .. 236

Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. Skirmish near, Dec. 1, 1864 974

Fort Smith. Ark. Expedition from Lewisburg to, Nov. 5-23, 1864,

with skirmishes 910

Lewisburg, Ark. Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 6-8, 1864, with
.skirmishes at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th).. 743,744

Norristown and Russellville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to, Sept. 9-

12, 1864, with skirmishes 758

Perry County, Ark. Skirmish in, Dec. 3, 1864 980

Quitman, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 2, 1864 738

Yell County, Ark. S&amp;lt;;out in, with skirmishes, July 25-Aug. 11, 1864.. 131

Ryder, Captain. Mentioned 530, 921, 923

Rylaiid, Judge. Mentioned 66

Sacramento Mountains, N. Mex.
Skirmish at, Aug. 26, 1864. See Fort Sumner, N. Hex. Scouts from, Aug. 3-

Nov. 4, 1864, etc.

Scout in, Oct. 13-21, 1864. Report of Francis McCabe 886

Saint Charles, Ark. Attack on Union transport near. See White River, Ark.

Attack on Union transport on, Oct. 22,1864, etc.

Saint Charles, La. Skirmish at, Oct. 5, 1864. 7

Saint Francis River. Expeditions from Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to.

See Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditions from
Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20, 1864-Jan. 4, 1865.

Saint Francois County, Mo. Scout in, Oct. 9, 1864, with skirmishes. Re

port of Madison Miller 883

Sale, JohnB. For correspondence as Military Secretary, see Braxton Bragg.
Salina, Kans Scout to Mulberry Creek from. See Mulberry Creek, Kans.

Scout from Salina to. Auij.8-11, 1864.

Saline County, Mo.

Operations in. See La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Oper
ations in Aug. 13-22, 1864, etc.

Scout in, Aug. 6-9, 1864, with skirmishes (7th) at Arrow Rock. Report of

Bazel F. Lazear 219

Salisbury, Mo. Expedition from Brookrield to. See Brunswick, Keytesville,

and Salisbury, Mo. Expedition from Brookfield to, Nov. 16 2S,

1864.

Sallee, James H. Mentioned 394

Salomon. Ed-ward. Mentioned 139

For correspondence, etc., see Wisconsin, Governor of.



1116 INDEX.

Page.

Samburn, Lewis F. Mentioned 867-871. 874. 878

San Andres Mountains, N. Mex. Affair in the, Aug. 12, 1864.

Communication from Clarence E. Bennett 248

Report of Henry A. Greene 247

Sanborn, George L. Report of scout on the South Platte River, Colo. Ter.,

July 17-28. 1864 73

Sanborn, John B.

Correspondence with

Curtis, Samuel R 516

Pleasouton, Alfred 513

Itineraries of operations in Southwest Missouri.

July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes near Maysville, Ark. (20th ), and near

Carthage, Mo. (21st) 76

Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at

Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and at Buffalo Creek (7th) 193

Mentioned 194, 196, 308, 309, 311-314 316,

318, 319, 329, 331, 336-342, 344, 345, 349, 351, 354, 357-359, 364, 370, 375. 376,

382, 393, 407, 408, 411-413, 419, 420, 451, 460, 461, 467, 475, 491, 493-496, 500-

502, 505-516, 519, 528, 534, 538, 539, 541. 546. 556. 559, 565, 573, 577, 615, 624

Reports of

Hartville, Mo. Skirmish at. Aug. 11, 1864 240, 241

Polk County, Mo. Skirmish in, Aug. 28, 1864 301

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 385, 393

Southwest Missouri. Operations in.

July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and

near Carthage, Mo. (21st) 75

Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st),

at Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and at Buffalo Creek (7th).. 193

Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug.
15-24, 1864, with skirmishes at Carrolltou, Ark. (15th), on

Richlaud Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town. Ark. (24th) . ... 261

Sanchez, . Mentioned 204, 206, 208

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29, 1864.

Communications from

Chivington, John M 950

Evans, John 963

Conduct of troops under command of John M. Chivington in. State

ments of
,

Cameron, James D 970

Clarke, R. W 972

Colley, Samuel G 969

Cossitt, Channcy M 971

Hill, Reuben A 971

Louderback, David H 972

Minton, William P 971

Smith, John S 964

Reports of

Anthony, Scott J 951-953

Bowen, Leavitt L 957

Chiviugtou, John M 948

Cree, Theodore G 958

Dunn, Clark 955

Kennedy, Judson J 954

Sayr, Hal 957
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Sand Creek. Colo. Ter. Continued.

Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29. 1864.

Reports of

Shoup, George L 956

Wynkoop, Edward \V 959

Skirmish near. Aug. 11, 1864. Reports of

Baldwin, Horace \V 239

Cramer, Joseph A 238

Quinby, Ira 240

Wynkoop, Edward W 237

Sanders, Ira. Mentioned 979

Sanderson, John P. Mentioned 130

Sandoval, Manuel. Mentioned 208

Saiitillanes. Antonio. Mentioned 867

Sapp, &quot;Willis M. Mentioned 353, 364

Sara, Bayou. See Bayou Sara.

Satanta. (Indian.) ^Mentioned 231,232

Sayr, Hal.

Mentioned 949, 950

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek. Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 957

Scaggs, J. W. Mentioned 195

Scaggs, L. H. Mentioned 195

Scales, J. A. Mentioned 787, 791

Scan Bear. (Indian.) Mentioned 966

Scatterville, Ark. Skirmish at, July 28. 1864. See Southeast Missouri and

Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18-Aug. 6, lS64,etc.

Schenck, Egbert T. S. Mentioned 451

Schenck, Peter V. Mentioned 316

Schnable. John A. Mentioned 642, 655, 661, 662, 671-678, 919

Schoenemann. Rudolph. Report of expedition from Helena, Ark., to Buck
Island, in the Mississippi River, July 13-16, 1864 70

Schonford. . Mentioned 975

Schooley, Isaac M. Mentioned 265

Scofield, Hiram. Mentioned 890

Scott, . Mentioned 271

Scott, G. W. Mentioned . / 689

Scott, John S.

Correspondence with

Lee. Stephen D 89

Remington, S. Pierre 216

Mentioned 214-218,274,275,277,992, 1003

Scott, Thomas M. Mentioned 36

Scott s Ford, on the Black-water. Mo. Expedition from Sedalia to, Sept.

2-1,1864. Report of William Argo 738

Scudder, Thomas W. Report of expedition from Pine &quot;Bluff toward Monti-

cello, Ark., Sept. 9-11. 1864, with skirmishes near Monticello

(10th) and at Brewer s Lane (llth) 754

Scull, Gideon. Mentioned 316

Searcy, Ark.
Skirmish at, Sept. 6, 1864 5

Skirmishes near.

Aug. 13,1864. See, Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock

to, Aug. 6-16, 1S64, etc.

Sept. 13, 1864. Report of Christopher C. Andrews 798
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Scarcy and Clinton, Ark. Scout from Devall s Bluff to. Nov. 9-15, 1864.

Communication from Eugene A. Carr 917

Report of Harris S. trreeno 915

Searcy and West Point, Ark. Scout to. July 26-28, 1864. Report of Chris

topher C. Andrews 174

Searcy County, Ark. Skirmish in. July 4, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations

in, July 1-31, 1864. Reports of Steele, p. 11; Clarkson, p. 14.

Searcy, Fairview. and Augusta. Ark. Expeditions from Little Rock and

Devall s Bluff to, Aug. 27-Sept. 6, 1864. Reports of

Graves, William H 298

West, Joseph R....: 296

Searcy, James J. Mentioned 642

Sears, Francis A. Report of expedition from Morgauza to the Atchafalaya

River, La., Dec. 16-19,1864 995

Sears, J. H. Mentioned
*

791

Sears, John J. Mentioned 496, 520, 526, 527

Sedalia, Mo.
Affair at, Oct. 15, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition. AII&amp;lt;I.

29-Dec. 2,

1864. Reports of

Blunt, James G. Price, Sterling- Kosucrans, William S.

Curtis, Samuel K. Queen, Oscar B. Thompson, M. Jefl .

Philips, John F.

Expedition from, to Scofct s Ford, on the Blaukwater. See Scott s Ford, on

the Blackwater . Expedition from Sedalia, Mo., to. Sept. 2-4, 18S4.

Seddon, James A. For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C. S.

Sedgwick, John. Mentioned 247

Seelye, Edgar. Mentioned 522, 533

Selden, Henry R. Mentioned 813

Sells, Lewis. Mentioned 453

Sewals, Colonel. Mentioned 301

Seymour, J. Fenton. Mentioned 521, 611

Shafer, Lieutenant. Mentioned 926, 928

Shaffer, Alfred. Mentioned : 806

Shaler, Alexander. Mentioned 989

Sbaler, James R.

Mentioned 719,721,724,725

Testimony of. Price Court of Inquiry 719-724

Shanklin, John H. Mentioned .. 418, 445

Shanks, David. Mentioned . . 287, 288, 627, 630, 631, 642, 645, 650. 654, 655, 663, 670-673

Shannon, Andrew J. Mentioned 521, 579

Shannon, William H. Mentioned 787

Shannon County, Mo. Scout in, July 18-21, 1864. Report of Levi E. Why-
hark 74

Sharp, George R. Mentioned 248

Shattuck, Warren C. Report of scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek, in

Ripley County, Mo., July 8-12, 1864 65

Shaw, . Mentioned 295

Shaw, Captain. Mentioned 652

Shaw, Major. Mentioned 677

Shaw, Joel K. Mentioned 815

Shaw, Joseph. Mentioned 278

Shaw, Joseph A. Mentioned 289

Shaw. Richard G. Mentioned 215

Shelbiiia, Mo. Attack on, July 26, 1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk 174
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Page,

Shelby, Joseph O. .

Mentioned 12, 14-17, 19, 23, 69, 75, 76,

81, 175, 221-224, 226, 227, 240, 241, 273, 280-283, 286, 297-299, 301, 307, 308,

312, 313, 318, 364, 376, 382, 383, 387, 393, 396, 397, 403, 431, 4S5, 437, 438, 444,

445, 448, 449, 481, 483, 486, 500, 509, 526, 528, 544, 556, 573, 575, 584, 585, 607,

613, 623-639, 642-648, 663, 666, 667, 670-684, 690, 691, 696, 697, 700, 703-705,

709-711, 715, 717-719, 723, 728, 729, 738, 741, 744, 759, 850, 916, 918, 978, 990

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864 26-28

Ashley s and Jones Stations, Ark. Action at. near Devall s Bluff, Aug.
24, 1864 ... 286

Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5, 1864, with skirmish (1st) at

Lamb s Plantation, near Helena 191

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16,

1864, with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th),
at Hatch s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy
(13th) 229

Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 649, 652

Shelly, Erwin Y. Mentioned 161,162

Shepherd, Martin. Mentioned 688, 690

Shepherd, Samuel. Mentioned . 325

Shepherd, William W. Mentioned 211

Sheridan, Philip H. Mentioned 478

Sheridan, Thomas. Mentioned 806

Sherman, John T. Mentioned 295

Sherman, Thomas W.
Correspondence with

Banks, Nathaniel P t 180, 219, 260, 747, 757

Cameron, Robert A 181, 746, 926

Hall, Alfred G 758

Hurlbut, Stephen A 945,946
Mentioned 756, 926

Report of affair at Doyal s Plantation, La., Aug. 5, 1864 214

Sherman, William T. Mentioned 113, 116, 136, 192, 307, 314, 662

Sherry, Byron. Mentioned 266, 469, 487, 532, 616

Shindler, L. Mentioned 662

Shirland, Edmond D. Mentioned 875

Shoat, James H. Mentioned 353

Short, Thomas M. Mentioned 271

Shoup, George L.

Mentioned 948-950,953,954,958,959

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand C reek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,

1864 956

Shrader, Henry. Mentioned 741

Shull, Captain . Mentioned _ 4%
Shumaker, Captain. Mentioned fJ5g

Shut-in Gap, Mo. Skirmish in. See Arcadia Valley, Shut-in dap, and Iron-

ton, Mo. SkirmiyhcH in, Sept. 26, 1864.

Sibley, Henry H.
Mentioned 132,135,137,138,140

Report of operations against Indians in the District of Minnesota, July 1-

Oct. 1, 1864 37

Sidney, George. Mentioned 865

Sierrito. (Indian.) Mentioned : 942
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Sigel. Albert.

Mentioned 186. 375

Report of skirmish near Centreville, Mo.. Nov. 12. 1864 919

Sikeston, Mo. Skirmishes near.

Sept. 22, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29- Dec. 2, 1864. Report

of Hiller, p. 453.

Nov. 6, 1864. See Mississippi County, Mo. Operations in, Xov. .&amp;gt;-
, 1864, etc.

Silkey, William. Mentioned 445

Simmonds, George F. Mentioned 431, 434, 435, 439

Simms. . Mentioned 456

Simms, John. Report of expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Cail-

lou. La.. Nov. 19-27, 1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand
Caillou 932

Simonson. Samuel E. W. Mentioned 327, 332, 333

Simonton, Morgan. Mentioned 447, 458-450

Simpson, . Mentioned 862

Simpson, Benjamin F. Mentioned 521. 538. 579

Simpson, James. Mentioned 691

Simpson, John. Mentioned 977

Simpson, Peter. Mentioned 58

Simpson, Smith H. Mentioned 81, 82, 85

Simsport. La. Expedition from Morganza to, July 5-7, 1864. Report of

Edmund J. Davis 43

Singleton, H. M. Mentioned 61

Sioux City, Steamer. Mentioned 421

Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory. Expedition against. July 25-Oct. 8. 1864.

Renorts of

Adams, C. Powell . 173

Brackett. Alfred B 161

Camp, George A 172

McLaren, Robert N 172

Miner, Nelson 162

Pattee, John 160

Pollock, Samuel M 156, 158

Pope, John 131, 133

Pope, Nathaniel 164

Rogers, Henry C 170

Stufft. Christian 163

Sully, Alfred 141, 144. 148, 150-152. 155

Thomas. Minor T 165, 167, 168

Sir William Wallace, Steamer. Mentioned *
. 989

Sitton, Captain. Mentioned 406

Sketches.
Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to. Aug. 30-Sept. 2. 1864, with skirmish

(Sept. 1) near Gentilly s Plantation 733

Pilot Knob, Mo., and its approaches, Sept. 27, 1864 708

Skidmore, James B. Mentioned 200

Slack, Lieutenant. Mentioned 237

Slayback, Alonzo W. Mentioned 449. 642. 659-662. 664-668. 670

Slemons, W. F. Mentioned 355. 545, 624, 627, 637. 639-641. 646, 647, 719

Slidell, John. Mentioned 309

Slinkman, William. Mentioned 366

Slonaker, Jacob A. Mentioned 520, 544, 545

Smiley, . Mentioned 808
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Smiley, Philip. Mentioned 392, 414, 460, 461

Smith, . (Arizona.) Mentioned 984,985

Smith, . (Missouri.) Mentioned 394

Smith,- . (Nebraska.) Mentioned ... 845

Smith, Colonel. Mentioned 61

Smith. Alvis. Mentioned 918

Smith, Andrew J.

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis 505

Itinerary. Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 320

Mentioned 114, 116, 307-315, 318. 320-322. 330, 340, 381, 388, 389, 422,

445, 447, 448, 462, 463, 466, 505. 549, 550, 573, 623, 624, 628, 633, 646, 653. 903

Smith, Beaton. Muutioued 525

Smith, De &quot;Witt C. Mentioned 151

Smith, E. Kirby.

Congratulatory Orders. Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.,

Sept. 11-25. 1864, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson

( 16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 794

Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General s Office, C. S. A 88, 117, 122

Blackburn. Joseph C. S 89

Bragg,Jiraxton . 95, 119

Buckner, Simon B 110, 113, 118, 120

Davis, Jefferson 92. 102, 113, 122-124

Douglas, Henry T 91, 96, 98

Lee, Stephen D 89-91

Price Court of Inquiry 726

Price, Sterling 728

Taylor, Richard ; 90, 92-94, 97. 99, 100, 103, 105, 107-111, 117

Walker, John G 91, 94-96, 100, 104, 106

War Department, C. S 123

Mentioned 27, 89-91, 95, 96, 98, 90,

105, 106, 110, 111, 113, 117. 118. 120-123, 625, 626. 701, 702, 726, 727, 729, 794

Smith, George W. Mentioned 455, 769, 771

Smith, James A. Mentioned 442, 443

Smith, J. Nelson.

Mentioned 54, 63, 474, 475, 477, 520, 526. 543, 606-608, 611

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug, 29-Dec. 2, 1864 611,612

Smith, JohnF. Mentioned : 774,775

Smith, John S.

Mentioned 954, 961, 964, 972

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under the command of

John M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek,

Colo. Ter., Nov. 29.1864 964

Smith, John T. Mentioned
v 582, 589

Smith, John W. Mentioned 776

Smith, Joseph.
Mentioned ,,,... 85, 873

Report of scout in Southeastern Arizona. July 6-24, 1864 45

Smith, Moses W. Mentioned 642, 655, 660-663, 666-670

Smith, N. H. Mentioned r . . _ T T , T , , r . r 97

Smith, Peter. Mentioned
T T ... 776

Smith, S. A. Correspondence with Jofterson Davis ......
t T T ,, 1J3

For other correspondence, see E. Eirbij /Smith,

71 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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Smith, Thomas C. H. Mentioned 140

Smith, Tuck. Mentioned 261,262,267,797

Smith, William. Mentioned 521,600

Smith, &quot;William J. A. Mentioned 462

Smith, Fort. See Fort Smith.

Smithville, Mo. Burning of, Get. 17, 1864 304

Smizer, William. Mentioned 23

Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans. Skirmish near, with Indians. Aug. 16, 1864.

Reports of

Blunt, Jaines G 263

Van Antwerp; Jacob . 264

Smoky Hill Fork, Kans. Scout on, Aug. 1-5, 1864. Report of Henry
Booth 189

Smoot. Lieutenant. Mentioned 791

Snapp, Lafayette D. Mentioned 691

Suelling, George T.

Mentioned 226, 861-863

Report of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 862

Snoddy, James D. Mentioned 572, 597, 619, 620

Snodgrass, Henry. Mentioned 886

Snow, Florentine E. Mentioned 271

Snyder, John R. Mentioned 292

Sonora, Mexico, Governor of. Mentioned 128

Soule, Silas S. Mentioned 231,238,950

South, Eliaa. Mentioned 955

Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in. July 18-

Aug. 6, 1864, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28), at

Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4).

Itinerary. Thomas Ewing, jr 77

Reports of John T. Burris . 78, 79

Southeastern Arizona. Scout in, July 6-24, 1864. Report of Joseph Smith. 45

Souther, Louis. Mentioned 975

South Platte River, Colo. Ter. Scout on, July 17-28, 1864. Report of George
L. Sanboru 73

Southwestern New Mexico. Expedition to, July 23-Oct. 10, 1864. Report
of Nelson H. Davis 125

Southwest Missouri. Operations in.

July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near

Carthage, Mo. (21st).

Itinerary. John B. Sanborn 76

Reports of

Allen, John D 76

Powell, James L 77

Sanborn, John B .m 75

Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Rut-

ledge (4th), near Enterprise and on Buffalo Creek (7th).

Itinerary. John B. Sauboru 193

Reports of

Burch, Milton 194, 196

Gravely, Joseph J 198

Sanborn, John B .,.,,,,...,,.......,..,,........., ...\ 193
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Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug.
15-24, 1864, with skirmishes at Carrolltou, Ark. (15th), on Rich-

land Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th). Re

ports of

Bishop, Albert W 261

Sanboru, John B 261

Sparks, Colonel. Mentioned 799

Sparks, George. Mentioned 360

Speed, Frederic. For correspondence as A. A. G.,see Thomas fr. Sherman.

Spicely ,
William T. Mentioned 804, 805, 808, 809, 993-996

Spiva, Jonas B. Mentioned 12

Springfield, Mo.

Expedition to Fort Smith, Ark., from. See Fort Smith, Ark. Expedition

from Springfield. Mo., to, Xor. 5-16, 1864, etc.

Scout to Huntsville and Yellville, Ark., from. See Huntsville and Yell-

ville. Ark. Scout from Sprinyjield, Mo., to, Nov. 11-21, lS64,etc.

Squires, . Mentioned 889

Stackpole, E. M. Mentioned 789, 791-

Stafford, Edward. Mentioned 462

Stafford, William L. Mentioned 378

Stall, Henry V. Mentioned 409

Stallard, D. R. Mentioned 641, 682

Stanley, Alexander. Mentioned 445

Stanley, John L. Mentioned 323

Stanley, Joseph.
Mentioned 426, 427

Reports of scout in Charitou .County, Mo., July 27-30, 1864, with skirmishes

(30th) 011 the Charitou Road, near Keytesville, and at Union
Church 178

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned 40, 41, 137, 519, 809, 963

Stark, William H. Mentioned 532

Starlight, Steamer. Mentioned 995, 996

State Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Davis, Jefferson 121

Levy, William M 120

State Line, Mo. Action at, Oct. 22, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition,

Aug. 29-Dvc. -2, 1S64. Report* of

Blunt, James G. .Tackiuan. Sidney 1). Shelby, Joseph O.

Curtis, Samuel It. Jennison, Charles K. Thompson, M. Jeff.

Hunt, Robert H. Moonlight, Thomas.

See also Curtis to Hostcran*. p. 492; Curtis to Halleck, pp. 492,493.

Stauber, Thaddeus J.

Mentioned 415, 441

Report of Pride s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2. 1864 441

Steck, Michael. Mentioned 943

Steele, Frederick.

Correspondence with

Carr, Eugene A 863, 898, 902, 917

Crooks, William 271

Mentioned 17, 68,

69. 89, 96, 114-116, 122, 123. 190, 192. 227, 240,281.282, 285,314.327,396,

398, 466, 511, 518, 519, 523, 528, 644, 650, 744, 756, 764, 769, 858, 861, 863, 898
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Steele, Frederick Continued.

Reports of

Arkansas. Operations in.

July 1-31, 1864 11

Oct. 1-31, 1864 852,853

Ashley s and Jones Stations, Ark. Action at, near Devall s Bluff,

Aug. 24, 1864 280

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16,

1864. with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th),

at Hatch s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy

(13th)

&quot;

221

Steele, William J.

Mentioned 730, 731, 748

Report of expeditions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe,

Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., Sept. 7-11, 1864, with

affair (8th) at Labadieville 748

Steelville, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 31. 1864. Reports of John McNeil 734

Steen [?], . Mentioned 737

Steger, James H. Mentioned 345

Stein, George W. Mentioned 42

Steinmetz, S. W. Mentioned 431, 437

Stephens, John W.
Mentioned 285

Report of skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, near Brownsville, Ark., July 30,

1864 183

Stephens, Robert J. D. Mentioned 738.739

Stephens, &quot;William H. Mentioned 88

Stephenson, Marshall L. Mentioned * 744

Sternes, Henry S. Mentioned 757

Stevens, Bill. Mentioned 802

Stevens, William. Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 103

Stevenson, James. Mentioned _ 927, 932, 933

Stevenson, Thomas. (Captain. ) Mentioned 767, 769, 775

Stevenson, Thomas. (Lieutenant.)
Mentioned 755

Report of scout from Pine Bluff to Riehland, Ark., Dec. 24-25, 1864, with
skirmish (24th) near Richland 1003

Stevenson, Thomas B.

Mentioned 829, 830, 832

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29-

Nov. 30, 1864 843

Steward, . Mentioned 51

Stewart, Sergeant. Mentioned 864

Stewart, Levi F.

Mentioned . 775

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 25

Stirman, Ras. Mentioned 643. 797, 819

Stockwell, A. Jerome. Mentioned 82. 83. 85, 86

Stoddard, John.C. Mentioned 13, 16-19

Stone, B. W. Mentioned 288

Stoner, . Mentioned 271

Storms. (Indian.) Mentioned 912

Storz, Lewis. Mentioned 801, 919

Stotts, Green C. Mentioned 737

Straw, Philander W. Mentioned 772,776
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Strayhorn, S. M. Mentioned 785,789-791

Street, John. Mentioned 445

Street, Joseph. Mentioned 445

Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strength, etc.

S truthers. William H. Correspondence with Henry Booth 234

Stuart, James,

Mentioned 222, 223, 225-228

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 15

Stubblefield. William. Mentioned 776

Stufft, Christian. Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota

Territory, July 25-Oct. 8, 1864 163

Sturgeon, Isaac H. Correspondence with D. H. Fitch 746

Sturgis, Samuel D. Mentioned 999

Suess, Henry.
Mentioned ; 53, 56, 255, 338, 342, 413, 527

Report of operations in Western Missouri, J uly 6-30. 1864 56

Sugar Loaf Prairie, Mo. Scout from ()/ark to. See Dubnqne ( rousing and Sugar

Loaf Prairie, Mo. Scout from Ozurk to, -lug, 33-20, ISG-i.

Sullins, John.

Mentioned 365

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 369

Sully, Alfred.

Mentioned 37-39, 131-138, 140, 156, 157, 165, 166, 168, 169, 172, 795

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 141, 144, 148, 150-152, 155

Summers. Benjamin J. Report of expedition from Morgan/a to the Atcha-

falaya River. La., Dec. 16-19, 1864 995

Summers. Robert. Mentioned . . . 453

Summers, Samuel W. Mentioned 244, 826, 834

Sumner, Fort. See Fort Sninner.

Surget, Eustace. Mentioned 92, 96, 104

Surridge, James. Mentioned 688

Sutherland, David M. Mentioned 772

Sutherland, Thomas B. Mentioned 76, 188, 410

Sutter, John J. Mentioned 375, 376, 395

Sutton, James T. Mentioned 924

Swain, J. D., Steamer. Mentioned 750

Swan, John R. Mentioned 302, 889

Swan, Joseph H. Mentioned 983

Sweet, George H. Mentioned 885

Switzler, Theodore A.

Mentioned 346, 421

Report of affair at Tnseumhia, Mo.. Dec. 8, 1864 984

Sycamore Springs. Ariz. Skirmish at, Jan. 1, 1865. See Central Arizona. Ex

pedition against Indiana in, Dec. 26, 1864 Jan. 1, 1SG5, etc.

Sykes, George.
Mentioned :. 524, 572

Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation. Ind. Ter., Sept. 11-25, 1864,

with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at

Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek ( 19th) 764

Taber, Ira I. Mentioned 521, 593, 595

Tacke. Adolph.
Mentioned 924

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 454



1126 - INDEX.

Page.

Tackett, . Mentioned -~. 272

Tahkahokuty Mountain. Dak. Ter. Action at the, July 28, 1864. See

Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory. Expedition against, July 25-

Oct.
&amp;lt;?,

1864. All reports pertaining thereto.

Ta-la-lah. (Indian.) Mentioned 767,769

Talbot, Presley. Mentioned 956, 957

Tannahill. William C. Mentioned 851

Tanner, Samuel. Mentioned 991,997

Taos, Mo. Scout to, July 19, 1864. See Western Missouri. Operations in, Jaly

G-30, 18G4. neport of (ions, p. 63.

Tappan, John E. Mentioned 815

Tarlton, Elisha W. Mentioned 864

Taylor, . Mentioned 988

Taylor, Captain. Mentioned 188, 801

Taylor, Amos. Mentioned 776

Taylor, Benjamin, jr. Mentioned 940

Taylor, Benjamin L. Mentioned 12

Taylor, C. M.
Correspondence with Price Court of Inquiry 720,721

Mentioned 721

Taylor, Fletch. Mentioned 233, 250, 251, 253, 255, 258, 259, 761

Taylor, Isaac. Mentioned 990

Taylor, John M. Mentioned 776

Taylor, Joseph S. Mentioned 373, 374

Taylor, Richard.

Correspondence with

Bragg. Braxton 109, 118, 120, 121

Buckner, Simon B Ill, 118, 119

Lee, Stephen D 90

Smith, E. Kirby 90, 92-94, 97, 99, 100, 103. 105, 107-111, 117

Walker, John G -. 110

Mentioned 88-96, 99. 100, 102-106, 108, 110, 113-123, 781, 999

Stan&quot;. Announcement of 96

Taylor, T. T.

Mentioned 724, 726

Testimony of. Price Court of Inquiry 724-726

Taylor, William M. Mentioned 787

Teale, James E.

Mentioned 185

Report of skirmish near Pine Bluff, Ark., July 30, 1864 183

Teel, James E. Mentioned 753

Tefft, Jonathan E. Mentioned 269

Tefft, William A. Mentioned 945, 946

Temple, Charles H. Mentioned 184

Temple, Philip G. Mentioned 742

Templeton, Andrew J. Mentioned 956, 958

Templeton, William W. Mentioned 755

Tensas. Bayou. See liayou Ti nms.

Terre Bonne, La. Expedition to Bayou Grand Caillou from. See Bayou
Grand Caillou, La. Expedition from Terre Bonne to, Xor. 19-27,

1S64, etc.

Terrell, Alexander W. Report of operations in the vicinity of Morganza,

La,, Sept. 16-2,&quot;). 1864, with skirmishes at Williamsport (16th),

at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at Bayou Alabama and

Morgan s Ferry (20th) 810
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Test, Edward B. Mentioned 776

Texas County, Mo. Scout in, Sept. 14-21, 1864, with skirmish (18th) at

Thomasville. Reports of

Char^eaux, Ferdinand . 801

Laurant, Clement G 800

Texas Prairie, Mo. Operations on. See Jackson County, Mo. Operations on

the Texas Prairie in, Aug. 25-30, 1SG4.

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate).

Artillery, Light Batteries: Gibson s. 100; Howell s, 32, 33,35,772, 785-789,

792, 793
; Hynson s,

*
641. 689. 696

; Lee s, 33, 34, 36; Valverde, 100.

Cavalry Battalions : Wells , 29-33, 35. Companies: Head s, 32, 789,792;
Welch s, 32, 789,792. Regiments: 1st, 289, 811; 2d, 865; 5th Partisan,

32,772,789,792; 7th, 776; 19th, 302; 21st, 1003; 23d. 43, 994; 29th, 32,

772, 776, 787, 789,792; 30th, 32, 772, 776,788-790, 792; 31st, 32,772,776,

789,792; 34th, 289, 811
; 35th, 811; Border (Rowland s), 884-886..

Infantry Battalions : 1st Sharpshooters, 32, 33.

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 212, 742, 808.

Thacher, Linn K. Mentioned 12

Thagan. Thomas. Mentioned 248, 249

Thatcher, Charles. Mentioned 939, 993

Thayer, John M.
Itinerary. Operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 24

Mentioned 114, 267, 314, 396, 464, 466, 513, 514, 764, 820, 853

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 23

Thayer, John S. Mentioned 82

Theis, Adam. Mentioned 443

Thiel, August. Mentioned 329, 333

Thilenius, George C. Report of expedition from Cape Girardeauto Patter

son, Wayne County, Mo., Nov. 16-25, 1864, with skirmishes at

Reeves Mill (19th), and at Buokskull, Randolph County, Ark.

(20th) 924

Thomas, Allen. Mentioned 93, 94, 96, 100, 110, 123

Thomas, Frank. Mentioned 776

Thomas, George H. Mentioned 315

Thomas, James S. Mentioned 316

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned 217, 439, 758, 962

For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant-General s Office, U.S.A.

Thomas, Minor T.

Mentioned ; 38, 39, 135, 142, 146, 158, 167-171

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25-

Oct. 8, 1864 165, 167, 168

Thomas, Thomas. Mentioned 23

Thomas. Wyatt C. Mentioned 451

Thomasville, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 18, 1864. See Jexas County, Mo. Scout

in, Sept. 14-21, 1SG4, etc.

Thompson, Captain. Mentioned 274, 676

Thompson, Cal. Mentioned 36

Thompson, Charles.

Mentioned 833

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29-

Nov.30, 1864 845

Thompson, George H. Mentioned 338, 342

*
Formerly Pratt ** battery.
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Thompson, G. W. Mentioned . . 978

Thompson, John.

Mentioned 984, 985, 987

Report of expedition against Indians &quot;in Central Arizona, Dec. 10-23, 1864,

with skirmish (15th) on Hassayampa Creek 987

Thompson, John L. Mentioned
_.

486

Thompson, Johnson. Mentioned 779

Thompson, Joseph. Mentioned 437, 439

Thompson, Marion. Mentioned 776

Thompson, M. Jeff.

Assignment to command 663

Mentioned 356, 357,

359, 364, 383, 402, 632, 633, 635. 642, 644-646, 648, 655-664, 676. 677, 704, 715

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 663, 670

Thompson, S. A. Report of attack on Danville, Mo., Oct. 14, 1864 888

Thompson. Smith. Mentioned . 451

Thompson, William A. Mentioned 48

Thorns, Robert S. Mentioned 316

Thomson, Clifford. Mentioned 338, 342

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Alfred Pleaaonton.

Thornton, John C. Calhoun. Mentioned . : 51, 53-59, 177, 233, 255, 290, 427, 434

Thorp, W. N. Mentioned 670

Thrailkitf, John.

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Poe 62

Mentioned 58, 233, 251, 255, 258, 415, 417, 418, 424, 425, 427, 429, 432, 434, 890

Thrall, Eugene 3.

Mentioned 928

Report of expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Caillou, La., Nov.

19-27, 1864. with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou 932

Thurber, Charles H. Mentioned 349, 385, 387, 390, 391

Thurman, David W. Mentioned 323

Thurston. Charles. Mentioned 452

Tibbetts, H. B., & Co. Mentioned 294,295
Tibbetts. Nathaniel. Mentioned 171

Tibbits. Henry J, Report of scouts in Jackson and Caas Counties, Mo., Aug.
25-29, 1864. with skirmish (26th) near Pleasant Hill 290

Tidswell, Thomas J. Mentioned 423

Tiffin, Clayton. Mentioned 251-253

Tilford, Joseph G.
Mentioned 355 .

Report of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 860
Tiok-homma (Red Pine). (Indian.) Mentioned 32

Tipton, Mo. Attack on, Sept. 1, 1864. Report of David W. Wear 735
Tisdale. William A. E. Mentioned 302

Tobin, W. G. Mentioned 186

Todd, Dr. Mentioned 438

Todd, George W. Mentioned 50-53,

56. 88, 188, 233. 254-257, 290, 415, 418, 429, 432, 739, 745

Todd, Thomas. Mentioned 406, 432

Todd, W. H. Mentioned 928, 930
Tom Morgan, Steamer. Mentioned 525, 538, 551, 552

Tompkins, Henry. Mentioned 977

Toney, Harvey H. Mentioned 924

Toney, John C. Mentioned 662
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Totten, James . Mentioned 50, 52

Tracy, J. H. Mentioned 240, 241

Trader, John W. Mentioned 343, 353

Trans-Mississippi Department. (Confederate.)

Orders, General, series 1864 D. H. Cooper : No. 26, 792. Money : No. 53,

30; No. 61,793, f. Kirby Smith : No. 81, 794.

Orders, Special, series 1864 Drayton: No. 23,195. . Kirby Smith: NOB.

58, 81, 701; No. 104. 726; No. 193, !Hi.

Treadway, Lieutenant. Mentioned 12

Treat, L. S. Mentioned 519, 536, 579, 611

Tripler, Thomas C. Mentioned 443

Triplett, Charles T. Mentioned 360

Triplett, James C. Mentioned 360, 362

Tripp, &quot;William. Mentioned 142

Trotter, Joel. Mentioned 445

Trudeau, Dr. Mentioned 991

Truman, Sergeant. Mentioned 353

Tucker, . Mentioned 935

Tucker, James. Mentioned 61

Tucker, James L . Mentioned 670

Tucks, Lieutenant. Mentioned , 589
- Turley, James M. Mentioned 51, 388

Turner, Alexander B. Mentioned 406

Turner, B. D. Mentioned 699

Turner, Charles W. Mentioned 946

Turner, John B. Mentioned 32

Turner, John C. Mentioned 955

Turner, Samuel. (Captain.) Mentioned 896

Turner, Samuel. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned 393

Turner, Samuel E. Mentioned 760

Turney, John W. Mentioned 61, 62

Tuscumbia, Mo. Affair at, Dee. 8, 1864. Report of Theodore A. Switzler 984

Tuttle, Merrill S. Mentioned 826

Tuxson, John. Mentioned 776

Twining, Edward H. Mentioned 804

Twiss, Edward. Mentioned 552, 553

Twist, . Mentioned 776

Two Bears. (Indian.) Mentioned 150

Two Face. (Indian.) Mentioned 243

Tycoon, Steamer. Mentioned 889

Tyler, Charles H.
Mentioned 526, 624, 636. 640, 642, 647, 648, 705, 719, 722

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 700

Tyler, George. Mentioned 360, 362

Tyler s Mills, Big River, Mo. Skirmish :it. Oct. 7, 1864. Kee Price s Missouri

Expedition, Any. 29-Dec. 2. 18&amp;lt;U. See report of Montgomery,

p. 456.

Ullmaim, Daniel.

Mentioned 179

Reports of

Morgauza, La.

Skirmishes at. Nov. 23, 1864 935, 936

Skirmish near, Dec. 4. 1864. on the New Texas Road 981

Raccourci, La. Affair at, Nov. 25, 1864, near Williamsport 939



1130 INDEX.

Page.

Union, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 1, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug.
29-Dec. 2, 1S64. Reports of

Burbridge, John Q. Greene, Colton. Lawther, Robert R.

Clark, John B., jr. Jackman, Sidney D. Price, Sterling.

Davies, J. F.

Union Church, Mo. Skirmish at, July 30, 1804. See Chariton County, Mo.

Scout in, July 27-30, 1864, etc.

Union, Fort. See Fort Union.

Union Mills, Mo. Skirmish near. See Camden Point and Union Mills, Mo.

Skirmishes near, July 22, 1SG4.

Union Troops.
Casualties. Returns of. Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,

1864 344,393,439,443

Mentioned.

Colored.

Artillery, Heavy Regiments : 6th, 893.

Artillery, Light Regiments : 2d (Batterie*}, C, 241. 242; E, V2, 13,

16-18, 20, 22, 23, 302, 817.

Cavalry Regiments : 3d, 295, 296.

Infantry Regiments : 18th, 44; 53d, 890, 891 ; 56th, 12, 13, 16-18,

20,22,302; 60th, 12,13, 16-18,20, 22, 241, 242, 302, 759. 816, 817;

62d, 439,743; 63d, 800; 67th. 743; 75th. 805; 81st. 211; 92d,

805
; 93d, 198, 199, 892, 926, 927.

Regulars.

Cavalry Regiments: 1st, 247; 3d, 224. 227, 228, 819,855.864.865,

899,944; 4th, 276.

Infantry Regiments : 5th. 886, 1004.

Volunteers.

Infantry Regiments : 1st, 40, 152, 155.

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Updegraff, Joseph. Mentioned 813

Updegraff. W. W. Mentioned 622

Upshaw s Farm, Barry County, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 29, 1864. See Price s

Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Cameron, Hugh. Montgomery, Samuel. Sanborn, John B.

Ury, J. C. Mentioned 890

Usher, John P. Mentioned 964

Vache Grass, Ark. Skirmish at, Sept. 26, 1864 6

Vahlkamp, Frederick. Mentioned 462

Vallade, Anthony D. Mentioned 936

Valley Station, Colo. Ter. Skirmish near, Oct. 10, 1864. Report of John M.

Chivington 883

Van Antwerp, Jacob. Report of skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill

Crossing, Kans., Aug. 16, 1864 264

Van Buren. Ark. Skirmishes at.

July 7, 1864 11

Aug. 12,1864 3

Vance, Lieutenant. Mentioned 433

Vance, Duncan M. Mentioned 520, 552, 611

Van Duyn, Augustus C. Mentioned 343, 554

Van Horn, John. Mentioned 776

Vann, C. N. Mentioned 785-787,790,791

Vann, John. Mentioned 785-787, 791

Vansant, Daniel. Mentioned . . 253
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Vansickle, Captain. Mentioned. 894

Vansickler, Abram B . Mentioned 353, 358, 363, 364, 738, 814

Van Valkenburg, Dudley. Mentioned 521, 600

Van Valkenburgh, G. S. Mentioned 526

Vaughan, John. Mentioned 398

Vaughan, Richard C. Mentioned 345

Veale, George W. Mentioned 519

Vera Cruz, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 3, 18(U 7

Verona, Miss. Engagement at, Dec. 25, 18tU. See Mobile and Ohio Railroad.

Expedition from Memphis, Tt-nit., to destroy, Dec. 21, lSG4-Jau, a,

1S65, etc.

Versailles, Mo. Affair at. July 13, 1864. See WesternMissouri. Operations in,

July 6-30, 1S64. Report of Brown, p. 50.

Vidal-a, La.

Scout to York Plantation from. See York Plantation, La. Scout from Fi-

dalia to, Oct. 26-27, 1SG4.

Skirmish near, July 22, 1864 2

Vincent, Frederick R. Mentioned 44, 78, 884

Vint, . Mentioned 857

Vittum, David S. Mentioned 596

Vivien, Harvey J. Mentioned 662

Wachaman, Albert. Mentioned 354

Waddell, Alfred. Mentioned 685, 689

Waddell, H. A. Mentioned 851

&quot;Wagoner. Seymour W. Mentioned 49, 50, 52

Wagstaff, W. R. Mentioned 619

Waite, Jasper H. Mentioned 423

Waldon, George W. Mentioned 929

Walgamott, George W. Mentioned 497, 602

Walker, . Mentioned 920

Walker, J. G. Mentioned 886

Walker, John G. ,

Correspondence with

Lee,-Stephen D 89, 90

Smith, E. Kirby 91, 94-96, 100, 104, 106

Taylor, Richard 110

Mentioned. .90, 91, 93-96, 99-101, 103, 105, 107-110, 112, 113, 115, 116, 120, 121, 181, 754

Report of capture of the steamer Ike Davis, Sept. ,
1864 850

Walker, Samuel. Mentioned .
, 478.

4X0, 487, 519, 524, 544, 558, 578, 592. 593, 607, 608, 610, 611, 615

Walker, Tandy. Mentioned 30,782

Wall, Lieutenant. Mentioned . 791

Wallace s Ferry, Big Creek, Ark. Action at, July 26, 1864. See Arkansas.

Operations in. July 1-31, 18G4. Reports of

Buford, Napoleon 15. Chappel. Harmon T. Steele. Frederick.

Carmichael, Eacleton. Reed. Moses.

Wallace, Sir William. Steamer. Mentioned 989

Wallingford, David W. Mentioned 774

Walnut Creek. Kans. Skirmish at, Sept. 25, 1864. Report of James G.

Blunt 818

Waltei ,
Frederick. Mentioned 462

Walters, Alfred. Mentioned 338,342

Walton Lieutenant. Mentioned 811

Wammack . Mentioned 34

Wangelir Hugo. Mentioned 310,316
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Ward, Deloa A. Mentioned 996

Ward, Lyman M. Mentioned 298,299

&quot;Ward, Richard G. Mentioned 521, 579

Ward, Samuel J. Mentioned . 691

Ward, William. Mentioned 20

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector General s Office. C. S. A 122

Bragg, Braxton 121

Davis, Jefferson 93, 122

Hardee, William J 123

Smith, E. Kirhy 123

War Department, U. S. Correspondence with

Curtis, Samuel R 519, 982

Jndge-Advocate-General s Office, U. S. A 963

Warder s Church, Mo. Skirmish at, July 10, 1864. See Wellington, Mo.

Operation* in the vicinity of, July 9-13, 1864, etc.

Warfield, John C. A. Mentioned 796

Warrensburg, Mo.
Affair near, on the Warrensburg road, Sept. 9, 1864. Report of Bazel F.

Lazear 753

Expedition from, to Chapel Hill. See Chapel Hill, Mo. Expedition from
Warrensburg to, July 29-Aug. 2, 1804, etc.

Scont to Greeuton Valley from. See Greeutoii I dlley, Mo. Scout from
Warrensburg to, Nor. 29-Dee. 3, 1804.

Skirmish near. See Clear Fork, near Warrensburg, Mo. Skirmish on ti e,

July 16, 1864.

Warrensburg . Road, Mo. Affair on. See Warrensburg, Mo. Affair near,

Sept. 9, 1864, etc.

Warrenton, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 29, 1864. Report of Thomas wing, jr. 893

Warriner, Chester P. Mentioned 563

Washburn, . Mentioned 295

Washburn, Cadwallader C.

Mentioned 307, 327

Report of expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio

Railroad, Dec. 21, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865, with engagements at Verona,
Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th) 1000

Washburne, Samuel B. Mentioned 751

Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in, Aug. 21-27, 1864,

with skirmishes. Reports of

Bishop, Albert W 268

Harrison, M. La Rue 266, 267

Washington, Mo. Occupation of, Oct. 2, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedi

tion, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of

Bnrbridsje, Joliu Q. Greene, Colton. Price, Sterling.

Clark, John B., jr.

Washington County, Mo. Attack on Webster in. See Webster, Washington

County, Mo. Attack on, July 19, 1804.

Wasser, Joseph. Mentioned.- 929-932

Waterhouse, Andrew J. Mentioned 767

Waterloo, La. Skirmish near, Oct. 20, 1864 7

Watie, Saladin. Mentioned 36, 787

Watie, Stand.

Correspondence witli Samuel B. Maxey 279

Mentioned 24, 30, 32. 33, 35, 193,

197, 198, 269, 279, 472, 625, 648, 738, 764, 765. 771, 772, 774, 777-783, 788-794
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Watie. Stand Continued.

Reports of operations in the Cherokee, Nation, Iiul. Ter., Sept. 11-25, 1864,

with actions aC Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at

Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek ( 19th) 783, 784

Watkins. Oscar M. Mentioned . 701. 702, 705-707. 710. 714, 716, 718-721, 723, 724, 726

For correspondence, etc.. sec I rice Court of Inquiry.

Watt. Andrew J. Mentioned 92, 96, 104

&quot;Wattles, Stephen H. Mentioned 767. 769, 770, 773

Watton. Howell B. Mentioned 979

Watts. James H. Mentioned 328

Watts. Robert D. Mentioned 558, 560

Way, James P. Mentioned 622

Waymau. . Mentioned 42

Wayne, John. Mentioned 975

Waynesville. Mo.

Operations in the vicinity of. Dec. 1-3, 1864, with skirmish (2d) on the

Big Piney. Report of John B. Kaiser 974

Skirmish at, Sept. 30. 1864. Reports of Thomas H. Wright 850

Skirmish near. Nov. 1. 1864. on the Big Piney. Report of D. W. Cantrell. 895

Wear, David W.
Mentioned 50

Report of attack on Tipton, Mo., Sept. 1. 1864 735

Wear, Oscar. Mentioned 194

Weather-wax, Thomas J. Mentioned 829, 833, 839

&quot;Weaver, . Mentioned 984,985

Webb, Ephraim L.

Mentioned 907

Report of expedition from Rolla to Licking, Texas County, Mo., Nov. 5-9,

1864, witli skirmish (9th) near Licking 907

Webb. George B 670

Webber. A. Watson.

Itinerary. Skirmish near Bayou Tensas. Aug. 26, 1X64, and expedition
from Goodrich s Landing to Bayou Macon, La.. Aug. 28-31, 1864. 295

Mentioned 295

Report of skirmish near Bayou Tensas, Aug. 26. 1864. and expedition from

Goodrich s Landing to Bayon Macon. La.. Aug. 28-31. 1864 294

&quot;Webster. . Mentioned 291

Webster. Francis W. Mentioned 20, 22

&quot;Webster, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 23, 1S6L Report of James Wilson 272

Webster. Washington County. Mo. Attack on. .July 19, 1864. Keport of

F. Kellermann 87

Weed. Theodore J.

Mentioned 484, 491. 493-497. 500. 501 . 520, 527. 532, 534, 541, 545, 602

Report of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec.2, 1864 555

Weeden. Robert. Mentioned 355

Weir. Austin H. Mentioned 63

Welch. Otis G. Mentioned 789-791

Welch. William G. Mentioned 789-791

Welden, . Mentioned 434

Weldy, George &quot;W. Mentioned 762

Wellington, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of. July 9-13. 1864, with skirm

ishes at Warder s Church (10th). and at Columbus (12th). Re

ports of

Brown, Egbert B
*

65

Philips. John F 66
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Wellman, Chauncey R. Mentioned 81, 82

Wells, Henry A. Mentioned 302

Wells, John W. Mentioned 31, 32

Welsh, Mrs. Mentioned 973

West, Charles S. Mentioned 727

West, Edward. Mentioned 690

West, Isaiah B. Mentioned 459

West, John. Mentioned 817

West, Joseph R.

Correspondence with Eugene A. Carr 902

Itineraries.
*

Operations in Central Arkansas.

Nov. 1-30, 1864 897

Dec. 1-31, 1864 976

Mentioned 221, 225, 228, 229, 298, 299, 798, 820, 861-863, 897, 902, 921

Reports of

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16,

1864, with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), /

at Hatch s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy

(13th) 221-223

Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little Rock
audDevall s Bluff to, Aug. 27-Sept. 6, 1864 . 296

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864.

Communications from

Brown, Egbert B 56

Poe, Benjamin F 62

Thrailkill, John 62

Reports of

Brown, Egbert B 49-51

Clark, John M 59

Cox, Samuel P 60

Curtis, Samuel R 49

Dale, Douglas 55

Elmer, Edward P 62

Fisk, Clinton B 56

Ford, James H 52-54

Goss, Henry F 63

Holloway, George A 59

Poe, Benjamin F 62

Suess, Henry 56

Westinghouse. Albert. Mentioned 807

West Point, Ark.
Srout from Devall s Bluff to, Nov. 16-18. 1864, with skirmishes. Report of

Christopher C. Andrews 921

Scout to. See Searcy and West Point, Ark. Scout to, July 26-28, 1S64.

Westport, Mo. Engagement at, Oct. 23, 1864. See Price s Missouri Expedi

tion, Aug.29-Dec. -2, 18G4. Reports of

Blair, Charlea W. Fishback. William H. M. Philips. John V.

Blunt, James G. Ford, James H. Pleasonton. Alfred.

Chariot, Chapman S. Hunt, Robert H. Pomeroy. Samuel C.

Clark, John B., jr. Jackinau, Sidney L&amp;gt;. Price, Sterling.

Cloud, William F.
^ Jennisoii, Charles R. Robinson, George T.

Curtis, Samuel R. Lane, James H. Rosecraus. William S.

Curtis, Samuel S. Me Kenny. Thomas I. Shelby, Joseph ().

Davis, Samuel B. McNeil, John. Thompson, M. Jeff.

Deitzler, George W. Meeker, Edward I. Weed, Theodore J.

Eppstein, Joseph A. Moonlight, Thomas.
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&quot;West Wind, Steamer. Mentioned 421, 430, 431. 434, 436, 467, 530

Wetmore, James H. Mentioned 324

Wharton, John A. Mentioned 43.91,103.111.113,118,119,756

Wheat, Patrick H. Mentioned 906

Wheat, S. B. Mentioned 622

Wheatley, James S. Mentioned 845, 848

Wheeler, John B. Mentioned 520, 769, 771

White, Alvin G. Mentioned 830, 833

White, Frank. Mentioned 776

White, J. W. Mentioned 670

White Antelope. (Indian.) Mentioned 842,948,950,967
White Cloud, Steamer. Attack on, Aug. 29, 1864, on the Mississippi River,

near Port Hudson. La. Report of George L. Andrews 301

Whiteday, Henry. Mentioned ..-. 776

White Lodge. (Indian.) Mentioned 38

White Oak Creek, Ark.

Skirmish at, Sept. 29, 1864. See Fort Smith, Ark. Expedition from Little

Rock to, Sept. 26-()ct. 13, 1S64. etc.

Skirmish on, Aug. 11. 1864 3

White River, Ark.
Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial. See Celeste and Commercial,

Steamers. Attn.ckon, Sept. 4. 1864, etc.

Attack on steamer Resolute on. See Resolute, Steamer. Attack on, Oct. 11,

1864, etc.

Attack on Union transport on. Oct. 22. 18(54. near Saint Charles.

Communication from Elian S. Dennis 890

Report of Orlando C. Risdou 890

Expedition from Devall s Bluff up, Dec. 13-15, 1864. Report of Hans Matt-

son 989

Expedition from Helena up, Aug. 29-Sept. 3, 1864, with affair (Sept. 3) at

Kendal s Grist-Mill. Report of John ( 1. Hudson 302

Operations on, July 19-25, 1864, and attack (24th) on the steamer Clara

Bell. Itinerary. George H. Gordon 87

Skirmish at Rodgers Crossing of, Sept. 14, 1864. See Ifuntxvillv, Ark. Scout

from Fayettecillc to. Sept. 12-1~&amp;gt;. 1SG4, etc.

Whitfield, . Mentioned 928, 930, 931

Whiting, William. Mentioned 848

Whitlock, James H. Mentioned 125-127

Whitlow, Benjamin H. Mentioned 767, 770, 775

Whitmer, David P. Mentioned 64

Whitmore [?], . Mentioned 892

Whitney, Charles W. Mentioned 994

Whitney, Edward J. Mentioned 873

Whitney, Lucius. Mentioned 373, 374

Whittaker, Captain. Mentioned 891. 926, 927

Whittemore, James B. Mentioned 46-48

Whittlesey, John E. Mentioned 996

Whybark, Levi E. Report of scout in Shannon County, Mo., July 18-21,

1864 74

Wightman, James M. Mentioned 296

Wilcox, John. Mentioned 245

Wiley, A. Mentioned 521. 600

Wiley, William. Mentioned 356

Wilhite, Jeff, Mentioned 65-67
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Willans, John. Mentioned 522, 532

Willcox, Lyman GK Report of skirmish near Remount Cauip, Ark., Ang. 5,

1864 213

Willetts, Charles. Mentioned 521, 598, 600

Williams, . (Louisiana.) Mentioned 930

Williams, . (Missouri.) Mentioned t 370

Williams, . (Private.) Mentioned 522

Williams, Captain. Mentioned 800, 821, 822

Williams, Charles A. Mentioned 174, 175

Williams, Charles E. Mentioned 302

Williams, D. A. Mentioned 287,

288, 444, 445, 634. 642, 649, 650, 654, 655. 658, 660, 662, 664, 667-669, 671, 677

Williams, Frederick A. Mentioned 12, 14

Williams, Henry H. Mentioned 450, 452

Williams, I. S. Mentioned 974

Williams, James M.
Mentioned 764. 766, 768

Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter.. Sept. 11-25, 1864,

with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at

Cabin Creek and Pryor s Creek (19th) 765

Williams, John F. Mentioned 10

Williams, Lewis. Mentioned 974

Williams, T. J. Mentioned 683, 689

Williamsport, La.

Affair near. See Raccourci. La. Affair at. Xov. 25, 1864, etc.

Skirmish at, Sept. 16, 1864. See Moryanza. La. Operations in the vicinity

of, Sept. 10-2.j. ISM, etc.

Willis, Captain. Mentioned 978

Willis, Edward B. Mentioned 878

&quot;Willis, George A. Report of expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar s Point,

Miss., Dec. 1-5. 1864 . 974

Willis, James E. Report of operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La.,

Sept. 16-25. 1864, with skirmishes at Williamsport (16th). at the

Atchafalaya River (17th), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan s

Ferry (20th) 806

Wills, Dr. Mentioned 197

Wilson, Captain. Mentioned 261

Wilson, Benjamin H. Mentioned 364

Wilson, Bluford. Mentioned 275

Wilson, David H.
Mentioned 68

Reports of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 1864 i 15

Wilson, James.
Mentioned 79, 326, 446, 447, 451, 452, 458

Reports of

Caledonia, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 12. 1864 796

Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 454, 455

Webster, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 23, 1864 272

Wilson, Luther. Mentioned 949, 951, 954, 955

Wilson, Rowland. Mentioned 678

Wingate, Fort. See Fort Winyate.

Winslow, Edward F.

Mentioned 311,312,315,319,330-

333, 338, 340-342. 346, 347. 349-351, 359, 360, 363, 388, 389, 411, 460, 1000

Reports of Price s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 ............ 327, 329,
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Winston, Mrs. Mentioned 994

Winston, John H. Mentioned 57

&quot;Winters, Ezekiel L. Mentioned 72

Wisconsin. Execution of the conscription law in. Communication from

John Pope 140

Wisconsin, Governor of. Correspondence with John Pope 140

&quot;Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light Batteries : 1st. 881 ; 9th, 482. 485. 486. 516, 524, 537, 538.

546. 589. 597.

Cavalry Regiments : 2d, 186; 3d. 223. 225, 226, 465, 477, 489, 525, 528, 572,

581-583. 586, 590, 596. 619, 776, 819, 820, 897, 976
; 4th, 219, 278. 881.

Infantry Regiments : llth, 749-751. 822-824, 892, 926, 927; 23d, 805; 29th,

276; 30th, 39, 135. 136. 149, 153, 154, 170.

Wise, William. Mentioned . . . 521, 611

Wishard, Robert W. Mentioned 744, 980

Wisner, John H. Mentioned 936

Witham, Gilbert T. Mentioned 949,941

&quot;Withers, Captain. Mentioned . 406

Withers, Charles. Mentioned 974

Witherspoon, J. L. Mentioned 641

&quot;Witt, A. R. Mentioned 641, 738

W. L. Ewing, .Steamer. Mentioned 903

Wolfe, Edward H. Mentioned 310, 322, 905

Wolff, Christian D. Mentioned 310, 318, 462-464

&quot;Wood, . Mentioned 457

&quot;Wood, Carroll. Mentioned 635,662

Wood, Isaac E. Mentioned 254, 257

&quot;Wood, James. Mentioned 633,657,664,667

&quot;Wood, James C. (Corporal.) Mentioned 360

&quot;Wood, James C. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned 755

&quot;Wood, James R. Mentioned 217

Wood, Joseph H. Mentioned 144

Wood, Oliver. Reports of skirmish near Brownsville, Ark., July 13, 1864 68

&quot;Wood, Robert C. Mentioned ; 627, 630, 641. 645, 647, 679, 680, 698

&quot;Wood, Samuel N. Mentioned 469

Woodring, . Mentioned 267

Woodruff, David P. Mentioned 56

&quot;Woodruff, Jacob. Mentioned 60

Woods, Joseph J. Mentioned 320

Woods, Kemp. Mentioned 434

&quot;Woods, Van. Mentioned 974

Woodson, Torn. Mentioned 816

Woodward, Samuel L. Mentioned 329

Woodworth. G. M. Mentioned 489,581,594

Woolsey, King S. Mentioned 85, 86

Woolsey, William F. Mentioned 690,693

Worbridge, . Mentioned 301

Worthington, John I.

Mentioned 13,24,262,263,797

Report of scout from Fayetteville to Huntsville, Ark., Sept. 12-15, 1864,

with skirmish (14th) at Rodgers Crossing of the White River.. 798

&quot;Wright, Amos P. Mentioned 451,452

Wright, Daniel W. Mentioned 63

Wright, John C. Mentioned 641

72 R R VOL XLI, PT I
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&quot;Wright, JohnR. Mentioned v. 80,81

Wright, Thomas B. Reports of skirmish at Waynesville, Mo., Sept. 30, 1864. 85Q

Wright County, Mo. Skirmish in, July 22, 1864 2

Wyckoff, John. Mentioned 56, 293

Wyman, Dudley C.

Mentioned 751, 891

Reports of

Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Poiiite, Bayou Pigeon, and

Lake Natchez. La. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11. 1864, with affair

(8th) at Labadieville 749

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon. La. Expedition from Napoleonville

to, Sept. 26-30,1864 824*

Wynkoop, Edward W.
Mentioned 339, 912, 965, 967-972

Reports of

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. Affair near, Aug. 7, 1864 231

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.

Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29, 1864, and investigation of

Indian affairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter 959

Skirmish near, Aug. 11, 1864 237

Yakee, Martin. Mentioned 239

Yandell, George C. Mentioned 689

Yandell, Joseph. Mentioned 935

Yates, George W. Mentioned 338, 342, 527

Yates, T. W. Mentioned 302

Yeager, Dick. Mentioned 176.177,200,233,255

Yeaton, Reuben F. Mentioned 289

Yelkin, Riner. Mentioned 776

Yell County, Ark.
Scout in, with skirmishes. July 25-Aug. 11, 1864. Report of Abraham H.

Ryan 131

Skirmish in. Aug. 22,1864 4

Yellville, Ark. Si-mit from Springfield, Mo., to. See Huntsrille and Yellville,

Ark. Scout from Springfield, Mo., to, Xov. 11-21, 1864, etc.

Yoder, Charles W. Mentioned 441

Yontz, Major. Mentioned 662, 676

York Plantation, La. Scout from Vidalia to, Oct. 26-27, 1864. Report of

George D. Reynolds 893

Young, Calvary M. Mentioned 333, 335

Young, Charles A. Mentioned 865

Young, James H. Mentioned 521. 561, 594. 595

Young, Jeremiah F. Mentioned 329, 331, 333

Young, Merritt L. Mentioned 347,360,699

Young, Thomas A. Mentioned 47

Young, William. Mentioned 416. 425

Zarah, Fort. See Fort Zaruh.

Zellers, . Mentioned 739

Zephyr, Steamer. Mentioned 463

Zimmerman, J. V. Mentioned 641

Zubiran, Juan M. Mentioned 126

Zuloago, Jose Maria. Mentioned ^ 126

Zuna, . Mentioned .-ii-.-^ pcr, . . , . ^&quot;iv. 212
&quot;
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